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INTRODUCTION. 


Several,  of  the  more  important  series  of  letters  in  this  collection 
were  edited  by  Archdeacon  Coxe  in  18‘21,  and  portions  of  one 
series,  the  Vernon  Letters,  by  G.  R.  P.  James  in  1841  ; but  the 
editors  left  entirely  untouched  many  other  interesting  letters  and 
papers,  which  are  dealt  with  in  the  present  volume. 

Much  has  been  written  of  the  political  life  and  character  of 
Charles  Talbot,  Earl  and  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  hut  little  seems  to 
have  been  known  about  his  early  days,  when  he  was  a minor 
under  the  guardianship  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  his  grandfather, 
and  others.  Here  we  have  a series  of  his  letters  to  Sir  John 
Talbot,  his  uncle,  beginning  in  1673,  when  he  was  thirteen  years 
old,  selections  from  which  are  given. 

In  1674,  with  James  Morgan,  apparently  his  tutor  or 
“ governor,”  the  young  Earl  embarked  somewhere  in  the 
Thames,  and  sailed  round  Margate  to  Dieppe,  whence  he 
travelled  by  way  of  Rouen  to  Paris.  He  was  sent  there  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  in  “ Navarre  College,”  but  as  he  was  “ not 
inclined  to  shut  himself  up  in  the  walls  of  it,”  a lodging  was 
found  for  him  outside.  While  on  his  travels  many  years  after- 
wards he  met  a French  Bishop  who  had  been  a fellow  student  of 
his  “ at  Navarre,”  but  failed  to  recognise  him.  He  had  not 
been  in  Paris  many  months  before  he  caught  the  smallpox, 
which  his  tutor  regarded  merely  as  “a  debt  most  men  are 
solvable  for.” 

Although  so  young,  the  Earl  showed  great  solicitude  in  respect 
of  his  mother,  which  was  natural  under  the  circumstances.  In 
1675  he  relates  with  great  satisfaction  that  she  had  entered  the 
“monastery”  of  Maubuisson,  the  Abbess  of  which  was  Prince 
Rupert’s  sister  (Louisa).  In  this  connexion  sundry  references  are 
made  to  Abbot  Montagu,  who  has  been  frequently  mentioned  in 
the  first  volume  of  this  Report.  The  Aljbot  did  his  best  to 
second  the  desire  of  the  Countess  Dowager  to  obtain,  through 
Lord  Arlington,  the  honour  of  kissing  the  hands  of  Queen 
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Catherine,  in  order  “ to  wash  out  the  particular  blot  that  lay 
upon  her.”  She  had  her  wish,  and  was  received  at  Court.  A 
year  later  she  married  Mr.  George  Kodney  Bridges,  without  the 
knowledge  of  Shrewsbury,  who  resented  being  kept  in  the  dark 
as  to  these  matters.  In  fact,  his  early  letters  show  that  he  was 
not  at  all  likely  to  he  influenced  in  later  life  by  his  mother  in 
favour  of  James  II.,  as  has  been  suggested. 

In  1676  the  Earl’s  guardians  were  endeavouring  to  arrange  a 
match  for  him  with  the  daughter  of  Lord  Northampton,  and  Sir 
John  Talbot  requested  him  to  come  over  and  see  the  young  lady, 
which  the  Earl  acquiesced  in,  after  much  grumbling  at  the 
trouble  of  the  journey.  Apparently  no  engagement  took  place, 
as  he  was  back  again  in  Paris  in  the  autumn,  preparing  for  his 
“exercise”  at  the  Academy,  for  which  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  have  a coach  bearing  his  arms,  and  a coachman  in  livery. 
The  coach  was  obtained,  but  in  1678  the  Earl  was  still  in  doubt 
as  to  what  kind  of  livery  he  should  choose.  At  that  time  he 
had  received  “ commands  ” from  James,  Duke  of  York,  to  attend 
him  in  the  expected  war  in  Flanders.  His  grandfather  obtained 
the  Duke’s  consent  to  his  returning  to  England,  in  the  hope  of 
preventing  his  taking  part  in  the  campaign.  The  Earl  was 
however  resolved  to  go,  and  made  his  preparations,  but  there  is 
only  one  letter  from  him  while  he  was  in  Flanders. 

These  early  letters  show  the  Earl  to  have  been  a young  man 
of  great  independence  of  character,  and  quite  capable  of  managing 
his  own  affairs,  in  which  he  resented  too  much  interference  on  the 
part  of  his  guardians.  He  had  decided  opinions  on  all  subjects, 
from  matrimony  to  periwigs.  After  1678  we  learn  little  more 
about  him  from  these  papers  till  the  Kevolution. 

Nor  have  many  fresh  particulars  been  found  as  to  Shrewsbury’s 
leading  part  in  bringing  about  that  great  event,  but  there  are 
several  important  papers  illustrating  the  events  preceding  and 
following  it.  The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  a letter  to  the  Princess 
of  Orange,  narrates  for  the  Prince’s  information  the  proceedings 
of  the  Archbishop  and  the  six  Bishops  in  opposition  to  James’s 
order  for  the  reading  in  all  churches  of  his  Declaration  of 
Indulgence. 

A letter  from  William  of  Orange  is  dated  2nd  November,  1688, 
but  November  is  clearly  a mistake  for  December,  as  he  did  not 
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laud  at  Torbay  till  5th  November.  If,  as  is  probable,  it  was 
addressed  to  Shrewsbury,  it  shows  that  the  Earl  had  been 
negociating  with  the  Corporation  of  Bristol  for  a supply  of  money, 
of  which  the  Prince  stood  in  great  need.  The  letter  also  relates 
to  certain  military  arrangements.  Subsequently  Shrewsbui’y 
himself  refers  to  a number  of  gentlemen  who  came  to  him  at 
Exeter  at  this  time  in  support  of  William. 

•James  IP’s  final  letter  of  instructions  to  the  Earl  of  Middleton 
from  Piochester,  just  before  his  flight,  came  into  this  collection 
accidentally.  Many  other  allusions  to  the  late  King  and  his 
partisans  occur.  On  his  arrival  at  Kinsale  in  March,  1689,  Lord 
Tyrconnell  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  the  Earl  of  Perth, 
urging  them  to  be  faithful  to  him.  Shortly  after,  from  Dublin 
Castle,  James  sent  military  commissions  to  the  Earl  of  Balcarras 
and  Viscount  Dundee,  the  terms  of  which  are  set  out.  These 
and  other  commissions  to  persons  both  in  England  and  Scotland 
are  alluded  to  in  Colonel  Parker’s  subsequent  “ information.” 

The  doubts  respecting  the  birth  of  “ the  Prince  of  Wales”  are 
insisted  on  in  the  Declaration  “proposed”  to  be  made  by  the 
Prince  of  Orange  in  1688  ; and  two  papers  give  circumstantial 
particulars  of  statements  made  by  a certain  Lady  Ivy  that  the 
supposed  Prince  was  really  the  son  of  her  daughter  Lady  Clarke, 
wife  of  Sir  Eobert  Clarke,  born  in  June,  1688.  Sir  Robert  is 
said  to  have  fled  to  France  with  King  James,  and  to  have  been 
followed  by  his  wife.  From  Shrewsbury’s  Journal  (p.  788)  it 
appears  that  the  Pope  prepared  “/asrtc  or  clouts”  for  the  new 
Prince,  but  they  were  “never  sent.” 

During  Shrewsbury’s  first  Secretaryship  he  seems  to  have 
destroyed  most  of  his  correspondence;  at  any  rate  we  have  here 
little  besides  the  letters  and  drafts  of  letters  between  King 
William  and  certain  Scottish  noblemen  in  1689,  and  letters  from 
one  M.  de  Eontenay,  relating  to  some  design  of  a “party”  in 
Britany  and  Poitou,  apparently  for  seizing  Quimperle  and  Port 
Louis,  which  Shrewsbury  describes  as  “ la  grande  aft’aire.” 

Between  1690  and  1693  Shrewsbury  preserved  not  a single 
letter.  From  March,  1694,  when  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  second  time,  his  correspondence  has  been  preserved 
perhaps  entirely,  down  to  the  time  when  he  left  England  in  1700. 
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The  letters  of  Mrs.  V illiers  and  Mrs.  Lunclee,  ^Yritten  by  King 
William’s  desire,  after  his  own  persuasions  had  failed,  to  induce 
Shrewsbury  again  to  accept  the  office  of  Secretary,  have  been 
mostly  printed  by  Coxe,  but  not  all ; the  rest  are  now  published. 
The  ladies  requested  Shrewsbury  to  burn  their  letters,  which  he 
promised  to  do,  hut  evidently  forgot  his  promise. 

During  the  first  three  years  of  his  second  Secretaryship  the 
Duke,  as  he  was  now  created,  appears  to  have  assiduously 
attended  to  his  duties.  All  the  letters  and  papers  he  received 
are  endorsed  with  the  names  of  the  writers  and  the  dates  of  their 
writing  and  reception,  either,  as  is  most  usual,  in  his  own  hand, 
or  in  that  of  a secretary,  and  he  kept  drafts  or  copies  of  his  own 
letters.  Thus  we  have  a large  quantity  of  his  own  handwriting, 
much  of  it  very  hurriedly  and  carelessly  written,  and  difficult  to 
read,  especially  the  minutes  which  he  took  as  Secretary  at  meet- 
ings of  the  Council,  similar  to  those  formerly  taken  by  Secretary 
Cecil  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  now  among  the  State  Papers. 
The  notes  of  the  examinations  of  many  Jacobite  prisoners  (p.  319) 
are  also  in  his  hand. 

His  reasons  for  disliking  the  responsibilities  of  office  are 
forcibly  stated  in  a letter  of  1st  August,  1695  : “I  never  yet  was 
a month  in  business  without  wishing  thirty  times  to  be  out  of  it. 
Even  when  things  go  the  best,  it  has  its  disgusts ; but  to  he  in  a 
post  where  much  good  is  expected,  and  see  how  little  one  is  able 
to  do,  is  hardly  to  be  borne.”  At  the  same  time  he  was  afraid  to 
retire,  for  fear  of  making  “room  for  knavery  and  treachery.” 

In  1694  and  1695  Shrewsbury  occasionally  complained  of 
lameness  owing  to  gout,  and  of  bad  eyesight,  and  in  October, 
1696,  he  fell  from  his  horse  Avhile  hunting,  and  burst  a blood 
vessel.  After  that  date  he  was  constantly  lamenting  his  ill- 
health  and  blood-spitting,  and  frequently  absented  himself  from 
London,  the  air  of  which  he  found  injurious  to  his  lungs. 
These  absences  were  however  ascribed  by  his  enemies  to  political 
reasons. 

The  accident  occurred  shortly  after  the  accusations  made 
against  him  Ijy  Sir  John  Fenwick  of  having  been  in  corre- 
spondence with  Lord  Middleton,  who  had,  after  remaining  in 
England  for  some  time  after  the  Revolution,  finally  taken  up 
his  residence  at  the  Court  of  St.  Germain.  There  is  a copy  of 
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Sir  John’s  “ information  ” in  Shrewsbury’s  own  hand,  the 
original  having  been  sent  to  him  by  the  King,  and  probal)ly 
returned.  In  a letter  to  the  Earl  of  Portland  he  says  that 
Fenwick’s  story  was  as  wonderful  to  him  as  if  he  had  been 
accused  of  coining,  and  that,  if  it  were  true,  he  should  deserve 
worse  than  its  inventor  intended  him. 

The  accusation  of  his  having  accepted  the  Secretaryship  in 
1694  by  the  desire  of  King  James  seems  absurd  in  face  of  the 
manifest  reluctance  with  which  he  was  persuaded  to  resume  the 
office.  From  a later  paper  (p.  434)  it  would  appear  that  this 
very  objection  was  suggested  to  Fenwick,  when  he  could  only 
say  that  William  might  have  had  some  information  of  the 
Duke’s  “ dealings,”  and  was  thus  able  to  “ constrain  ” him  to 
re-enter  his  service.  The  story  was  revived  by  Lord  Peter- 
borough (formerly  Monmouth)  in  August,  1699,  at  his  long 
interview  with  Secretary  Vernon. 

On  6th  November,  1696,  Shrewsbury  was  completely 
exonerated  in  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  charges  made 
against  him,  as  Henry  Guy  relates.  “It  was  impossible,”  he 
tells  the  Duke,  “for  any  person  to  have  had  a greater  vindica- 
tion than  was  given  to  you,  and  I am  sure  others  fared  well  for 
your  sake ; for  I do  from  my  heart  believe  that  all  were  sensible 
of  the  villainy  of  the  accusation,  and  the  innocence  of  yourself, 
and  do  therefore  hope  that  this  whole  matter  will  make  as  little 
impression  on  you  as  it  did  on  them.”  His  stepfather,  Mr. 
Bridges,  a member  of  the  House,  also  wrote  to  him  about  “ the 
right  the  House  did  him.”  Bridges  was  certainly  not  a Jacobite, 
whatever  his  wife,  the  Countess  Dowager,  may  have  been.  She 
is  referred  to  several  times  at  this  date,  but  not  as  taking  part  in 
politics,  though  Shrewsbury  was  cautioned  that  all  his  letters 
left  for  her  at  a certain  house  had  been  opened  (p.  435). 

The  Duke’s  continued  absence  from  London  was  however 
adversely  commented  on.  Even  Portland  wrote  to  him  on  the 
subject  on  18th  November  : “ Si  j’estois  dans  vostre  place,  et  dans 
vostre  circonstance,  rien  ne  m’empecheroit  de  venir  a Londres 
quant  ma  vie  seroit  en  danger,  de  peur  que  par  mon  absence  je  ne 
souffrisse  quelque  prejudice  en  ce  qui  m’est  plus  cher  que  la  vie 
mesme.”  But  a fortnight  later  Shrewsbury  still  protested  his 
inability  to  move  from  his  house  at  Fyford,  in  Gloucestershire, 
after  making  several  attempts. 
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From  Marlborough,  Bridges,  and  others  he  received  reports  of 
the  further  proceedings  against  Fenwick  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
in  December  and  January,  in  which  the  Earl  of  Monmouth 
became  involved  hy  his  own  folly  in  endeavouring  to  incriminate 
Shrewsbury.  On  16th  January,  1697,  Godolphin  and  Guy 
announce  their  termination,  and  that  Shrewsbury’s  “innocence 
is  at  last  rescued  from  the  malice  of  ill  men.”  Wharton, 
Sunderland,  and  Eochester  also  congratulated  him  on  the  result, 
but  Sunderland  added,  “ for  God’s  sake  come  to  us  as  soon  as 
you  are  able.” 

Shrewsbury  at  last  came  to  London  in  March,  and  took  up  his 
residence  at  Hyde  Park  Lodge,  but  was  back  again  at  Eyford  at 
the  beginning  of  May,  having  had  a relapse  of  his  “old  dis- 
temper.” He  came  to  town  again  in  July,  and  remained  there 
busily  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  office  till  the  middle  of 
August,  when  he  had  another  relapse,  and  returned  to  the 
country,  being  urged  by  the  King  to  use  “all  those  methods  and 
remedies  ” which  were  most  conducive  to  his  recovery. 

He  was  in  London  once  more  before  long,  and  met  the  King  at 
his  coming  home  after  signing  the  Treaty  of  Eyswick ; hut  on 
25th  November  he  writes  to  Galway  that  he  found  himself  worse, 
and  could  breathe  only  in  the  country  air;  “so  that,”  he  says,  “I 
can  he  esteemed  nothing  but  a corpse,  half  buried  already,  and 
expecting  the  consummation  of  that  entire  ceremony  ; it  will  not 
therefore  become  my  circumstances  to  meddle  much  in  politics.” 
To  this  Galway  replied  : “ Je  n’ay  jamais  receu  une  lettre  qui 
m’ait  touche  si  vivement ; il  semble  que  ce  soit  un  adyeu.” 

At  this  time  Vernon,  who  had  been  Under- Secretary  to 
Shrewsbury,  and  was  by  a Jacobite  termed  his  “dog”  (p.  539), 
was  appointed  to  succeed  Trumbull  as  one  of  the  two  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State.  Portland  assured  the  Duke  that  this  change 
need  cause  no  disturbance  in  the  latter’s  “ office,”  seeing  that 
Vernon  would  be  able  to  continue  in  charge  of  it,  as  well  as  to 
attend  to  his  own  new  office.  The  King  had  expressed  to  Portland 
a wish  that  Shrewsbury  would  not  dream,  or  at  least  not  talk,  of 
returning  the  seals  to  him  just  then,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Session;  but  promised  to  allow  him  soon  after  to  act  as  he  should 
think  best,  and  to  take  some  other  less  exacting  office.  Shrews- 
bury evidently  remained  only  on  these  conditions. 
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Comparatively  few  letters  from  Shrewsbury  after  this  have 
been  preserved,  though  many  were  addressed  to  him.  In 
December  he  retired  once  more  into  the  country.  While  still 
Secretary  in  name,  he  appears  to  have  considered  liimself 
practically  exempt  from  official  duties,  and  was  unwilling  to 
re-enter  public  life ; yet  he  was  constantly  receiving  from  “Mr. 
Secretary  ” (Vernon)  “ a veiy  exact  account  ” of  what  was  passing. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  on  the  resignation  of  Lord  Sunderland,  the 
office  of  Lord  Chamberlain  was  offered  to  him  by  the  King,  but  he 
excused  himself  from  accepting  it,  and  Portland  sent  him  a long 
letter  of  remonstrance,  urging  him  not  to  insist  on  his  refusal.  In 
another  letter  Portland,  to  save  Shrewsbury  trouble,  agreed  to 
write  on  all  matters  of  business  to  Vernon  only. 

The  Duke’s  retirement  was  now  recognised  as  an  accomplished 
fact.  On  9-19th  March,  1698,  Hill  writes  that  the  envoy  then 
on  his  way  from  Brussels  to  London  “ will  be  sorry  not  to  find 
your  Grace  there,  who  are  so  much  the  ornament  of  our  Court 
that  strangers  miss  you  mightily.” 

In  the  same  month  however  Shrewsbury  met  the  King  at 
Windsor,  and  it  was  hoped  he  would  follow  his  Majesty  to 
London ; but  he  had  been  fox-hunting,  which  had  brought  on  a 
fresh  attack  of  blood-spitting.  Consequently  he  did  not 
emerge  from  his  “ retreat,”  which  is  still  alluded  to  in  June  and 
August,  when  he  was  negociating  with  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
through  the  latter’s  brother.  Lord  Rochester,  for  the  purchase 
of  Cornbiny,  where  he  proposed  to  reside,  having  found  his  “little 
house  ” at  Eyford  inconvenient. 

At  length  in  June,  1699,  Shrewsbury  formally  resigned  the 
Secretaryship  of  State,  but  in  September  the  King  insisted  on 
his  accepting  the  Lord  Chamberlainship,  or  the  White  Staff, 
though,  to  remove  the  Duke’s  objections,  arrangements  were  to 
be  made  by  which  he  would  be  allowed  to  act  by  deputy,  without 
any  personal  responsibility. 

The  duties  of  the  office  were  in  fact  performed  by  Sir  John 
Stanley,  his  secretary,  from  whom  there  are  many  letters  in  1699 
and  1700,  giving  minute  details  of  the  numerous  matters  which 
fell  within  the  province  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  House- 
hold, and  asking  Shrewsbury’s  decisions  as  to  the  appointment 
of  chaplains,  musicians,  surgeons,  apothecaries,  gardeners,  and 
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officers  of  the  Household,  and  as  to  arrangements  in  the  King’s 
palaces  and  parks.  Among  other  things  he  was  called  upon  to 
decide  a claim  made  by  a pensioner  on  “ the  old  Company  of 
Players  acting  in  Drury  Lane  ” ; and  to  make  provision  for  the 
King’s  Maundy,  and  for  the  entertainment  of  ambassadors. 

The  Duke,  as  Chamberlain,  had  lodgings  at  Kensington, 
Hampton  Court,  and  Newmarket,  but  apparently  no  fixed  place 
for  the  transaction  of  business.  Stanley  therefore  endeavoured 
to  obtain  rooms  at  Whitehall  suitable  for  the  Chamberlain’s 
Office,  but,  not  finding  any,  applied  to  Sir  Christopher  Wren, 
who  offered  to  “ run  up  a slight  building  for  that  purpose  this 
summer  (1700),  of  two  rooms  for  an  office,  and  two  rooms  over 
them  for  a lodging  for  the  Secretary,  for  less  than  £200  surely 
not  an  ambitious  scheme. 

In  May,  1700,  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to 
which  no  one  had  been  appointed  for  some  years,  was  offered  by 
the  King  to  Shrewsbury,  probably  in  the  expectation  that  he 
would  accept  it  on  account  of  his  health,  which  was  still  unsatis- 
factory ; but  once  more  he  declined  the  King’s  favour.  In  June 
he  obtained  leave  to  resign  the  Chamberlainship,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  live  in  a warmer 
climate.  Plis  friends  the  Lords  Justices  in  Ireland  greatly 
deplored  his  resolve,  but  Somers  in  the  following  year  expressed 
his  envy  of  the  “good  fortune  which  had  given  him  liberty  to 
choose  to  live  remote  from  such  a country  as  ours.”  This  may 
refer  to  the  jealousies  then  prevalent  at  Court  (p.  623). 

On  1st  November,  1700, -Shrewsbury  set  out  on  his  travels, 
and  was  absent  from  England  for  more  than  five  years.  In  his 
Journal  he  gives  accounts  of  all  the  numerous  people,  English- 
men and  foreigners,  he  met  with,  and  of  all  the  places  he  visited ; 
with  many  curious  anecdotes,  and  with  observations  on  many 
diverse  topics,  including  books,  manuscripts,  music,  singing, 
architecture,  sculpture,  painting,  medicine,  politics,  inventions, 
gardens,  games  of  chance,  witchcraft,  battles,  and  battlefields. 
He  spent  several  months  in  France,  and  “saluted”  Louis  XIV. 
at  Versailles,  w'here  he  met  an  old  acquaintance,  the  Duke  of 
Lauzun,  who  told  him,  he  says,  “how  kindly  King  James  had 
always  taken  the  distinguishing  civility  I had  showed  him  w'hen 
I was  sent  on  the  message”  (in  December,  1688);  and  expressed 
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a wish  that  Shrewsbury  would  see  “ the  Prince  of  Wales,”  a fine 
youth,  which  Shrewsbury  refused  to  do,  though,  he  pointedly 
added,  he  would  rather  see  him  in  France  than  in  England. 

From  France  he  went  to  Switzerland,  and  thence  into  Italy. 
He  arrived  at  Rome  on  20th  November,  1701,  and  took  up  his 
abode  there  for  nearly  three  years  and  a half.  Only  two  days 
after  his  arrival  he  was  introduced  to  the  Countess  Adelaide 
Paleotti,  who  is  from  that  date  mentioned  almost  daily  in  the 
Journal.  Affairs  and  events  in  Rome  during  the  same  period 
are  recorded  at  great  length.  Shrewsbury  alludes  to  a ceremony 
which  took  place  in  the  Vatican  on  24th  January,  1702,  in 
honour  of  King  James,  who  had  died  on  6th  December  before  ; 
to  his  “affliction”  on  hearing  of  King  William’s  death  on 
4th  April  following ; and  to  the  death  of  his  own  mother  on 
19th  April,  old  style.  Subsequently  he  says  he  was  informed 
that  “ several  h}^  their  intercession  to  King  James  had  recovered 
health  and  limbs;  so  I perceive  they  intend  to  make  him  a 
Saint.” 

On  18th  May,  in  a passage  quoted  by  Coxe,  he  states  that  he 
had  been  informed  by  Lord  Godolphin  of  Queen  Anne’s  intention 
to  “ keep  the  place  of  Master  of  (the)  Horse  for  my  return  ” ; 
which  gives  him  occasion  to  recall  the  fact  that  “ almost  all  the 
great  places  of  the  kingdom  ” had  been  offered  to  him  at  one 
time  or  another.  In  December  followdng  he  indignantly  repu- 
diates the  notion  of  the  Italians  that  he  could  possibly  have  any 
correspondence  with  the  so-called  “King  and  Queen  of  England  ” 
at  St.  Germain ; and  he  mentions  (p.  767)  a belief  that  the  latter 
was  an  illegitimate  daughter  of  Louis  XIV. 

While  in  Rome  Shrewsbury  w^as  suspected  by  the  Pope  of 
plotting  “against  his  State”  (p.  769),  and  spies  w'ere  sent  to 
the  receptions  held  by  the  Countess  Adelaide,  on  which  he 
remarks : “ That  little  concerns  me,  for  I have  nothing  to  do 
here,  nor  will  have  anything  to  do  either  here  or  elsew'here,  and 
should  be  glad  such  good  spies  were  put  about  me  as  might 
discover  that  I have  no  business;  for,  if  I would  engage  in 
business,  I might  have  a post  that  would  become  me  better  than 
being  a little  agent  or  spy  at  this  WTetched  Court”  (p.  771). 
In  other  places  he  makes  some  unflattering  remarks  on  the 
Papal  government  of  that  day. 
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His  grandfather,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  died  at  Deene,  in 
Northamptonshire,  on  15th  July,  1703.  The  new  Earl  and  his 
brother,  Mr.  Brudenell,  were  then  in  Eome,  and  sundry  allusions 
are  made  to  them  and  their  doings. 

The  Countess  Adelaide  was  a widow,  and  had  a daughter,  who 
became  a nun.  On  23rd  October,  1703,  she  received  a proposal 
of  marriage  from  a certain  Frenchman,  and  Shrewsbury,  as  a 
friend,  advised  her  not  to  decline  it.  On  23rd  July,  1704,  she 
told  Shrewsbury  that  “ the  reason  of  her  some  time  since  desiring 
Lord  Cardigan  to  come  not  so  frequently  to  her  house  was  that 
Bishop  Ellis  had  been  twice  with  the  Pope,  to  complain  as  if  she 
designed  to  trepan  him  into  a match.”  Shrewsbury  remarks ; 
“I  have  already  observed  how  great  a liar  this  prelate  is,  and 
here  he  shows  his  malice.”  Cardigan’s  “ Lady  ” is  afterwards 
mentioned,  but  his  marriage  is  dated  1707  in  the  New  Peerage. 

In  several  places  in  the  Journal  Shrewsbury  mentions  periodical 
attacks  of  his  old  complaint.  Under  30th  July,  1704,  he  narrates 
his  peculiar  experiences  in  a Eoman  bathing-house.  On  4th 
August  he  writes : “Comte  Mattei  was  with  me,  who  says  that  a 
year  ago  I was  so  ill  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pope  that  it  was  thought 
a crime  to  go  near  me  ; now  that  they  fear  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  his  redcoats  should  come  into  Italy,  his  Holiness 
does  nothing  but  commend  me.” 

Shrewsbury  first  proposed  marriage  to  the  Countess  Adelaide 
on  24th  April,  1705.  Whether  he  was  then  accepted  is  not 
stated,  but  he  left  Eome  three  days  later.  He  went  first  to 
Venice,  whither  Lord  Cardigan  had  preceded  him.  While  there 
he  had  an  attack  of  gout,  and  on  recovering  went  to  Padua, 
and  visited  the  tomb  of  his  aunt,  Catherine  Whetnal,  in  a church 
there.  From  Venice,  on  27th  June,  he  seems  to  have  sent  a 
further  proposal  to  the  Countess,  but  here,  as  before,  the  entrj' 
is  in  cipher.  He  had  already  made  his  will  (pp.  783,  790). 
On  5th  July  he  “ set  out  from  Venice,”  and  arrived  on  the  16th 
at  Augsburg,  where  he  was  taken  ill,  and  in  consequence  suffered 
from  lameness.  On  28th  August  he  sent  by  post  to  the 
Countess  asking  her  to  come  to  him.  Meanwhile  he  interviewed 
the  Lutheran  minister  at  Augsburg  and  Senator  Van  Stetin  on 
the  subject  of  his  proposed  marriage,  informing  them  of  the 
Countess’s  change  of  religion,  and  the  minister  referred  the 
question  to  “his  superior.”  The  Countess  joined  the  Duke  on 
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the  18th  September,  and  they  were  married  on  the  20th.  Her 
friends  at  Rome  had  petitioned  the  Inquisition  to  give  her  leave 
to  marry  Shrew'sbury,  but  had  been  refused.  On  10th  October 
the  Duke  and  his  wife  left  Augsburg  on  their  way  to  England. 
At  Frankfort  they  signed  a deed  resigning  the  new  Duchess’s 
“portion  at  Bologna”  to  her  mother,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
a descendant  of  Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester. 

These  facts,  apparently  now  published  for  the  first  time,  dis- 
prove the  usual  story  that  Shrewsbury  was  compelled  by  Lady 
Adelaide’s  relatives  to  marry  her  at  Rome.  Clearly  there  could 
have  been  no  compulsion  under  the  circumstances.  None  of  her 
relatives  w'ere  even  present  at  the  wedding  ceremony. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  stayed  at  Frankfort  from  17th  October 
till  10th  November,  and  in  the  interval  klarlborough  arrived 
there,  and  remained  a few  days.  Shrewsbury  had  several  inter- 
views with  him,  during  which  his  “discourse  was  to  show  how 
averse  the  Queen  of  England  was  to  a peace,”  and  to  persuade 
Shrewsbury  “to  come  into  business,”  that  is,  to  take  office.  The 
Duchess  soon  after  made  her  “ recantation  ” before  a Reformed 
French  minister.  At  Cologne  she  was  visited  by  her  brother, 
Ferdinando  Paleotti,  who  from  there  accompanied  them  on  their 
journey,  but  whether  he  came  to  England  is  uncertain. 

At  the  Hague  Shrewsbury  was  constantly  in  the  society  of 
^larlborough,  who  informed  him  of  “ all  the  plans  for  peace  now 
pi'oposed  to  these  people.”  One  day  they  both  “ drank  tea”  with 
the  Duchess.  From  a French  merchant  Shrewsbury  heard  some 
news  from  St.  Germain,  where,  it  was  said,  “ Queen  klary  has 
disgusted  her  whole  Court,  who  once  had  thoughts  of  publishing 
a factum  against  her  ; and  they  have  thoughts  of  conveying  the 
young  Prince  to  Scotland,  but  the  Court  of  France  will  not  con- 
sent.” 

Shrewsbury’s  travels  were  now  at  an  end.  He  left  the  Brill  in 
one  of  the  Queen’s  yachts  on  7th  January,  170G,  and  arrived  at 
Deptford  on  Sunday  following,  the  13th. 

During  his  absence  abroad  the  Duke  appears  to  have  maintained 
little  correspondence,  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  he  may  have 
destroyed  most  of  it.  Coxe  prints  a few  letters  from  Marl- 
borough, Somers,  Godolphin,  and  Halifax,  and  there  are  a few 
more  in  this  Report,  supplemented  by  many  other  letters  from 
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George  Stepney  at  Vienna,  Sir  Lambert  Blackwell  at  Florence, 
Sir  Cloudesley  Shovell  in  Leghorn  Koad,  and  others.  There  are 
two  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Tall)ot  announcing  his 
marriage.  After  his  return  he  had  some  correspondence  with 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  Burnet,  and  Harley,  and  with 
Benjamin  Furley,  whom  he  had  met  at  the  Hague.  The 
undated  letters  and  papers  at  the  end  proliably  belong  to  the 
period  of  his  second  Secretaryship. 

Much  of  the  fresh  information  here ' collected  touching  the 
principal  facts  in  Shrewsbury’s  life  has  now  been  indicated.  It 
will  be  seen  that  these  additional  papers,  like  those  printed 
by  Coxe,  do  not  in  any  way  support  the  common  belief  that  he 
was  a Jacobite  at  heart,  and  kept  up  communications  with  the 
Stuarts.  On  the  other  hand,  they  do  help  us  in  some  measure 
to  comprehend  “ the  charm  of  manner  ” for  which  he  was  so 
greatly  admired  by  his  contemporaries. 

We  may  now  turn  to  the  illustrations  they  afford  of  the  events 
of  the  period.  There  are  sundry  references  to  Queen  Mary,  but 
she  did  not  apparently  take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
seldom  presided,  in  the  King’s  absence,  at  meetings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  the  Cabinet  Council,  as 
Shrewsbury  terms  it  (p.  85).  On  4th  September,  1694,  Shrews- 
bury informed  Secretary  Blathwayt,  then  with  the  King  in  the 
Netherlands,  that  the  Queen  had  been  “a  little  indisposed”  ; but 
a few  days  after  he  announced  her  supposed  recovery,  which  was 
attributed  to  her  “ having  let  blood.”  She  proved,  however,  to  be 
suffering  from  smallpox,  from  which  she  did  not  recover.  Arch- 
bishop Tillotson,  Shrewsbury’s  valued  friend,  had  died  only  a 
month  previously.  Admiral  Bussell  in  his  letters  lamented  the 
deaths  of  both.  He  states  that  the  fleet  under  him  in  Cadiz  Bay 
went  into  mourning  for  the  Queen  ; and  he  urged  Shrewsbury 
to  secure  the  succession  to  Tillotson  of  “a  man  that  won’t  be 
too  strict  with  us  rigid  Presbyterians.” 

The  allusions  to  King  William  are  naturally  very  numerous, 
and  illustrate  most  of  the  events  of  his  reign,  and  his  actions  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  long,  unsigned  letter  to  him  of  25th 
December,  1689,  is  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Thomas 
Wharton,  afterwards  Lord  Wharton.  It  reproaches  him  for  his 
coldness,  and  for  his  neglect  of  those  who  had  assisted  in 
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establishing  him  on  the  throne.  There  is  also  a copy  among  the 
State  Papers,  and  the  entire  text  is  printed  in  Dalrymple’s 
Memorials,  vol.  ii.,  app.  ii.,  p.  84. 

Many  of  the  letters  and  official  papers  relate  to  the  alleged 
designs  of  Jacobites  to  assassinate  William,  while  returning  to 
Kensington  after  hunting,  or  to  seize  him  and  convey  him  over 
to  France.  Shrewsbury  believed  in  the  probability  of  their 
existence,  on  the  ground  that  “ the  fate  of  us  and  of  Europe 
seems  to  depend  so  much  upon  the  lite  of  one  man.”  Others 
relate  to  the  expected  invasion  of  England  by  James  II.  Sundi’y 
warrants  for  the  arrest  of  certain  persons  for  high  treason  are 
noticed  on  jip.  5G,  95,  96. 

Particulars  of  the  unsuccessful  naval  attempts  on  Brest  and 
Dunkirk,  in  1694-6,  will  he  found  in  the  correspondence  of  that 
period,  among  much  information  relating  to  the  Navy  and  naval 
commanders.  A secret  voyage  planned  by  one  Neckson  also 
came  to  nothing.  The  French  Admiral  Du  Bart,  who  is  men- 
tioned in  many  places,  was  at  one  time  “master  at  sea,”  and  the 
King  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  encounter  him  with  an 
inferior  fleet.  Admiral  Russell  was  annoyed  at  “ the  honour 
two  flag-officers  received  in  kissing  the  King’s  hands,”  as  being 
injurious  to  “ discipline  in  the  Fleet.”  It  is  remarkable  that 
Sir  George  Rooke  frequently  complained  in  strong  terms  to 
Shrewsbury  of  the  inferior  quality  of  the  crews  on  board  the 
ships  under  his  command,  describing  them  in  one  place  as 
“ a miserable  mob  ” (p.  ‘218).  Many  letters  relate  to  the 
disputes  with  Denmark  and  Sweden  touching  the  failure  of 
their  ships  to  salute  the  English  flag. 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  the  King  in  his  passages  between 
Holland  and  England,  owing  to  unfavourable  wind  and  weather, 
are  illustrated  by  several  letters  of  Secretary  Blathwayt  in 
October  and  November,  1694.  At  length  he  arrived  in  the 
William  and  Mary  yacht  at  Margate,  where  he  “ took  coach  ” to 
Canterbury,  intending  to  dine  the  next  day  at  Dartford. 

Before  going  to  Holland  again,  in  1695,  the  King,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Queen’s  death,  appointed  Lords  Justices  to  carry 
on  the  Government  during  his  absence,  Shrewsbury  being  one  of 
them.  The  occasion  was  quite  novel,  there  being  no  Royal 
family  from  which  a “ Keeper  of  England  ” could  be  selected,  as 
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in  the  clays  of  the  Edwards  and  Henrys,  and  the  title  now  adopted 
was  settled  in  Council.  Several  much  corrected  drafts  show  that 
considerable  pains  were  taken  to  draw  up  instructions  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Lords  Justices.  Whether  these  were  actually 
formulated  does  not  appear  ; there  seems  to  be  no  fair  copy 
among  the  State  Papers ; at  any  rate  it  was  decided  that  the 
Lords  Justices  were  to  follow  such  instructions  as  they  should 
receive  from  the  King  from  tinie  to  time. 

While  the  Jacobites  abroad  were  encouraging  themselves  with 
the  sup230sed  unpopularity  of  “the  Prince  of  Orange,”  Shrews- 
bury, on  6th  September,  1695,  was  urging  that  William  should 
return  to  England  earlier  in  the  }^ear  than  usual;  adding,  “ I 
believe  he  will  find  the  nation  so  full  of  gratitude  for  the  pains 
and  dangers  he  has  undergone,  and  so  thoroughly  well  dis2)Osed 
to  his  and  their  own  true  interest,  that  it  will  be  ha^jj^y  if  this 
seasonable  oj)portunity  be  taken  for  the  summoning  a new 
Parliament.” 

A letter  of  Lord  Keeper  Somers  shortly  after  throws  light  on 
the  intrigues  incident  to  Parliamentary  elections  in  those  times. 
One  party,  for  some  reason,  wished  the  poll  (for  Westminster)  to 
be  taken  in  Hyde  Park;  and  it  is  related  that  “the  Duke  of 
Leeds  gives  a great  deal  of  roast  beef  against  Mr.  Montagu.” 
Shrewsbury  was  asked  to  aid  the  latter  with  his  presence,  if 
jDOssible.  AVilliam  Penn  wished  to  obtain  a formal  2)i’otection 
while  travelling  in  the  west  during  “ so  Inisy  a time  as  that  of  the 
Elections,”  and  received  a letter  from  Shrewsbury,  intended  to 
serve  that  jDurpose  ; but  Somers  comjfiained  that  Penn  made  an 
“ill  use  ” of  it,  by  emjoloying  all  his  interest  in  the  election  at 
Bristol. 

The  King  was  making  a Progress  at  this  time,  accom2)anied  by 
Shrewsbury,  and  was  expected  to  pass  through  Oxford,  on  his 
way  from  Althorjoe  and  Welbeck,  about  the  time  of  the  LTniver- 
sity  Election.  Secretary  Trumbull  writes  : “I  was  very  glad  to 
find  the  University  so  generally  well  afi’eeted  and  dutiful  to  his 
klajesty  as  they  frequently  expressed  themselves.”  They 
desired  to  entertain  the  King  on  the  occasion,  but  were  informed 
that  “ a treat  was  not  expected  from  them  ” ; only  certain 
customary  ceremonies  were  to  be  observed. 

The  long-expected  defection  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  from  the 
Grand  Alliance  became  an  accomj)lished  fact  in  the  middle 
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of  1696.  Copies  of  his  correspondence,  real  or  imaginary,  with 
the  French  generals  were  furnished  l)y  the  Duke  himself  to  Lord 
Galway,  commander  of  William’s  forces  in  Italy.  On  4th  July, 
new  style,  Mr.  Hill,  Paymaster  in  Flanders,  writes  from  Ghent : 
“ I dare  not  presume  to  make  any  remarks  on  these  letters,  but 
I can  assure  your  Grace  that  the  King  is  under  great  disquiet. 

I fear  it  is  equally  impossible  to  send  money  to  his  Eoyal 
Highness  and  to  my  Lord  Galway,  for  want  of  which  the  one 
will  have  a pretence  to  treat,  and  the  other  be  under  an 
impossibility  of  keeping  his  few  troops  together.”  And  on 
9-19th  July:  “What  seems  most  provoking  for  us  is,  that 
H.Pi.H.  seemed  careful  to  manage  the  honour  and  interests  of 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain  in  some  manneij  but  never 
so  much  as  mentioned  our  King,  or  the  States.  . . . The 
King  is  more  melancholy  than  I have  ever  seen  him,  and  I fear 
the  ill  news  which  I bring  him  of  the  great  necessities  of  his 
Army,  and  the  little  hopes  I can  see  of  subsisting  it  to  the  end  of 
the  campaign,  have  added  to  his  chagrin.” 

William’s  resources  were  indeed  at  a low  ebb.  Shrewsbury 
writes  from  AVhitehall  on  the  14th  July  to  Secretary  Blathwayt : 
“The  Treasury  have  declared  to  us  today  they  find  it  absolutely 
impossible  to  send  any  speedy  and  considerable  supply  for  the 
.\rmy,  so  that  if  any  way  could  be  found  out  to  get  credit  for 
them  abroad,  for  their  (the  Army’s)  support  for  some  time,  that 
seems  to  be  the  only  expedient  left  to  preserve  them  from 
immediate  ruin.” 

No  wonder  the  Allies  were  ready  to  treat  for  a general  peace, 
though  William  was  still  eager  “to  attempt  and  do  something” 
in  order  secure  better  terms.  As  the  Dutch  would  not  “ lend  a 
stiver,”  he  proposed  to  raise  money  by  pawning  his  je.wels. 
However,  negociations  were  begun  with  the  French,  but  were 
much  delayed  by  the  procrastination  of  the  Emperor  and  Spain. 
The  Emperor  Leopold  seems  to  have  been  already  acting  on  . the 
maxim  which  he  afterwards  enunciated — “ La  nostra  tardanza 
non  ci  ha  mai  pregiudicato  ” (p.  770). 

Among  other  things,  proposals  were  made  for  William’s 
marriage  to  a French  Princess,  but  Shrewsbury  pointed  out  the 
insuperable  objections  to  it  under  the  Bill  of  Rights.  It  was 
certainly  thought  that  William  intended  to  marry  again.  Other 
Princesses  of  Brandenburg,  Hesse,  Cleves,  and  Denmark,  and  a> 
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daughter  of  the  Emperor  were  proposed  for  his  selection,  Inxt  it 
seems  doubtful  whether  he  ever  had  serious  intentions  in  this 
direction.  Shrewsbury  remarks  : “ The  posture  of  affairs  in  our 
King’s  reign  has  a great  resemblance  with  that  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  some  things  excepted.  She  made  great  advantages 
from  the  several  propositions  of  marriage  she  hearkened  to,  and 
found  her  interest  in  being  coquette  to  many.  I know  not  whether 
the  same  politic  (policy)  may  not  yet  be  good,  and  it  may  prove 
as  useful  to  his  Majesty  to  give  hopes  to  many  as  to  engage  him- 
self to  one.  But  perhaps  my  own  practice  may  help  to  convince 
(convict)  me  of  partiality  against  matrimony.” 

Shrewsbury  might  have  drawn  a further  parallel  between  the 
two  reigns  in  the  matter  of  favouritism.  Keppel  was  now  super- 
seding Portland  as  chief  favourite  of  William,  and  there  are 
sundry  references  to  their  rivalry  and  quarrels. 

At  this  time  Matthew  Prior,  English  Secretary  at  the 
Hague,  was  writing  in  an  entertaining  style  to  Shrewsbury. 
He  gives  an  account  of  the  journey  to  Cleves  undertaken 
by.  the  King  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing  the  Princess 
of  that  House,  and  of  the  King’s  warm  reception  by  the 
Elector.  “ In  the  Electrice’s  apartment,  after  they  had  talked 
an  hour  standing,  the  King,  the  Electrice,  and  the  Duke  of  Zell 
went  to  ombre  for  five  good  hours ; the  King  had  an  armed 
chair,  the  Duke  of  Zell  an  ordinary  one,  and  she  sat  on  the  bed. 
The  Electrice  has  a face  not  unlike  our  poor  Queen  (Mary),  upon 
Queen  (Catherine)  Dowager’s  body.  . . . The  Princess  is  not 
ugly,  but  disagreeable;  a tall  miss  at  a boarding-school,  with  a 
lean  neck ; very  pale,  and  a great  lover,  I fancy,  of  chalk  and 
tobacco-pipes ; nobody  can  tell  if  it  be  a match  or  no,  but  as  much 
as  one  could  guess  he  (the  King)  does  not  much  dislike  her.”  At 
dinner  the  Elector  had  a separate  table  for  “the  best  English,” 
while  “ there  was  a great  deal  of  good  meat  and  ill  wine  for 
everybody  else ; but  they  filled  it  (the  wine)  in  such  mighty 
glasses,  and  it  came  about  so  fast,  that  people  grew  drunk  before 
they  had  half  dined.” 

The  French  Eefugees  were  now  “very  busy  everywhere  to  get 
themselves  included  in  the  Treaty ; they  would  fain  make  out 
that  the  Kings  of  England  were  garrands  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  ” ; 
but  Hill  thought  they  “would  not  go  home-”  even  “if  the  door 
were  opened,” 
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The  Emperor’s  stipulations,  when  at  last  they  became  known, 
proved  to  be  so  unlikely  of  acceptance  that  Shrewsbury  wished 
the  uegociations  for  peace  had  not  proceeded  so  far  as  they  had 
done.  In  spite  of  the  low  state  of  the  King’s  revenue  he 
declares  : “I  am  confident  the  Parliament  will  do  their  part  to 
maintain  the  war,  and  though  we  are  poorer  than  we  were,  yet 
(we)  are  not  in  so  desperate  a condition  as  the  disaffected  Party 
would  represent  us.” 

The  Army  in  the  Netherlands  was  still  in  want  of 
money  in  March,  1697,  and  it  was  feared  that  some  great 
“ disorder  ” might  happen  in  it,  which  would  put  an  end  to  all 
hopes  of  peace.  Hill  writes : “ We  are  so  far  in  arrear  and  in 
debt  that  both  officer  and  soldier  are  put  upon  a dangerous  trial. 
...  I hope  the  King  will  not  bring  any  more  battalions  over 
hither,  my  Lord ; I fear  the  Kegency  (the  Lords  Justices)  may 
have  as  much  need  of  ’em  in  England  as  in  Flanders.” 

However,  the  King  went  over  to  Holland  in  April,  as  usual,  to 
prepare  for  another  campaign,  which  was  indeed  commenced, 
though  the  treaty  was  still  in  progress,  the  plenipotentiaries 
having  enough  pretensions  before  them  to  occupy  them  “till 
Doomsday.”  The  characters  of  the  English  negociators,  who 
were  Lord  Pembroke,  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  and  Lord  Villiers, 
are  amusingly  sketched  by  Hill  (pp.  475,  476,  560). 

Matters  appear  to  have  been  expedited  by  informal  interviews 
between  Portland  and  Marshal  Boufflers,  which  caused  some 
jealousy  to  the  Imperialists  and  Spaniards.  No  doubt  at  these 
interviews  various  subjects  were  discussed,  but  the  “ main 
point  ” which  concerned  William  was  to  obtain  from  France  an 
acknowledgment  of  himself  as  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  a 
guarantee  not  to  assist  James  II.  in  any  attempts  to  recover  the 
Crown,  and,  if  possible,  for  his  removal  from  St.  Germain  to 
some  place  “ further  off.” 

William  did  not  indeed  hesitate  to  intervene  for  the  settlement 
of  other  points  in  dispute.  Villiers  writes  that  the  King  had 
urged  the  Imperialists  to  come  to  a speedy  determination  “ in 
the  whole  affair,”  and  intimated  his  opinion  on  one  of  the 
principal  obstacles,  “ that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  King  of 
Spain  to  take  an  equivalent  for  Luxembourg.”  The  Imperialists 
at  first  objected,  “ but  this  is  referred  to  his  Majesty,  who 
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certainly  knows  the  interest  of  these  countries  better  than  any 
mati,  and  if  he  pleases  to  have  an  equivalent  taken  it  will  avail 
but  very  little  what  our  Germans  say  to  the  contrary.” 

As  the  Imperialists  remained  too  long  obdurate,  the  time  fixed 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  1st  September,  new  style,  passed 
by,  and  warlike  operations  were  recommenced  by  the  French, 
who  had  become  elated  by  their  recent  successes  at  sea,  and  in 
Spain.  Fresh  informal  negociations  were  nevertheless  opened 
between  Portland  and  Boufilers,  though  the  former  had  in  the 
meantime  threatened  to  retire  from  the  King’s  service,  owing  to 
“the  slights ” put  on  him.  But  the  French  now  withdrew  some  of 
their  previous  offers,  especially  that  of  surrendering  Strasburg  ; 
so  that  the  Emperor  for  once  did  not  benefit  by  his  proverbial 
slowness. 

After  this  the  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Kyswick  w’ere  settled  with 
remarkable  speed  in  comparison  with  the  previous  dilatoriness ; 
and  so  on  10-20th  September  Williamson  was  able  to  inform 
Shrewsbury  that  “having,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  finally  adjusted 
all  our  points,  we  are  here  this  afternoon  to  sign  the  Treaty ; it’s 
now  writing  fair  over.”  The  reasons  of  the  French  for  being  so 
ready  to  conclude  peace  were  the  subject  of  speculation.  Hill 
says  : “ ’Tis  certain  our  enemy  was  in  a condition  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  great  superiority  everywhere,  and  I can  see  no  political 
reasons  which  could  move  him  to  such  a peace  as  we  have  now, 
by  which  France  gives  up  more  to  Spain  and  the  Empire  than 
ever  was  given  up  by  any  treaty  of  peace  that  I know  of.  AVe 
must  seek  for  the  true  reasons  hereof  in  the  age  or  devotion  of 
the  Kiiag  of  France,  in  his  inclinations,  or  in  those  of  Madame 
Maintenon.  But  a peace  we  have,  and  the  Lord  of  Peace  be 
thanked.  I think  I must  go  to  Loo  and  receive  the  King’s  orders 
about  the  disposition  of  his  Army,  and  where  it  must  winter  ; I 
hope,  in  England.  The  Elector  (of  Bavaria)  and  the  Prince  of 
Vaudemont  design  to  go  visit  the  King  at  Loo,  who  are  better 
company  than  the  Czar  would  he,”  Peter  the  Great  being  then  on 
a visit  to  Holland.  The  Treaty  was  provisionally  ratified  by 
the  King  a few  days  after,  till  the  formal  ratification  under  the 
Great  Seal  should  arrive  from  London ; and  it  was  proclaimed  at 
the  Hague  early  in  October, 

The  foreign  troops  in  AVilliam's  pay,  Hill  writes  elsewhere, 
“ are  now  grown  useless,  I hope,  since  the  peace  is  made  ; but  we 
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owe  these  troops  so  much  money,  and  are  so  unable  to  pay  ’em 
at  present,  and  the  King  so  averse  to  the  discharging  any  of  ’em 
until  they  are  cleared,  that  I fear  we  must  keep  ’em  all  the 
winter.”  As  to  the  British  troops,  Hill  stated  his  intention  of 
getting  most  of  them  “ sent  every  man  to  his  own  home,”  though 
he  foresaw  “ a good  deal  of  opposition,”  meaning,  no  doubt,  on 
the  part  of  the  King. 

Portland  was  appointed  as  Ambassador  to  Paris,  “ an  honour- 
able kind  of  banishment”;  and  the  King  gave  him  Lord 
Clancarty’s  estate.  It  has  been  alleged  that  Shrewsbury  and 
the  other  English  Ministers  had  no  hand  in  the  treaty,  but 
Williamson  congratulates  the  Duke  on  “ the  part  your  Excellency 
has  had  in  bringing  to  a conclusion  a Peace  which  does  so 
universally  rejoice.”  The  Duke’s  correspondence  during  the 
negociations  with  the  King,  Portland,  and  the  three  plenipoten- 
tiaries before  named,  will  be  found  in  Coxe.  He  would  have 
been  consulted  more  frequently  but  for  the  state  of  his  health, 
and  the  King  and  Williamson  apologised  for  troubling  him  as 
much  as  they  did.  The  other  Lords  Justices  also  appear  to  have 
been  in  constant  communication  with  the  King. 

After  all,  nothing  appears  to  have  been  settled  in  respect  of 
the  residence  of  James  IL,  and  on  this  Shrewsbury  remarks  to 
Hill : “I  do  not  yet  understand  that  anything  is  agreed  concern- 
ing King  James  removing  further  from  Paris.  His  remaining 
so  near  will  surely  be  very  undecent,  when  our  King  has  an 
ambassador  there,  both  with  respect  to  himself  and  the  King  of 
France;  and  it  will  be  extreme (ly)  inconvenient  to  the  quiet  of 
his  Majesty’s  affairs  to  have  him  in  a place  where  such  easy 
recourse  may  be  had  to  him.  The  nation  in  general  is  much 
pleased  and  satisfied  with  the  Peace,  but  there  are  some  who  will 
like  nothing,  who  will  be  ready  to  find  any  fault  they  can.  The 
uncertainty  of  this  (which  I am  sensible  might  not  properly  be 
inserted  in  the  public  Treaty),  and  the  Article  about  Hudson’s 
Bay,  are  the  only  two  objections  I have  yet  heard  mentioned.” 

It  is  important  to  observe  that  William  had  signed  “ a separate 
peace”  (p.  569),  for  the  Imperialists  and  the  Catholic  Princes  of 
Germany  delayed  signing  the  Treaty  till  30th  October,  n.s. 
In  the  meantime  a clause  was  secretly  “foisted”  into  the 
Treaty  by  “underhand”  collusion  between  the  Catholic  Princes 
and  the  French,  to  the  effect  that  the  Protestant  religion  and 
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churches  should  not  be  restored  in  the  provinces  given  up  by  the 
French.  Most  of  the  Protestant  Princes  at  first  refused  to  sign 
the  Treaty  as  thus  unwarrantably  altered,  but  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburg  and  others  could  not  well  afford  to  he  left  at 
the  mercy  of  France,  and  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  William 
to  renounce  his  own  stipulations  and  re-open  the  war. 

On  this  Villiers,  now  Earl  of  Jersey,  remarks : “ This 
manner  of  proceeding  is  a little  rough,  and  is  warning  enough 
for  us  not  to  rely  too  much  on  the  peace  we  have  now  made.” 
Williamson  points  out  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  professions 
made  by  the  French  during  the  negociations  ; and  he  gives 
some  account  of  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Diet  of 
Eatisbon,  where  at  length  the  Treaty  was  ratified  by  all  the 
German  Princes,  the  Protestant  deputies  signing  with  “ a kind 
of  reservation,”  which  was  entered  in  the  register  of  the  Diet. 

It  was  expected  that  the  King  would  in  future  be  able  to  give 
more  attention  to  domestic  affairs.  On  18-28th  November,  Hill 
writes  from  Antwerp  : “ His  Majesty  is  got  out  of  an  ill  war  very 
gloriously,  and  he  is  going  now,  I suppose,  to  settle  his  reign 
upon  such  methods  as  may  make  him  more  glorious  in 
peace.  ...  I know,  my  Lord,  that  the  King  has  of  late  been 
pressed,  by  all  those  who  dare  press  him  on  that  subject,  to 
marry  ; and  I know  his  Majesty  shows  no  great  aversion  to  it 
now.” 

William  was  however  in  no  hurry  to  oblige  his  advisers.  On 
9-19th  March,  1698,  Hill  reports  that  the  Queen  of  Spain, 
anxious  for  an  alliance  with  England,  “ would  fain  help  our  King 
to  a wife ; she  offered  first  one  of  the  Emperor's  daughters,  and 
afterwards  one  of  her  Lutheran  cousins,  but  his  Majesty  could 
not  be  tempted.”  The  temptation  no  doubt  was  great,  for  the 
Queen’s  object  was  to  counteract  the  intrigues  of  the  French 
ministers  at  Madrid,  where  “ the  ill  health  of  the  King  gives 
great  expectations  to  all  those  who  pretend  to  share  in  the  succes- 
sion.” With  that  object  William  was  no  doubt  in  full  sympathy, 
for,  as  Hill  remarks,  “ the  French  King  has  this  day  more  men 
and  ships  ready,  and  more  money  in  his  exchequer,  than  all  the 
Princes  who  were  lately  allied  against  him.  That  alliance  is 
disbanded,  and  no  new  one  made.” 

In  another  letter  Hill  expresses  his  alarm  lest  French  armies 
should  take  possession  of  the  entire  Spanish  monarchy,  as  soon 
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as  the  Spanish  King  should  die.  “ In  the  meantime  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  is  busy  about  tribes,  when  it  might  be  making 
preparations  for  securing  Mexique  and  Peru.”  Some  months 
later  Hill  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  best  plan  would  be  for 
the  King  to  “play  a sure  game,  and  enter  into  such  measures  as 
may  be  reasonable  with  the  French  themselves,  and  set  a son  of 
France  upon  the  Spanish  throne,  upon  the  best  terms  we  can,” 
though  it  was  “ almost  treason  ” to  say  so.  This  was  after  the 
battering  reception  of  Portland  in  France. 

From  December,  1697,  to  March,  1698,  the  Earl  of  Manchester 
was  at  Venice  as  Ambassador  extraordinary,  and  wrote  frequently 
to  Shrewsbury.  After  many  tedious  formalities  he  was  received 
by  the  Republic,  and  presented  a memorial  recpiiring  reparation 
to  be  made  to  English  merchants  for  certain  injustices  which 
they  had  suffered  from  the  Signory ; but  he  had  to  return  with- 
out obtaining  a satisfactory  reply.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
Venetians  intended  shortly  to  send  an  Ambassador  to  England. 

At  the  same  time  Sir  Lambert  Blackwell,  who  had  previously 
been  Consul  at  Leghorn,  was  appointed  Ambassador  extraordinary 
to  the  Republic  of  Genoa,  and  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  at 
Florence.  At  Genoa  he  presented  a memorial  on  behalf 
of  the  English  Eactory  (at  Leghorn),  and  experienced  the  same 
impossibility  of  obtaining  a debnite  reply  as  Lord  Manchester 
did  at  Venice.  He  managed,  however,  to  secure  the  release  of 
two  of  the  King’s  subjects  from  the  galleys,  to  which  they  had  been 
condemned  merely  as  “ heretics.”  From  Genoa  he  went  to 
Florence,  where  he  made  similar  remonstrances  on  behalf  of  the 
English  merchants  at  Leghorn,  which  had  been  declared  a free 
port  as  far  back  as  1593.  He  remained  at  Florence  till  1703. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1701,  Shrewsbury  visited  these  cities,  and 
was  entertained  by  Blackwell;  he  also  met  several  English 
gentlemen,  including  Mr.  Addison. 

There  is  very  little  in  this  collection  for  the  last  two  years  of 
William  III.  When  his  death  was  reported  in  Rome,  Shrewsbury 
did  not  at  first  believe  it.  He  says ; “ We  were  told  that  (the 
French)  Cardinal  Jansen  had  sent  about  the  news  of  the  King’s 
death  with  that  joy  and  triumph  that  it  is  shameful ; pray  God 
send  it  prove  as  false  as  formerly.”  A few  weeks  later  he 
writes;  “The  great  character  which  King  William  has  in  these 
parts  is  chieby  O'ving  to  the  old  Prince  Vaudemont,  who,  when 
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lie  was  in  Eome,  gave  them  a true  notion  of  that  great  prince, 
(and)  how  much  it  was  their  interest  to  wish  well  to  one  who 
curbed  the  exorbitant  power  of  France ; before,  they  (had) 
esteemed  him  a tyrant  and  a monster.” 

William’s  successor  had  not  to  wait  so  long  for  recognition  at 
the  Eoman  Court.  After  an  interview  with  Cardinal  Sacripanti 
Shrewsbury  writes,  on  21st  July,  1703:  “The  Cardinal  always 
mixes,  as  he  did  now,  in  his  discourse,  how  the  Pope  recommends 
to  his  missionaries  not  to  meddle  in  politics.  The  Cardinal 
called  the  Queen  of  England  Queen  several  times.” 

Subsequently  to  the  death  at  Eome  in  1703  of  the  Abbe 
Scarlatti,  who  had  received  a pension  of  a thousand  crowns 
yearly  from  King  William,  Shrewsbury  in  1704  recommended 
the  Comte  Mattei,  as  one  who  would  serve  the  Queen  well  for  a 
small  annuity,  though  he  could  have  no  “public  character,”  and 
could  only  be  remunerated  as  “ an  intelligencer  or  spy.”  The 
Elector  of  Hanover  also  had  an  agent  at  Eome,  the  Baron 
Scarlatti’s  nephew,  at  which  Shrewsbury  expressed  much  surprise, 
and,  when  he  met  him,  gave  him  but  a cold  greeting.  Some 
time  after,  at  Augsburg,  Shrewsbury  was  informed  “ that  the 
House  of  Hanover  is  in  reputation  in  Germany  to  be  very 
indifferent  in  matters  of  religion,  meaning  that  they  have  little, 
and  have  bred  up  their  children  to  practise  that  (which)  was 
most  convenient  where  they  were  married.” 

In  1703  the  letters  from  Blackwell,  Ambassador  at  Florence,  to 
Shrewsbury  recommence.  After  so  many  years  Blackwell  was 
still  memoralising  the  Grand  Duke  on  the  subject  of  wrongs 
done  to  English  privateers,  mariners,  and  merchants  in  the  port 
of  Leghorn,  especially  to  one  William  Plowman,  who  had 
been  capturing  French  ships  as  prizes.  The  Ambassador  was 
instructed  to  complain  of  the  undue  favour  shown  there  to 
French  privateers.  In  June  Blackwell  was  eagerly  looking  forward 
to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovell,  with  the  English 
fleet ; and  the  Admiral,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  Leghorn 
Eoad,  in  September,  demanded  “ immediate  satisfaction  ” in  the 
Queen’s  name,  and  the  removal  of  the  Governor  there.  Shovell 
threatened,  in  ease  of  non-compliance,  that  the  charges  of  his 
fleet  would  be  added  to  the  damages  claimed  on  behalf  of  her 
Majesty’s  subjects.  The  Grand  Duke  made  some  concessions  in 
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respect  oi  the  arrival  and  departure  of  mariners  of  the  Allies, 
but  apparently  did  not  settle  any  of  the  claims.  On  this  Stepney 
remarked  in  a letter  to  Shrewsbury,  that  he  “could  not  but  be 
concerned  to  find  so  honest  a man  as  Sir  Cloudesley  sent  so  far 
to  no  purpose.” 

In  the  following  year  Blackwell  was  commanded  by  the 
Queen  to  require  the  English  merchants  at  Leghorn  to  settle 
their  affairs  there  and  withdraw  their  effects ; but  they  resented 
this  interference,  and  declared  that  “ they  reckoned  themselves 
as  safe  at  Leghorn  as  at  Whitehall.”  They  even  presented  a 
remonstrance  to  the  Queen  against  Blackwell’s  proceedings, 
declaring  that  the  Grand  Duke  was  innocent  of  the  charges  made 
against  him,  and  that  Plowman  was  a Jacobite.  The  same  paper 
contains  a statement  which  is  noticeable  as  occurring  at  so  early 
a date:  “The  sovereignty  of  the  sea  is  and  hath  ever  been  the 
undoubted  right  of  the  Crown  of  England,  and  always  reckoned 
a part,  and  the  greatest  part,  of  that  Empire  ” (p.  695). 

An  unsigned  letter  to  Blackwell,  from  Genoa,  6-17th  Nov., 
1703,  mentions  two  persons  who  had  been  sent  from  London  to 
the  Yaudois,  with  letters  from  the  Queen.  They  had  assured  the 
writer  that  there  were  15,000  men  in  England  who  had  “ all 
signed  a covenant  to  succour  those  people.” 

Between  May,  1703,  and  April,  1705,  George  Stepney, 
Ambassador  at  Vienna,  addressed  many  letters  to  Shrewsl)ury, 
then  in  Rome,  giving  him  notice  of  all  occurrences  in  connexion 
with  the  war  which  had  been  declared  by  (^ueen  Anne,  Holland, 
and  the  Emperor  against  France.  The  English  and  Dutch  fleets 
were  sent  into  the  Mediterranean  under  Shovell  “ to  second  the 
designs  ” of  the  Emperor  on  Naples.  Stepney  had  no  great 
hopes  of  their  success,  but  thought  there  was  a possil)ility  of 
“ another  Revolution  (in  Naples)  almost  as  wonderful  as  that 
wherein  your  Grace  (Shrewsbury)  had  so  eminent  a share.”  If 
the  fleets  could  arrive  “in  the  neighbourhood”  at  the  time  of 
the  anticipated  Papal  election,  it  was  thought  that  this  would  Ije 
an  advantage  to  the  Imperial  interests  at  Rome;  but  no  such 
election  took  place  for  many  years. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  would  “still  show  France 
the  same  slippery  trick  as  he  did  the  Allies  towards  the  close  of 
the  last  war.”  Hill,  whom  Stepney  calls  “our  fat  friend,”  was 
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engaged  at  Turin  in  endeavouring  to  procure  this  result,  but 
Stepney  had  no  great  opinion  of  Hill’s  methods.  The  Duke  at 
first  declined  to  come  over  to  the  Allies,  though  his  conditions 
had  been  accepted ; but  in  the  end  he  “ cut  his  fingers  by 
paring  his  apple  too  finely,”  after  all  “his  refined  politics,”  and 
was  glad  to  enter  the  second  Grand  Alliance,  which  Venice  was 
also  expected  to  join. 

Shovell,  while  riding  at  sea  off  Leghorn,  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  fleet  required  to  be  supported  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
by  regular  troops,  who  could  show  the  people  of  the  country 
“ how  to  keep  their  ground  when  an  enemy  approach,  and  learn 
’em  to  stand  when  they  see  men  killed.”  He  adds  : “ 1 have 
seen  the  experience  of  militia  and  mob,  of  (between)  which  there 
is  little  difference,  for  neither  of  ’em  will  stand  against  disciplined 
troops.” 

The  rest  of  Stepney’s  letters  give  many  details  of  affairs  in 
Germany,  Italy,  Poland,  Hungary,  and  Turkey,  with  some 
allusions  to  the  military  operations  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
Prince  Eugene,  and  other  commanders.  These  are  also  referred 
to  in  Shrewsbury’s  Journal.  Thus,  under  27th  September,  1704, 
Shrewsbury  makes  the  following  entry  : “I  am  told  that  Madame 
Maintenon,  writing  to  Cardinal  Jansen  upon  the  defeat  at 
Hochstet,  said  they  were  so  used  to  success  that  every  little  dis- 
advantage seemed  much  to  them.  She  called  that  little!” 

From  another  entry  in  the  Journal  about  the  same  date  it 
appears  that  the  French  considered  it  was  easy  to  make  an 
agreement  with  Queen  Anne,  by  providing  that  she  should 
“ reign  for  her  life,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  reign 
after  her.”  On  this  Shrewsbury  expressed  the  opinion  that 
“ the  nation  would  never  bear  it,  and  that  any  Minister  who 
should  treat  such  a peace  would  lose  his  head.”  A similar  pro- 
posal had  been  made  before  to  King  William  (pp.  350,  447), 
though  this  has  been  denied.  The  negociations  for  a general 
peace  in  1705  are  discussed  in  the  Journal  (pp.  796-799). 

The  long  letter  of  Benjamin  Furley  in  1706  is  a valuable 
contribution  to  the  history  of  commerce  between  England  and 
the  Low  Countries. 

Many  papers  of  more  domestic  interest  have  been  passed  over 
in  the  foregoing  chronological  review,  such  as  Sir  Samuel 
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Morland’s  curious  scheme  in  1()89  for  the  opening  of  suspected 
letters  at  the  General  Post  Office,  substituting  counterfeit  hand- 
writings, so  as  to  retain  the  originals  for  evidence  against  the 
writers,  and  re-sealing  the  letters  with  counterfeit  seals  or 
wafers.  These  operations  he  had  first  introduced  to  the  notice 
of  Charles  II.,  who  attended  late  at  night,  once  at  Lord  Arling- 
ton’s office,  and  once  at  the  Post  Office,  in  order  to  see  the 
working  of  the  “models.”  Morland  alleged  that  “all  these 
things”  were  practised  at  the  Post  Office  by  that  King’s  order 
till  the  Fire  of  London,  in  which  “ all  the  machines  and  utensils 
belonging  to  those  arts  ” were  destroyed.  King  William  how- 
ever “ thought  that  the  secret  ought  to  die  with  him,  as  too 
dangerous  to  be  encouraged  ” ; yet  some  such  practices  seem  to 
have  been  still  carried  on  in  1G96  (p.  386).  In  1G94-5  the 
Post  Office  Commissioners  were  troubled  about  the  loss  of 
packet-boats  between  England  and  Holland,  and  between  Ireland 
and  England. 

The  establishment  of  the  national  Bank  is  referred  to  by 
Shrewsbury  with  some  distrust  : “ This  morning  (8th  June, 
1694)  the  Commission  for  taking  subscriptions  for  the  1,200,000/. 
towards  erecting  the  new  Corporation  called  the  Bank  of 
England  was  finished  at  Council,  and  there  signed  by  her 
Majest}’.  It  is  generally  believed  the  money  will  come  in  apace, 
but  many  question  what  the  consequence  may  he  if  they  grow  to 
such  a greatness  as  they  promise  themselves.”  Two  years  later 
the  Bank  did  “ a great  service  ” to  the  State  in  lending 
200,000/.  for  the  needs  of  the  Army  abroad,  when  the  Exchequer 
was  in  very  low  water. 

The  “villainous  trades  of  defacing  and  clipping  our  coin,” 
and  of  sending  the  clippings  abroad,  after  melting,  are  alluded 
to  in  a letter  of  Gilbert  Heathcote,  18th  March,  1G95.  In  that 
year  there  were  “ several  meetings  ” in  Shrewsbury’s  office  to 
consider  the  proposals  for  “ reforming  ” the  coinage,  and  the 
question  was  afterwards  submitted  to  Council  and  to  Parliament. 
There  is  an  elaborate  paper  by  Sir  Joseph  Child  on  this  vexed 
question,  in  which  he  objects  to  the  proposed  remedy  of  raising 
the  value  of  the  crown-piece  to  6s.  3d.  or  6s.  6d.,  as  he  thought 
there  would  be  much  melting  of  undipped  silver,  except  by  the 
Directors  of  the  Banks,  who  “ have  so  much  honour,  or  too 
many  eyes  upon_them.” 
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On  9th  June,  1696,  Shrewsbury  writes  to  Blathwayt:  “The 
want  of  current  money  in  the  kingdom  begins  to  create  dis- 
turbances in  many  places.  ...  I apprehend,  when  the  poor 
understand  that  a remedy  is  not  like  to  come  suitable  to  tlieir 
hopes,  they  will  be  very,  unruly.”  And  on  the  16th : “ The 
Treasury  have  directed  their  under-officers  of  the  Eevenue  to 
receive  such  (money)  as  is  punchable,  but  not  such  as  is  clipped, 
nor  sixpences.”  The  people  had  a notion  that  the  Window  Tax, 
which  was  specially  imposed  to  provide  for  the  renewal  of  the 
currency,  could  be  paid  with  “ the  little  money,”  but  the  Excise- 
men objected,  and  one  of  them  “had  liked  to  have  been  knocked  on 
the  head  and  his  money  taken  from  him  at  Halifax.”  The  best 
money  had  for  some  years  been  employed  in  payment  of  the 
foreign  soldiers  in  the  King’s  pay  (p.  271) ; and  the  debased 
condition  of  the  coin  remaining  in  England  was  used  as  a 
principal  argument  in  favour  of  making  peace  with  France 
(pp.  398,  437). 

One  feature  of  these  papers  is  the  large  number  of  tavern  and 
coffee-houses  in  London  and  the  suburbs  which  are  referred  to, 
chiefly  as  the  resorts  of  Jacobites.  “ Like  clothes  made  in  Long 
Lane,”  was  a synonym  for  anything  unbecoming.  Fleet  Street  is 
alluded  to  apparently  as  being  a favourite  place  for  duels  (p.  677). 
Watermen  on  the  Thames  used  to  “ scold”  (p.  763).  The  fire  at 
Whitehall  palace,  and  the  plans  for  its  rebuilding,  are  mentioned. 

In  regard  to  Scotland,  there  is  some  correspondence  which, 
though  intermittent,  is  of  much  value.  In  March,  1689,  the 
Luke  of  Hamilton  and  the  Earl  of  Perth  received  letters  from 
Ireland  on  behalf  of  King  James,  exhorting  them  “ to  stick  by 
him,”  and  expressing  the  hope  that  “ the  King  will  find  some 
friends  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England.”  Perth  also  received 
a letter  from  Melfort  explaining  James’s  intentions,  in  purposely 
obscure  terms.  James  himself,  in  his  commissions  to  Balcarras 
and  Dundee,  announced  his  intention  of  going  over  to  Scotland 
with  part  of  his  troops,  and  that  he  had  “ sent  letters  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  Clans  to  arm.”  He  wished  the  nobility  and  gentry 
to  assemble,  to  summon  the  bishops  and  burghs,  and  to  call 
themselves  a Convention  of  Estates.  He  declared  that  “ the 
Presbyterians  are  not  good  masters  in  any  government,”  and 
that  the  ancient  Cavalier  party  were  “ the  only  true  basis  that 
Monarchy  can  rest  upon  in  Scotland.” 
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On  13th  April  Tarbat  wrote  to  Melville,  anticipating  that 
“ the  attacks  from  Ireland  will  be  both  speedy  and  violent,”  and 
that  the  greater  part  of  both  the  Highlanders  and  Lowlanders 
would  “ concur  ” ; and  lamenting  that  “ the  very  embarrassing 
of  our  King  (William)  in  the  })resent  conjuncture  will  be  more 
hurtful  to  the  Allies  than  Scotland  is  worth.”  Tarbat  thought 
the  Government  in  Scotland  had  been  too  severe  on  “ people 
who  w’ere  half-persuaded,”  and  that  such  severity  would  impel 
many  to  “engage  in  mischief.”  It  was,  he  urged,  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  King  should  personally  assume  the  Govern- 
ment of  Scotland,  establish  a Council,  and  send  forces  thither 
sufficieiit  to  repel  an  invasion  from  Ireland,  or  a Highland 
insurrection. 

Melville  had  already  been  with  the  King  at  Whitehall,  and 
afterwards,  on  IGth  April,  wrote  to  him  from  Edinburgh  on  the 
same  subjects,  apologising  for  having  assisted  in  proclaiming 
the  King  and  Queen,  and  in  drawing  up  an  “ Instrument 
of  Government,”  without  previously  ol)taining  their  sanction. 
He  refers  to  the  seizure  of  James’s  Declaration  and  of  many 
letters  from  Ireland,  doubtless  including  those  before  noticed. 
Some  of  the  persons  written  to  by  James  had  been  arrested, 
but  much  time  had  been  lost  in  disputes  between  the  members 
of  the  temporary  Convention,  and  if  there  had  been  “ one  man 
of  brains  and  courage  ” among  the  late  King’s  party,  Melville 
believed  “ the  kingdom  in  all  probability  had  been  lost.”  There 
was  some  jealousy,  he  adds,  as  to  what  persons  should  be 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  King  (and  Queen)  “with  the  offer  of 
our  Crown,”  which  James  was  declared  to  have  “ forfaulted.” 
He  urged  William  not  to  delay  in  taking  the  oath,  and  not  to 
make  any  scruple  as  to  the  clause  regarding  the  extirpation  of 
heretics,  as  an  Act  could  soon  be  passed  for  prohibiting  the 
prosecution  of  people  merely  for  their  opinions. 

There  are  a few  other  letters  between  the  King,  Shrewsbury, 
and  Hamilton  on  these  matters. 

In  1G95  the  Chancellor,  Tweeddale,  obtained  orders  from  the 
King  to  Admiral  Russell  to  remind  the  Government  of  Algiers 
that  under  the  treaty  with  Algiers  all  Scots  trading  in  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  were  entitled  to  the  same  freedom  as  English, 
provided  they  carried  passports  from  the  Admiralty  in  Scotland. 
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The  treaty  with  TrqDoli  was  in  different  terms,  but  the  Scots 
were  presumed  to  be  comprised  in  it  as  the  King’s  subjects. 

Letters  from  Secretary  Johnston,  in  July,  1695,  relate  to  the 
indictment  of  Lord  Breadalbane  for  high  treason,  committed  in 
treating  with  the  Highlanders  in  favour  of  James.  It  was  hoped 
he  would  “ throw  himself  on  the  King’s  mercy,”  so  as  to  avoid  a 
trial.  Orders  for  continuing  the  Parliament  were  expected  from 
William,  then  abroad,  but  the  packet-boat  was  “ a-missing,”  and 
“ the  sitting  without  them  being  treason,”  the  Commissioner, 
Tweeddale,  had  to  close  it  abruptly.  Both  Tweeddale  and  John- 
ston write  about  the  encpiiry  touching  “ the  slaughter  of 
Glencoe,”  and  the  vindication  “of  the  King  and  Government.” 
Shrewsbury  says  nothing  about  this  in  his  replies,  having  found 
that  the  King  had  “ no  mind  ” that  he  should  meddle  in  Scottish 
affairs.  He  was,  however,  anxious  to  obtain  particulars  of  the 
discovery  which  “ a fine  lady  ” (in  Scotland)  had  promised  to 
make.  In  October  Tweeddale  mentions  the  release  of  Breadal- 
bane with  disapproval,  and  declares  he  found  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  remain  in  so  divided  a Government. 
Thenceforward  Shrewsbury  had  no  further  correspondence  with 
the  Scottish  Ministers. 

In  Captain  John  Scott’s  list  of  Jacobites  in  France,  dated 
18th  January,  1696,  are  the  names  of  many  Scotsmen,  with 
particulars  of  the  journeys  made  by  some  of  them  between 
St.  Germain  and  their  native  country.  In  the  following  February 
it  was  rumoured  that  Du  Bart  was  convoying  to  Scotland  three 
or  four  thousand  men  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Berwick,  in  order  to  distract  attention  from  the  proposed 
invasion  of  England  by  James;  but  Russell  could  learn  nothing 
of  them. 

The  rooms  formerly  belonging  to  the  Scottish  Secretary  at 
Hampton  Court  are  mentioned  (p.  645). 

Under  28th  July,  1702,  Shrewsbury  enters  in  his  Journal  a 
report  circulated  in  Rome  that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was  “ gone 
for  Scotland,  which  agrees  not  ill  with  the  account  we  have  that 
Duke  Hamilton  and  seventy  others  have  protested  against  the 
Parliament.” 

On  25th  June,  1703,  Somers  writes  that  “ the  Parliament  of 
Scotland  has  not  acted  according  to  expectation,”  and  that  efforts 
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were  being  made  “to  force  England  to  think  of  coming  to 
a Union  with  them  in  good  earnest.” 

At  the  close  of  his  letter  of  2r)th  Eecemher,  1700,  Benjamin 
Furley,  in  writing  about  the  proposed  Union  between  the  two 
countries,  makes  some  shrewd  remarks  on  the  folly  of  those  who 
opposed  the  repeal  of  the  Test  yVct,  by  which  Presbyterians  were 
disqualified  from  bearing  offices,  and  foretelling  that,  unless  the 
repeal  was  enacted,  Scotland  would  “seek  another  King  than  that 
of  England”  on  Queen  Anne’s  death.  To  this  Shrewsbury  replies 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  “the  aversion  to  the  Union  is  not 
such  as  it  appears,”  and  remarks  that  “ it  is  easy  to  procure 
addresses  for  or  against  anything,”  and  that  the  inclination  of 
the  people,  and  not  that  of  the  Parliament,  should  be  studied. 

There  is  a copy  of  the  speech  made  by  William  Talbot,  Bishop 
of  Oxford,  in  defence  of  the  English  Bishops  for  voting  in 
favour  of  the  Act  of  Union,  and  of  the  recognition  of  Presby- 
terianism as  the  religion  of  Scotland  (p.  654). 

A large  proportion  of  these  volumes  consists  of  correspondence 
relating  to  Ireland.  On  9th  .Tanuary,  1689,  Lord  Mountjoy 
assured  the  Prince  of  Orange  that  he  did  “ not  want  some 
servants  ” there.  On  15th  March  Tyrconnell  sent  advices  to 
Scotland  of  James  IP’s  arrival  at  Kinsale  with  troops,  and  that 
50,000  more  had  been  raised  for  him  in  Ireland. 

The  letters  between  Shrewsbury  and  Lord  Capel,  ofte  of  the 
three  Lords  Justices  of  Ireland,  begin  in  April,  1694.  The  very 
first  letter  evinces  Capel’s  distrust  of  Sir  Charles  Porter,  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland.  Shrewsbury  thought  a Parliament 
“ would  much  conduce  to  the  satisfaction  and  settlement  of  that 
kingdom,”  under  Capel’s  prudent  management ; and  Capel  sent 
over  Chief  Justice  Pine  to  state  his  views  thereon.  Having 
discussed  the  matter  with  Pine  and  others,  Shrewshury  writes 
that  some  people  objected  to  the  holding  of  a Parliament,  “ upon 
the  probability  of  their  renewing  old  quarrels.”  Three  things 
were  likely  to  “ cause  heats  ” — (1)  the  proposed  confirmation  of 
the  Articles  of  Limerick  and  Galway ; (2)  the  passing  of  an  Act 
of  Indemnity  for  offences  during  the  war ; (3)  the  difference 
between  the  Government  and  Parliament  about  money-bills. 

As  to  tbe  first,  Shrewslmry’s  advisers  were  doubtful  whether 
an  Irish  Parliament  could  be  prevailed  on  to  make  good  the 
22C59  c 
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King’s  promises  ; as  to  the  second,  they  hoped  sufficient  time 
had  now  elapsed  to  remove  former  difficulties  ; as  to  the  third, 
they  differed.  This  last  was  known  as  the  question  of  “ the  Hole 
Eight”  of  originating  money-bills.  It  had  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  King’s  prerogatives,  but  had  been  claimed  by  the  previous 
Irish  Parliament,  though  no  similar  claim  had  ever  been  made  by 
the  English  Parliament.  Some  “ honest  gentlemen  ” thought  it 
“ a prerogative  of  the  King’s  better  lost  than  kept,”  but 
Shrewsbury  would  not  hazard  an  opinion  on  so  nice  a point. 

In  his  reply  Capel  commends  Shrewsbury  for  “ so  prudently 
stating  (the)  three  questions  most  necessary  to  be  resolved,”  but 
■warns  him  that  “this  kingdom  must  in  short  time  come  to  a 
manner  of  desperation,”  a debt  of  80,000/.  having  been  con- 
tracted in  that  year  alone.  From  a copy  of  his  letter  to  Secretary 
Trenchard  on  14th  July,  it  appears  that  Capel’s  views  were  not 
shared  by  the  other  Lords  Justices.  In  that  letter  he  specifies 
the  financial  and  other  difficulties  of  the  Government,  and  gives 
a curious  list  of  proposed  fresh  laws. 

“Many  of  the  angry  gentlemen  of  the  last  House  of  Commons” 
had  promised  Capel  that  they  would  not  in  future  “ differ  with 
their  Majesties,”  knowing  that  another  rupture  “ would  utterly 
undo  them,  and  leave  the  country  untenanted  and  unimproved.” 
This  promise  was  relied  on  by  Capel,  but  distrusted  by  some 
of  the  privy  councillors  and  judges,  who  were  of  opinion 
that  “ the  sole  power  of  money-bills”  would  again  be  insisted 
on.  Some  opposition  was  also  anticipated  in  respect  of  the  two 
other  matters  in  question,  but  Capel  had  received  assurances 
which  made  him  hopeful  of  the  proposed  measures  being  passed 
conformably  “ to  the  King’s  honour  and  word.”  Consequently 
he  recommended  that  a Parliament  should  be  called  in  the 
autumn,  or  early  in  the  following  year.  The  other  two  Lords 
Justices  gave  independent  advice,  but  their  letter  is  not  here. 

A letter  of  Colonel  George  Philips,  a member  of  the  previous 
Irish  Parliament,  gives  some  account  of  its  debates,  and  recom- 
mends the  abolition  of  the  statute  for  burning  heretics,  and  the 
enactment  of  various  “ coercive  laws.”  That  letter,  and  another 
from  the  senior  Mr.  Brodrick,  a leading  advocate  for  the  Sole 
Right,  w'ere  subsequently  forwarded  by  Capel  to  Shrewsbury  in 
justification  of  his  own  views. 
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On  consideration  of  the  conflicting  opinions  placed  before  them, 
the  Council  in  England  deferred  the  holding  of  an  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, giving  as  their  reason  that  it  could  not  meet  before 
November,  “ which  being  a time  the  Parliament  of  England  is 
to  sit,  the  old  established  maxim,  that  the  two  Parliaments  ought 
not  to  be  held  at  the  same  time,  will  make  it  impossible  to  think 
of  doing  it  before  the  spring.” 

From  this  decision  Capel  gathered  that  “ there  was  a coldness- 
in  the  Council  towards  the  calling  of  a Parliament”;  and  in  his 
letter  of  8th  August  he  protests  that  “were  the  misrepresentations 
on  your  side  taken  away,  little  would  remain  of  differences  to  he 
composed  here  ; the  miseries  of  this  country  consist  not  in_ 
divisions  amongst  themselves,  but  poverty  and  insecurity  are  the 
motives  of  their  disquiet.”  At  the  end  he  adds  : “ Here  is  (to  me) 
a surprising  letter  this  last  post  come  to  us  as  the  result  of  your 
counsels,  . . . that  we  should  be  sure  to  signify  to  the 

gentry  that  the  King  will  not  depart  from  his  right  in  the  raising 
of  money-bills  ; as  if  one  should  say,  unless  you  promise  this,  you 
shall  have  no  Parliament.”  This  he  thought  injudicious,  the 
country  gentlemen  being  generally  so  well  disposed. 

In  his  reply  on  16th  August  (not  6th,  as  in  the  draft; 
cf.  pp.  Ill,  147)  Shrewsbury  denies  that  he  had  insinuated  any 
“ coldness  in  the  councils  (counsels)  here,”  but  states  that  he  had 
represented  to  the  King  the  danger  of  delay,  and  that  the  King 
had  assured  him,  through  Portland,  that  the  sitting  of  a 
Parliament  should  “ not  be  deferred  longer  than  the  next 
spring.” 

Shortly  after  Shrewsbury,  in  a letter  to  Blathwayt,  refers  to 
applications  received  from  the  Lords  Justices  that  corn  might  be 
exported  from  Ireland  to  countries  in  amity  with  the  King  and 
Queen,  “ all  sorts  of  grain  being  such  a drug  in  Ireland.”  The 
only  objection  to  such  export  was  that  supplies  “ might  steal  ” to 
France,  but  it  was  thought  this  would  be  “ better  winked  at,” 
rather  than  the  total  prohibition  should  be  maintained.  In 
reply,  William  asked  the  opinion  of  the  English  Council. 

On  7th  October,  Lord  Coningsby,  the  previous  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  writes  from  Loo  that  the  King  had  “ fixed  to  have  a 
Parliament  in  the  spring,”  and  expresses  the  hope  that  it  will 
“ meet  in  such  a temper  as  will  encourage  him  to  have  one 
yearly  ” ; adding,  “ I found  there  had  been  here  the  same 
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doctrine  I met  with  at  London,  that  Irish  people  could  not 
settle  Ireland,  and  that  a Parliament  of  England  must.” 
Coningsby  had  recommended  that  Shrewsbury  should  “ go  Lord 
Lieutenant,”  but  the  King  answered  that  he  could  not  spare  him. 
Coningsby  then  proposed  “our  friend”  (the  Marquis  of  Win- 
chester, son  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton  ?)  as  Lord  Deputy ; to  which 
the  King  made  no  definite  reply.  This  recommendation  seems 
to  have  caused  some  jealousy  to  Capel  (p.  154). 

On  19th  October  Capel  urges  that  it  was  high  time  “ to  own 
the  calling  of  a Parliament  in  the  spring,”  in  order  that  the 
necessary  Bills  might  be  prepared,  as  they  had  first  to  pass  the 
* Irish  Council,  which  was  a slow  business,  and  then  to  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  English  Council,  where  they  had  “ seldom  a quick 
dispatch.”  The  bearer  of  this  letter  was  Mr.  Brodrick,  with 
whom  Shrewsbury  had  some  discussion,  but  found  it  necessary 
to  ask  Capel  for  information  touching  the  characters  of  official 
personages  in  Ireland. 

The  required  information  is  given  at  great  length  in  CapeTs 
of  15th  November.  He  alludes  to  the  general  dissatisfaction 
with  Porter,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  wLo  had  been  elevated  by  the 
King  on  the  advice  of  the  Protestant  gentry,  hut  had  discovered 
“his  inclination  in  favour  of  the  Irish;”  to  the  incapacity  of 
some  of  the  Judges ; to  the  constant  absence  of  Sir  John 
Temple,  the  Attorney  General ; to  the  ignorance  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Eevenue ; and  to  the  indifference  shown 
by  certain  members  of  the  Irish  Privy  Council  to  the  King’s 
interest. 

In  the  same  letter,  and  in  another  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
Capel  states  what  he  had  done  towards  inducing  “the  gentlemen 
of  this  country”  not  to  insist  upon  the  Sole  Right,  but  to  “pass 
one  money-bill  at  least  that  had  its  rise  from  the  Council.”  They 
had  done  this  out  of  regard  to  Capel  alone,  but  if  “another” 
were  “ added  ” to  him  in  the  Government,  he  says,  it  was  not  to 
be  expected  they  would  be  so  compliant. 

No  Parliament  was  however  held  in  Ireland  in  the  spring  of 
1695,  as  proposed,  and  in  May  of  that  year  Capel  was  still  urging 
the  necessity  of  one.  By  the  death  of  Secretary  Trenchard  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  had  then  come  more  immediately  within 
Shrewsbury’s  province. 
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Several  letters  relate  to  the  estate  in  Ireland  granted  by  the 
King  to  Mrs.  Villinrs,  afterwards  Lady  Orkney,  and  which  lie 
wished  to  be  confirmed  by  an  Act  of  the  Irish  Parliament.  It 
was  not  part  of  the  Crown  lands,  hut  part  of  the  “ lands  of 
Eegicides  ” which  had  formerly  been  given  to  .Tames,  Luke  of 
York,  who  on  his  accession  retained  them  as  his  private 
property. 

In  .Tune,  1G95,  Capel,  now  Lord  Deputy,  was  preparing  Bills 
for  the  Session  of  Parliament,  which  began  on  ‘27th  x\ugust. 
Differences  at  once  arose  as  to  the  election  of  the  Speaker,  hut 
the  measures  proposed  did  not  excite  much  opposition.  By 
reading  the  Bill  for  an  additional  Excise,  the  Commons,  Capel 
considered,  practically  renounced  “the  Sole  Right.”  They 
granted  to  the  King  a supply  of  163,825/.,  a larger  sum  than  had 
ever  been  voted  before,  though  the  country  was  “miserably 
poor.”  They  insisted  however  on  inquiring  into  “the  state  of 
the  nation,”  and  passed  a vote  “that  the  continuance  and  favour 
which  the  Irish  Papists  have  had  in  this  kingdom  during  the  late 
Governments  here,  since  the  year  1690,  have  been  another  cause 
of  the  miseries  of  this  kingdom”  ; the  allusion  being  to  the  times 
of  Lord  Romney,  Sir  Charles  Porter,  and  Lord  Coningsby. 
Besides  Capel’s  letters  there  are  others  from  Thomas  Brodrick  on 
these  matters. 

Articles  against  Porter  were  next  “exhibited”  in  the  Commons, 
charging  him  with  divers  “ high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  ” — ■ 
taking  new  and  excessive  fees,  exceeding  his  powers,  imprisoning 
a creditor  to  compel  him  to  discharge  a debtor  in  the  custody  of 
the  Sheriffs  of  Duldin,  ejecting  the  Usher  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  from  his  office,  placing  adherents  of  King  .lames  and 
Irish  Papists  on  commissions  of  the  peace,  favouring  such 
persons  in  causes  pending  before  him  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
acting  arbitrarily  in  causes  between  parties.  But  Porter,  accord- 
ing to  Brodrick  (5th  October),  had  a large  number  of  supporters 
in  the  Commons,  consisting  of  “ attorneys,  six  clerks,  and  officers 
depending  on  the  courts,”  besides  relatives  and  dependants,  and 
friendly  members  chosen  “wherever  the  Irish  could  intluenco 
elections,”  with  persons  having  causes  in  Chancery,  tlie  whole 
making  one  fourth  of  the  House.  These  supporters  managed 
to  negative  the  question  put,  that  the  articles  contained  matter 
of  impeachment,  by  118  (or  116)  to  96.  Brodrick  was  alarmed 
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at  this  result,  and  declared  that  “my  Lord  Chancellor  is  too 
great  for  this  kingdom  to  cope  with,  unless  relieved  by  the  King, 
whose  name  is  made  use  of  for  supporting  him  in  everything 
complained  of.’’  Capel  likewise  made  some  strong  remarks  on 
this  occasion. 

In  October  the  Emperor’s  envoy  informed  Secretary  Trumbull 
at  Whitehall  “that  the  Eoman  Catholics  of  Ireland  had 
complained  of  the  breach  of  the  capitulations  made  with  them  in 
the  late  war,”  and  that  the  Emperor  would  be  obliged  if  the  King 
would  “have  a regard  of  them.” 

On  28th  October  Brodrick  sent  to  Shrewsbury  a long  account 
of  further  proceedings  against  the  Lord  Chancellor,  during  which 
there  had  been  conferences  between  both  Houses.  It  was  agreed 
that  witnesses  should  be  examined,  but  Porter  was  allowed  to 
come  into  the  Commons  to  make  his  defence,  which  is  set  out. 
He  denied  having  taken  fees  ; said  that  “ he  had  never  been  a 
favourer  of  Jacobites,  Irish,  or  any  other  enemies  of  this 
Government”;  and  gave  instances  of  his  activity  in  bringing  the 
Avar  to  an  end.  On  his  withdrawal  from  the  House,  a debate  of 
some  hours  ended  in  a vote  “that  what  my  Lord  Chancellor  had 
said  is  satisfactory  without  any  proof.”  Sir  Joseph  Williamson, 
a friend  of  Porter’s,  then  ironically  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the 
House  should  nevertheless  be  voted  to  those  gentlemen  Avho  had 
undertaken  the  proofs  of  the  articles  ; but  this  Avas  dropped,  after 
the  gentlemen  themselves  had  naturally  objected.  Out  of 
Parliament  the  Bishops  Avere  espousing  the  Chancellor’s  cause, 
even  in  a sermon  before  the  Lord  Deputy,  and  his  defence  W'as 
taken  up  in  the  coffee-houses. 

In  his  reply  Shrewsbury  says  little  about  Porter,  but 
commends  the  zeal  of  Thomas  Brodrick  and  his  friends  for  the 
public  good.  The  matter  Avhich  most  troubled  him  was  the 
“ heats  upon  the  past  governments,”  particularly  that  of  Lord 
Romney,  and  he  asks  Brodrick  for  information,  Avhich  is  given  at 
great  length  a Aveek  later,  Avith  special  reference  to  the 
interpretations  placed  upon  the  Articles  of  Limerick. 

According  to  Capel’s  letter  of  17th  November,  Porter’s  friends 
celebrated  his  triumph  “ by  great  assemblies  in  public  houses, 
and  by  illuminations  in  taverns  and  great  feastings.”  Porter 
threatened  to  fix  on  Capel  the  responsibility  for  the  “ prosecu- 
tion”; but  some  of  his  opponents  proposed  “ to  seek  for  redress  ” 
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in  the  English  Parliament,  which  the  King,  through  Shrewsbury, 
desired  Capel  to  prevent,  if  possible,  under  the  excuse  that  the 
time  of  that  Parliament  was  more  than  sufficiently  occupied,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  “prejudicial  to  his  service  and  the 
common  good.”  In  fact,  Shrewsbury’s  letter  clearly  shows  that 
the  King  strongly  resented  the  proceedings  against  Porter  of 
some  of  “his  servants”  in  high  stations,  though  Capel  was 
acquitted  of  having  encouraged  them.  The  persons  particularly 
meant  seem  to  have  been  Kobert  Rochford,  the  Attorney  General, 
and  Alan  Brodrick,  the  Solicitor  General  (p.  279). 

There  are  other  letters  on  this  subject,  and  on  Irish 
Parliamentary  matters  in  general.  The  Session  was  adjourned 
by  command  in  December,  till  28th  March,  and  from  then  till 
27th  June.  Shortly  after,  Shrewsbury  wrote  to  qualify  his 
statement  of  the  King’s  displeasure,  but  adds  that  the  King 
thought  “it  would  be  an  ill  precedent  to  be  obliged  to  remove  a 
man  upon  the  dislike  of  a party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
what  his  enemies  would  charge  him  with  appears  to  his  Majesty 
of  no  great  weight.” 

Capel’s  administration  is  however  greatly  praised  by  Coxe, 
who  seems  to  be  quite  unjustified  in  his  inference  that  “ the 
weakness  of  the  Crown  is  manifested  in  the  inability  of  William 
to  remove  so  obnoxious  and  refractory  a servant  ” as  Porter. 

On  11th  January,  1696,  Capel  gives  personal  reasons  for 
complaining  of  Porter’s  conduct,  in  refusing  to  admit  a King’s 
Serjeant  and  a King’s  counsel  on  his  warrant.  He  frankly 
charges  him  with  being  inclined  to  the  late  King’s  interest,  and 
with  covering  “ the  corruptions  of  several  of  the  officers  and 
persons  here  ” ; and  he  commends  Lord  Abercorn  for  his  useful- 
ness in  the  House  of  Lords.  Shrewsbury  thereupon  wrote  to 
Porter,  commanding  him  to  obey  Capel’s  warrant,  which  he  did. 

In  the  spring  Capel  became  seriously  indisposed,  and  appointed 
Lord  Blessington  and  Colonel  Wolseley  as  Lord  Justices  during 
his  retirement  from  Dublin.  His  real  object  was  to  provide 
successors  in  case  of  his  death,  evidently  to  keep  out  Porter,  but 
Shrewsbury  on  12th  May  reminded  him  that  his  commission 
did  not  allow  of  this,  and  that  in  such  an  event  the  election  lay 
with  the  Council.  There  seems  nevertheless  to  have  been  some 
dispute  on  this  point,  and  on  29th  May  the  Lords  Justices  in 
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England  asked  the  King  to  empower  them  to  appoint  such 
persons  as  the  King  should  name  as  soon  as  a vacancy 
occurred. 

They  were  too  late.  Capel  died  on  the  very  next  day,  the 
30th,  and  on  3rd  June  Sir  Charles  Porter  in  very  few  words 
announced  the  fact,  and  his  own  election  as  Lord  Justice  hy  tlie 
Irish  Council.  His  letter  also  mentions  robberies  by  the  Tories, 
or  Kapparees,  in  many  parts,  and  the  activity  of  French  privateers 
on  the  Irish  coast;  and  on  the  17th  he  insisted  on  the  need  for 
cruisers  at  the  mouth  of  the  Northern  Channel.  In  Ireland 
there  was  some  “dissatisfaction  at  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  so  soon 
procuring  himself  to  he  elected  sole  Justice,”  and  complaints 
were  made  to  Shrewsbury,  who  sent  to  ask  the  King  to  nominate 
without  delay. 

Shrewsbury  did  not  reply  to  Porter’s  first  letter  till  the  20th, 
when,  without  taking  any  notice  of  his  election,  he  informed  him 
that  the  Lords  Justices  in  England  were  waiting  to  know  the 
King’s  pleasure  touching  Capel’s  successor  or  successors,  that 
they  had  postponed  the  meeting  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  and 
that  the  Admiralty  had  been  asked  to  clear  the  coast  of  privateers. 
Three  days  later  he  states  that  the  Admiralty  had  already  sent 
two  ships,  but  complaiiied  of  the  unsatisfactory  disposal  of  the 
ships  already  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Governor,  which, 
when  not  employed  as  “ passage-boats,”  remained  idle  in  the 
port  of  Dublin. 

On  27th  June  Porter  announces  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament, 
in  his  turn  taking  no  notice  of  the  order  for  its  postponement. 
He  complains  of  Chief  Justice  Pine’s  behaviour  towards  himself, 
and  of  a design  to  question  the  power  of  the  Irish  Council  to 
elect  a Lord  Justice,  on  the  ground  “ that  the  Council  meant  hy 
the  Statute  of  Henry  VIII.  was  the  whole  body  of  the  Peers  ; ” 
but  he  had  been  congratulated  on  his  election  hy  both  Houses, 
and  was  confident  that  the  late  “heats”  had  been  dissipated. 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  “ such  distinction  amongst 
English  Protestants  as  Whig  and  Tory,”  though  there  were 
“several  sects  of  them,  as  in  England;”  in  proof  of  which 
assertion  he  mentions  that  the  Commons  had  unanimously 
expelled  Colonel  Sanderson  for  refusing  to  sign  “the  Association” 
in  defence  of  the  King’s  person. 
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On  9tli  July  Shrewsbury  informed  Porter  that  the  Earls  of 
IMontrath  and  Drogheda  had  been  joined  with  him  in  the  Govern- 
ment. From  another  letter  on  the  14th  it  seems  that  the  Parlia- 
ment was  not  at  liberty  to  sit  for  the  transaction  of  business  till 
instructions  should  he  received  from  the  King.  Such  authority 
was  not  given  for  some  months,  as  the  King  wished  first  to  he 
assured  that  they  would  grant  a Supply,  and  confirm  the  Articles 
of  Limerick.  The  attention  of  the  home  authorities  was  more- 
over now  engrossed  by  Fenwick’s  affair,  and  l)y  the  negociations 
for  peace  with  France. 

On  24th  November  the  Earl  of  Meath  revived  the  complaints 
against  Porter,  the  “ Lord  Chancellor,”  as  he  slightingly  calls 
him,  alleging  that  “ the  strength  and  power  of  the  Irish  ” by  his 
means  “ is  greatly  encouraging  to  the  King’s  enemies  at  home 
and  abroad  ” ; but  Porter  died  shortly  after. 

On  25th  January,  1697,  Bridges  writes  from  London  that 
there  was  “a  new  commission  going  for  Ireland,  including 
Lord  Galway  and  Lord  Clifi’ord.”  Three  Lords  Justices  were 
subsequently  appointed,  namely.  Lords  Winchester,  Galway,  and 
Yilliers,  as  stated  in  Shrew^shury’s  letter  of  23rd  April.  There 
was  some  question  as  to  the  selection  of  their  Secretary  (p.  465). 
Winchester  and  Galway  assumed  office  on  31st  May,  and  at  once 
began  writing  their  long  series  of  letters,  hut  Yilliers  was  still 
engaged  at  Ryswick.  They  found  Capel’s  party  anxious  for 
Parliament  to  meet,  while  “the  others  ” wished  to  defer  it.  Soon 
after  the  new  Lord  Chancellor,  John  Methuen,  writes  that  “ my 
Lord  Galway’s  prudence  and  application  to  business,  and  the 
Marquis’s  good  intention  and  easy  humour,  please  all  people, 
. . . an  advantage  no  Government  here  hath  yet  had.” 

The  Bills  for  confirming  the  Outlawries  and  the  Articles  of 
Limerick  and  Galway  were  agreed  to  in  the  Irish  Council,  hut  the 
Papists  had  become  alarmed  at  the  proposed  explanation  of  those 
Articles,  and  were  collecting  funds  for  sending  deputies  to 
England,  to  the  King,  and  to  his  allies  the  Catholic  Princes.  On 
the  other  hand  Methuen  considered  that  “it  must  now  appear 
to  his  Majesty  that  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  are  more  moderate 
than  they  have  been  represented  to  him  ” ; and  he  admitted 
that  “Lord  Capel’s  friends”  had  proved  very  reasonable. 
Particulars  of  all  the  Bills  sent  over  to  England  by  the  Council 
for  approval  are  given  in  Shrewsbury’s  letter  of  13th  July;  other 


letters  detail  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  in  England  in 
relation  to  them.  Galway  describes  one  of  them  as  a Bill  for 
suppressing  convents  and  banishing  monks.  Afterwards  a clause 
as  to  “ concealed  lands”  was  added  to  this  Bill  in  England,  which 
was  complained  of  as  affecting  many  Protestants,  contrary  to  the 
Act  of  Settlement. 

The  Irish  Parliament  reassembled  on  27th  July.  The  subse- 
quent letters  of  the  two  acting  Lords  Justices  and  Methuen  state 
their  opinions  and  the  proceedings  on  the  various  Bills  at  great 
length  ; but  most  of  the  joint  letters  from  the  Lords  Justices  to 
the  English  Council  are  not  in  this  collection.  It  was  soon 
found  that  the  late  Lord  Chancellor’s  party  showed  a disposition 
“to  revive  faction  in  the  House,”  but  Lord  Capel’s  friends  were 
more  moderate.  There  is  much  about  the  fierce  “feud”  between 
Mr.  Philip  Savage,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  two 
Brodricks,  but  the  former  was  induced  by  Winchester  to  promise 
his  assistance  “in  promoting  the  King’s  business.” 

On  30th  August  Shrewsbury  expressed  his  desire  that  “ some 
Bill  ” for  the  encouragement  of  the  linen  manufacture  in  Ireland 
might  be  passed  at  once,  to  divert  the  Irish  from  the  woollen 
trade,  which  “ the  English  are  so  jealous  of.”  Papers  on  this 
subject  will  be  found  among  the  undated  documents  (pp.  743-745). 

Trouble  arose  in  the  Commons  over  the  Bill  for  the  Poll-tax, 
owing  to  the  impending  change  in  the  value  of  moneys.  They 
wished  to  add  a clause  that  the  old  coinage  should  ])e  accepted  at 
its  nominal  value  in  payment  of  the  tax,  which  Winchester 
thought  the  King  “ would  never  allow  of,  as  a thing  that  touched 
his  prerogative.”  In  the  end  they  confined  themselves  to 
presenting  an  Address  on  the  subject.  Even  this  was  not 
acceptable  to  the  Lords  Justices,  but  Galway  writes:  “II  me 
semble  que  des  sujets  peuvent  tous jours  representer  a leur 
Souverain  ce  qu’ils  croyent  convenir  a leur  estat  present.” 

The  Lords  Justices  met  with  still  greater  opposition  in  the 
Upper  House.  Winchester  writes  on  4th  September  : “ There 
are  some  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  ate  very  trouble- 
some, and  would  fain  have  thrown  out  the  Bill  of  Attainders  ” 
In  another  letter  he  names  certain  Bishops  whom  “ my  Lord 
Capel  made  the  worst  of  them  all  ” ; but  he  thought  that  Lord 
Drogheda  was  the  real  leader  of  the  opposition,  in  which  he  was 
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assisted  by  Lord  Abercorn,  who  “ is  a great  manager  against 
everything,”  thus  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  the  latter  utterly 
at  variance  with  that  of  his  predecessor,  Capel.  The  number  of 
the  opposition  was  sixteen,  according  to  Galway  (p.  558)  ; and 
these  were  almost  equal  to  the  supporters  of  the  Government 
(p.  562). 

On  9th  September  Galway  writes  very  fully  on  the  disagree- 
ments between  Mr.  Savage  and  the  Brodricks,  with  the  former 
of  whom  he  had  angrily  remonstrated.  The  “ affair  ” had  been 
appeased  by  Methuen’s  adroitness,  and  the  two  parties  of  which 
these  turbulent  members  were  chiefs  had  broken  up,  but  Savage’s 
conduct  in  the  House  was  still  offensive.  Galway  protested 
against  Winchester’s  recommendation  of  him  to  be  a Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue  ; and  Winchester  himself  wrote  of  Savage, 
“he  is  as  bad  a Whig  in  Ireland  as  my  Lord  Wharton  is.” 
Among  other  things.  Savage  managed  to  revive  the  question  of 
the  Sole  Eight  (pp.  558,  563).  He  appears  to  have  been  the 
chief  cause  of  the  disagreement  between  Winchester  and  Galway 
(pp.  566,  601). 

Methuen  on  8th  October  gives  a succinct  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Bill  for  the  confirmation  of  the  Articles  of  Limerick 
passed  both  Houses.  In  the  Commons,  after  much  debate,  “ it 
was  openly  declared  that  the  Protestants  sacrificed  their  resent- 
ments and  wrongs  to  the  King’s  honour,  and  voted  unanimously 
for  the  Bill.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  contrary,  all  the 
objections  against  the  Bill  were,  that  it  was  not  favourable  enough 
to  the  Papists.” 

Sir  Francis  Brewster  went  over  to  England  at  this  juncture 
to  give  an  account  of  all  these  matters  to  Shrewsbury,  who  was 
however  in  retirement.  At  their  interview,  after  complaining  of 
the  Bishops,  Judges,  and  others,  he  surprised  Shrewsbury  by 
asserting  that  “many  of  consideration  are  become  disaffected, 
even  to  his  Majesty’s  Government,  and  that  there  is  such  a thing 
as  a Protestant  party  of  Jacobites  in  Ireland,  in  which  there  are 
too  many  employed  by  the  King.”  He  concluded  with  giving 
his  opinion,  “that  nothing  l)ut  a very  considerable  change  of 
hands  could  set  Irish  affairs  in  a good  posture.”  Galway,  on 
hearing  this,  wrote  that  Brewster  “s’est  eschaufe  la  teste,”  and 
that  the  number  of  disaffected  persons  was  really  small. 
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As  one  improvement,  Shrewsbury  thought  that  “the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Eevenue  should  be  mended,”  and  that  Brewster  would 
make  an  excellent  Commissioner,  but  only  if  joined  with  others 
of  good  judgment  and  “less  fancy”;  and  he  mentions  as  a 
possible  coadjutor  Mr.  Hill,  who  “could  make  himself  fit  for 
anything.” 

In  his  letter  of  18th  November  Galway  writes  that  the  conduct' 
of  the  House  of  Commons  had  become  quite  satisfactory,  and 
that  the  fault  of  all  the  previous  difficulties  lay  at  the  door  of  the 
Council,  which  was  composed  of  too  great  a number  of  persons, 
little  versed  in  public  affairs.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  was 
suspected  of  being  unfaithful  and  of  evil  practices,  and  had  been 
charged  with  a serious  fault  in  the  preparation  of  a Bill  (p.  578). 
On  the  18th  Galway  states  that  the  King’s  resolve  to  send  “the 
French  regiments  ” of  refugees  to  Ireland  had  created  some 
jealousy  against  him,  it  being  probably  assumed  that  they  would 
be  placed  under  his  command. 

On  the  27th,  Galway  reverts  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  “ The  party  of  King  .lames  ” had  contrived  to  throw 
out  the  Bill  of  Association  for  the  preservation  of  King  William’s 
person  and  Government.  Lord  Boss,  a .Jacobite,  who  had  hitherto 
refused  to  take  the  oaths,  now  did  so,  for  the  purpose  of  voting ; 
and  Drogheda  had  presented  a proxy  from  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
against  the  Bill.  Methuen  gives  an  account  of  the  influences 
brought  to  bear  in  the  Loi’ds  and  in  the  Commons  on  this 
occasion. 

Galway  states  that  a Bill  for  the  manufacture  of  linen  had 
been  proposed  in  the  Commons,  and  drawn  up  by  the  Irish 
Council,  but  on  being  sent  over  it  had  been  found  unsatisfactory 
by  the  English  Council.  He  hoped  to  produce  a better  Bill  in 
the  next  Session,  on  receiving  the  report  of  a skilled  Frenchman 
whom  he  was  sending  to  explore  the  country.  He  feared, 
however,  that  the  English  Parliament  would  “proceed  with  heat 
against  the  commerce  of  this  realm,  supposing  that  the  only 
object  was  to  increase  the  trade  in  wool.” 

The  Irish  Parliament  was  prorogued  on  8rd  December,  and 
Methuen  was  sent  to  England  to  report  in  detail. 

Although  Villiers,  now  Lord  Jersey,  had  been  absent  all  this 
time,  in  March,  1098,  he  laid  claim  to  “ his  third  part  of  the 
salary”  of  the  Lords  Justices,  to  which  the  other  .Justices 
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demurred  ; and  Gralway  points  ont  that  he  had  formerly  been  in 
the'  same  case,  under  the  commission  to  Lords  Montrath  and 
Drogheda  and  himself,  without  receiving  any  advantage. 

On  10th  October,  1098,  Winchester  and  Galway  write  joint 
letters  to  Shrewsbury  and  Somers  touching  two  Dills  they  were 
preparing,  one  for  the  establishment  of  the  linen  manufacture, 
the  other  for  a duty  on  woollens.  The  former  was  not  so 
obviously  a money-bill,  hut  the  latter  was  unquestionably 
one,  and  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  could  not  tolerate 
that  such  a Bill  should  originate  with  the  Council,  though 
“the  Sole  Eight  ” was  not  actually  mentioned.  They  proposed 
to  evade  the  difficulty  by  entering  the  impost  among  the 
“heads”  of  the  Bill  for  the  Supply;  and  the  Lords  Justices 
recommended  that  this  expedient  should  be  accepted,  as  their 
own  Bill  would  certainly  not  he  passed.  To  this  the  English 
Lords  Justices  consented.  It  appears  however  from  Galway’s 
letter  of  2nd  February,  1699,  on  the  prorogation  of  Parliament, 
that  the  Bill  for  the  duty  on  woollens  was  passed,  and  that 
thereby  the  Government  had  “ absolutely  surmounted  the 
pretensions  of  the  Sole  Eight  ” ; while  the  Bill  for  the  linen 
manufacture,  which  had  been  expected  to  meet  with  little 
opposition,  did  not  pass. 

I\Iethuen  gives  an  epitome  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Session 
in  a letter  dated  3rd  February,  1698,  which  must  be  meant 
for  1698-9,  notwithstanding  the  endorsement  (p.  599).  He 
remarks  that  by  the  passing  of  the  Bill  before  mentioned  “ the 
Sole  Eight  is  much  more  removed  from  all  controversy  than  by 
my  Lord  Capel's  expedient.”  No  open  “ breach  ” had  occurred 
during  the  Session,  hut  “ people  here  are  in  such  a temper  that 
there  is  much  more  to  he  feared  than  hoped;  the  Commons  are 
possessed  with  a desire  for  imitating  an  English  Parliament; 

. . . and  although  the  several  parties  differ  amongst  them- 

selves, yet  they  agree  in  desiring  to  be  independent  of  England.” 
The  Scots  in  the  North  especially  opposed  everything  the  King 
desired. 

In  ^larch,  1699,  Winchester  succeeded  his  father  as  Duke  of 
Bolton,  and  as  he  was  thus  compelled  to  return  to  England, 
he  proposed  that  ]\farsh.  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  should  take  his 
place  as  Lord  Justice ; hut  Galway  recommended  Methuen. 
In  November  Galwa}’  sent  his  own  resignation  to  the  King,  and 
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explained  the  reason  to  Shrewsbury.  Mr.  Prior  had  been 
appointed  Secretary  by  Lord  Jersey,  while  Mr.  May  had  been 
appointed  by  Bolton  and  Galway  ; but  apparently  Prior  claimed 
to  be  Secretary  to  all  three  Justices,  and  obtained  an  order 
from  the  Kiag  for  the  removal  of  May.  This  Galway  regarded 
as  an  insufferable  “ affront.” 

In  1700  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  was  offered  to 
Shrewsbury,  but  refused  by  him,  as  before  stated.  Bolton  had 
been  making  “pretensions”  to  it,  but  dropped  them  on  being 
erroneously  informed  that  Shrewsbury  had  accepted  ; and  there 
is  a letter  bitterly  complaining  of  the  “usage”  he  had  received 
from  the  King  and  from  Shrewsbury  on  this  occasion,  and 
announcing  his  retirement  into  the  country. 

Thus  ended  Shrewsbury’s  correspondence  with  the  Irish 
Government.  There  is  nothing  here  about  his  own  Lord 
Lieutenantship  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

These  volumes  further  comprise  many  valuable  documents 
relating  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the  North  American 
Colonies,  and  Canada. 

In  1694  there  was  much  discussion  between  the  Privy  Council 
and  the  East  India  Company  touching  the  “new’  regulations” 
to  be  made  under  their  recent  charter.  One  object  of  the  Council 
was  to  discover  “whether  they  export  goods  of  the  product  of 
England  to  the  value  of  what  they  w'ere  obliged  in  former 
regulations”  (p.  143).  In  1695  there  was  a “terrible  clamour 
raised  upon  two  rich  East  India  ships  being  taken  ” by  the 
French  Admiral  Nesmond.  In  1696  three  French  ships  w'ere 
for  a long  time  “ cruising  off  Galway,  in  expectation  of  the 
East  India-men.”  The  answer  of  the  Butch  East  India 
Company  to  certain  English  claims  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
November,  1698. 

There  are  also  papers  relating  to  the  Turkey  or  Levant 
Company,  and  to  convoys  sent  with  the  merchant-ships  passing 
through  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Two  regiments  were  sent  from  Plymouth  to  Jamaica  in  1694, 
and  another  regiment  was  desirous  of  going.  Care  was  taken  to 
prevent  disagreements  betw'een  the  Governor  and  the  com- 
manders, such  as  had  happened  in  previous  “ expeditions.”  A 
French  fleet  was  preparing  for  America  and  the  West  Indies 
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about  the  same  time.  The  French  landed  in  Jamaica,  and  did 
much  damage,  carrying  off  1,300  negroes,  but  their  loss  of  men 
was  gi'eat,  and  many  men  in  their  ships  were  “ dying  of 
sickness.”  In  1G9G  French  cruisers  were  lying  in  wait  in  the 
Irish  Channel  for  the  West  India  ships  belonging  to  Liverpool, 
Whitehaven,  and  other  ports. 

From  New  York  in  1G9G  Colonel  Robert  Livingston  sent 
accounts  to  Shrewsbury  and  Romney  of  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Kidd,  who  had  been  commissioned  to  suppress  the  numerous 
pirates  in  the  Red  Sea,  but  found  it  “too  late  to  pass  the  Capes”; 
and  having  captured  a French  prize,  he  took  it  to  New  York  to 
have  it  condemned  (in  the  Admiralty  Court  there).  These  letters 
contain  other  curious  particulars  as  to  privateers  and  pirates, 
and  the  King’s  share  of  the  prize  moneys  is  referred  to. 
Livingston  complains  that  the  commission  given  him  by  the 
King  had  been  “ suspended  ” by  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
New  York,  a thing  “without  precedent  in  the  Plantations”;  and 
he  requests  Romney  “ to  appear  at  the  Council  Board  in  the 
maintaining  his  Majesty’s  prerogative.” 

The  undated  papers  in  Volume  XXIV.  have  been  kept  together 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  bound  (pp.  721-745).  Most  of 
them  relate  to  the  Colonies,  and  were  probably  consulted  by 
“the  Committee  of  Plantations”  (p.  127),  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  the  draft  patent  appointing  Commissioners  of  the 
Plantations  in  America,  in  1G95  (p.  285).  The  commission  was 
issued  to  .John  Locke  and  others  on  16th  December,  1G95,  and 
is  to  be  found  on  the  Patent  Rolls,  where  also  there  is  a similar 
Commission  to  the  Lord  Keeper  and  others  dated  15th  May, 
169G  (p.  336). 

In  two  lengthy  papers  J.  Nelson  relates  his  experience  in  North 
America  during  twenty-six  years,  especially  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada.  While  in  the  employment  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  New  England,  he  had  been  captured  by  the  French,  and  sent 
to  France,  where  he  had  some  discussion  with  the  French  ministers 
about  a treaty  of  neutrality  “for  those  parts.”  He  gives  reasons 
for  apprehending  that  the  French,  aided  by  the  Indians,  might 
invade  New  England,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
Virginia,  and  other  Colonies ; and  he  contrasts  the  policies  of  the 
English  and  the  French  in  dealing  with  the  natives,  and  in  their 
treatment  of  the  settlers,  Some  Indians  had  been  sent  over  to 
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the  Court  of  France,  and  thence  to  Flanders,  to  witness  the 
splendour  of  the  French  armies.  Nelson  proposed  that  “the 
chiefs  of  the  divers  nations  ” should  in  like  manner  l)e  sent  to 
Engdand,  and  given  “a  sight  of  the  City  of  London”  ; and  that 
“ our  hunters  about  Albany”  should  be  encouraged  to  accompany 
and  assist  “our  Indians  ” in  their  expeditions  against  the  French 
Indians.  He  mentions  that  Major  Schuyler  in  1G91  very  nearly 
made  himself  master  of  Montreal ; and  states  it  as  his  opinion 
that  if  all  the  small  Governments  of  the  English  Colonies  were 
united  under  one  Governor,  it  would  be  easy  to  make  “ an  entire 
conquest  ” of  Canada. 

In  the  second  paper  Nelson  gives  particulars  of  the  French 
settlements  in  Canada,  and  explains  his  proposals  for  its  invasion, 
and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  possession. 

Then  follows  a paper  on  New  England  by  Eichard  Daniel, 
describing  the  oligarchic  form  of  government  of  the  original 
Puritan  “ Company,”  which  had  been  abolished,  and  how  the 
King’s  “late  Charter”  had  been  adopted.  He  expresses  surprise 
that  the  Planters  did  not  defend  themselves  better  against  the  in- 
cursions of  the  French  and  Indians,  and  agrees  with  the  reason  for 
this  inactivity  given  by  the  Mohawks,  “who  say  it  is  because  the 
English  are  divided  into  so  many  petty  governments.”  As  one 
result  of  the  remedies  proposed  in  his  paper,  he  anticipated  that 
the  French  might  easily  be  driven  back  “at  least  to  Quebec.” 

Another  paper,  the  author  of  which  is  not  named,  comprises 
some  general  observations  on  the  importance  of  the  trade 
between  England  and  the  Plantations,  and  recommends  the 
appointment  of  Lords  Commissioners,  with  certain  powers.  He 
.prophesied  that  many  wares  then  purchased  from  foreigners 
might  in  future  be  obtained  from  the  Colonies,  while  the  latter 
would  he  prevented  “from  falling  into  those  manufactures  ” with 
which  they  were  supplied  from  England. 

Two  short  papers  relate  to  a scheme  for  a Council  of  Trade 
and  Navigation.  Another  contains  proposals  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a Company  of  Proprietors  of  New  Albion,  a country  to 
the  west  of  Canada,  a description  of  it  being  given.  It  proposes 
that  the  Governments  of  New  York  and  New  England  should  he 
united.  This  would  induce  many  persons  to  “ raise  a fund  and 
begin  this  noble  undertaking,  which,  once  established,  would 
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deprive  the  French,  without  lighting,  of  that  trade  which 
nourishes  Canada.” 

Lastly,  there  is  what  is  termed  “ a brief  account  of  the 
present  declining  state  of  the  West  Indies,”  especially  of 
Barbadoes.  Their  “ calamities  ” w'ere  threatening  the  extinction 
of  the  large  export  trade  from  England,  and  of  the  import 
trade  in  sugar,  cotton,  and  other  produce  of  those  islands,  with 
which  England  “ abundantly  supplied  ” Holland,  Hamburgh, 
and  Germany.  Many  heavily  laden  beets  and  single  ships  had 
been  destroyed,  partly  in  the  war,  and  partly  by  being  compelled 
to  make  the  voyage  in  “ the  fatal  time  of  winter.”  Their  mariners 
had  even  been  impressed  by  men-of-war.  Several  remedies  were 
proposed  for  making  the  West  India  trade  “more  secure  and 
easy.” 

These  remarks  merely  give  an  outline  of  the  varied  contents 
of  the  Shrewslniry  I’apers.  Many  Ihographical  and  topographical 
particulars  have  necessarily  been  omitted.  The  letter-book  kept 
by  Shrewsbury  during  his  embassy  to  France,  in  1713,  was 
discovered  too  late  to  l)e  included  in  this  lieport. 


The  Calendar  of  these  papers  has  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
R.  E.  G.  Kirk,  by  whom  also  the  above  Introduction  has  been 
written. 
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THE  DUKE  OF  BUCCLEUCH  AND  QUEENSBERRY, 

K.G.,  K.T., 


AT 

YIONTAGU  HOUSE,  WHITEHALL. 


VOL.  II. 


V.— THE  SHREWSBUEY  PAPERS. 

This  collection,  now  preserved  at  Montagu  House,  comprises  the 
correspondence  and  papers  of  Charles  Talbot,  twelfth  Earl  and 
first  Duke  of  Shrewsl)ury,  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  IL,  .James  IL, 
William  and  j\Iary,  and  Queen  Anne,  bound  in  twenty-five 
volumes,  mostly  quarto.  He  held  the  high  offices  of  Secretary  of 
State,  1689-1090,  and  1693-1699,  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the 
Household,  1699-1700,  and  1714-1715,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  1713-1714,  and  Lord  High  Treasurer,  1714  ; but  there 
are  no  letters  here  later  than  1708. 

A few  of  the  Shrewsbury  Papers  were  printed  by  l)r.  Thomas 
Somerville  in  the  Appendix  to  his  “ History  of  Great  Britain 
during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,”  in  1798  ; and  he  states  that  he 
was  indebted  to  the  1 )uchess  of  Buccleuch  for  the  use  of  many  of 
these  volumes.  He  also  made  a manuscript  Catalogue  of  ten  of 
the  volumes,  now  kept  with  them,  the  dedication  therein  to  the 
Duchess  being  dated  at  Jedburgh,  30  Nov.,  1800. 

A large  selection  from  the  correspondence,  consisting  of  letters 
from  and  to  King  William  HI.,  the  Earl  of  Portland,  Admiral 
Edward  Russell,  afterwards  Earl  of  Orford,  Viscount  Villiers, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Jersey,  Lords  Somers,  Sunderland,  and 
Wharton,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  others,  was  published 
by  Archdeacon  William  Coxe  in  18‘21,  in  a quarto  volume, 
entitled,  “ Private  and  Original  Correspondence  of  Charles 
Talbot,  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  with  King  William,  the  Leaders  of 
the  Whig  Party,  and  other  Distinguished  Statesmen.”  Coxe’s 
work  was  dedicated  to  Elizabeth,  Duchess  of  Buccleuch,  by  whom 
these  volumes,  or  some  of  them,  were  lent  to  him.  He  shows  liow 
they  came  into  the  Duchess’s  possession  in  the  following  passage 
on  the  Duke  of  Shrewsliury ; — 
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“ Leaving  no  issue,  his  dukedom  became  extinct,  and  his  title 
of  Earl,  with  a portion  of  his  estates,  devolved  on  his  relative, 
Gilbert  Talbot,  who  was  descended  from  John,  tenth  Earl  (jf 
Shrewsbury.  The  rest  of  his  landed  and  personal  property,  with 
his  family  papers,  came  into  the  possession  of  his  nephew, 
George  [Brudenell] , third  Earl  of  Cardigan,  father  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Montagu,  and  grandfather  of  Elizabeth,  Duchess  of 
Buccleuch.” 

Three  thick  volumes  of  these  letters  consist  entirely  of  letters 
from  James  Vernon,  Esquire,  first  Under- Secretary  and  after- 
wards Principal  Secretary  of  State,  addressed  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  from  1696  to  1708.  It  was  the  Duke’s  usual 
practice  to  keep  drafts  or  copies  of  his  letters,  hut  no  drafts  or 
copies  of  his  letters  to  Vernon  are  preserved  in  this  collection  ; 
possibly  they  are  to  he  looked  for  elsewhere.  Many  of  Vernon’s 
letters  to  the  Duke  were  published  by  the  late  Mr.  G.  P.  E. 
James  in  1841,  in  three  octavo  volumes.  Many  others  are 
omitted  by  him,  and  large  portions  even  of  the  letters  which  he 
printed  are  also  omitted,  mostly  without  any  indication  of  the 
fact ; and  his  text  abounds  with  faulty  readings.  He  appears  to 
have  edited  from  extracts  furnished  to  him  by  his  publisher,  Mr. 
Henry  Colburn,  without  having  any  opportunity  of  collating 
them  with  the  originals. 

A description  of  the  contents  of  all  the  twenty-five  volumes 
here  follows. 
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Letters  from  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

These  letters  mostly  relate  to  the  writer’s  private  affairs,  and 
to  his  matrimonial  negociations,  between  1673  and  1678,  with 
two  letters  of  1705  at  the  end,  and  others  being  undated.  A 
letter  of  Mr.  John  Talbot,  grandson  of  Sir  John,  in  1768,  shows 
that  this  correspondence  was  delivered  up  by  him  to  the  then 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury.  The  letters  and  papers  in  this  volume  are 
numbered  from  1 to  84,  and  copies  or  extracts  from  the  more 
interesting  will  be  given.  Some  of  the  letters  are  addressed, 
“ For  Sir  John  Talbott,  at  his  house  about  the  middle  of  Lounge 
Aker  ” (Long  Acre).  No.  9 is  a copy  of  a letter  from  the 
Countess  Dowager  of  Shrewsbury,  Anna  Maria  Brudenell,  to  her 
son,  in  the  latter’s  hand,  without  date.  No.  11  is  a copy  of  a 
letter  to  Lord  Halifax,  also  without  date.  No.  17  is  from  James 
Morgan,  at  Paris,  to  the  Earl’s  guardians  ; and  there  are  others 
by  the  same  writer. 

VOLS.  II.,  III.,  AND  IV. 

These  three  volumes  contain  the  letters  from  Secretary  Vernon, 
between  the  years  1696  and  1708.  Many  of  them  have  been 
printed  in  G.  P.  K.  James’s  three  volumes,  as  before  stated.  A few 


* Bather  cousin  ; see  the  pedigree  given  by  Coxe,  p.  665,  according  to  which  his 
mother,  who  is  mentioned  in  many  of  his  early  letters  to  Sir  John  Talbot,  was 
Anna  Maria  Brudenell. 
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of  them  have  been  printed  by  Coxe,  and  two  by  Somerville. 
None  of  them  are  included  in  the  present  volume.  The  dates 
and  contents  of  each  volume  are  as  follow  : 

Vol.  II.  Sept.  lh9G — Feb.  1G98.  Nos.  1-198. 

Vol.  III.  March  1G98— Oct.  1G99.  Nos.  1-248. 

Vol.  IV.  Nov.  1699 — to  Nov.  1708.  (None  in  1705  or  170G.) 
Nos.  1-201. 


VoL.  V. 

Letters  from  King  William  III.  to  Shrewsbury,  two  in  1689, 
many  between  1694  and  1697,  and  one  in  1700.  They  are  all  in 
French,  and  are  translated  and  printed  by  Coxe,  as  will  appear 
in  the  Table  to  be  found  further  on.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
volume  there  is  a letter  from  King  .James  II.  to  the  Earl  of 
]\Iiddleton,  dated  22  Dec.  1688 ; and  also  a letter  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  dated  2 Nov.  1688. — “49  letters.” 


Vol.  VI. 

Drafts  of  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  King  William  III.,  a few 
in  1689,  many  between  1694  and  1697,  and  one  in  1698 ; all 
printed  by  Coxe,  except  two,  dated  11  Sept.  1694,  and  15  Aug. 
1696.— “69  letters.” 


Vol.  VII. 

1.  Letters  from  William  Bentinck,  Earl  of  Portland,  to 
Shrewsbury,  1694-1699,  in  French. 

2.  Letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  Portland,  1689-1697. 

3.  Letters  from  Henry  de  Massue,  Earl  of  Galway,  to 
Shrewsbury,  in  French,  and  a few  from  the  latter  to  the  former, 
1695-6. 

Portions  of  these  three  series  are  printed  by  Coxe,  the  French 
ones  being  translated. — Nos.  1-188. 

4.  Letters  from  Mrs.  Villiers  and  Mrs.  Lundee  to  Shrewsbury, 
with  drafts  of  his  replies,  and  a draft  of  a letter  from  him  to 
Mr.  [Thomas]  Wharton,  in  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1693.  Most  of  these 
are  printed  by  Coxe,  who  gives  some  of  the  dates  inaccurately. 
— Nos.  1-16. 


Vol.  VIII. 

1.  Letters  from  Edward  Villiers,  Lord  Villiers,  afterwards 
Earl  of  .Jersey,  to  Shrewsbury,  with  drafts  and  copies  of  letters 
from  Shrewsbury  to  Villiers  ; 1696-1699.  Many  of  these  are 
printed  by  Coxe. — Nos.  1-83. 

2.  Letters  from  Mr.  George  Stepney,  Ambassador  to  Germany, 
1703-1705.— Nos.  84-118. 
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VoL.  IX. 

Letters  from  Lords  Halifax  (Savile  and  Montagu),  Sunderland, 
Somers,  Wharton,  and  Godolplhn  to  Shrewsbury,  with  drafts  and 
copies  of  his  letters  to  most  of  them  ; 1695-1706.  Many  of  these 
are  printed  by  Coxe. — Nos.  1-141. 

VoL.  X. 

Letters  from  and  to  Sir  William  Trumbull,  Secretary  of  State, 
Lords  Rochester  and  Manchester,  Abraham  Stan^'an,  Sir  Joseph 
Williamson,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  1695-1700.  Some  of  the 
letters  from  and  to  Williamson  are  printed  by  Coxe. — Nos.  1-116. 

VoL.  XI. 

1.  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  the  Princess  of 
Orange,  21  May,  1688. 

2.  ^ Proposed  Declaration  by  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

3.  Letters  of  Irish  and  Scotch  noblemen,  and  some  letters  of 
William  III.,  1689. 

4.  Two  commissions  by  James  II.  to  Scotch  noblemen,  dated 
at  Dublin  Castle,  29  March,  1689. 

5.  Copies  of  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  the  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Lord  Paget,  and  Sir  James  Ogelvie,  1696. 

6.  Letters  from  Henry  Guy,  Lord  Romney,  Col.  Robert 
Livingston,  the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  Thomas  Brodrick,  Gus.  Hamilton,  Major  Gen. 
William  Steuart,  Lord  Meath,  and  Brigadier  William  Wolseley, 
with  sundry  papers,  copies  of  letters  to  Thomas  Brodrick,  &c., 
1696-1697. 

7.  Letters  from  and  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  1694-1695. 

8.  Letters  from  and  to  Bishop  Burnet,  1697, 1708,  and  undated. 

9.  Letters  from  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  1707. 

10.  Letter  from  Robert  Harley,  27  July,  1708. 

11.  Letters  from  and  to  Benjamin  Purly,  1706. 

12.  Letters  from  M.  de  Fontenay  to  Lords  Bath,  Lansdowne, 
and  Shrewsbury,  1689. 

13.  Two  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  Portland,  22  Dec.,  1694, 
and  1 Jan.,  1694-5,  draft  and  copy.  A letter  of  the  Elector 
Palatine,  1705. 

14.  Letters  of  Mr.  Matthew  Prior,  from  the  Hague,  1695. 

15.  Letters  from  Lord  Tweeddale  and  Secretary  Johnston 
from  Edinburgh,  1965  ; with  drafts  of  some  letters  to  the  latter. 
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16.  Letters  from  and  to  William  Penn,  1695. 

17.  Articles  against  Sir  Charles  Porter,  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  1695. 

Nos.  1-107. 

Von.  XII. 

Letters  from  Secretary  Blatlnvayt  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewshury ; 
with  drafts  and  copies  of  letters  from  Shrewslmry  to  Secretary 
Blathwayt ; 1694. — Nos.  1-116. 

Von.  XIII. 

Copies  of  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  Secretary  Blathwayt,  May 
to  September,  1696. — Nos.  1-37. 

Letters  from  Secretary  Blathwayt  to  Shrewshury,  with  copies 
of  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  the  Secretary,  April  to  August,  1697. 
There  are  also  some  copies  of  papers  of  earlier  dates,  and  one 
letter  from  Blathwayt  of  22  Nov.,  o.s.,  1698. 

Yon.  XIV. 

Letters  from  Mr.  Hill  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewshury  from 
[May  28-]  June  7,  1696,  to  [June  26-]  July  6,  1698,  dated  at 
Brussels,  Gaud,  Antwerp,  Bruges,  Loo,  the  Hague,  Ac.,  all  in  his 
own  handwriting  ; intermixed  with  copies  of  letters  from  Shrews- 
bury to  Mr.  Hill,  between  the  same  dates. — “ 112  letters.” 

Von.  XV. 

Letters  from  Admiral  Edward  Bussell,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Orford,  to  the  Earl  and  Duke  of  Shrewshury,  with  drafts  of 
letters  from  the  latter  to  the  former,  from  1 December,  1693,  to 
5 August  1700;  all  holograph. — “ 150  letters.” 

Some  of  these  are  printed  by  Coxe ; see  Table. 

Von.  XVI. 

“ Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Kooke’s  Letters  to  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury,  1695-1697.” 

There  are  also  many  letters  from  Shrewshury  to  Berkeley  and 
Eooke — drafts  and  copies — and  many  enclosed  letters  and  papers, 
especially  in  Eooke’s  letters. — “ 155  letters.” 

Von.  XVII. 

“Lord  Capell  and  Gallway’s  Letters,  etc.,  from  Ireland,  to 
the  Duke  of  Shrewshury,  1694-1700.” 

1.  The  letters  from  Lord  Capel,  Nos.  1-58,  are  dated  at 
Dublin  Castle  between  April,  1694,  and  March,  1696,  with  one 
letter  dated  at  Chapell  Izod  in  May,  1696.  Only  one  or  two 
replies  from  Shrewsbury  are  among  them. 
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2.  Nos.  59-70  are  letters  from  Mr.  John  Methuen,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  dated  at  Dublin  between  June,  1697,  and  Feb., 
1699,  with  some  replies  by  Shrewsbury,  and  with  two  letters  of 
Methuen’s  dated  at  London,  in  1700. 

3.  Nos.  71-118  are  letters  between  Lord  Galway  and  Shrews- 
bury, between  May,  1697,  and  May,  1700,  Galway’s  being  all  in 
French,  and  mostly  dated  at  Dublin  Castle. 

VoL.  XVIII. 

“ Minutes  of  the  Privy  Council,  1693-1697.” 

These  are  notes  by  Shrewsbury  of  proceedings  in  the  Council, 
from  6 March,  1693,  to  11  April,  1697  ; very  roughly  written. — 
“ 66  papers.” 

VoL.  XIX. 

“ Miscellaneous  State  Papers,  1694-1696.” 

This  volume  contains  letters  from  various  persons  to  Shrews- 
bury, and  many  papers  in  the  Duke’s  own  hand,  with  other 
papers,  dated  between  1691  and  1697,  but  not  arranged  in  order 
of  dates. — “ 95  letters  and  papers.” 

VoL.  XX. 

“ Miscellaxreous  Papers  on  Irish  Affairs,  &c.,  1694-1700.” 

These  are  drafts  and  copies  of  letters  from  Shrewsbury  to  Lord 
Capel,  letters  to  and  from  Charles  Porter,  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
Lord  Justice,  letters  to  Lord  Galway,  letters  to  and  from  Lord 
Chancellor  Methuen,  letters  to  the  Lords  Justices,  letters  to  and 
from  the  Marquis  of  Winchester,  and  various  papers,  between  the 
dates  above  mentioned. — “ 94  letters.” 

VoL.  XXL 

Journal  of  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
and  kept  by  him  during  his  travels  abroad,  in  1700  and  following 
years. 

[VoL.  XXII.] 

“Miscellaneous  State  Papers,  Letters,  &c.  1696, 1697.  Vol.  II.”*‘* 
It  contains : 

1.  Papers  relating  to  Sir  John  Fenwick,  1696. 

2.  Letters  from  G.  Bridges  to  Shrewsbury,  1696-1697. 

3.  Letters  from  Ulysses  Browne  to  Shrewsbury  and  others, 
with  informations,  and  with  some  letters  from  Col.  G.  Talbot, 
1697-1699. 

4.  Petition,  letter,  and  papers  of  Sir  Samuel  Morland,  1689. 

5.  A letter  from  the  Vizier  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  [Feb. 
1697-8]. 

6.  Papers  relating  to  the  Treaty  with  France,  the  inhabitants 
of  Cevennes,  James  II. ’s  protestation  against  it,  memorials  by 
him,  &c.,  1697. 


*For  the  first  volume  see  Vol.  XIX, 
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7.  Drafts  of  the  commission  and  instructions  to  the  Lords 
Justices  during  the  King’s  absences,  undated ; and  a letter  to  the 
King  against  his  Councillors,  25  Dec.  1689. 

61  letters  and  papers. 


[VoL.  XXIIL] 

“ Miscellaneous  State  Papers,  Letters,  &c.  1689-1705.  Vol. 

III.” 

Twelve  papers. 


[Vol.  XXIV.] 

A folio  volume  labelled— “ Sir  Lambert  Blackwell’s  Letters  on 
the  Leghorn  Trade,  &c.,  &c.  1696-1704.” 

“This  volume  contains  72  letters  and  papers,”  many  being  of 
4*"°  size.  Besides  Blackwell’s  letters,  there  are  others  from 
and  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  Cavalier  Coriolano  Monte- 
magni.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovell,  and  others ; and  papers,  mostly 
undated,  relating  to  the  Coinage,  the  reduction  of  Canada,  tlie 
English  Colonies  in  America,  the  West  Indies  and  Barbadoes, 
the  Council  of  Trade,  the  linen  manufacture  and  coinage  in 
Ireland,  the  Eastland  merchants,  toll  on  the  Elbe,  the  merchants 
and  factory  at  Leghorn,  &c. 

[Vol.  XXV.] 

A folio  volume  labelled  “ Admiralty  Office  Papers,  1695, 1696.” 

It  contains  many  lists  of  “his  Majesty’s  Ships  now  in  Sea 
Pay,”  or  “in  Port.”  At  the  beginning  there  is  “a  copy  of  Mr. 
Piussell’s  Account,”  1691-5.—“  38  papers.” 

Many  of  these  volumes  have  two  book-plates,  one  l)earing  the 
words  “ Deene  Library.” 


Chronological  Table  of  the  Shrewsbury  Correspondence 

PRINTED  BY  CoXE.’'* 


Page. 

Date. 

Writer  or  Addri 

9. 

1689,  Aug.  18f  - - - 

from  the  King 

6. 

,,  „ 27 — Sept.  6 - 

to 

10. 

„ Sept.  1-11  - - - 

to 

13. 

„ „ 4 - - - - 

to  Portland 

13. 

„ „ 5-15  - - - 

from  the  King 

14. 

„ Dec.  22  - - - - 

to  „ 

19. 

1693,  [Nov.]  - - - - 

from  Mrs.  Villiers 

’None  of  these  are  repojited  in  the  present  volume,  but  a few  farther  extracts  are 
given  in  some  cases  where  Coxe's  extracts  seemed  insufficient.  Coxe  also  gives 
three  extracts  from  the  Hardwicke  State  Papers,  on  pp.  390,  477,  and  6.32,  and 
three  from  the  Blenheim  Collection,  on  pp.  63.3,  630,  and  039. 

1 18-28  in  Coxe. 
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19. 

1693, 

Nov.  24'--'  - - 

21. 

„ 28f  - - 

23. 

> ^ 

Dec.  1 - - - 

24. 

yy  yy 

24. 

? ? 

yy  yy 

24. 

? 5 

M yy 

25. 

1 ? 

„ 2 - - - 

26. 

yy  yy  ~ ~ ~ 

27. 

? ? 

„ 18  - - - 

29. 

? ) 

„ 25  - - - 

28. 

1 ) 

[Dec.  26  ?]  - - 

192. 

1694,  May  3 - - - 

193. 

1 y 

„ 5-15  - - 

33. 

f ? 

„ 11-21  - - 

32. 

yy 

„ 14-24  - - 

36. 

yy 

„ 15-25  - - 

36. 

yy 

„ 18-28  - - 

194. 

yy 

„ 19-29  - - 

38. 

yy 

„ 22 — June  1 

33. 

y y 

yy  yy  yy 

194. 

y y 

,,  24  ,,  3 

196. 

y y 

„ 26—  „ 5 

39. 

y y 

June  1-11  - - 

197. 

y y 

„ 14-24  - - 

41. 

y y 

,,  15-25  - - 

44. 

y y 

,,  18-28  - - 

45. 

y y 

July  1 - - 

197. 

y y 

yy 

198. 

y y 

yy 

46. 

y y 

June  22 — July  2 

48. 

y y 

July  5 - - 

48. 

y y 

„ 8 

52. 

y y 

„ 15 

49. 

y y 

,,  10-20  - - 

52. 

y y 

yy  yy  ~ 

53. 

y y 

,,  13-23  - - 

53. 

yy 

„ 17-27  - - 

61. 

yy 

„ 23— Aug.  2 

59. 

yy 

„ 24-  „ 3 

61. 

yy 

„ 27—  „ 6 

62. 

yy 

„ 31—  „ 10 

65. 

yy 

Aug.  3-13  - - 

198. 

y y 

yy  J5  " “ 

200. 

y y 

„ 4-14  - - 

68. 

y y 

„ 6-16  - - 

64. 

y y 

yy  59  *■  " 

69. 

y y 

,,  10-20  - - 

65. 

• y 

5 5 5 9 

69. 

y y 

„ 14-24  - - 

to  [Mrs.  Villiers] 
from  Mrs.  Lundee 
from  Mr.  Wharton 
from  Adm.  Kussell 
from  [Mrs.  Villiers] 
from  Mrs.  Lundee 
to  Mr.  Wharton 
to  Mrs.  Villiers 
to  Mrs.  Lundee 
to  [Mrs.  Villiers] 
from  Mrs.  Lundee 
from  Eussell 
to  Eussell 
to  the  King 
from  , , 
to  ,, 

to  ., 

to  Eussell 
from  the  King 
to 

from  Kussell 
to 

to  the  King 
to  Eussell 
to  the  King 
from  ,, 

from  Eussell  to  Sec.  Tren- 
chard 

from  Eussell  to  Shrewsbury 
to  the  King 
from  the  King 

5 ? n 

) 5 M 

to  ,, 

to  Portland 
to  the  King 
to 

from  ,, 
to 

to  Portland 
to  the  King 
to 

from  Kussell 
to 

from  the  King 
from  Portland 
to  the  King 
to  Portland 
to  the  King 


4th  in  Coxe.  f 10th  in  Ooxe. 
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200. 

1694, 

Aug.  14-24  - - 

- 

to  Russell 

70. 

1 ) 

„ 30  - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

71. 

5 5 

,,  24 — Sept.  3 

- 

to  the  King 

201. 

? 1 

„ 26—  „ 5 

- 

to  Russell 

72. 

1 ) 

„ 28-  „ 7 

- 

to  the  King 

74. 

? ) 

Sept.  9 - - - 

- 

from  ,, 

75. 

> i 

„ 7-17  - - 

- 

to 

202. 

1 1 

'1  5 5 

- 

from  Russell 

204. 

? i 

„ 21  - - - 

- 

5 5 5 5 

204. 

) j 

,,  25— Oct.  5 

- 

to  Russell 

75. 

n 

Oct.  12  - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

205. 

5) 

„ 8-18  - - - 

- 

from  Russell 

76. 

)) 

„ 9-19  - - - 

- 

to  the  King 

206. 

15 

15  55 

- 

from  Russell 

77. 

15 

„ 19-29  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

209. 

55 

„ 21-31  - - 

- 

from  Russell 

206. 

5 5 

„ 23 — Nov.  2 

- 

to 

210. 

5 5 

Nov.  2-12  - - 

- 

from  ,, 

207. 

15 

„ 20-30  - - 

- 

to 

214. 

5 1 

,,  28 — Dec.  8 

- 

from  ,, 

213. 

55 

Dec.  4-14  - - 

- 

to 

77. 

5 5 

„ 15-25  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

214. 

5 5 

„ 18-28  - - 

- 

to  Russell 

78. 

1694-5,  Dec.  23 — Jan.  2 

- 

to  the  King 

216. 

5 5 

„ 31—  „ 10 

from  Russell 

218. 

5 5 

Jan.  1-10  - 

- 

to  ,, 

219. 

5 1 

„ 15-25  - - 

- 

to  ,, 

219. 

5 5 

„ 29  - - 

- 

to 

222. 

5 1 

Feb.  10-20  - 

- 

from  ,, 

224. 

5 1 

March  12-22  - 

- 

to 

225. 

1695, 

April  9-19  - - 

- 

to 

226. 

„ 16-26 

- 

from  Russell 

229. 

5 5 

May  2-12  - - 

- 

from  ,, 

228. 

55 

„ 7-17  - - 

- 

to 

229. 

55 

„ 11-21  - - 

- 

from  Russell 

83. 

1 5 

,,  23 — June  2 

- 

from  the  King 

85. 

1 5 

June  9 - - - 

- 

from  ,, 

84. 

5 5 

May  31 — June  10 

- 

to 

261. 

5 

55  55  55  55 

- 

from  Galway 

85. 

5 5 

June  4-14  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

86. 

1 

„ 8-18  - - 

- 

from  ,, 

231. 

1 

,,  14-24  - - 

- 

from  Russell 

90. 

1 

,,  17-27  - - 

- 

from  the  King 

88. 

,, 

,,  21 — July  1 - 

- 

to 

263. 

5 

„ 28—  „ 8- 

- 

to  Galway 

91. 

5 

July  1-11  - - 

- 

from  the  King 

265. 

5 

5 1 5 5 ~ 

- 

from  Galway 

230. 

, 

..  2-12  - - 

- 

to  Russell 

91. 

1 

„ 14 

- 

from  Portland 

231. 

1 

„ 4-14  - - 

- 

to  Russell 

264. 

55 

„ 5-15  - - 

- 

to  Galway 

92. 

5 

„ 11-21  - - 

- 

from  the  King 
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92. 

1695,  July  12-22  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

93. 

[July  16-26]’'''  - - 

- 

to 

267. 

? ? 

,,  19-29  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

94. 

1 •> 

,,28  - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

234. 

? J 

„ 21-31  - - 

- 

from  Eussell 

97. 

? > 

Aug.  1 - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

95. 

? 5 

July  23 — Aug.  2 

- 

to 

266. 

1 ) 

9 9 9 9 

- 

to  Galway 

98. 

5 > 

Aug.  4 - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

96. 

5 ? 

July  26 — Aug.  5 

- 

to 

99. 

? 5 

„ 30—  „ 9 

- 

to 

233. 

1 > 

99  99  99  99 

- 

to  Eussell 

100. 

^ ) 

Aug.  11  - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

269. 

> ) 

„ 3-13  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

101. 

? > 

,,  15-25  - - 

- 

from  Portland 

101. 

? ) 

,,  16-26  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

269. 

? J 

9 9 9 9 

- 

to  Galway 

270. 

5 ? 

9 9 9 9 

- 

from  Galway 

237. 

? ? 

9 9 9 9 

- 

from  Eussell 

238. 

) ? 

9 9 9 9 

- 

from  , , 

396. 

? 5 

„ 17-27  - - 

- 

to  Sunderland 

102. 

? 5 

,,  23 — Sept.  2 

- 

to  Portland 

397. 

? 5 

„ 24—  „ 3 

- 

from  Sunderland 

103. 

1 ? 

Sept.  6 - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

104. 

? 9 

„ 6 - - - 

- 

from  Portland 

102. 

9 9 

Aug.  27 — Sept.  6 

- 

to  the  King 

236. 

9 9 

99  99  99  99 

- 

to  Eussell 

103. 

9 9 

„ 30—  „ 9 

- 

to  the  King 

242. 

9 9 

Sept.  4-14  - - 

- 

from  Eussell 

105. 

9 9 

„ 6-16  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

271. 

9 9 

9 9 9 9 

- 

to  Galway 

106. 

9 9 

„ 16  - - - 

- 

from  the  King 

397. 

9 9 

„ 8-18  - - 

- 

from  Sunderland 

272. 

9 9 

,,  10-20  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

397. 

9 9 

„ 11-21  - - 

- 

from  Somers 

106. 

9 9 

,,  12-23  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

107. 

9 9 

,,  27— Oct.  8t 

- 

from  , , 

108. 

9 9 

Oct.  1-11  - - 

- 

to 

273. 

9 9 

„ 4-14  - - 

- 

to  Galway 

399. 

9 9 

„ 31— Nov.  10 

- 

to  Somers 

400. 

9 9 

Nov.  4-14  - - 

- 

from  , , 

274. 

1695-6,  Dec.  31 — Jan.  10  - 

from  Galway 

276. 

9 9 

Jan.  4-14] 

- 

from  ,, 

78. 

9 9 

§ „ 22-  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

277. 

9 9 

Feb.  4 - - - 

- 

from  Galway 

280. 

9 9 

„ 7-17  - - 

- 

from  ,, 

280. 

9 9 

„ 8-18-  - 

- 

from  , , 

283. 

9 9 

„ 11-21-  - 

- 

from  , , 

282. 

9 9 

9 9 9 9 

- 

to  ,, 

247. 

9 9 

,,24  - - 

- 

to  Eussell 

* No  date  in  the  original.  t Oct.  8 in  Coxe.  + There  are  two  letters  of 
this  date.  § Placed  under  1694-5  in  Coxe. 
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247. 

1695-6, 

Feb.  25  - - - 

247. 

1 y 

5 5 yy  ' 

283. 

y y 

„ 15-25  - - 

248. 

y y 

,,26  - - - 

248. 

y y 

,,28  - - - 

282. 

y y 

,,  ,,  — March  9 

250. 

y y 

March  1 . - - 

250. 

y y 

„2--- 

251. 

y j 

„ 3 - - - 

253. 

y y 

„ 6 - - - 

285. 

y y 

Feb.  29— March  10 

285. 

y y 

March  7-17  - - 

286. 

1696, 

April  4-14  - - - 

287. 

y y 

,,  18-28  - - - 

286. 

y i 

,,  21  -May  1 - 

288. 

y y 

yy  yy  yy  yy 

289. 

y y 

,,  28 — ,,  8 - 

290. 

y y 

May  2-12  - - - 

291. 

y ? 

„ 9-19  - - - 

113. 

y y 

„ 12-22  - - - 

114. 

y y 

yy  yy  “ ~ ” 

116. 

yy 

„ 15-25  - - - 

115. 

yy 

„ 18-28  - - - 

117. 

yy 

,,  22 — June  1 - 

291. 

yy 

yy  yy  m " " 

118. 

yy 

June  4 - - - - 

119. 

yy 

May  29 — June  8 - 

122. 

yy 

June  5-15  - - - 

294. 

yy 

„ 6-16  - - - 

295. 

yy 

„ 17  - - - 

121. 

yy 

„ 8-18  - - - 

293. 

yy 

„ 9-19  - - - 

295. 

yy 

yy  yy 

124. 

yy 

„ 15-25  - - - 

125. 

yy 

„ 23 — July  3 - 

297. 

yy 

„ 30-  „ 10  - 

299. 

yy 

July  7-17  - - - 

127. 

yy 

,,23  - - - 

407. 

yy 

„ 19-29  - - - 

129. 

yy 

„ 20-30  - - - 

130. 

yy 

„ 21-31  - - - 

128. 

yy 

yy  yy 

407. 

yy 

yy  yy 

301. 

y y 

yy  yy 

132. 

yy 

Aug.  6 - - - - 

130. 

yy 

July  28 — Aug.  7 - 

319. 

yy 

„ „[— Aug.  7?] 

304. 

yy 

,,  ,,  —Aug.  7 - 

133. 

y y 

„ 31-  „ 10  - 

320. 

y y 

Aug.  10  - - - - 

303. 

y y 

„ 3-13  - - - 

from  Eussell 
to  Russell 
from  Galway 
from  Russell  (extract) 
from  , , 
to  Galway 
to  Russell 
from  ,, 
from  ,, 
from  ,, 
from  Galway 
from 
from 
from 
to 

from 
from 
from 
from 
to  the  King 
from  ,, 
to  ,, 

from  ,, 
to  ,, 

to  Galway 
from  the  King 
to 
to 

from  Galway 

from  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to 
King  William 
from  the  King 
to  Galway 
from  „ 
from  the  King 
to 

to  Galway 
from  ,, 

from  the  King 
from  Sunderland 
from  the  King 
from  ,, 

to  ,, 

to  Sunderland 
from  Galway 
from  the  King 
to 

to  Ijord  Yilliers 
to  Galway 
to  the  King 
from  Yilliers 
from  Galway 


J ? 
5 1 
5 5 
5 ^ 

y ? 
1 > 
? ? 
? 5 
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134. 

1696, 

Aug. 

, 4-14  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

133. 

J ) 

5 5 

14  - - 

- 

from  ,, 

305. 

5 5 

6-16  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

134. 

5 ) 

55 

7-17  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

320. 

5 5 

55 

- 

to  Villiers 

388. 

55 

55 

11  - - 

- 

from  Eussell 

136. 

5 5 

5 5 

15-25  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

320. 

5 5 

5 5 

25  - - 

- 

from  Villiers 

305. 

5 5 

5 5 

17-27  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

321. 

5 5 

5 5 

31  - - 

- 

from  Villiers 

137. 

5 5 

5 5 

24 — Sept.  3 

- 

from  the  King 

321. 

5 5 

5 5 

25  „ 4 

- 

to  Villiers 

322. 

5 5 

Sept. 

4 - - 

- 

from  Villiers 

140. 

5 5 

5 5 

4 - - 

- 

from  Portland 

145. 

5 5 

5 5 

10  - - 

- 

from  the  King 

146. 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

- 

from  Portland 

139. 

5 5 

5 5 

1-11  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

322. 

55 

55 

55 

- 

to  Villiers 

140. 

5 5 

5 5 

1-11  - - 

- 

to  Portland 

308. 

5 5 

5 5 

5-15  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

147. 

5 5 

5 5 

8-18  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

141. 

5 5 

5 5 

51 

- 

from  Portland 

322. 

55 

5 5 

18  - - 

- 

from  Villiers 

149. 

5 5 

5 5 

11-21  - - 

- 

to  Portland 

149. 

4 

5 5 

5 5 

15-25  - - 

- 

to 

309. 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

- 

to  Galway 

151. 

5 5 

25  - - 

- 

from  the  King 

323. 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

- 

from  Lord  Villiers 

151. 

5 5 

5 5 

27  - - 

- 

from  Portland 

152. 

5 5 

5 5 

18-28  - - 

- 

to 

310. 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

- 

from  Galway 

152. 

5 5 

5 5 

22— Oct.  2 

- 

to  the  King 

324. 

5 5 

5 5 

55  55  55 

- 

to  Villiers 

408. 

5 5 

5 5 

24  „ 4 

- 

from  Somers 

153. 

5 5 

5 5 

55  55  55 

- 

from  Portland 

154. 

5 5 

5 5 

27  „ 7 

- 

to  _ ,, 

325. 

5 5 

Oct.  9 - - - 

- 

from  Villiers 

154. 

5 5 

9,  o.s.  - - 

- 

from  the  Edng 

312. 

5 5 

5 5 

[9-]  19’  - 

- 

from  Galway 

154. 

5 5 

5 5 

11-21  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

156. 

5 5 

5 5 

55 

- 

to  Portland 

408. 

5 5 

‘5  5 

15-25  - - 

from  Somers 

411. 

5 5 

5 5 

55 

- 

from  Sunderland 

326. 

5 5 

5 5 

26  - - - 

- 

from  Villiers 

311. 

5 5 

5 5 

17-27  - - 

- 

from  Galway 

156. 

55 

5 5 

18-28  - - 

- 

to  the  King 

411. 

5 5 

5 5 

19-29  - - 

- 

from  Somers 

413. 

5 5 

5 5 

19-29  - - 

- 

from  Sunderland 

157. 

5 5 

5 5 

20,  o.s.  - - 

- 

from  the  King 

158. 

5 5 

5 5 

20-30  - - 

- 

from  Portland 

19-29  in  Coxe. 
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327. 

1696,  Oct. 

30  - - - - 

from  Villiers 

159. 

J ) » J 

22 — Nov.  1 

to  the  King 

160. 

24  „ 3 - 

to  Portland 

327. 

M n 

99  99  99 

to  Villiers 

414. 

M M 

‘^7  „ 6 - 

from  Somers 

415. 

) J ? 5 

99  99  99 

from  Lord  Wharton 

416. 

29  „ 8 - 

from  Russell 

417. 

? J >9 

99  99  99 

from  Wharton 

417. 

9 9 9 9 

31  ,,  10  - 

from  , , 

419. 

9 9 9 9 

99  99  99 

from  Somers 

313. 

9 9 9 9 

99  99  99 

from  Galway 

420. 

,,  Nov. 

3-13  - - - 

from  Somers 

422. 

9 9 9 9 

5 - - - - 

from  Russell 

424. 

9 9 9 9 

6 - - - - 

from  Vernon 

427. 

9 9 9 9 

7-17  - - - 

from  Somers 

428. 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

from  Sunderland 

313. 

9 9 9 9 

99 

from  Galway 

161. 

10-20  - - - 

to  Portland 

428. 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

from  Wharton 

429. 

9 9 

to  Sunderland 

430. 

12-22  - - - 

from  Wharton 

328. 

9 9 9 9 

23  - - - - 

from  Villiers 

431. 

19-29  - - • - 

from  Somers 

433. 

21— Dec.  1 - 

to 

329. 

9 9 9 9 

99  99  99 

to  Villiers 

433. 

9 9 9 9 

24  „ 4 - 

from  Russell 

434. 

99  99  »9 

from  Somers 

437. 

,,  Dec. 

1-11  - - - 

from  Wharton 

330. 

M 9 9 

11  - - - - 

from  Villiers 

439. 

10-20  - - - 

from  Somers 

330. 

9 9 9 9 

12-22  - - - 

to  Villiers 

331. 

9 9 9 9 

14  - - - - 

from  ,, 

331. 

9 9 9 9 

25  - - - - 

from  ,, 

441. 

15-25  - - - 

from  Russell 

332. 

1696-7,  Jan.  1,  n.s.  - - 

from  Villiers 

443. 

,,  Dec.  24 — Jan.  3 - 

from  Wharton 

448. 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 < j 5 “ 

from  Somers 

451. 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 9 9 9 * 

to 

452. 

9 9 9 

99  99  99’ 

from  Vernon 

332. 

9 9 9 

26  „ 5 - 

to  Villiers 

453. 

9 9 9 

29  „ 8 - 

from  ^'ernon  (extract) 

453. 

9 9 9 

99  99  99" 

from  Sunderland 

454. 

99  9 

31  „10  - 

from  Russell 

455. 

from  Somers 

333. 

9 9 9 

18  - - - 

from  Villiers 

163. 

99  9 

20  - - - 

from  Portland 

457. 

9 9 9 

12-22  - - 

from  Somers 

460. 

9 9 9 

13-23  - - 

to 

462. 

9 9 9 

16-26  - - 

from  ,, 

333. 

99  9 

29  - - - 

from  Villiers 

463. 

9 9 9 

[20-30] 0-  - 

from  Somers 

Dated  only  “ Wednesday  night  ” in  orig.  “ KeceiVed  22  JanJ 
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465. 

1696-7,  [Jan.  20-30  ?] 

466. 

5 5 5 5 

25 — Feb.  4 - 

472. 

5 5 5 5 

26  „ 5 - 

334. 

,,  Feb.  7 - - - 

334. 

,,  Jan 

. 30— Feb.  9 - 

473. 

,,  Feb.  6-16  - - 

474. 

5 5 5 5 

11-21  - - 

163. 

5 5 5 5 

18  [o.s.]-  - 

164. 

5 5 '55 

20 — Mar.  2* 

475. 

5 5 5 5 

55  55  55 

336. 

5 5 5 5 

27  „ 9 

165. 

1697,  April  19-29  - - - 

336. 

„ May 

10  - - - 

481. 

55  55 

15-25  - - - 

337. 

5 5 5 5 

31  - . - 

337. 

5 5 5 5 

29 — June  8 - 

338. 

,,  June 

11  - - - - 

481. 

5 5 5 5 

3-13  - - - 

482. 

5 5 5 5 

10-20  - - - 

339. 

5 5 5 5 

21  - - - 

338. 

5 5 5 5 

12-22  - - - 

483. 

„ „ [15-25]+  - - 

340. 

,,  July 

2 - - - - 

346. 

5 5 5 5 

12  - - - - 

341. 

5 5 55' 

2-12  - - - 

342. 

5 5 5 5 

6-16  - - - 

347. 

55  5 5 

9-19  - - - 

348. 

5 5 5 5 

19  - - - - 

168. 

5 5 5 5 

12-22  - - - 

343. 

5 5 5 5 

13-23  - - - 

349. 

5 5 5 5 

23  - - - - 

350. 

5 5 5 5 

55  “ ■ “ 

351. 

5 5 5 5 

16-26  - - - 

352. 

5 5 5 5 

161  - - - 

353. 

5 5 5 5 

19-29  - - - 

169. 

5 5 5 5 

20-30  - - - 

352. 

5 5 5 5 

55 

170. 

5 5 5 5 

27 — Aug.  6 r 

354. 

5 5 5 5 

55  55  55  “ 

355. 

5 5 5 5 

30  „ 9 - 

358. 

„ Aug. 

2-12  - - - 

358. 

5 5 5 5 

3-13  - - - 

360. 

5 5 5 5 

55  - - - 

361. 

5 5 5 5 

6-16  - - - 

356. 

5 5 5 5 

9 - - - 

366. 

5 5 5 5 

16  - - 

367. 

5 5 5 5 

20  - - - 

171. 

5 5 5 5 

17-27  - - - 

363. 

5 5 5 5 

18-28  - - - 

from  Vernon  (extract) 
from  Eussell 
from  Somers 
from  Villiers 
to  Villiers 
from  Somers 
from  Russell 
from  the  King 
to  the  King 
from  Somers 
to  Villiers 
to  the  King 
from  Villiers 
from  Somers 
from  Villiers 
to  ,, 

from  „ 

from  Sunderland 
from  Lord  Orford 
from  Villiers 
to 

from  Somers 
from  Villiers 
from  ,, 

from  Sir  Joseph  Williamson 
from 

from  ,,  ,, 

from  Villiers 

from  the  King 

to  Villiers 

from  Williamson 

from  Villiers 

to  Villiers 

to  Williamson 

from  Portland 

to  the  King 

to  Villiers 

to  the  King 

to  Portland 

to  Villiers 

from  Portland 

to  Williamson 

from  ,, 

from  ,, 

from  Williamson 

from  Villiers 

from  ,, 

from  the  King 

to  Portland 


t No  date  ; received  17  June  ; answered  21st. 
J 18-28,  in  Coxe, 


February  20-28  in  Coxe. 
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367. 

1697,  Aug.  18-28  - - - 

368. 

? 1 

Sept.  3 - - - - 

174. 

J 1 

Aug.  25 — Sept.  4 - 

368. 

,, 

Sept.  6 - - - - 

369. 

,, 

.,  13  - - - - 

486. 

„ 4-14  - - - 

370. 

? ) 

„ 17  - - - - 

487. 

? > 

,,  7-17  - - - 

175. 

„ 8-18  - - - 

489. 

• ? 

’ 1 

371. 

? > 

373. 

? 5 

„ 20  - - - - 

176. 

9 i 

„ 23  - - - - 

177,  373,, 

„ 14-24  - - - 

374. 

5 5 

,,  24  - 

491. 

> > 

„ 16-26  - - - 

492. 

,,  16-26  - - - 

494. 

11  11  ~ 

373. 

.,  22  - - - - 

495. 

„ 22— Oct.  2 - 

496. 

? 9 

11  11  11  11 

498. 

? 9 

■<  1 11  11  11 

499. 

? ? 

„ 24  „ 4 - 

500. 

5 > 

„ 25  „ 5 - 

177. 

1 ) 

Oct.  6-16  - - - 

375. 

? ? 

,,  6,  0.8.  - - 

376. 

? » 

„ 18  - - - - 

501. 

„ 19-29  - - - 

502. 

,,  21-31  - - - 

376. 

,,  22  - - - - 

377. 

,,  23 — Nov.  2 - 

501. 

5 > 

,,  23,  o.s.  - - 

179. 

) J 

Nov.  18-28  - - - 

504. 

? J 

Dec.  2,  o.s.  - - 

507. 

? 9 

„ 7-17  - - - 

505. 

? ^ 

,,  9-19  - - - 

507. 

? ? 

„ 11-21  - - - 

508. 

) •> 

„ 16-26  - - - 

510. 

1697- 

8,  Dec.  27 — Jan.  6 - 

509. 

? j 

„ 28  „ 7 - 

519. 

9 J 

11  11  11  11  ~ 

519. 

J ) 

11  11  nil’ 

521. 

5) 

,,  29— Jan.  8 - 

522. 

Jan.  6-16  - - 

180. 

i » 

„ 7-17  - - 

526. 

» 5 

„ 15  [-25]-  - 

528. 

? ) 

„ 18-28  - - 

529. 

^ i 

,,  22— Feh.  1 

531. 

1 1 

Feh.  1-11  - - 

534. 

» > 

„ 5-15  - - 

534. 

,,  24 — Mar.  6 

535. 

1698, 

May  3-13  - - 

to  Villiers 
from  ,, 
to  the  King 
from  Villiers 
from  ,, 
from  Somers 
from  Villiers 
from  Orford 
to  the  King 
to  Somers 
to  Villiers 
from  ,, 

from  the  King 
from  Portland 
from  Villiers 
from  Somers 
from  Orford 
from  Sunderland 
to  Villiers 
to  Sunderland 
to  Somers 
to  Orford 
from  ,, 
from  Somers 
to  the  King 
to  Villiers 

from  Jersey  (late  Villiers) 
from  Sunderland 
from  Orford 
from  Jersey 
to 

from  Vernon  (extract) 

to  the  King 

from  Vernon 

from  Sunderland 

from  Somers 

to  Sunderland 

from  ,, 

from  Vernon 

from  Sunderland 

from  Orford 

from  Vernon  (extracts) 

from  Somers 

from  ,, 

from  Portland 

from  Sunderland  (a  copy) 

from  Dir.  Montague 

to  Montague 

from  ,, 

from  Sunderland 
from  ,, 
from  Somers 
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537. 

1698,  May  26 — June  5 - 

588. 

,,  June  9-19  - - 

540. 

,,  ,,  23— July  3 

541. 

,,  July  5-15  - - 

543. 

„ ,,  16-26  - - 

544. 

33  35  33'““ 

549. 

„ 21-31  - - 

549. 

,,  ,,  26 — Aug.  5 

551. 

,,  Aug.  11-21  - - 

552. 

,,  „ 16-26  - - 

553. 

53  33  33 

554. 

,,  Oct.  25 — Nov.  4 

562. 

,,  [Nov.,  beg.]  - - 

562. 

,,  ,,  25 — Dec.  5 

181. 

,,  Dec.  10-20  - - - 

569. 

„ „ 15  - - - - 

572. 

„ „ 29  - - - - 

574. 

3 5 

581. 

1699,  March  30 — April  9 

583. 

,,  April  3-13  - - - 

588. 

,,  May  29 — June  8 - 

588. 

,,  July  1-11  - - - 

589. 

„ „ 15-25  - - - 

590. 

„ Aug.  7-17  - - - 

591. 

,,  Sept.  9-19  - - - 

592. 

,,  ,,  26— Oct.  6 - 

593. 

,,  Oct.  28 — Nov.  7 

593. 

,,  Nov.  4-14  - - - 

594. 

„ 11-21  - - - 

595. 

„ 15-25  - - - 

597. 

,,  Dec.  16-26 

613. 

1699-1700,  Jan.  13-23  - 

613. 

,,  „ „ 25— Feb.  4 

614. 

,,  ,,  March  21-31  - 

183. 

1700,  May  23«  - - - - 

618. 

„ „ 12-23  - - - 

619. 

33  33  35 

620. 

1700,  May  18-29  - - - 

621. 

,,  ,,  .23 — -June  3 - 

623. 

„ 25—  „ 6 - 

184. 

,,  June  22 — July  3 - 

184. 

,,  ,,  25—  „ 6 - 

626. 

,,  July  9-20  - - - 

627. 

„ „ 18-29  - - - 

627. 

,,  ,,  20-311  - - - 

628. 

„ , „ 27— Aug.  7 - 

629. 

,,  Aug.  5-16  - - - 

635. 

1701,  [Nov.]  - - - - 

* 22 
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634. 

1702,  April  5 - - 

- from 

Lord  Godolphin'’* 

640. 

[1704,  June]  f - - 

- from 

Somers 

642. 

1704,  July  5 - - 

- - to 

5 ? 

643. 

))  ))  21 

- from 

? ) 

637. 

,,  Aug.  30  - - 

- - from 

Marlborough 

638. 

,,  Sept.  30  - - 

- from 

1 1 

644. 

,,  Oct.  5 - - 

- from 

Somers 

646. 

,,  Lee.  — - - 

- from 

5 ) 

648. 

1704-5,  Jan.  12 

- - from 

Marlborough 

647. 

,,  Eeb.  23 

- - from 

Somers 

650. 

1705,  June  30  - - 

- - from 

Marlborough 

652. 

,,  July  24  - - 

- - from 

Halifax 

653. 

,,  Aug.  24  - - 

- - to 

5 5 

655. 

,,  [autumn] 

- - from 

5 5 

656. 

,,  Sept.  27  - - 

- - from 

Marlborough 

660. 

1706,  Lee.  26  - - 

- - from 

5 5 

661. 

1707,  July  27  - - 

- - from 

J ) 

662. 

,,  Aug.  16  - - 

- - from 

5 y 

663. 

,,  Oct.  18  - - 

- - from 

y y 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1674,  iVpril  26. — “ I have  only  given  order  to  my  tailor  to  send 
me  down  a handsome  riding  suit ; as  for  the  rest  of  my  clothes 
I will  advise  with  you  when  I come  to  town,  which  will  be  the  6th 
or  7th  of  May,  as  my  uncle  Tutchett  tells  me  ; but  he  did  not 
speak  to  me  till  I spoke  to  him,  which  was  the  day  before  he 
went  into  Wilts,  and  he  told  me  my  grandfather!  and  he  had 
agreed  upon  that  time,  but  you  shall  certainly  know  what  day  I 
do  come  up.  I have  bespoke  a periwig  of  my  own  periwig-maker, 
who  lives  within  ten  doors  of  you,  of  the  same  side  of  the  street ; 
his  name  is  Mr.  Peter,  a Frenchman.  Pray  send  for  him  to  you, 
and  let  him  know  that  I am  grown  above  a handful  since  he  saw 
me,  and  give  him  what  other  directions  you  please,  for  if  he  does 
not  make  me  a very  good  one  I will  not  have  it.  I am  very  sorry 
my  mother§  has  changed  her  resolution.” 

J.oiES  Morgjin  to  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  and  the  rest  of 
Lord  Shrewsbury’s  Guardians. 

1674,  June  20,  Paris. — “ In  compliance  to  those  orders  I received 
from  your  Lordship  and  the  rest  of  my  Lord  of  Shrewsbury’s 
Guardians,  I have  addressed  these,  first,  to  acquaint  you  with  his 
safe  arrival  at  Paris  ; and  next,  to  beg  a speedy  supply  in  order 
to  his  settlement  here.  His  journey  has  proved  favourable,  and 
his  undergoing  the  difficulties  of  it,  beyond  expectation.  Your 
Lordship  knows  we  embarked  on  Thursday  in  the  afternoon  ; on 

* Answered,  May  27,  n.s.  f Answered  5 July. 

I Robert  Brudenell,  second  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

§ Anna  Maria,  daughter  of  the  same  Earl. 
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Friday  night  we  anchored  before  l\Iargett,  and  ere  day  was  spent 
on  Saturday  we  ]’id  within  sight  of  Dieppe ; l)ut  lieing  forced  to 
expect  the  turn  of  the  tide,  to  enter  into  the  liaihour  (tlie  wind 
blowing  too  high  to  venture  his  Lordship  in  a shalloupe),  it  was 
four  a clock  on  Sunday  morning  ere  we  came  on  shore.  The 
remainder  of  that  day  was  spent  at  Dieppe,  rather  to  provide  us 
with  a convenience  of  going  to  Rouen,  than  that  his  Lordship 
required  it  to  recruit  himself  after  his  journey  at  sea  ; where  his 
Lordship  was  so  well  in  health,  that  one  may  believe  he  was 
rather  designed  to  become  an  admiral  at  sea,  than  to  he  esteemed 
a passenger,  the  first  time  he  ever  was  on  ship-l)oard. 

“ Having  hired  horses  on  Monday,  we  came  to  Rouen,  where 
his  Lordship  spent  two  days  in  visiting  what  that  town  could 
afford  worth  his  curiosity  ; so  that  on  Thursday  morning  we  set 
out  with  the  messenger  for  Paris,  and  on  Friday  night  came  to 
those  lodgings  in  the  fauxbourgs  of  St.  Clermain’s,  where  his 
Lordship  has  remained  ever  since.  I have  waited  upon  him  to 
Navarre  College,  but  do  not  find  his  Lordship  inclined  to  shut 
himself  up  in  the  walls  of  it  ; wherefore  I have  found  him  out 
a lodging,  whose  door  almost  joins  to  that  of  the  College,  and  his 
window  looks  into  the  great  court ; here  he  intends  to  fix.  The 
pension  will  be  but  little  dearer  than  that  of  the  College,  hut  the 
expense  of  the  furniture  the  same.  We  shall  scarcely  compass 
all  things  under  less  than  a hundred  pounds  ; wherefore  your 
Lordship  sees  the  necessity  of  a speedy  supply,  knowing  very 
well  his  Lordship  had  only  a 100  pounds  returned  hither  ; and 
the  50  pounds,  which  was,  almost,  as  well  spent,  as  designed  for 
his  journey. 

“ Had  his  Lordship,  according  to  your  first  design,  brought  a 
letter  of  credit  along  with  him,  we  should  not  then  have  !)een 
at  that  inconvenience  for  money  which  we  are  now  at  present ; 
for,  besides  that  his  Lordship  lies  at  a far  greater  charge,  whilst 
we  are  in  the  fauxbourgs  St.  Germain’s,  than  his  allowance  (as 
much  as  I understand  you  design  it)  will  bear,  he  also  suffers  the 
loss  of  his  time,  which  cannot  possibly  be  well  employed  for 
his  advantage  and  improvement  till  he  he  settled,  and  in  a 
condition  to  attend  and  follow  what  he  undertakes.  His  Lord- 
ship  has  been  visited  by  most  of  the  English  in  town,  and  has 
been  to  wait  upon  Sir  William  Locker  [Lockhart],  his  Majesty’s 
Embassador  here,  who  sets  out  this  day  for  England,  though 
with  the  design  of  a speedy  return.” 


J.  Moegan  to  Sir  .John  Talbot. 

1674,  Oct.  17,  Paris. — “ I do  not  doubt  but  that  my  last  caused 
you  much  trouble,  by  the  ill  news  I sent  you  of  my  dear  Lord’s 
being  fallen  sick,  and  I am  sure,  that  of  the  small  pox  would  add 
much  thereunto,  did  not  I at  the  same  time  assure  you,  it  is  like 
to  he  so  favourable,  and  he  finds  himself  so  well,  that  (consider- 
ing it  is  a disease  that  most  men  have  sooner  or  later,  and  the 
older  they  are  the  more  dangerously)  Mr.  Arden  and  I . . . are 
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so  far  from  being  alarmed,  that  we  even  rejoice  at  what  is  liap- 
l)ened,  and  wonld  not  have  him  well  upon  any  other  terms  than 
those  of  having  cancelled  a debt  most  men  are  solvable  for,  con- 
tracted in  tlieir  mother’s  womi).  For  all  things  are  so  favourable, 
both  of  the  weather,  the  declining  of  the  moon,  his  age,  the 
course  of  them  this  year  which  is  observed  not  to  be  mortal,  and 
their  coming  out  so  kindly,  and  his  being  so  merry  and  well  (for 
he  says  he  is  as  well  as  ever  he  was  in  his  life),  that,  I say,  all 
things  considered,  I would  not,  were  it  laid  in  my  choice,  have  it 
otherways  than  it  has  happened  out.  ...  1 have  procured  him 

an  able  doctor,  who  has  generally  the  approbation  of  all  people, 
and  a careful  and  experienced  nurse-keeper.”  .... 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1(175,  June  [12-]  22,  Paris. — . . . “ I had  given  you  an 

account  of  our  journey  to  Pontoise  before  this,  hut  by  reason  of 
my  distemper,  since  I came  from  thence,  which  (thanks  he  to  God) 
is  now  cpiite  over.  My  mother,  my  grandfather,  and  myself  were 
there  all  the  month  of  May,  and  my  mother's  way  of  living,  whilst 
she  was  there,  gave  very  good  content  to  my  friends.  In  that 
time  she  went  to  wait  upon  the  Lady  Alibess  of  Mobison  (which 
is  near  Pontoise),  who  is  Prince  Pmpert’s  sister,  and  was  admitted 
into  the  monastery,  where  she  did  see  that  virtuous  lady’s  austere 
way  of  living,  which  did  work  very  much  upon  her. 

“ At  our  return  to  Paris,  she  stayed  with  me  in  my  lodgings  one' 
week,  and  in  that  time  my  Lord  Abbot  Montague  took  her 
Ladyship  and  myself  to  Versailles,  to  show  us  the  house  and 
waterworks  there,  which,  by  his  interest,  he  got  to  play  for  us. 
We  were  also  treated  there,  by  the  .Captain  of  the  house,  very 
handsomely  ; but  neither  King  nor  (^ueen,  nor  any  of  the  Court, 
were  there,  for  if  they  had  [been] , she  had  not  gone.  She  hath 
ever  since  been  in  her  monastery,  and  I do  not,  as  yet,  hear  any- 
thing of  her  leaving  it,  or  her  return  for  England.  . . . My  grand- 
father says,  she  is  now  endeavouring  to  part  with  her  Irish 
land.”  . . . 


The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1(175,  Oct.  [Kl-]2r),  Paris. — . . . “You  complain,  ‘why  might 
not  I know  of  your  journey  out  of  Paris'?’  I do  assure  you, 
when  I came  out  of  Paris,  1 designed  waiting  upon  my  mother  no 
further  than  Pontoise,  whither  I was  invited  at  the  same  time  by 
the  English  Nuns,  to  see  a clothing,  where  there  was  [were] 
above  forty  English.  I did  not  know  of  my  going  to  Roan  half 
an  hour  before  I went.”  . . . 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  [Talbot]  . 

1676,  Jan.  [12-]22,  Paris. — . . . “I  was  obliged  to 

attend  for  some  days  our  Ambassador  at  his  entrance  and 
audience  at  St.  German’s.  My  Lord  Abbot  Montagu  brought  me 
the  copy  of  a letter  penned  by  iiimself  for  me  to  write  to  my  Lord 
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Arlington,  which  in  substance  was  that  I desired  his  Lordship’s 
favour  in  being  assisting  to  my  mother  to  procure  her  the  honour 
of  kissing  the  Queen’s*  hands ; that  I was  highly  satisfied  with 
her  retirement  whilst  she  was  here  ; and  that  I did  not  cprestion 
hut  all  the  relations  of  my  father’s  family  would  l)e  concurring  in 
the  suit  I made  to  him,  and  that  by  granting  it  he  would  highly 
oblige  both  them  and  me. 

“ To  this  forwardness  of  his  I made  some  demur,  as  you  may 
easily  imagine,  whereupon  he  told  me  my  grandfather  had  writ 
to  me  in  order  thereunto  ; which  letter  I have  since  received,  and 
Mr.  Morgan  another  from  my  mother,  and  Abbot  Montagu  also 
one  from  her,  all  much  to  this  purpose,  that  nothing  was  now 
wanting  to  her  admittance  at  Court  and  the  Queen’s  favour,  but 
a request  to  that  effect  to  l)e  made  by  the  family  of  Talbotts,  and 
that  chiefly  by  me  (as  Ralph  Montagu  has  particularly  writ  to  his 
uncle,  my  Lord  Abbot  Montagu)  ; and  that  I would  write  to  my 
tv/o  uncles,  Gil.  and  Tho.  Talbott  to  he  concurring  in  the 
business,  and  that  the  Queen  had  given  her  word  to  those  of  our 
family  not  to  admit  of  her  without  their  consent ; that  she  was 
the  only  lady  of  her  quality  that  was  restrained  from  paying  her 
duty  to  her  Majesty ; that  she  had  no  intention  to  become  a 
courtier,  and  that  her  design  of  going  to  Court  was  only  to  wash 
out  the  particular  blot  that  lay  upon  her  ; that  it  was  her  inten- 
tion and  would  be  more  to  her  honour  to  have  the  power  of  going 
to  Court,  and  yet  use  it  but  seldom. 

“ Upon  these  letters,  Abbot  Montagu,  good  man,  believing 
there  was  no  other  difficulty  in  the  business  than  in  penning  the 
letter  I was  to  write  to  my  Lord  Arlington,  took  that  pains  upon 
himself,  and  brought  it  me  to  copy  over,  and  told  me  it  was 
very  convenient  it  should  be  so,  and  that  I must  write  it  against 
next  post,  and  he  would  come  and  call  for  it.  But  when  he  came 
I made  him  observe  by  my  grandfather  and  mother’s  letter  it  was 
a promise  made  by  the  Queen  to  our  family,  and  not  to  me 
alone.  . . . 

“ Pray  he  as  speedy  as  you  can  in  your  return,  and  advise 
with  those  friends  you  think  properest  for  this  business,  which  I 
conceive  are  those  that  gave  their  opinions  what  was  to  be  done 
when  the  dispute  was,  of  my  seeing  my  mother  before  I came 
over.  I have  writ  to  my  two  uncles.”.  . . I 


The  Eael  of  Siirewsbuey  to  Sie  John  Talbot. 

1676,  Feb.  [16-]26. — “ I have  received  yours  of  the  7th  [o.s.] 
and  give  you  thanks  for  the  contents  thereof.  As  to  the  first  of 
your  two  postscripts,  it  seems  to  differ  much  from  the  contents  of 
a letter  I received  from  my  mother  dated  the  3rd  [o.s.] , where 
she  writes  thus — ‘ Sir  John  and  Sir  Gilbert  got  my  Lord 
Arlin  [gton]  to  speak  to  the  Queen,  not  to  agree  to  my  coming  to 
Court  till  the  family  of  the  Talbotts  agreed  to  it ; and  as  you 


‘Catherine,  Queen  Consort  of  Charles  II. 
t There  are  several  other  letters  on  this  subject. 
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say  the  difficulty  is  best  to  be  removed  by  those  that  were  the 
cause,  so  I have  chose  that  way,  by  my  Lord  Arlington,  Sir  John’s 
friend.’ 

“ ’i’his  was  a novelty  to  me,  neither  having  heard  so  much 
before,  either  from  her  Ladyship  or  yourself.  Abbot  Montagu 
brought  me  the  letter,  and  his  was  as  urging  as  mine,  to  the 
speedy  dispatch  of  one  to  my  Lord  Arlin  [gton] , which  I put  off 
for  a time,  first,  upon  the  contents  of  your  postscript  (which  I 
showed  him),  quite  of  a different  style  from  my  mother’s;  and 
next,  that  I had  w'rit  to  my  grandfather,  who  said  you  were 
concurring  with  my  Lord  Arlington,  to  desire  you  and  him  to 
send  me  the  draught  of  a letter  which  would  be  properest  for  me 
to  write ; and  this  letter  I expected  within  a post,  or  two,  at 
farthest.  Thereupon  he  remained  satisfied,  till  I had  heard  again 
from  England. 

“ As  to  the  second,  which  is  my  coming  over  this  spring,  . . . 

it  will  be  great  interruption  and  loss  of  time  in  my  exercises, 
besides  a great  charge.”  . . . (Refers  to  negociations  for  his 

marriage  with  Lord  Northampton’s  daughter.) 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  [Talbot], 

167G,  March  [4-]  14,  Paris. — “I  have  received  yours  on  the  24th 
of  February  [o.s.],  and  in  it  your  resolution  for  my  coming  over, 
though  in  a much  different  style  from  what  I expected  by  your 
former  ; for  in  that  you  asked  me  whether,  when,  and  for  how 
long  I desired  it '?  whereas  now  you  fix  a necessity  upon  the 
thing  ; limit  a time  that  circumstances  make  impossible  to  comply 
with,  nay,  your  own  orders  contradict ; and  lastly  tell  me  of  a 
month’s  stay,  as  if  you  designed  me  nothing  but  the  drudgery  of 
a troublesome  journey  to  and  fro. 

“As  to  the  first,  though  it  is  necessary  I should  have  a view  of 
the  young  lady,  yet  I cannot  see  the  necessity  of  this  particular 
time,  or  at  least  how  you  should  not  necessarily  have  foreseen  it, 
and  so  be  able  to  have  given  me  timely  notice,  that  I might  not 
have  been  forced  upon  the  disorder  I am  now  in  to  prepare  myself, 
upon  such  a troublesome  journey  as  I must  expect  from  a Lenten 
accommodation,  and  such  a distraction  as  I must  necessarily 
receive  in  the  Holy  Week,  a time  far  differently  employed  by  other 
countries,  and  other  beliefs,  than  that  you  live  in.  It  is  an  easy 
thing  to  give  orders  ; those  that  comply  only  find  the  incon- 
veniences that  attend  them.  If  you  had  reflected  on  that  maxim, 
may  be  you  would  have  concluded  after  Easter  had  been  as  proper 
a time  to  travel  as  Lent;  a competency  to  have  prepared  in,  much 
easier  than  precipitation  ; a yacht  more  commodious  than  a nasty 
packet  boat.  But  by  a good  fire-side,  in  a handsome  room,  and 
good  company,  none  of  these  unpleasant  circumstances  have 
admittance  ; and  so  it  was  resolved  I was  to  come  over  in  ten 
or  twelve  days’  time,  though  the  impossibility  of  my  compliance 
is  sufficiently  grounded  upon  the  contradiction  of  your  own  orders  ; 
for  you  would  have  me  bring  over  two  suits  of  clothes,  two  suits 
of  linen,  periwigs,  belts,  hats,  gloves,  shoes,  boots,  Ac.  (for  all 


must  be  new,  nay,  even  my  lacquays’  liveries  too,  having  delayed 
from  time  to  time  both  the  clothing  them  and  myself  in 
expectation  of  this  journey)  ; and  to  prepare  all  this  tackling  you 
allow  me  bare  two  or  three  days’  time,  whereas  under  ten  or 
twelve  Chedreux  will  not  undertake  to  make  a periwig,  and  it  is  a 
great  favour  if  he  keeps  his  word. 

“When  I reflect  on  the  troubles  and  inconveniences  of  my 
journey  out  of  England,  and  those  that  I am  like  to  meet  with 
in  my  return  back  again,  I conclude  I was  not  born  under  the 
favourable  influence  of  that  wandering  planet  which  hewitclies  so 
many  travellers  with  the  umpiiet  passion  of  visiting  worse 
countries  than  their  own  ; though  (may  be)  hereafter,  when  the 
reins  are  in  my  own  hand,  I may  chance  to  change  my  opinion, 
for  it  will  be  then  in  my  own  power  to  avoid  those  rubs  which 
hitherto  I have  uneasily  jolted  over.  But  in  the  meair  time  I 
hope  this  will  be  the  last  which  will  be  thought  tit  for  me  to 
undergo.  What  relates  to  my  stay  in  England  I shall  better 
discuss  when  I am  with  you  than  at  this  distance  ; only,  in  a few 
words,  a month’s  time  is  very  short  to  enjoy  my  mother  [and] 
my  sister,  and  wait  upon  the  rest  of  my  friends,  especially  since 
this  journey  wflll  not  prove  so  much  an  interruption  of  my 
studies  as  a conclusion  of  them  ; and  the  weather  and  season,  at 
my  return,  like  to  be  too  hot  to  begin  any  exercises  in  the 
Academy. 

“But,  in  conclusion,  as  for  my  coming  over,  you  see  a moral 
unpossihility  at  the  time  you  have  prefixed,  and  therefore  you 
must  not  expect  me  by  the  15th  or  Iflth  of  March.  All  I can 
promise  you  is,  that  I will  make  the  greatest  haste  I can.  But 
lest  more  haste,  worse  speed,  should  p’ove  to  be  the  true  as  well 
as  the  old  proverb,  I must  acquaint  you  I shall  not  come  by 
Calais,  for  I hear  of  great  roblung,  and  parties  of  the  Spanish 
garrisons  from  St.  Omer’s,  Aires,  Cambray,  Ac.,  which  makes, 
that  road  very  unsafe,  and  I am  sure  none  of  you  would  be 
willing  I should  run  the  danger  of  being  stript  of  all  I have, 
Avhen  I may  avoid  it  by  going  to  Deepe.  Besides,  I shall  not  be 
able  to  brook  a Lenten  accommodation  by  the  messenger,  nor 
the  company  I must  associate  myself  with,  if  I go  along  with 
him,  especially  there  heing  so  many  English  now'  in  toAvn, 
Avho  will  be  W'itness  of  the  manner  of  my  setting  out ; where- 
fore I am  resolved  to  go  by  Deepe,  and  to  be  there  about 
Thursday  or  Friday,  the  week  before  Holy  Week  (your  account 
and  ours  this  Lent  falls  the  same)  ; whither  you  must  not  fail  to 
send  me  a yacht.  I reckon  this  letter  Avill  be  Avith  you  by 
Wednesday  at  farthest,  and  the  orders  may  be  got,  and  the  yacht 
setting  fonvards  to  Deepe,  liy  Saturday  folloAving.  In  four  days’ 
time  it  cannot  fail  to  be  there,  nor  shall  the  captain  fail  to  have 
an  account  of  me  at  the  inn  called  the  Bastile  at  Deepe. 

“What  letters  you  intend  to  Avrite  to  me  after  the  receipt  of  this, 

I shall  take  order  to  have  sent  after  me  AA’ith  all  imaginable  haste, 
though  (for  certainty  [’s]  sake)  you  Avill  do  Avell,  at  the  same  time 
you  Avrite  to  Paris,  to  Avrite  to  the  same  effect  to  Deepe,  and  direct 
it  for  me  at  the  Bastile,  for  it  is  likely  I shall  be  there  as  soon  as 
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your  letter.  If  the  yacht  comes  according  to  my  calculation,  I shall 
be  in  London  about  the  middle  of  the  Holy  Week  ; luit  if  either 
wind  or  anything  else  should  stop  the  speed  I aim  at,  you  must 
find  the  best  expedient  you  can  to  get  my  Lord  of  Nort[hampton] 
to  delay  his  daughter’s  going  out  of  town  ; for  he,  being  con- 
cerned to  the  full  as  much  as  I am  to  he  no  longer  u2)on 
uncertainties,  without  doubt  will  he  ready  to  contrive  things  so 
that  I may  have  a view  of  the  young  lady  without  the  world’s 
taking  notice  of  it.  And  this  (I  am  confident)  had  you  but 
reflected  of,  you  might  as  well  have  obtained  for  after  Easter, 
and  so  have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  Lenten  precipitated 
journey. 

“You  speak  of  my  equipage  as  if  I had  choice  of  servants  to 
bring  over  or  leave  behind  me ; hut  unless  I should  bring  over 
my  cook-maid,  my  whole  family  is  comprised  in  Mr.  Morgan, 
Arden,  and  my  footmen,  and  I never  had  the  thoughts  of  anything 
else  extraordinary,  which  both  by  my  grandfather’s  and  your 
letter  you  seem  to  intimate  unto  me.  My  m [other]  expresses  in 
her  letter  to  me  a great  esteem  both  of  your  candour  and  capacity, 
and  says  she  values  you  equally  to  what  I ever  have  done  and 
ever  will  do.”-' 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1676,  Oct.  [18-]28,  Paris.  — “Mr.  Morgan  being  safely 
arrived,  though  as  yet  not  quite  quit  of  his  distemper,  I am  now 
beginning  my  exercise  of  the  Academy,  which  cannot  he  per- 
formed without  a coach  to  wait  upon  me,  so  that  we  are  consider- 
ing which  will  he  the  cheapest  and  honorablest  way  of  doing  it, 
and  we  find  that  hiring  a coach  by  the  month  will  lie  both  cheaper 
and  more  serviceable,  since  Ave  shall  run  no  hazard  of  killing  a 
horse  (which  is  a very  dear  commodity  here),  or  being  forced  to 
stay  at  home  for  the  lameness  or  sickness  of  one  of  them  ; hut 
the  question  is  whether  this  coach  (though  it  be  new  and  has  my 
crown  and  arms,  if  I please,  and  the  coachman  wears  my  livery) 
be  so  honourable  as  my  own,  which  if  it  is  not,  I would  rather 
undergo  the  charge  than  do  a thing  below  myself.  I have  Avrit 
to  the  same  effect  to  my  grandfather,  and  desired  him  to  com- 
municate it  Avith  my  mother  and  yourself,  that  so  you  may  all 
advise  me  Avhat  Avill  be  my  best  Avay.” 

Postmark:  Oc.  23.  [o.s.] 

The  Earl  of  Shreavsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[1676,  Dec.  30-]  1677,  Jan.  9,  Paris. — “I  recei\^ed  yours 
together  Avith  the  news  of  my  mother’s  reception  at  Court,  and 
am  confident  that  what  you  have  done  is  most  for  my  advantage, 
so  much  I rely  in  your  friendship  and  prudence,  but  cannot 
choose  Imt  Avonder  it  was  so  secretly  carried  on  that  I should  not 
hear  of  it  till  ’tAvas  done.  I must  desire  you  Avill  send  me  Avord 
what  part  you  had  in  this  ljusiness,  which  you  leaA'e  to  be  related 


* Many  words  and  passages  in  this  letter  are  underlined. 
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by  others ; since  when  I received  a letter  from  my  mother,  which 
mentions  nothing  of  it,  neither  do  I expect  a relation  of  it  from 
any  but  yourself.  My  obligations  to  you  are  so  great  that  I am 
glad  I have  anything  (though  never  so  inconsiderable)  that  may 
be  convenient  for  you,  and  therefore  do  desire  you  will  please  to 
accept  the  next  presentation  of  Aston  Giffard  parsonage. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  not  heard  how  the  rents  of  Aston  Giffard  farm 
are  paid,  but  do  not  doubt  but  you  take  care  about  it.” 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1678,  [Jan.  30-]  Feb.  9,  Paris. — . . . “ I am  very  glad  you 
have  discoursed  the  Duke  upon  this  business,  and  that  he  is  of 
our  judgment.  I think  you  did  very  well  in  advising  with  him 
concerning  how  I should  dispose  of  myself ; it  was  a civility  due 
to  the  kindness  he  showed.”  . . . 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1678,  Feb.  [6-]  16,  Paris. — . . . “ I am  very  glad  to  find  by 
your  last,  you  approve  the  answer  I made  to  the  proposition  [of 
a match] ....  If  my  mother  has  had  a hand  in  this,  ’tis  a 
riddle  to  me  that  she  has  not  only  [not]  said  a word  of  it,  but  of 
three  months  before  she  owned  her  marriage^''  to  this  day  I have 
received  but  one  letter,  which  was  in  three  Avords,  to  tell  me  she 
was  married,  and  that  not  till  six  weeks  after  she  owned  it  in 
ToAvn.”  . . . 

The  Earl  of  Shreavsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1678,  [Feb.  20-]  March  2,  Paris. — “If  anything  can  rejoice 
one  that  ought  to  Avear  the  Avillow  garland  for  the  loss  of  a 
mistress,  the  neAvs  yours  of  the  14th  [o.s.]  brought  me  has  done 
it  in  a high  degree,  to  find  that  his  E.  H.  [the  Duke  of  York]  is 
positive  in  my  waiting  on  his  person,  AAdiich  I assure  you  I 
embrace  Avith  as  much  joy  and  content  as  can  be.  As  for  my 
meeting  of  him  in  Flanders,  two  or  three  months  hence,  I believe, 
Avhen  once  war  is  declared,  the  road  thither  Avill  be  inconvenient 
enough,  especially  for  English ; and  I should  desire  you  Avould 
explicate  yourself  as  to  the  reasons  his  E.  II.  gives  for  my  not 
coming  to  London,  AALich  I do  at  most  but  guess  at,  you  having 
never  mentioned  them  before.  I suppose  neither  the  Duke’s 
going,  nor  the  declaration  of  the  Avar,  are  yet  certain  enough,  to 
give  orders  for  an  equipage,  but  Ave  must  expect  some  further 
assurances  of  a Avar,  and  then  ’tAvill  be  convenient  I consult  my 
grandfather  in  it ; and  if  he  refuses  his  advice,  I have  at  least 
clone  Avhat  Avas  fit  and  decent  for  me  to  do  in  such  an  occasion. 
As  yet  I shall  not  mention  anything  to  him  of  it,  for  the 
politicians  on  this  side  the  sea  are  positive  for  a peace,  upon  the 
account  the  King  of  France  does  nothing  all  this  Avhile.  When 
you  knoAV  anything  of  a certainty  I suppose  I need  not  desire 
Avhat  timely  notice  you  can  give.”  . . . 

Postmark  : Fe.  29.  [o.s.] 
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The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[16] 78,  [Feb.  27-]  March  9,  Paris. — “Since  the  writing  of 
my  last,  I have  received  both  yours  of  the  18th  and  21st  [o.s.] . 
In  the  first  place,  you  advise  my  luitting  off  my  coach  and 
horses,  to  be  more  prepared  for  a sudden  remove,  which  I have 
some  difficulty  to  resolve  on,  till  we  see  some  farther  certainty  of 
a war ; for  should  a peace  be  concluded,  it  would  be  both 
infinitely  inconvenient  and  chargeable  to  lie  without  a coach  of 
my  own.  As  for  the  choice  of  a livery,  which  you  leave  to  me,  1 
am  clearly  for  blue,  and  for  the  embroidery  for  the  clothes,  and 
lace  for  the  coats.  I shall  desire  you  to  choose  what  mixtures 
you  like  best,  and  I believe  it  is  yet  full  time  enough  to  bespeak 
those  things,  considering  the  incertainty  of  affairs.  The  reason 
why  I most  incline  to  blue  is,  first,  because  red  is  too  near  the 
King  ; and  besides,  it  is  in  France,  and  I believe  in  all  other 
countries,  the  common  livery  everyliody  gives,  which  made  me, 
since  my  last  coming  to  Paris,  give  blue.  Pink  is  not  so 
common,  but  it  does  not  wear  w’ell,  nor  last  long  handsome.  I 
believe  I shall  be  able  to  put  off  my  coach-horses  at  a pretty 
good  price,  but  am  afraid  the  coach  will  not  bring  much  ; and  in 
case  I can  get  little  for  it,  what  if  I brought  it  over  ? It  is  not 
extreme  fine,  neither  has  it  the  lustre  of  a ne\v  coach,  but  it  is 
yet  neat  enough  for  anybody  to  ride  in.  . . . 

“ I cannot  think  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  make  a campaign, 
or  do  anything  in  that  nature,  without  advising  with  my  grand- 
father, which,  when  I do,  it  shall  be  in  such  a manner  that  he 
shall  not  have  room  to  contradict  my  intentions ; for  nothing 
now  can  be  an  excuse  for  to  hinder  me  from  waiting  upon  his 
E.  H.,  since  his  commands  are  positive  for  my  going.  We  have 
here  news  of  a great  many  officers  nominated  for  the  new 
Eegiments,  among  which  you  are  named  ; but  I believe  ’tis  all 
but  conjecture  hitherto.  I should  be  very  glad  to  hear  you  were 
employed  according  to  your  own  desire,  for  nobody  wishes  you 
better  success  than  ” (Ac.). 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[16]  78,  March  [6-]  16,  Paris. — “ I find  both  by  yours  of  the 
28th  [o.s.]  and  by  all  other  letters  of  the  same  post,  that  the 
attacking  Gaunt  has  made  the  King  of  England  take  those 
resolutions  that  seem  so  like  a war  tliat  I can  see,  methink  [s] , 
very  httle  probability  of  its  ending  otherwise  than  in  a rupture, 
though  here  they  still  talk  of  a general  peace.  I suppose  the 
Duke’s  going  in  person  is  yet  uncertain.  Some  here  affirm 
absolutely  that  he  will  go ; others  again  think  it  very  improbable, 
and  indeed  we  have  so  many  flying  reports  made  according  to 
persons’  inclinations  that  there  is  no  heed  to  be  taken  in  what 
they  say.  Two  posts  since  we  were  assured  that  commissions 
were  given  out  for  fourteen  regiments  of  foot,  the  Colonels 
named,  and  you  were  one  of  them,  which  since  by  your  last  I 
find  not  to  be  true.  I think  the  rest  is  much  to  be  suspected. 
You  easily,  I believe,  imagine,  I have  a great  longing  to  know 
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my  destiny,  but  time  will  discover  all  things  to  us  I hope  to  tlie 
best,  and  we  must  be  contented  to  wait  the  leisure  of  our 
masters.”  . . . 

The  Earl  of  Siirewsrury  to  Sir  .John  Talbot. 

1678,  March  [16-]  26,  Paris. — . . . “ Now  your  com- 

missions are  given  out,  I perceive  your  campaign  is  almost 
unquestionable.  Were  I as  sure  of  mine,  I should  not  delay  the 
providing  an  equipage  ; but  in  the  uncertainty  I stand  in,  I think 
it  were  not  prudent  to  be  at  such  an  expense,  and  perhaps  make 
a noise  which,  should  I not  go,  would  reflect  upon  me.  I believe 
there  are  many  others  whose  affairs  depend  upon  the  same  man’s 
remove  or  stay ; so  that  I hope  to  be  ready  as  soon  as  they, 
though  it  were  infinitely  more  convenient  to  have  some  reason- 
able warning,  if  it  were  possible.  As  for  my  liveries,  which  you 
mention,  I think  red  would  be  suffered  without  doubt  in  Flanders, 
but  it  will  be  an  inconvenience  not  to  be  endured,  to  change 
always  upon  one’s  return.  But  perhaps  you  may  be  permitted 
to  give  it  in  England  by  reason  of  the  colour  of  your  regiment, 
but  I have  no  such  pretext,  and  I do  not  fancy  pink,  neither 
handsome  nor  lasting.” 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[1678,]  March  [20-]30. — “ By  yours  of  the  14th  [o.s.],  which 
I received  this  morning,  I find  my  motions  are  so  far  settled  by 
the  Duke’s  express  order  you  mention,  that  I have  writ  to  my 
grandfather,  the  copy  of  which  I have  here  enclosed,  and  another 
to  my  mother,  much  to  the  same  effect.  We  hax'e  now  so  little 
time  to  lose  that  I should  desire  you  would  bespeak  those  things 
you  shall  think  most  necessary,  and  that  will  fake  up  most  time 
[in]  the  making,  as  the  embroidery  for  the  clothes  for  led  horses, 
which  I would  have  upon  blue,  lined  with  orange  ; the  colours 
for  the  embroidery  I leave  to  your  fancy.  I am  so  unexperienced 
in  these  kind  of  equipages  that  I do  not  know  what  else  to  bespeak, 
but  leave  the  management  of  it  to  your  prudence.  I have  writ  to 
my  uncle  Westmorland,  and  Brudenell,  as  }'Ou  advised.  I think, 
when  I have  received  an  answer  from  my  grandfather 
(suppose  we  have  no  alterations  in  the  design  of  a war), 
I ought  as  soon  as  I can  to  prepare  myself  to  come 
over,  for  though  I hope  you  will  put  things  in  some 
readiness,  yet  ’twill  be  necessary  I be  in  town  some 
time  before  I go  into  Flanders.  I suppose  you  will 
examine  the  old  leases  of  the  tenants,  as  well  as  the 
new,  for  Arden  assures  me  there  are  some  in  Burghfield  (as 
Brookes  for  one)  that  lie  under  the  same  obligation  of  providing 
money  or  men  upon  these  occasions ; for  I must  look  not  to  run 
myself  too  much  in  debt,  for  I perceive  by  the  last  post  you  wall 
allow  us  no  employments,  but  the  honour  as  volunteers  to  stop 
bullets,  and  so  try  both  our  active  and  passive  valour.  I have 
been  mighty  busy  this  morning,  and  ’tis  now  very  late.’ 

Postmark : Mr.  2 . . [o.s.] 
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The  Earl  of  Siirewsrury  to  Sir  .John  Talrot. 

1G78,  [March  23-]  April  2,  Paris. — . . . “1  writ  to  my  grand- 
father and  mother  by  the  last  post,  the  very  same  moment  1 
received  the  Duke’s  orders,  by  your  hands,  not  to  lose  one 
minute  that  was  possible  to  he  gained,  and  for  the  same  reason 
am  putting  myself  in  readiness  to  remove  at  a short  warning, 
for  1 am  much  of  your  opinion,  that  we  have  no  time  to  lose, 
and  when  I am  present  things  will  sooner  he  got  ready  than  at 
this  distance,  when  answers  must  be  waited  for ; and  therefore, 
in  my  judgment,  the  sooner  I am  coming  the  better.  And  the 
tenants  ought  to  be  sent  to  for  their  money,  but  I believe  my 
grandfather  will  neither  be  so  well  satisfied  with  me  nor  with 
my  journey  as  to  sign  that  order.”  . . . 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[1G]78,  [March  27-]  Ajiril  G. — “The  greatest  part  of  my 
grandfather’s  actions  are  at  this  time  so  extraordinary  that  they 
do  not  now  surprise  me,  though  I must  confess  his  asking  the 
Duke’s  advice  and  consenting  to  my  coming  over  does  make  me 
a little  wonder,  since  I believe  my  going  to  the  army  was  the 
least  of  his  thoughts.  I have  not  yet  received  any  orders  from 
him,  and  apprehend  that  my  letter  to  acquaint  him  of  my 
intentions  will  alter  his,  since  I believe  he  designed  me  an  idle 
life  in  England,  as  secure  from  danger  as  honour ; for  I believe, 
since  his  11.  H.  goes,  nobody  in  my  condition  will  stay  at  home  ; 
and  therefore  I hope  he  will  not  be  persuaded  by  none  of  my 
fond  friends  to  binder  my  waiting  of  him,  for  I am  so  fully 
resolved  of  it  that  1 prepare  all  things  ready  to  go.  I hope  to 
sell  my  coach  and  horses  today,  and  the  rest  with  all  speed  ; so 
that  with  some  small  warning  beforehand  I shall  be  ready  for  a 
yacht  when  you  will.  1 would  rather  you  would  send  it  to  Deepe, 
the  way  by  land  being  shorter  and  more  convenient  for  what 
goods  I have,  which  are  not  many,  for  I do  not  design  to  bring 
any  clothes,  but  some  books,  wliich  1 am  afraid  will  be  most 
troublesome,  though  they  are  not  at  all  belonging  to  controversy; 
but  I am  told  Erench  books  in  general  are  hard  to  pass,  so  that 
1 believe  we  must  endeavour  to  make  friends  with  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  [Bancroft].  Everybody  here  is  a-renioving ; my 
Lady  Northumberland  goes  Saturday  come  sevennight  forDorbon 
waters ; my  Lady  Cleveland  with  her  family  soon  after  for 
England.  The  Ambassador  [Pialph  Montagu]  does  not  yet 
speak  of  going,  but  I suppose  he  depends  upon  orders.” 

The  Earl  of  Siirewsb.ury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

1G78,  April  [3-]  13. — “ I am  T believe  in  full  as  much  haste  as 
you  were  when  you  writ  yours  of  the  28th,  and  therefore  have 
not  time  to  write  a longer  letter.  1 have  by  this  post  received 
my  grandfather’s  letter,  which  presses  my  coming  over  with  great 
speed,  so  that  1 shall  not  have  time  to  expect  a yacht  to  be  sent 
for  me,  but  will  be  coming  away  as  soon  as  ever  I can.  When  I 
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resolve  which  way  to  come,  by  Diej^e  or  Callice,  and  can  give  you 
an  exacter  guess  at  the  time  you  may  expect  me,  you  shall  know 
it.  In  the  mean  time  I must  desire  you,  if  you  have  not  as  yet 
bespoke  the  clothes  for  the  led  horses,  you  will  do  it,  and  what 
else  you  foresee  will  be  the  longest  a-providing,  that  we  may  be 
in  as  little  a bustle  as  we  can,  for  let  us  do  the  best  we  are  able, 
we  shall  have  but  too  much  of  it.” 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  T.4.lbot. 

[1678,]  June  [6-]  17,  Chareleville. — “If  I had  taken  you  to 
be  so  ignorant  as  some  I hav.e  writ  to,  I would  have  ventured, 
whilst  I was  before  Luxemburg,  to  have  given  you  an  account 
of  what  passed  there  ; but  being  sure  of  my  own  ignorance  and 
your  knowledge,  I durst  not  venture  upon  a thing  [which]  would 
have  become  me  so  ill ; and  for  the  general  matters  of  fact,  which 
was  all  I ventured  upon,  you  have  heard  and  I have  writ  them 
so  often  that  it  would  now  be  tedious. 

“I  am  now  upon  my  march  to  Marshal  Schomberg’s  arm}% 
where  we  shall  either  find  the  news  of  a peace  or  of  some  con- 
siderable siege.  Were  I not  afraid  of  appearing  too  much  a 
soldier  in  your  peaceable  country,  I would  declare  my  inclination, 
being  much  more  charmed  with  this  sort  of  curiosity  than  I 
expected,  and  the  little  I have  seen  serves  only  to  make  me  more 
inquisitive,  though  not  much  more  knowing.  I desire  you  will 
keep  this  a secret  from  your  Lady,  to  whom  I desire  my  service, 
for  she  will  else  forbid  me  your  company,  who  have  been  already 
too  well  inclined  to  these  frolics.” 

Addressed  : For  Sir  John  Talbott  at  his  house  at  Thisleworth. 

— Recommended  to  the  post  master  to  be  sent  forwards. — London. 

Postmark:  IV.  17. 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[ ] Dec.  14. — “I  have  received  my  Lord  Halifax’s  and 

your  joint  opinions  as  to  coming  to  town,  and  do  extremely  agree 
with  both  of  you  in  it.  I have  sent  my  Lord  my  thanks  in  a 
letter  this  post,  and  assured  him  I will  come  up  as  soon  as  I have 
used  necessary  precaution  to  avoid  being  stopped  by  the  way ; 
but  give  me  leave  to  discourse  the  thing  more  at  large  with  you 
concerning  the  manner  of  coming  up.  You  propose  by  Worcester 
coach,  that  goes  up  of  the  Monday,  but  then  I must  be  obliged  to 
travel  thither  of  the  Sunday,  which  is  not  to  be  done ; or  else  be 
there  a Saturday,  and  lie  all  Sunday  in  Worcester,  where  I 
apprehend  my  name  will  make  a great  noise.  Therefore  I will 
propose  all  the  ways  that  I can  think  of  and  desire  your  opinion 
which  is  the  safest,  whether  by  a coach  that  often  passes  by  here 
in  its  way  to  London,  but  the  inconvenience  of  that  is  that  it  goes 
no  more  till  towards  Twelfthtide,  or  else  by  my  own  horses  either 
publicly  or  privately,  or  else  post.  These  are  all  the  conveniences 
that  I can  think  of,  and  I fear  none  of  them  free  from  the 
importunity  of  the  watch,  who  are  so  strict,  that  at  Kuittermuster 
they  have  stopped  an  ancient  Papist  gentleman  for  travelling. 
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though  he  has  a justice  of  the  peace  his  band  that  he  has  })een 
sick  at  his  son’s  house,  and  unal)le  to  travel  till  now  that  he  is 
going  home  to  his  own  house  and  estate.  This  and  such  stories 
have  persuaded  me  from  coming  away  till  I have  advised  with 
you,  what  way  one  may  be  secure  from  these  inconveniences,  or 
whether  there  is  any  pass  to  be  had,  to  secure  one  from  them,  or 
whether  I have  any  privilege  to  plead,  or  what  I am  to  say  if 
questioned.  Pray  let  me  have  your  speedy  answer.” 


The  Eakl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Talbot. 

[ Dec.]  21,  Stourton. — “ This  day  I have  sent  to  Worcester, 
to  lake  places  in  the  coach  for  the  next  return,  but  I cannot  yet 
give  you  an  assurance  when  to  expect  me,  for  I am  informed  (liow 
true  I know  not)  that  no  coach  goes  from  thence  till  after  Twelfth- 
tide  and  the  Bridgenorth  coach  will  not  be  at  London  again  till 
the  Saturday  after  Twelfthtide,  which  is  so  long,  that  I think  it  I 
cannot  go  up  b}^  Worcester’s  convenience  sooner,  rather  to  hire 
Bridgenorth  coach  wholly  to  myself,  and  come  up  the  week  after 
Christmas  Day.  I fear  I shall  not  receive  an  answer  from 
M'orcester,  time  enough  to  write  by  the  next  post,  but  as  soon  as 
I can,  you  shall  not  fail  to  know  my  fixed  resolution,  as  to  the 
day  I shall  be  in  town.  As  for  lodgings,  you  may  be  pleased  to 
take  them  where  you  find  them  most  convenient,  but  I suppose 
it  will  be  time  enough  for  that  when  I can  set  you  a day  for  my 
arrival.  I know  not  what  }'Ou  mean  by  your  former  letter,  where 
you  mention  sitting  up  nights  and  playing  hide  and  seek.  I have 
often  done  both,  but  know  no  particular  story  depends  on  either, 
but  I suppose,  whatever  it  is,  it  has  lost  nothing  in  the  telling.  I 
am  glad  I pass  among  the  women  for  a silent  young  man,  it  being, 
in  my  judgment,  much  a {sic)  more  advantageous  character,  than 
what  commonly  their  sex  can  challenge.  I only  fear  they  have 
gues.sed  as  ill  in  that,  as  in  the  rest,  and  then  I may  be  destitute 
of  all  good  qualities,  though  never  of  the  desire  to  be,”  Ac. 

Postmark:  De.  23. 


Proceedings  in  Council  resjiecting  Letters  of  Reprisal. 


1080,  May  12. — ‘‘At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  12th  of  May, 
1080. 

Present : 


The  King’s  IMost  Excellent  Majesty. 
Ilis  Highness  Prince  Rupert.  Earl  of  Essex. 
Lord  Arch-Bishop  of  Canterbury.  Earl  of  Bathe. 


Lord  Chancellor. 

Lord  President. 

Duke  of  Albemarle. 

Marquis  of  Worchester  (sic). 
Earl  of  Ossory. 

Lord  Chamberlain. 

Earl  of  Bridgwater. 

Earl  of  Sunderland. 


Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

Mr.  Hide. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  North. 

Mr.  Finch. 

Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Sir  Thomas  Chichely. 

Mr.  Godolphin. 
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“ This  day  a Memorial  presented  to  his  Majesty  l>y  his 
Excellency  the  Ambassador  Extraordinary  from  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  was  read  in  Council,  setting  forth 
how  that,  according  to  information  given  upon  oath.  Sir  IGlward 
Graves,  Knight,  and  George  Carew,  Es(piire,  were  equip})ing  and 
arming  a small  frigate  called  the  Mary,  under  the  command  of 
Tyrence  Byrne,  to  he  employed  against  the  subjects  of  tlie 
States  General,  and  particularly  to  surprise  and  seize  the  ship 
called  theEmperour,  wherein  part  of  the  said  Lord  Amlaissador’s 
equijmge  was  embarked,  in  order  to  his  return  to  his  own 
country ; which  equipping  and  arming  was  by  colour  of  a 
Commission  or  Letter  [s]  of  Reprisal  hearing  date  the  21)th  of 
May,  in  the  17th  year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign  that  now  is,  and 
granted  in  favour  of  the  creditors  of  Sir  William  Courten  and 
others,  and  praying  that  the  said  Letters  of  Reprisal  might  he 
revoked.  His  Majesty  considering  that  the  said  Commission 
was  suspended  by  his  Majesty’s  Proclamation  bearing  date 
the  10th  of  August,  1666,  for  divers  great  and  notable  mis- 
deameanours  committed  in  execution  thereof,  and  that  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Alliance  made  with  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces  at  Breda,  the  21st  July,  1667,  it 
is  agreed  that  all  suits  and  pretensions  that  the  subjects 
of  his  Majesty  or  the  States  General  might  or  could  move 
or  prosecute  one  against  another  for  any  matter  or  thing 
before  the  date  of  the  said  Treaty  shall  remain  void,  obliterated, 
and  be  annulled ; and  that  all  Letters  of  Reprisal,  Marqvie  or 
Countermarque,  both  general  and  particular,  are  by  the  said 
Treaty  inhibited  and  revoked,  which  said  Treaty  was  restored  in 
its  former  vigour,  and  confirmed  l)y  a subsequent  Treaty  made 
at  Westminster  in  the  month  of  Eebruary,  167-|  ; by  which 
Treaties  all  Letters  and  Commissions  of  Reprisal  are  entirely 
revoked  and  annulled ; his  Majesty  likewise  foreseeing  of  what 
mischievous  consequence  it  would  he  to  all  his  loving  subjects 
if  the  States  General,  upon  the  execution  of  the  said  Letters  of 
Reprisal  (contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  said  Treaties, 
and  after  the  annulling  of  them  by  the  same),  should  grant 
Letters  of  Countermarque  against  the  said  subjects  and 
their  goods,  to  the  hindering  of  commerce  and  the  ruin 
and  damage  of  many  particular  men,  although  unconcerned 
in  the  case  of  such  Reprisal  : his  Majesty  doth  therefore 
hereby  order  Sir  Creswel  Levins,  his  Majesty’s  Attorney- 
General,  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a Snpersedcaa  to  pass  the 
Great  Seal  of  England,  whereby  the  said  Letter  [s]  of 
Reprisal  may  be  in  due  form  of  law'  superseded,  revoked, 
and  declared  to  be  void  and  determined  to  all  effects  and 
purposes  whatsoever,  to  the  end  the  States  General  may 
rest  satisfied  of  his  Majesty’s  care  to  have  his  Treaties 
duly  executed,  and  that  it  be  made  known  and  may  appear 
of  record  to  all  his  loving  subjects  that  the  said  Letters 
of  Reprisal  are  revoked  and  declared  void,  to  the  end  also 
that  none  may  hereafter  presume  to  act  by  virtue  thereof, 
and  if  any  do,  that  they  may  be  proceeded  against  as 
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pirates  acting  without  commission,  and  as  infractors  of  tlie 
Peace  and  alliance  between  his  l\Iajesty  and  the  States  (xeneral. 
“A  true  copy,  Francis  (Tuyn.” 

Enclosed  in  Sec.  Blatltiraiifs  letter  of  El  Nov.  KiDH. 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  the  Princess  of  Oranoe. 

1688,  May  '21,  London. — lias  received  her  letter  of  the  11th. 
Is  grieved  that  his  brother  has  fallen  into  her  displeasure,  not 
only  for  not  waiting  on  her,  Init  for  other  reasons.  They  are 
both  ready  to  do  anything  she  demands.  Will  never  do  anything 
to  oft’end  the  Prince  or  her.  Never  had  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing regard  to  her  interests  till  he  went  into  Ireland.  “ I do  most 
liumhly  beseech  you,  if  there  he  anything  particular  which  either 
of  your  R.  Highnesses,  in  this  critical  time,  would  have  done, 
that  you  will  vouchsafe  to  let  me  know  something  of  your 
pleasure,  and  I dare  undertake  it  shall  ke  improved  with  all 
advantage  and  tidelity,  for  your  service.  . . . 

“It  is  a very  great  consolation  to  me  to  find  that  your  R. 
Highness  is  satisfied  in  the  sense  I have  concerning  taking  off  the 
Tests.  . . . Mens.  Dykevelt  knows  that  he  asked  me,  the  last 
summer,  my  sense  therein,  because  he  said  the  Prince  would  he 
glad  to  know  the  thoughts  of  particular  men,  and  I then  told 
him  that  I could  not  he  for  repealing  them.  Madam,  religion  is 
too  serious  a thing  to  be  trilled  with,  and  according  to  the  true 
practice  thereof  a man  must  expect  to  be  happy  or  miserable  to 
eternity. 

“I  had  the  happiness  to  he  bred  a Protestant,  by  a father  who 
did  not  only  understand  his  religion,  hut  (as  can  he  evidently 
made  appear)  suffered  and  was  ruined  for  his  steadiness  in  it.  . . . 
I could  much  more  willingly  go  to  the  stake  in  defence  of  it  than 
live  the  greatest  man  in  the  world.  . . . The  more  I pursue  the 
practice  of  the  religion  I own,  the  better  I shall  he  able  to  serve 
the  King  whenever  he  thinks  lit  to  make  use  of  me ; for  if  I will 
he  honest,  it  is  [as]  impossible  to  serve  the  King  contrary  to  my 
religion  as  it  is  to  serve  your  Highness  any  other  way  hut  by 
being  steady  to  my  religion. 

“I  can  with  a very  good  conscience  give  all  liberty  and 
ease  to  tender  consciences,  for  in  truth  it  is  against  all  conscience 
to  hinder  men  from  worshijiping  God  their  own  way ; hut  I 
cannot  in  conscience  give  those  men  leave  (as  far  as  lies  in  me 
to  prevent  it)  to  come  into  employments  in  the  State,  who,  by 
their  mistaken  consciences,  are  hound  to  destroy  the  religion  I 
profess,  and,  as  they  call  it,  the  Northern  Heresy.  . . . 

“ I must  not  conclude  without  giving  your  R.  Highness  an 
account  of  an  affair  of  very  great  importance,  which  it  is  lit  the 
Prince  and  you  should  know. 

“ I suppose  it  can  be  no  news  to  tell  you  that  the  King  has 
lately  reinforced  his  Declaration  of  Indulgence,  and  that  he 
ordered  it  to  be  read  twice  in  all  the  churches  throughout  the 
kingdom,  which,  your  R.  Highness  will  easily  believe,  our  clergy 
could  not  well  digest.  My  Lord’s  Grace  of  Canterbury  took  the 


matter  into  liis  serious  consideration,  and  sent  to  as  many  of  my 
Lords  the  Bishops  to  come  to  his  assistance  as  could  come  to 
town  in  regard  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  ; and  after  mature 
and  solemn  deliberation,  they  resolved  to  make  an  humble 
Petition  to  the  King,  setting  forth  the  case,  and  the  reasons  why 
they  could  not  comply  with  his  Majesty’s  commands  in  reading 
the  said  Declaration  in  their  churches ; which  they  did,  and 
delivered  it  to  the  King  on  Friday  last  in  the  evening. 

“The  Petition  w^as  presented  by  the  six  Bishops  who  signed  it, 
a copy  whereof  is  here  enclosed.  It  was  all  written  in  the  Arch- 
bishop’s handwriting.  He  did  not  go  with  it,  because  he  has  not 
been  at  Court  almost  these  tw'o  years,  being  upon  the  matter 
forbid,  for  the  King  told  him  so  long  since  that  he  need  not  come 
thither.  The  Bishop  of  London  was  of  the  same  opinion  with 
the  rest,  but  ’twas  not  thought  convenient  for  him  to  sign  the 
Petition,  in  regard  of  his  suspension. 

“ The  King  at  first  received  the  Bishops  very  graciously,  but 
when  he  had  read  the  Petition  he  expressed  his  displeasure  very 
warmly,  told  them  he  did  not  expect  such  an  address  from  them,  that 
it  was  a great  step  towards  rebellion,  that  he  would  remember 
them,  and  that  he  would  be  obeyed, 

“ The  Bishops  answ'ered  his  Majesty  -with  great  duty  and  sub- 
mission, but  withall  with  great  courage.  The  particulars  of  what 
they  said  I should  but  spoil  in  the  relating.  This  was  on  Friday 
night ; what  the  King  will  do  hereupon,  we  are  yet  to  see. 

“Yesterday,  being  Sunday,  was  the  first  time  appointed  for 
reading  the  Declaration  in  London  and  the  parts  adjacent,  but  it 
\vas  read  only  in  four  churches  in  this  great  city  and  liberties,  so 
unanimous  are  our  clergy.  One  of  the  four  places  was 
Westminster  Abbey,  where  the  Bishop  of  Piochester  is  Dean  ; he 
ordered  one  of  the  petty  Canons  to  read  it,  but  w'ent  out  of  town 
himself  over  night ; he’s  a poor-spirited  man. 

“ The  Bishops  of  Gloster  and  Norwich  came  to  town  on 
Saturday,  who  are  of  the  same  mind  with  the  rest,  and  letters 
are  come  from  five  or  six  others  to  the  Archbishop,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  of  the  same  opinion.  What  the  Bishops  of 
Coventry  and  Lichfield  and  Lincoln  will  do,  nobody  can  tell ; they 
are  old,  and  very  odd  men.  No  others  are  suspected,  except  the 
two  scabby  sheep  Chester  and  St.  David’s,  wiio  are  indeed  very 
bad  men ; as  they  have  no  reputation  or  interest,  so  they  are 
despised  by  those  whom  they  court. 

“ I hope  this  aft'air  will  not  be  displeasing  to  your  K.H.  What- 
ever shall  be  further  done  in  this  matter  you  shall  be  sure  to 
have  an  account  of,  and  so  nf  all  things  of  moment  within  my 
knowiedge,  as  often  as  I can  meet  with  safe  messengers,  for  I am 
satisfied  it  is  not  fit  to  write  of  these  things  by  the  post,  as  I 
doubt  not  but  your  K.H.  does  w'ell  imagine. 

“These  good  Bishops  who  are  in  town  are  all  of  my 
acquaintance ; I ahvays  see  them  when  they  come,  and  I am 
sure  they  are  full  of  devotion  to  the  Prince  and  you.  They  have 
now  desired  me  to  find  a w^ay  to  present  their  duties,  and  to  let 
you  know  that  they  never  omit  you  in  their  private  as  w^ell  as 
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public  prayers.  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  being  the  senior 
Bishop  here,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  present  the  Petition,  and  to 
speak  the  first  to  the  King.  The  Roman  Catholics  were  of  old 
no  friends  to  him,  and  they  will  not  he  the  more  so  for  this,  hut 
he  will  always  do  his  duty. 

“I  know  the  Prince  ought  to  he  informed  of  these  aft’airs, 
which  I know  he  will  he  by  your  Royal  Highness,  and  should  he 
so  by  me,  hut  that  I fear  I have  given  him  too  many  troubles  of 
this  kind  ; hut  I will  do  therein  for  the  future  as  you  shall 
please  to  direct  me.”  . . . 

Endorsed  {hi/  the  Princess?)  : Ansered  {sic).  Also  endorsed  hij 
Shretesbury.  Enclosing  : — 

Petition  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  six  Bishops  to 
the  King.  Copy. 

Peoposed  Declaration  by  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

[1688.]  — “ The  Declaration  proposed  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange  from  several  persons  in  England.”'" 

. . . “ That  there  is  the  greatest  need  imaginable  of  giving 

a speedy  stop  to  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  those  Popish 
counsels  which  now  prevail  in  these  Kingdoms  is  so  manifest, 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  descend  to  particulars  to  convince  the 
world  of  it.  However,  because  I am  desirous  to  satisfy  the  minds 
of  all  honest  men  that  my  undertaking  is  not  founded  upon  any 
private  or  sinister  designs  of  my  own,  but  is  wholly  intended  for 
the  preservation  of  the  known  Laws  of  these  Kingdoms  (by 
which  only  the  profession  of  the  Protestant  Religion  can  be 
protected,  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  professors  of 
it  be  defended,  and  the  right  descent  of  the  Crown  maintained), 
I think  it  proper  to  give  some  account  of  those  motives  in 
particular  which  have  induced  me  to  the  attempt  of  rescuing  them 
from  those  great  and  imminent  dangers  which  are  ready  to 
break  in  upon  them.” 

Refers  to  the  illegal  Commission  “put  in  execution  against 
the  known  Statutes  of  the  Realm  and  rights  of  the  Uni- 
versitiesunder  which  many  men  have  been  “dispossessed  of 
their  very  freeholds  and  possessions,  and  both  Bishops  and 
others  of  the  Clergy  have  been  suspended,”  making  way  for  “the 
most  scandalous  and  unworthy  men.”  “ The  specious  pretence 
of  granting  liberty  of  conscience  to  Dissenters  ” is  intended  “ to 
delude  some  Protestants  to  be  assisting  to  them  [the  Papists]  in 
their  design  to  destroy  the  rest.”  What  favour  the  Protestants 
can  then  expect  may  be  judged  “by  the  cruelties  which  were 
used  not  long  ago  by  them  [the  Papists]  in  Ireland.” 

Both  ecclesiastical  and  civil  laws  have  been  interfered  with, 
and  every  man’s  liberty  and  property  is  at  the  Sovereign’s  mercy, 
or  that  of  mercenary  judges.  Even  Papists  are  made  judges, 
though  their  judgments  are  invalid.  In  all  counties  uncomply- 
ing Lord  Lieutenants,  Deputy  Lieutenants,  and  Justices  of  the 
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Peace  have  been  removed.  At  Parliamentary  elections  men 
have  been  questioned  beforehand  as  to  their  votes.  Ancient 
charters  have  been  forced  from  most  Corporations,  whereby, 
with  the  assistance  of  Popish  sheriffs,  members  can  be  returned 
to  Parliament  who  will  promote  the  repeal  of  the  Test,  Ac. 
Monasteries  have  already  been  established,  and  mass-houses. 
Jesuits  dare  to  sit  in  the  puldic  Councils,  though  their  presence 
is  high  treason,  and  scarcely  permitted  in  any  Popish  govern- 
ment. When  any  petition,  as  in  the  late  case  of  the  seven 
Bishops,  is  made  to  the  King,  it  is  declared  a libel  against  him, 
and  the  petitioners  are  imprisoned.  The  people  are  left  without 
any  certainty  when  a Parliament  shall  meet. 

The  condition  of  Ireland  is  much  worse,  being  under  an  Irish 
Papist,  who  has  changed  the  Protestant  anny  into  a Popish  one ; 
“ there  needs  but  the  word  to  be  given  there  for  the  extirpation 
of  all  the  Protestants  at  one  blow.”  That  kingdom  can  only  be 
regained  by  force.  The  like  change  is  threatened  in  the  armies 
and  navies  of  England  and  Scotland.  Irish  and  Popish  strangers 
are  being  daily  introduced  into  the  Army,  and  Protestants 
removed  ; yet  many  good  Protestants  remain  in  the  Armies  and 
Navy,  who  will  “lay  hold  on  this  opportunity  of  saving  their 
religion,  laws,  and  country  from  so  miserable  a slavery.” 

“ The  lawful  successors  of  the  Crown  ” have  been  educated  in 
the  Protestant  Keligion  ; yet  “ it  hath  been  in  an  unparallelled 
manner  contrived  to  impose  a male  child  upon  these  kingdoms 
as  Prince  of  Wales,  and  right  heir  to  the  Crown,  who  was  never 
born  of  the  body  of  the  present  Queen  Mary  of  England,  now 
wife  of  King  James  the  Second,  as  I doubt  not  will  be  proved  by 
undeniable  circumstances  impossible  to  be  contradicted ; although 
their  own  conduct  of  that  affair  all  along  hath  enough  showed  the 
world  that  they  durst  not  give  any  further  proofs  than  they  did 
of  the  Queen’s  great  belly,  or  of  the  birth  of  the  child,  although 
they  very  well  knew  the  design  was  so  much  suspected  from  the 
beginning  that  they  could  not  possibly  have  given  more  public 
satisfaction  than  was  necessary  to  have  made  it  believed  ; but 
this  (as  all  the  rest  of  their  proceedings)  must  be  sanctified  by 
the  meritorious  end  for  which  it  is  designed,  which  is  to  perfect 
that  religioiis  work  of  keeping  as  well  as  reducing  those  {sic) 
heretic  kingdoms  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church  of  Piome,  for  the 
attaining  of  which  no  action  can  l)e  wicked  or  unjust. 

“ As  these  are  the  grounds  upon  which  I come  to  give  the  best 
assistance  I am  able  towards  the  relief  of  these  kingdoms,  so  I 
hope  Almighty  God  will  give  a blessing  to  my  endeavours  in  so 
just  an  undertaking,  and  the  nobility,  gentry,  soldiers,  seamen, 
and  all  Protestants  will  I hope  be  so  sensible  of  the  great 
benefits  which  on  the  one  hand  they  will  receive  by  securing 
their  religion  and  laws,  and  the  uttermost  danger  which  they 
must  certainly  run  on  the  other  hand  both  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  if  the  Popish  party  should  prevail,  that  I cannot 
but  promise  myself  to  find  a cheerful  and  universal  concurrence 
through  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  and  Scotland  to  give  all 
manner  of  assistance  to  so  good  a work,  wherein  wn  all  stand 
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so  equally  concerned.  And  that  none  may  he  discouraged  with 
any  fear  or  led  into  any  misap])rehensions  concerning  any  designs 
which  I may  have  in  case  it  shall  please  God  to  hless  my 
endeavours  wdth  success,  I do  hereby  declare  that  I desire 
nothing  hut  that,  for  the  doing  of  right  both  to  my  wife  and 
these  kingdoms,  there  may  l)e  a free  Parliament  called  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,”  &c.  Promises  that  all  who  join  him  in 
“ this  undertaking  ” shall  he  rewarded  and  preferred. 

The  Prince  of  Oranoe  to  Loan  [SiiREWsiiURV?] . 

1688,  Nov.  2. — “ My  Lord, — I received  just  now  yours  of  the 
1st  instant,  and  am  glad  you  found  so  good  a reception  at 
Bristoll,  and  that  the  Magistrates  were  so  ready  to  do  their  parts 
towards  it.  As  for  what  you  say  relating  to  the  ships  loaden 
with  Tobacco,  I leave  the  conduct  of  it  wholly  to  you,  to  abate 
them  what  you  please,  so  as  the  residue  may  he  ready  money, 
which  is  a neces.sary  commodity  amongst  us,  and  am  willing  to 
abate  the  last  duty  in  consideration  of  it.  As  for  Sir  .Tohn 
Guyse,  I have  herewith  sent  you  an  order  for  his  immediate 
marching  to  Gloucester,  as  also  another  for  Col.  Cunningh  [am’s] 
commanding  in  chief  till  further  order.  It  seems  the  northern 
Lords  have  rescued  my  Lord  Lovelace,  and  will  join  me  at 
Hungerford  next  Friday  night ; where  or  at  Oxford  I hope  Mr. 
Trenchard  will  be  able  to  bring  me  a considerable  sum  of  money. 
You  may  tell  Mr.  Trenchard  tliat  Mr.  Ilarherd  hath  adjusted  the 
matter  with  Mr.  York  (?),  who  hath  engaged  to  pay  him  at  Mr. 
George  Long’s  house  in  eight  days  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
which  he  must  receive  and  bring  to  me  [;]  amongst  the  rest  you 
may  give  Col.  Cunningham  an  order,  it  being  late.  I am  your 
affectionate  friend — 2 ffber,  88 — 

{Sif/ned)  “ Prince  p’  Orange. 

“I  am  willing  Sir  John  Giij’se  should  have  those,  two 
commissions,  and  will  send  them  to  him.” 

7'liis  postscript  is  striiel,'  out,  and  the  following  is  added  in  the 
Prince’s  own  hand : 

‘‘  Mr.  Harbert  est  si  fatigue  qu’il  ne  pent  depescher  la 
commission  pour  le  Col.  Cuningam  pour  commande  [r]  par 
provision  a Bristol,  mais  Ton  luy  I’envoyera,  ainsi  vous  poures 
cependant  I’instaler.  J’ay  bien  de  rimpatience  de  vous  revoir,  et 
suis  tout  a vous.  G.” 

King  James  II.  to  the  Earl  of  Middleton. 

1688,  Dec.  22,  Piochester. — “ I haiie  thought  lift  to  withdraw 
myself,  but  must  not  tell  you  where  it  shall  be  ; if  homiest  and 
loyal  men  will  declare  for  me,  and  stand  by  me,  I shall  soon 
come  to  them.  Lett  the  two  Dutch  Cap.  know  that  I am 
obliged  to  them  for  their  ciiiility  to  me ; tell  James  Graham  he 
should  give  each  of  them  a ring  of  a hundred  pounds,  and  a 
horse  of  fifty  to  the  old  Lieu,  of  horse  that  was  at  the  Battalle  of 
Dunkerke  with  me.  Lett  my  Protestant  seruants  keep  to  gather. 
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and  either  stay  here  or  go  to  London,  as  may  be  most  convenient, 
with  my  Coaches ; for  my  Catholike  ons,  lett  them  dispose  of 
them  selns  as  they  tiiinke  best  tor  them  selus,  and  haue  a care 
that  my  Chaplin  he  secured ; he  is  a forrainer.  As  for  your  self, 
I am  very  well  satisfyd  with  you ; you  have  been  alwaj's  loyal, 
and  I make  no  doubt  but  will  continu  so,  and  enter  into  no 
associations.  “ J.  L.” 

Holograph.  Small  royal  seal  of  arms.  Note  on  a leaf  attached  : 
This  letter  annexed  was  given  in  1738  to  the  Earl  of  Cardigan 
by  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  son  of  him  to  whom  the  letter  was 
addressed.  The  seal  on  this  letter  was  cut  on  a line  diamond. 

[Loex>]  Mountjoy  to  [the  Prince  of  Orange]  . 

[16] 88 [-9],  Jan.  9,  Dublin. — “Your  Highness’s  care  in 
undertaking  the  re-establishment  of  our  religion  and  our  laws, 
the  dangers  you  have  exposed  yourself  to,  and  your  success  in 
it,  makes  you  not  only  the  subject  of  our  prayers,  but  will  make 
your  name  the  blessing  of  our  posterity ; but  there  is  yet  some 
work  to  be  done  in  this  poor  kingdom,  of  which  this  gentleman, 
Mr.  Cuff,  who  is  a man  of  consideration  and  of  entire  virtue,  goes 
to  give  your  Highness  an  account.  He  will  inform  your  Highness 
in  what  state  we  are,  and  I hojie  will  satisfy  your  Highness,  that 
you  do  not  want  some  servants  here,  who,  when  the  common 
cause  requires  it,  and  your  commands  come,  will  exert  themselves, 
in  which  number  I humbly  beg  your  Highness  may  reckon,”  &c. 

[Lord]  Tyrconnell  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. 

[16]  89,  March  15,  Dublin  Castle. — “ If  I were  not  verily 
persuaded  that  you  are  the  self-same  Duke  Hamilton  in  all 
things,  that  you  were  when  I had  the  honour  to  be  known  to 
your  Grace,  I should  not  venture  to  assure  you  of  my  most 
humble  service  and  resjiects  at  this  time,  nor  inform  you  that 
upon  Tuesday  last,  the  12th  of  this  month,  our  King  arrived  at 
Kinsale,  in  the  west  of  this  kingdom,  with  a fleet  of  37  sail  of 
ships,  with  arms  for  24,000  foot,  4,000  dragoons,  and  4,000 
horse,  and,  which  is  better,  800,000  French  crowns  in  ready 
money.  This  news  I am  confident  will  be  welcome  to  your 
Grace,  as  also  that  I have  50,000  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons 
raised  for  him  here,  well  armed  and  disciplined.  The  King 
brought  over  with  him  200  French  and  Irish  officers,  some  of 
which  were  wanted.  This  good  posture  of  his  Majesty’s  affairs 
will  I hope  encourage  your  Grace  and  the  rest  of  the  King’s 
friends  there  to  stick  by  him  and  yourselves.  I hope  before 
the  end  of  July  to  have  the  honour  to  embrace  you  in  Scotland, 
and  by  word  of  mouth  to  assure  you  how  truly  I am,”  &c. 

Seal.  Numbered  [by  the  writer^  , “ 4.” 

[Lord]  Tyrconnell  to  the  Earl  of  Perth,  Lord  Chancellor 

of  Scotland. 

[16] 89,  March  15,  Dublin  Castle. — “Whatever  your  Lord- 
ship’s condition  may  be,  I am  persuaded  you  will  not 
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be  sorry  to  hear  that  the  King  arrived  at  Kinsale  in 
this  kingdom  upon  Tuesday  last,  the  12th  instant,  with  a 
fleet  of  37  sail  of  ships,  store  of  arms,  ammunition,  200,000/. 
st[erling]  in  ready  money,  and  200  good  ofticers.  I take 
post  tomorrow  morning  to  attend  him  at  Cork,  where  he  has 
commanded  me  to  come  to  him,  and  hope  by  the  10th  of 
April  to  show  him  50,000  men  well  armed  and  disciplined, 
of  which  number  10,000  are  horse  and  dragoons.  If  your 
Lordship  be  a prisoner,  and  that  this  do  come  into  your 
hands,  it  will  be  some  consolation  to  you  to  hear  that  your 
King  has  yet  some  friends  that  will  stick  by  him  ; if  you  be  at 
liberty,  you  will  make  the  right  use  of  this  good  news  for 
your  master’s  service.  I have  writ  by  this  same  way  to  my 
Lord  Duke  Hamilton.  I hope  the  King  will  find  some  friends 
in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England,  that  will  stick  by  him  and 
themselves.” 

Seal.  Numhercd  [/ny  the  writer~\,  “ 5.”  * 

Declaration  by  [Dr.]  Eoger  Biggs  (or  Bigge), 

Student  in  Physic. 

[1689,  March  27.] — -He  was  at  dinner  in  Lady  Ivye’s  house  in 
Westminster,  and  one  Mr.  James  Cornelius  with  him,  when  Sir 
Robert  Clarke,  said  to  be  Lady  Ivye’s  son-in-law,  and  his  Lady 
also  came  in.  Lady  Clarke  was  very  much  indisposed,  and  said 
“that  her  head  had  never  left  acheing  with  violent  pain  since 
that  rogue,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  landed,  and  that  she  hoped  that 
she  should  see  him  served  as  Monmouth  was,”  &c.  After  dinner 
Lady  Ivye  and  Lady  Clarke  withdrew  into  the  next  room,  and 
desired  “ the  Doctor’s”  company,  leaving  Sir  Robert  playing  with 
his  little  son.  The  Doctor  heard  Lady  Clarke  say  that  “she 
wished  the  child  had  been  drowned  before  it  had  come  to  this,” 
but  he  knows  not  what  child  she  meant.  “ The  Doctor  went  in 
a few  days  to  wait  upon  Lady  Iv}’e  again,  but  found  her  absented 
from  her  house,  the  King  being  newlj’  fled  ; and  *the  Doctor 
found  the  neighbours  in  a great  mutiny,  and  [they]  did  declare 
the  Lady  Ivye  to  be  an  ill  woman,  and  that  the  late  King  with 
Sir  Robert  Clerke  and  a cabal  of  Jesuits  was  seen  to  be  conversant 
there  on  several  nights ; and  that  there  was  [were]  great  lights 
and  great  noise  all  night  in  the  house.”  She  was  in  private 
lodgings,  at  a farrier’s  house  by  Fleet  Street,  at  Fleet  Ditch, 
where  she  told  the  Doctor  that  Sir  Robert  Clerke  had  fled  to 
France,  and  his  Lady  was  absconded.  She  came  to  the  Doctor’s 
house,  and  asked  him  to  explain  to  her  “the  art,”  on  discovery 
of  which  she  said  it  was  supernatural,  and  desired  him  to  proceed 
in  the  highest  degree  against  Mr.  Neale,  whom  she  wished  to 
overcome,  and  that  I (the  Doctor)  would  again  restore  King 
James  to  the  throne,  and  bring  Sir  Robert  Clerke  and  her 
daughter  out  of  all  their  troubles.  “At  the  same  time  she  did 
declare  to  me  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  her  daughter  Clerke’s 
child,  and  that  the  people  was  [were]  mad  to  know  what  was 
become  of  the  child.”  Afterwards  she  lay  one  night  “on  our 
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side  of  the  water  ; and  one  Mrs.  Daffy,  living  in  Salshnry  Square, 
in  Fleet  Street,  in  the  house  which  was  Doctor  Brown’s,  she 
being  the  late  relict  of  Dr.  Daffy,  that  made  and  sold  Daffy’s 
Elixir,  lay  with  her  all  night ; who  told  me  that  Lady  Ivye  said 
unto  her  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  her  daughter  Clerke’s  child.” 
Holograph , signed. 


[Memorandum  by  T.  Neale.] 

1688-9  (sic),  March  27.— “ There  having  been  some  rumour  of 
the  Lady  Clerke’s  son  being  the  nominal  Prince  of  Wales,  Mr. 
Neale  on  enquiry  has  been  informed  by  one  Dr.  Bigs”  {&c.) 

“Note:  Lady  Clerke  had  a son  the  beginning  of  June  last. 
That  son  is  not  now  to  be  heard  of.  Sir  Eo.  Clerke  went  with 
King  Teams.  Lady  Clerke  is  flying,  and  Avill  be  gone  Friday 
next  . . . for  France.”- — -T.  N. 


King  James  II.  to  Colin,  E.\rl  of  Balg.^re.\se. 

1689,  March  29,  Dublin  Castle. — 

“ James  E. 

“ Eight  trusty  and  well  lieloved  Cousin  and  Councillor,  we 
greet  you  well.  Whereas  we  have  been  informed  by  Sir  Arch- 
bald  Kennedy  of  your  faithful  and  loyal  deportment  in  this 
conjuncture,  we  would  not  delay  any  time  to  send  you  our  Eoyal 
and  most  hearty  thanks,  and  to  let  you  know  that,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God,  we  are  come  safe  to  this  our  kingdom, 
notwithstanding  the  malicious  designs  of  our  enemies  ; and  that 
our  affairs  are  in  such  a condition  by  the  present  posture  of  this 
country,  and  the  assistance  we  have  liroiight  with  us,  and  that 
which  we  have  yet  coming  after  us,  that  we  are  not  only  in  a 
condition  to  defend  this  kingdom,  Init  to  send  you  such  supplies 
as  you  may  judge  fit  for  our  service.  AVe  have  therefore  resolved 
to  send  our  commission  to  you  of  Colonel  of  horse  and  foot,  that 
you  may  raise  as  many  of  either  as  yon  can,  with  commissions 
blank  for  the  inferior  officers,  to  be  filled  up  by  you.  Being 
resolved  to  come  ourself  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do  it 
with  safety,  and  that  all  the  things  of  our  army  here,  which  we 
intend  to  have  very  numerous,  shall  be  put  in  order,  we  have 
thought  of  sending  five  thousand  men,  whereof  100  horse  and 
150  dragoons,  lielieving  that  a greater  number  of  horse  and 
dragoons  will  be  inconvenient  to  ship  over  to  you,  and  that  you 
may  get  some  there.  AVe  desire  to  know  your  opinion  of  this 
number,  and  what  you  can  propose  to  us  for  their  subsisting  in 
the  country,  and  that  you  would  let  us  know  where  you  think 
fit  we  should  land  them,  with  what  else  you  may  think  for  our 
service,  especially  in  reference  to  our  revenue  for  the  subsistence 
of  our  troops. 

“AVe  have  sent  letters  to  the  Chiefs  of  Clans  to  arm,  and  to 
most  of  the  nobility  we  had  reason  to  judge  faithful  to  our 
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interest,  and  by  the  forces  we  send  over  commissions  sliall  1k> 
sent  to  you  and  the  rest  of  our  friends/-' 

“ The  officers  of  our  standing  forces  we  will  require  to  attend 
you  hy  proclamation,  and  such  as  are  with  us  we  shall  im- 
mediately prepare  for  their  journey  as  soon  as  we  hear  from  you. 
As  soon  as  our  forces  or  any  consideralde  body  can  he  brought 
together,  we  think  fit  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  should  call  the 
Bishops  and  Boroughs,!  and  by  our  authority  call  themselves  a 
Convention  of  Estates,  to  declare  for  us,  and  put  the  kingdom  in 
a posture  of  defence.  We  need  not  tell  you  the  necessity  you  lie 
under  to  defend  yourselves.  The  Presbyterians  are  not  good 
masters  in  any  government,  much  less  with  you,  where  their 
particular  quarrels  are  revenged  in  those  public  confusions.  But 
assure  yourselves  we  will  stand  by  you,  and  if  it  shall  please  God 
to  give  success  to  our  just  cause,  we  will  let  the  ancient  Cavalier 
party  know  that  they!  s^i’e  the  only  true  basis  that  Monarchy  can 
rest  upon  in  Scotland ; and  we  have  found  such  effects  of  our 
mercy  in  times  past,  as  will  make  us  now  raise  our  friends  on 
the  riling  of  our  enemies. 

“What  may  be  fit  for  you  to  know  more  the  bearer  will  inform 
you  of ; only  we  think  fit  to  add,  that  as  it  ever  was  our  inten- 
tion to  maintain  the  national  Protestant  religion,  so  now  we  will 
confirm  it  to  our  subjects,  and  their  property  and  liberty,  which, 
let  them  fancy  to  themselves  what  they  will,  can  never  be 
assured  to  them  by  any  other  means.  As  for  yourself,  you  may 
be  assured  that  as  your  services  to  us  all  alongst  have  been 
eminent,  so,  when  it  pleases  God  to  put  it  in  our  power,  the 
reward  shall  be  the  same.  In  the  meantime  expecting  your 
immediate  answer  to  those  particulars,  and  what  else  you  think 
for  our  service,  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell.  Given  at  our  Court 
in  Dublin  Castle,  the  * * * §29th  day  of  INIarch,  1(389,  and  of  our  reign 
the  fift[h]  year. 

“By  his  Majesty’s  command, 

“ Subscrived  thus — Melfort.” 

Copfi,  ill  fill’  Hanw  hand  an  tin’  cnpij  of  Mclforfs  letter. 

King  James  II.  to  John,  Viscount  of  Dundee,  “Major 
General  of  our  Forces  in  our  Kingdom  of  Scotland.” 

1(389,  March  29,  Dublin  Castle. — Similar  eoiiiiiiissioii  to  be 
“Lieutenant  General,”  and  “ to  command  all  such  forces  as  can 
be  raised  there,  and  to  command  likewise  such  as  we  shall  send 
from  this  to  your  assistance.” 

Copy,  in  the  mine  hand  an  the  precediivi  and  followimj. 

Earl  Melfort  to  the  E.vrl  of  Perth. 

1689,  M[arch]  29,  Dublin. — “My  dearest  dear  Brother, — 
Your  letters  I received,  and  if  you  knew  the  grief  the  reading  of 

* The  following  commLssion  reads,  “ shall  be  sent  blank  to  be  filled  up  at  your 
sight.” 

+ ‘‘  Burghs  ” in  the  following  copy. 

t ‘ We  ” in  the  following  copy. 

§ “ Ruins”  in  the  following  copy. 
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the  account  of  the  barbarous  usage  you  met  with,  bred  in  me,  you 
would  pity  my  condition,  for  my  imagination  represented  to  me 
the  danger  and  sufferings  in  the  ugliest  dress.  God  be  blessed 
who  has  hitherto  spared  you,  and  may  you  he  happy  here  and 
hereafter.  It  is  with  some  joy  we  hear  that  [the]  E [arl]  of 
Mar  will  declare  for  the  King,  and  that  being,  we  might  suppose 
you  at  liberty  before  this,  hut,  alas  ! such  news  are  such  strangers 
to  me,  that  after  they  are  thrice  confirmed  I shall  but  begin  to 
believe  them.  God  send  you  your  liberty. 

“The  letter  to  Lt.-Col.  Midleton,  and  all  the  letters  I had  in 
list  are  done,  and  many  more  ; the  bearer  will  give  you  full 
account  of  all,  and  therefore  to  him  I must  refer  you.  The 
time  is  precious,  and  therefore  we  would  not  stop  this  to  have  a 
prin  [cipa]  11  declaration  sent  by  him  ; the  copy  is  sent  to  you. 
And  I am  in  pain  till  I shall  hear  from  you  what  more  may  be  to 
add  to  it.  The  scheme  of  the  affair  you  will  see  in  a letter  to 
E [arl]  Coline,  which  you  may  break  up.  The  good  man  has  a 
mind  to  visit  his  Lordship  shortly,  but  first  he  must  put  the 
40,000 M.  he  has  in  this  kingdom,  in  sure  hands.  In  the  first 
place  he  will  send  his  spending  money  consisting  in  5,000  M.  there, 
to  see  if  he  can  put  it  [to]  usury,  and  he  will  send  a friend  along 
with  it,  and  consign  it  into  the  hands  of  .lohn  Grahame,  the 
bonnet-maker  ; and  if  he  finds  that  thrive,  he  will  bring  over  a 
stock  able  to  put  life  in  all  our  trade  once  again.  You  may  open 
the  bonnet-maker’s  letter,  and  see  all,  and  send  your  advice. 
James  (sic)  has  had  a mind  to  write  to  you,  but  has  been  hitherto 
hindered,  but  he  will  by  the  next  post  give  the  orders  in  all  our 
concerns,  and  lay  the  orders  upon  us,  and  they  shall  most 
surely  be  obeyed.  Inform  yourself  of  all  by  the  bearer,  and 
nothing  shall  be  omitted  which  you  shall  advise.  God  be  with 
you  heartily ; adieu.  I know  not  where  you  are  ; therefore 
this  is  short.” 

Endorsed : Copy  of  E [arl]  Melfort’s  letter  to  the  E [arl]  of 
Perth. 

[Lord]  Tarbat  to  Lord  Melvill. 

1689,  April  13,  Edinb [urgh] .■ — “My  sickness  is  heavy 
enough,  but  it  adds  to  my  trouble  that  I am  altogether  disabled 
from  attending  the  meeting,  to  serve  my  country.  I wish  and 
hope  that  my  absence  shall  do  little  hurt,  yet  I cannot  but  be 
solicitous,  when  I consider  that  the  interest  of  our  King  and 
kingdom  are  (sic)  not  yet  so  fixed  as  to  be  out  of  danger.  I pray 
God  disappoint  my  fears,  many  of  which  arise,  perhaps,  from 
my  ignorance,  yet  I have  seen  great  mischiefs  arise  from  as 
small  appearances.  I cannot  doubt  but  that  the  attacks  from 
Ireland  will  be  both  speedy  and  violent,  and  I as  little  doubt 
but  many  of  this  nation,  who  have  too  little  religion,  and 
several  who  consider  not  the  danger  of  the  Protestant  Religion, 
both  in  Britain  and  over  all  Europe,  will  be  too  ready  to  join 
with  the  Irish.  This  may  be  expected,  that  not  only  the  greatest 
part  of  our  Highlanders,  but  the  far  greatest  part  of  the  Low 
Country  people  benorth  Tay,  and  very  many  besouth  it,  especially 
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in  the  south  borders,  will  concur  in  this  ; and  the  very  emharass- 
ing  of  our  King  in  the  present  conjuncture  will  be  more  hurtful 
to  the  Allies  abroad  than  Scotland  is  worth.  What  then  would 
it  be  should  greater  success  attend  the  Popish  arms  ? My  Lord, 
allow  me  to  think  that  it  had  been  no  bad  measure  if  at  this 
time  people  who  were  half  persuaded  should  rather  have  been 
invited  to  compliance  than  terrified  from  it,  and  such  as  would 
give  assurance  to  live  peaceably  should  have  been  now  owned  as 
friends,  and  a little  time  would  no  doubt  have  made  them  truly  so. 

“I  cannot  believe  that  people  who  are  led  by  unexperienced 
heat,  or  who  mind  more  to  resent  private  injuries,  or  to  repair 
their  private  losses,  are  the  tit  tools  at  present  for  his  Majesty’s 
service ; not  that  I think  they  should  be  altogether  excluded  as 
far  as  they  are  capable,  nor  that  unjust  forfaultours  and  tines 
should  not  be  redressed  in  a prudent  method  when  the  Govern- 
ment is  settled ; but  I crave  leave  to  think  that  the  chief  trust 
should  he  put  into  moderate  and  serious  hands,  and  that  terrors 
of  severity  against  many  should  be  altogether  taken  off,  for  I am 
sure  that  would  prevail  on  many  thousands  to  lay  [lie]  still,  wlio 
without  such  assurance  may  do  [too?]  readily  engage  in  mischief. 
My  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  wish  you  at  Loudon,  and  to  say  that 
you  would  be  more  useful  there  in  a day  than  here  in  a month, 
as  matters  stand  now,  for  if  things  he  represented  there  with  as 
great  jiartiality,  as  much  private  interest  and  design,  as  some 
seem  to  intend  here,  the  King  may  be  induced  to  take  measures 
very  far  contrary  to  his  true  interest,  and  which  might  he  easily 
helped  now,  but  not  without  great  ruin  afterwards.  What  means 
it,  that  there  is  no  union  amongst  yourselves  in  proposals  either 
as  to  persons  or  things  ? Are  officers  in  Scotland  of  such  value 
that  the  King  and  kingdom’s  interest  must  he  exposed  to  danger 
for  private  projects  in  these  ? Cannot  poor  men  or  sufferers  he 
otherwise  made  up  than  at  the  expense  of  the  hazard  of  the 
Commonwealth  ? 

“ My  Lord,  I know  not  if  I shall  live  to  see  the  effects  of  either 
peace  or  war,  yet  I cannot  hinder  myself  from  thinking  and 
wishing  so  long  as  I live,  and  I must  adventure  to  say  that 
unless  the  King  do  speedily  take  upon  him  the  Government,  and 
govern  us  by  his  prudence,  and  not  l)y  our  humour  ; unless  he 
settle  on  us  a Council  and  officers  who  will  govern  for  the 
common  good,  and  not  private  ends,  not  in  heat,  l)ut  in  modera- 
tion ; unless  he  send  us  competent  forces  to  sustain  an  Irish 
attack  or  intestine  insurrection  ; unless  ships  l)e  sent  to  secure 
the  seas  betwixt  this  and  Ireland ; and  unless  an  effectual  course 
l)e  taken  to  prevent  or  dissipate  an  Highland  insurrection;  the 
King’s  affairs  may  he  disturbed  and  this  country  ruined, 
whatever  he  the  last  effects,  and  the  very  disreputation  of  a war 
in  Britain,  althougli  it  were  hut  in  the  Highlands,  will  no  doubt 
animate  our  enemies  and  discourage  our  friends,  and  perhaps 
produce  more  evils  than  I am  willing  to  nominate  (?). 

“As  to  this  last  point  of  the  Highlands,  it  were  much  easier  to 
prevent  their  rising  than  to  suppress  them.  If  the  Marquis  of 
Atholl,  the  Earls  of  Argile  and  Broad  Alhin  in  the  South 
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Highlands,  the  Earl  of  Marr,  Strathnaher,  Grant,  Lovat,  and 
what  little  help  I could  give  them,  in  the  North  Highlands, 
should  act  cordially  in  the  King’s  service,  I doubt  not  hut  we 
might  keep  the  Highlanders  from  doing  any  great  mischief;  at 
least,  I am  sure  I could  have  hindered  many  in  the  North  from 
joining  with  the  Papists.  Of  this  I spoke  a little  to  the  King  at 
Whitehall,  and  proposed  all  this  here  before  I did  fall  sick,  l)ut 
Duke  Hamiltoun  and  others  were  not  of  opinion  that  we  should 
leave  the  meeting,  and  I myself  was  very  willing  to  stay,  l)ut  all 
of  us  by  our  stay  could  not  do  so  much  good  here,  as  by 
preventing  of  ill  there.  One  reason  I had  to  draw  me  North, 
was  to  have  secured  my  unhappy  son,  who,  what  l)y  his  distracted 
religion  and  his  anger  at  my  giving  my  estate  to  his  brother  on 
his  change,  may  I fear  irritate  him  to  mad  actings  ; hut  1 hope 
few  of  my  relations  will  follow  him  in  them,  and  I think  none, 
though  he  should  play  the -fool.  And  I have  written  to  all  the 
Earl  of  Seafort’s  friends,  so  as  I hope  they  will  not  engage  in  his 
bad  cause. 

“ I expected  not  strength  to  have  said  so  much,  when  I did 
begin.  I have  not  strength  to  say  more,  and  I believe  my  next 
foot  shall  pa}^  me  for  saying  so  much  ; and  therefore  I shall  end 
with  expostulating,  why  so  great  delays  in  sending  our  vote  to 
the  King  and  Queen  ? What  can  we  design  in  acting,  being  a 
body  without  a head  ? What  means  (sir)  such  limitations  on  a 
King  whom  we  have  so  little  reason  to  doubt'?  And  why  do  we 
delay  our  own  security,  and  England’s  satisfaction,  by  trusting 
ourselves  in  the  same  hands  as  they  have  done  ? These  things 
occasion  great  thoughts  in  many,  and  give  real  trouble  to,”  &c. 

[Lord]  Melvill  to  King  [William]  . 

[1689,]  April  16. — “ I desired  my  Lord  Staires  and  Mr. 
Castaires  to  give  you  an  account  of  what  passed  in  our  Conven- 
tion, Thursday  last.  I could  have  wished  our  Instrument  of 
Government  had  been  otherwise  in  some  things,  hut  it  could  not 
be  helped  unless  we  should  have  made  longer  delay  ; there  was 
but  too  much  before,  which  hath  been  occasioned  jiartly  by  too 
many  self  designs,  and  partly  by  humour,  not  to  say  worse. 

“ Upon  your  Majesty’s  being  proclaimed  here  that  night,  there 
has  not  been  so  general  and  cordially  {sic)  joy  expressed  of  a 
great  many  years,  though  but  too  many  disaffected  likewise  ; but 
there  is  a wonderful  change  in  the  countenance  of  people  since 
from  what  was  the  day  before. 

“ Our  affairs  were  in  a very  bad  condition  not  long  ago,  and 
yet  we  are  in  as  much  hazard  as  we  are  worth,  should  the  late 
King  attack  us  before  we  have  sufficient  assistance  from 
England.  Your  Majesty  may  justly  think  it  strange 
that  we  should  not  only  have  proclaimed  you  and  the 
Queen  for  our  King  and  Queen,  and  an  Instrument 
of  Government  in  some  kind  annexed  as  a qualification, 
and  in  some  manner  the  condition,  without  ever  acquainting 
your  Majesties  to  know  whether  you  were  satisfied,  &c. ; as  also 
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that  this  proclamation  should  have  been  printed  and  published  so 
soon,  so  that  the  Court  of  Vienn  may  have  an  account  of  our 
procedure  before  your  Majesty  have  it,  in  such  a way  [thjat  it 
ought  to  have  been  signified  to  you ; for  private  accounts  you 
are  not  obliged  to  regard,  and  may,  if  there  be  any  such,  be  but 
for  private  designs.  All  I shall  say  to  this  (for  it  will  suffer  an 
apology),  [is,]  that  our  actions  may  justly  seem  to  be  incompre- 
hensible to  those  who  live  at  a distance,  and  too  many  of  our- 
selves does  [do]  not  well  understand  ourselves,  our  interest,  or 
our  duty,  but  I desire  not  to  lay  open  the  nakedness  of  my 
country. 

“There  is  one  IMr.  Jlridy  apprehended,  wlio  was  servant  to  the 
Earl  of  iMurray  once,  I know  not  if  to  IMelford,  who  was  in 
France  with  the  late  King,  was  sent  to  England  and  to  Scotland, 
was  here  with  the  Duke  of  Gordon  and  the  late  Chancellor 
Perth,  from  thence  went  to  Ireland*  to  K[ing]  .Jfames],  brought 
back  many  letters  to  several  persons  and  KTing]  .T[ames’s] 
declaration,  which  were  all  sealed ; whether  all  have  come 
to  our  hands  I know  not ; some  says  [say]  otherwise.  I was 
called  amongst  some  others  to  [a]  review  of  the  papers,  and  after- 
wards to  l)e  a witness  to  the  examination  of  the  person,  but  I 
must  say  I cannot  be  altogether  satisfied  with  the  methods  we 
take.  I will  not  say  that  some  of  us  desire  not  to  win  (-s-ic)  to 
the  bottom  of  this  affair,  and  that  all  that  is  in  it  may  l)e  bi'ought 
to  light ; but  if  not  so,  we  use  not  all  the  prudence  in  the  world 
in  managing  our  business.  By  what  we  have  seen,  the  Earls  of 
Balcarras  and  of  Dundie  are  the  persons  [who]  seem  to  be  most 
entrusted  by  the  late  King. 

“For  this,  Brydy  was  directed  first  to  Balcarras,  then  to  Earl 
Dundee,  to  be  directed  by  them,  Ac. ; yet  such  has  been  our 
management  that  though  they  were  known  to  be  highly  dis- 
affected, they  were  let  slip,  as  many  others.  To  wrett  [write] 
all  what  hath  been  our  way  and  method  would  be  but 
tedious.  We  have  l)een  alarmed  of  a good  while  from 
several  places  of  the  kingdom,  but  not  any  rational  way  taken 
for  our  security  ; it  hatli  been  desired  to  be  looked  to  often, 
but  neglected.  Jhit  tins  discovery  being  so  palpable,  Ac., 
it  was  moved  that  some  of  those  chiefly  concerned 
and  most  dangerous  might  be  secured,  and  it  might 
have  been  easily  done ; it  was  offered  to  take  1 )undee  and 
some  others  of  the  activest  of  that  party,  which  though  not 
directly  and  absolutely  {sic),  yet  not  so  listened  to  as  one  might 
rationally  judge  it  was  much  desired.  However,  since  there 
was  a professed  willingness  such  should  be  secured,  there  was 
an  order  given  by  D[uke]  Ham[ilton]  to  secure  Balcarras  and 
some  gentlemen  in  the  County  of  Five,  qr.  [where]  some  few  of 
Leven's  men  were,  and  that  was  immediately  set  about,  before 
any  advertisement  could  be  given  by  any,  and  they  are  all 
brought  i)risoners  to  this  town  this  night,  except  one  gentleman, 
not  of  much  significancy,  who  escaped,  not  having  hands 
enough,  and  wanting  his  officers,  and  some  of  the  best  of  those 

* •'  With”  struck  out. 
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come  down  sick,  though  one  of  his  own  great  comrades  and  his 
brother-in-law’s  brother  be  one  [of]  them[,]  Lev.  {sic)  Col. 
Balfour  : he  would  have  undertaken  to  have  secured  the  Earl  of 
Bundle  likewise,  if  some  had  pleased. 

“ I suppose  the  account  of  this  discovery  made  may  [be  ?] 
sent  to  your  Majesty  [by?]  such  as  some  pleases.  We  have 
not  yet  appointed  any  to  wait  on  your  Majesty  with  the  offer  of 
our  Crown,  and  our  Convention  is  adjourned  to  Tuesday.  There 
is  briguing  enough  who  shall  be  the  persons.  I have  never 
concerned  myself  to  be  one  of  the  number,  though  I wish  your 
Majesty  as  well  as  any  in  the  Convention. 

“We  have  had  since  I came  here  many  foolish  debates  and 
janglings,  trifled  away  much  time,  though  we  had  no  reason, 
considering  our  danger,  for  if  there  had  been  one  man  of  l^rains 
and  courage  amongst  [those  ?]  of  the  late  King’s  party,  as  things 
have  been  managed,  the  kingdom  in  probability  had  been  lost. 

“We  have  yesterday  made  ourselves  prisoners  by  passing  a 
vote  that  none  should  go  out  of  the  kingdom  without  liberty 
from  the  Convention,  and  this  day  there  hath  several  wild 
proposals  been  made  in  relation  to  such  who  shall  be  employed 
to  wait  on  your  Majesty.  I fancy  much  of  this  hath  been  in 
relation  to  me,  lest  I should  come  up,  but  they  mistake  my 
humour  far  ; but  I can  compliment  none  of  them  how  great 
soever,  and  my  way  suits  not  with  the  designs  of  many.  I 
thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  with  this,  not  that  I have 
any  inclination  to  travel  more — I may  be  wearied  of  that  kind 
of  life — but  if  I should  think  that  your  Majesty’s  service 
and  the  public  interest  required  my  waiting  on  you, 
that  I resolve  not  to  trouble  myself  whether  the 
Convention  give  me  liberty  or  not,  since  I see  there  is  more  of 
selfish  designs  in  this  their  way  than  anything  else ; and  if 
[I]  durst  presume  to  be  so  bold,  I would  beg  of  your  Majesty 
that  you  would  consider  well  upon  the  settling  this  poor  country. 
Things  are  not  as  I could  wish  in  it,  and  any  wrong  step  in  the 
beginning  will  not  be  so  easily  recovered.  Your  Majesty  may 
easily  cure  many  of  our  distempers,  and  needs  not  value  as  to 
persons  what  some  may  represent  to  you  otherwise  than  in  effect 
they  are ; if  jmu  take  right  measures  at  first,  your  Majesty  may 
easily  prevent  and  frustrate  the  foolish  and  selfish  designs  of 
some  pragmatical  people. 

“If  your  Majesty  has  time  to  allow,  you  may  call  for  the 
bearer,  Mr.  Lokart,  who  will  give  you  some  account  of  our 
present  affairs,  which  are  bad  enough. 

“Your  Majesty  need  not  be  much  stumbled  at  our  Instrument 
of  Government  and  grievances,  which  are  other  than  I could 
have  wished,  but  they  are  loosely  drawn,  and  may  be  helped  in 
Parliament  what  dissatisfies.  For  the  word  forfaultry  in  vacancy 
of  the  Crown,  we  could  hardly  otherwise  secure  your  interest,  and 
it’s  not  the  Convention  forfaults ; they  take  no  such  thing  upon 
them,  only  declares  (sic)  that  the  K[ing]  hath  forfaulted  his 
right.  We  have  some  pragmatical  persons  who  have  strange 
schemes  of  government  in  their  [minds  ?]  and  tongues,  but  if  we 
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be  quit  of  the  late  King’s  invasion,  these  things  may  quickly 
evanish  ; but  there  are  so  many  in’etenders  to  places,  preferments, 
&c.,  that  it  does  greatly  disturb  affairs. 

“ I dare  not  take  upon  me  to  give  your  IMajesty  any  advice ; 
you  know  I neither  am  nor  pretend  to  be  a statesman.  I pray 
God  Almighty  give  your  Majesty  counsel,  and  bless  and  preserve 
3'ou.  You  have  great  need  to  make  a good  choice  in  naming  your 
officers  of  State  and  Council,  so  n.s  men  lit  to  serve  your  IMajesty 
and  their  country  be  employed,  and  othei’S  as  little  disoldiged  at 
this  time  as  may  [be].  Tins  will  not  want  its  difficulty,  though 
[to?]  defer  a little  in  naming,  at  least  the  completing  these, 
especially  of  beneficial  places,  until  you  be  well  informed,  it  will 
not  be  amiss,  for  often  the  most  proper  persons  are  forgot, 
because  they  do  not  seek  after  things  as  others  ; and  sometimes 
quality  is  not  to  he  looked  to,  if  your  Majesty  can  find  persons 
qualified  for  your  service  ; you  can  put  them  in  a capacity 
otherwise. 

“ As  for  the  Articles  of  the  Instrument  of  Government,  though 
they  are  passed,  and  many  of  them  are  according  to  the  true 
fundamentals  of  the  government,  yet  there  are  some  mixtures 
of  debatable  matters ; however,  they  are  not  to  be  proposed  as 
conditions  of  your  Kingship  (the  contrary  being  declared  in  the 
Convention),  but  as  claims  of  right  to  be  considered  by  K[ing] 
and  Parlpament]  ; so  that  all  your  Majesty  (it  seems)  needs  to 
say  to  this,  is  to  make  a fair  promise  to  concur  with  (sic)  to 
have  all  these,  and  what  further  can  be  judged  fit  for  religion, 
liberty,  and  property,  adjusted  in  Parliament  and  secured  to 
your  peojile  in  the  most  fit  method  ; but  your  Majesty  would 
not  delay  to  accept  the  Government  and  take  the  oath. 
There  may  be  some  occasion  of  scruple  possibly  to  you  in  the 
oath  as  to  the  extirpating  heretics,  but  it’s  only  when  convict  by 
law,  as  you  will  see  ; the  oath  could  not  be  touched  to  change 
this  any  way,  because  one  as  (sic)  a fundamental,  and  that  which 
K[ing]  James  the  YI.,  K[ing]  Ch  [aides]  I.  and  Second  took.  The 
best  way  in  this,  if  your  Majesty  have  any  scruple,  [is]  that  in 
the  next  Parliament  there  be  an  Act  made  prohibiting  to 
prosecute  people  merely  for  their  own  opinions,  when  they 
[do  not?]  trouble  State  or  Church  with  them. 

“ I beg  your  ^lajesty  a thousand  pardons  for  this  and  my 
former  presumption  and  freedoms ; I shall  only  add  this  to 
them,  that  your  Majesty  would  beware  in  employing  great  men 
in  too  eminent  employment,  and  too  pragmatical  men  in  such 
emplo}*ments  where  they  may  be  faschions  [factious  ?]  and 
troublesome. 

“There  would  be  sometliing  done  presently  for  the  peace  of 
the  Highlands,  for  if  once  all  he  inflamed  there,  it  may  [he] 
very  expensive,  and  take  a long  time  before  they  be  reduced.  I 
wish  two  small  frigates  with  some  arms  were  sent  to  cruise  on 
our  east  coast,  which  would  be  of  great  use  and  keep  the  north 
on  the  east  side  [of]  Scotland  in  awe.  I wish  some  money  in 
time  were  bestowed  to  break  the  Highlanders  amongst  themselves. 
I think  Tarbatt  might  be  very  useful  to  help  to  break  their 
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combination,  but  I am  so  l:>lamed,  because  I cannot  be  unnatural, 
and  though  there  were  no  relation  betwixt  us,  that  I cannot  be 
so  revengeful  &c.,  as  others,  that  I shall  say  nothing  to  your 
Majesty  in  this.  You  may  easily  reflect  on  my  way  all 
along,  and  I wish  heartily  that  if  your  Majesty  think  that  I 
have  used  partiality  or  sought  my  own  interest  in  any 
representation  of  person  or  affair,  that  you  would  l>e  pleased  to 
tell  me  freely. 

“ I have  enclosed  here  a letter  Tarbatt  sent  me,  which  1 
thought  fit  to  enclose  to  your  Majesty,  in  wliicli  some  things  are 
good  ; you  know  I do  not  approve  all  of  many  sentiments  ; as 
also  I send  you  his  desire  for  himself,  which  is  his  own  hand,  the 
other  a borrowed,  for  he  is  very  sick  ; your  Majesty  may  do  as 
you  judge  lit.  I am  the  more  shy  liecause  of  my  relation. 

“ I crave  pardon  for  being  so  tedious.” 

[P.S.]  “Your  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  call  for  the  bearer, 
who  can  show  somewhat  of  our  condition,  for  I can  have  no  time 
to  wreat  [write]  what  wei  [we  settled  ’?] ; he  is  one  who  always 
has  been  jealous  for  your  Majesty’s  interest,  even  before  you 
come  (sir)  from  Holland,  and  so  deserves  your  countenance.” 

[The  Duke  of]  Hamilton  to  King  [William]  . 

1689,  April  17,  Holyroodhous. — “ Bo  soon  as  I heard  any 
certain  account  of  the  late  King  .James  being  in  Ireland,  I des- 
patched by  a hying  packet  the  notice  thereof  to  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury.  In  a few  days  after  there  was  taken  one  Mr. 
Bready,  who  some  months  ago  had  come  from  France  with 
letters  to  the  Earl  of  Perth,  and  was  by  him  despatched  to 
Ireland,  and  now  is  returned  with  many  letters  from  the  late 
King  to  all  he  thinks  of  his  party  in  this  kingdom,  and  some 
letters  under  his  own  hand  to  some  in  that  kingdom,  as  the 
letters  and  his  Declaration  w’ill  more  fully  inform  your  Majesty 
of  all  his  designs  ; which  are  all  sent  by  this  bearer,  my  son 
Selkirk. 

“ Sir,  seeing  so  great  designs  laid  down  against  us,  and 
many  ready  to  lay  hold  on  the  oceassion  to  disturb  our  peace,  I 
judged  it  high  time  to  press  on  the  settlement  of  our  Crown  on 
your  Majesty  and  the  Queen,  which  on  Thursday  last  we  got 
done  without  a contrary  vote,  except  one ; and  immediately  there- 
after the  Estates  went  to  the  Crose  of  Edenburgh,  and  pro- 
claimed your  Majesty  and  the  Queen,  King  and  Queen  of  this 
kingdom.  The  Estates  are  not  yet  come  to  a resolution  of  the 
manner  and  way  of  sending  up  to  your  Majesty  for  your  accept- 
ance and  taking  the  oath  proposed  by  them,  there  being  like  to 
be  some  debate  about  it,  which  I will  not  in  this  trouble  your 
Majesty  wdth  the  particulars  of,  but  shall  do  all  I can  to  prevent  it. 

“ Now  give  me  leave  most  humbly  and  heartily  to  wish  your 
Majesty  and  the  Queen  joy  of  being  King  and  Queen  of  this 
kingdom  ; and  that  you  may  both  have  many  long  and  hajipy 
years  to  govern  over  us  shall  be  the  constant  prayers  of,”  &c. 

Signed. 
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[Shrewsbuky  ?]  to  Lord  [Melvill?]. 

1689,  April  25,  Hampton  Court. — “ The  King  has  commanded 
me  to  write  to  your  Lordship  upon  the  occasion  of  what  was 
omitted  in  his  Majesty’s  letter  by  this  post  in  relation  to  my 
Lord  Tarhat's  exoneration  and  promise  of  pardon,  which  his 
Majesty  was  willing  to  have  despatched,  believing  it  for  his 
service  since  it  came  recommended  from  your  Lordship,  though 
it  does  not  otherwise  seem  ready  yet  tor  the  King’s  signature, 
since  the  formality  is  not  passed  of  the  Crown’s  being  offered  and 
accepted,  and  the  person  is  not  named  into  whose  hands  the 
records  should  he  put,  nor  is  there  any  mention  who  are  to 
tender  the  oath  upon  the  delivering  up  of  the  records,  and  what 
directions  are  to  he  given  them  about  it,  which  yet  my  Lord 
Tarbat  in  his  letters  hints  as  necessary  to  he  done.  However, 
the  King  will  have  this  sent  to  your  Lordship  to  show  his  inten- 
tions of  gratifying  my  Lord  Tarhat  as  far  as  you  think  it  advis- 
able to  he  done  ; and  if  any  use  is  to  he  made  of  it  at  present,  it 
is  left  to  you  to  fill  up  the  blanks  with  the  proper  dates,  and 
the  names  of  such  persons  as  are  to  he  inserted.” 

Cop!/. 

[King  William  III.]  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. 

[1689,  April.] — “I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th 
instant,  by  ]Mr.  Lockhart,  which  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  I 
have  long  had  of  your  concerns  for  my  interest  and  service, 
which  I shall  he  as  ready  on  my  part  to  acknowledge  in  any 
occasion  that  may  offer  for  your  satisfaction  and  advantage. 
Though  it  were  to  he  wished  that  in  some  things  the  Convention 
has  [had  ?]  jiroceeded  otherwise  than  they  have  done,  yet  I am 
persuaded  that  no  pains  nor  industry  of  yours  has  been  wanting 
to  prevent  those  errors,  and  I do  agree  with  you  that  something 
is  reasonably  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  gaining  of  time,  since  no 
inconvenience  is  more  irreparable  than  that  of  delay.  Your 
advice  would  be  so  extreme  useful  to  me,  that  if  the  orders  of 
your  Convention  are  not  absolutely  l)inding,  your  presence  here 
would  contribute  so  much  to  my  service,  that  I hope  you  will 
make  what  haste  you  can  hither : and  since  I would  have  you 
take  care  that  that  he  not  greater  than  will  agree  with  your 
health,  I desire  you  will  send  me  an  express  with  an  account  in 
writing  of  your  opinion  of  all  matters  now  depending, 
and  what  may  he  fit  for  me  to  do  in  them,  with  all 
plainness  and  freedom,  which  will  ever  be  most  acceptable  to 
me.  Since  you  think  my  Lord  Tarhatt  can  lie  serviceable  in 
quieting  the  North,  1 hojie  you  will  encourage  his  going  thither, 
and  to  that  end  I have  sent  you  his  discharge  in  the  form  it  is 
desired,  which  you  will  make  use  of  or  not,  as  you  see 
opportunity. 

“ A distribution  of  money  among  the  Highlanders  being 
thought  the  likeliest  way  to  satisfy  them,  1 have  given  orders  for 
five  or  six  thousand  pounds  to  be  sent  to  Major-General  Mackay 
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for  that  purpose,  as  also  for  two  frigates  to  cruise  on  the  north- 
east coast  as  you  desire ; and  hope  in  some  time  our  affairs  will 
be  in  so  good  a posture  tliat  we  shall  he  so  far  from  apprehend- 
ing an  invasion  from  Ireland,  that  we  may  be  in  a condition  to 
send  over  forces  sufficient  to  support  the  British  interest  there.” 
Draft  in  Shreu'shurii’s  hand,  endorsed : “ The  Duke  of 

Shrewsbury  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.”  * 


[King  William  III.]  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. 

[1689,  April.] — “I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  sent  by  my  Lord  Selkirk,  together  with  the  intercepted 
packets,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  many  other  particulars,  I am  to 
acknowledge  your  care  and  prudent  conduct  in  bringing  things 
to  such  a conclusion  that  I hope  to  be  in  a condition  to  consider 
your  services  and  good  intentions  towards  me  in  such  a manner 
as  they  deserve. 

“ It  is  needless  for  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  pressing  on 
what  remains,  or  to  have  a watchful  eye  over  anything  that  may 
appear  to  disturb  the  peace  of  that  kingdom,  which  I am  satisfied 
you  labour  in  with  such  integrity  and  prudence  as  will  always 
engage  me  to  be”  {incomplete) . 

Draft,  in  Shrewshurfs  hand,  endorsed  ; The  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury’s letter  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.* 


Petition  of  Sir  Samuel  Morland,  Bart.,  to  the  King. 

[1689,  June.] — Prays  for  payment  of  300/.  in  arrear  of  his 
pensions,  amounting  to  800/.  yearly,  granted  to  him  by  Charles 
II.  for  saving  that  King’s  life,  when  the  design  of  murdering  him 
was  ready  to  be  put  in  execution,  and  for  other  services.  Is  in 
years,  lame,  and  in  debt. 

Sir  S.  Morland  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1689,  June  18. — Waited  on  Major  Wildman  at  the  General 
Post  Office  on  Sunday  evening ; and  has  since  sent  him  a paper 
of  proposals  by  his  (the  Major’s)  own  agent.  Asks  for  ten  or 
twelve  lines  in  the  King’s  own  hand,  sealed  with  his  seal,  and  for 
five  or  six  sheets  of  the  same  paper,  and  a stick  of  the  same  wax. 
Eefers  to  the  arrears  of  his  pensions. 

Enclosing — 

Copy  of  Sir  Sam.  Morland’s  Proposals. 

1.  Offers,  at  his  own  cost,  to  provide  engines  and  utensils, 
and  to  discover  to  the  King  the  true  secret  of  opening 
letters,  counterfeiting  hands  and  seals,  and  quickly  copy- 
ing long  dispatches  of  foreign  ministers  and  others,  as 
heretofore  discovered  by  him  to  Charles  II. 


* It  rather  appears  to  be  from  the  King. 
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2.  Offers,  at  the  King’s  charge,  to  provide  all  sorts  of 
engines  and  utensils  which  shall  be  judged  necessary  hy 
Major  Wildman,  for  putting  in  practice  all  the  said 
mysteries  at  the  General  Post  Office ; and  to  instruct  others. 

His  severe  usage  in  Prance,  and  losses  since  his  return,  have 
ruined  his  domestic  affairs.  Asks  to  receive  privately  the 
arrears  of  his  pensions,  unpaid  only  by  reason  of  this  late 
Pevolution,  as  apjDears  by  Sir  Eobert  Howard’s  certificate; 
also  for  a dormant  warrant  for  their  payment  in  future. 
Must  search  the  City  and  suburbs  for  able  workmen,  but 
will  so  contrive  that  they  shall  not  know  what  these 
engines  are  designed  for.  Desires  the  return  of  this  paper. 


[Statement  by  Sir  S.  Morland.] 

[1689,  June.] — “ About  two  years  before  the  Pire  of  London, 
Sir  Henry  Bennett  (afterwards  Lord  Arlington)  . . . told  me  that 
the  Spaniards  had  a way  of  sealing  up  their  letters,  so  as  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  open  them  without  being  discovered.  And 
having  heard  that  I pretended  to  those  arts,  for  experiment  sake, 
he  went  into  a private  room,  and  wrote  ten  or  twelve  lines,  and 
sealed  it  up  after  the  Spanish  manner,  and  gave  it  to  me  to  try 
mj'^  skill. 

“ About  two  days  after  I waited  on  him,  and  having  first  given 
him,  in  a loose  paper,  a copy  of  what  he  had  so  written  and 
sealed  up,  I put  into  his  hand  his  own  tetter,  and  four  more. 
All  which  when  he  had  opened  with  all  the  care  imaginable,  and 
could  by  no  means  find  which  was  his  own  hand  and  seal,  he  imme- 
diately left  me  (being  not  a little  surprised  !),  and  acquainted  the 
King  with  what  had  happened,  and  showed  him  all  the  papers. 

“ The  King  being  very  desirous  to  see  the  operations,  a time 
was  appointed,  and  late  at  night  in  the  Secretary’s  Office,  when 
all  the  clerks  and  messengers  were  gone,  I showed  his  Majesty 
and  the  Lord  Arlington  the  operations  of  several  models  in  little ; 
with  which  he  was  so  well  pleased,  that  he  sent  for  the  Post- 
master General,  and  ordered  him  to  prepare  two  rooms  at  the 
General  Post  Office  to  put  these  things  in  real  practice,  which  in 
three  months  after  was  done ; and  the  King  himself,  with  the 
Lord  Arlington  and  one  more,  went  privately  in  a coach  about 
eleven  of  the  clock  at  night  to  the  General  Post  Office,*''  and  there 
stayed  near  three  hours,  to  see  with  admiration  and  very  great 
satisfaction — 

“1.  The  manner  of  opening  (and  that  with  great  ease  and 
expedition)  all  manner  of  seals,  as  well  in  wafers  as  in  wax,  and 
then  closing  and  sealing  them  up  again,  so  as  never  to  be  dis- 
covered by  the  most  curious  eye. 

“2.  The  several  ways  of  counterfeiting  all  sorts  of  seals,  and 
giving  as  sharp  impressions  as  with  the  original  seals  ; which 
is  by  most  men  thought  impossible  to  do,  especially  in  wafers. 


’ “Went  in  a private  gentleman’s  coach  between  10  and  11  at  night  from 
Whitehall  to  the  General  I’Obt  Oflice’  — in  another  paper. 

2CC59  n 
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“3.  Tiie  counterfeiting  all  manner  of  writing,  so  as  to  make 
it  impossible  for  any  person  to  know  or  distinguish  his  own 
handwriting. 

“ 4.  The  sudden  and  exact  copying  out  of  any  writing,  though 
it  be  a whole  sheet  of  paper  close  written  on  both  sides,  for  which 
there  is  little  more  than  one  minute’s  time  required,  and  so 
proportionably,  be  there  never  so  many  sheets. 

“Whereupon,  by  his  Majesty’s  special  order  and  command,  all 
these  things  were  practised  at  the  General  Post  Office,  and  with 
great  advantage  to  the  Crown,  till  such  time  as  the  Fire  of 
London,  by  the  Postmaster’s  negligence  or  design,  consumed  all 
the  machines  and  utensils  belonging  to  those  arts.  And  after- 
wards, the  Lord  Arlington  declining  in  his  interest,  they  were 
never  setup  again  ; the  Postmaster  finding  better  ways  of  making 
his  private  advantages  by  suing  Col.  Whitley  for  twenty- one 
thousand  pounds,  &c.  . . . 

“1.  By  these  arts,  and  by  the  frequent  inspection  of  letters 
when  the  practice  is  unsuspected,  a King  soon  knows  the  temper 
of  all  his  principal  and  active  subjects  throughout  his  dominions. 

“ 2.  If  any  person  be  suspected,  and  his  letters  found,  it’s 
easy  to  make  him  and  his  accomplices  correspond  with  only 
copies,  and  to  keep  their  originals  till  their  designs  are  ripe  for  a 
discovery  and  conviction.  And  this  person  may  sometimes  happen 
to  be  a favourite,  or  a privy  councillor,  or  a great  military  officer, 
and  nearly  concern  the  Prince’s  life  and  government. 

“ 3.  Whereas  all  Ambassadors  and  Foreign  Ministers,  know- 
ing what  is  practised  by  their  own  masters,  are  very  careful  to 
send  all  their  letters  and  dispatches  of  consequence  as  late  as  is 
possible  to  the  General  Post  Office,  that  so  there  may  be  no  time 
given  to  visit  or  inspect  them  ; we  ofttimes  opened  such  dispatches, 
and  copied  out  ten  or  twelve  sheets  in  the  space  of  so  many 
minutes,  and  had  always  time  enough  and  to  spare  to  open  and 
inspect  whatever  was  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  . . . 

“ There  were  always  great  clamours  made  by  public  Ministers 
and  others  for  opening  their  letters  by  one  Mr.  Dorislaus,  who 
had  a salary  for  that  purpose,  but,  alas,  understood  no  better 
ways  than  to  cut  letters  open  with  a penknife,  and  then  drop  wax 
under ; which  was  the  occasion  of  their  sending  their  dispatches 
of  consequence  by  expresses  and  under  merchants’  covers, 
&c.  . . . 

“His  Majesty  may  please  to  employ  me  at  Hampton  Court  in 
setting  up  some  waterworks  there,  and  so  I may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  him  and  your  Lordship  all  things  in  little. 
Afterwards  it  may  be  set  up  both  at  the  General  Post  Office,  and 
also  in  some  private  room  near  your  Lordship’s  Office,  for  many 
times  letters  will  come  to  your  Lordship’s  hands  not  fit  to  send 
to  the  Postmaster.’’  ... 

Ill  MorlancVs  hand. 

There  is  also  a similar  paper  in  a clerk’s  hand,  with  sundry 
variations.  It  begins  with  a statement  that  the  writer  “had 
been  versed  in  affairs  of  State  during  Cromwell’s  government, 
and  afterwards  till  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II.”  It  also  refers 
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to  writing  in  cipher  used  in  foreign  dispatches.  “ This  art  ought 
to  he  put  in  practice  in  the  General  Post  Offices  of  England  and 
Scotland,  and  hereafter  in  the  General  Post  Offices  of  Ireland.” 
Note  at  the  end  of  this  jmper,  in  Shrewshurifs  hand:  “The 
King  made  a very  honourable  answer,  that  Sir  Sam.  should  he 
considered,  hut  he  thought  that  the  secret  ought  to  die  with  him, 
as  too  dangerous  to  he  encouraged.” 

M.  DE  Fontenay  to  Lord  Bath. 

1689,  July  21. — “ Monseigneur, — Ayant  este  commande  du 
Pioy,  par  quelque  pollitique  de  la  Cour,  dont  j [T]  nformeray 
vostre  grandeur,  si  jay  I’honneur  de  Tetitretenir,  de  passer  en 
Irlande,  jay  este  pi’is  par  des  vaiseaux  de  la  flotte  angloize,  et 
})ar  honheur  pour  moy  dens  mon  sort,  jay  este  mis  sur  le  Ijord 
de  l\ronsieur  le  Colonnel  de  Greinfild,  vostre  fils,  que  j’avois  eu 
riionneur  de  voir  en  France  lorsquil  estoit  a Poitiers,  ou,  pendant 
quinze  jours  que  jay  eu  Thonneur  destre  avec  luy,  nous  avons 
eu  quelque  entretien  ensemble  sur  des  affaires  que  beaucoup  de 
raisons  ue  me  permettent  pas  descrire,  et  que  je  reserve  a vous 
dire  de  bouche.  Si  le  Boy  a la  bonte  de  me  faire  conduire  a 
Londres,  ou  de  me  faire  permettre  dy  aller  sur  ma  parolle,  que  je 
tiendrois  religieusement,  y allast  il  de  mille  vyes  pour  moy,  sa 
Majeste  apprendra  des  chozes  de  consequance  de  moy  qui  le 
regardent,  et  quil  serra  bien  ayze  de  syavoir.” 

Endorsed  hi/  Shrewshuri/ : Letter  to  my  Lord  Bath. 


M.  DE  Fontenay  to  Lord  Lansdowne. 

1689,  Sept.  15,  Lanl)alle. — “ Monsieur, — Jay  receu  vostre 
paquet  avec  la  lettre  que  vous  maves  faict  Thonneur  de  mescrire. 
Je  me  suis  rendu  icy  avec  toutte  la  diligence  possible.  Tout  va 
a souhait.  Je  nay  plus  qu'.i  voir  ces  Mess'"®  de  la  religion,  et 
pour  cet  effet  jiray  la  sepmaine  prochaine  en  Poitou,  et  en  suitte 
je  vous  donneray  aduis  de  tout.  Bepuis  mon  arrivee  jay  engage 
dens  nostre  party  un  genteilhomme,  gouverneur  du  duche  de 
Peintievre,  en  Bretagne,  qui  contient  les  villes  de  Lanballe, 
Guingant,  et  Moucontour.  Celia  nous  donne  une  partye  de  cette 
proviii9e.  En  partant  de  Calais  je  {sic)  laisse  ordre  au  S'"  de 
Coursan  d’aller  a Dunquerque  faire  perquisition  de  vos  hardes  et 
equipage.  Je  suis  asseure  que  il  vous  aura  escript  ce  quil  aura 
faict.  Soyes  asseure  quil  ny  aura  rien  de  perdu,  et  que  jy 
apporteray  tons  mes  soins.  Je  suis  fort  en  peine  si  vous  aves 
faict  venir  les  S"  de  Vignolle  et  Forests,  mes  parents,  prisonniers 
sur  la  flotte,  pris  avec  moy.  Jasseure,  sil  vousplaist.  Monsieur  le 
Conte  de  Bathe  de  mes  respecs,  et  le  supplie  de  tenir  tout 
prest  a Plemutt  [Plymouth] , coinme  il  ma  promis,  pour 
lexeqution  de  nostre  entreprize.  Adresses  moy  sil  vous  plaist 
VOS  ordres  a Calais,  au  Sieur  de  Coursan,  que  je  laisse  la  exprest, 
tant  pour  re^evoir  vos  lettres  que  pour  vous  envoyer  les  miennes. 
Vous  aures  la  bonte  de  voir  Mons''  le  Conte  de  Sherisbury,  lequel 
jasseure  de  mes  humbles  respecs ; auquel  vous  ferres,  sil  vous 
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plaist,  s9avoir  de  mes  nouvelles.  La  prochaine  lettre  que  je  mo 
donneray  I’honneur  de  vous  escrire  serra  plus  positive  que 
celle  cy. 

[P.S.]  “ Estant  arrive  a Calais,  m’a  trouve  un  ordre  qui 

m’o]bligea  de  passer  [par]  Paris,  ce  qui  a [diffe]re  mou 
ch]emin  de  deux  jo[urs].” 

Endorsed  hij  Slirewshurij : Monsieur  de  Fontenay’s  letter  to 
Lord  Landsdoon. 

M.  DE  Fontbnay  to  [Lord  Bath]. 

1689,  Sept.  26,  Saumur. — “ Monseigneur, — Jarrive  de  Poitou, 
ou  jay  trouve  une  partye  de  nos  amys,  les  autres  estant  absents. 
Ils  sont  dens  une  si  grande  disposition  de  bien  faire,  quils 
attendent  avee  une  extreme  inpatienqe  que  vous  ayes  la  bonte  de 
leur  donner  occasion  de  la  tesmoigner.  Je  pars  aujourdliuy  pour 
retourner  en  Bretagne,  et  y reconnoistre  toutes  chozes  ; et  afin 
dy  bien  reussir,  jenmene  avec  moy  un  ingenieur  que  jay  gagne. 
Je  ne  negligeray  rien  pour  rendre  les  evenem[ents]  conformes  a 
nos  resolutions  ; et  jaurayl’honneurde  vous  avertir  incessamment 
de  tout,  nayant  pas  de  plus  forte  passion  que  de  vous 
tesmoigner,”  &c. 

M.  DE  Fontbnay  to  [Lord  Bath]. 

1689,  Oct.  6,  Port  Louis. — “ Monseigneur, — Lexes  des  bontes 
que  vous  aves  eu  pour  moy  me  faict  esperer  que  vous  voudres 
bien  vous  employer  aupres  de  Monsieur  le  Conte  de  Sherisbury 
pour  m’optenir  un  passeport  pour  le  navire  nomme  le  Fran§ois 
de  Nante,  du  port  de  deux  cent  tonneaux,  dont  le  maistre  se 
nomme  Auger.  Cest  que  je  pourois  peut  estre  faire  passer  desus 
ma  famille  avant  lexeqution  de  nostre  projet,  joint  que  jay  bien 
cent  tonneaux  de  vin  vieux  de  deux  ans  et  six  vingt  de  cette 
annee.  Ne  pouvant  les  vendre,  jay  donne  ordre  den  faire  des 
eaux  de  vie,  et  selon  touttes  les  apparences  jauray  bien  [de]  9es 
vandanges  icy  faictes,  a quoy  Ion  travaille  presentement,  cent  ou 
six  vingt  tonneaux  de  vin  nouveau,  que  je  voudrois  faire  passer 
en  Angleterre  avant  que  nos  entreprizes  eclatassent.  Ainsi  ma 
famille  et  moy  trouverions  la  de  ces  vins  et  eaux  de  vie  un  petit 
font  pour  nous  servir  an  besoin.  Je  sqay  que  se[ce]  serra  une 
grande  gra^e  que  le  Boy  me  ferra,  veu  les  detfences  que  sa 
Majeste  a faictes  sur  ce  subjet.”  . . . 

M.  DE  Fontenay  to  [Lord  Lansdowne]  . 

1689,  Oct.  6,  Port  Louys. — “ En  allant  au  Port  Louys  jay  este 
attaque  d’une  fiebvre  si  ardente,  que  jay  este  oblige  darester 
quatre  jours  eu  chemin  pour  la  laisser  diminuer.  Je  me  suis  en 
suitte  rendu  a cette  place,  ou  jay  enfin  trouve  un  endroit  faict 
exprest  pour  lexeqution  de  nos  projets  avec  tout  ladvantage  et 
toutte  la  facilite  que  nous  pouvons  desirer.  Je  partiray 
incessament  pour  aller  en  Poitou,  en  donner  la  nouvelle  a nos 
amys,  qui  lattendent  avee  une  impatience  extresme.  Apres  les 
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avoir  veu  jauray  rhonneur  de  vous  escrire  plus  amplement,  et 
je  vons  envoyray  une  carte  des  lieux  que  je  fais  faire  a veue  de 
payep'  ne  pouvant  en  user  autrement  sens  tout  hazarder.  ]\ar 
cette  carte  vous  verres  mieux  touttes  cliozes,  que  je  iie  vous  puis 
escrire,  et  vous  prendres  des  mezures  plus  justes  sur  la  couduite 
que  vous  aures  a tenir.”  . . . 

M.  DE  FoNTENAY  to  SlIREWSEURY. 

1689,  Nov.  29,  Paris.  — “ Monseigneur, — Je  me  persuade  que  la 
mort  de  Madame  la  Contesse  de  Bathe  a mis  un  si  grand  chagrin 
dens  la  famille  que  cella  ma  prive  de  I’honneur  de  regevoir 
reponse  a plusieurs  lettres  que  je  me  suis  donne  rhonneur  de 
leur  escrire  de  Bretagne  et  de  Poitou,  et  mesme  a vostre 
grandeur,  concernant  le  voiage  que  jy  ay  faict,  qui  a este  aussi 
fructueux  que  Ion  le  pouvoit  souhaiter,  car  touttes  chozes  sont 
preparees  a souhait.  II  ne  sagist  presentement  que  destre 
asseure  de  vostre  coste  pour  que  tout  aille  a souhait. 

“ Monsieur  le  Marquis  de  Chateauneuf-Marconney  auroit 
escript  a Mr.  son  fils,  Cap‘"®  dens  vos  trouppes,  pour  tesmoigner 
au  Boy  les  bonnes  intentions  ou  Ion  est  de  de9a,  mais 
il  n’a  oze  confier  un  secret  de  cette  inportaii9e  a sa  plume. 
Pour  moy,  chaque  toys  que  jescris  jenvoye  un  exprest  a 
Calais  dentre  nous,  qui  met  luy  mesme  mes  lettres  entre 
les  mains  du  Capitene  du  paquetboot  lors  quil  senbarque ; 
et  la  jay  un  nomine  Coursan,  que  je  tiens  la  exprest  pour  prendre 
mes  lettres,  et  me  les  envoyer  par  exprest.  Honores  moy,  sil 
vous  plaist.  Monseigneur,  dun  mot  de  reponse,  laquelle  je  ferray 
voir  et  communiqueray  aux  interresses  du  party,  qui  sens  cella 
doubteroient  de  la  protection  du  Roy,  telle  que  je  leur  ay 
denon9ee  de  la  part  de  S.  M. 

“ Nous  n’aurons  pas  eu  si  tost  rhonneur  de  vos  ordres  que 
partye  de  nos  !Mess''^  et  moy  chercherons  les  moyens  daller 
conferer  avec  vostre  grandeur,  ou  gens  de  sa  part,  afin  de  faire 
un  traitte  signe.  Cest  la  resolution  qui  a este  prise  dens  nostre 
assemblee.  Honores  moy  done  au  plus  tost.  Monseigneur,  dun 
mot  de  reponse,  que  vous  adresseres,  sil  vous  plaist,  au  S'"  de 
Coursan,  a Calais.  Je  pourray  moy  mesme  y estre  pour  lattendre 
avec  autant  dinpatience  que  je  suis,”  &c. 

Seal  of  arms.  Postmark:  No.  30.  Endorsed:  Bee.  the  30th 
of  Dec. 

[Proposal  of  M.  de  Fontenay.] 

[1689,  Nov.] — “ Sur  la  proposition  et  tres  humble  suppli- 
cation faicte  a sa  Majeste  par . 

“ File  est  tres  humblement  suppliee  d’asister  au  besoin  la 
Compagnie  interessee  d’armes  propres  a armer  six  mille 
homines  d’infenterie  dens  le  temps  dont  Ion  conviendra. 

“ De  foiirnir  equipage  pour  transporter  des  trouppes  de  Poitou 
a , qui  serra  un  trajet  de  qiiatre  heiires. 

* “ A veue  de  pais  ” = hastily,  without  certainty;  Cotgrave 
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“ De  fournir  vivres  et  munitions  dens  les  temps  necessaires,  sa 
Majeste  en  estant  informe. 

“ D’accorder  ses  commissions  an  Sieur , portant 

pouvoir  de  commander  en  chef  dens  les  places  de  Quinperley  et 
Port  Louys,  ainsy  que  dens  leurs  estandue,  avec  pouvoir  dy 
establir  tels  ofliciers  quil  jugera  a propos. 

“ Quil  plaira  a sa  Majeste  davoir  en  consideration  le  projet 
contenu  dens  une  requeste  qui  luy  serra  presentee  de  la  part 
dens  {sic)  interresses  au  subjet  des  privileges  quil  plaira  au  Eoy 
leur  accorder,  et  les  y maintenir. 

“ Que  la  paix  se  faisant  entre  la  France  et  langleterre,  sa 
Majeste  aura  la  bonte  de  se  souvenir  desdicts  interresses,  et  de 
leur  promettre  de  ne  les  point  abandonner. 

“ Que  les  suppliants  ne  demanderons  (sic)  ny  ne  recevront 
aucunes  choses  que  au  prealable  ils  ne  se  soient  rendu  maitres 
des  susdictes  plaqes. 

“ Que  de  temps  en  temps  sa  Majeste  nous  honorera  de  ses 
orders  par  Monsieur  le  Conte  de  Bathe,  avec  lequel  nous  entre- 
tiendrons  correspondanqe.” 

In  M.  de  Fontenay' s hand.  Endorsed  by  Shrewsbury : 
Monsieur  de  Fontenay. 

[Shrewsbury]  to  M.  de  Fontenay. 

1689,  Dec.  2. — Monsieur, — Je  n’aurois  pas  manque  de  faire 
reponse  a la  premiere  lettre  que  vous  m’avez  fait  I’lionneur  de 
m’escrire,  si  je  n’avois  pas  apprehendi  qu’une  lettre  sous  mon 
nom  et  ma  main  vous  aurez  {sic)  peu  estre  de  mauvaise  con- 
sequence ; mais  puisque  vous  me  faites  scavoir  que  vous  avez 
establie  une  methode  asseuree  que  celle  cy  vous  vienne  entre  les 
mains,  je  prendray  la  liberte  de  vous  dire  que  jay  communique 
vostre  derniere  lettre  du  29  Novembre  au  Eoy  mon  maistre,  qui 
m’ordonne  de  vous  donner  toutes  les  asseurances  immaginables 
que  tout  ce  que  vous  avez  demande  dans  les  propositions  que 
vous  avez  mis  entre  mes  mains  vous  sera  exactment  observe  ; 
mais  s’il  sera  plus  agreables  {sic)  a ces  Messieurs,  liguez  avec 
vous  dans  cette  affaire,  d’avoir  un  traite  signe,  il  souhaitte  que 
vous  ne  perdez  point  de  tem^^s,  mais  avec  la  premiere  occasion 
que  vous  voudriez  bien  prendre  la  peine  de  passer  icy,  comme 
vous  lu’oposez  vous  mesme.  Je  seriois  bien  aise  de  recevoir  encore 
de  VOS  nouvelles,  et  si  vous  trouvez  bon  de  passer  icy,  d’abord 
que  vous  me  faites  scavoir  la  bonne  nouvelle  de  vostre  arrivee, 
j’aurois  I’honneur  de  vous  venir  trouver  et  conferer  sur  la  grande 
affaire.” 

Autograph  di'aj't,  dated  at  foot : December  2nd,  1689.  On  the 
fly-leaf : Nov.  29,  1689. 


to  the  King. 

1689,  Dec.  25. — • • • “ j think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you 
the  desperate  condition  you  are  brought  into,  by  the  flatterers, 
knaves,  and  villains  you  have  the  misfortune  to  employ.”  The 
seamen,  the  Army,  Parliament,  and  Scotland  are  disaffected. 
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The  causes  are;  first,  “gathering  together  King  James’s  army, 
which  was  dispersed,”  and  refusing  honest  men  ; next,  many  of 
King  James’s  friends  have  been  received  into  his  councils,  and 
the  former  evil  Ministers  are  employed.  “ The  whole  Town  is 
filled  with  infamous  stories  how  they  sell  all  employments  more 
publicly,  and  with  less  shame,  than  in  either  of  the  two  last 
reigns.”  They  would  have  vested  the  regal  power  in  the  Queen 
alone,  &c.  “ This  spirit  that  is  risen  up  against  you  is  spread 

over  England,  as  well  as  about  the  town.”  The  Militia  should 
be  employed  to  prevent  risings. 

“ There  is  another  part  of  your  conduct  which  hath  been  of 
great  prejudice  to  you,  that  you  have  carried  yourself  with  such 
coldness,  slowness,  and  indifference,  in  all  business,  and  between 
all  parties,  [that]  the  hands  and  the  hearts  of  your  friends  have 
been  thereby  weakened,  and  your  enemies  strengthened  against 
you.” 

“ The  proposal  of  settling  a revenue  by  Act  of  Parliament  upon 
the  Princess  x\nne  of  Denmark  was  fortunate  for  your  Majesty, 
for  thereby  you  saw  the  number  of  your  friends.  . . . The 

design  was  plain,  to  give  the  Princess  a great  revenue  and  make 
her  independent  upon  your  Majesty,  that  she  might  be  the  head 
of  a party  against  you.  This  was  laboured  by  the  Tories  and 
High  Churchmen,  and  carried  for  you  by  the  honest  old  Whig 
interest;  ” Ac. 

6 larpe  pages,  clnsclg  written. 


A Milit.^ry  Est.\blishiient. 


1691,  April  21,  Court  at  Whitehall. — “William  R. — Our  will 
and  pleasure  is,  that  this  Establishment  of  Our  Forces  in  the  Low 
Countries  and  parts  beyond  the  seas  do  commence  from  the  1st 
day  of  May,  1691,  in  the  3rd  year  of  our  reign.” 


Per  (Hem. 


A lieutenant  general  - - 4 0 0 

Two  ayds  d’eamp  to  attend 

him  at  lO.s.  each  - - 1 0 0 

Two  brigadiers  at  30s.  each  - 3 0 0 

A secretary,  for  himself  and 

clerk  - - - - 0 15  0 

A chaplain  - - - - 0 6 8 

A physician  - - - 0 6 0 

A chiriirgeon  - - - 0 5 0 

For  contingencies  - - 0 10  11^ 


10  3 74 


Per  annum. 

1460  0 0 

365  0 0 

1095  0 0 

273  15  0 
121  13  4 
109  10  0 
91  5 0 

200  0 0 


3716  3 4 


[Signed ;]  Nottingham,  Jo.  Lowther,  Ri.  Hampden,  Ste.  Fox, 
T.  Pelham. 

Cnpg,  pro}>a}>hi  enclosed  in  Shrewshurif s letter  to  Galwag  of 
28  dulg,  1696.“^  Note  at  foot  : This  establishment  is  paid  here 
in  England. 


* Printed  in  Coxe,  p.  344. 
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To  Henry  Allen  and  William  Sharp,  their  Majesties’ 
Messengers  in  ordinary. 

1691,  July  4,  Court  at  Whitehall. — Warrant  hy  Daniel,  Earl 
of  Nottingham,  &c.,  to  search  for  Mark  Gyle,  and  to  seize  him 
with  his  papers,  for  suspicion  of  high  treason  in  adhering  to 
their  Majesties’  enemies,  and  to  bring  him  before  the  Earl  to  lie 
examined. 

Warrant  to  William  Jones  for  apprehending  Capt.  Paithen 
for  certain  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours.  5 July. 

Like  warrant  to  William  Sutton  for  apprehending  Mr. 

Evans.  Same  date. 

“ There  is  [are]  besides  twenty  such  warrants,  where  the 
christn’d  names  were  left  in  blank.” 

Copy.  Endorsed  hy  Vernon : Copies  of  the  Earl  of  Not- 

tingham’s warrants . 

William  Fuller. 

1692,  April  14,  to  1699-1700,  March  16. — Draft  of  a certilicate 
by  Shrewsbury,  that  Fuller,  in  1689,  went  to  France  and  made 
considerable  discoveries  ; and  four  letters  from  Fuller,  dated  in 
in  the  King’s  Bench,  at  Newcastle,  and  at  Southampton,  relating 
to  his  debts,  &c.  ; with  a certificate  by  Richard  Beel,  under- 
sheriff of  Southampton. 

[Mrs.  Villiers  to  Mrs.  Dundee.] 

[1693,  ,]  Friday  night.  — “Pray  write  to  my  Jjord 

Shrewsbury,  to  desire  to  speak  to  him  tomorrow  night,  at 
wdiat  hour  he  pleases,  or  as  soon  as  it  is  dark,  I wnuld  rather. 
You  are  to  say  something  to  him,  if  you  please,  wdiich  I will  tell 
you  tomorrow  morning,  hut  it  is  nothing  of  great  consequence. 
Pray  let  me  see  you  then.” 

[Mrs.  Dundee]  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1693,  .,]  Friday  night. — “ I received  the  enclosed  this 

minute  ; that  is  excuse  enough  for  me  for  troubling  you  with 
this.  I doubt  not  hut  you  will  comply  with  it,  but  let  me  know, 
however,  wdiether  you  will  or  not.  Don’t  take  notice  that  you 
are  sent  to,  at  least  till  I see  you.” 

Mrs.  Dundee  to  Shrew^sbury. 

[1693,  ,]  Friday  morning. — “ I considered  last  night  at 

least  as  long,  my  Lord,  as  you  did,  and  I must  confess  grew 
every  moment  more  and  more  of  your  opinion  ; therefore  I 
earnestly  ask  your  pardon  for  all  I said  to  persuade  you  to  the 
contrary,  for  I was  so  apprehensive  of  the  agony  your  denial 
will  give  her  that  I did  not  give  myself  leave  to  reflect  enough 
upon  the  great  uneasiness  it’s  very  possible  it  w'ould  involve  you 

* This  paper  is  along  with  several  warrants  dated  1694,  and  was  probably  used 
as  a precedent. 
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in.  But  my  Lord,  if  I had  continued  in  the  same  mind  you  left 
me,  yet  sure  you  could  not  judge  so  's^’rong  of  me  as  to  think  I 
would  not  use  all  my  endeavours  to  ajii^ease  her,  though  I was 
too  angry  then  to  tell  you  so  ; hut  I would  not  have  you  believe 
that  all  my  thoughts  were  upon  this  subject,  for  I had  a thousand 
fears  after  you  were  gone  that  you  might  not  get  safe  home  ; hut 
I am  so  glad  to  hear  you  are  well  that  it  gives  me  new  strength 
to  undertake  this  terrible  journey,  for  I know  I am  sincerely 
your  Lordship’s  humble  servant.” 

On  the  dorse  : “ This  letter  must  be  burnt  for  several  reasons. 
I’ll  write  to  you  when  I get  to  London,  though  I know  not  very 
well  what  direction  will  bring  it  safe  to  3'our  hands.” 

[Mrs.  Villiers  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[1693,  ,]  Mondaj"  morning. — “ I am  not  vain  enough,  my 

Lord,  to  hope  any  reason  I can  give  could  change  you,  but  Hying 
from  hearing  is  a proof  to  me,  as  I am  sure  it  is  to  3'ourself,  that 
3'ou  are  in  the  wrong  ; for  wh}"  should  your  temper  carry  jmu 
from  things  your  judgment  brings  you  to  ? at  least,  why  should 
3'ou  show  so  much  weakness  where  the  nation  is  concerned,  for 
the  first  time  ? I must  sa,y  I am  sorry  for  it,  for  I could  ’a 
thought  3’ou  not  in  the  right  with  more  satisfaction  before  I heard 
you  than  I do  now.  If  you  have  reason,  stay  ; if  you  have  none 
but  what  I heard,  come,  and  be  convinced.  I know  }mur 
character  so  well  that  I writ  [e] , which  I would  not  do  but  to 
3"ourself,  for  to  have  it  known  is  improper,  though  my  design  is 
justice.  If  you  don’t  change,  it  is  impossible  to  think  3’ou 
believe  me  ; and  when  I am  convinced  of  that,  I can  resent  at 
least  in  my  thoughts  equal  to  the  injury  in  3m ur  opinion.  If  3'ou 
come  back,  I wish  3'our  ease,  which  I can’t  but  say  I expect. 
Since  3ml  could  resolve  to  go,  you  need  not  fear  being  persuaded. 
If  not,  I shall  say  that,  that  in  a compliment  I am  only  obliged 
to  do,  that  I am  3'our  Lordship’s  humble  servant. 

“ I don’t  doubt  3’ou  will  I)urn  this  the  moment  you  receive  it.” 

Endorsed  hij  Shreicshurij ; Letters  to  persuade  me  to  be  Secretary 
the  second  time,  from  klrs.  Lundee  and  others. 

[Mrs.  Lundee]  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1693,  .] — “I  fiew  with  3"0ur  letter,  and  though  there 

was  enough  said  to  engage  her  [Mrs.  Yilliers]  to  grant  your 
request,  yet  I’ll  vow  I was  forced  to  beg  heartily  you  may  be 
excused  from  seeing  the  King.  She  has  faithfully  promised  you 
shall  not,  and  I don’t  wonder,  since  you  are  resolved  not  to  serve 
him,  that  you  avoid  seeing  him.  She  is  going  to  Kingsington  at 
5 a clock.  I shall  hear  the  King’s  answer.  If  you  have  any 
curiosity  to  know  it,  appoint  what  time  you  can  come  to  me,  and 
you  shall  hear  it,  for  I am  to  give  it  you.  I am  at  dinner,  there- 
fore forgive  this.  I am  in  great  joy  that  you  will  be  plagued  no 
more,  for,  as  I am  a Christian,  I believe  they  are  very  near  their 
destruction.” 


58 


Mrs.  Villiers  to  [Bhrewsbury]  . 

[1693,  ,]  Monday  night. — (This  is  printed  by  Co.\e, 

p.  19,  except  the  following  passage  in  the  middle  of  the  letter.) 

“ I know  I am  undone  unless  it  succeed,  hut  I am  hut  a little 
part  of  England,  and  I am  willing  to  be  the  first,  since  I am 
persuaded  the  whole  will  follow  soon  without  you.  I am  sure  he 
[the  King]  has  not  passion  enough  left  to  forgive  so  great  a dis- 
aj^pointment,  if  this  fail,  which  can’t  be.” 

Ends  : — “ This  will  engage  me  to  be,  what  I have  wished 
extremely,  your  Lordship’s  humble  servant, 

“ Eliza  : Villiers.” 

[Mrs.  Lundee]  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1693,  ,]  evening,  half  an  hour  after  nine. — “ I know  I 

torment  you,  hut  as  I hope  to  be  saved,  it’s  none  of  my  fault ; for 
Mrs.  Villars  came  to  my  lodgings  this  evening,  hut,  missing  me 
at  home,  she  never  rested  till  she  found  me,  and  begged  I would 
be  once  more  persuaded  to  trouble  you  in  desiring  I may  see  you 
this  night  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  ; because  she  is  willing  I 
should  let  you  know  something  of  that  she  designs  to  say  to  you 
herself,  before  you  see  her  ; for  the  King  is,  I find,  perfectly  fond 
of  you,  and  has  desired  her  to  speak  to  you  herself,  which  she 
intends,  if  you  will  meet  her  here  tomorrow,  at  half  an  hour 
after  four  a clock.  She  is  straitened  in  point  of  time,  and  can’t 
allow  it  to  be  later.  I know  I have  writ  nonsense,  but  I have 
the  chollick,  and  can’t  helji  it.  I wish,  though,  I could  see  you 
tonight,  that  you  may  have  more  time  to  consider,  for  you  will 
be  much  pressed.” 

On  the  dorse : “ Let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can,  if  you  will 
do  what  you  are  desired,  as  to  coming  here.” 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Mrs.  Villiers. 

[16]  93,  Nov.  24. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe,  p.  21,  hut  he  gives 
the  date  as  4 Nov.,  erroneously.  It  is  an  autograph  draft,  in 
which  the  following  passage,  among  others,  is  struck  out.) 

“I  am  in  all  the  confusion  imaginable,  Madame,  to  make 
difficulties  upon  a thing  that  so  many  others  of  greater  merit 
than  I can  pretend  to  would  rejoice  at.  I have  more  gratitude 
than  one  can  express  to  the  King  for  the  favourable  thoughts 
he  has  of  me,  and  no  less  obligation  to  you  for  having  interested 
yourself  so  far  in  it.”  (This  is  at  the  beginning,  before  “It  is  im- 
possible,” etc.) 

Autograph  draft. 

[Mrs.  Lundee  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[1693,]  Nov.  28. — (The  greater  portion  of  this  letter  is  printed 
by  Coxe,  p.  21,  under  the  erroneous  date  of  Nov.  10.  He  omits 
the  following  passage,  at  the  end.) 

“There  is  [are]  some  resolutions  to  be  taken  this  night,  which 
as  soon  as  I know  you  shall  hear.  You  must  burn  the  lady’s  two 
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letters.  She  makes  it  your  request ; she  believes  it’s  all  you  will 
grant  her ; you  are  an  ill  natured  devil,  and  so  adieu.  13c  sure 
you  burn  all  mine.  I believe  she  will  expect  to  see  my  letters* ; 
therefore  if  you  have  anything  to  say  you  would  not  have  her 
know,  write  it  upon  another  piece  of  paper,  horgive  this  long 
letter.  You  may  bear  with  it  in  the  country,  where,  in  this 
weather,  you  can  have  no  diversion  but  drinking  strong  ale  with 
the  parson. 

“Your  letter  came  safe  to  my  hands  this  morning.” 

[Mrs.  Lundee]  to  Shrew'S]5ury. 

[1693,]  Dec.  1. — (The  greater  portion  of  this  letter  is  printed 
by  Coxe,  p.  24,  but  he  omits  the  following  lines  at  the  end.) 

“It’s  past  two  a clock,  and  I am  so  sleepy  the  pen  is  ready  to 
drop  out  of  my  hand  ; let  that  make  some  excuse  for  all  this  stuff. 
I have  a great  deal  to  tell  you  when  I see  you.  Direct  your  letter 
for  Mrs.  Mary  Ghrimes.” 

Addressed : For  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  at  his  house  at 

Eyford,  near  Stow. 

[Mrs.  Yilliers  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[1693,]  Dec.  1. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe,  p.  24,  except  the 
following  sentence  at  the  end.) 

“ I don’t  doubt  but  you  will  burn  my  letter.” 

Endorsed  : Mrs.  Yilliers’s  letter. 

[Mrs.  Dundee  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[1693,]  Dec.  2,  London. — “I  never  had  a letter  that  was  more 
welcome  than  your  last,  for  the  irresolution  you  seem  to  have  now' 
makes  me  hope  you  w ill  soon  fix  upon  what  all  your  friends  thinks 
[think]  so  highly  your  interest  to  accept  of.  Mrs.  Yillars  is  so 
pleased  to  find  there  is  the  least  abatement  of  your  terrible 
obstinacy,  as  she  calls  it,  that  it  has  made  her  lose  all  the 
remains  of  her  resentments  against  you,  and  indeed  express 
herself  after  such  a manner  in  your  favour  that,  partial  as  I am 
for  you,  I know  not  how  to  tell  you  the  particulars  till  I can  l>e 
sure  you  will  do  something  more  to  merit  it  from  her  ; and  the 
consequence  of  that,  my  Lord,  will  give  you  the  ease  you  are  so 
sincere  to  own  you  want  now;  for,  granting  retirement  may  be 
more  agreeable  to  your  temper,  yet  your  judgment  will  always 
upbraid  you  for  neglecting  to  use  those  talents  that  I’rovidence 
has  given  you  a purpose  to  be  beneficial  to  the  rest  of  mankind  ; 
and  sure  they  must  be  favourites  of  Heaven  wdio  is  [are]  qualified 
for  so  noble  an  end  as  serving  their  country,  and  doing  of  good  to 
thousands  o[f]  people.  But  I am  ati’aid,  my  Lord,  my  earnest- 
ness for  the  good  of  the  whole  has  extremely  injured  myself,  and 
instead  of  the  acknowledgments  you  are  pleased  to  make  me  i)i 
your  letter,  I wish  you  had  given  me  your  pardon  for  inter- 
meddling to  the  degree  I have  done  in  this  affair;  for  1 have  both 


* Or  “letter. 
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spoke  and  writ  with  too  much  heat  and  forwardness,  and 
nothing  can  set  me  right  in  your  opinion  but  only  knowing 
me  better ; by  which,  I flatter  myself,  you  will  perceive  that  my 
zeal  for  my  friends  makes  me  forget  those  necessary  rules  that 
would  preserve  myself  from  censure.  I know  none  would  give 
me  more  trouble  than  yours,  because  I am  so  very  much  your 
humble  servant. 

[P.S.]  “ I expect  to  see  you  in  two  days.  The  K[ing]  suffers 

by  Avaiting  for  you,  for  his  enemies  say,  ’tis  to  put  in  my  Lord 
Not[tingham]  again.” 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Mr.  Wharton. 

1693,  Dec.  2. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe,  p.  25.  It  is  an 
autograph  draft.) 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Mrs.  Villiers. 

1693,  Dec.  2. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe,  p.  26,  except  the 
postscript.  It  is  on  the  same  sheet  as  the  preceding.) 

[P.S.]  “ You  may  be  sure  your  command  is  observed  in 

burning  your  letters.” 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Mrs.  Dundee. 

1693,  Dec.  18. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe,  p.  27.  It  is  an 
autograph  draft.) 

[Shrewsbury  to  Mrs.  Villiers.] 

[16]  93,  Dec.  25. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe,  p.  29.) 


[Mrs.  Dundee  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[1693,  ,]  Monday,*  one  o’clock. — (This  is  printed  by  Coxe, 

p.  28,  under  date  of  Thursday,  ! 26  Dec.  1693  ; but  that  date  iS" 
not  given  in  the  original.) 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

[16] 93  [-4],  March  6,  Tu[esday],  Whitehall. — “Committee 
of  Jersey. 

“ The  officers  of  the  Ordnance  say  they  can  make  no  true 
estimate  before  they  send. 

“ That  was  prove[d]  too  late  for  the  present  danger.  Kesolved, 
to  lay  before  the  King  that  an  engineer,  workmen,  tools,  and 
2000  (sic)  be  sent  with  all  speed,  to  be  laid  out  to  the  best 
advantage  to  the  Islands. 

“ Quere  of  my  own,  whether  a few  frigates  immediately  dis- 
patched might  not  be  necessary. 


*The  writer  begiin  to  write  Su  [nday] , but  struck  it  out. 
f 26  Dec.,  1693,  was  a Monday. 
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“ The  letter  writ  upon  this  to  Lord  Sydney  was  sliowed  the 
Lord  President  [the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen],  and  approved 
before  sent.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1693 [-4],  March  18,  Kensington. — “Committee  of  Council. 

“ Sir  Paul  Ricaut’s  letter  to  Mr.  Vernon  of  the  9th  of  March 
was  read,  and  directions  given  to  know  more  particulars  of  what 
the  Swissers  are  who  desire  to  go  for  Ireland. 

“ The  petition  of  Guernsey  being  read,  my  Lord  Monmouth’s 
officers  are  to  he  directed  to  go  to  their  command [s]  there.  And 
care  is  already  taken  for  most  of  their  other  demands. 

“ Upon  representation  of  the  Ordnance,  the  order  of  Council  is 
resolved  to  be  recalled,  and  the  victuallers  are  to  he  directed  in 
Council  to  do  the  service. 

“ Pierre  Guerin  to  be  sent  for. 

“And  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty  are  ordered  to  make  a 
report  of  the  complaint  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sick,  and  to  lay 
it  before  his  Majesty  here. 

“ These  two  last  things  were  directed  tiy  his  Majesty  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  by  word  of  mouth. 

“ And  also  that  ships  should  he  sent  to  intercept  the  corn  ships.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand.  Endorsed  : klarch  the  9th  {sic). 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  March  25,  Kensington. — “ Committee.  King,  Lord 

Steward,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Rochester,  Lord  Sidney,  Mr.  Secretary,  Sir 
Ed.  Seymour,  Mr.  Russell. 

“ The  letter  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  24th  of  March,  concerning 
the  Com[missioners]  of  Sick  and  Wounded,  being  read,  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  directed  to  make  a full  and  distinct 
reiiort  of  the  whole  accusation,  whereas  this  is  hut  one  particular. 

“ Mr.  Secretary  informs  me  that  Consul  Butts’  proposal  for 
some  small  ships  in  the  North  Seas  has  heretofore  lieen  laid 
before  this  Committee.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  April  8,  Kensington. — “ Committee.  The  King,  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  Lord  President,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Lord  Sydney,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Godolphin,  Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Secretary,  Sir  Ed.  Seymour. 

“ A letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Sick  and  Wounded, 
dated  the  6th  of  Ajiril,  94,  directed  to  me,  and  a paper  delivered 
in  to  me  by  Doctor  Wellwood,  endeavouring  to  prove  a trade  with 
Prance  upon  Win.  Churchil  and  S.  Alston. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  ordered  that  a ship  should 
be  sent  to  bring  over  these  [those?]  prisoners  that  could  he 
depended  upon  not  to  trade. 


62 


“Direction  given  to  the  Treasury  to  make  some  report 
concerning  the  Farthing.” 

In  Shrewsbury'’ s hand. 

[Henry,  Lord]  Capel,  [Lord  Justice  of  Ireland,]  to 
Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  April  12,  Dublin  Castle. — “ I was  much  sui’2)rised  by 
my  Lord  Canterbury’s  the  last  post,  who  tells  me  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln’s  (sic)  comes  not  over  to  be  Archbishop  here  ; which  I 
exjdain  to  be  that  the  good  Bishop  has  been  drilled  on,  with  such 
a hopes,  till  my  Lord  Chancellor  [Sir  Charles  Porter]  and  our 
friend  Lord  S[ydney?]  has  obtained  it  for  the  Bishop  of  Kildaire. 
My  Lord,  if  this  be  true,  you  will  signally  serve  the  King  by  putting 
a stop  to  it,  for  there  cannot  be  a more  dangerous  man  to 
frustrate  the  ends  {sic)  1 am  sure  I aim  at,  which  is,  to  heal  all 
parts  in  order  to  a fuller  strength  amongst  ourselves,  to  oppose 
our  common  enemy.  Lord  Keeper  [Somers]  will  give  you  a fuller 
account  of  him  from  my  former  letters,  and  [I]  doubt  not  but  will 
join  with  you.  Besides,  my  Lord,  let  the  King  depend  upon  it, 
he  is  a rank  Jacobite.” 

E.  the  17th  of  AjDril,  1694. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  April  15,  Kensington.^ — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Kochester,  Lord 
Godolphin,  Sir  Ed.  Sey[mour],  Mr.  Secretary,  Mr.  Eussel,  Lord 
President,  Lord  Portland,  Lord  Sydney. 

“ The  Dutch  Amb  [assador’s]  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  being  read 
and  delivered  to  me,  I was  ordered  to  take  care  that  if  any  of  the 
men  were  detained,  the  Admiralty  should  see  them  released. 

“ The  Swedish  Secretary’s  memorial  being  read,  to  desire  a 
pass  for  the  Wyn  fatt  (?),  I was  directed  to  speak  with  him,  to 
see  if  it  would  give  any  satisfaction  to  the  Court  of  Swedland  in 
case  it  w'ere  granted. 

“ Lady  Wheeler’s  petition  w^as  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  Admiralty,  to  know  what  may  be  done  by  the  rules  of  the 
Navy. 

“ I represented  from  the  Com[missioners]  of  the  Post  Office 
that  so  many  privateers  were  betw'een  the  Dutch  coast  and  Har- 
wich, that  the  packet-boat  could  not  pass,  and  they  doubted 
much  (?)  that  another  boat  was  lost.  Nothing  was  ordered  upon 
it. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Ad[miralty]  delivered  their  report  upon  the 
Com[missioners]  of  Sick  and  Wounded,  and  upon  the  petition  of 
the  Com[missioners]  they  are  ordered  to  be  heard  at  a Com- 
mittee, when  the  whole  Council  are  to  be  summoned. 

“The  Turkey  merchants  being  called  in,  desire  their  ships  that 
have  escaped  may  go  forwards.  They  complain  of  my  Lord 
Paget’s  raising  money  upon  them,  and  desire  to  know,  if  any 
should  resolve  to  venture  again,  whether  they  may  have  a con- 
voy about  September.  They  were  directed  by  the  King  himself 


to  resolve  among  themselves,  and  then  apply  to  the  Government, 
and  they  need  not  question  but  everything  possible  would  he 
done  to  support  that  trade. 

“They  press  hard  that  their  ships  in  the  Straits  might  take 
their  venture  and  go  on,  but  nothing  is  resolved  upon  that  till 
the  foreign  news  arrives,  there  l)eing  now  three  posts  wanting.” 
In  Shrewshurfi's  hand. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  April  17,  Whitehall. — “ Yours  of  the  l“2th  of  April, 
which  I received  this  morning,  has  given  me  an  occasion  to 
acknowledge  the  favour  of  that  of  the  14th  of  the  last  month.  . . 
I should  very  carefully  and  zealously  have  represented  your 
thoughts  to  his  Majesty,  hut  that  I conclude  what  you  appre- 
hended has  not  happened,  for  the  Gazette  has  informed  me  that 
the  Archbishop  of  Cassells  is  removed  to  Dublin,  and  my  Lord  of 
Canterbury  and  my  Lord  Keeper  tell  me,  since  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln  declined  it,  they  think  it  is  well  disposed.  . . 

“ I cannot  but  think  that  a Parliament  would  much  conduce  to 
the  satisfaction  and  settlement  of  that  kingdom,  and  might  be  so 
managed  by  your  prudence  and  popularity,  which  are  both  much 
extolled  here,  that  the  heats  of  the  last  Session  might  he 
avoided.”  . . . 

Autocjraph  draft. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  April  ‘22,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
President,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Chainherlain,  Lord  Kochester, 
Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Sydney,  Mr.  Bussel, 
Mr.  Secretary. 

“Being  proposed  that  a Parliament  in  Ireland  should  be 
called,  Mr.  Secretary  was  directed  to  write  to  the  Justices  to 
deliver  their  opinion  whether  the  Parliament  will  insist  upon  the 
right  of  beginning  i\roney  Bills,  as  they  did  the  last  Sessions. 

“ The  Turkey  merchants  again  press  that  their  ships  with  any 
small  convoy  may  proceed  on  their  voyage.” 

In  Stirewsburi/s  hand. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  April  29,  Dublin  Castle. — “This  bearer,  my  Lord, 
Chief  Justice  Pine,  I can  better  intrust  in  acquainting  your 
Lordship  with  my  thoughts  in  calling  a Parliament,  than  any- 
thing of  my  own  expressions  ; for  he  is  true  to  the  interest  we 
professed  in  this  Kevolution,  and  knows  my  thoughts  thereupon. 
You  must  bear  with  the  warmth  with  which  Ins  temper  is 
attended,  which  none  can  better  allay  than  yourself,  and  then  I 
am  sure  the  public  will  be  benefited  by  your  conferences,  and  I 
shall  be  satisfied  that  I have  done  good  offices  to  my  country  by 
bringing  you  acquainhul. 


“ Mr.  Armeror  has  delays  in  his  own  business,  caused  by  the 
mismanagement  of  friends,  hut  in  time  I hope  your  desires  shall 
be  observed. 

[P.S.]  “ I desire  you  will  give  credit  to  Sir  Eob.  King,  who 

is  a man  of  great  virtue  and  true  to  this  interest.” 

Ee.  the  19th  of  May,  1694. 

Admiral  Eussell  to  Shrew'sbury. 

1694,  May  3,  Bretania,  at  St.  Helen’s. — “I  confess  ’tis  a very 
ill  excuse  to  my  dear  Lord  Shrousbury  to  tell  him  business  has 
hindered  me  from  doing  what  I suppose  all  London  has  done, 
wishing  you  joy  of  what  I read  in  the  Gazet ; but  1 am  very  sure, 
and  I hope  you  believe  me,  that  no  friend  or  servant  you  have  in 
the  world  is  more  sincerely  delighted  at  what  pleases  you  than 
myself ; and  [if]  ’twas  possible  to  wish  a man  better  fortune  in 
every  respect  than  I do  myself,  ’tis  to  you  I would  wish  it ; and 
that  I may  live  to  see  some  of  the  race  of  a man  I from  my  heart 
love,  I hope  you  will  enter  into  the  honourable  state  of  matrimony, 
provided  you  can  find  a woman  whose  fortune  will  considerably 
add  to  yours.  So  much  for  this  subject. 

“ I won’t  trouble  [you]  much  with  our  sea  affairs  ; what  I 
have  to  say,  you  will  see  it  from  Sir  Armstead  (?)  ; but  I am  going 
to  sea  with  the  ships  [of  which  ?]  I sent  a list  up,  and  it  has 
been  a trial  of  my  diligence  to  get  them  ready,  though  the  King 
thinks  me  lazy.  The  want  of  paying  the  Fleet  in  due  time  has 
been  a most  horrid  trouble  to  me.  I could  not  bring  myself  to 
carry  ships  to  sea,  and  the  men  unpaid,  when  hundred  [s]  of 
poor  women  w'as  [were]  waiting  for  their  husbands’  money,  to 
support  their  children  and  families. 

“ I am  afraid,”  &c.  [T7;e  rest  is  jprinted  hij  Coxe.'] 

Ee.  May  the  4th. 

The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Secretary  Blathwayt.’'-* 

[16] 94,  May  8,  London. — “I  hope  this  will  find  you  safely 
arrived  on  the  other  side  the  water,  and  the  inconveniency  at 
land  recompensed  by  a good  passage  at  sea.  On  the  5th  of  this 
month  two  foreign  packets  arrived  together,  and  bring  little 
worth  communicating  to  you,  except  some  expressions  in  a letter 
from  Mr.  [James]  t Cressett,  dated  Zell,  the  24th  of  April,  which 
possibly  may  be  worth  his  Majesty’s  being  acquainted  with.  His 
words  are  these  : — 

“‘I  teas  yesterday  at  W[aT]cheren,  ichere  the  Duke  {who  is 
always  pleased  to  he  free  in  his  discowrse)  tallied  much  to  me 
concerning  his  had  neighhours  the  Danes,  telling  me  he 
greatly  wondered  how  any  of  the  Allies  could  in  the  least 
entertain  the  smcdlest  hopes  of  doing  any  good  with  that 
Court,  -which  expected  only  French  money  to  begin  a,  new 
diversion  in  these  parts.  His  jealousies  making  him  ever 


* Shrewsbury  always  ealls  him  “Mr.  Blaithwayt in  the  endorsements, 
f Historical  MSS.  Reports,  I. 
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uneast/  on  that  point,  his  Hif/hness  is  apt  to  apjo'eiiend  a 
too  Jarourahle  disposition  in  England  and  Holland  for  that 
Croirn.  I was  more  surprised  when  his  Highness  began  to 
argue  rerg  zealouslg  for  peaee,  and  txdd,  me  he  thought  the 
Allies  ought  to  give  some  sort  of  Project  for  it,  before  the 
campaign  began.' 

“ I find  by  Mr.  Greg’s  letter  of  the  '24tli  of  April  from  Copen- 
hagen that  he  has  given  you  the  same  account  he  has  sent  to  me 
of  the  corn  shi])s  designing  to  part  very  suddenly  from  those 
l^arts.  I have  given  the  Admiralty  an  account  of  it,  but  whether 
they  have  ships,  or  power  to  dispose  of  them,  to  do  any  such 
sendee,  I cannot  determine.  As  soon  as  I have  an  opportunity 
I shall  also  lay  it  before  her  Majesty,  and  think  it  would  be  of 
great  use  if  the  French  could  be  disappointed  of  this  supply. 

“ My  Lord  Faulkland  has  ai)plied  to  me  to  prepare  his  warrants 
and  other  papers  for  his  dispatch  to  Holland.  I perceive  he 
expects,  and  I suppose  his  Majesty  will  make  no  difficulty,  to 
allow  him  the  same  [as]  was  given  to  my  Lord  Durseley,  viz. 
five  pounds  a day  as  Envoye,  and  three  as  Plenipotentiary. 
However,  not  having  received  his  Majesty’s  directions  as  to  the 
last  three  i)Ounds  a day,  I shall  acquaint  the  Queen  with  the 
difficulty,  and  without  her  express  commands  proceed  no  farther 
in  it,  till  I receive  his  Majesty’s  orders  by  you,  which  I desire 
may  be  as  soon  as  conveniently  you  can. 

“ Some  days  before  the  King  went  away,  my  Lord  President 
[Duke  of  Leeds]  told  me  he  had  intelligence  one  Peirson,  a Doctor 
of  Physic,  a short  black  man,  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  that 
lived  at  Amsterdam,  had  a design  to  get  himself  made  one  of  the 
King’s  Physicians,  in  order  to  do  him  a mischief.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

William  Blathvv.a.yt,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  May  8-18,  Hague. — “ Having  by  his  Majesty’s  com- 
mands signified  his  pleasure  to  ]\fr.  Secretary  Trenchard  relating 
to  the  Fleet,  I have  nothing  more  to  present  to  your  Grace  than 
the  enclosed  account  of  his  Majesty’s  safe  arrival  here.” 

Re.  the  11th  of  May. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  May  9,  Whitehall. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Preside'nt, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ To  speak  to  the  Queen  that  there  may  he  directions  to  the 
Admiralty  that  some  ships  be  sent  to  intercept  tlie  corn-ships 
from  Flickero,  and  the  Admiralty  give  an  account  what  ships 
they  have  to  employ  upon  such  service. 

“ Memorandum  : this  day  was  the  first  time  that  I was  at  any 
meeting  concerning  the  attempt  upon  Brest ; and  being  now 
probable  that  the  French  squadron  is  out,  and  no  other  service 
appearing  of  great  consequence  to  be  done  there,  it  is  my  opinion, 
and  I have  so  delivered  it,  that  nothing  of  the  Brest  preparation 
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should  delay  the  sending  the  Squadron  into  the  Mediterranean, 
that  being,  in  my  opinion,  the  service  that  deserves  preference.” 

In  Shreicshurij's  hand. 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[1694,]  May  11,  Whitehall. — Sends  a coj^y  of  a letter  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  as  to  what  they  are  able  to  do  in  order  to 
intercept  the  corn  ships.  As  our  own  ships  will  not  be  sufficient, 
it  would  he  well  if  his  Majesty  could  order  some  Dutch  ships  to 
join  them.  Powers  are  being  sent  to  Mr.  Stepney  for  his 

negociation.  “I  have  seen  nobody  whose  relations  [reports]  are 
more  exact  and  ingenious  than  his  ; so  that,  without  being 
personally  acquainted  with  him,  I cannot  hut  think  him  very 
deserving  of  the  King’s  favour.  ...  I still  have  frequent 
applications  from  the  Duke  of  Bolton  in  favour  of  Codrington  to 
have  the  West  India  Kegiment,  formerly  commanded,  I think,  by 
Floyd.” 

A u tog  raph  d raft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  May  11-21,  Hague. — “The  King  is  gone  this  morning 
early  to  Loo,  whither  I am  following  as  soon  as  the  post  shall  be 
dispatched. 

“His  Majesty  is  treating  with  the  Dukes  of  Wolfembu [t] tie  for 
some  troops,  and  is  therefore  pleased  to  direct  that  a full  power  he 
sent  me  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England  to  conclude  such  a 
treaty,  according  to  the  enclosed  memorial.  It  is  necessary  that 
the  commission  be  dated  at  least  the  same  day  this  arrives.  I 
shall  continue  to  send  to  your  Grace  his  Majesty’s  letters  for  the 
Queen. 

[P.S.]  “The  Dauphin  is  to  command  the  army  in  Flanders 
this  campaign,  but  the  time  of  his  coming  is  put  off  for  a fortnight 
longer  than  was  at  first  intended.” 

K.  15. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  May  14,  Whitehall. — “Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Ptumney,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“It  is  my  opinion  that  any  way  should  be  taken  that  forwards 
the  ships  to  Mr.  Bussell,  for  fear  the  Straits  service  should  suffer, 
which  seems  much  more  probable  and  important  than  that  of 
Brest. 

“The  Flux  is  ordered  to  sail  from  Spitehead  to  join  Mr. 
Bussell,  those  ships  unpaid  as  well  as  those  paid,  and  to  take  the 
money  and  clerks,  and  pay  them  as  they  sail. 

“A  letter  to  Mr.  Bussell,  if  the  wind  stands  southerly,  to 
remain  at  Torbay ; if  the  wind  comes  westwardly,  to  come  to 
Spitehead  or  stay  as  he  shall  think  fit. 

“ Mr.  Talmash  to  he  himself  trusted  with  the  service  of  the 
Mediterranean . ’ ’ 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 
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Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  May  1‘2  [14]  -24,  Loo. — “ I have  read  your  Grace’s  letter 
of  the  8th  instant  to  the  King,  so  that  his  Majesty  has  taken 
notice  of  what  is  therein  mejitioned  to  be  written  to  your  Grace 
by  Mr.  Cresset.  As  for  the  corn  ships  that  are  coming  from 
Denmark,  his  Majesty  is  very  desirous  they  should  he  intercepted, 
and  would  have  the  necessary  orders  given  in  it  in  England.  His 
Majesty  does  likewise  think  tit  that  my  Lord  Faulkland  have  the 
same  entertainment  in  all  respects  as  my  Lord  Dursley. 

“We  do  not  hear  of  any  such  as  Dr.  Pierson,  but  after  the 
caution  that  has  been  given  by  your  Grace,  there  is  no  fear  of 
his  coming  into  his  Majesty’s  service. 

“By  the  last  post  I signified  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  your 
Grace  that  full  powers  should  be  sent  for  me  to  conclude  a treaty 
(in  concert  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  States) 
with  the  Duke  (sic)  of  Wolfembuttle  for  some  troops.  His 
Majesty  continues  his  resolution  that  such  powers  be  dispatched, 
but  now  thinks  tit  that  Mr.  Wolseley’s  name  be  inserted  in  them 
instead  of  mine,  he  being  in  the  same  quality  and  station  as 
Mons.  Dyckvelt,  who  is  to  sign  with  him  in  behalf  of  the  States. 

[P.S.]  “The  King  has  ordered  an  encampment  of  the  new 
Regiments  of  Horse  and  Dragoons  on  Hounslow  Heath,  for 
which  his  Majesty's  pleasure  is  now  signified  to  the  Duke  of 
Schonburg.” 

Endorsed : 14-24  [May] . R.  May  the  19th. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[1694,]  May  15,  Whitehall. — Will  dispatch  powers  under  the 
Great  Seal  for  concluding  a treaty  with  the  Duke  (sic)  of 
Wolfenbuttle.  “ Mr.  Cresset’s  of  the  8th  of  May,  which  I liave 
just  now  received,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a letter  I writ  to 
him  by  his  Majesty’s  particular  direction  upon  a design  proposed 
as  I conceive  by  Mr.  Schuts,  with  one  also  to  Sir  Paul  Ricaut, 
which  Mr.  Cresset  has  sent  forward,  and  I find  thinks  the  thing 
so  feasible  that  he  is  in  great  hopes  of  it  succeeding.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  May  17-27,  Loo. — ^ No  letters  being  come  out  of  England 
since  those  of  the  8th  inst.,  his  Majesty  has  only  commanded  me 
to  signify  his  pleasure  to  your  Grace  that  two  of  the  Acts  desired 
by  Mons.  Schutz  should  be  immediately  dispatched  and  sent 
over,  viz.,  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Ratzehourg,  and 
the  Act  of  Guaranty  of  that  Treaty,  which  is  to  be  conceived  in 
such  terms  as  are  usual  on  the  like  occasions.  The  Act  of 
Possession  his  Majesty  does  not  think  fit,  at  least  for  the  present, 
to  order. 

“ Our  stay  here  is  like  to  be  until  Monday  next,  and  the  day 
after  the  King  will  be  early  at  Bi'eda.” 

Re.  May  the  22nd. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[16]  94,  May  18,  Whitehall. — Prosperous  heginning  of  Mr. 
Russell  at  sea.  Sends  the  powers  for  Blathwayt  to  treat  with  the 
Dukes  (sic)  of  Wolfenhuttle.  “Harry  Killegrew  has  just  Ijeen 
with  me,  and  is  much  alarmed  that  he  should  he  left  out  of  the 
Commission  of  Hackney  Coaches  after  the  directions  his  Majesty 
had  once  given  to  provide  for  him.  He  desires  he  may  he 
mentioned  to  the  King,  lest  his  condition  l)e  forgot.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  May  22,  Whitehall. — The  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
Ratzhourg,  &c.,  shall  he  dispatched.  Sends  the  powers  for  Mr. 
Wolseley.  “ By  a letter  of  Mr.  Stepney’s  of  the  11th  of  May, 
and  hy  a copy  of  one  from  Count  Kinski  to  him  from  Vienna,  I find 
there  is  some  possibility  of  a treaty  of  peace  between  the 
Emperor,  the  Poles,  and  the  Turks,  and  that  Count  Kinski  wishes 
a minister  from  the  King  were  at  that  Court.  I have  therefore 
this  morning  given  my  Lord  Lexinton  an  account  of  it,  to  hasten 
his  attendance  upon  his  Majesty,  to  he  in  a readiness  in  case  his 
immediate  dispatch  to  Vienna  should  be  thought  useful. 

“ My  Lord  Faulkland  is  taken  ill  of  the  small  pox.  Her 
Majesty  has  signed  his  warrant  for  those  allowances  the  King  has 
directed  ; hut  if  he  escapes  with  life,  it  will  he  impossible  that  he 
can  in  a considerable  time  he  in  a condition  to  appear  in  Holland. 

“ Col.  Fitzpatrick  having  assured  me  that  he  has  had  his 
Majesty’s  promise,  and  kissed  his  hand  some  time  since,  for  the 
government  of  Landguard  Fort,  I offered  the  commission  to  her 
Majesty ; but  it  being  a thing  she  was  not  acquainted  with,  for 
greater  security  she  was  pleased  to  direct  that  I should  know  the 
King’s  pleasure  upon  it  from  you. 

“ Last  night  I had  the  good  fortune  to  seize  Col.  Parker  ; and 
having  heard  that  there  was  formerly  something  said  at  the  trial 
of  Granfeild  as  if  he  had  a design  to  assassinate  the  King,  if  any 
such  evidence  can  he  got  against  him,  it  would  be  of  great 
service  I [think  ?]  certainly  to  send  those  persons  over,  for 
nobody  can  doubt  but  he  knows  a great  deal  of  the  Jacobite 
designs  here  ; and  most  people  believe  that  if  he  were  pressed  he 
is  not  so  incapable  of  fear  but  that  he  might  be  prevailed  upon 
to  confess.  I [am]  just  come  from  examining  him,  but  he  denies 
all,  and  is  gone  to  the  Tower. 

“ I have  this  day  received  a letter  from  the  Admiralty,  whereof 
this  is  the  copy,  which  will  inform  you  concerning  the  squadron 
they  design  to  intercept  the  corn  ships.  I must  again  add  that 
I wish  some  of  the  Dutch  might  be  ordered  to  join  them.” 

Autograjdi  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  [May  22-]  June  1,  s.n., Breda. — “My  last  to  your  Grace 
was  of  the  17-27th  past,  since  which  time  I have  received  and 
read  to  the  King  your  Grace’s  letters  of  the  11th,  15th,  and  18th. 
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His  Majesty  has  been  here  attended  by  the  Pensioner  and  Mons. 
de  Wildt,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam,  (as  with 
most  of  the  men  of  business  of  Holland),  with  whom  he  has 
consulted  what  may  be  most  fit  to  be  done  for  the  intercepting 
the  corn  ships  from  the  Sound  ; and  has  thereupon  commanded 
me  to  signify  his  pleasure  to  your  Grace  that,  if  it  can  he  done,  a 
further  number  of  ships  be  added  on  our  side  to  those  designed 
for  the  Broad  Fourteens  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty ; 
and  that  all  those  ships,  or  so  many  as  can  be  spared  for  this 
service,  be  ordered  to  sail  and  keep  their  station  towards  that 
end  of  the  Broad  Fourteens  that  lies  nearest  the  coast  of  Holland, 
eight  leagues  from  the  shore,  or  as  near  that  distance  as  may  he 
judged  safest  for  them,  where  they  will  be  joined  as  soon  as 
possible  by  four  or  five  Dutch  men-of-war,  which  are  ordered  to 
be  got  ready  and  to  sail  thither.  His  Majesty  thinks  it  of  great 
importance  that  these  ships  be  intercepted,  but  has  reason  to 
believe  their  convoy  will  he  very  strong,  for  which  we  ought  to 
provide  accordingly. 

“ The  King  has  seen  some  letters  from  Mr.  Cresset  and  Sir  P. 
Rycaut  concerning  the  business  your  Grace  is  pleased  to  mention, 
wherein  they  give  good  hopes  of  success. 

“ I have  dispatched  the  commission  to  Mr.  Stepney,  but  have 
not  as  yet  any  order  from  his  Majesty  to  alter  his  character.  The 
notification  being  now  come  to  his  Majesty  from  the  new  Elector 
of  Saxony  of  his  brother’s  death,  his  Majesty  thinks  fit  that  the 
Court  at  Whitehall  do  go  into  such  mourning  as  is  proper  for  the 
occasion ; which  your  Grace  will  please  to  represent  to  her 
Majesty. 

“ The  King  has  seen  the  account  of  the  burning  of  the  French 
ships  in  Bertaume  Bay,  and  likes  the  action  very  well. 

“ His  Majesty  has  not  yet  declared  his  pleasure  how  the  West 
India  Regiment  shall  be  disposed  of,  nor  whether  Harry 
Killigrew  shall  have  a place  in  the  Commission  for  Hackney 
Coaches,  but  seems  to  intend  one  for  Wat.  Overbury. 

“ Enclosed  is  the  Treaty  of  Ratzbourg  in  the  original,  as  it  was 
given  me  by  Mons.  Schutz  ” [iiot  here]. 

R.  May  the  28th,  o.s. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

[16] 94,  May  23,  Whitehall. — “I  have  sent  two  letters  so 
unluckily,  one  of  the  5th  and  another  of  the  19th  of  May,  that  I 
doubt  they  are  neither  come  to  your  hands  ; and  you  appear  to 
have  reason  to  blame  me  for  not  acknowledging  your  kind  letter 
of  the  3rd.  The  clearing  myself  from  this  appearance  of  an 
omission  to  one  I would  not  have  suspect  me  one  minute  is 
occasion  sufficient  for  me  to  give  you  this  trouble  ; hut,  besides, 
I think  myself  obliged  to  acquaint  you  that  upon  the  19th  of  this 
month,  I received  a letter  from  the  King  dated  the  14th,  from 
Loo,  which  has  no  other  business  in  it  but  to  recommend  to  me 
the  doing  all  in  my  power  to  hasten  your  going  to  the  Straits. 
His  vei'y  words  are,  that  one  can  no  longer  doubt  hut  the  ships 
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gone  from  Brest  are  joined  -with  those  from  Rochfort,  and  sailed 
into  the  Mediterranean ; and  that  therefore  you  ought  to  lose  no 
time  in  following  them,  which  he  depeirds  upon  me  to  press  you  to 
do  with  all  speed,  though  it  is  not  immediately  in  my  province ; 
and  that  you  would  commit  the  execution  of  the  design  upon 
Brest  to  the  squadron  you  have  in  these  seas.  He  repeats  again 
in  his  letter  that  it  is  necessary  above  all  things  that  the  Straits 
squadron  lose  no  time  before  they  sail,  for  if  they  do,  they  will 
certainly  come  too  late  to  hinder  the  designs  of  the  enemy  in 
those  seas.  Such  an  account  of  his  Majesty’s  disposition  I 
thought  could  be  no  disservice  to  you.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  [May  24-]  June  3,  Breda. — “ We  are  just  going  to  the 
Camp  at  Bethlehem,  where  his  Majesty  will  be  this  evening.  ‘ - 

[P.S.]  “Mr.  Wolseley  has  just  now  delivered  me  the  enclosed 
letter,  to  which  he  gives  much  credit  \jiot  here]. 

“ The  King  orders  me  to  explain  to  your  Grace  that  the  end  of 
the  Broad  Fourteens,  within  eight  leagues  of  which  our  ships  are 
to  have  their  station  and  to  meet  the  Dutch,  is  intended  to  be  the 
nearest  end  to  the  Mase.” 

Re.  the  30th  of  May,  o.s. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  May  25,  Whitehall. — “Having  received  her  Majesty’s 
letter  to  enclose,  I will  add  these  few  lines  to  acquaint  you  that 
yesterday  my  Lord  Faulkland  died.  The  employment  the  King 
designed  him  being  profitable,  easy,  and  honorable,  I conclude 
there  will  many  pretenders  appear.  Sir  Scroop  How  has  already 
mentioned  it  to  me,  but  I much  doubt  whether  the  King  would 
approve  of  him  for  that  post,  and  whether  his  Majesty  would  resolve 
to  send  anybody  upon  an  exj)ense  that  seems  very  unnecessary, 
at  least  this  summer.”  Sends  a letter  from  Admiral  Russel,  &c. 

Autograph  draft. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  May  26,  Saturday,  Bretania. — Sends  a copy  of  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Sec.  Trenchard. 

1694,  May  26,  St.  Hellin’s. — . . .“A  small  breeze  of  wind 
coming  northerly,  I have  now  made  the  signal  for  unmooring. 
I hope  we  shall  have  more,  and  then  we  shall  be  gone  before 
night.  I think,  15  or  20  days  after  Ave  are  departed  from  the 
land,  ’twill  be  convenient  that  all  the  dispatch  be  made  to  hasten 
the  necessary  quantity  of  provisions.  When  I speak  of  provisions 
I do  not  mean  beer  ; that  Avill  be  unnecessary.  The  credit  1 
formerly  mentioned  must  not  be  long  delayed;  that  is  the  least 
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sum  that  can  be  provided,  besides  short-allowance  money  ; for  if 
any  accident  happens  to  us  in  our  passage,  not  to  be  foreseen, 
credit  will  be  then  wanting,  though  I ho2)e,  ujion  an  extraordinary 
occasion,  my  own  credit  in  those  parts  may  help  us  upon  a pinch. 

“ Admiral  Almonde  has  been  with  me,  and  though  he  is  the 
obedient's  {sic)  man  imaginable  to  any  commands  of  her 
Majesty’s,  this  matter  he  says  is  not  in  his  power  to  comply 
with,  not  having  any  ships  with  him  fit  to  supply  the  room  of 
those  wanting  ; nor  has  he  provisions  to  su2)ply  them  with  ; but 
he  questions  not  the  ships  wanting  will  be  here  the  first  wind, 
and  I have  given  him  the  last  rendezvous  for  them  to  come  to 
before  we  enter  the  Straits.  I hope  they  may  come  time  enough. 
He  will  leave  a ship  here  to  meet  them,  with  orders  to  prevent 
their  coming  into  this  place.  He  has  ordered  one  shij:)  more  of 
72  guns,  which  is  all  he  can  do.  He  is  extremely  concerned  lest 
the  Queen  should  be  disq»leased  with  him,  but  I have  taken  the 
liberty  to  assure  him  she  would  not,  since  ’tis  not  in  his  power  to 
do  otherwise.  He  will  write  to  you  on  this  subject,  and  I have 
promised  to  do  the  same. 

“ Now  we  are  going,  give  me  leave  to  offer  to  you  my  opinion. 
I shall  not  speak  uiion  the  business  of  the  Straits  ; in  that  I 
assure  you  what  service  I am  able  to  perform  there,  I will 
not  be  wanting.  But  those  ships  designed  to  Brest  with  the 
land-men,  how  successful  they  may  be  nobody  can  make  a 
judgment ; but  ’tis  to  be  feared  that  since  the  delay  has  been  so 
much  greater  than  could  be  expected  or  imagined,  it  has  given 
the  enemy  time,  upon  the  alarm,  to  make  preparations  to  oi)2)Ose 
them.  Therefore  may  it  not  be  convenient  that  the  General 
[Thomas  Tollemache]  should  not  be  tied  u^)  too  strictly  by  his 
orders,  that  in  case  he  has  the  good  fortune  to  do  service  there, 
he  may  also  have  liberty,  if  approved  of  by  a council  of  war  of 
general  officers,  both  of  land  and  sea,  to  attempt  any  other  place 
that  by  good  information  they  may  hojie  for  success  upon  ? Or,  in 
case  the  opposition  they  meet  with  at  Brest  be  so  great  that  they 
can  hope  for  little  success,  why  may  they  not  run  to  Port  Louis, 
where  I am  told  it  is  feasible  to  destroy,  if  not  their  ships,  their 
magazines  of  stores  ? . . . 

“ Since  the  men  are  embarked,  all  things  necessary  provided, 
and  the  world  full  of  expectations,  they  certainly  ought  not  to 
return  without  attempting  something  that  may  be  of  benefit  to 
the  nation  ; and  this  number  of  men  cannot  be  of  that  con- 
sequence to  the  King  in  Flanders  as  they  may  prove  to  him  this 
summer  in  annoying  the  enemy  on  [in?]  their  marine  ports.”.  . . 

Copy.  Pie.  28. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  [May  28-]  June  7,  s.n.,  Betfilehem  Abbey. — “ I have  read 
your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  22nd  past  to  the  King,  who  has 
ordered  me  to  inform  yourself  whether  any  of  the  witnesses  at 
Grandval’s  trial  have  anything  to  say  against  Parker,  wherein 
your  Grace  may  be  further  satisfied  in  two  or  three  2)osts. 
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“ The  King  does  think  fit  to  give  Col.  Kitzpatrick  the  command 
of  Land-Guard  Fort  as  former  Governors  have  had  it.  His 
Majesty  is  sorry  to  find  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
have  lessened  the  number  of  the  ships  designed  for  the  intercept- 
ing the  corn  vessels,  it  being  thought  that  the  French  will  have 
no  less  than  a squadron  for  the  convoy,  to  consist  of  their  own 
ships  and  privateers,  or  of  their  own  and  some  of  the  Danes  and 
perhaps  Swedes  jointly. 

“ The  Treaty  with  the  Dukes  of  Wolfembuttle  is  signed  by  Mr. 
Wolseley,  according  to  the  powers  sent  him,  and  by  the  Minister 
of  those  Dukes,  as  it  had  been  before  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  States.  His  Majesty  commands  me  to  send  the  enclosed  copy 
and  the  defensive  treaty  mentioned  in  it  to  your  Grace,  together 
wfith  an  estimate  of  the  charge  of  these  troops,  that  they  may  he 
communicated  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  with 
his  Majesty’s  directions  that  his  Majesty’s  part  of  the  subsidies 
and  of  the  daily  pay,  which  is  two  thirds  of  the  whole,  may  be 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Hill  and  paid  over  to  him  according  to  the 
Treaty,  those  troops  being  already  come  within  few  days’  march 
of  this  place. 

“ The  French  give  out  that  they  will  have  a stronger  army  in 
these  parts  than  they  had  the  last  year,  though  they  do  not  yet 
seem  to  intend  any  enterprise,  but  take  most  care  to  preserve  the 
forage,  of  which  there  is  very  little  to  be  found  in  Brabant.  This 
occasions  his  Majesty’s  keeping  the  cavalry  at  a distance  as  long 
as  may  he,  the  want  of  forage  being  the  greatest  difficulty  we  can 
foresee  this  campaign. 

[P.S.]  “ Just  now  a gentleman  is  come  from  the  Elector,  who 
is  at  Brussels,  to  inform  the  King  that  salvoes  are  heard  from  all 
the  French  garrisons,  which  makes  it  feared  the  French  have 
gained  some  considerable  advantage  in  Catalonia,  either  by  a 
battle  or  taking  of  a town.” 

R.  9. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  May  29,  Whitehall. — “ I have  received  yours  of  the  22nd 
of  May-lst  of  June,  and  immediately  signified  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  to  the  Admiralty]  that  a further  number  of  ships  if 
possible  should  be  added  to  those  designed  for  the  Broad 
Fourteens.  I acquainted  them  with  the  station  his  Majesty 
directed  they  should  keep,  the  number  of  ships  it  was  hoped  the 
Dutch  would  join  with  them,  and  that  the  convoy  they  were 
expected  to  meet  was  designed  very  strong.  I have  also  discoursed 
with  some  of  the  Board,  who  allege  ships  for  cruising  are  very 
scarce  with  them,  but  they  will  do  all  they  can  to  comply  with 
his  Majesty’s  commands,  and  return  me  an  answer,  which  as 
soon  as  I receive  I will  by  the  first  post  give  you  an  account  of. 

“ I have  acquainted  her  Majesty  that  the  notification  is  come 
to  the  King  of  the  Elec  [tor]  of  Saxony’s  death,  upon  which  the 
Court  I suppose  will  be  all  (?)  in  mourning  the  next  Sunday. 
Upon  this  occasion  I will  observe  to  you  what  the  Bishop  of 
Salisbury  told  me  out  of  his  reading  and  remarks  upon  the  Order 
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of  the  Garter,  that  it  has  been  an  ancient  settled  maxim  of 
the  Sovereigns  of  that  Order  not  to  dispose  of  Garters  from  father 
to  son,  from  elder  brother  to  younger,  or  to  continue  them 
successively  in  a House  without  intermission,  to  avoid  the  claim 
that  else  some  of  the  great  families  might  have  crept  into  of 
expecting  that  as  a right  which  it  was  always  in  the  King’s  power 
to  bestow  as  a favour.  The  reason  appears  to  he  very  good,  and 
though  I know  it  has  sometimes  been  practised  otherwise  upon 
extraordinary  occasions,  yet  I thought  it  worth  setting  down  here, 
as  an  ill  (?)  excuse  for  the  King  to  this  Elec  [tor] , in  case  there  is 
anybody  else  he  has  a greater  desire  to  confer  that  honour  upon. 

“ The  five  Irishmen  who  were  condemned  as  pirates  and 
reprieved,  when  four  others  were  executed  for  the  same  fact, 
have  petitioned  her  Majesty  to  he  pardoned  or  transported,  they 
lying  here  in  misery  and  at  the  charge  of  the  Government  for 
their  maintenance  in  gaol.  By  their  being  saved  when  the 
others  suffered  it  is  to  be  presumed  they  were  not  designed  to 
die ; but  the  Queen,  not  knowing  what  the  King  designed  to 
have  done  with  them,  commanded  me  to  write  to  you  for  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure. 

“ I am  extremely  importuned  to  know  his  Majesty’s  commands 
iqwn  a petition  from  Mr.  Fitzgeralds,  Irishmen  and  Papists,  who, 
having  served  the  late  King  in  Ireland  during  that  war  in  civil, 
not  military,  emjrloyments,  stand  now  outlawed  ; but,  having  no 
estate  in  Ireland,  but  considerable  etfects  abroad,  one  as  a 
merchant,  the  other  as  a lawyer,  are  desirous  to  return  to  their 
native  country ; and  to  show  that  it  is  not  to  save  anything,  they 
have  forfeited  them  ; but  merely  to  return  and  live  quietly  at 
home,  they  are  willing  to  convey  all  their  estate  real  and  personal 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  his  Majesty.”  . 

Shrew^sbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1694,  May  29,  Whitehall. — “ I suppose  Mr.  Sec.  Trenchard 
has  returned  you  an  answer  to  yours  of  the  26th.  I cannot  see 
how  the  Queen  can  be  advised,  without  consulting  the  King, 
to  dispose  of  those  seven  regiments  contrary  to  what  he  desiged 
them ; but  I suppose  that  will  be  no  hindrance  to  the  service, 
since  his  Majesty’s  letter  will  undoubtedly  arrive  and  find  Mr. 
Talmash  before  he  can  have  occasion  for  any  fresh  orders.  We 
are  here  very  solicitous  about  the  wind,  and  when  that  comes  fair, 
I shall  not  be  less  in  pain  for  the  success  and  safety  of  our 
dear  Mr.  Russell. 

[P.8.]  “Mr.  Vernon  has  an  information  that  he  did  not  dare 
but  send  you,  though  I do  not  find  he,  no  more  than  I,  give[s] 
entire  credit  to  the  matter.” 

Auto(jra])h  draft. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Sec.  Trencil\rd. 

[16]  94,  May  29,  St.  Hellin’s. — “ The  wind  is  now  fair,  and  we 
are  going.  I hope  we  shall  have  good  luck,  both  those  to  Brest 
and  to  the  Straits  ; but  I must  observe  to  you  before  we  go,  that 
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I would  make  as  few  complaints  as  ’twas  possible,  since  I saw 
they  would  produce  no  effect ; and  the  delays,  being  the  only 
subject  I should  then  have  spoken  upon,  were  not  to  be  remedied. 
But  now  you  must  give  me  leave  to  write  freely  my  thoughts.  I 
apprehend  by  the  delay  the  alarm  in  France  will  occasion  a great 
resistance  at  Brest,  but  I hope  it  may  have  no  other  effect  tlian 
their  not  being  able  to  perform  service  so  considerably  as  in  all 
probability  they  might  have  done  if  they  had  gone  in  any  degree 
within  the  time  proposed,  but  ’tis  now  five  weeks  later.  I am 
sure  Mr.  Tallmach  will  perform  what  is  possible  to  be  done. 

“ We  are  going  but  with  five  bomb-vessels,  and  shells  for  the 
mortars  that  will  not  hold  playing  above  four  days  at  most, 
[and]  machine  vessels  without  powder,  though  w'e  have  by  contrary 
winds  stayed  so  much  longer  than  was  designed  ; nor  have  I 
heard,  nor  anybody  else,  when  they  may  be  expected.  By  this 
means  I am  like  to  go  without  a bomb-vessel,  which  for  aught  I 
know  might  have  proved  very  serviceable.  Where  the  fault  lies 
I won’t  take  upon  me  to  determine,  nor  is  it  my  business,  more 
than  to  be  sorry  things  of  this  nature  are  carried  on  by  the  proper 
officers  with  no  more  dispatch. 

“ A squadron’s  going  to  the  Straits  cannot  now  be  a secret,  for 
it  has  been  so  far  from  being  so  that  I am  told  a month  since 
’twas  reported  as  a thing  determined.  I hope  the  French  won’t 
give  credit  to  this  piece  of  news ; if  they  do,  I fear  all  we  shall 
perform  will  be  to  send  the  Turkey  ships  up,  and  show  we  are 
masters  of  those  seas.  I beg  you  will  let  me  hear  from  you  as 
often  as  possible,  and  desire  you  will  send  your  letters  to  the 
Consul  of  xilicant  till  August ; then  we  must  be  drawing  to  Cadiz, 
for  the  great  ships  ought  to  be  home  early  in  September,  at  least, 
I think  so.  You  will  let  me  know  the  King’s  pleasure  for  my 
proceedings.  Twenty  thousand  pounds’  credit  will  not  suffice,  if 
the  victuallers  do  not  send  credit  for  short  allowance-money, 
Avhich  will  come  to  near  4 or  5,000f.  per  month ; the  men  ought 
not  to  want  this  to  preserve  their  health. 

“ I here  enclose  you  the  orders  I have  left  with  my  Lord 
Berkley;  if  any  part  of’t  (sic)  be  not  agreeable  with  her  Majesty’s 
thoughts,  you  will  be  pleased  to  alter  it,  and  I hope  you  will 
send  often  from  Falmouth  or  Plymouth  to  them. 

“ I here  also  send  a copy  of  the  order  for  the  Admiralty, 
which  you  will  please  to  let  be  delivered  when  you  judge  a 
proper  time,  as  also  a list  of  the  ships  I carry  to  the  Straits,  for 
as  yet  I have  taken  no  notice  to  them  of  the  design.  When  you 
think  it  convenient,  pray  let  them  know  both,  it  being  for  the 
service  they  should  he  acquainted  with  it,  when  you  believe  ’tis 
no  longer  necessary  the  names  and  qualities  of  the  ships  should 
be  unknown.  Some  ships  that  are  designed  for  the  Fleet  are 
not  yet  arrived ; ’twill  be  I think  convenient  they  should  be 
hastened  away  to  Brest. 

[P.S.]  “The  Butch  from  Amsterdam  that  are  to  go  wdthme 
have  but  six  weeks’  provisions  on  board ; the  rest  they  expect  in 
the  ships  to  follow,  which  is  not  right.”.  . . 

Cop;/.  K.  May  the  30th. 


Orders  by  Admiral  Russell  to  John,  Lord  Berkeley, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue  Squadron. 

[16]  94,  May  29,  Britannia,  at  St.  Hellin’s. — To  proceed  to 
Brest  with  the  land-soldiers  under  Lieut. -Gen.  Talmach.  To  land 
the  officers  and  soldiers  where  it  shall  be  agreed  on  by  a council- 
of-war.  When  the  service  against  Brest  and  the  enemy’s  ships 
there  is  iierformed,  it  is  to  he  considered  whether  any  further 
service  may  he  done  against  any  other  ports  or  places.  When 
nothing  further  can  he  done,  to  receive  the  forces  on  board  again, 
and  return  to  Torr  Bay  or  Spithead.  Bart  of  the  seamen  to  he 
put  ashore  to  assist  the  land  forces,  if  necessary. 

In  the  margin  is  a list  of  40  English  ships  and  23  Dutch  shfs. 

Copy. 


Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  94,  May  30,  St.  Helen’s,  Bretania. — “ I here  inclose  to 
your  Lordship  a copy  of  the  orders  I shall  leave  with  my  Lord 
Barteley  {sic),  as  also  a copy  of  the  letter  I send  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Trenchard.  We  are  very  unlucky,  having  rid  here  ready  to  sail 
since  Wednesday  night.”  . . 

Endorsed  by  Shretcshury : R.  the  same  day,  but  I believe  a 
mistake,  and  should  he  dated  the  29th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  June  1,  Whitehall. — “ Here  enclosed  I have  sent  you  the 
copies  of  three  letters  I have  received  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  my  answer  to  them,  hy  which  you  will  perceive  how 
much  they  are  frightened  with  the  Dunkirk"-'  squadron.  I hope 
nothing  in  these  letters  will  hinder  the  Dutch  from  dispatching  with 
all  expedition  the  ships  they  intend  for  this  service  to  the  station 
before  designed  ; for  if  I could  have  a greater  certainty  from  you 
than  I have  yet  received,  what  time  they  will  be  ready  to  join  us, 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  would  not  I hope  be  so  cautious  as  to 
advise  they  should  then  avoid  a few  privateers,  or  be  alarmed 
with  an  invasion  from  Du  Bart,  which  I am  told  is  part  of  the 
information  they  have  received.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathw.yyt. 

1694,  June  4,  Whitehall. — “ Being  obliged  to  go  to  Windsor 
this  evening,  from  whence  I doubt  1 shall  hardly  return  time 
enough  to  write  hy  tomorrow’s  post,  you  will  find  this  letter  of  a 
date  a day  older  than  any  you  will  receive  by  this  packet. 
Having  had  none  from  you  since  the  3rd  of  June  from  Breda,  I 
have  little  to  trouble  you  with,  except  an  information  which  my 
Lord  Keeper  and  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard  have  joined  with  me 
in  opinion  it  is  tit  should  be  communicated  to  his  Majesty.  It  is 


• “ Du  Bart’s  ” struck  out. 


76 


from  a man  who  says  he  has  been  engaged  in  several  desperate 
projects  of  the  Jacobites,  and  was  not  long  since  sent  out  of 
France  with  a design  to  join  with  others  to  attempt  upon  the  life 
of  the  King  ; but  finding  within  himself  some  scruple  to  act  so 
villainous  a part,  he  made  a discovery  of  it  here,  by  which  that 
plot  was  defeated,  but  he  not  known  to  he  the  discoverer  ; since 
which  time  he  names’''^  a person  who  told  him,  in  company  of 
one  that  lately  came  from  St.  German’s,  that  since  the  design 
upon  the  life  of  the  King  was  detected  and  prevented,!  it  was 
there  resolved  to  try  another  way,  which  was,  to  cause  several 
gentlemen  and  others  of  the  English  and  Scotch  nations,  and 
some  French  of  seeming  quality,  to  desert  from  the  French 
army  in  Flanders,  early  this  campaign,  and  watch  the  first 
opportunity  they  could  find  to  attempt  upon  his  Majesty’s  life.i 

“ Though  villainy  is  not  often  accompanied  with  such  a con- 
tempt of  life  as  is  necessary  for  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  yet 
since  there  have  been  such  desperate  wretches  in  the  world,  and 
that  the  fate  of  us  and  of  Europe  seems  so  much  to  depend  upon 
the  life  of  one  man,  one  ought  to  think  nothing  impossible  from 
a sort  of  i^eople  who  I hope  now  more  than  ever  have  reason  to 
despair. 

“ Whilst  I am  writing,  an  information  is  brought  me  concerning 
one  la  Fouleress,  a copy  of  which  I have  here  enclosed.  I will 
endeavour  to  have  his  letters  and  himself  observed  ; but  they 
likewise  tell  me  that  this  same  man  was  over  before  here,  and  so 
remarkably  busy  that  he  was  ordered  away  by  his  Majesty’s  par- 
ticular direction.  He  is  now  come  as  I understand  under  the 
pretence  of  being  governor  to  the  Count  de  Kantzau,  a young 
man  of  great  quality  of  Holstein.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  June  4-14,  St.  Hertogendale,  or  Valduc. — “ I have  the 
honour  of  both  your  Grace’s  letters  of  the  25th  and  29th  past, 
which  have  been  laid  before  his  Majesty,  who  easily  believes 
there  will  be  many  applications  for  the  employment  at  the 
Hague  upon  the  death  of  my  Lord  Faulkland;  but  his  Majesty 
commands  me  to  let  your  Grace  know  that  as  my  Lord  himself 
was  not  to  have  gone  thither  before  the  winter,  so  his  Majesty 
has  no  thoughts  of  sending  anyone  else  thither  before 
that  time.  And  as  for  the  solicitations  of  Sir  Scroop  How, 
his  Majesty  would  have  your  Gi’ace  endeavour  to  dissuade  him 
from  pursuing  them,  the  nature  of  the  business  being  such  (and 
if  the  negociation  of  peace  goes  on  is  like  to  be  much  more  so) 
that  the  employment  must  needs  be  too  troublesome  for  Sir 
Scroop  How.  This  is  his  Majesty’s  opinion,  as  it  seems  to  be 


* “ Two  persons,”  struck  out. 
t “By  some  traitor,”  struck  out. 

t Here  the  following  sentence  is  struck  out : — “This  having  been  communicated 
to  her  Majesty,  I am  sure  she  will  have  given  an  account  of  it  to  the  King  ; but 
knowing  his  Majesty’s  carelessness,  and  contempt  for  such  informations,  we 
thought  it  necessary  you  should  likewise  be  advertised  of  it.” 
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your  Grace’s  too.  But  that  there  may  be  somebody  at  the 
Hague  to  do  what  is  necessary  in  the  mean  time,  his  Majesty 
thinks  fit  that  Mr.  Prior,  my  Lord  Bursley’s  secretary,  who  lias 
been  always  very  careful  in  that  station,  may  be  continued  as 
the  English  Secretary,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  20.s.  per  diem, 
he  having,  besides  other  business,  the  trouble  of  giving  out 
passports  and  examining  all  unknown  persons  that  desire  to  go 
for  England. 

“ His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the  five  Irish  who  were 
condemned  as  pirates  and  reprieved,  be  transported  as  soon 
as  may  be  ; and  agrees  that  the  two  Fitzgeralds  he  pardoned 
and  have  leave  to  return  home,  provided  they  comply  with  the 
conveying  to  his  Majesty  all  their  real  and  personal  estate,  as 
proposed,  if  there  appear  no  further  objection  to  the  contrary. 

[P.S.]  “ Just  now  some  Boors  come  in,  that  say  the  French 

army,  or  part  of  it,  is  advanced  as  far  as  Flerus;  but  reports  of 
this  kind  are  not  immediately  to  be  believed. 

“ The  Baron  de  Leefdale,  who  was  the  chief  witness  against 
Granval,  is  coming  to  the  camp,  that  I may  examine  him  about 
Parker.” 

Re.  the  11th. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  June  7-17,  Valduc  Abbey. — “ I have  read  to  the  King 
your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  with  all  the  papers  your  Grace 
had  sent  to  and  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
which,  with  what  has  been  written  at  the  same  time  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Trenchard,  having  been  considered  by  his  Majesty,  I 
am  commanded  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the  Dutch  ships 
have  already  joined  ours  upon  the  Broad  Eourteens,  and  will 
keep  the  station  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  paper.  But  whereas 
the  squadron  of  Du  Bart  may  he  yet  stronger  than  ours,  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  is  that  the  necessary  orders  he  given  that  five 
other  ships  or  more,  if  there  he  occasion,  be  taken  from  the 
Channel  squadron  and  added  to  those  now  cruising  on  the  Broad 
Eourteens,  for  the  strengthening  of  which  his  Majesty  will 
endeavour  to  get  a proportionable  number  of  some  Dutch  ships. 
All  which  being  joined  upon  the  Broad  Eourteens,  and  upon 
certain  intelligence  that  shall  be  had  of  Du  Bart’s  being  gone  out 
of  Dunkirk  towards  Fleckeroe,  his  Majesty  thinks  fit  they  should 
immediately  sail  thither  and  attack  him,  if  it  may  be  conveniently 
done,  or  else  to  lie  before  that  port  and  hinder  the  coming  out  of 
his  squadron  and  of  the  merchant  ships  laden  with  corn  that  will 
be  there,  as  ’tis  said,  to  the  number  of  at  least  one  hundred  and 
eighty ; which  will  he  a service  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
is  thought  the  most  effectual  means  of  preventing  so  consideral)le 
a supply  to  France,  where  ’tis  so  much  wanted. 

“The  French  were  not  only  come  to  Flerus,  according  to  the 
intelligence  that  was  brought  when  I was  making  my  last  letter 
to  your  Grace,  hut  have  since  advanced  part  of  their  army  as  far 
as  Gemblours,  which  is  within  three  hours  of  this  camp.  This 
occasioned  his  Majesty’s  sending  for  the  horse,  which  was 
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cantoned  in  the  neighbouring  villages ; but  the  French  making 
no  further  motion,  and  om-  retrenchments  (sic)  being  finished  on 
that  side  where  the  Army  lay  most  exposed  to  a surprise,  his 
Majesty  has  thought  fit,  for  the  better  managing  the  forage,  which 
is  very  scarce,  to  send  the  cavalry  back  to  their  villages,  after 
having  reviewed  this  morning  the  English  horse  and  dragoons, 
wherewith  his  Majesty  was  extremely  satisfied. 

“We  are  expecting  very  soon  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  with  his 
troops,  which  being  arrived,  the  whole  Army  that  will  be  together 
will  make  up  ninety-nine  battalions  of  foot,  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty  squadrons  of  horse,  which,  at  600  in  a battalion  and  150 
to  a squadron,  makes  above  ninety  thousand  men.  ’Tis  not 
believed,  whatever  is  given  out,  that  the  French  will  be  so  strong 
but  they  intend  upon  occasion  to  make  use  of  the  Marechal  de 
Boufilers’  flying  army,  as  his  Majesty  will  do  in  that  case  of  the 
Brandenbourg  forces  that  keej?  themselves  between  the  Rhine 
and  the  Meuse  to  observe  the  others.  This  is  the  condition  we 
are  in,  which  we  cannot  but  hope,  under  his  Majesty’s  great 
conduct,  will  be  attended  with  good  success.’’ 

Re.  the  12th.  Paper  enclosed  : — 

“ In  case  of  separation,  the  rendezvous  shall  be  at  the  furthest 
(northwards)  W.N.W.,  about  thirteen  leagues  from  the  Texil,  and 
as  there  shall  he  occasion  a little  more  southerly,  towards  the 
outside  of  the  Broad  Fourteenths  (.sic),  to  the  height  of  the  Maez 
inclusive,  eight  or  ten  leagues  distance  from  the  shore. 

“ From  on  board  the  ship  Prince  of  Frizeland  under  sail, 
Gravesend  bearing  S.E.  and  b.  E.,  distant  llj  leagues,  the  3-13 
June,  1694.  “ H.  Be  Vries.” 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  June  8,  Whitehall. — -The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have 
ordered  the  ships  cruising  upon  the  Broad  Fourteens  to  return 
from  their  station  unless  they  were  joined  by  the  Dutch,  owing 
to  the  intelligence  of  Du  Bart’s  squadron.  Is  informed  that 
“ this  squadron  ” has  taken  a Dunkirker  of  28  guns,  laden  with 
corn.  Has  communicated  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  the 
estimate  for  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttle’s  troops,  his  Majesty’s 
share  bring  two  thirds  of  the  expense ; and  they  have  sent  for 
Lord  Ranelagh. 

“ I think  myself  obliged  to  repeat  what  I have  heard  discoursed 
lately  by  some  Members  of  Parliament,  well-wishers  to  his 
Majesty  and  his  Government,  upon  the  occasion  of  subsidies  in 
general,  and  the  charge  the  nation  had  been  at  to  support  the 
alliances  abroad.  They  said  they  were  now  well  satisfied  that  that 
expense  would  now  be  lessened,  having  been  promised  by  those  who 
managed  for  his  Majesty  in  the  House  of  Commons  this  last 
Sessions  that  we  should  for  the  future  pay  no  more  than  an 
equal  share  with  the  States  General,  and  not  two  thirds  as  before. 
I made  no  reply,  not  being  acquainted  with  the  matter  of  fact, 
but  suppose  you  can  as  well  as  anybody  remember  how  far  any 
for  his  Majesty  did  in  the  House  advance  such  an  agreement. 


79 


“In  case  his  IMajesty  shall  not  think  lit  to  order  any  Minister 
immediately  to  the  Hague,  it  wilt  be  necessary  that  Mr.  Prior 
stay  there,  and  that  20s.  a day,  or  some  moderate  allowance,  be 
made  him  during  his  continuance. 

“ This  morning  the  Commission  for  taking  subscriptions  for 
the  1,200,000  towards  erecting  the  new  Corporation  called  the 
Bank  of  Eng  [land]  was  finished  at  Council,  and  there  signed  by 
her  Majesty.  It  is  generally  believed  the  money  will  come  in 
apace,  but  many  question  what  the  consequence  may  be  if  they 
grow  to  such  a greatness  as  they  seem  to  promise  themselves. 

“Yours  of  the  7th,  s.n.,  from  Bethlem  Abbey,  is  the  last  I 
have  from  you.  This  day  two  posts  are  due,  which  we  wait  the 
arrival  of  with  impatience,  and  fear  of  the  bad  news  we  expect 
from  Catalonia.  I wish  we  may  be  recompensed  by  what  we  shall 
now  receive  from  our  own  fleet,  the  wind  being  at  last  come  fair. 

“ Mr.  Vernon  tells  me  he  writes  you  all  the  news  that  is  here, 
and  I am  sure  he  is  more  exact  than  I could  pretend  to  be.” 
Autograph  drajt. 


Sec.  Blathw.wt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  .Tune  11-21,  Camp  near  Tirlemont. — “ I have  laid  before 
his  Majesty  the  information  contained  in  your  Grace’s  letter  of 
the  4th  instant.  We  had  from  divers  parts  the  like  advices  of 
attempts  designed  against  his  Majesty’s  life,  which  gives  all  those 
that  have  the  honour  to  be  near  the  King  occasion  to  be  the 
more  cautious  and  watchful  when  any  unknown  persons  shall 
endeavour  by  such  insinuations  to  approach  his  Majesty. 

“ The  King  knows  La  Fouleresse,  and  has  a very  ill  opinion  of 
him  as  to  his  inclination  to  Denmark,  and  consequently  to 
France  ; for  which  reason  his  Majesty  thinks  it  necessary  he 
should  be  observed.  But  the  Count  de  Rantzau  having  waited 
on  his  Majesty  at  the  Hague,  and  obtained  leave  that  La 
Fouleresse  might  attend  him  into  England,  where  the  Count 
being  not  to  stay  long,  his  Majesty  thinks  it  would  be  a great 
disappointment  to  him  to  part  with  his  conductor  ; so  that  his 
Majesty  would  not  have  him  sent  away  unless  a further  occasion 
be  given  for  it.  It  is  the  same  person  that  delivered  an  insolent 
memorial,  as  by  order  from  the  King  of  Denmark  his  master,  and 
was  sent  out  of  England  for  it. 

“ The  Baron  Leefdale,  who  has  said  something  in  his  informa- 
tions against  Parker,  is  not  yet  come  to  the  camp. 

“ There  was  [were]  very  great  apprehensions  that  Prince 
Lewis  de  Baden  would  have  been  overpowered  by  the  French  ; 
but  his  having  since  possessed  himself  of  a very  advantageous 
post  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  being  strengthened  by  the 
Saxons  and  others.  I have  nothing  more  to  offer  than  the 
enclosed  paper  [not  here]  . 

[P.S.]  “ The  Dutch  ships  having  joined  ours  on  the  Broad 

Fourteens,  the  last  order  of  the  Admiralty  will  not  take  place.” 

Pie.  the  16th. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[1694,]  June  12,  Whitehall. — “ I have  received  your  two 
letters,  that  of  the  4th  yesterday,  and  the  7th  today  ; hut  the 
packet-boat  preceding  these  being  carried  to  Dunkirk,  I must 
desire  that  in  case  any  commands  were  sent  me  by  that  post,  I 
may  have  them  repeated. 

“ By  two  letters  I have  had  these  last  mails  from  Mr.  Robinson, 

I perceive  the  Swedes  put  in  their  claims  for  reparation  for  the 
ships  we  have  seized.  I conclude  he  gives  you  the  same  account, 
and  that  he  will  receive  his  Majesty’s  instructions  thereupon 
from  you.  His  letters  show  him  to  he  a man  discreet  and  well 
deserving,  and  as  I am  informed  much  esteemed  l)y  his  Majesty’s 
friends  in  that  Court.  In  case  such  anegociation  should  fall  into 
his  hands,  it  were  perhaps  worth  his  Majesty’s  consideration 
whether  some  advancement  of  character  might  not  he  reason- 
able. I am  told  Mr.  de  Lyancroon  will  give  me  a memorial 
upon  the  same  subject.  I should  he  glad  to  receive  his  Majesty’s 
directions  beforehand  in  what  manner  I am  to  treat  with  him. 

“ I have  delivered  the  Admiralty  the  copy  of  the  rendezvous 
of  the  Dutch  ships  upon  the  Broad  Fourteens  in  case  of 
separation  ; and  Mr.  Secretary  Tren  [chard]  and  I have 
discoursed  with  them  upon  his  Majesty’s  orders,  upon  which 
there  are  these  difficulties  arise  (.sir).  If  by  the  squadron  of  the 
Channel  out  of  which  the  King  intends  these  five  or  more  ships 
should  be  taken,  is  meant  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  my 
Lord  Berkley,  the  distance  they  are  at  will  make  it  impossible  to 
command  any  hither  time  enough  to  he  useful  for  this  design  ; 
besides  the  inconveniency  of  lessening  that  fleet,  by  which  the 
land-forces  would  be  unreasonably  crowded,  unless  there  were 
time  to  send  transport  vessels  in  their  room.  If  his  Majesty 
means  that  these  five  ships  should  be  taken  out  of  the  cruisers 
and  ships  designed  for  convoys  and  other  services,  the  Admiralty 
say  they  can  order  such  a number,  but  then  some  other  services 
must  suffer  ; of  all  which  they  will  meet  together  and  consider, 
and  you  will  receive  an  account  by  the  next  post.  I will  only  add 
this,  that  if  so  he  his  Majesty  thinks  it  advisable  to  attack  them 
in  the  port  of  Fleckeren,  it  will  amount  to  a declaration  of  war 
with  Denmark  ; and  being  of  that  consequence,  it  is  necessary  his- 
positive  directions  should  he  sent. 

“ If  the  Baron  de  Leefdale  can  say  anything  material  against 
Parker,  it  will  be  necessary  he  should  he  sent  hither  with  all 
speed,  for  he  has  moved  for  his  habeas  corpus.  . . . 

“ His  Majesty  has  been  often  moved  by  my  Lord  Cutts  to 
grant  a pardon  to  the  brother  of  the  late  Lord  Kingstown  of 
Ireland,  who  is  outlawed,  and  by  my  Lord  Cutts’  encouragement 
came  hither.  Though  his  Majesty  refused  to  grant  the  pardon, 
yet  he  thought  it  not  reasonable  to  prosecute  the  man  here,  but 
that  he  should  have  leave  to  return ; upon  which  I have  given 
him  a pass  for  Flanders.  My  Lord  Burlington  and  several 
persons  of  quality  desire  that  his  case  may  be  laid  before  the 
King,  which  is,  that  he  was  always  a very  inoffensive  man,  and  a 
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servant  only  in  King  James’  household  ; that  he  did  desire  a 
pass  to  return  before  his  brother  died  ; and  that  his  brother  has 
disinherited  him,  so  that  the  King  gains  nothing  by  his 
forfeiture. 

“ Kick  makes  apj^lication  to  me  to  be  made  Consul  of 
Rotterdam.  . . . 

[P.S.]  “ Since  the  sealing  up  of  my  letter  this  enclosed 

melancholy  account  is  come  of  the  attempt  upon  Brest,  which  I 
thought  proper  to  lay  before  his  Majesty,  that  he  may  have  all 
the  time  possible  to  consider  what  he  will  direct  these  forces  to 
do.  The  officer  who  delivered  this  letter  to  me  says  there  are 
not  above  three  or  four  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  I do  not 
find  the  (xen[eral]  and  flag  officers  have  called  any  council  of 
war,  where  they  deliver  any  opinion  what  remains  fit  to  be  done. 
I will  not  upon  these  hasty  thoughts  presume  to  give  any  from 
myself,  more  than  that  something  methinks  if  possible  ought  to 
he  tried  to  save  the  credit  of  this  great  expense  and  expectation.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[1694,]  May  [June]  13,  Whitehall. — “ By  last  night’s  post 
I sent  you  what  account  I received  from  my  Lord  Cutts  of  the 
attempt  upon  Brest.  This  morning  the  enclosed  letter,  and 
councils  of  war,  came  from  my  Lord  Berkley.  I believe  nobody 
can  reasonably  blame  them  for  not  opiniatriiig  to  land  when  they 
saAV  the  French  so  well  prepared  to  receive  them.  That  which 
alone  surprises  me  is  that  Mr.  Talmash  should  understand  he 
was  not  left  at  liberty  to  make  any  other  attempt  upon  the 
coast  of  France  which  should  he  agreed  upon  l)etween  himself 
and  ]\Ir.  Russell,  and,  in  Mr.  Russell’s  absence,  the  commander 
of  that  fleet  that  remained  with  him  upon  that  service.  I am 
sure  it  was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty,  and  everybody  that 
advised  here  upon  that  subject,  that  such  a power  should  be  left 
with  them  ; and  Mr.  Secretary  Tren  [chard]  has  showed  me  an 
order  from  her  Majesty  and  a letter  from  himself  of  a later  date 
to  Mr.  Talmash  to  the  same  effect.  How  this  mistake  happens  I 
cannot  yet  tell. 

“I  am  just  going  to  attend  some  Lords  her  Majesty  has 
appointed  to  meet  and  consider  what  is  now  advisable  to  be  done. 
The  result  of  their  opinions  you  will  I suppose  receive  from 
Mr.  Secretary,  and  I will  trouble  you  again,  if  I have  anything  to 
propose  that  I think  worth  it;  but  my  Lord  Lexinton  telling  me 
he  is  just  going  on  hoard,  I would  not  omit  this  opportunity  of 
acquainting  you  with  what  we  know  here.” 

Autograph  draft.  Endorsed:  The  13th  of  June,  1694.  Sent 
by  Lord  Lexinton. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  June  14,  Whitehall. — “ I perceive  by  my  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Pine,  and  by  everybody  that  discourses  of  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  that  a Parliament  might  much  contribute 
2o659  F 


82 


to  the  advantage  and  settlement  of  that  nation.  Those  who  are 
most  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of  that  asseml)ly  as  to 
their  own  jirivate  interest,  or  who  have  an  aversion  in  principle 
'to  frequent  Parliaments,  nevertheless  have  not  the  confidence  to 
dispute  that  point,  and  therefore  lay  the  stress  of  their  argument 
against  it  upon  the  probability  of  their  renewdng  old  quarrels. 
The  particulars  that  seem  most  likely  to  cause  heats  are  these  : 
the  confirming  the  Articles  of  Limerick  and  Galloway  (air),  the 
passing  an  Act  of  Indemnity  for  all  trespasses  done  during  the 
war,  and  the  difference  about  beginning  Money  Bills. 

“ The  first  they  think  concerns  the  honour  of  the  King’s  word, 
and  if  broke  would  render  it  impracticable  for  him  in  time  to 
come,  if  there  should  be  occasion,  to  treat  with  enemies  or  rebels, 
unless  a Parliament  were  assembled  to  ratify  his  concessions,  and, 
thinking  that  to  he  the  most  difficult  of  all  points  to  overcome  in 
an  Irish  Parliament,  hope,  and  I believe  with  reason,  to  get  them 
confirmed  here,  and  from  thence  argue  that  the  English  Parlia- 
ment must  sit  first  to  remove  this  hone  of  dissension. 

“ To  the  second,  they  hope  that  time  will  diminish  those 
animosities  that  obstructed  it  before. 

“ As  to  the  third,  there  are  very  various  opinions  among 
honest  gentlemen  how  far  another  Irish  Parliament  will  insist 
upon  that  privilege,  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been  much 
countenanced  by  the  Parliament  here.  Others  think  it  a 
prerogative  of  the  King’s  better  lost  than  kept.  I confess 
myself  so  ignorant  of  the  Government  of  Ireland  and  its  true 
interest  that  I will  not  undertake  to  decide  so  nice  a point,  hut 
think  wdth  very  little  light  one  may  discern  that  unless  a Par- 
liament do  meet  speedily,  it  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  that 
kingdom,  and  therefore  could  wish  that  everybody  would  apply 
their  thoughts  to  the  proposing  such  methods  as  might  give  a 
reasonable  prosiiect  of  agreement  in  case  of  a Session.  And  this 
recalls  to  mind  what  was  directed  at  a Cal)inet  Council  some 
time  before  the  King  went,  upon  the  deljate  of  an  Irish  Parliament 
— that  Mr.  Secretary  should  write  to  the  Lords  Justices  to  give 
their  opinion  how  reasonably  it  might  he  hoped  that  a Parliament 
would  meet  and  sit  in  good  temper,  and  what  methods  they 
would  propose  to  effect  it ; to  which  I have  never  seen  or  heard 
of  any  answer,  but  conclude  it  is  come  since  the  King  went  aw^ay, 
and  if  sent  after  him  is  in  danger  of  being  no  more  remembered 
till  his  return.  This  w^as  intended  to  go  by  my  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Pine,  but  this  gentleman  telling  me  he  goes  tomorrow',  I 
would  not  delay  this  enquiry.” 

Antograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbuey]  . 

1694,  June  14-24,  Camp  near  Tirlemont. — “ Having  had  the 
honour  to  answer  your  Grace’s  last  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I 
am  only  commanded  by  the  King  to  take  notice  of  a letter  I have 
received  from  Mr.  Eobinson,  enclosing  the  demands  of  the  Suedes 
for  damages  sustained  by  them  by  the  seizing  and  detention  of 
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their  ships  in  England.  I do  not  send  your  Grace  any  copy, 
because  mention  is  made  in  those  papers  that  duplicates  will  be 
presented  by  the  Minister  of  Sueden  to  the  Queen ; hut  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  is  that,  when  they  shall  he  received,  they  he 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  Cabinet  Council,  and  such  an 
answer  transmitted  to  his  INIajesty  as  may  be  lit  to  he  returned 
to  the  Court  of  Sueden. 

“We  have  just  now  received  information  that  the  packet  wliich 
had  the  letters  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  carried  into  Dunkirk. 
I have  therefore  sent  your  Grace  a coi>y  of  the  letter  I then  writ, 
though  it  may  signify  little  now  the  Dutch  ships  have  joined 
ours  on  the  coast  of  Holland. 

[P.S.]  “ I send  your  Grace  the  order  of  battle  as  the  Army 

was  drawn  up  at  the  last  Camp.” 


SiiUEWSiJURY  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  .Tune  15,  Whitehall. — “ I am  sorry  I must  again  begin 
with  ill  news,  and  this  I have  now  to  relate  is,  I fear,  of  as  ill 
consequence  to  his  IMajesty  and  the  public  as  any  part  of  this 
unfortunate  attempt.  What  I mean  is  the  death  of  Mr.  Talmash, 
which  happened  upo!i  Tuesday  in  the  evening,  at  Plymouth. 

“ I have  received  a memorial  from  the  Swedish  Minister  here, 
with  an  account  of  their  demands,  the  same  with  that  you  had 
from  Mr.  Bohinson.  I have  sent  it  to  Sir  Charles  Hedges,  to 
consider  what  objections  he  can  make.  . . . 

“ My  Lord  Dursley  has  delivered  to  me  the  States’  letter  to  the 
King  upon  his  recall 

“ Since  the  Fleet  is  come  into  the  Channel,  and  before  this,  I 
conclude,  at  Spithead,  it  will  I suppose  he  more  easy  to  comply 
with  his  Majesty’s  directions,  intending  some  more  strength  to 
join  those  on  the  Broad  Fourteens  ; hut  I can  acquaint  you  with 
no  positive  resolution  till  we  receive  an  account  from  the  Fleet  of 
their  cojidition  and  what  they  propose.” 

Aiitonraph  draft. 

Sec.  BL.i.TiiwAYT  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  June  18-28,  Roosbeck. — . . . “ In  answer  to  what 

is  mentioned  by  your  Grace  of  the  port  of  Fleckeroe,  his  IMajesty 
is  pleased  to  explain  his  directions  that  Bart  he  not  attacked  in 
the  port  itself,  if  there  be  any  such,  hut  that  in  the  road  or  any 
other  place  where  there  may  not  be  the  same  reasonable  objection 
of  bringing  the  Danes  to  a declaration  of  war,  the  squadron  be 
ordered  to  attack  him,  and  to  seize  all  those  vessels  that  are 
hound  with  corn  and  contraband  goods  to  the  dominions  of 
France. 

“ The  Baron  de  Leefdale  is  come  this  afternoon  to  the  Camp, 
and  is  now  with  me.  I have  disposed  everything  to  as  near  a 
compliance  as  may  be  with  what  your  Grace  proposes  for  hindering 
the  release  of  Parker,  and  accordingly  send  your  Grace  his  depo- 
sition, and  with  it  one  of  his  ^Majesty’s  messengers  that  saw  him 
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sign  and  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  paper ; which,  if  it  he  thought 
necessary,  the  messenger  will  make  oath  of  before  the  Judges. 
His  Majesty  does  further  intend  to  dispatch  Leefdale  himself  to 
England  tomorrow  ; but  because  he  may  by  some  accident  not 
come  time  enough,  his  Majesty  hopes  the  deposition  so  attested 
may  in  that  case  suffice  to  prevent  his  being  bailed. 

“ I have  not  been  able  by  this  post  to  acquaint  your  Grace 
with  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  touching  the  late  Lord  Kingston’s 
brother,  his  Majesty  coming  late  this  evening  from  a review,  and 
other  business  intervening  to  take  up  his  time. 

“ The  King  has  had  no  thoughts  of  referring  Mr.  Kick  to  your 
Grace,  nor  of  appointing  him  Consul  of  Eotterdam,  nor  is  like  to 
give  any  order  in  it,  unless  it  be  judged  necessary  in  England. 

“His  Majesty  has  been  informed  by  your  Grace’s  last 
letter,  and  by  my  Lord  Cutts’s  relation,  of  what  has  passed 
in  the  expedition  against  Brest,  and  of  the  return  of  the  Eleet 
and  land-forces.  And  for  what  concerns  their  being  further 
employed,  I am  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  his  Majesty  is 
very  desirous  of  it,  and  has  therefore  commanded  me  to 
signify  his  pleasure  that  it  be  considered  by  the  Committee 
attending  the  Queen  what  may  be  fit  to  be  undertaken  ; and 
that  if  anything  be  agreed  on  as  practicable  for  annoying  the 
French  upon  their  coast,  her  Majesty’s  directions  be  given  to  the 
land-forces  and  to  the  squadron  to  execute  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  a council  of  war  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  squadron  and  land-forces  ; but  if  it  shall  not  be 
thought  practicable  to  give  the  French  any  further  annoyance 
upon  their  coast,  that  the  forces  be  then  landed  and  disposed  of 
into  their  garrisons  and  quarters,  the  Kegiments  of  Cutts,  Colier, 
and  Kada  only  excepted,  which  are  to  be  forthwith  sent  by  the 
best  conveyance  from  Portsmouth  to  Ostend,  either  by  tenders 
or  transport  ships ; or,  in  case  any  of  those  Regiments  should  have 
suffered  too  much  in  the  expedition,  one  or  more  other  Regiments 
that  are  in  better  condition  of  service  are  to  be  sent  in  their  stead ; 
and  the  Regiment  of  Belasyse,  when  relieved,  is  to  be  likewise 
transported  to  the  same  place  from  the  River  of  Thames.  And 
in  case  no  such  conveyance  do  offer  in  time  from  Portsmouth,  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  is  that  then  those  Regiments  as  above 
mentioned,  not  exceeding  three  in  number,  do  march  to  London, 
and  there  with  the  Regiment  of  Belasyse  do  embark  for  Ostend 
or  Willemstadt  on  board  such  ships  as  may  be  immediately 
ordered  to  transport  them  to  one  of  those  places,  his  Majesty 
desiring  rather,  if  it  can  be  brought  to  pass,  that  they  be  carried 
to  Ostend  ; his  further  pleasure  being  that  in  case  of  the  landing 
of  the  forces,  the  squadron  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the 
Queen  shall  think  most  fitting.’’ 

Re.  the  23. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[16] 94,  June  19,  Whitehall. — “Some  Lords  having  met  this 
afternoon  by  her  Majesty’s  directions,  to  consider  of  other  matters, 
I have  obeyed  his  Majesty’s  commands  signified  in  yours  of  the 
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14th,  which  I received  this  morning,  and  laid  the  demands  of  the 
Swedes,  and  Mr.  Lyancroon’s  letter  to  me  upon  them,  before 
their  Lordships.  They  were  pleased  to  approve  what  I had 
already  done,  which  was  to  send  directions  to  Sir  Charles  Hedges 
to  set  down  the  reasons  [which]  induced  him  to  condemn  those 
shi2:)s  [which]  were  sentenced  in  his  Court.  . . . Sir  Paul  Kycaut 
informs  me  that  some  shij^s  in  this  list  have  been  claimed  by 
Hamburghers.  . . . 

“ I perceive  Sir  Paul  Eycaut,  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  l‘2th, 
thinks  it  will  he  difficult  to  seize  the  j^ersoii  of  H.,  hut  that  a way 
might  be  found  to  seize  his  jiapers  without  giving  cause  of  any 
resentment  between  the  K[ing]  of  Den  [mark]  and  any  other 
princes ; but  of  this  I conclude  he  informs  you,  and  will  receive 
his  Majesty’s  commands.” 

Autofjraph  draft. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  June  21. — “ Lord  Kee^ier,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  Marquis  of  Nornianbie,  Mr. 
Secretaiy. 

“ It  being  ju'ojiosed  whether  the  Fleet  should  have  orders  to  take 
the  ten  Regiments,  or  as  many  as  they  could  conveniently,  on 
board,  to  make  some  attemjit  u2)on  the  coast  of  France : 

“It  was  resolved  that  they  take  the  ten  Regiments. 

“I  was  of  ojhnion  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  oiiinion  of  the 
Council  of  War,  what  numbers  of  the  land-men  they  thought 
useful  for  the  attem2)ts  they  designed. 

“Mr.  Secretary  was  of  oxiinion  that  only  four  Regiments 
should  be  2)ut  on  land.  The  other  four  were  for  ordering  all  the 
ten.” 

In  ShrewHhurjfH  hand,  and  endorsed  hij  him  : Cabinet  Council 
at  Whitehall. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  [.June  21-]July  1,  s.n.,  Roosbeck. — “Herewith  I send 
your  Grace  a diydicate  of  my  last  letter  for  fear  of  miscarriage, 
and  the  rather  as  it  is  likewise  an  answer  to  that  from  your 
Grace  of  the  15th  jiast,  which  has  lu’ought  the  ill  news  of  Mr. 
TalmaslTs  death.  The  King  is  very  sensible  of  this  loss,  and  of 
our  misfortune  before  Brest,  but  has  nothing  to  add  to  his 
2)leasure  already  signified  touching  the  Channel  squadron  and 
the  land  forces  ; nor  does  his  Majesty  think  fit  to  give  any 
directions  concerning  the  Suedish  demands  until  he  receive  the 
oi)inion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  when  they  shall  have 
taken  them  into  consideration,  according  to  my  letter  of  the 
14-24th  jiast ; and  then,  in  case  it  shall  be  thought  fit  to  have 
the  matter  treated  of  at  Stockholm,  his  TMajesty  does  resolve  to 
give  Mr.  Robinson,  by  whom  the  business  will  be  managed,  the 
character  of  Agent,  with  an  allowance  of  40.!>.  ]>er  diem. 

“I  will  endeavour  for  the  next  2>ost  to  know  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  concerning  the  late  Lord  Kingston’s  brother. 
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“ His  Majesty  has  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  States 
General  for  a review  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Jager,  wherein  his 
Majesty  would  first  have  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council 
before  any  answer  be  given. 

“ There  could  be  no  better  nor  more  speedy  conveyance  found 
for  the  Baron  de  Leefdale  than  the  packet-boat,  by  which  he  now 
takes  his  passage,  in  company  with  an  officer  of  the  Dutch 
Guards  that  speaks  English,  and  wall  serve  for  his  interpreter. 
They  will  immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  London  wait  on  your 
Grace,  and  receive  your  directions,  which  I hope  may  be  in  time.” 
E.  7,  o.s. 


Shre^vsbury  to  the  Earl  of  Portland. 

1694,  June  22,  Whitehall. — “Application  having  been  made  to 
the  Queen,  by  Mr.  Johnston,  brother  to  the  Secretary  of  Scotland, 
to  be  reimbursed  money  he  had  laid  out  upon  intelligences,  her 
Majesty  w^as  pleased  to  direct  that  I should  inform  myself  from 
him  of  the  particulars  ; whereupon  he  delivered  this  enclosed 
paper  into  my  hands,  the  heads  relating  to  matters  unknown  to 
her  Majesty,  and  of  which  nobody  but  the  King  or  yourself  has 
any  knowledge.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  June  22nd,  Whitehall. — “I  have  here  enclosed  sent  you 
some  remarks  Sir  Charles  Hedges  has  already  made  upon  the 
demands  of  the  Swedes.  Unless  he  very  much  mistakes,  which  I 
hope  and  believe  he  does  not,  we  shall  be  able  to  give  a better 
and  quicker  answer  than  I could  have  imagined. 

“By  the  mistake  of  the  Captain  of  the  Montagu,  who  com- 
manded that  squadron  which  joined  the  Dutch  upon  the  Broad 
Fourteens,  the  English  ships  are  come  to  the  Gunfleet,  but  were 
immediately  ordered  back  by  the  Admiralty,  with  an  addition  of 
other  ships,  and  Eear  Admiral  Hobson  to  command  them.  We 
had  information  yesterday  that  whilst  our  ships  had  quitted  their 
station,  a considerable  fleet,  to  the  number  of  300,  were  passed 
from  the  Sound  to  Dunkirk,  convoyed  by  three  men-of-war,  and 
met  by  Du  Bart  with  seven  or  eight  more ; but  not  hearing  this 
confirmed  today,  we  hope  it  is  not  true,  and  that  our  ships  will  be 
again  in  their  station  time  enough  to  intercept  them.  However, 
I have  recommended  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  they 
have  promised,  that  the  matter  shall  be  examined,  the  mistake 
being  upon  their  own  orders,  of  too  great  consequence,  and  too 
plain,  as  they  represent  it,  to  be  passed  over  without  examina- 
tion.” . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  [June  25-] July  5,  s.n.,  Roosbeck. — “I  have  received 
the  honour  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  13th  past  but  yesterday 
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l)v  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Arran,  my  Lord  Lexinton  liaving 
taken  Amsterdam  in  his  way,  to  settle  his  credits  there,  and  not 
arriving  in  the  Camp  before  this  day. 

“Your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  15th  I have  already  answered,  and 
that  being  the  last  from  England,  I should  have  little  to  say  at 
present  were  it  not  for  the  misfortune  that  has  happened  to  the 
Dutch  ships  that  were  cruising  on  the  Droad  Fourteens,  which, 
besides  the  loss  of  the  men-of-war,  has  all  the  ill  consequence 
that  the  relieving  of  France  at  this  time  from  the  greatest 
necessities  can  he  of  to  us.  For  the  particulars  I refer  your 
Grace  to  the  abstract  I have  drawn  from  the  letter  the  King  has 
received  from  the  Captain  of  the  Piosendael  Frigate,  that  escaped 
very  narrowly. 

“ This  unfortunate  accident  and  disgrace  will  be  imputed  to  the 
want  or  absence  of  our  ships  aftei’  so  long  a warning  and 
appointment  of  the  place  of  rendezvous.  But  there  being  no 
help  for  what  is  past,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  turn  his 
thoughts  towards  preventing  of  further  mischief,  and  avenging 
the  affront ; to  which  purpose  his  Majesty  has  sent  his  orders,  a 
copy  whereof  is  here  enclosed,-'  to  Bear- Admiral  Hopson  to 
pursue  the  enemy  as  soon  as  he  shall  get  ten  ships  together. 

• And  because  his  Majesty  does  think  the  increase  of  that  number 
would  he  more  effectual  against  De  Bart,  in  case  he  can  l)e  met 
with,  his  IMajesty  commands  me  to  signify  his  pleasure  that 
orders  be  given  to  the  Admiralty  for  the  sending  a reinforcement 
of  ships  as  soon  as  possible ; and  in  case  there  be  any  other 
men-of-war  nearer  than  the  Fleet,  which  may  be  employed 
upon  this  service,  his  directions  are  that  they  be  sent  immediately 
to  join  Bear  Admiral  Hopson  upon  that  part  of  the  Broad 
Fourteens  that  has  been  appointed  for  the  rendezvous;  which 
ships  may  be  replaced  from  the  Channel  squadron,  unless  it  be 
judged  as  expeditious  that  a detachment  may  be  made  directly 
from  thence,  wherein,  if  that  method  he  thought  most  advisable, 
his  Majesty  would  have  all  possible  dispatch  used,  to  prevent  the 
great  inconveniencies  that  may  otherwise  happen  by  leaving 
De  Bart  master  of  the  Northern  8eas. 

“Your  Grace's  last  letter  mentioning  }’our  desire  to  know  to 
what  time  my  Lord  Dursley  shall  continue  in  pay  as  his  Majesty’s 
Minister  in  Holland,  1 am  commanded  to  acquaint  your  Grace 
that  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  agree  that  the  delivery  of  the 
re-ci'edentials  shall  determine  his  Lordship’s  entertainment.” 

B.  7,  o.s. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Bl.\thw'ayt. 

1(194,  June  ‘itl,  Whitehall. — “ 1 have  yours  of  the  18th,  and 
conclude  that  by  this  post  i\[r.  Secretary  will  acquaint  you  the 
Fleet  is  ordered  to  sail  with  the  ten  Begiments  on  board.  I am 
sorry  it  is  no  more  possible  to  obey  his  Majesty’s  commands  as 
to  the  corn-ships,  since  you  will  have  heard  they  are  got  by  into 
Dunkirk,  and  we  apprehend  with  some  danger  to  the  Dutch,  at 


• Not  found. 
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the  very  instant  our  squadron  quitted  their  station,  as  I feared  in 
my  last.  The  CaiDtain  i^retends  that  because  the  Dutcli  would 
not  join,* * * §  he  was  directed  by  the  order  of  the  Ad[miralty]  I 
formerly  sent  you  to  come  away  if  he  were  not  in  company  of 
three  Dutch  ships,  [and?]  not  to  remain  longer  in  tliat  station, 
because  the  Duthe  [Dutch]  flag  with  the  ships  under  him  would 
not  immediately  join  and  be  commanded  by  a private  Captain.  ! 
There  are  such  a number  of  unlucky  accidents  [Avhich]  conspire 
to  this  misfortune  • it  is  a sort  of  fatality ; but  all  proceeds  from 
giving  a command  of  this  nature  to  one  that  understands  neither 
sense  nor  his  own  business  any  better.  The  Ad  [miralty]  promise 
to  examine  and  punish  him.:]; 

“ These  enclosed  papers  relate  to  a del)t  due  from  his  Majesty 
to  the  Pr  [ince]  of  Den  [mark] , and  will  fully  inform  you  of  the 
occasion  of  it.  I put  them  into  my  Lord  Godolphin’s  hands  by 
his  Majesty’s  express  directions,  and  he  having  informed  himself 
of  the  state  of  the  case  from  my  Lord  Nottingham,  as  you  will 
see  by  my  Lord’s  letter  of  the  18th  (?)  to  my  Lord  Go  [dolphin] , 
he  has  returned  the  papers  to  me ; by  which  it  plainly  ajipears 
that  the  King  is  engaged  to  the  Prince  for  the  wdiole  money,  and 
the  States  to  his  Majesty  for  the  one  half.  Now  as  nobody  would 
propose  that  during  the  exigencies  of  this  war  his  Majesty 
should  part  with  so  considerable  a sum,  so  on  the  other  side  the 
debt  is  so  just,  and  his  Majesty’s  honour  so  far  engaged  in  it,  that 
I presume,  whenever  we  have  a peace,  and  that  the  debts  of  the 
Crown  should  be  laid  before  Parliament,  this  will  l)e  inserted  as 
one  occasioned  by  the  war  ; and  therefore,  to  lessen  the  sum  as 
much  as  may  he,  and  that  the  King  may  pay  no  more  than  his 
due,  I should  think  it  were  not  improper  that  Mr.  Dyckvelt  were 
put  in  mind  of  the  engagement  the  States  are  under  upon  this 
account ; for  if  they  fail  to  pay  what  they  have  promised,  the 
debt  will  fall  upon  the  King,  who  alone  is  engaged  to  the  Prince 
of  Denmark  for  the  whole.” 

Autograph  draft.^ 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  [.June  28-] .July  8,  s.n.,  Eoosbeck. — “We  have  yet  no 
fresher  letters  from  England  than  those  of  the  15th,  which  makes 
us  fear  the  packet-boat  may  have  been  taken  by  the  French ; and 
because  the  like  misfortune  may  have  happened  to  the  last  going 
from  hence,  De  Bart  being  master  at  sea,  I send  the  enclosed 
duplicate,  il  which  contains  his  Majesty’s  orders  relating  to  the 
squadron  that  is  to  go  in  pursuit  of  him. 

“Your  Grace  knows  that  for  the  two  last  years  there  has 
[have]  been  several  Hanover  regiments  that  have  served  as 
auxiliaries  here,  for  which  the  King  and  the  States  have  given 


* “ And  come  under  his  command” — struck  out. 

j This  sentence  is  incomplete. 

) The  first  paragraph  appears  to  have  been  written  subsequently  to  the  rest 
of  the  draft. 

§ There  is  also  a draft  of  a short  note  of  27  July,  from  the  same  to  the  same, 
li  There  is  only  one  letter  of  the  6th,  the  other  having  probably  been  lost. 
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subsidies  to  the  Elector,  and  only  bread  and  forage  to  the  troops, 
according  to  a particular  Treaty  in  that  behalf.  Now  his  Majesty 
and  the  States  are  desirous  to  take  those  troops  absolutely  into 
their  own  service  during  the  war,  and  to  pay  them  as  the  Danes, 
without  giving  any  sul>sidies.  His  Majesty  takes  eight  regiments 
and  the  States  four  into  their  respective  pay,  for  which  l)etween 
his  Majesty  and  the  Elector  a new  Treaty  is  necessary  and  a 
Project  made  ; which  being  to  be  signed  by  Mr.  Wolseley  as  that 
of  Wolfembuttle,  his  Majesty  would  have  powers  under  the  Great 
Seal  immediately  sent  for  Mr.  Wolseley  to  conclude  and  sign  such 
a Treaty,  wherein  your  Grace  will  please  to  observe  that  his 
Majesty  and  the  Elector  are  the  only  parties,  the  States  making 
a separate  agreement  for  their  regiments.  It  is  requisite  that 
the  powers  do  not  bear  a later  date  than  the  2nd  or  3rd  day  of 
this  month,  old  style,  and  that  it  may  precede  the  date  of  the 
Treaty. 

“ I have  read  to  his  Majesty  a letter  from  Mr.  Kirke,  Consul  at 
Genua,  part  whereof  relating  to  the  trade  of  that  Kepublic,  his 
IMajesty  commands  me  to  send  your  Grace  the  enclosed  extract, 
that  consideration  may  be  had  of  the  proposal,  and  such  orders 
given  by  the  Queen  as  shall  be  judged  most  proper.”  . . , . 

E.  7. 

King  Williaji  III.  to  Rear-x\dmiual  Thojias  Hobson. 

1694,  [June  29-]  July  9,  Camp  at  Eoosbeck  in  Brabant. 
— “ M hereas  we  have  already  signitied  to  you  our  pleasure  that 
upon  joining  with  the  Dutch  ships  of  war  at  the  Broad  Fourteens, 
you  should  forthwith  go  in  pursuit  of  De  Bart,  and  endeavour  to 
seize  or  destroy  the  squadron  under  his  command ; and  wo 
having  since  that  time  received  information  of  the  said  De 
Bart’s  being  gone  into  Dunkirk,  we  do  hereby  further  direct  and 
require  you  to  consult  with  the  Commanders  of  the  Dutch  men-of- 
war  that  shall  join  you,  and  with  them  to  concert  and  agree  on 
what  may  be  httest  to  1)0  done  to  annoy  the  enemy  and  to  put  in 
execution  our  intentions  against  De  Bart,  or  otherwise  to 
hinder  him  and  his  squadron  from  coming  out  of  Dunkirk, 
which  is  to  be  done  either  by  lying  with  the  ships  you  command 
as  aforesaid  before  that  port  in  proper  stations,  or  by  further 
l)ursuing  the  said  De  Bart  when  he  shall  come  out  of  the  said 
port,  according  to  the  former  directions  which  you  have  received 
from  us.” 

Copy,  enclosed  in  Blatlueayt' s letter  q/' 2-12  July. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blaxhwayt. 

[16]  94,  .June  29,  Whitehall. — . . . “ I have  little  to  troulile 
you  with  but  my  apprehensions  that  the  news  of  the  Dunkirk 
squadron  is  rather  worse  than  we  feared  at  first,  though  we  have 
no  particulars  but  from  three  Swedes’  ships  loaded  with  corn 
that  one  of  our  cruisers  brought  to  Deale  from  out  of  a great 
fleet  of  theirs  and  the  Danes’,  wliich  are  now  we  suppose  sailing 
through  the  Channel,  and  which  the  Queen  has  directed  my 
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Lord  Berkley  to  send  out  a squadron  to  endeavour  to  bring  into 
the  first  j)ort  that  lies  most  convenient,  to  stop  them  till  they 
are  examined. 

“ The  Captain  that  commanded  our  squadron  designed  to  join 
the  Dutch  upon  the  Broad  Fourteens  does  not  allege  that  the 
dispute  in  command  occasioned  this  misfortune,  hut  that,  receiv- 
ing the  Admiralty’s  order  to  come  away  immediately  if  he  were 
not  then  joined  by  three  Dutch  men-of-war,  he  thought  himself 
obliged  strictly  to  obey  the  order,  and  to  come  away ; the  Dutch 
l)eing  at  that  time  at  one  end  of  the  Broad  Fourteens,  and  he  at 
the  other,  though  they  had  before  met  and  agreed  upon  all 
signals.  He  is  sent  down  to  be  tried  by  a Council  of  war  at  the 
buoy  of  the  Nore,  but  it  is  thought  cannot  be  punished  for 
having  too  strictly  followed  the  letter  rather  than  the  sense  of 
his  order.” 

Autofimjih  draft. 

Infoemation  by  John  Wilson  of  Chippin. 

[1694,  June  ?] — About  four  or  five  years  since  Mr.  Thrilfall  of 
Goosner  and  Mr.  John  Lunt  came  from  King  James  out  of 
Ireland  into  Lancashire,  and  brought  several  commissions, 
declarations,  and  other  papers  to  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen  and 
others.  They  bought  great  quantities  of  arms,  &c.,  years  ago. 
Mr.  Lunt  was  at  Dungenhall  with  Mr.  Wahnesley,  who  had  lately 
come  from  France,  with  a commission  ; and  Mr.  Lunt  [en]  listed 
several  men  for  King  James.  Mr.  Charles  Harris,  of  Farrick 
House,  and  others  are  mentioned. 

Not  signed,  and  undated. 

[Information  by  Col.  Parker  ?] 

[1694,  June'?] — “When  King  James  left  the  kingdom  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  I then  went  immediately 
after  him  into  France,  and  upon  my  coming  to  St.  German’s  was 
introduced  to  kiss  his  hand  in  his  private  closet,  by  the  Lords 
Thomas  and  George  Howard.  From  thence  I was  ordered  with 
the  rest  of  his  Guards  to  go  for  Dublin.  When  we  came  there, 
immediately  upon  our  arrival,  one  Dr.  Bromfield  came  there  also 
from  England,  expecting  to  meet  his  Majesty,  and  brought  over 
with  him  an  account  of  the  condition  and  readiness  of  his  friends 
the  Papists  and  Jacobites  here,  but  more  particularly  in  London, 
Sussex,  and  Kent,  and  in  Staffordshire,  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  and 
Yorkshire,  and  from  them  all  desired  of  his  Majesty  Commissions 
for  the  several  persons  of  quality  hereafter  named,  with  blanks 
for  their  inferior  officers,  which  accordingly  his  Majesty  caused 
forthwith  to  lie  issued  forth  both  for  England  and  Scotland.” 

The  writer  was  engaged  to  carry  the  commissions  into 
England.  He  wvas  told  by  Lord  Milfort  that  the  King  had 
ordered  the  officer  of  the  Guards,  who  was  a Frenchman,  to 
cashier  him,  in  order  “to  blind  the  business.”  Mr.  Thrilfall,  of 
the  Ashes  in  Goosner,  Lancashire,  and  the  writer  were  dispatched 
to  England,  and  Mr.  Gourdon,  also  cashiered,  to  Scotland.  They 
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carried  declarations,  commissions,  and  other  papers.  The  persons 
to  whom  the  commissions  (as  Colonels,  etc.)  were  delivered  were: — 
Lane.  Lord  Mollineux’s  son  William.^'' 

,,  Thomas  Tildesley,  Esq. 

,,  Dalton,  of  Thnrnham,  Esq. 

,,  Sherhurn,  of  Stonyhurst,  Esq. 

,,  Townley,  of  Townley,  Esq. 

,,  Girlington,  of  Girlington,  Esq.  Protestant. 

,,  Westhy,  of  Mobrick,  Esq. 

,,  Lord  Molineux  had  Instructions,  as  Governor 
of  Liverpool. 

Chesh.  Lee,  of  Lyme,  Esq.  Protestant. 

,,  Sir  Thomas  Stanley,  of  Aldersley.  Protestant. 

,,  Chumley,  of  Vale  Royal,  Esq.  Protestant. 

,,  Sir  Rowland  Stanie3^ 

Northt.  Lord  Brudenell. 

,,  Sir Erogmorton. 

Other  papers  were  delivered  or  sent  to  Mr.  Jackson,  Lord 
Griffin,  Sir  William  Penn,  the  Quaker,  Lord  Dunharr,  Lord 

Preston,  Lord  Eairefax, Strickland,  Sir  Thomas  Gascone, 

and  Sir Stapleton. 

The  writer  was  afterwards  made  a prisoner,  hut  after  some 
time  was  discharged,  and  went  over  to  King  James,  who  sent  him 
back  with  a promise  to  come  to  England  in  the  following  spring. 
Lord  Melfort  sent  a paper  with  liini  for  Capt.  Griffith,  in  the 
Meuse  (Mews  ?),  who  spoke  to  him  about  the  proposed  “cutting  off 
the  Prince  of  Orange,”  while  hunting,  and  introduced  him  to 
several  gentlemen  at  the  Queen’s  Head,  in  White  Hart  Yard,  in 
the  Strand,  where  “the  method  of  doing  it”  was  discussed. 
Griffith  said  he  had  about  sixty  brave  fellows  engaged  in  the 
business.  Some  of  these,  including  Whitney,  the  highway-man, 
were  afterwards  taken  and  secured. 

The  writer  then  describes  his  journeys  between  England  and 
St.  Germain’s,  in  connexion  with  the  proposed  invasion  of 
England,  and  the  attempt  on  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  which 
last  business  he  personally  engaged  himself.  He  mentions 
several  officers  at  Dover  and  Eeversham,  who  were  implicated. 
Being  troubled  in  his  thoughts,  he  consulted  several  priests,  his 
friends  and  relations,  in  Erance ; some  were  positively  against  it 
as  damnable,  others  for  it  as  meritorious.  Resolved,  on  coming 
to  England,  “not  to  he  one  in  it,”  and  was  persuaded  by  a friend 
to  acquaint  Secretary  Trenchard.  Told  him  of  the  Kentish 
men’s  design  on  the  King’s  life,  and  the  design  of  seizing  the 
Tower  and  Tillhury  Fort,  and  how  these  were  to  he  seized  ; also 
Shernesse,  Dover,  Eoulston,  the  coast  of  Rumney  YIa[r]sh,  Hull, 
and  the  north  parts. 

Refers  to  another  meeting  at  the  (Queen’s  Head,  attended  by 
Lord  Griffin,  Lord  Baltimore,  Lord  Eeversham,  Capt.  Tozier,  and 
others,  where  it  was  said  that  a large  army  was  ready  to  meet  at 
24  hours’  warning,  under  the  conduct  of  certain  Lords  and 
Colonels  (named). 


’ Sir  VVilliara  Gernird.  elsewhere. 
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Was  afterwards  informed  that  as  the  Kentish  design  on  the 
King’s  life  had  been  prevented  “ by  some  traitor  or  other,”  it  was 
resolved  “ to  try  another  way  upon  him  in  Flanders  ” (described). 

Left  many  of  his  papers  at  Brudges,  in  Flanders,  with  Father 
Confessarius,  at  Prince  Nenff.  While  at  Rochester,  he  was  intro- 
duced to  several  commanders  of  the  King’s  men-of-war,  who 
trod  upon  King  William’s  commissions,  and  drank  King  James’s 
health.  Can  point  out  many  places  where  quantities  of  arms,  &c., 
are  kept.  Knows  the  names  of  great  persons  who  have  supplied 
King  James  with  money,  and  who  made  up  the  30,000/.  which 
Lord  Middleton  carried  with  him. 

18  pp.,  not  signed,  dated,  or  endorsed.  In  the  margins  there  arc 
sereral  queries  hg  Shreirshiirg. 


“A  List  of  Cant  Names.” 

[1694,  June?] — This  gives  many  fictitious  names  used  [in 
correspondence?]  for  King  James,  the  King  of  France,  Lords 
Middleton,  Milfort,  Griffin,  &c. 

In  Shrewshurg’s  hand. 

“ Particulars  humbly  proposed.” 

[1694,  June.] — As  to  warrants  for  seizure  of  persons  mentioned 
in  “ the  list,”  their  papers,  horses,  and  arms  ; &c. 

2.  The  list  referred  to  in  the  preceding,  beginning  with  Bir 
Caryll  Mollineux,  Bart.,  Viscount  Maryburgh  in  Ireland  (see 
p.  91). 

3.  “Persons  now  [in]  Town. — Win.  Bicconson,  Esq.,  Wm. 
Gerrard,  Esq.,  Bartholomew  Walmesley,  Esq.,  Wm.  Mollineux, 
Esq.,  Capt.  Eccleston,  Thomas  Hatton,  Nicholas  Rigby.” 

Three  papers,  all  in  the  same  hand. 


Notes  by  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,  June.] — That  Sir  Row.  Stanley,  Sir  William  Clifton,  Mr. 
Lee,  of  Lyme,  Lord  Mollineux,  Sir  William  Gerard,  Mr.  Blundell, 
and  Mr.  Lancton  all  deny  having  ever  seen  Col.  Parker,  or  having 
raised  money  for  King  James,  &c. 


List  of  Prisoners. 

[1694,  June.] — “ A list  of  the  Prisoners  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  Messengers,  which  were  brought  out  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  viz. : — 

Lord  Viscount  Molinaux 
Sir  William  Gerard 
Sir  Tho.  Clifton 
Sir  Rowland  Stanley 
Peter  Legh,  of  Lime,  Esq. 

William  Blundell,  of  Crosby,  Esq. 

Mr.  Lanckton 
Mr.  Jackson 
Mr.  Wood 
Mr.  Wilson 


These  have  all  been  examined 
by  your  Grace. 


These  have  not  yet  been 
with  your  Grace.” 
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Portland  to  Snr.EwsBrRY. 

[16]  94,  July  [2-]  12,  Camp  at  Rostl)eek. — Has  had  no  news  to 
send  since  Shrewsbury’s  letter  of  22nd  June.  The  enemy 
threaten  to  bombard  Liege  or  Mastright.  Is  not  accpiainted  with 
the  particulars  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  disbursements,  but  knows  that  he 
has  been  extremely  laborious  and  active  in  discovering  persons 
ill  intentioned  towards  the  King,  as  Mr.  Secretary  Trench ard 
also  knows.  It  is  only  just  that  those  who  are  zealous  for  the 
service  should  be  reimbursed  the  money  advanced  by  them. 
We  much  regret  here  the  ill  success  of  the  attempt  upon  I Irest, 
and  the  death  of  IMr.  Tohnach  ; and  the  “ rencontre  ” of  J.  Bart 
makes  great  noise  in  Holland,  and  is  harmful  to  “ the  reputation 
of  our  public  affairs.” 

French.  Endorsed:  The  2nd  of  July.  Pi.  the  7th. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  .July  2-12,  Roosheck. — . . . “His  Majesty  has  not  taken 
any  resolution  about  the  getting  an  Imperial  mandate  for  the 
better  seizing  of  H.,  or  the  seizing  of  his  papers  without  it. 

“Your  Grace  is  before  this  time  fully  informed  of  all  that  has 
happened  to  the  Hutch  cruisers  in  reference  to  He  Bart  and  the 
provision  shii)s  he  has  released.  Nothing  could  l)e  more  unlucky 
than  the  mistake  that  has  been  made.  However,  your  Grace 
will  have  understood  from  Mr.  Prior  what  ships  are  fitting  out  in 
Holland  to  follow  He  Bart  if  he  go  out  of  Dunkirk,  or  to  keep 
him  in  there.  By  the  enclosed  copy  of  his  Majesty’s  order  to 
Rear-Admiral  Hopson*-'^  your  Grace  will  see  what  are  the  King’s 
intentions ; and  his  Majesty  further  commands  me  to  signify  his 
l)leasure  to  your  Grace  that  they  be  pursued  by  sending  out  such  a 
strength  and  number  of  ships  as  shall  be  thought  fit  in  England, 
which  are  to  join  the  Dutch  squadron  on  the  end  of  the  Broad 
Fourteens  where  they  were  met  with  by  the  Captain  of  the 
Mountagu,  orders  being  given  in  Holland  for  the  Dutch  ships  to 
expect  ours  there.  The  Pensioner  has  [sent '?]  the  original  order 
to  Hopson,  who  will  receive  it  at  the  intended  station. 

“ I have  read  to  his  Majesty  the  papers  relating  to  the  debt 
due  to  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  and  his  Majesty  does  accordingly 
resolve  to  remind  Mons.  Dyckvelt  of  that  part  for  which  tlm 
States  have  obliged  themselves. 

“Having  laid  liefore  the  King  the  enclosed  letter  from  the 
Consul  of  Legorn,  with  the  annexed  paper,  his  IMajesty  commands 
me  to  send  them  to  your  Grace,  being  favouraldy  inclined  towards 
the  Consul  if  his  reqiiest  be  found  reasonable. 

[P.S.]  . . . “The  French  have  moved  their  right  wing  from 
St.  Tron  to  Tongres,  which  is  nearer  Mastricht  and  Liege.  If 
they  advance  further  towards  either  of  those  places,  w'e  shall 
follow  them,  which  in  all  probability  may  bring  on  an  engage- 
ment.” 

R.  the  7th. 


* See  [29  June-]  2 Julv. 
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Shkewsbuey  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  July  3,  Whitehall. — . . . “My  Lord  Berkley  has 

met  with  the  fleet  of  Swedes  and  Danes,  which  are  to  the  numher 
of  about  sixty  or  seveiity,  and  sent  them  into  the  Downs.  They 
are  most[ly]  laden  with  Norway  goods,  as  deal,  masts,  &g.,  and 
some  with  corn,  all  liound  for  France.  I doul)t  hy  our  last 
Treaty  with  Denmark  corn  is  not  prohibited,  though  with  that 
of  [by  that  with  ?]  Sweden,  under  the  general  word  provision  or 
comeatus,  it  seems  to  he  comprehended.  I shoidd  desire  his 
Majesty  would  give  us  his  instructions,  as  much  as  can  l>e  at  this 
distance,  in  what  manner  we  are  to  deal  with  these  ships ; 
whether  the  utmost  rigour  is  to  l^e  used  ; and,  in  case  the  treaties 
will  not  reach  to  condemn  them,  whether  they  ought  to  he  l)rought 
here,  rather  than  he  sutl'ered  to  proceed  to  furnish  France ; and 
particularly  whether,  in  case  the  treaty  will  justify  the  condemning 
corn  ships  belonging  to  the  Swedes,  and  not  to  the  Danes,  that 
rigour  should  he  extended  to  the  Swedes,  whom  the  King  has 
sometimes  appeared  more  inclinable  to  favour  than  the  Danes. 
I speak  more  at  a guess  in  this  matter  than  I ought  to  do,  or  than 
I should,  could  I get  a sight  of  Mr.  Molesworth’s  last  treaty,  which 
not  being  to  be  found  in  the  office,  I cannot  yet,  though  hope  soon 
to  do. 

“ I am  desired  by  Mr.  Bainton  to  write  a word  in  his  recom- 
mendation to  succeed  Mr.  Butler,  who  is  dead,  in  the  place  of 
Equerry,  in  case  he  be  a person  Mr.  d’Auverkerk  approves,  who 
next  after  his  Majesty  ought  to  be  considered  and  satisfied  in  this 
recommendation,  and  that  Mr.  Pope  decline  his  pretensions, 
which  are  certainly  more  just  than  anybody’s.”  . . 

Aatogyaph  draft. 


CaPEL  to  SlIREWSBUEY. 

[16] 94,  July  3,  Dul)lin  Castle. — “I  received  the  honour  of 
your  Lordship’s  by  Col.  Coningham  three  days  since,  besides 
one  of  the  14th  of  April,  and  another  in  favour  of  Col.  Gustavus 
Hamhleton ; the  two  former  of  which  I had  ansAvered,  but  for 
my  sickness;  and  for  fully  ansAvering  this  last,  I am  deprived  tliis 
post,  for  in  truth  I hax’e  not  been  able  yet  to  get  my  companions 
to  resolve  Avhat  advice  to  gwe  upon  the  subject  matter  for  calling 
a Parliament  here.  As  to  myself,  I have  in  some  measure  given 
it  already  (which  I hear  was  read  at  the  Cabinet)  ; hut  they 
promise  in  a day  or  tAvo  they  Avill,  Avhich  I will  take  care  shall  be 
immediately  transmitted  o\"er  to  the  Queen. 

“My  Lord,  it  is  of  infinite  satisfaction  to  me  that  you  hear  a 
sense  of  the  miseries  of  this  poor  kingdom  by  your  so  prudently 
stating  three  questions  most  necessary  to  be  resolved  in  order  to 
the  calling  of  a Parliament.  I Avill  hy  the  next  give  you  an 
account  thereof.  Certain  it  is ! that  this  kingdom  must  in  short 
time  come  to  a manner  of  desperation,  for  that  the  debt  Ave  have 
contracted  this  year  amounts  to  four  score  thousand  pounds,  and 
next  year  is  like  to  he  less,  for  that  it  is  not  (sic)  like  to  increase 
by  the  many  hardships  England  puts  upon  us.  Excises  the 
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same  ; depopulations  still  continuing  for  want  of  a settlement  of 
titles  by  rai'liament ; so  that  we  have  nothing  to  depend  upon 
but  the  quit-rents.” 

R.  July  the  9th. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  .July  0-15,  Roosheck. — . . . “ There  has  Ijeen  lately 
some  appearance  of  a disposition  in  the  Turks  to  come  to  a treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Emperor  and  tlie  Allies,  and  to  that  purpose  the 
Envoy  of  Poland  that  had  been  sent  to  the  Ilan  of  Tartary, 
upon  his  return  had  given  hopes  that  the  Grand  Signior  would 
send  his  Ambassadors  to  Strye,  a place  in  Poland  upon  the 
borders  of  Transilvania,  where  the  Christians  were  to  send 
theirs,  and  the  treaty  to  he  carried  on  under  the  mediation  of  his 
Majesty  and  the  States  General.  To  which  the  Court  of  Vienna 
have  given  so  much  credit  as  l.)y  the  Count  d’Aversperg  (who  is 
attending  his  Majesty)  to  desire  orders  might  he  given  to  my 
Lord  Paget  to  repair  to  Strye  in  the  quality  of  mediator  at  the 
time  that  should  he  agreed  on.  This  has  been  accordingly  done 
by  a letter  from  his  Majesty  to  his  Lordship,  which  has  been 
delivered  to  Count  Aversperg  ; hut  l)y  the  freshest  informations 
from  those  parts  we  are  assured  the  Turks,  upon  the  late  change 
of  their  ministry,  have  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  a treaty,  so  that 
no  ambassadors  will  be  sent  from  the  Allies  without  further 
encouragement,  nor  will  my  Lord  Paget  have  at  least  so  soon 
the  trouble  of  so  long  a journey.” 

Re.  the  16th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

[16] 94,  July  6,  Whitehall. — “The  wind  having  been  now  fair 
for  some  time,  we  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  four  posts,  which 
being  not  yet  arrived,  I have  nothing  to  inform  you  of  but  that 
her  Majesty  yesterday  in  Council  was  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
papers  and  passes  belonging  to  the  iieet  of  Danes  and  Swedes, 
stopped  by  my  Lord  Berkley  in  the  Channel,  should  be  first 
examined  at  tliat  Board,  which  accordingly  will  be  done,  and 
extraordinary  Councils  called  on  purpose  as  soon  as  the  papers 
are  ready  to  be  laid  before  them.” 

Aiibxiraph  draft. 

To  Richard  Hayward,  one  of  their  Majesties’  Messengers  in 

ordinary. 

1694,  July  7,  Court  at  Whitehall. — Warrant  by  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  Principal  Secretary,  to  take  a constable  with  him 
and  arrest  Caryll,  Lord  Viscount  Mollineux,  with  his  papers  and 
arms,  for  high  treason  in  levying  war  against  their  Majesties, 
Ac. ; and  to  bring  him  before  Shrewsbury  to  be  examined. 

Like  warrant  to  William  Sutton  for  apprehending  Sir  Thomas 
Clifton,  of  Letham. 

Like  warrant  to  Erancis  Clarke  for  apprehending  — 

Lime,  Esq. 


■ — Lee,  of 
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Like  warrant  to  Richard  Hayward  for  apprehending 

Blundell,  of  Crosby,  Esq. 

Like  warrant  to  Peter  Marescoe  for  apprehending  Philip 
Langton,  of  the  Loe,  Esq. 

Like  warrant  to  William  Sutton  for  apprehending  John  Wilson, 
of  Chipping. 

Cojnj. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbuky]  . 

1694,  July  9-19,  Roosbeck. — “ The  letters  of  the  29th  past, 
which  are  the  last  we  have  received  from  England,  being  already 
answered,  I have  only  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  his  Majesty 
does  agree  to  the  proposal  of  Mons.  de  Wildt  that  in  consideration 
of  the  number  of  ships,  English  and  Butch,  appointed  to  follow 
De  Bart,  which  your  Grace  will  have  understood  from  Mr.  Prior 
are  twelve  from  Holland,  some  of  the  Dutch  ships  may  be  spared 
to  act  separately  for  clearing  the  coast  of  privateers,  which  will 
be  ordered  accordingly.  The  English  squadron  under  Rear- 
Admiral  Hopson  is  expected  upon  that  part  of  the  Broad  Fourteens 
where  they  were  last  directed  to  meet  the  Dutch. 

[P.S.]  “ The  last  letters  from  Paris  mention  the  French 

fleet’s  being  gone  into  Toulon,  and  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Russell 
at  Cadiz.” 

R.  the  16. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  July  10,  Whitehall. — “Upon  Saturday  last  I received 
four  of  yours  together,  dated  the  1st,  5th,  8th,  and  12th  of  this 
month,  n.s. 

“ I only  expect  the  return  of  Mr.  Robinson’s  letter  to  lay  the 
whole  matter  of  the  Swedes’  demands  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty’s  directions.  Sir  Charles 
Hedges  has  prepared  and  delivered  to  me  some  time  since  an 
answer  to  the  greatest  part.  ...  I am  glad  the  King 
intends  to  advance  Mr.  Robinson’s  character,  and  that  he  shall 
treat  this  matter  at  Stockholm,  because  I believe  he  will  do  it 
better  than  anybody,  being  thoroughly  versed  in  it.  I hope  in 
time  his  Majesty  will  consider  Mr.  Stepney,  whose  zeal,  success, 
parts,  and  application  deserve  encouragement. 

“I  have  discoursed  with  my  Lord  Keeper  and  Mr.  Secretary 
concerning  what  may  be  proper  to  do  in  answer  to  the  Consul  of 
Genua’s  letter ; who  know  not  what  to  propose,  that  Republic 
having  never  acknowdedged  his  Majesty,  unless  directions  were 
sent  to  Mr.  Russel  to  intimate  something  to  them  of  the  same 
nature  the  Consul  proposes;  and  in  case  his  Majesty  should 
please  to  send  any  such  commands,  I desire  they  may  be  directed 
to  Mr.  Secretary,  it  relating  to  the  Southern  province,  in  which 
it  is  improper  for  me  to  meddle. 

“ Pursuant  to  the  directions  in  your  two  letters  of  the  5th  and 
and  12th,  I writ  to  the  Lords  of  the  Ad[miralty],  a copy  of 
whose  answer  I have  here  enclosed,  and  also  of  what  orders  they 
now  send  to  Vice-Ad  [miral]  Hopson.  I hope  these  may  be  more 
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fortunate  than  the  last  to  the  Captain  of  the  Montagu.  I cannot 
yet  learn  whether  the  reason  that  the  English  and  Dutch  did 
not  join  was  because  our  ships  were  not  on  the  station  his 
Majesty  did  direct  by  you  to  me,  or  whether  the  Dutch  altered 
their  station  after  your  letter,  but  the  mistake  was  of  great 
consequence  as  it  fell  out.  Several  prisoners  that  are  come  from 
Dunkirk,  and  were  there  when  Du  Bart  returned  with  his  prizes, 
I'elate  that  he  himself  owned  that  had  the  other  five  ships 
behaved  themselves  as  well  as  the  three  [which]  were  taken,  he 
must  have  run,  or  been  carried  to  the  Maes,  as  now  he  carried 
them  to  Dunkirk,  there  being  above  100  guns  more  in  the 
Dut[c]h  than  French  squadron.  Du  Bart  himself  was  in  a very 
weak  ship  built  of  fir ; and  his  only  strength  consisting  in  being 
extraordinarily  manned,  it  seems  to  be  an  oversight  in  the 
Holland  Rear-Admiral  to  sufter  himself  to  be  boarded  so  soon. 

“I  have  by  this  post  sent  you  the  ratification  of  the  two  treaties 
concluded  by  Mr.  Stepney,  and  the  powers  desired  for  Mr. 
Wolseley. 

“ It  is  some  time  since  the  case  of  the  Jager  was  laid  before 
the  Queen  in  Council,  upon  a memorial  from  the  Dutch  Ambas- 
sador. My  answer  to  him,  a copy  whereof  I have  here  enclosed, 
will  fully  confirm  you  of  the  state  of  that  case. 

“Mrs.  Heyford,  wife  of  the  Colonel  who  died  in  his  Majesty’s 
service  in  Ireland,  has  ever  since  subsisted  upon  the  King’s 
bounty.  . . . Her  husband  was  well  known  to  me,  and  once  my 
mayor  ('?).  . . . 

“I  sent  to  the  Prize  Office  to  enquire  concerning  what  is 
alleged  by  the  Consul  of  Leghorn  ; who  return  me  this  enclosed 
answer.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  .luly  10,  Whitehall. — “ This  gentleman,  Mr.  Molesworth, 
having  been  ill  used  by  some  of  the  late  Ministers  for  being  too 
stiff  to  that  principle  which  you  and  I have  been  ready  to  own, 
is  really  a man  of  great  industry  and  of  such  true  zeal  to  his 
country  that  he  might  be  vei'y  useful,  but  that  I doubt  something 
remains  with  our  superiors  of  the  ill  character  has  been  given  of 
him  by  those  I hope  they  do  not  listen  now  to  in  other  matters. 
...  It  is  pity  such  partial  representations  should  lose  to  the 
Government  a man  of  his  understanding  and  application.  . . 

“ Yesterday  I received  the  favour  of  your  Lordship’s  of  the 
3rd,  and  wish  with  impatience  to  hear  what  will  be  your  joint 
opinions.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  .luly  12-22,  Roosbeck. — “ I have  read  both  your  Grace’s 
letters  of  the  3rd  and  6th  instant  to  the  King,  who  does  not  think 

*A  paragraph,  struck  out  here,  states  that  the  letter  of  14  June  was  conveyed  by 
a Colonel  of  Dragoons  in  Ireland;  “ I think  his  name  is  Cuninghain.” 

26659  o 
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fit  to  give  any  orders  concerning  the  Danish  and  Suedish  ships 
that  are  seized,  leaving  that  matter  to  the  determination  of  the 
Council  according  to  the  Treaties  ; his  Majesty  being  withall  very 
willing  that  the  Buedes  may  perceive  they  are  distinguished  in 
their  treatment  from  the  Danes — where  there  is  room  for  favour 
— without  showing  too  great  a partiality. 

“ His  Majesty  has  not  yet  disposed  of  the  Querrie’s  {sic)  place, 
but  Col.  Pope  is  in  expectation  of  it.  Mr.  Bains  succeeds  Col. 
Butler  in  - the  Guards.  Tomorrow  we  march  towards  tlie 
Mehaigne,  where  it  is  probable  there  may  be  an  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  at  which  we  cannot  but  be  concerned  while  his 
Majesty’s  person  is  in  danger.” 

Re.  the  17th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  July  13,  Whitehall. — “Yesterday  the  Lords  of  the 
Council  took  into  consideration  the  Danes’  and  Swedes’  ships 
stopped  in  the  Channel  by  her  Majesty’s  orders.  They  w'ere 
pleased  to  direct  that  those  of  both  nations  that  were  in  ballast 
should  he  immediately  dismissed.  It  w'as  also  pressed  that  they 
would  examine  the  passes  and  bills  of  lading  of  such  as  had  only 
deals,  clapboards,  and  pipestaves  on  board,  in  order  to  discharge 
them  also,  if  they  were  found  really  to  belong  either  to  Swedes 
or  Danes,  without  putting  them  to  the  delay  and  expense  of  pass- 
ing the  forms  of  the  Admiralty  Court ; but  their  Lordships  were 
pleased  to  refer  the  judgment  of  all,  except  only  those  in  ballast, 
to  the  Judge  of  the  Ad[miralty],  with  directions  to  sit  from  day 
to  day,  and  judge  as  summarily  as  possible,  beginning  with  those 
freighted  with  planks  and  pipestaves.  I have  here  enclosed  sent 
you  a list  of  all  the  ships,  with  their  lading.  There  are  now  two 
posts  due. 

“ The  Eastland  merchants  who  furnish  his  Majesty’s  Fleet  with 
naval  stores  from  the  Baltick,  have  been  with  me  to  advise  what 
method  will  be  most  safe  to  secure  their  ships  from  being  stopped 
in  case  the  Swedes  or  the  Danes  should  be  enough  provoked  to 
offer  at  such  reprisals.  The  consideration  is  of  the  last  conse- 
quence, and  I have  informed  myself  as  well  as  I can  what  orders 
will  be  proper  to  give.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 


. Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  July  13,  Phenix  Park. — “ I cannot  yet  get  the  other 
two  Justices  to  a resolution,  but  in  a few  days  they  promise  they 
will.  Here  (sic)  is  a secret  in  it,  which  my  Lord  Keeper  can  tell 
you,  having  sent  him  this  day,  by  a private  hand,  a letter 
touching  this  matter. 

[P.S.]  “ I had  your  Lordship’s  touching  Mr.  Savige.” 


99 


[Capei,  to  Sec.  Trenchard.] 

[16]  94,  July  14,  Dublin  Castle. — “ My  indisposition  hath  for 
some  time  hindered  me  from  giving  an  answer  to  yours  of  the 
15tli  of  April,  concerning  calling  a Parliament  here,  and  of  late 
my  desire  to  join  with  the  other  Lords  Justices  in  a representa- 
tion thereof ; hut  finding  they  have  not  the  same  sentiments  in 
this  matter  with  myself,  I think  it  my  duty  humhly  to  offer  my 
own  poor  opinion  upon  this  occasion,  which  so  nearly  concerns 
the  King’s  affairs. 

“ That  there  is  a necessity  of  calling  a Parliament  no  man  can 
doubt,  who  will  consider  the  want  we  have  of  money.  There  is 
an  arrear  of  180,000/.  to  the  Civil  and  Military  Lists  grown  due 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Establishment,  January,  1691  [-2]  ; 
the  general  officers  of  the  Army,  the  officers  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
the  governors  of  the  several  Forts  and  Garrisons,  with  many 
others,  unpaid.  There  are  likewise  many  considerable  debts 
owing  from  the  Crown,  not  comprehended  in  the  Establishment, 
which  ought  to  he  satisfied,  nor  is  there  any  prospect  when  our 
condition  will  mend,  the  charge  of  the  Establishment  exceeding 
the  produce  of  the  growing  Revenue,  by  a modest  computation, 
at  least  60,000/.  per  annum. 

“ The  several  garrisons  and  forts  of  this  kingdom  are  out 
of  repair,  and  must  also  be  furnished  w’ith  stores,  and  other 
provisions  of  war. 

“ An  Act  should  likewise  pass  for  settling  the  Militia,  which  is 
now  almost  quite  laid  aside,  and  will  with  great  difficulty  be 
called  again  together.  Great  heats  and  disputes  have  lately 
arisen  between  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governors  of  the 
County  of  Dublin,  and  the  colonels  and  other  officers  of  the 
Militia,  about  the  raising  thereof,  and  the  opinion  of  lawyers 
produced  to  us  upon  that  matter,  which  has  set  them  at  distance 
among  themselves,  and  will,  I fear,  be  of  ill  example  to  tbe  rest 
of  the  counties.  Besides,  there  is  no  legal  course  at  present  to 
be  taken  with  the  Irish  to  compel  them  to  contribute  to  the 
charge  thereof ; so  that  the  kingdom  is  not  in  a fit  posture  of 
defence,  and  should  the  enemy  land  with  a small  number  of  men, 
upon  any  part  of  the  Western  coast,  we  should  find  great  difficulty 
to  suppress  them,  and  the  Irish  (who  were  never  more  insolent 
in  those  parts  than  now)  will  lie  ready  ui)on  any  opportunity  to 
join  with  them. 

“ Some  temporary  laws  exiDired  the  last  Parliament,  which, 
being  of  great  benefit  to  the  people,  ought  to  be  revived ; and  we 
want  many  other  laws,  which,  after  so  great  a Revolution  ought 
to  be  enacted,  for  strengthening  and  securing  the  English  and 
Protestant  interest ; such  as  are  bills,  for  disarming  Irish  Papists, 
for  preventing  them  from  keeping  horses  above  five  pound  value 
or  thirteen  hands  and  a half  high  ; for  restraining  foreign 
education  ; for  taking  Tories  ; for  observing  particular  holidays 
and  no  other ; for  the  settling  of  civil  bills,  &c.  Many  private 
bills  are  also  wanting  for  the  benefit  of  particular  subjects. 

* This  is  not  in  Capel’s  hand,  nor  is  it  signed  by  him. 
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“ An  Act  of  Parliament  is  likewise  necessary  for  the  rebuilding 
and  repairing  of  churches ; most  of  the  parishes  in  this  kingdom 
either  having  no  churches  at  all,  or,  if  any,  out  of  repair,  and 
not  fit  to  celebrate  divine  service  in,  which  causes  many  to 
depart  from  our  Communion  ; and  this  their  separation  may 
justly  be  imputed  in  a great  measure  to  the  non-residence  of  the 
Clergy,  and  a total  failure  of  their  duty  in  very  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

“ The  meeting  of  a Parliament  will  also  have  this  good  effect ; 
it  will  assure  their  Majesties’  Protestant  subjects  of  their  affection 
to  them,  and  of  their  care  for  their  preservation,  notwithstanding 
the  reports  (as  if  there  would  be  no  more  Parliaments  in  Ireland) 
which  some  have  of  late  too  industriously  spread  about,  who 
either  [do]  not  know,  or  do  not  wish  the  good  of  the  Government. 

“ The  argument  used  against  [the]  meeting  of  a Parliament 
here,  I find,  is  the  probability  of  their  renewing  old  quarrels,  and 
that  they  will  fall  again  into  their  former  heats,  about  the  Articles 
of  Limerick,  and  their  sole  right  of  beginning  money-bills  ; which 
should  they  insist  upon,  it  would  make  a greater  breach  than  is 
already,  and  prejudice  their  own,  and  their  Majesties’  interest. 

“For  my  own  part,  I have  made  it  my  business  ever  since  my 
coming  hither  to  enquire  into  this  matter.  I have  conversed 
with  all  sorts  of  people,  and  with  many  of  the  angry  gentlemen 
of  the  last  House  of  Commons,  upon  this  subject,  and  they  all 
tell  me  they  will  not  differ  with  their  Majesties.  And  though  no 
man  can  be  sure  what  a Parliament  will  or  will  not  do,  when 
they  come  together,  yet  I am  really  of  opinion  that  all  heats  will 
be  laid  aside,  and  that  another  Parliament  will  meet  in  a temper 
and  resolution  to  do  their  Majesties,  and  their  country,  all 
the  service  that  can  be  expected  from  good  English  men  and 
Protestants,  and  will  contribute  to  their  utmost  towards  the 
support  of  the  Government,  being  sensible  they  have  been 
burthensome  enough  already  to  England,  and  cannot  reasonably 
expect  any  further  supplies  from  thence. 

“ This  is  the  language  and  disposition  of  all  the  eminent 
lawyers  and  leading  men  I discourse  with  upon  this  occasion, 
and  I am  verily  persuaded  they  tell  me  their  minds,  and  the 
truth ; for  it  will  be  of  infinite  advantage  to  them  to  have  a good 
settlement  in  Parliament.  Another  rupture  with  their  Majesties 
would  utterly  undo  them,  and  leave  the  country  unteiranted,  and 
unimproved.  ’Tis  therefore  their  interest  not  to  differ  with  the 
King,  and  interest  can  never  lie ; and  for  this  reason  I am  the 
more  confirmed  in  my  belief,  that  they  will  do  well,  and  answer 
the  ends  for  which  they  are  called. 

“ I must  needs  confess,  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  and  Judges  are  of  another  opinion,  and  have  told  me, 
should  a Parliament  be  called,  they  will  stand  to  their  former 
vote,  of  having  the  sole  power  of  money-bills,  but  they  do  not 
instance  in  any  particular  persons,  and  therefore  I am  apt  to 
believe  they  are  apprehensive  of  the  consequence  of  such  an 
assembly  as  to  their  own  private  interest.  I am  loth  to  think 
they  are  afraid  of  a good  agreement  between  their  Majesties  and 
their  people. 
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“ As  for  confirming  the  Articles  of  Limerick  and  Galway,  I find 
the  first  and  the  sixth  Articles  may  meet  with  some  opposition. 
The  first,  if  confirmed,  they  say,  establishes  the  Popish  religion, 
which  can’t  be  digested  by  any  Protestant ; and  for  the  sixth, 
they  who  object  against  it  say,  they  would  readily  agree  that 
where  any  goods,  horses,  cattle,  money,  &c.,  are  taken  in 
pursuance  of  any  military  or  civil  orders  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  the  persons  so  seizing  shall  be  pardoned  ; but  where  any 
persons  {sic}  acted  without  authority,  and  converted  the  goods 
to  his  own  private  advantage,  he  ought  to  be  answerable  to  the 
l)arty  injured  ; and  this  is  also  an  objection  against  passing  an 
Act  of  Indemnity  for  all  trespasses  done  during  the  war.  But 
even  in  this  case  they  tell  me  they  will  have  a due  regard  to  the 
King’s  honour  and  word,  and  I hope  will  be  prevailed  with  to  pass 
an  Act  for  a general  oblivion. 

“ For  the  time  of  calling  a Parliament,  it  may  meet  con- 
veniently enough  after  Harvest,  at  the  latter  end  of  September, 
or  after  Christmas.  If  at  the  end  of  September,  then  the  Houses 
may  sit  for  a month  or  six  weeks,  and  pass  such  bills  as  shall  be 
ready  against  that  time,  and  may  be  afterwards  (if  it  be  thought 
fit)  adjourned  to  the  beginning  of  March  following,  with  an 
assurance  that  they  shall  then  meet,  and  determine  such  other 
matters  as  shall  lie  before  them. 

“ I have  here  with  all  sincerity  and  truth,  for  their  Majesties’ 
servdce,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  delivered  my 
opinion  concerning  the  calling  a Parliament  in  Ireland,  and  with 
all  humility  submit  the  same  to  their  Majesties’  gracious 
consideration.” 

[Copy,  enclosed  in  CapeVs  letter  of  July  17  ?] 

PORTL.4.ND  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  July  [16-]26,  Cami)  of  Mont  St.  Andre. — Our  march  will 
have  alarmed  many  well  disposed  persons.  A battle  was  indeed 
expected  in  these  plains,  where  the  enemy  would  have  had  an 
advantage,  but  they  have  removed  further  off.  Gives  particulars 
of  their  positions.  The  King  acts  with  the  greatest  caution,  but 
cannot  remain  with  such  an  army  in  a corner  of  the  country 
without  injury  to  his  reputation.  Asks  him  to  communicate  this 
news  to  Lord  Romney. 

French.  Received  the  25th. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury 

1694,  July  16-26,  from  the  King’s  quarters  at  i\Iont  St. 
Andre. — “ Mr.  Collins  the  messenger  brought  me  your  Grace’s 
letter  of  the  10th  instant  the  same  night  we  arrived  here.  I 
have  since  read  it  to  his  IMajesty,  who  has  given  me  no  orders 
upon  it,  except  that,  in  answer  to  what  your  Grace  says  of  the 
mistake  of  our  squadron,  which  was  to  have  joined  the  Dutch,  I 
should  observe  to  your  Grace  there  would  not  have  been  any 
such  mistake  if  either  the  Captain  of  the  Mountagu  had  not 
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received  the  Admiralty’s  orders  about  his  coming  away,  or  had 
not  misunderstood  them,  which  was  the  occasion  of  that 
misfortune. 

“ The  enclosed  paper  gives  your  Grace  an  account  of  our 
march,  and  of  the  situation  of  both  the  camps.  The  French  are 
covered  by  the  decker  and  the  Mehaigne,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
attacked  without  great  disadvantage ; but  if  they  shall  think  fit 
to  attack  us,  they  will  find  our  army  in  a readiness  to  receive 
them. 

“ The  King  has  been  in  a continual  fatigue  since  Thursday 
night,  and  the  weather  being  excessive  hot  has  made  his  Majesty 
very  faint  and  somewhat  indisposed,  which  I hope  will  be  with- 
out any  further  consequence. 

“ We  have  no  certain  news  from  any  place  of  Admiral 
Kussell’s  being  come  into  the  Mediterranean. 

“We  are  expecting  Count  Frise  here  every  day,  to  whom  I will 
deliver  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaties  with  Saxony,  or  send 
them  to  Mr.  Stepney,  the  matter  requiring  no  haste,  since  the  first 
payment  of  the  subsidies  is  made  and  the  troops  marched.” 

Re.  the  25. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathw'ayt. 

1694,  July  17,  Whitehall. — . . . “I  see  in  a letter  from  my 
Lord  Berkley  to  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard  that  it  is  his  private 
opinion  no  more  than  four  of  the  ten  battalions  which  are  now 
on  board  the  Fleet  ought  to  remain  there,  they  being  useless  for 
any  attempts  they  can  make,  and  wull  endanger  a sickness  in  the 
Fleet  by  being  too  much  crow'ded  this  hot  w^eather.  If  this  be 
the  opinion  of  the  council  of  war  he  intended  to  call,  which 
probably  it  w’ill  be,  he  has  directions  wdth  his  first  conveniency 
to  put  these  six  battalions  ashore  ; after  Avhich  I suppose  his 
Majesty  Avill  expect  that  the  orders  he  sent  of  the  18th  of  June 
should  be  put  in  execution,  viz.  that  the  three  Eeg[iments]  of 
Collier,  Cuts,  and  Rada  be  sent  to  Ostend,  if  they  be  all  in  a 
condition  ; if  not,  such  others  in  their  room  as  are ; and  that 
Bellasyse  be  relieved  and  sent  to  the  same  place.” 

Recommends  that  directions  be  given  to  the  Minister  at  Stock- 
holm to  treat  wdth  the  Court  of  Swedland,  &c. 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

[1694,]  July  17,  Whitehall. — . . . “ The  chief  occasion  of 
my  giving  you  this  trouble  is  that  Sir  James  Houblon  was  tw'o 
days  ago  Avith  me  to  offer  to  settle  an  intelligence  in  the 
Mediterranean,  that  we  might  have  an  account  what  is  done  at 
Thoulon  or  elsewLere.  He  tells  me  that  a master  of  a felouque 
of  Genoua,  an  active,  intelligent  man,  Avho  speaks  good  English 
and  has  sailed  much  with  our  nation,  and  [avrs]  very  conversant 
formerly  among  the  English  at  Tangier,  and  has  frequent 
opportunities  to  go  into  the  French  ports  or  fleet,  has  offered  to 
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Giles  Balle,  liis  correspondent  at  Genoua,  to  do  this  service.  I 
doubt  it  may  be  too  late  for  him  to  be  useful  to  you  ; however,  I 
desired  Sir  James  to  settle  this  for  the  future.  . . . 

“ Mr.  Vernon  writes  all  public  news ; therefore  I will  only 
inform  you  that  young  Mr.  Hampbden  (sic)  has  had  two  fits  of  an 
apoplexy  at  my  Lord  Montagu’s  in  the  country,  and  since  his 
return  to  town  he  has  owned  his  marriage  with  Mrs.  Cornwallis. 

[P.S.]  “ Since  the  writing  this  letter,  a Dutch  post  arrived, 

and  informs  us  that  upon  the  27th  of  this  month  {sic),  ne[w] 
style,  you  were  over  against  Barcelonne,  and  following  the  French 
beet,  who  were  retired  to  Thoulon.  Ih-ay  God  send  you  good 
success.” 

Autograph  draft.  Endorsed  : 1694. 

Capel  to  Sheewsbury. 

[1694,]  July  17,  Dublin  Castle. — “Your  Grace  in  yours  of  the 
14th  of  June  was  pleased  to  remind  me  of  a letter  formerly  writ 
to  us  by  Mr.  S[ecretary]  Trenchard,  to  give  our  opinion  concern- 
ing the  calling  a Parliament  here.  I have  by  this  post,  in  obedience 
to  his  Majesty’s  commands,  declared  my  mind  freely  upon  that 
subject,  and  here  enclose  a copy  of  my  letter,  in  which  I have 
endeavoured  to  give  an  account  of  the  several  particulars  your 
Grace  desires  to  be  informed  of. 

“ Should  his  Majesty  think  fit  to  call  a Parliament  here,  we 
must  (as  your  Grace  very  well  knows)  all  apply  our  thoughts  to 
the  proposing  such  methods  as  may  have  a reasonable  prospect 
of  a good  agreement  in  the  Sessions.  The  ready  way  to  effect  it 
is,  to  convince  the  English  I’rotestant  gentlemen  that  there  is  a 
real  intention  in  the  Government  to  do  them  good.  Some  of 
them  are  so  free  as  to  tell  me,  they  will  trust  me  in  this 
particular ; that  is,  they  say  they  are  assured  that  your  Grace, 
and  such  other  of  the  present  Ministers  that  I shall  apply  to,  will 
really  concern  themselves  to  do  this  poor  country  all  the  good  they 
can  reasonably  expect.  ’Tis  this  that  makes  me  presume  to  give 
my  opinion  so  freely  concerning  the  calling  a Parliament,  hoping 
the  continuance  of  your  Grace’s  favour  and  friendship  upon  all 
occasions,  and  that  you  will  please  to  believe  my  only  design  is, 
in  the  close  of  my  life,  to  do  their  Majesties  and  this  lamentable, 
wasted  country  what  service  I can.” 

Be.  the  23,  1694. 

Sec.  Blathw.u't  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  July  19-29,  Mont  St.  Andre. — “I  have  laid  before  the 
King  all  the  considerations  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  13th  in- 
stant relating  to  the  Suedish  and  Danish  ships  that  are  now 
under  pi'osecution  in  the  Admiralty  Court,  and  the  security  of 
ours  that  are  to  bring  home  the  necessary  stores  for  the  Fleet  ; 
upon  which  his  Majesty  can  give  no  positive  orders  at  this 
distance,  both  the  northern  Crowns  being  no  more  to  be  relied 
on  than  as  their  interest  and  other  accidents  may  guide  them. 
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Nor  does  liis  Majesty  conceive  how  the  rendezvousing  of  our 
ships  under  a strong  convoy  off  of  Murstrand  can  secure  them,  if 
they  be  to  take  in  naval  stores  in  the  Danish  or  Suedish 
dominions,  or  to  pass  the  Sound  with  them,  so  that  a great  deal 
is  to  be  hazarded  by  the  owners  and  freighters  of  the  ships  ; his 
Majesty  not  desiring  withall  that  rigour  be  used  by  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  their  examinations,  but  that  justice  be  done  to  all 
parties,  which  is  the  only  rule  can  he  given  at  present. 

“ His  Majesty  thinks  fit  that  Mrs.  Heyford  have  her  usual 
yearly  allowance  from  the  Treasury,  out  of  the  Secret  Service 
money ; wherein  your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  signify  his 
Majesty’s  directions. 

“ The  weather  is  very  much  cooled  by  the  rain,  and  his  Majesty 
now  seems  to  be  in  perfect  health. 

[P.S.]  “ His  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  recall  Mons.  d’Hervart 
from  Suisserland,  believing  there  is  no  occasion  for  a minister  in 
those  parts. 

“ The  enclosed  is  an  extract  from  a letter  from  Mons.  de 
Pontchartrain,  by  which  your  Grace  may  see  what  value  the 
French  set  upon  Crosby,  and  the  injustice  that  is  done  Mr.  Cox.” 

Re.  the  25. 


Col.  George  Philips  to  [Lord  Capel]  . 

[16] 94,  July  19. — “I  would  not  presume  thus  bluntly  to 
address  myself  to  your  Lordship,  had  I not  been  encouraged  by 
my  worthy  friend  Col.  Torward.  . . . 

“ I was  present  in  the  late  Parliament,  and  was  so  in  a former; 
and  having  thereby  been  somew'hat  conversant  in  Parliamentary 
customs  and  proceedings,  I was  much  concerned  to  observe  such 
an  unnecessary  eagerness  in  many  of  the  Members  about  matters 
very  trivial  and  of  small  importance  ; which  gave  me  cause  to 
expect  a greater  warmth  in  our  future  debates,  when  things  of 
greater  moment  should  come  under  consideration,  and  from 
thence  to  presage  an  untimely  dissolution.  I took  notice,  that 
when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  by  his  Secretary  proffer  to  the 
House  an  immunity  from  postage  of  letters,  some  of  our  Members 
stood  up,  and  would  not  have  that  favour  received  ex  gratia,  but 
ex  dehito  ; and  on  some  other  occasions  I observed  a great 
ingenuity  disfigured  by  too  much  heat.  I confess  I was  not 
present  at  the  eruption  of  that  flame,  which  was  kindled  by  that 
capricious  vote  concerning  Privilege  (being  then  confined  to  my 
chamber  by  a fit  of  the  gout);  but  I foresaw  a collection  of  the 
fuel  in  several  cabals  and  committees.  And  I am  persuaded 
that  as  the  contest  between  the  Government  and  them  was  not 
fomented  by  the  major  or  wiser  part,  so  I confidently  believe 
that  upon  a more  calm  way  of  proceeding  the  matter  might  have 
been  accommodated,  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  King  and  people. 

“ I may  with  modesty  affirm,  that  very  many  of  the  Members 
were  learned,  judicious,  and  well  principled ; yet  I know  the 
majority  of  the  House  were  fermented  into  a little  frowardness, 
being  crossed  at  their  first  sitting  in  that  choice,  which  they 
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conceived  to  be  their  inherent  right  to  determine.  And  now,  upon 
presumption  that  at  another  meeting  the  minds  of  men  will  he 
better  composed,  and  disposition  to  passion  and  stiffness  he  wholly 
stiffed,  I offer  it  as  my  humble  opinion,  that  it  would  he  a most 
commendable  office  in  my  Lords  the  Justices  to  advise  aiursolicit 
their  Majesties  to  call  a Parliament.  Such  reasons  as  do  occur  from 
matters  of  State  and  Government  it  does  not  become  me  to 
understand  or  meddle  with  ; but  I may  be  allowed  to  represent  to 
j’our  Lordships  {sic)  what  benefit  may  accrue  thereby  to  the 
kingdom,  by  curing  and  preventing  many  epidemical  grievances. 

“ There  are  many  obsolete  and  useless  statutes  now  in  force, 
and  some  dangerous,  which  for  the  ease  and  honour  of  the 
nation  ought  to  be  abrogated.  How  near  were  we  in  the  last 
reign  to  feel  the  direful  efforts  of  a bigoted  clergy,  actuated  by 
Popish  principles  ? and  therefore  how  necessary  it  is  to  abolish 
that  statute,  Dc  heretico  comhuvcndo  ? We  want  many  beneficial 
laws  relating  to  religion,  peace,  and  our  secular  interest,  in  which 
England  is  beforehand  with  us,  and  has  set  us  good  precedents, 
easy  to  be  copied.  We  have  no  coercive  laws  against  Papists, 
nor  punitive,  besides  that  Elizabethas;  and  though  by  a side 
wind  we  drive  them  from  sitting  in  Parliament,  yet  should  they 
be  hardened  by  a Jesuitical  equ[iv]ocation  to  claim  their  right, 
we  cannot  directly  oppose  them,  having  no  express  law  on  our 
side.  The  statute  of  Stabbing  hath  been  found  very  available  in 
England,  while  through  the  defect  of  it  here,  the  murderer 
escapes  by  the  benefit  of  clergy.  A fine  or  the  pillory  does  not 
terrify  a flagitious  villain  from  taking  away  his  neiglibour’s  life 
or  estate,  by  forgery  or  perjury,  since  the  punishment  bears  no 
proportion  with  the  crime.  Those  devilish  sort  of  men  called 
Tories,  or  Rapparees,  do  begin  to  swarm  in  every  country,  while 
we  stand  in  need  of  some  positive  law  for  the  taking  and  killing 
them,  or  bringing  them  to  justice.  The  laws  at  present  in  force 
are  not  extensive  enough  against  counterfeiting  and  clipping  of 
true  coin,  or  bringing  in  of  false.  The  kingdom  is  grown  lean 
for  want  of  trade.  If  some  well  contrived  laws  were  enacted  to 
encourage  foreign  commerce  and  domestic  manufactures,  it 
would  infallibly  prevent  the  consumption  of  the  body 
politic.”  . . . 

Copy,  enclosed  in  CapcVs  letter  of  A ny.  8. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  July  20,  Whitehall. — “Here  enclosed  I send  you  the  copy 
of  a letter  from  the  States  to  her  Majesty,  and  two  memorial's 
from  their  Ambassador  here,  desiring  a review  of  the  sentence 
against  the  Jager.  The  first  of  these  memorials  I did  l)y  her 
Majesty’s  directions  immediately  lay  before  the  Council,  who 
were  then  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  endless  to 
consent  to  such  reviews  ; upon  which  1 writ  to  the  Ambassador 
that  letter  1 formerly  sent  you,  and  he  appeared  well  satisfied 
with  it.  But  upon  some  wrong  representation  of  this  matter  in 
Holland,  he  has  received  fresh  orders  to  insist  upon  it  again. 
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The  States  have  writ  the  enclosed  letter  to  her  Majesty,  and  the 
Ambassador  has  delivered  this  second  memorial,  both  which  I 
did  yesterday  lay  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  who  are  again 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  by  no  means  a review  ought  to  be 
granted  ; that  the  Treaty  is  fully  complied  with  by  the  judgment 
given  by  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  which  being  a Commission  of  the 
whole  Council,  and  of  none  but  Privy  Councillors,  doth  fully  answer 
the  12th  Art  [icle] , which  they  insist  upon  ; and  my  Lord  Keeper 
in  Council  did  declare  that,  it  being  a ease  of  property,  the  Queen 
in  Council  could  not  determine  it.”  . . . 

Autograph  draftfi 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  July  22,  Phenix  Park. — “ As  I troubled  you  the  last 
post  with  the  copy  of  a long  tedious  letter,  so  it  becomes  me  to 
make  this  as  short  as  I can,  and  ’tis  only  to  desire  your  Grace  in 
friendship,  to  let  me  know  if  my  letter  is  like  to  have  any  effect 
towards  the  calling  a Parliament  here.” 

R.  the  28, 1694. 


Secretary  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  [July  23-]  Aug.  2,  s.n.,  Mont  St.  Andre. — As  to  the 
Regiments  to  be  sent  to  Ostend,  and  negociations  with  Sweden. 

Re.  July  the  30th,  o.s. 

Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  July  24,  Whitehall. — “ I received  your  Lordship’s  of  the 
17th  of  July,  and  was  yesterday  by  the  Queen’s  directions  at  a 
meeting  where  some  Lords  were  appointed  to  consider  of  your 
letter,  and  of  that  of  the  other  two  Lords  Justices ; and  though  I 
must  do  most  of  the  Lords  that  were  then  present,  the  right  to 
say  that  they  inclined  to  your  opinion  in  hoping  all  former 
differences  might  be  accommodated,  and  all  of  them  agreed  that  a* 
Parliament  would  be  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  Ireland,  yet 
when  we  came  to  consider  of  the  forms  requisite  before  that  can 
be  called,  we  computed  that  though  the  King  should  upon  the 
first  application  give  directions  for  the  summoning  a Parliament, 
it  would  be  November  before  they  could  meet,  which  being  a time 
the  Parliament  of  England  is  to  sit,  the  old  established  maxim, 
that  the  two  Parliaments  ought  not  to  be  held  at  the  same  time, 
will  make  it  impossible  to  think  of  doing  it  before  the  spring ; 
and  I earnestly  recommend  to  your  Lordship  to  use  your  interest 
in  the  meantime  to  unite  the  divisions,  that  we  may  in  time  give 
the  King  so  good  a prospect  of  that  Session  that  it  may  not  fail 
at  least  then  to  be  held.” 

A utograph  draft. 


* There  is  also  a short  note  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  24  July. 
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Sec.  Blaythwati  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  [July  27-]  Aug.  6,  s.n.,  Mont  St.  Andre.— Refers  to  tlie 
ship  Jager,  the  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c. 

Re.  July  the  30th,  o.s. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  July  31. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Marquis  of  Normanbie,  Lord 
President,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Romney, 
Lord  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary  Tren  [chard] . 

“ Give  Mr.  Prior  notice  that  if,  upon  the  relieving  the  Butch 
ships  with  Hopson,  better  sailors  could  be  sent,  it  would  be  better 
for  the  service. 

“ The  consideration  of  the  Regiments  being  sent  to  Ostend  was 
deferred  till  tomorrow,  that  it  would  be  resolved  whether  my 
Lord  Berkley’s  fleet  was  to  go  to  Dunkirk,  because  then  his  fleet 
would  carry  the  three  Regiments,  and  land  them  at  Ostend.” 

In  Shreusbnn/'s  hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  July  31,  Whitehall. — “ I have  yours  of  the  2nd  and  6th 
of  August,  n.s.  By  the  next  post  I shall  be  able  to  give  you  an 
account  in  what  readiness  we  are  to  send  over  the  four 
Regiments,  it  having  been  considered  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  here  whether  something  might  not  be  attempted  with 
success  upon  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  by  my  Lord  Berkley.  In  that 
case  my  Lord  says  it  will  be  easy  for  him  to  take  the  Regiments 
on  board  and  land  them  at  Ostend,  without  the  charge  or  delay 
of  transport  ships.  This  will  be  resolved  tomorrow  or  next 
day  ; if  negatively,  ships  shall  be  immediately  provided. 

“ Since  his  Majesty  is  of  opinion  that  the  Swedish  demands  be 
treated  by  Mr.  Robinson,  he  shall  by  the  next  post  have  what 
assistance  can  be  sent  him  from  hence,  and  I hope  sufficient  to 
lessen  extremely  their  pretensions. 

“ The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who,  by  the  King’s  direction  and 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire’s  resignation,  is  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Nottinghamshire,  does  likewise  desire  he  may  be  Custos 
Rotulorum  of  the  same  county.  When  my  late  Lord  Kingstown 
died,  who  enjoyed  both,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  passed  a patent 
for  Lord  Lieu  [tenant] , but  not  for  Custos,  so  that  ever  since 
there  has  been  none.  I suppose,  this  being  the  case,  and  the 
King  having  conferred  other  marks  of  his  favour  upon  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  [he]  will  make  no  scruple  of  adding  this ; but  her 
Majesty  would  take  no  resolution  till  I received  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  upon  it. 

“The  Spanish  Amb[assador]  has  made  great  application  to 
her  Majesty  for  saving  the  life  of  ^'Claudius  Wilt,  who  was  con- 
demned at  Worcester  this  time  twelvemonth  for  a robbery,  and 
then  reprieved  by  the  Queen  ; but,  as  I am  informed,  his  Majesty, 


* “ John  ’ struck  out. 
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examining  this  matter  further  the  last  winter,  thought  fit  to  recall 
the  reprieve,  and  the  man  was  to  be  executed  about  this  time ; 
but  two  or  three  days  ago  the  Amb  [assador]  assuring  her 
Majesty  that  the  Elec  [tor]  of  Bavaria  so  far  interested  himself 
in  the  life  of  this  person  that  he  would  make  it  his  request,  and 
a reprieve  would  certainly  come  from  his  Majesty,  though 
possibly  too  late  to  save  the  man’s  life,  her  Majesty  has  once 
again  respited  the  execution  till  the  17th  of  September,  and  in 
the  mean  time  desires  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  whether  the  man 
shall  then  suffer,  or  be  pardoned. 

“ I here  enclosed  send  you  what  answers  have  been  made  this 
post  by  advice  of  the  Council  to  the  States’  letter  to  the  Queen 
and  to  their  Amb  [assador’s]  memorial  about  the  Jager.  Sir 
Paul  Kycaut  and  Mr.  Cressett  write  both  very  despairingly  to  me 
concerning  the  matter  they  have  been  particularly  concerned  in, 
so  much  that  Sir  Paul  proposes  the  discharging  the  myrmidons 
he  has  kept  in  pay  upon  that  account.  I conclude  they  acquaint 
you  with  it,  and  from  you  receive  his  Majesty’s  directions.” 

A utofjraph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  [July  31 -] Aug.  10,  s.n.,  Mont  St.  Andre. — “Your  Grace’s 
letter  of  the  24th  past  has  nothing  in  it  to  be  answered,  nor  have 
I anything  more  at  present  to  trouble  your  Grace  with  than  that, 
upon  your  Grace’s  letter  and  the  Emperor’s  intercession  by  his 
Envoy,  the  Count  d’  Aversperg,  his  Majesty  has  declared  his 
intentions  to  pardon  my  Lord  Kingston,  who  will  bring  your 
Grace  a letter  from  me  to  that  effect. 

[P.  S.]  “ The  King  has  seen  a letter  from  Mr.  Cresset, 

wherein  he  complains  very  much  of  the  great  arrears  due  to  him, 
which  puts  him  almost  out  of  a capacity  of  subsisting.  His 
Majesty  would  therefore  have  his  case  recommended  to  the 
Treasury.” 

Be.  Aug.  the  3rd,  o.s. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  [July  31-]Aug.  10,  s.n.,  Mont  St.  Andre. — “I  have 
already  acquainted  your  Grace  that  I had  laid  before  the  King 
your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  12th  of  June  last,  wherein  mention  is 
made  of  my  Lord  Kingston  and  of  the  favourable  character  the 
Earl  of  Burlington  and  other  persons  of  quality  had  given  his 
Lordship  in  order  to  his  obtaining  his  Majesty’s  gracious  pardon; 
since  which  time  his  Lordship  is  come  hither  with  your  Grace’s 
pass,  and  has  been  further  recommended  to  the  King  by  the 
Count  d’  Aversperg ; whereupon  his  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to 
declare  his  pleasure  that  he  be  allowed  to  reverse  the  outlawry 
that  stands  out  against  him,  and  to  pass  his  pardon.  Whereof 
his  Majesty  commands  me  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  upon  his 
Lordshijj’s  application  to  your  Grace  for  the  necessary  orders, 
his  Majesty  may  be  made  acquainted  with  his  Majesty’s  gracious 
intentions  towards  his  Lordship.” 

Be.  31  of  Aug. 
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PRn'Y  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  1. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President,  Lord  Berkley, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Normandbie,  Lord 
Romney,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ An  order  from  the  Queen  to  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  to  take  the 
Regiments  of  Cutts,  Rada,  and  Collier  on  board  the  empty  horse- 
ships,  hospital  ships,  and  victualling  ships,  and  if  they  cannot 
contain  them  all,  to  put  the  rest  on  board  the  men-of-war. 

“ An  order  to  my  Lord  Cutts  to  put  the  three  forementioned 
Regiments  on  board. 

“ An  order  from  the  Queen  for  the  Regiment  of  Bellasyse  to  be 
shipped  from  the  River. 

“ In  the  letter  to  Sir  Cloudesley,  to  recommend  to  put  the 
three  Regiments  on  board  the  before-mentioned  ships,  hut  enclose 
an  order  to  the  transport  officer  there  to  assist  if  that  should  fail. 

“ Mr.  Clerk. 

“ The  officers  to  be  sent  to,  and  acquainted  they  (sic). 

“ A letter  to  Lord  Cutts.” 

Ill  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  2. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  Sh  [rewshury,]  Lord  Rumney,  Mr.  Sec.  Tren  [chard] . 

“ An  order  from  the  Queen  that  Vernier’s  Regiment  be  put  on 
board  the  Fleet,  in  the  place  of  the  battalion  of  the  Guards 
commanded  from  thence.” 

In  Shrewsbury’s  hand. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Sbrewsbury]. 

1694,  Aug.  2-12,  Mont  St.  Andre. — . . . “ I take  leave 

only  to  present  to  your  Grace  the  enclosed  Order  of  Battle,* 
which,  if  jmur  Grace  have  not  seen  it  before,  may  not  be  unwel- 
come. We  have  tomorrow  a great  forage,  which  is  now  our 
main  business,  and  wilt  hardly  pass  over  without  something 
remarkable. 

[P.S.]  “ The  Baron  de  Hekeren,  being  lately  come  from 

Sueden  upon  some  private  affairs,  has  waited  on  his  Majesty 
here,  and  is  returned  to  the  Hague  in  his  way  back  to  Stock- 
holme.” 

Re.  the  9th. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  3,  in  the  morning. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President, 
Lord  Normanbie,  Lord  Shre  [wsbury] , Lord  Romney,  Mr.  Sec. 
Tren  [chard] . 

“ An  order  to  my  Lord  Berkley  from  the  Queen  that  he  send  a 
convoy  with  the  three  Regiments  of  Cutts,  Colier,  and  Rada,  to 
see  them  safe  landed  at  Ostend.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 


Not  found. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayx. 

1694,  Aug.  3,  Whitehall. — “ I have  yours  of  the  10th  of  this 
month,  new  style,  and  have  in  answer  to  it  writ  a letter  this 
evening  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Cressett. 

“ My  Lord  Berkeley,  who  has  this  night  orders  to  go  to  Dunkirk 
to  try  what  he  can  do  upon  Du  Bart,  and  what  Mr.  Matthews  (?) 
can  do  upon  the  forts,  has  orders  to  receive  on  board  and  land  at 
Ostend  the  three  Eegiinents  of  Cutts,  Collier,  and  Kada,  so  that 
you  may  expect  them  very  soon  there,  but  in  an  equipage  I doubt 
to  do  but  little  service,  they  being  weak  as  to  men,  not  500  the 
strongest,  and  wanting  horses  and  other  equipage  for  the  officers, 
which  must  be  sent  from  hence  at  the  same  time  as  Bellasyse, 
who,  for  want  of  money,  transport  vessels,*  and  other  excuses,  I 
conclude,  will  not  embark  but  with  Winn’s  Dragoons,  which  will 
be  about  a fortnight  hence. 

“ I have  dispatched  to  Mr.  Piobinson  by  this  post  great  part  of 
his  instructions.  I find  he  is  a little  frightened  at  the  negocia- 
tion,  and  thinks  it  will  not  end  so  well  as  I persuade  myself  it 
must,  unless  the  Swedes  are  more  unreasonable  than  I can  suspect 
any  people  to  be.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  Aug.  4,  Dublin  Castle. — “ Col.  Hamilton,  in  pursuance 
of  his  business,  will  wait  upon  your  Grace  for  your  favour  towards 
the  dispatch  of  his  grant.  . . . 

“He  is  certainly  worthy  your  Grace’s  espousing  his  concerns, 
and  if  you  find  my  hand  not  to  the  report,  it’s  not  out  of  unkind- 
ness to  him  ; for  the  other  Lords  Justices  and  myself  differing  in 
the  last  clause  touching  the  repair  of  the  garrisons  being  applied 
to  every  report  that  now  goes  from  us,  I conceived  the  King 
was  too  confined ; the  which  sentiment  of  mine  I did  convey 
to  the  King  by  the  hands  of  my  constant  good  friend,  my  Lord 
Godalphin,  which  was  afterwards  read,  as  I am  informed,  at  the 
Cabinet ; and  it  has  so  happened  for  we  have  had  several  letters 
(in  extraordinary  cases  of  merit  since)  from  their  Majesties,  for 
the  disposition  of  some  of  those  forfeited  lands.” 

Re.  Aug.  13,  1694. 

[Mr.  Brodrick,  Senior,  to  Lord  Capel.] 

1694,  Aug.  5,  Corke. — “ I have  here  had  an  opportunity  of 
discoursing  most  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  county,  and  several  of 
the  counties  of  Limerick  and  Kerry,  and  in  my  way  down  took  as 
many  as  possibly  I could,  and  have  not  met  one  single  man  of 
another  mind  than  what  your  Lordship  desires ; and  I dare 
answer  for  it,  they  will  not  fail  your  expectation’s.  But  they  are 
generally  desirous  of  having  those  previous  things  done  before 
the  meeting  of  a Parliament,  which  I mentioned  to  your 
Lordship;  several  very  honest  men  being  jealous  of  a Parliament’s 


* “Convoy”  is  written  over. 


Ill 


being  called  only  in  order  to  give  money ; and  this  I am  very 
confident  is  spread  abroad  by  our  enemies  in  order  to  startle  and 
render  them  dissatisfied. 

“ My  Lord,  I do  not  speak  my  own  words  only.  If  I have  any 
credit  with  your  Lordship,  give  me  leave  to  pledge  it,  that  your 
Lordship  will  find  our  party  as  entire  as  ever  men  were,  and 
every  one  of  them  as  faithful  to  the  King’s  interest,  and  as  truly 
devoted  to  your  Lordship’s  service,  as  ever  were  yet  known  in 
this  or  any  other  kingdom.  And  though  we  cannot  brag  of  great 
riches,  yet,  with  the  greatest  alacrity  in  the  world,  we  will  lay 
the  last  groat  we  have  at  the  King’s  feet,  not  doubting  but  that 
his  Majesty,  when  he  shall  be  truly  informed,  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  that  settlement,  and  free  us  from  those 
oppressions,  which  we  promised  ourselves  from  his  happy 
accession  to  the  Crown.” 

Copy,  enclosed  in  CapeVs  letter  of  Any.  8. 

Pri\'y  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  6. — “ Lord  President,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Chamber- 
lain,  Lord  Normanby,  Lord  Shrewsbury. 

“That  Sir  Clowdesley  Shovell  having  writ  to  me  showing  a 
desire  either  to  have  Capt.  Bemboe  or  Capt.  Warren  for  the 
executing  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk,  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  be  desired  that  one  of  those  two  officers  he  commanded 
to  him. 

“ An  order  from  the  Queen  to  Mr.  Russell  to  pursue  the 
contents  of  these  enclosed  instructions  dated  the  14th 
August,  though  they  should  not  be  delivered  to  him  till  after  he 
come  on  this  side  Cadiz,  provided  he  be  not  so  far  advanced  in 
his  way  towards  Eng  [land]  that  he  shall  judge  it  inconsistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  Fleet  to  return.  And  that  Mr.  Russell, 
upon  the  receipt  of  this,  immediately  send  away  ten  ships  of  the 
third  rate,  or  above  that  rate,. 

“A  letter  to  the  Admiralty  to  provide  and  send  away  some 
proiier  vessel  that  is  a good  sailer,  to  carry  orders  to  Mr.  Russell, 
and  to  give  him  such  instructions  as  may  most  properly  meet 
Mr.  Russell  if  he  should  return  from  the  IMediterranean. 

“ Instructions  to  the  messenger  that  is  to  be  sent,  for  the 
throwing  overboard  the  orders  in  case  he  should  be  taken  by  the 
enemy. 

“That  an  extract  of  that  part  of  the  King’s  letter  dated  the 
9th  of  September  that  relates  to  Mr.  Russell  be  sent  him.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  Aug.  6. — “I  have  your  Lordship’s  of  the  8th  of  August 
and  cannot  recollect  that  in  any  of  mine  I did  insinuate  there  was 
a coldness  in  the  Councils  here  towards  the  having  a Parliament 
in  Ireland.  I must  declare  quite  the  contrary,  that  persons 
appeared  promoters  of  it  I did  not  expect  it  from,  and  nothing  in 
appearance  did  obstruct  it,  but  the  impossibility  of  calling  one 
before  that  here  must  necessarily  sit. 
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“ I have  repi’esented  this  inconvenience  to  his  Majesty  and  to 
my  Lord  Portland,  not  only  as  to  the  prejudice  the  delay  may  be 
in  Ireland,  but  likewise,  that  if  the  people  of  that  country  shall 
think  they  have  reason  to  despair  of  having  a Parliament  sit  of  a 
long  time,  they  Avill  undoubtedly  address  themselves  to  the 
Parliament  here,  for  the  relief  of  those  complaints  they  hoped  to 
have  remedied  there ; and  nothing  that  the  King’s  worse 
enemies  can  devise  will  more  effectually  interrupt  the  King’s 
business  than  such  an  application,  which  cannot  l)e  thought 
unreasonable  in  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  if  it  Avill  appear  to  be 
their  only  refuge. 

“ This  argument,  with  what  else  has  been  alleged,  has  inclined 
the  King  to  assure  me  by  my  Lord  Portland,  that  the  sitting  of  a 
Parliament  in  Ireland  shall  not  be  deferred  longer  than  the  next 
spring ; and  he  has  commanded  me  to  assure  everybody  that 
liositively  they  may  depend  it  shall  no  further  be  delayed.  If 
your  Lordship  has  not  already  had  the  same  directions  and  assur- 
ances, Avhen  you  write  to  my  Lord  Portland,  I wish  you  would 
take  notice  that  I have  acquainted  you  with  such  a resolution  of 
his  Majesty’s,  hut  that  you  think  it  would  be  for  the  service  that 
you  were  empowered  to  promise  the  same  thing,  as  what  will  most 
effectually  stop  any  applications  from  thence  hither.  I can 
think  of  nothing  better,  unless  it  Avere  advisable  immediately  to 
summon  one,  and  continue  it  by  prorogation  till  that  time ; hut 
this  is  a sudden  thought  just  come  into  my  head  Avhilst  I am 
Avriting,  and  may  possibly  he  liable  to  great  objections. 

“I  send  this  by  Col.  Hamilton],  Avho,  upon  the  short 
acquaintance  I have  had  with  him,  seems  a very  honest,  Avell 
disposed  gentleman  to  the  public.” 

Aiitograi^li  draft. 

Sec.  Blathavayt  to  [Shreavsbury]  . 

1694,  Aug.  6-16,  Mont  St.  Andre. — “ I have  the  honour  of 
both  your  Grace’s  letters  of  the  27th  and  31st  past,  upon  reading 
of  which  to  the  King,  his  Majesty  does  very  much  approve  of  the 
sending  over  the  four  Regiments  by  the  Avay  of  Ostend,  in  case 
it  be  thought  fit  that  my  Lord  Berkeley  do  make  an  attempt 
upon  the  Port  of  Dunkirk. 

“ His  Majesty  has  been  inclined,  by  what  your  Grace  has  Avrit, 
to  have  the  Suedish  demands  examined  and  inquired  into  by 
Mr.  Robinson  at  Stockholm,  but  has  given  him  no  orders  as  yet 
to  treat  of  their  satisfaction,  since  the  justice  of  their  pretensions 
is  first  to  be  made  appear. 

“What  your  Grace  proposes  with  relation  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle is  agreed  to  by  his  Majesty,  so  that  your  Grace  may  be 
pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  in  it. 

“ His  Majesty  has  heard  nothing  from  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
nor  anyone  here  about  Claudius  Wilt,  so  that  his  Majesty  sees  no 
reason  Avhy  the  sentence  may  not  be  executed  upon  him. 

“ Sir  Paul  Rycaut  has,  according  to  order  from  hence,  dis- 
charged the  people  he  had  in  pay. 
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“ I am  now  to  signify  his  Majesty’s  i:>lea3ure  to  your  Grace 
that  Mr.  John  Hawks  be  made  one  of  their  Majesties’  Counsel- 
at-law.  And  his  Majesty  has  further  commanded  me  to  take 
notice  to  your  Grace  that  the  term  for  settling  the  Regulations  of 
the  East  India  Company  expiring  at  Michaelmas  next,  and  his 
Majesty  thinking  they  cannot  be  well  settled  before  that  time, 
[he]  is  desirous  that  the  Company  do  agree  to  the  prolonging  of 
the  term,  that  there  may  be  more  leisure  for  the  settling 
the  necessary  Regulations. 

“ His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  one  Mr.  Iverby,  an 
inhabitant  of  Amsterdam,  to  be  their  Majesties’  Consul  and 
Agent  there. 

“ The  French  having  made  preparations  to  pass  the  Meuse 
and  to  reinforce  Mons.  La  Valette,  who  commands  in  Flanders 
that  w^ay,  we  are  like  to  march  in  a day  or  two  to  Flerus,  which 
leads  the  same  way,  so  as  to  take  our  advantages  by  being 
beforehand  with  the  enemy. 

“ I signify  by  this  post  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Trenchard,  concerning  the  Fleet  now  in  the  Mediterranean.” 

Re.  Aug.  the  10th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Aug.  7,  Whitehall. — “ We  are  in  hopes  the  Fleet  is  this 
morning  sailed,  though  we  have  yet  no  account  of  it,  to  put  in 
execution  those  designs  upon  Dunkirk  I mentioned  in  my  last. 
The  wind  is  fair,  and  they  taking  the  three  Regiments  with  them. 
I suppose  it  will  not  be  long  before  they  are  landed  at  Ostend, 
where  they  will  stand  in  need  of  orders  from  you.  It  has  been 
proiDosed  that  a draft  of  men  should  be  made  out  of  the 
Regiments  who  have  remained  here  out  of  service  this  whole 
summer,  and  be  sent  over  to  reinforce  these  three,  who  are  now 
gone  out  of  the  way  of  being  otherwise  recruited,  if  his  Majesty 
directs  that  it  may  be  done ; but  then  it  should  be  considered 
that  there  being  several  prisoners  taken  at  Brest,  which  I 
suppose  will  be  exchanged  and  return  again  to  their  resjDective 
Regiments,  if  these  are  made  up  complete,  when  their  prisoners 
return,  they  will  be  above  their  complement. 

‘‘  Upon  the  death  of  Phil.  Darcy  there  is  a vacancy  in  the 
Prize  Office,  which  may  give  his  Majesty  an  opportunity,  if  he 
pleases,  of  satisfying  one  Mr.  Paschull,  a very  industrious, 
indefatigable  man  in  any  business,  and  one  whose  principles 
incline  him  to  be  very  zealous  for  his  Majesty,  and  he  appeared 
among  the  earliest  gentlemen  who  came  to  Exeter,  but  since 
ha\dng  been  overlooked  in  all  employments  he  has  been  a little 
But  that  which  will  speak  most  in  his  favour  is,  what 
you  I suppose  know  better  than  I,  that  he  had  an  equal  number 
of  votes  with  Sir  James  Houblon  this  last  Session  to  be  in  the 
Commission  of  Accounts,  and  lost  it  only  by  the  Speaker’s  cast- 
ing vote  ; so  that  his  Majesty  by  employing  him  will  seem  to 
approve  the  choice  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  is  an  active, 
busy  man  that  can  do  considerable  good  or  harm  in  the  City,  and 

2 iG59  H 


114 


in  ta[l]king  amongst  a multitude  of  acquaintance  has  {sic),  and 
has  a very  particular  interest  with  the  present  Lord  Mayor.  My 
Lord  Keeper  I believe  has  mentioned  him  to  the  Queen,  for  he 
and  Mr.  Secretary  and  I agreed  in  our  wishes  this  morning  that 
he  might  have  the  place.” 

Autograph  drajtA’ 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  Aug.  8,  Dublin  Castle. — “Your  Grace’s  of  the  24th  of 
July  coming  so  soon  after  the  reading  our  letters  before  the 
Queen,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Lords  not  unfavourable  to  that 
of  mine,  the  first  is  an  instance  of  your  great  favour  and  kind- 
ness to  me,  and  the  other  of  no  little  satisfaction  to  me.  But 
methinks,  my  Lord,  something  I observe  in  your  letter,  as  if 
there  were  a coldness  yet  in  the  Council  towards  the  calling  of  a 
Parliament.  From  whence  this  should  arise  I know  not,  unless 
the  King  expects,  before  they  are  called,  an  assurance  of  the 
confirmation  of  the  Articles  of  Limerick.  If  that  be  the  obstacle, 
and  you  will  let  me  know  it,  I will  send  you  word  how  far  that  is 
like  to  be  obtained. 

“ However,  in  the  meantime,  I will  do  as  you  advise  me,  and, 
to  use  your  own  words,  earnestly  endeavour  to  apply  all  the  little 
interest  I have  to  compose  differences,  in  order  to  so  noble  an 
end,  as  bringing  King  and  Parliament  together,  in  order  to  a 
right  understanding  between  them.  But  to  the  best  of  my 
apprehensions,  were  the  misrepresentations  on  your  side  taken 
away,  little  would  remain  of  differences  to  be  composed  here  ; 
for  the  miseries  of  this  country  consist  not  in  divisions  amongst 
themselves,  but  poverty  and  insecurity  are  the  motives  to  their 
disquiet.  Men  do  not  purchase  or  cultivate,  in  despair  of  no 
settlements  by  Parliament,  and  the  apprehensions  they  have  of 
future  rebellions. 

“As  to  the  Government,  that  groans  under  the  burthen  of  a 
daily  increasing  debt.  In  my  Lord  Sydney’s  time  it  was  but 
70,000L  which  he  demanded  of  the  Parliament,  and  it’s  now 
increased  to  a 184,117Z.  Is.  2\d.,  being  able  only  to  pay  the 
subsistence,  and  the  remainder  by  little  parcels  towards  satisfying 
the  Civil  List.  And  ’tis  no  less  than  sixty  odd  thousand  pounds 
that  will  be  the  yearly  increase  of  the  debt,  considering  there  is 
no  hopes  of  the  increase  of  the  Revenue  whilst  the  war  remains. 
So  that  if  some  Ministers  who  truly  love  the  King  and  this 
interest  do  not  endeavour  to  settle  this  kingdom,  I fear  they  will 
be  a prey  to  the  next  comers,  or  be  under -hand  dealing  with  the 
Parliament  of  England  for  protection. 

“ Here  is  (to  me)  a surprising  letter  this  last  post  come  to  us 
as  the  result  of  your  counsels  upon  reading  our  two  letters,  viz. : 
that  we  should  be  sure  to  signify  to  the  gentry  that  the  King 
will  not  depart  from  his  right  in  the  raising  of  money  bills ; as 
if  one  should  say,  unless  you  promise  this,  you  shall  have  no 
Parliament.  Besides  this,  there  is  little  in  S[ec.]  Trenchard’s 


There  is  also  a note  of  10  August  from  the  same  to  the  same. 
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letter ; whereas  the  country  desires  to  forget  what  is  past,  and 
settle  the  kingdom  upon  the  next  meeting  of  a Parliament,  and 
give  the  King  what  money  is  necessary.  To  justify  which,  I will 
here  send  you  a letter  out  of  Munster  from  leading  person 
there,  and  in  Parliament  for  the  sole  right,  which  came  to  me 
this  morning.^’'  I likewise  send  you  the  copy  of  a letter  from  a 
prudent  person,  whose  sentiments  I desired  to  have  touching  the 
last  Parliament  and  calling  of  another.”! 

Ee.  the  15th,  1694. 

Sec.  Blathwayi  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Aug.  9-19,  Camp  at  Sombref. — . . . “ The  Treaty 

is  now  concluded  with  the  Elector  of  Brunswick’s  Ministers  for 
his  troops,  whereof  I send  your  Grace  the  enclosed  copy,  with 
his  Majesty’s  commands  that  your  Grace  do  communicate  the 
same  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  their  remitting  to 
Mr.  Hill  the  monthly  pay  of  those  troops,  wherein  it  is  hoped 
your  Grace  may  be  more  successful  than  for  the  troops  of 
Wolfembuttle,  for  whom  nothing  has  yet  been  sent  from 
England.”  . . . 

R.  13. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  13. — “Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Normanhie, 

“ Write  to  Mr.  Attorney  to  prepare  a proclamation  against 
tomorrow  for  the  re-taking  Col.  Parker. 

“Directions  to  speak  to  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  contents  of  Mr.  Blaithwayt’s  letter  of  the  6th  August, 
1694,  but  speak  it  in  the  King’s  name.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Aug.  13-23,  Camp  at  Grames  near  Leuze. — “Since  the 
receipt  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  the  King  has 
been  so  taken  up  with  our  continual  marches  and  the  direction  of 
the  Army  that  I have  not  found  an  opportunity  of  mentioning 
any  of  the  particulars  to  his  Majesty,  but  care  will  nevertheless 
be  taken  of  the  three  Regiments  when  they  arrive  at  Ostend ; and 
for  the  drafts  your  Grace  seems  to  propose,  I will  not  undertake 
to  say  what  will  be  his  Majesty’s  order,  but  there  is  certainly  no 
fear  of  supernumeraries  upon  the  return  of  the  prisoners,  which 
will  not  be  so  soon  that  they  are  like  to  find  their  Regiments 
complete  upon  their  arrival.  They  have  been  demanded  here  by 
the  Commissioner  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  hut  no  answer 
is  yet  come  from  Paris. 

“I  cannot  at  present  give  your  Grace  any  account  of  a 
successor  for  Mr.  Darcy,  his  Majesty’s  thoughts  being  wholly 


*See  Aug.  5.  fSee  July  19. 
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taken  up  about  our  march  tomorrow,  which  may  probably  end  iu 
meeting  the  French.  The  King  has  not  yet  declared  the  present 
design,  but  if  we  i^ass  the  Schelde  successfully,  there  is  the 
greatest  appearance  that  Meniu  will  be  attacked.” 

R.  the  25. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blj^thwayt. 

1694,  Aug.  14,  Whitehall. — “I  here  enclosed  send  you  a letter 
from  Sir  Clowdesley  Shovel,  which  wull  give  you  some  account  of 
an  affront  a Danish  man-of-war  has  offered  to  his  Majesty’s  Fleet 
in  the  Dowms.  The  seamen  are  so  picked  [piqued],  and  the 
nation  is  so  concerned  for  anything  that  may  prejudice  that 
dominion  on  the  seas  which  they  tliink  the  Crown  has  great 
interest  and  right  to  support,  that  I am  apprehensive  this  may 
lead  us  to  an  extremity  with  the  Danes  which  may  be  inconveni- 
ent to  the  public  cause,  especially  if  that  Court  resent  it  iu  the 
same  haughty,  unreasonahle  manner  that  their  Agent  here  ex- 
presses himself  in  ; who  has  this  day  sent  me  a letter  upon  this 
subject,  blaming  our  men-of-war,  and  excusing  his  master’s,  in 
language  so  insolent  that  I think  he  deserves  worse  usage  than 
what  the  frigate  has  met  with.  Mr.  Secretary,  who  has  received 
the  full  information  of  this  matter  in  a letter  from  the  Admiralty, 
will  I suppose  acquaint  you  how  their  Lordships  have  stopped 
this  man-of-war  with  the  merchantmen  under  his  convoy,  and 
what  other  orders  they  have  given,  till  such  time  as  his  Majesty 
has  considered  and  given  directions  in  the  matter. 

“The  Lords  of  the  Com[mittee]  have  appointed  tomorrow 
morning  to  meet  about  it,  and  in  the  meanwhile  have  directed 
me  to  write  to  Mr.  Gregg  to  give  the  same  notice  he  did  the  last 
year  to  the  masters  of  our  merchant  ships  which  are  homeward 
bound  from  the  East  Sea,  that  they  make  no  stay  at  Elsinore  or 
any  other  port  of  the  King  of  Denmark’s,  but  that  they  make 
their  rendezvous  at  Gottenbourg,  and  there  wait  for  the  convoy 
that  is  to  bring  them  home.  I was  the  readier  immediately  to 
dispatch  this  order,  as  I have  done  this  night,  because  of  a 
surmise  I find  in  a letter  from  Sir  Paul  Rycaut,  grounded  upon 
one  he  received  from  Mr.  Gregg  of  the  4th  of  August,  which  is  a 
fresher  date  than  any  I have  received  from  Copenhaghen,  as  if 
the  King  of  Denmark,  being  at  Elseneur  (sic),  had  invited  the 
commanders  of  our  ships  to  dinner,  with  a design  to  have  secured 
them  all  in  revenge  for  the  ships  we  stopped  here  in  the  Channel, 
but  that  the  wund  coming  fair  before  the  dinner  w'as  ready 
deprived  the  officers  of  that  honour,  but  secured  them  from  the 
treachery  if  any  was  designed  against  them. 

“ My  Lord  Berkley  writes  from  the  Downs  that  he  designed  to 
send  the  three  Regiments  yesterday  in  the  evening  to  Ostend  if 
the  badness  of  the  weather  did  not  prevent  him. 

“ Saturday  night  last  Col.  Parker  made  his  escape  from  the 
Tower.  My  Lord  Lucas  and  the  Deputy  Governor,  upon 
examination  finding  it  impossible  that  he  could  get  out  any 
other  way  than  hy  the  door,  though  soine  contrivances  were  used 
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to  persuade  that  he  got  up  the  chimney,  have  seemed  to  intend 
to  prosecute  the  Warders  and  Gentleman  Gaoler,  whom  they 
suspect  to  have  conspired  his  escape.  A proclamation  will  he  in 
print  tomorrow  with  rewards  for  whoever  shall  retake  him. 

“According  to  the  direction  in  your  letters  of  the  6th  and  9th 
I have  discoursed  wdth  Sir  John  Fleet,  the  Dep[uty]  Gov[ernor] 
of  the  East  India  Comp  [any],  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him 
to  a compliancy  with  his  Majesty’s  desires.  I perceive  he  thinks 
that  the  very  noise  of  prolonging  the  term  for  settling  the 
Regulations  would  be  a great  blow  to  their  reputation,  which  is 
not  in  a good  condition  to  bear  it ; but  he  says,  though  he  be 
Dep  [uty]  Gov  [ernor] , he  is  but  lately  come  into  the  Comp  [any] , 
and  is  ignorant  of  their  concerns,  so  dares  make  no  answer 
without  calling  a Court,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  allow  some 
time  for  the  doing,  most  of  the  leading  men  being  out  of  town. 
Sir  Tho.  Cook  at  Tunbridge,  others  at  their  own  houses  and  at 
the  Bath ; but  in  conclusion  I got  him  to  promise  he  would 
summon  one  with  all  possible  expedition,  if  he  be  as  good  as  his 
word. 

“I  shall  tomorrow  write  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  Brunswick  troops,  but  I fear  you  will  not  receive 
so  speedy  an  answer  as  you  may  expect,  their  Lordships  having 
been  adjourned  for  some  time,  and  do  not  as  I am  informed 
design  to  meet  before  a week  or  ten  days  at  the  soonest.” 

Autofjraph  draft. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  15. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  Kormanlhe,  Lord  Romney,  Lord  Shrewsbury, 
Mr.  Secretary. 

“ The  Admiralty  to  have  orders  to  bring  the  Danish  man-of- 
war  who  has  offered  this  affront  to  their  Majesties’  Fleet  into 
the  River,  to  be  there  secured  till  further  order. 

“ The  Admiralty  to  have  orders  to  release  the  merchantmen 
who  were  stopped  upon  this  occasion  only. 

“ To  return  answer  by  word  of  mouth  to  the  Danish  Com- 
missary here,  that  the  many  mistakes  he  has  made  in  his  paper 
has  [have]  run  him  into  expressions  so  indecent  that  I shall  not 
think  fit  to  give  him  any  answer,  but  complain  of  it  at  the  Court 
of  Denmark. 

“ To  write  to  Mr.  Gregg  to  complain  of  this  affront  as  a thing 
never  done  or  pretended  by  any  nation. 

“ And  also  to  complain  of  the  undecency  of  Pauly’s  expressions 
in  his  letter  to  me.” 

In  Shrewsbury' s hand. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Aug.  16-26,  Camp  at  Donckt  near  Oudenarde. — “Your 
Grace's  letter  of  the  10th  instant  furnishes  me  with  nothing  to 
be  answered,  and  his  Majesty,  being  yet  in  constant  motion,  has 
given  me  no  commands,  so  that  I can  only  refer  your  Grace  to  the 
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enclosed  paper  for  an  account  of  our  jjroceedings,  by  which  your 
Grace  will  easily  conclude  the  undertaking  of  a siege  at  this 
season  is  become  more  difficult,  if  practicable,  since  the  French 
in  all  probability,  possessing  themselves  of  the  Camp  at 
Harlebeck,  will  cover  those  places  which  might  have  been  most 
easily  attacked  ; so  that  if  his  Majesty  shall  resolve  to  take  the 
Camp  at  Deinse,  we  are  like  to  close  the  campaign  there,  and  his 
Majesty’s  stay  in  the  field  may  be  very  much  shortened.” 

Re.  the  25.  of  Aug. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Aug.  17,  Whi[tehall]. — “In  my  last  I acquainted  you 
with  this  unlucky  occasion  of  difference  that  has  happened 
between  us  and  Denmark,  and  what  was  ordered  thereupon  by 
the  Lords  Com  [missioners]  of  the  Ad  [miralty] . Her  Majesty, 
by  the  advice  of  those  Lords  who  have  met  to  consider  what  was 
fit  to  be  done  to  repair  this  injury,  has  commanded  the  Danish 
man-of-war  to  he  brought  up  and  secured  in  the  River  of  Thames, 
but  the  Danish  merchantmen  detained  upon  this  occasion  should 
be  discharged.  I was  likewise  directed  to  write  a letter  to 
Mr.  Gregg  to  the  effect  of  this  enclosed,  but  it  being  a matter  of 
too  nice  a nature  for  anybody  here  to  judge  how  far  it  may  consist 
with  the  whole  scheme  of  his  Majesty’s  designs  to  resent  this 
injury,  which  is  certainly  both  in  the  nature  and  extent  of  it  a 
most  sensible  wrong  to  the  Crown  of  England,  and  must  some 
way  or  other  be  repaired,  I was  commanded  not  to  send  the  letter 
directly  to  Mr.  Gregg,  but  to  enclose  it  to  you,  that  if  it  receive 
his  Majesty’s  approbation  it  may  by  you  immediately  be  sent 
forward  as  directed;  but  if  not  drawn  agreeable  to  his  Majesty’s 
inclinations  upon  this  subject,  it  may  then  be  stopped,  and  his 
Majesty  will  please  to  direct  you  to  write  to  Mr.  Gregg  what  may-' 
more  exactly  suit  with  his  Majesty’s  pleasure. 

“ The  Lords  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  advisable  to 
examine  more  narrowly  into  the  Captain’s  orders,  which  the 
Danish  Commissary  or  Resident  mentions  as  a justification  for 
him  (and  which  will  be  better  explained  to  you  in  his  last  letter 
to  me),  first  because  what  he  recites  of  those  orders  seems  only 
to  command  him  to  wear  his  flag  in  all  places,  which  nobody 
disputes  with  him,  and  does  not  forbid  him  to  strike  his  flag,  the 
not  doing  of  which  is  what  v{e  complain  of ; but  chiefly  because 
they  apprehended,  if  it  should  be  made  plain  that  the  orders  were 
so  injurious  to  his  Majesty’s  right  as  to  forbid  him  striking  to 
the  King’s  ships  anywhere,  the  Queen  would  have  been  under  a 
necessity  of  resenting  this  as  an  injury  done  by  the  King  of 
Den  [mark] , which  it  will  be  time  enough  to  take  in  such  a manner 
if  that  Court  shall  think  fit  to  justify  their  commander. 

“ In  the  mean  time  it  was  advised  that  such  a complaint  as 
you  will  find  in  my  letter  should  be  writ  against  this  insolent 
small  Minister  for  the  expressions  you  wull  read  in  his  first  letter 
to  me  ; and  that  when  he  came  to  me  for  an  answer,  I should 
say  no  more  to  him,  but  that  the  mistakes  he  had  committed  in 
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his  letter  had  run  him  into  expressions  so  indecent  that  I was 
commanded  to  return  him  no  answer,  l)ut  to  make  my  complaint 
of  his  carriage  at  the  Court  of  Denmark. 

“It  is  not  to  he  doubted  but  this  is  a very  unhappy  dispute 
and  fallen  out  in  a most  inconvenient  time,  when  the  great  strength 
of  our  Fleet  is  proposed  to  be  kept  at  such  a distance  as  will 
make  the  Danish  marine  force,  added  to  what  the  French  may 
put  out,  very  uneasy  to  us  ; but  at  the  same  time,  if  this  affront 
be  passed  over  without  a just  resentment,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
what  clamour  it  will  create,  and  how  the  people,  who  are  proud 
and  fond  of  their  Empire  in  the  Sea,  will  cry  out  that  the  honour 
of  Eng  [laud]  is  sacrificed  ; and  yet  how  far  the  Allies  will  stand 
by  us  in  such  a quarrel  is  another  question. 

“I  hope  his  Majesty  will  give  us  directions  in  this  important 
afifair.  I have  enclosed  to  Mr.  Gregg  a copy  of  the  Eesident’s 
first  letter  only,  but  have  sent  you  the  second  also,  which  I 
thought  not  so  proper  for  his  view,  with  a copy  of  what  I writ  liy 
the  last  post  and  have  repeated  by  a duplicate  this,’"  and  sent  it 
the  straight  way  to  him,  to  use  what  precautions  we  [he  ?]  can 
to  hinder  the  Danes  from  seizing  upon  our  ships  in  the  Sound. 

“ Before  I close  this  letter,  it  may  not  he  improper  to  add  what 
I have  heard  discoursed  by  those  who  think  themselves  best 
informed  in  these  particulars,  of  which  I confess  myself  most 
ignorant.  The  English  men-of-war  do  never  strike  their  flag  in 
no  foreign  port,  but  salute  the  castles  only  with  the  same 
number  of  guns  they  expect  should  be  returned  to  them.  They 
lay  claim  to  such  a dominion  in  all  those  seas  that  are  called 
British  that  they  demand  from  all  nations  to  have  the  resi^ect  of 
the  Flag  paid  them  everywhere  within  those  limits,  and  most 
commonly  it  is  not  contested  ; but  if  in  this  case  it  is  sometimes 
avoided,  no  nation  in  no  time  did  ever  make  a difficulty  of 
striking  to  the  English  men-of-war  in  the  English  ports  ; and 
Sir  Charles  Hedges  informed  the  Committee  that  within  less 
than  twenty  years  a Spanish  privateer  with  the  King  of  Spain’s 
commission  was  tried  and  fined  for  refusing  to  strike  I think  to 
a single  man-of-war  of  England  in  the  Downs  ; and  though  there 
is  no  treaty  that  yields  this  superiority  of  the  Flag  or  mentions 
it  that  I know,  except  that  with  the  Dutch,  yet  custom  uncon- 
tested for  a long  time  does  seem  to  give  a very  strong  a tittle  ” 
{sic — strong  title?). 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Aug.  20-30,  Camp  at  Wanneghem  near  Oudenarde. — 
“ The  King  has  seen  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and 
finds  reason  to  expect  with  impatience  the  resolution  of  the 
Court  of  Denmark  whether  they  will  justify  or  disavow  their 
Captain  and  Minister  in  their  late  insolent  behaviour. 

“His  Majesty  is  willing  that  Mr.  Paschal  do  succeed  Phil. 
Darcy  in  the  Prize  Office,  and  has  ordered  me  to  signify  his 
pleasure  in  it  to  your  Grace. 

*“  Post  ” struck  out. 
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“ The  three  Kegiments  are  arrived  at  Ostencl,  and  will  be  put 
into  .garrison  in  order  to  their  amendment.  We  hear  nothing  of 
my  Lord  Berkeley.” 

Ke.  Aug.  25. 


Consul  Kirk  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Aug.  [20-]30,  n.s.,  Genoua. — Touching  the  forwarding 
of  packets  to  Admiral  Bussell,  &c. 

Extract. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Aug.  21,  Whitehall. — “Here  enclosed  I send  you  copies 
of  such  papers  as  I have  received  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Ad  [miralty]  in  relation  to  this  dispute  with  the  Danes,  and  Sir 
Charles  Hedges’  opinion  upon  it,  that  his  Majesty  may  he 
thoroughly  informed  of  the  state  of  that  quarrel.  There  is 
likewise  a copy  of  Vice-Ad  [miral]  Hopson’s  letter  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Ad  [miralty],  wherein  he  complains  of  the  hazard  his 
ships  are  exposed  to  this  blowing  weather  by  continuing  in  the 
station  they  now  are.  I hope  he  has  sent  the  same  account  to 
you,  and  that  he  will  by  you  receive  his  Majesty’s  commands 
upon  it. 

“I  presume  to  desire  his  Majesty  may  be  put  in  mind  that 
upon  the  19th  of  the  next  month  the  Parliament]  is  to  meet, 
unless  his  Majesty  be  pleased  to  give  some  new  directions  in  that 
matter. 

“ I have  an  account  that  one  Capt.  Stow  was  yesterday  seized 
by  a warrant  of  mine  ; he  is  a man  I am  informed  there  is  a 
great  deal  against,  and  is  able  if  he  will  to  make  great  discoveries. 
I hope  we  shall  keep  him  better  than  we  did  Col.  Parker.” 

Antograph  draft. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  23. — “ Lord  President,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Normanby, 
Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Eomney,  Lord  Godolphin. 

“ The  answer  of  the  East  India  Company  to  be  sent  to  the 
King,  and  receive  his  commands  upon  it.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694  [Aug.  23-] Sept.  2,  Wanneghem. — “I  have  read  to  the 
King  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  17th  past,  and  the  other  papers 
relating  to  the  Danes  that  accompanied  it.  His  Majesty  admires 
the  insolence  of  Pauli,  and  approves  of  your  Grace’s  letter  to  Mr. 
Gregs,  with  the  alteration  only  which  your  Grace  will  find  in  the 
enclosed  from  me,  which  I forwarded  last  night  with  the  other  to 
him.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  by  what  your  Grace  will  receive  by 
this  packet  from  Mr.  Robinson,  that  whatever  resolution  the 
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King  of  Denmark  may  take,  the  Suedes  will  disavow  this  pro- 
ceeding, as  they  have  the  measures  the  Danes  had  proposed  to 
them  upon  the  late  occasion  of  our  having  brought  up  and 
examined  the  ships  of  both  nations. 

“ The  three  Regiments  arrived  at  Ostend  will  he  put  in 
quarters  of  refreshment,  and  for  the  recruiting  of  them,  it  is  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  that  orders  be  given  for  making  a draft  of 
three  hundred  men  out  of  the  several  Regiments  of  foot  that  are 
near  enough  to  London  (the  Guards  and  the  Regiments  of  Nor- 
cott  and  Faringdon  only  excepted),  and  embarking  them  for 
Ostend  from  the  River  of  Thames.  Your  Grace  will  please  to 
signify  his  Majesty’s  directions  herein,  and  some  officers  of  each 
of  these  three  Regiments  may  be  soon  expected  in  England  to 
take  care  of  the  men,  for  whom  40s.  per  head  will  be  paid  by  the 
Regiments,  besides  a consideration  for  the  clothing  they  shall 
take  away. 

“ The  Regiments  of  Norcott  and  Faringdon  are  designed  by 
his  Majesty  for  Jamaica ; and  because  the  force  that  is  now  in 
England  will  be  lessened  by  it,  his  Majesty  thinks  fit  that  Sir 
H.  Belasyse’s  Regiment  do  remain  there,  so  that  the  Dragoons 
of  Wynne,  with  the  draft  aforementioned,  are  only  to  be  sent 
hither.” 

Enclosure : — 

“Extract  of  a letter  to  Mr.  Greggs  from  Mr.  Blathwayt,  dated 
the  1st  Sept.  ’94. — His  Majesty  approves  of  every  part  of  his 
Grace’s  letter,  excepting  only  that  paragraph  under  wffiich  I have 
drawn  lines,  viz. : That  her  Majesty  resolves  to  call  the  Commander 
to  an  account  as  a j)rirate  person  in  this  regard,  and  to  do  herself 
right  in  such  a manner  as  is  agreeable  to  justice;  instead  whereof 
his  Majesty  thinks  tit  that  you  represent  to  the  Court  of  Denmark 
that  the  Queen  has  ordered  the  Commander  to  he  kept  in  arrest 
untiTthe  whole  matter  shall  be  represented  by  you  to  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Denmark,  and  directions  given  by  his  said  Majesty 
for  the  punishment  of  the  Commander  in  such  manner  as  is 
agreeable  to  justice,  Yc.” 

Re.  the  1st  of  Sept.,  o.s. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Sheewsbury]  . 

1694,  [Aug.  23-]  Sept.  2,  Wanneghem. — “I  had  ended  my 
other  letter  when,  upon  the  information  that  has  been  given  the 
King  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Harrison,  Master  of  St.  Cross,  near 
Winchester,  his  Majesty,  intending  the  place  for  Mr.  Hill,  who 
is  Paymaster  here  and  qualified  for  it,  and  having  forgot  to 
mention  it  in  his  letter  to  the  Queen,  has  commanded  me  to 
write  to  your  Grace  that  her  Majesty’s  grant  he  obtained  for  Mr. 
Hill  accordingly,  unless  the  vacancy  he  already  supplied.” 

R.  the  1st  of  Sept.,  o.s. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwwyt. 

1694,  Aug.  24,  Whitehall. — “I  have  here  enclosed  sent  you  a 
copy  of  the  answer  I received  from  Sir  John  Fleet,  Gov[ernor] 
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of  the  East  India  Company.  Upon  discourse  with  them  I find 
they  think  the  suspension  of  the  Regulations  is  such  a rod  over 
their  heads  that  the  very  disreputation  of  it  would  inevitably 
cause  their  ruin.  It  is  therefore  to  little  purpose  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  them  to  consent  to  it.  I had  her  Majesty’s 
commands  to  lay  it  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  who  could 
advise  nothing  else  to  be  done,  but  to  return  the  answer  by  the 
first  opportunity  to  his  Majesty,  and  desire  his  further  commands 
upon  it ; for  I perceive  the  Lords  could  not  among  themselves 
propose  any  new  regulations  they  thought  necessary  or  proper. 

“You  Avill  be  informed  by  Mr.  Sec[retary’s]  letter  that  her 
Majesty  has  not  laid  aside  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk.  The 
objections  my  Lord  Berkley  had  to  undertaking  it,  arose  chiefly 
from  consulting  pilots,  who,  as  we  are  informed,  were  ignorant  of 
the  place,  and  from  a want  of  small  frigates  to  sustain  his 
fireships,  machine  vessels,  or  what  others  should  be  necessary  to 
send  in  to  destroy  either  Du  Bart  or  the  forts.  As  to  the  last 
defect,  her  Majesty,  upon  laying  up  the  great  ships,  has  com- 
manded Sir  Clow.  Shovell,  with  what  frigates  were  belonging  to 
the  main  Fleet,  to  join  with  Hopson  ; and  has  writ  a letter  to 
the  Commander  of  the  Dutch  upon  that  station  to  assist  in 
whatever  upon  their  joining  shall  be  thought  advisable  for 
annoying  the  enemy.  If  those  Dutch  ships  make  no  difficulty 
of  this  service,  and  Du  Bart  remains  still  in  the  Road,  I 
have  great  hopes  of  success  in  this  business,  and  could  wish  for 
greater  security  that  his  Majesty  would  send  an  order  to  those 
Dutch  ships  to  obey  Sir  Clowdesley  Shovell,  or  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  English  squadron,  upon  this  occasion ; it  may 
possibly  come  time  enough  to  them  to  remove  difficulties. 

“And  for  the  procuring  pilots  better  acquainted  with  that 
place  Mr.  Maisters  is  gone  to  Ostend  or  Newport,  where  he 
promises  himself  he  shall  find  them,  but  desired  me  to  write  to 
you,  that  the  King  would  get  from  (sic)  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
[to]  send  to  him  an  order  to  the  Governors  of  Ostend  and 
Newport  to  furnish  Mr.  Maisters  with  such  a number  of  pilots  as 
will  be  necessary  for  the  service.  There  are  now  three  posts 
due.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Newsletter  from  Brest. 

1694,  [Aug.  24-]  Sept.  3,  Brest. — “ La  flote  est  touiours  en 
rade  retenue  par  van  contraire,  ce  qui  luy  a donne  lieu  de 
s’augmenter  et  de  se  fortifier  de  plusieurs  conuois ; car  outtre  Le 
Palmier,  La  Tempeste,  La  Bonne,  et  Lemeraude,  dont  vous  este 
informe  des  forces,  il  y aura  de  plus  3 auttres  vaiss’^^  sauoir  : Le 
Camaret,  32  canons  et  150  hommes,  commande  par  Mr.  de 
Chauignac ; il  a des  viures  pour  deux  mois,  va  a Rochefort,  et  de 
la  dit  on  aux  Isles  de  la  Merique.  Le  second  est  Le  Cristianus 
Quintus,  autrem*^  Le  Roy  de  Danemarcq,  qui  aura  50  ou  54 
canons,  mais  il  sera  foible  de  monde  ; on  croit  que  n’estant  arme 
que  pour  aller  a Port  Louis,  quil  n’aura  que  80  a 100  hommes. 
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Et  le  3®  est  vne  prise  Angloise  de  22  canons  achettee  par  vn 
marchand  de  Nantes,  ou  elle  va  ; elle  sera  aussy  foible  de  monde. 
II  y a dans  cette  flotte  12  ou  14  vaiss’'*  marchands  de  Bayonne, 
charges  pour  le  Roy  : que  d’autres  vaiss'®  marchands  de  ce  port 
partie  charges,  dont  il  y en  a qui  ont  10,  8,  6,  4 pieces  de  canons, 
mais  pen  d’equipages.  Le  vaiss'®  (sic)  qui  vient  des  Isles  y est 
compris.  Je  croix  quil  y aura  plus  de  160  voilles.” 

Other  particulars  relating  to  Fort  Mingaut  (or  Mignaud) 
batteries,  guns,  M.  de  Vauban,  le  Bieur  Regnaud  (Ingenieur 
general),  the  Marquis  d’  Imferville,  Bordeaux,  Toulon,  the  fleet,  &c. 

“II  n’y  a point  de  changement  a St.  Renant.  Les  troupes  y 
sent  touiours  et  sur  la  coste,  parce  qu’on  craignoit  que  I’Amiral 
Berkeley  vienderoit  encore  faire  quelque  tantatiue  pour  allarmer 
ces  costes.  . . . 

“ On  croit  et  je  ne  doutte  point  que  Mr.  Russel  ne  ferine  le 
passage  a Mr.  de  Tourville.  Le  petit  corsaire  Le  Pecheur  du 
Roy  a fait  en  sorte  de  sortir  de  la  rade  ce  soir : cest  vne  queche 
qui  va  tres  bien  a la  voille,  qui  a fait  les  3 prises  Angloises  dont 
vous  este  informe  ; il  va  croiser  a I’owest  d’lrlande ; il  a 60 
bons  homines,  6 canons,  6 pierriers,  et  40  bons  fusils  Boucaniers; 
il  n’a  que  pour  vn  mois  de  viures. 

“Les  fregattes  L’Entreprenante  et  La  Gabarre  sont  encore 
dans  la  rade,  qui  sortiont  demain  si  le  temps  le  permet ; elles  ne 
vont  pas  bien  a la  voilles  {sic),  et  on  dit  quelles  vont  sur  le  ban 
de  Terreneufue ; elles  ont  pour  deux  mois  de  viures.  Vous 
scaues  leurs  forces.”  . . . 

Copy. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  [Aug.  27-]  Sept.  6,  Camp  at  Wouterghem,  between 
Beinse  and  Tbielt. — “ Sir,  . . . Yesterday  my  Lord  Lexinton  set 
out  from  the  Camp  on  his  way  to  Cologne,  from  whence  his 
Lordship  will  make  a step  to  the  Courts  of  Lunebourg  to  visit 
those  Princes,  who  have  expressed  a great  desire  to  see  his 
Lordship.  From  thence  his  Lordship  will  proceed  to  Vienna, 
where  his  presence  will  be  the  more  necessary  uiion  the  alarm 
that  will  be  taken  from  the  apprehension  of  Admiral  Russell’s 
returning  home  this  winter  with  the  Fleet.  The  King  was 
ideased  to  give  his  Lordship  some  additional  instructions,  a copy 
whereof  I have  here  enclosed,  and  pray  your  Grace  to  observe 
that  by  the  last  instruction  it  will  be  necessary  that  powers  be 
sent  in  the  usual  form  from  England,  to  be  made  use  of  by  his 
Lordship  in  the  case  therein  mentioned. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  already  acquainted  your  Grace  with  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  that  Sir  H.  Belasyse’s  Regiment  do  remain  in 
England.” 

R.  1 [Sept.] . 

Sec.  Blathwwyt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  [Aug.  30-]Sept.  9,  Camp  at  Rouselaer. — “Ilis  Majesty 
has  seen  your  Grace’s  letters  of  the  21st  and  24th  past,  and  in 
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relation  to  the  Parliament  has  commanded  me  to  acquaint  your 
Grace  that  as  he  cannot  reckon  upon  his  being  in  England  before 
the  latter  end  of  October,  new  style,  his  Majesty  leaves  it  to  the 
Queen  to  put  off  the  Parliament  to  such  time  as  shall  be  thought 
fit. 

“His  Majesty  has  understood  by  the  accounts  received  directly 
from  Eear  Admiral  Hopson,  the  difficulties  he  meets  with  by 
remaining  so  long  upon  that  coast;  but  inasmuch  as  by  Sir 
Cloudesly  Shovell’s  instructions  the  ships  under  his  com- 
mand are  to  be  likewise  assisting  in  the  enterprise  against 
Dunkirk,  his  Majesty  does  not  think  fit  to  give  him  any  directions 
from  hence,  but  is  willing  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
dispose  of  that  squadron  as  they  shall  judge  most  fitting. 

“Mr.  Meesters  is  arrived  in  these  parts,  and  is  gohig  to  Ostend 
and  Newport  for  the  procuring  such  pilots  as  may  be  necessary, 
wherein  he  will  be  assisted  by  the  Government  here.  His 
Majesty  is  not  satisfied  with  the  answer  of  the  East  India 
Company. 

[P.S.]  “The  Dutch  ships  before  Dunkirk  will  readily  obey 
Sir  Cloudesly  Shovell.” 

Ke.  the  6th,  o.s. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Aug.  28,  Whitehall]. — . . . “Intelligence  being 

come  that  Du  Bart  with  his  squadron  is  gone  into  the  harbour  of 
Dunkirk,  any  attempt  upon  that  place  is  not  judged  so  pressing, 
but  that  Hopson,  complaining  much  of  the  condition  of  his  ships, 
and  the  hazard  they  lie  in,  is  ordered  to  the  Downs,  leaving  a 
clean  ship  and  an  advice-boat  to  give  an  account  of  Bart’s 
motions  there,  and  to  send  a frigate  to  Ostend  to  convey’ 
Mr.  Maisters  and  his  pilots  to  the  Downs  also ; where  Sir 
Clowdesley  Shovell  will,  upon  advice  with  them  all,  be  better 
able  to  resolve  what  can  be  done  upon  that  place,  our  English 
pilots  making  such  difficulties  that,  if  the  Dutch  do  the  like,  the 
very  carrying  in  the  frigates  to  favour  any  attempt  will  be 
hazardous.” 

Autograph  draft. 

[Mr.  Benjamin  Lodington  to  Consul  Blackwell.] 

1694,  Aug.  30,  Tripoli  di  Barbaria. — “ The  25th  ultimo,  the  Dey 
of  this  place  sent  for  me,  and  after  some  Turkish  compliments 
he  told  me  that  contrary  to  his  will  the  war  was  made  with  the 
English;  for  which  excusing  himself  with  the  damage  the  French 
did  to  the  town,  and  the  danger  of  their  doing  more,  and  also 
their  importuning  them  to  make  war,  which  action  contrary  to 
their  minds  they  condescended  to,  as  being  always  very  desirous  of 
amity  with  the  English,  and  no  act  of  hostility  having  happened, 
they  are  willing  to  renew  the  peace  again,  and  if  I would  assume 
the  place  of  a Consul  that  they  would  esteem  me  as  the  same. 


*Or  ‘convoy.” 
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and  so  a cessation  of  arms  to  l)e  held  firm  for  six  months,  until 
the  King  should  order  some  of  his  ships  to  come  and  conclude  a 
peace  with  them.  I thanked  them  for  their  kindness,  as  also 
for  the  many  favours  I had  received  of  them,  Init  to  take  any 
charge  upon  me  I could  not  do  it;  hut  if  they  pleased  to  write  [to] 
the  King  of  England  and  acquaint  him  how  well  they  are  inclined 
to  a peace,  it  would  be  accepted  by  him,  and  accordingly  he  would 
send  to  treat  with  them.  So  having  brought  them  to  this,  for  want 
of  a conveyance  to  forward  their  letter  to  his  Majesty,  I freighted 
a barque  for  Malta,  which  sent  [I  send?]  to  my  l)rother,  to 
whom  they  also  write  that,  if  he  had  orders  to  renew  the  peace, 
not  to  stay  for  men-of-war,  but  if  he’ll  please  to  come  they  would 
give  him  all  honourable  entertainment.  This  business  I have 
had  in  motion  some  time,  hut  the  French  faction  kept  it  off  till 
I found  a way  to  make  a division  amongst  them,  and  so  carried 
it  in  spite  of  all  what  the  French  envoy  could  do  to  the  contrary ; 
which  put  him  into  an  intoleralile  passion,  and  in  his  rage  [he] 
used  some  extravagances  to  the  Dey,  upon  which  he  narrowly 
escaped  being  banished  and  sent  in  a boat  to  Tunis,  besides  most 
basely  abused  with  words.” 

Endorsed  hy  Blathicayt : News  from  Tripoly.  For  the  King 
tomorrow. 


Pkivy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Aug.  31. — “Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President,  Lord  Nonnan- 
l)ie.  Lord  Shrewslmry. 

“ That  with  the  memorial  relating  to  the  Fees,  the  Lords  of  the 
Adm[iralty]  be  desired  to  send  an  account  of  the  Establishment, 
to  be  laid  before  her  Majesty. 

“A  letter  to  the  Ad[miralty]  signifying  her  Majesty’s  pleasure 
that,  notwithstanding  her  commands  signified  by  Mr.  Secretary 
yesterday,  it  is  now  her  Majesty’s  pleasure  that  Vice-Admiral 
Hopson  continues  (sic)  to  follow  his  former  orders  till  he  shall  he 
relieved,  and  then  to  follow  such  other  orders  as  he  shall  receive 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  And  that  upon  Sir  Clow. 
ShovelTs  going  to  the  coast  of  Flanders,  the  Lords  of  the 
.\d[miralty]  have  power  to  dispose  to  other  service  the  ships  that 
are  with  him  as  they  think  advisable.” 

In  Slireirshnry's  hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blatiiwayt. 

1094,  Aug.  31,  Whitehall. — . . . “ By  advice  of  the  Com- 
mittee Mr.  Secretary  did  signify  j^esterday  the  Queen’s  pleasure 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  call  Hopson  to  the  Downs,  as' 
acquainted  you  in  my  last ; hut  a Committee  meeting  this  morn- 
ing, and  considering  the  consequence  it  might  be  to  permit  Du 
Bart  in  that  interim  to  escape,  destroy  the  fishery,  take  the  East 
India  ships  expected  to  (sic)  Holland,  or  intercept  the  fleet  of 
stores  coming  from  the  Sound,  their  Lordships  have  changed 
their  opinion ; and  upon  their  advice  her  Majesty  has  com- 
manded me,  in  i\Ir.  Secretary’s  absence,  to  signify  her  pleasure 
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that  Hopson  remain  there  till  he  be  relieved  by  Sir  Clowdesley 
Shovell,  which  I have  accordingly  done  this  afternoon ; and  the 
Admiralty  have  promised  that  the  contradictory  orders  to  Vice- 
Ad  [miral]  Hopson  shall  be  sent  this  evening. 

“The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  represented  that  it  is  of 
absolute  necessity  a strong  squadron  be  immediately  ordered  to 
protect  the  stores-ships  expected  from  the  Sound  about  the 
middle  of  September ; for  the  Navy  Board  have  laid  before  them 
that  in  case  the  Banes  should  detain  those  ships,  the  Fleet 
cannot  be  equipped  the  next  year  for  want  of  stores.  It  is  de- 
signed that  when  Sir  Clow.  Shovell  joins  Hopson  upon  the  coast 
of  Flanders  and  takes  his  station  to  observe  l)u  Bart,  or,  if  it  be 
found  feasible,  to  destroy  him  or  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk,  that 
then  Hopson  be  detached  northward  with  such  a strength  as  the 
Danes  cannot  immediately  set  out  to  stop  the  merchantmen, 
especially  they  having  before  had  orders  not  to  touch  at  any  port 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  but  to  rendezvous  at  Gotten- 
berg. 

“ I find  Sir  Henry  Bellasys’  Lieut. -Col.  is  very  desirous,  and 
pretends  the  whole  Beg  [iment]  are  so  too,  to  go  to  Jamaica,  but  I 
suppose  they  will  be  embarked  for  Flanders  before  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  can  be  known  upon  that.  However,  the  Lieut.-Col. 
himself  is  so  fond  of  the  journey  that  he  desires  he  may  stay 
behind  the  Beg  [iment]  one  week,  to  know  his  Majesty’s  pleasure 
whether,  if  a Beg  [iment]  be  sent  thither,  he  may  not  be  thought 
worthy  of  that  command.  I am  a stranger  to  the  gentleman  and 
his  merits,  but  it  is  what  I believe  many  in  his  post  will  not  be 
found  fond  of.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbuey  to  Lord  Lucas. 

1694,  Aug.  31,  Whitehall. — “Her  Majesty’s  pleasure  is  that 
you  suffer  Mr.  Gelsthorp,  an  apothecary,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Twist 
to  be  admitted  twice  to  see  Sir  Thomas  Stanley,  a prisoner  in  the 
Tower,  in  the  presence  of  a warder.” 

Copty. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Sept.  3-13,  Boselaer. — . . . “ Orders  are  given  to  our 
Army  on  this  side  the  Lis  to  hut,’-''  which  shows  the  intention  of 
staying  in  our  present  camps  until  the  troops  shall  be  disposed 
of  into  winter  quarters.  His  Majesty  I believe  will  be  very 
desirous  to  see  an  end  of  the  siege  of  Huy  before  his  leaving  the 
Army.” 

Be.  the  14th,  o.s. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt, 

1694,  Sept.  4,  Whitehall. — “ Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard  being 
gone  for  some  time  into  the  country  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 


* “ To  hut  with  straw”  in  the  letter  of  6-16  Sept. 
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and  liaviii"  in  his  absence  entrusted  me  to  open  and  answer  his 
letters,  I am  to  acknowledge  yours  to  him  as  well  as  to  myself  of 
the  2nd  and  6th  of  September,  n.s. 

“ The  Committee  of  ITantations  have  frequently  met  to  put 
everything  in  a forwardness  to  obey  his  Majesty’s  commands, 
which  they  have  now  receiv(Hl.  Transport  ships  are  preparing 
to  embark  the  two  Reg  [iments] , one  at  Portsmouth  and  the  other 
at  Plymouth ; but  the  Commissioners  represent  it  as  a difficult 
task  to  provide  enough.  Notice  has  been  sent  to  the  Colonels 
Norcot  and  Faringdon.  The  last  is  now  in  town,  and  Mr.  Smith 
of  the  Treasury,  who  is  his  uncle,  and  others  of  his  friends  have 
desired  me  if  possilde  to  get  him  with  the  Regiment  excused. 
The  same  must  he  expected  from  Col.  Norcot  when  the  news 
comes  to  his  knowledge,  who  is  now  in  the  West.  At  the  same 
time  Col.  Lilliston  came  to  me  yesterday,  and  offered  his 
and  his  Regiment’s  service,  seeming  rather  to  desire  to  go  than 
to  remain  here  ; and  his  Regiment,  being  quartered  at  Plymouth, 
lies  as  convenient  for  transportation  as  any  other,  if  his  Majesty 
shall  think  fit  to  direct  it.  But  the  land-men  will  certainly  he 
ready  before  the  ships  which  are  to  carry  them,  and  before  the 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  that  must  be  sent  at  the  same 
time.  By  the  last  paragraph  of  one  of  the  enclosed  papers  you 
will  see  what  naval  strength  is  designed.  I thought  the  whole 
worth  sending,  because  it  is  a state  the  Lords  of  the  Ad  [miralty] 
did  lay  before  the  Committee  some  time  since,  of  what  ships 
remain  here  for  all  services. 

“ I have  likewise  sent  you  an  account  of  such  ships  as  are 
designed  for  Dunkirk,  the  Sound  convoy,  and  the  fisheries ; 
which  last  the  Dutch  being  inquisitive  to  be  informed  of,  I have 
sent  it  also  to  Mr.  Prior.  We  have  yet  no  news  that  Sir  Clow. 
Shovell  is  sailed  from  the  Downs,  which  I admire  at,  hut  doubt, 
by  a postscript  I see  in  a letter  from  him  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Ad  [miralty] , he  has  mistook  the  orders  to  him.  By  the  first 
opportunity  I shall  write  to  INIr.  Stanhop  to  the  effect  you  recom- 
mend in  yours  of  the  2nd  to  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ According  to  his  Majesty’s  commands  in  yours  of  the  2nd  to 
me,  I have  directed  Mr.  Clerk  that  a draft  of  300  men  be  made 
out  of  the  Regiments  near  London,  the  Guards  [under]  Norcot 
and  Faringdon  excepted,  and  sent  with  all  speed.  We  hear 
nothing  yet  of  any  officers  come  over  to  receive  them. 

“Her  Majesty  commands  me  to  acquaint  you  that  she  will 
write  to  the  King  about  Mr.  Hill’s  succeeding  to  the  Master  of 
St.  Cross,  but  I doubt  I am  too  well  informed  that  it  is  not  in  the 
King’s  but  in  the  Bishop  of  Winchester’s  gift,  who  has  already 
disposed  of  it ; hut  I have  sent  to  Mr.  Attorney  to  inquire  into 
his  Majesty’s  title. 

“A[a]ron  Smith  informs  me  that  one  Lieut.  Drommond,  in 
the  Lord  Stranaver’s  Regiment,  will  he  of  great  use  here  upon 
some  trials,  and  does  earnestly  desire  he  may  be  sent  hither  with 
all  speed. 

“Whilst  I am  writing  they  bring  me  a paper  which  Col. 
Lilleston  (sic)  has  left  here,  a copy  of  which  I enclose  to  you, 
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not  so  much  for  anything  in  it,  as  to  show  that  I imagine, 
if  he  goes,  he  will  expect  some  distinction  or  advancement 
beyond  a Colonel ; and  I should  be  glad  to  be  informed  how  far 
his  Majesty  will  approve  of  any  such  favour  to  him  or  to  eitlier 
of  the  other  Colonels,  if  they  are  to  go. 

“ Her  Majesty  has  been  a little  indisposed  with  a cold  these 
two  days,  but  has  taken  the  air  this  evening,  and  is  better  ; but 
that  you  may  not  be  in  pain  till  the  next  post  arrives,  you  may 
he  sure,  if  any  alteration  should  happen  for  the  worse,  his 
Majesty  shall  be  acquainted  with  it  by  express.” 

Autograph  drajt. 

Portland  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1691,]  Sept.  6-16,  Camp  of  Kousselaer. — . . . “Nous 

avoirs  ici  une  voye  tres  secrette  de  savoir  quelque  fois  des  choses 
qui  se  font  dans  les  cours  et  conseils  de  quelques  princes : par 
laquelle  jay  receu  dans  ce  moment  ces  deus  lettres  que  le  Pmy  de 
Dennemarck  escrit  a Pauli,  son  agent,  lesquelles  je  vous  envoye 
ci-jointes.  . . . Mr.  Blathwait  n’en  a auquune  cognoissance. 
Vous  jugerez  pent  estre  ce  que  le  Roy  de  Hen''  veut  faire  sur  le 
sujet  de  son  Cap®  ; il  me  semhle  que  ces  ordres  sont  concus  de 
maniere  quils  se  contredisent;  les  termes  sont  fort  tiers,  de  la 
premiere  lettre. 

“ La  guarnison  de  Liege  doit  avoir  investi  Huy  aujourdhui,  ce 
qui  retiendra  airparemment  le  Roy  plus  long  temps  en  campagne 
quil  n’avoit  creu  lui  mesme.  La  cavallerie  du  Roy  marche 
demain  pour  s’approcher  d’ici,  et  pour  cantonner  derriere  cette 
armee.  Lon  dit  que  Mr.  le  Dauphin  doit  partir  demain  ou  apres- 
demain  pour  sen  retourner  en  France. 

“ Nous  avoirs  echappez  une  trahison  assez  heureusement 
quelques  jours  passez.  Lon  attrapa  sur  un  chariot  de  poudre 
dans  nostre  artillerie  un  scelerat  qui  estoit  empeche  a i mettre 
une  nreche  pour  la  faire  sauter.  II  advoua  quil  avoit  este  subonre 
pour  le  faire,  et  nonrrrra  les  gens  qui  lavoit  {sic)  induit  a cela.  II 
a este  brusle  tout  vif  quatre  jours  passe  ; en  mourant  il  ne 
temoigna  point  de  repentir,  disant  quil  avoit  voulu  servir  son 
Dieu  et  son  Roy.  Il  pretendoit  avoir  este  oblige  de  quitter 
larmee  de  France  pour  sestre  battu,  et  il  demandoit  de  lemploy, 
que  loir  navoit  guarde  de  lui  dormer,  puis  quon  ne  le  donne  a 
personne  de  ces  sorte  de  gens,  ausquels  nous  ne  nous  fions  pas 
quant  ils  pretendroit  {sic)  avoir  quittez  pour  la  Religion. 

“ Nous  attendons  avec  impatience  des  nouvelles  de  la  Flotte  ; 
la  haute  niaree  commence  demain,  et  le  temps  est  tres  bau.” 

Enclosure 

Copies  of  two  letters  in  German  from  the  King  of  Denmark  to 
the  Danish  Councillor  in  England,  dated  7th  and  25th  August, 
authorising  him  to  complain  to  the  King  of  England  and  the 
English  ministers  of  the  conduct  of  certain  English  commanders 
and  captains  of  English  and  Dutch  frigates,  who,  in  convoying  a 
large  Couvardic  " fleet  from  Cronenburg  to  the  West  Sea,  failed  to 


* Of  Coworde,  in  the  United  Provinces. 
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render  the  ancient  and  accustomed  homage  to  the  King’s  palace 
and  castle  ; and  also  touching  an  attack  by  an  English  captain 
on  a Danish  captain  off  the  English  coast,  in  the  Downs. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Sept.  6-16,  Rouselaer. — “I  have  the  honour  of  your 
Grace’s  letter  of  the  28th  and  31st  past,  and  one  of  the  former 
date  from  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard,  which  at  the  same  time  1 
take  leave  to  answer  to  your  Grace,  as  Mr.  Secretary  upon  his 
going  out  of  town  has  desired  me. 

“ I find  your  Grace  under  an  apprehension  that  the  packet-boat 
with  our  letters  of  the  2nd,  if  not  those  of  the  6th  instant,  may 
have  been  taken  by  the  French  ; for  which  reason  I enclose 
copies  of  what  I writ  by  the  first  of  those  posts,  as  I should  do  of 
the  second,  if  there  were  anything  of  present  consideration  which 
has  not  been  since  repeated.  . . . 

“ I have  a letter  from  Mr.  Meesters,  dated  at  Ostend,  the  14th 
instant,  wherein  he  says  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovell  was  arrived  the 
day  before  with  the  Fleet  before  Gravelines,  and  that  he  was 
going  on  hoard  with  the  pilots  he  had  got,  so  that  we  are  expect- 
ing the  good  success  of  that  expedition,  after  which  his  Majesty 
hopes  the  design  against  Calais  may  be  yet  proceeded  on  this 
season. 

“ His  Majesty  approves  of  the  precautions  that  are  intended  to 
secure  the  return  of  our  Eastland  ships,  hut  observes  withall  that 
it  wdll  be  very  difficult  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Danes  to 
stop  them,  since  they  are  to  pass  through  the  Sound  and  under 
Cronenburg  Castle,  where  all  merchant  ships  are  obliged  to  give 
an  account  of  their  lading. 

“ His  Majesty  has  considered  Mr.  Secretary’s  letter  and  papers 
enclosed,  and  approves  of  the  measures  that  are  taken  in  every- 
thing as  far  as  relates  to  Admiral  Russell’s  Fleet ; his  Majesty 
intending  likewise  to  take  care  that  the  Dutch  convoys  be  ordered 
to  accompany  ours  to  Cadiz  as  is  proposed.  . . 

“[P.S.]  One  Thomas  Bew,  of  Thame  in  Oxfordshire,  left  England 
about  three  years  past  upon  an  accusation  of  robbing  upon  the 
highway,  and  has  ever  since  rid  in  the  Third  Troop  of  Guards, 
where  he  has  behaved  himself  very  well  and  been  wounded  in 
the  two  last  battles;  in  consideration  whereof  his  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  grant  him  his  pardon,  and  would  therefore  have  your 
Grace  do  what  is  necessary  for  passing  the  same  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  some  person  from  him. 

“ The  enclosed  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Kirk‘^'*  is  to  shew 
what  has  been  done  in  the  dispatch  of  the  King’s  orders  to 
Admiral  Russell,  who  sailed  westward  from  Barcelona  the  ^ 
past. 

“ The  news  from  Brest  comes  usually  to  Mr.  Secretary  Tren- 
chard, but  I send  this  cojiy  to  your  Grace  upon  account  of  the 
preparations  therein  mentioned  for  the  West  Indies.” 

Re.  Sept,  the  14,  o.s. 


26659 


* See  Auw.  20-30. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  7,  Whitehall. — ■“!  will  hegiii  with  acquainting  you 
that  her  Majesty,  God  be  thanked,  is  perfectly  recovered  of  her 
late  indisposition,  having  let  blood  upon  Wednesday. 

“I  have  a letter  from  Maisters  since  his  arrival  at  Margat  with 
his  pilots ; he  is  once  again  in  great  hopes  of  the  success  of  his 
undertaking,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits  the  Fleet  will 
sail  in  order  to  that  attempt. 

“I  am  to  acknowledge  yours  to  Mr.  Secretary  and  to  myself  of 
the  9th,  n.s.  The  Committee  met  and  sat  so  late  last  night  to 
dispatch  the  orders  to  Mr.  Bussell,  that  though  I maintained  his 
Majesty’s  directions  relating  to  Calais,  and  his  dissatisfaction 
to  (sic)  the  answer  of  the  East  India  Company,  there  was  not 
time  to  come  to  any  resolution  upon  either.  1 hope  before  the 
next  post  to  give  you  an  account  of  what  is  directed  in  both. 

“ Her  Majesty  has  put  out  a Proclamation  for  proroguing  the 
Parliament  till  the  25th  of  October  next.  I hope  before  that  time 
his  Majesty  will  be  here. 

“ The  enclosed  order  is  dispatched  this  night  to  Mr.  Bussell, 
with  duplicates  of  her  Majesty’s  instructions  to  him  of  the  14th 
of  August,  and  her  order  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  which 
I forbear  sending  you  copies  of,  concluding  Mr.  Secretary  has 
done  it  at  the  time  they  were  first  dispatched  to  Mr.  Bussell. 
The  commander  of  the  vessel  that  carries  them  hath  instructions 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Ad[miralty]  to  steer  such  a course  as 
may  be  most  probable  to  meet  Mr.  Bussell  in  his  return.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Bussell. 

1694,  Sept.  7,  Whitehall. — His  Majesty  thinks  it  of  great 
importance  to  the  common  cause  that  Bussell  should  continue 
this  winter  at  Cadiz.  Sends  orders  accordingly  from  her  Majesty. 
Befers  to  former  orders  of  14th  and  27th  August,  the  latter  for 
sending  back  ten  ships  to  England. 

Copy  in  Vernon's  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Sept.  8. — “Lord  President,  Lord  Normanhy,  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Bomney. 

“ By  her  Majesty’s  command,  a letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  give  directions  to  Sir  Clowdesley  Shovell. 

“ That  in  case  those  pilots  Mr.  Masters  has  brought  from 
Flanders,  on  purpose  for  this  present  service  against  Dunkirk, 
will  undertake  to  carry  in  such  ships  as  Mr.  Masters  shall  propose 
for  the  executing  this  service  in  the  best  manner,  that  Ire  then 
proceed  with  the  first  opportunity  to  put  in  execution  the  design 
against  the  Pier,  Harbour,  [and]  Town  of  Dunkirk,  [and]  the  ships 
riding  in  the  Boad  there. 
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“ That  the  establishment  of  the  Sec[retary]  ami  other  officers 
of  the  Admiralty  Office  is  approved  hy  her  Majesty,  not  doubting 
but  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  will  take  care  that  the  end  for 
which  those  salaries  are  approved  be  pursued.” 

In  Shrewshnnfs  hand. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1GU4,  Sept.  10. — “ Lord  President,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Romney. 

“ Signify  her  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
that  when  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk  is  over,  that  Sir  Clow. 
Shovell,  with  such  a number  of  ships  as  they  shall  think  proper, 
do  go  to  Calais,  and  endeavour  to  destroy  and  burn  that  place,  if 
Sir  Clow.  Shovell  do  think  the  attempt  practicable.” 

In  Shrcivsbun/s  hand. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Sept.  10-‘20,  Rousselaer. — “ His  Majesty  has  seen  your 
Grace’s  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  does  think  fit  that  Colonel 
Lillingston’s  Regiment  be  sent  to  .Jamaica  instead  of  Colonel 
Faringdon’s,  but  that  no  other  distinction  or  preeminence  be 
given  to  the  former  than  is  due  to  his  commission ; everything 
else  being  to  be  settled  in  such  manner  as  the  Committee  shall 
judge  most  convenient  for  his  Majesty’s  service,  and  particular 
care  being  to  be  taken  that  the  interfering  and  disagreement  of  the 
Governors,  Commanders  of  the  squadron  and  of  the  land  forces, 
as  happened  in  the  two  last  expeditions  in  the  West  Indies,  may 
not  render  ineffectual  the  great  expense  their  Majesties  will  be 
at  on  this  occasion. 

” Ry  this  change  it  is  probable  both  the  Regiments  will  embark 
at  Iffimouth ; which  garrison  being  at  the  same  time  to  he 
relieved  hy  an  entire  Regiment,  his  Majesty  commands  me  to 
signify  his  pleasure  that  most  especial  care  he  taken  that  the 
two  Regiments  be  complete  when  they  go  on  shipboard,  and  that 
no  servants  be  mustered  as  soldiers ; and  that  if  any  of  the 
Regiments  or  companies  he  found  defective  on  shipboard,  the 
full  number  be  made  up  out  of  the  Regiment  that  remains  at 
Plimouth,  which  is  therefore  to  he  one  of  those  that  have  not 
suffered  at  sea,  that  of  Faringdon  becoming  now  liable  to  the 
intended  drafts  as  well  as  any  other. 

“ His  Majesty  is  likewise  pleased  that  the  Regiments  that  have 
been  at  sea  this  summer  he  excused  from  the  draft  of  300  men 
that  are  to  be  sent  hither  towards  completing  the  Regiments 
of  Cutts,  Collier,  and  Rada,  whose  officers  have  had  fresh  direc- 
tions to  hasten  to  England  and  to  receive  the  draft  at  the  Red 
House,  at  which  place  his  IMajesty  directs  that  the  Regiments 
appointed  to  furnish  the  men  do  deliver  them  over  when  shipping 
shall  be  ready  to  take  them  on  lioard. 

“ Lieut.  Drummond  may  he  expected  over  with  the  next  packet- 
boat. 
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“His  Majesty  is  very  much  concerned  that  the  Fleet  has  lost 
so  much  fair  weather,  which  might  have  been  made  use  of  against 
Dunkirk  and  Calais  ; the  news  we  had  of  its  being  come  upon 
this  coast  not  being  confirmed. 

“ Mr.  Methuen  having  made  application  to  the  King  for  leave 
to  come  home  for  two  months,  his  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  grant 
his  request ; which  your  Grace  may  be  pleased  to  signify  to  him 
by  the  Groin  packet-boat. 

“I  must  not  forget  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  Lieut. -Col. 
Lutterell,  of  Norcott’s  Eegiment,  being  a Member  of  Parliament, 
is  excused  by  his  Majesty  from  going  with  the  Piegiment  to 
Jamaica. 

[P.S.]  “ The  King  has  ordered  the  Dutch  troop  of  Guards  to 

begin  their  march  tomorrow  for  the  placing  of  parties  upon  the 
road  between  this  and  Loo,  so  that  his  Majesty  may  prol)ably 
leave  the  Army  within  ten  days  at  the  furthest.” 

R.  26. 


Shebwsbuky  to  the  King. 

1694,  Sept.  11,  Whitehall. — “ I shall  trouble  your  Majesty  with 
a few  words  only  to  remember  you  again,  Mr.  Maynard  being 
dead,  what  your  promise  was  to  Mr.  Palmes,  and  of  how  great 
consequence  the  obliging  him  will  be  to  the  success  of  your 
business  in  Parliament.  Though  I had  writ  by  the  last  post,  the 
Lord  Keeper  [Somers]  made  me  promise  to  repeat  it  again 
tonight.” 

Autograph  drajt. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept  11,  Whitehall. — “ Some  merchants  trading  at 
Dantzigg  delivered  me  a letter  from  the  Magistrates  of  that  town 
to  his  Majesty,  complaining  that  two  of  their  ships  were  detained 
here  contrary  to  justice.  I informed  myself  from  Sir  Cha. 
Hedges,  who  tells  me  these  were  ships  that  each  of  them 

delivered  a lading  of  wheat  at  Dunkirk 

“ The  Danish  Minister  has  been  several  times  with  me  as  a 
private  person,  and  is  much  humbled  and  alarmed  at  the 

complaints  he  has  heard  have  been  made  of  him 

“ I have  so  often  told  you  that  the  ships  were  sailing  or  sailed 
upon  the  attempt  against  Dunkirk,  that  I am  almost  ashamed  to 
repeat  it.  Sir  Clow.  Shovell,  having  no  great  opinion  of  the 
design,  desired  a positive  order,  and  the  Admiralty  having  sent 
the  enclosed,  I hear  from  Deale  that  yesterday  about  noon  he  was 
sailed  out  of  sight.  I suppose  you  will  hear  sooner  of  him  than 
we  shall. 

“ I have  also  signified  her  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Adm  [iralty]  that  when  this  design  upon  Dunkirk  is  over, 
that  they  direct  Sir  Clow.  Sho  [veil]  to  attempt  the  burning  or 
destroying  of  Calais ; and  whilst  I am  writing  the  Lords  of  the 
Adm  [iralty]  have  sent  me  the  enclosed  copy  of  their  order  to 
that  effect. 
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“ The  Lord  Maynard’s  son,  who  was  Teller  in  the  Exchequer 
is  dead,  and  a very  good  employment  void. 

“Perceiving  his  Majesty  dissatisfied  with  the  answer  from  the 
East  India  Comp  [any],  hy  her  Majesty’s  command,  and  the 
advice  of  the  Committee  she  referred  the  consideration  of  it  to,  I 
did  yesterday  discourse  with  Sir  Jo.  Fleet  and  Sir  Tho.  Coook  (sic), 
the  Gov[ernor]  and  I)ep[uty]  Gov[ernor],  endeavouring  to 
persuade  them  quietly  to  agree  to  prolong  the  time  for  regulations ; 
but  they  persist  still  to  declare,  that  such  a discouragement  will 
infallibly  break  them,  and  resolve  rather  to  submit  to  any 
regulations  [which]  shall  now  during  the  time  be  imposed  upon 
them,  than  consent  to  have  this  rod  continued  longer  over  their 
heads,  by  which  all  people  will  be  disheartened  from  coming  in  to 
them.  I think  her  Majesty  will  resolve  to  summon  these 
gentlemen  the  next  Council  day,  receive  their  answer,  and,  if 
they  still  refuse  to  comply,  determine  upon  y'"  [them]  as  shall 
be  then  advised.’’  . . . 

A ntoriraph  drajt. 

To  Robeet,  Lord  Lucas,  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Tower 
of  London,  or  his  Deputy. 

1094,  Bept.  12,  Court  at  Whitehall. — Warrant  hy  the  Duke  of 
Bhrewsbury  to  receive  and  take  into  his  custody  the  body  of 
Caryl,  Lord  Viscount  Mollineux,  herewith  sent,  he  being  charged 
before  the  Duke  for  high  treason  in  levying  war  against  their 
Majesties,  and  adhering  to  their  Majesties’  enemies. 

Like  orders  to  the  same  in  respect  of  Bir  Rowland  Btanley,  Bir 

William  Gerard,  Bir  Thomas  Clifton,  and  Leigh,  of 

Lime,  Esq. 

Like  order  to  the  Keeper  of  Newgate  for  Mr.  Pbilij)  Langton, 
of  the  Loe. 

Another  order  for  Mr. Blundell. 

Copy. 


Adjiiral  Russell  to  Lord  Galway. 

1694,  Bept.  12,  Alicant. — “I  detained  this  gentleman, 
the  bearer,  a day  or  two  after  I had  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
a duplicate  of  the  letter  he  In’ought  me,  in  hopes  that  I should  be 
able  to  send  l)y  him  a fuller  answer  ; but  tbe  fever  I then 
laboured  under  continuing  still  upon  me,  has  not  only  prevented 
my  doing  it,  but  obliged  me  to  go  on  shore  at  Alicant,  and  to 
send  the  Fleet  to  sea  under  the  care  of  Vice-Admiral  Aylmer. 

“ I was  in  hopes  the  feluca  this  gentleman  came  in  might  have 
been  of  use  to  me  in  going  to  Toulon  and  l)ringing  me  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy’s  proceedings,  and  therefore  proposed  it, 
with  such  a reward  as  might  be  thought  more  than  sufficient,  bifi 
the  people  belonging  to  her  declined  it.  The  officer  was  very 
willing,  and  has  indeed  behaved  himself  in  the  affair  you  employed 
him  on  with  very  much  affection  to  the  service. 

“Your  Lordship  knows  ere  this  that  the  Fleet  is  to  winter  at 
Cadiz,  and  if  there  can  any  way  be  found  to  give  me  advice  of 


134 


tlie  enemy’s  proceedings  while  I am  at  that  port,  I know  your 
zeal  for  the  public  good  too  well  to  doubt  of  your  communicating 
it  to  me ; and  I hope  that  my  present  indisposition  will  not  so 
long  continue  but  I shall  be  able  in  a short  time  to  write  your 
Lordship  my  thought  (sic)  at  large.” 

Copy,  enclosed  in  Blathwayt' s letter  of  16-26  Oct. 

Consul  Lambert  Blackwell  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  13,  Livorno. — I have  this  week  delivered  Colonel 
Kirkhy,  commander  of  their  Majesties’  ship  the  Southampton, 
three  months’  provisions  for  230  men,  and  supplied  him  with  such 
boatswain’s,  gunner’s,  and  cai’penter’s  stores  as  the  ship  wanted  ; 
that,  being  now  w'atered  and  fitted,  will  sail  first  fair  day  accord- 
ing to  his  instructions,  in  company  of  a Dutch  man-of-wai’  of  .50 
guns.  We  have  yet  no  further  news  of  Admiral  Bussell,  nor  of 
the  French  at  Tollon. 

“ By  a blirque  from  Tripoli  Mr.  Benjamin  Lodington  (brother 
to  our  Consul  of  that  place,  who[m]  the  Dey  admitted  to  remain 
there)  sends  me  the  enclosed  account  of  occurrences;  so  ’tis  plain 
that  the  breach  was  forced  upon  them  by  the  French,  which  they 
would  willingly  excuse  and  renew'  the  peace  ; that  if  in  return  his 
Majesty  will  order  my  dispatching  the  Tartan  Velocita  thither,  it 
shall  he  done  without  loss  of  time,  and  may  have  the  same  effect 
as  if  a man-of-war  Avere  sent,  since  they  are  so  desirous  of  a 
friendship.  I am  without  the  honour  of  any  from  you  to  answer, 
or  further  worthy  your  notice.” 

Endorsed  by  Blathicayt : Leghorne,  13  Sept.  94.  From 
Consul  BlackAvell.  Peace  with  the  Tripolines. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrbavsbury]  . 

1694,  Sept.  13-23,  Eousselaer. — “Your  Grace’s  letter  of  the 
7th  instant  brought  us  the  most  Avelcome  news  of  her  Majesty’s 
recovery. 

“ I must  repeat  to  your  Grace  the  great  concern  his  Majesty 
expresses  that  so  much  fine  weather  passes  away  without  any 
attempt  upon  Dunkirk  or  Calais,  the  bombarding  of  which  last 
place  is  by  all  thought  very  easy,  and  his  Majesty  is  desirous 
that  it  may  be  yet  put  in  execution  this  season. 

“ His  Majesty  has  seen  the  last  orders  to  Admiral  Bussell, 
which  are  agreeable  to  his  intentions  ; and  upon  taking  notice 
of  the  proclamation  for  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  his 
Majesty  w'as  pleased  to  say  he  hoped  he  might  be  in  England 
before  that  time ; in  order  Avhereunto  his  Majesty  does  now 
direct  that  the  yachts  be  hastened  over  with  such  a convoy  as  shall 
be  thought  suflicient,  Avhich  are  to  come  to  the  usual  stations, 
Avith  such  vessels  for  his  Majesty’s  horses  and  baggage  as  the 
Commissioners  of  Transportation  have  at  other  times  proAuded 
for  that  service,  Avherein  your  Grace  will  give  the  necessary 
directions. 


* Enclosed  in  Blathwayt’s  letter  of  Oct.  8-18. 
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“ The  Colonels  of  the  three  Eegiments  have  been  backward  in 
sending  over  their  officers,  but  it  is  yet  hoped  they  may  arrive 
time  enough,  so  that  the  men  may  come  under  the  convoy  that 
shall  he  appointed  for  his  Majesty.” 

R.  26. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Sept.  13-23,  Camp  at  Eousselaer. — “ The  Marquis  de 
Rada,  coming  to  Bruges,  found  one  Henry  Bateman  and  his  wife 
in  the  prison  there,  who  offered  himself  to  give  evidence  against 
Mr.  Walmesly  and  some  others  that  are  under  criminal  accusa- 
tions in  England.  Ilis  Majesty,  having  been  made  acquainted 
with  it,  has  thought  fit  that  they  he  carried  to  England  in  the 
custody  of  a messenger,  who  brings  them  to  your  Grace  in  order 
to  their  examination  ; it  being  withall  left  to  your  Grace  to  judge 
how  credible  witnesses  they  may  be  in  respect  of  their  life  and 
the  occasion  of  their  being  imprisoned  at  Bruges,  which  was 
ui)ou  suspicion  of  having  stolen  a calice  (sic)  in  France  or  in  the 
way  from  thence,  some  broken  pieces,  as  the  Marquis  de  Rada 
informs  me,  having  been  found  upon  them.” 

Re.  the  6th  Oct. 


[Shrewsbury]  to  Portland. 

1694,  Sept.  14,  Whitehall. — Touching  the  Resident  of  Den- 
mark, and  a Danish  captain’s  unparallelled  insolence  in  the 
Downs.  “ My  Lord  Romney  was  last  night  ill  of  a fever,  but  I 
have  just  now  sent  to  inquire,  and  they  tell  me  he  is  better  and 
hope  in  no  danger.  My  Lord  Rivers  is  dead.” 

Antoffraph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  14,  Whitehall. — . . . “ Yesterday  some  of  the 
chief  of  the  East  India  Company  were  sent  for  to  the  Council, 
and  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  signified  to  them.  They  desired  some 
time  to  consider  and  return  their  answer.”  Questionable  whether 
letters  to  IMr.  Rus[sell]  would  reach  him  before  he  passed  the 
Straits.  IMr.  Sec.  Tren  [chard]  still  in  the  country. 

“ An  express  is  just  now  come  from  Sir  Clowdesley  Shovell,and 
gives  an  account  that  between  the  insulficiency  of  the  pilots  and  the 
machine  vessels,  and  the  preparations  they  had  made  at  Dunkirk 
to  receive  them,  nothing  has  been  done  in  that  attempt  but 
blowing  up  two  machines  to  no  purpose.  He  has  sent  for  the 
boml)  ships,  and  intends  to  proceed  to  destroy  Calais.’'' 

“ I have  writ  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  this  day  to  know 
when  the  stores  intended  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Russell  will  l)e  ready. 
I have  received  no  answer  in  form,  but  Sir  .John  Lowther  is  now 
with  me  whilst  I write,  and  tells  me  the  first  proportion  to  be 
sent  will  be  ready  the  end  of  this  month,  and  the  second  l)y  the 


•Another  paragraph  on  this  subject  has  been  struck  out. 
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middle  of  the  next ; so  that  the  Dutch  had  best  lose  no  time  but 
come  immediately  away  either  to  the  Downs  or  Portsmouth,  and 
give  advice  of  their  arrival.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Lucas. 

1694,  Sept.  17,  Whitehall. — “Her  Majesty  would  have  you 
permit  Mrs.  Leigh  and  a maidservant  to  be  with  her  husband 
Mr.  Leigh  of  Lime,  in  case  she  shall  be  willing  to  be  con- 
fined with  him.” 

Similar  letter  for  Lady  Clifton,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Clifton. 
Same  date. 

Two  other  letters  relating  to  Clifton,  who  was  to  be  attended 
by  Dr.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Goodyear,  a surgeon,  and  to  lie  allowed 
the  liberty  of  walking  in  the  Tower,  to  prevent  his  falling  into 
an  apoplexy.  Sept.  16  and  22. 

Copies. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Sept.  17-27,  Rousselaer. — “The  King  has  seen  your 
Grace’s  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  as  to  the  Dantzickers,  who 
are  subjects  of  Poland,  his  Majesty  knowing  of  no  treaty  nor 
convention  with  them,  nor  of  any  reason  they  have  given  to  be 
favoured  by  us,  would  have  the  rigour  of  the  law  take  place 
against  them. 

“His  Majesty,  having  considered  Mr.  Gregs’s  letter  to  your 
Grace  of  the  14-24th  instant  (a  copy  whereof  he  sent  to  me) 
together  Avith  the  protocol  of  the  Council  of  Denmark,  is  well 
pleased  to  find  that  Court  in  so  good  a disposition  towards  the 
giving  satisfaction  for  the  misbehaviour  of  their  Captain  in  the 
Downs ; but  the  expressions  of  the  protocol  being  not  so  clear  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  the  form  of  the  declaration  being  not  so 
authentic  as  it  ought  to  be,  his  Majesty  would  give  no  final  order 
to  Mr.  Gregs  in  this  matter  without  having  first  received  the 
advice  of  the  Committee,  whose  opinion  therefore  his  Majesty 
does  expect  as  soon  as  possible  what  may  be  fit  to  be  further 
demanded  from  the  Court  of  Denmark  for  composing  the  present 
difference  and  vindicating  their  Majesties’ right  of  the  Flag;  to 
which  purpose  I send  your  Grace  copies  of  my  two  last  letters  to 
Mr.  Gregs,  wherein  mention  is  also  made  of  the  two  points  that 
are  insisted  upon  by  the  Danes. 

“ We  admire  very  much  not  to  have  yet  any  certain  news  of 
the  arrival  of  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovell  before  Dunkirk,  and  now  the 
wind  begins  to  blow  strong  from  the  West,  Avhich  may  render  it 
unsafe  to  approach  the  harbour. 

“His  Majesty  has  had  no  news  since  the  24th  from  Huy,  but 
we  are  expecting  to  hear  of  the  surrender  of  the  Castle,  after 
which  his  Majesty  will  leave  the  camp. 

“ The  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  has  made  it  his  request  to  the 
King  that  he  may  have  the  honour  to  command  the  convoy  that 
shall  be  appointed  to  attend  the  King  to  England.  His  Majesty 
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does  not  think  fit  to  alter  any  directions  that  may  have  been 
given  hy  the  Admiralty,  hut  if  the  complying  with  my  Lord 
Marquis’s  desire  he  not  inconvenient  to  the  service,  his  Majesty 
is  willing  that  his  Lordship  he  gratified  in  his  request.” 

R.  26. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  18,  Whitehall. — There  have  been  several  appli- 
cations from  the  Lords  .Justices  of  Ireland,  and  some  from  my 
Lord  Capell  to  me  and  others,  representing  the  benefit  it  would 
be  to  that  country  if  corn  were  allowed  to  be  freely  transported 
from  thence  to  parts  beyond  seas  in  amity  with  their  Majesties. 
At  present  I think  there  is  a prohibition  to  their  shipping  out 
any  but  what  shall  he  allowed  to  go  with  convoy.  This  I sip^pose 
was  intended  to  hinder  them  transporting  corn  to  France,  under 
pretence  of  carrying  it  to  other  countries,  hut  is  represented  as  so 
uneasy  a restriction,  convoys  being  hard  to  obtain,  and  they 
obliged  to  stay  long  waiting  for  them,  that  it  is  not  wortli  their 
while,  and  therefore  does  in  effect  amount  to  a total  prohibition. 
I cannot  say  any  other  methods  proposed*  of  bonds,  &c.,  though 
they  may  in  a good  measure  restrain  their  carrying  corn  to 
France,  is  (sic)  pretended  hy  the  Lords  .Justices  to  be  such  a 
security  as  will  absolutely  hinder  it ; but  all  sorts  of  grain  being 
such  a drug  in  Ireland,  this  leave  would  be  so  great  an  advantage 
to  that  country  that  the  question  is  Avhether  an  inconsiderable 
supply  to  France,  such  as  might  steal  thither  by  thus  opening 
the  trade,  is  not  better  winked  at,  than  so  great  an  inconvenience 
as  the  Lords  .Justices  represent  this  total  prohibition  to  he  to 
that  whole  kingdom  abounding  with  corn,  and  no  way  to  dispose 
of  it.  I think  this  question  will  in  a great  measure  depend  upon 
the  scarcity  that  is  now  likely  to  be  in  l^rance  ; if  that  he  such 
as  will  reduce  them  to  extremity,  no  consideration  ought  to 
suffer  us  to  connive  at  their  being  helped  with  one  ship- 
load.” . . . 

I’roposal  made  hy  the  Resident  of  Denmark  for  settling 
differences,  Ac. 

“ As  to  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk,  I confess  I do  not  thoroughly 
understand  how  it  was  conducted.  Mr.  Maister  saj's  he  will  wait 
upon  the  Iving  and  give  him  an  account  of  it,  but  I think  it  is 
agreed  that  it  was  not  undertaken  in  a manner  to  give  hopes  of 
success  to  anybody  ; and  therefore  for  my  own  part,  without 
having  any  opinion  of  the  machines,  I am  so  far  from  being 
discouraged  that  I think,  a safe  place  being  now  discovered  to 
ride  in  within  two  cannon-shot  of  the  wooden  forts,  and  that 
they  cannot  bring  above  six  guns  apiece  to  bear,  I do  not  believe 
it  will  he  hard  to  find  ways,  hy  the  help  of  frigates  and  such 
fire-ships  as  might  be  contrived  for  this  purpose,  to  destroy  these 
forts,  as  soon  as  a seaman  can  he  found  that  will  not  begin  with 
declaring  it  impossible.”  . . . 

Autof/raph  draft. 
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Shbewsbuby  to  Lobu  Lucas. 

1694,  Sept.  19,  Whitehall. — It  is  the  Queen’s  pleasure  that 
the  Lady  Mosten  he  permitted  to  see  her  brother  the  Lord 
Moliueux  in  the  presence  of  a warder ; and  that  his  servant 
Richard  Abbot  be  allowed  to  attend  him. 

A similar  letter  for  the  Countess  of  Montgomery  and  the  Lady 
Montague  to  visit  the  Lord  Molineux,  once. 

Copies. 

PoBTLAND  to  ShBEWSBUBY. 

[1694,]  Sept.  [20-]30,  Overmeer,  between  Gent  and  Dendre- 
monde. — Mr.  Blathwaith  will  send  him  the  capitulation  of  Huy, 
which  yielded  after  an  attack  of  five  days  and  a feeble  defence. 
The  King  left  the  army  this  morning,  and  is  going  to  Liege  to 
view  the  fortifications. 

French.  Received  the  26th,  o.s. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shbewsbuby]. 

1694,  Sept.  20-30,  Overmeer  near  Gant. — . . . “ Your 

Grace’s  letter  of  the  14th  is  received,  wdiereupon  I have  im- 
mediately writ  to  the  Pensioner,  giving  him  notice  of  the  readiness 
of  our  stores  which  are  intended  to  be  sent  to  Admiral  Russell’s 
Fleet,  that  the  Dutch  ships  with  their  stores  may  hasten  to  the 
Downs  or  Portsmouth,  and  give  notice  of  their  arrival  there. 
The  rest  of  your  Grace’s  letter  does  not  require  anything  further 
to  be  done  or  answered  upon  it. 

“ His  Majesty  is  come  so  far  on  his  way  to  Liege  and  Mastricht. 
The  enclosed  capitulation  of  Huy  is  all  I have  to  add.” 

R.  26. 

Panw  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Sept.  21. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Normanby,  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Romney. 

“ Sir  Clow.  Shovell  having  represented  the  season  of  the  year 
to  be  so  far  advanced  that  he  apprehends  it  dangerous  to  lie 
upon  the  enemy’s  coast,  her  Majesty  signifies  her  pleasure  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  dispose  of  the  ships  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Clow.  Shovell  as  they  think  best  for  the  service. 

“ That  the  Flemish  pilots  which  Mr.  Maesters  brought  to  the 
Fleet  be  satisfied  and  sent  home.  That  the  machine  and  bomb 
vessels  be  ordered  to  Deptford.” 

In  Shreirshury's  hand. 

Shbewsbuby  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  21,  Whitehall. — “ Y’’esterday  some  of  the  chief  of 
the  East  India  Company  attended  her  Majesty  in  Council,  and 
delivered  the  enclosed  answer.  Her  Majesty  has  appointed  an 
extraordinary  Council  tomorrow  to  consider  what  is  to  he  done 
thereupon. 
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“ By  the  copy  of  Sir  Clowdesley  Sliovell’s  account  of  his  no 
success  at  Calais,  and  the  letter  his  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee,  has  commanded  me  to  write  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Adm  [iralty] , which  is  here  likewise  enclosed,  you 
will  find  our  sea  campaign  finished.  I hope  yours  at  land  will 
end  more  successfully. 

“ I do  not  perceive  that  Mr.  Attorney  can  find  anything  to  give 
hopes  that  the  disposal  of  the  Master  of  St.  Cross  is  in  their  Majes- 
ties’ gift.  I suppose  Mr.  Hill  will  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
employ  friends  here  diligently  to  inspect  the  King’s  right. 

“ The  drafts  for  recruiting  the  three  Regiments  are  not  made, 
though  the  ships  lie  ready  to  embark  them,  because  no  officers 
are  yet  arrived  to  receive  them  ; hut  three  mails  being  now  due, 
I suppose  with  one  of  the  three  we  may  expect  them.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Sept.  24. — “Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Normanbie,  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Romney. 

“ Her  IMajesty,  being  informed  that  Admiral  Russell  has 
received  his  Majesty’s  orders  to  winter  the  Fleet  at  Cadiz,  com- 
mands me  to  signify  her  pleasure  that  you  give  orders  for  the 
sending  away,  with  all  speed,  such  stores  as  are  necessary  for  the 
refitting  the  said  Fleet,  and  especially  provisions  and  sloap  cloaths 
(.sir)  in  great  plenty,  of  which  he  particularly  mentions  to  have 
need. 

“ And  that  ,you  give  directions  that  such  stores  as  you  shall 
judge  the  Fleet  will  soonest  have  occasion  of  he  sent  in  the  first 
place,  and  that  you  give  me  a'n  account  by  what  time  they  will 
be  ready  to  sail,  that  I may  lay  it  before  her  IMajesty. 

“ That  Admiral  Russell  representing  to  your  Lordships  that  a 
master-attendant  and  a commissioner  of  the  victualling  will  he 
necessaiy  for  the  service,  her  l\rajesty  signifies  her  pleasure  that 
you  forthwith  send  away  the  two  said  officers,  and  that  you  take 
care  to  choose  such  as  shall  he  very  fit  for  those  employments. 

“ That  the  Marine  Piegiments  be  clothed,  and  that  T empiire 
who  it  is  proper  that  her  Majesty’s  commands  thereuiion  l)e 
directed  to. 

In  Shreicshunfs  hand. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1694,  Sejit.  24-]  Oct.  4,  s.n.,  Monday,  at  seven  in  the  morn- 
ing, Mastricht. — “ My  last  to  your  Grace  was  from  Overmeer,  near 
Gant,  of  the  BOth  past.  The  next  day  the  King  lay  at  Wei'hode, 
near  Diest ; the  day  after  at  Tongres.  Yesterday  his  Majesty 
arrived  at  Liege,  and  spent  the  day  in  visiting  the  fortifications 
of  that  place,  which  are  extremely  large,  and  in  the  evening  came 
to  this  town,  and  is  just  now  taking  coach  for  the  Grave,  where 
his  Majesty  will  he  tonight,  and  tomorrow  at  Loo.  I send  your 
Grace  enclosed  the  journal  of  the  siege  of  Huy,  as  I have  done 
the  capitulation.” 

Re.  the  4th,  o.s. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  25,  Whitehall.— “ By  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
from  Ad[miral]  Russell  to  Mr.  Sec[retary],  you  will  find  he  has 
received  his  Majesty’s  orders,  and  though  under  some  surprise 
and  a little  spleen  at  the  first  notice,  yet  he  prepares  to  obey,  and 
I am  confident  will  do  it  in  the  best  manner.  . . . 

“ Saturday,  yesterday,  and  all  this  morning  have  been  spent 
in  Council,  preparing  heads  of  Regulations  for  the  East  India 
Company,  which  are  given  to  Mr.  Attorney  [Sir  Edward  Ward] 
and  Solicitor  [Sir  Thomas  Trevor]  to  he  drawn  into  form  by 
them  and  offered  to  the  Council  upon  Thursday  morning ; hoping 
they  may  pass  the  Great  Seal  within  the  time  reserved  by  the 
Charter,  which  is  Friday  night.  Upon  Thursday  it  will  he  known 
what  advice  the  Council  will  give,  and  what  resolution  her 
Majesty  will  take  upon  the  whole,  which  I shall  be  able  to  inform 
you  of  by  the  next  post. 

“ Yesterday  the  Spa[nish]  Amb[assador]  had  an  audience  of 
her  Majesty,  who  was  iffeased  to  refer  him  to  me  for  an  answer  ; 
hut  I having  been  all  clay  in  the  Council  Chamber,  he  sent  ine  a 
letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a copy.’’*  I think  it  would  be  very 
hard,  after  what  his  Majesty  has  done  for  the  preservation  of 
Spain,  that  they  should  dictate  to  him  where  his  Fleet  should 
winter  ; besides,  though  the  harbour  at  Port  Mahone  be  extra- 
ordinary good,  yet  it  is  at  too  great  a distance  from  hence,  and  in 
a place  where  the  sea  is  so  large  the  French  may  easily  pass  by, 
and  our  Fleet  know  nothing  of  it.  There  are  many  other 
objections  I will  not  trouble  you  with,  hut  the  answer  I returned 
the  Amb  [assador]  was  the  orders  (sir)  the  King  had  given  was 
not  that  the  Fleet  should  winter  in  the  Med  [iterranean] , hut  at 
Cadiz,  which  was  so  settled  he  could  not  expect  it  should  be 
altered. 

“ The  Danish  Resident,  according  to  the  trust  I formerly  told 
you  he  pretends  to  put  in  me,  has  given  the  enclosed  copy’’*  of 
his  orders  from  the  Court  of  Den  [mark] , and  made  three 
demands,  which  I have  also  sent  you  a copy  of,’*  which  he  says 
are  only  eii  particulier ; but  all  looks  as  if  they  would  be  glad  to 
compound  for  owning  the  fault,  and  have  the  punis  [h]  ing  this 
officer  all  to  themselves.”  . . . 

Autograph  drajt. 

Shrewsbury  to  Adhiral  Russell. 

1694,  Sept.  25,  Whitehall.- — Is  sorry  Russell  does  not  approve 
of  the  resolution  for  the  Fleet’s  wintering  at  Cadiz.  Stores  and 
provisions  will  be  sent ; particulars  to  be  given  by  the  Admiralty. 
The  objection  as  to  the  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the  Governor 
of  Cadiz  was  laid  before  his  Majesty.  “ It  would  be  very  unhappy 
for  us  if  a squadron  should  slip  by  you  into  these  seas,  when  you 
were  not  in  a condition  to  send  another,  of  at  least  an  equal 


Not  found. 
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strength,  to  follow  them  ; but  you,  being  sensible  of  the  conse- 
quence of  this,  will  I hope  use  your  utmost  care  to  gain 
intelligence  of  what  they  are  doing  at  Tboulon,  and,  according  to 
the  advices  you  shall  receive  of  their  preparations,  endeavour  to 
put  yourself  in  a posture  to  prevent  such  a surprise.” 

Copy,  in  Vernon  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Sept.  27. — “Lord  Normanbie,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Devonshire,  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Eomney. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  be  acquainted  that  at  this 
time  it  is  not  intended  any  bomb  vessels  be  sent  to  Admiral 
Russell. 

“ The  person  [who]  writ  to  Mr.  Bridgman  from  Dover  to  be 
sent  for  to  come  to  town. 

“ Lord  Carmarthen’s  proposal  about  Dunkirk  laid  before  the 
Committee,  and  no  resolution  taken  upon  it.” 

In  ShreicsJnirids  hand. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  [Sept.  27-]  Oct.  7,‘"  s.n..  Loo. — “His  Majesty  arrived 
here  on  Tuesday  night  after  having  dined  at  Rosendael,  and 
yesterday  hunted  the  stag.  This  day  I received  your  Grace’s 
packet  of  the  18th  past,  and  have  read  your  letter  of  that  date  to 
his  Majesty,  who  does  not  think  tit  to  give  any  directions 
concerning  the  exportation  of  corn  from  Ireland  until  he  know' 
the  opinion  of  the  Council.  Nor  does  his  Majesty  believe  it  yet 
time  to  determine  anything  in  relation  to  the  Danish  Captain. 

“Mr.  Yander  Poel,  the  postmaster  of  the  Bribe,  has  writ  me 
word  that  our  letters  of  the  20th,  23rd  and  27th  were  yet  on  this 
side  by  the  contrary  winds.  . . . 

[P.S.]  “We  continue  in  great  pain  for  the  Imperial  Army, 
which  the  Turks  were  cannonading  with  some  advantage,  threaten- 
ing to  attack  them  with  numbers  far  exceeding  the  Germans. 
Mr.  Cresset  is  come  hither  to  wait  on  the  King.” 

Re.  the  4th,  o.s. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Sept.  28. — “ Lord  Normanbie,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Devonshire,  Lord  Romney. 

“ That  !Mr.  Gregg  endeavour  to  get  a protocol  amended  as  this 
is  which  1 return  to  you.  And  that  this,  being  signed  by 
nobody,  does  not  seem  to  he  so  authentic  as  is  necessary  for  an 
affront  of  this  nature  ; that  therefore,  when  he  obtains  a second 
protocol  amended  as  I have  said  before,  that  one  of  their 
ministers,  either  Mr.  Ruentlaw  (?)  or  Jessin,  do  acconi2)any  this 
with  a letter  to  Mr.  Gregg  that  they  have  the  King  their 
master’s  orders  to  declare  to  Mr.  Gregg  that  the  matter  contained 


• “ 7 ” appears  to  have  been  written  over  “8,”  but  Shrewsbury  read  it  as  “8.” 
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in  this  paper  is  what  was  resolved  at  Council,  and  what  he  will  do 
when  the  King  of  England  shall  send  back  the  Captain  and  the 
frigate. 

“ If  in  ease  {sic)  a difficulty  be  made  of  writing  to  Mr.  Gregg, 
that  a letter  to  the  same  effect  be  writ  from  one  of  thein  to 
[the]  Secretary  of  State  here. 

“To  observe  to  Mr.  Gregg  that  the  discourses  of  the  Ministers 
differ  much  fi'om  the  satisfaction  they  offer  in  the  protocol. 

“That  as  from  himself  he  may  use  it  as  an  argument  that  the 
King  of  Denmark  having  disowned  the  giving  the  Captain  orders 
for  what  he  did,  makes  the  action  an  absolute  murther,  and  may 
justly  be  punished  as  such  here,  which  ought  to  make  them  more 
concerned  to  have  the  Queen  satisfied  and  the  man  released. 

“That  an  answer  be  returned  to  Mr.  Pawly,  that  satisfaction 
has  been  demanded  at  the  Court  of  Denmark,  and  till  that  l)e 
given,  I have  orders  to  enter  into  no  conference  with  him  about 
it.” 

In  Shretvshurif  s hand. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Sept.  28,  Whitehall. — . . . “ Col.  Lillingston  has 
notice  to  prepare  to  go  for  .Jamaica  instead  of  Col.  Faringdon, 
and  I have  given  Mr.  Clerk  all  the  orders  contained  in  your 
letters,  that  care  be  taken  the  two  Reg[iments]  Ije  shipped  com- 
plete. Upon  this  occasion  it  may  not  l)e  improper  to  desire  you 
to  lay  before  his  Majesty  what  I had  the  directions  of  the  Council 
to  represent  concerning  the  Eeg[iment]  in  the  Leeward  Islands 
lately  commanded  by  Col.  Lloyd.  . . . 

“ I have  sent  his  Majesty’s  orders  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Adm[iral]ty  for  the  yachts  and  convoy,  who  will  be  ready  to  sail 
in  a very  few  days.  I likewise  signified  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  in 
the  same  manner  I received  it  from  you,  that  my  Lord 
Carmarthen  shoidd  command  it ; but  the  Adm  [iralty]  have 
returned  me  answer  that  they  had  before  directed  my  Lord  to 
command  the  convoy  for  the  Sound,  and  therefore  should  send 
another  flag  to  bring  over  his  Majesty. 

“I  have  an  account  also  from  the  Commissioners  of  Transporta- 
tion that  they  have  given  directions  to  those  ships  which  carried 
over  Col.  Wynn’s  Dragoons  to  receive  yours  or  Mr.  Ireton’s 
orders ; and  they  think  they  will  be  sufficient  for  the  transporting 
his  Majesty’s  equipage  . . .'  . 

“ According  to  his  Majesty’s  commands  the  Committee  have 
considered  the  Danish  protocol,  and  offered  the  alterations  you 
will  see,  and  directed  me  to  write  to  Mr.  Gregg  to  the  effect  of 
the  enclosed,  which  if  his  Majesty  approves  you  will  please  to  send 
forwards. 

“ I can  recollect  nothing  more  I have  to  trouble  you  with,  but 
an  account  of  what  has  passed  in  the  business  of  the  East  India 
Company,  which  kept  the  Council  sitting  yesterday  from  ten  till 
four  in  the  afternoon,  partly  in  debates  which  would  be  too 
tedious  to  relate  in  a letter,  but  chiefly  in  adjusting  the  draft 
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of  new  Regulations  suitable  to  the  heads  their  Lordships  had 
prepared  the  Tuesday  before.  One  head  is  more  certainly  to 
discover  whether  they  export  goods  of  the  product  of  Eng  [land] 
to  the  value  of  what  they  were  obliged  in  former  Regulations. 
The  rest  in  the  greatest  part  relate  to  the  putting  more  power  in 
the  General  Courts,  and  taking  it  out  of  the  Courts  of  Committees, 
at  which  some  of  the  principal  managers  I hear  are  much  offended ; 
hut  this  night  they  will  he  put  under  the  Great  Seal,  being  the 
last  hour  their  Majesty’s  had  reserved  in  their  Charter  for  the 
imposing  Regulations.” 

Autograph  drajt. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  2,  Whitehall.— Understands  Lord  Carmarthen  is  to 
have  command  of  the  convoy  designed  to  bring  his  IMajesty  over. 

“ I hear  some  officers  are  arrived  to  receive  the  recruits,  and 
Brigadier  Hastings  told  me  two  days  since  that  he  was  then  going 
down  to  make  the  drafts.  I think  it  may  not  he  an  improper 
time  to  remind  his  Majesty,  now  that  he  is  going  to  the  Hague, 
of  this  debt,  which  I have  formerly  mentioned  to  you  to  he  due 
from  the  King  to  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  which  the  States  are 
engaged  to  pay  their  share  of.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Oct.  2-12,  Dieren,  in  the  morning. — “ I have  read  both 
your  Grace’s  letters  of  the  21st  and  25th  past  to  the  King,  together 
with  Admiral  Russell’s  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard;  upon 
which  his  Majesty  has  given  me  no  other  commands  than  to 
acquaint  your  Grace  that,  after  discoursing  with  IMons.  de  Wildt, 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam,  it  ajipears  that  the 
Dutch  will  not  he  able  to  get  the  first  proportion  of  victuals  and 
stores  designed  for  the  fleet  at  Cadiz  in  readiness  to  accomi)any 
our  ships  and  convoy  that  are  first  intended  thither,  hut  that  they 
resolve  to  he  ready  for  tlie  next  convoy,  which  the  Admiralties  ()f 
Holland  are  of  opinion  ought  to  carry  all  that  is  necessary  tor 
the  whole  Fleet,  without  sending  a further  proportion  in  March, 
which  besides  they  think  would  then  arrive  too  late  for  the 
setting  out  the  Fleet  to  sea,  as  it  ought  to  he  very  early  tlie  next 
spring. 

[P.S.]  “ His  Majesty  will  he  going  to  the  Hague  in  four  or  five 
da3's,  and  then  embark  as  soon  as  the  yachts  arrive.” 

Re.  Oct.  the  6th. 


A Council  of  War. 

1694,  Oct.  2,  [o.s.] — Council  of  War  held  on  the  Britannia,  off 
Cape  Spartel.  Present:  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Russell,  Admiral  of 
the  Fleet;  Matthew  Aylmer,  Esq.,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue;  David 
Mitchell,  Esq.,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red  ; John  Nevill,  Esq., 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue ; George  Byng,  Esq.,  Vice-Admiral 
Calemberg,  Rear-Admiral  Evertsen. 
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They  considered  how  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  ships  getting 
through  the  Straits ; and  the  Dutch  flag-officers  informing  that 
want  of  provisions  and  water  will  not  admit  of  their  keeping  the 
sea  more  than  four  days,  and  it  not  being  advisable  for  the 
English  Fleet  to  continue  alone — Resolved,  to  proceed  to  Cadiz, 
&c. 

Copy,  enclosed  in  Russell’s  letter  to  Trenchard  oj  19-29  Oct. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Oct.  4-14,  Loo. — “My  last  was  from  Dieren  of  the 
2-12  instant,  whereof  the  enclosed  is  a copy ; -since  which  we 
have  received  no  letters  from  England,  nor  any  news  of  the 
yachts  and  convoy.  His  Majesty  intends  to  stay  here  until 
Tuesday  next,  and  will  be  the  same  day  at  the  Hague.  The 
enclosed  is  a plan  of  Peter  Waradin  and  of  the  Armies  before  it. 
I have  sent  the  journals  to  the  office,  which  give  some  better 
hopes  of  a good  issue  for  the  Imperialists. 

[P.S.]  “ Upon  the  complaint  of  Sir  P.  Rycaut  of  the  want  of 

payment,  the  King  would  have  your  Grace  recommend  his  case 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.” 

Re.  the  11th. 


Mr.  Johnson’s  Information. 

1694,  Oct.  4. — “First  paper.  Sept.  1694.”  On  Friday  the 
7th  [Sept.],  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Dunellon,  a lawyer  in  Spring 
Garden,  and  he  met  in  order  to  find  out  ways  to  baffle  the  evidence 
for  the  King  against  Capt.  Williamson,  the  principal  being  one 
who  called  himself  Col.  Brereton,  a notorious  villain,  who  had 
sworn  that  the  Captain  was  with  him  in  France.  A Capt.  Adams 
and  others  are  mentioned  in  connexion  with  a robbery,  &c. 

“Second  paper,  19  Sept.,”  relating  to  the  same  matter. 

“ Third  paper,  25  Sept.” — This  mentions  Mason’s  coffee-house 
near  the  Royal  Exchange  ; Mr.  Newberry,  an  apothecary  in 
Jewin  Street ; the  Horse-Shoe,  by  Holburn  Bars  ; the  Three  Red 
Herrings  in  Red  Cross  Street ; Lord  Mollineux  and  Sir  Thomas 
Stepney  ; counsellor  Thornberry,  living  in  the  Temple. 

“ Fourth  paper,  29  Sept.” — Secretary  Johnston,  the  Master  of 
Stairs,  Secretary  Dalrimple,  forgery  of  the  Bishop  of  Bristol’s 
orders,  Capt.  Sloo,  Capt.  Dunbar,  &c.,  are  mentioned. 

(Signed)  Jambs  Johnson. 

“Jurat’  4 Oct’^"’  1694,  coram  me,  Ja.  Vernon.” 

Endorsed:  2 Oct.  ’94. 

To  James  Kitson,  one  of  their  Majesties’  Messengers  in 

Ordinary. 

1694,  Oct.  5,  Court  at  Whitehall. — Warrant  by  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  Principal  Secretary,  to  take  a constable  with  him 
and  seize  Mrs.  — Cotton,  Mrs.  — Ward,  alias  Anvill,  and  — 
Holmes,  and  their  papers,  for  conspiring  to  suborn  witnesses 
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against  the  lives  and  credit  of  several  witnesses  for  their  Majesties 
against  persons  charged  with  high  treason  ; and  to  bring  them 
before  Shrewsbury  to  be  examined. 

Like  warrant  to  Charles  Couchman  for  apprehending  Thomas 
Cooper,  — Donelon,  alias  Donelaw,  and  Capt.  — Adams. 

Like  warrant  to  Charles  Morris  for  apprehending  — Newbery, 

— Hamilton,  and  — Clapton. 

Copif. 

Warrant  to  Kitson  or  Maris  (sic)  to  search  for  — Newberry, 

— Hamilton,  and  — Clapton,  and  to  seize  them  with  their  papers 
for  conspiring,  &c.,  as  above. 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  5,  Whitehall. — . . . “It  being  judged  improbable 
his  Majesty  would  be  here  so  soon  as  that  the  Par[liament] 
might  sit  upon  the  25th,  a procla  [mation]  is  issued  out  for  the 
proroguing  it  to  the  6th  of  No[vember],  at  which  time  notice  is 
given  for  the  members  to  attend. 

“ The  yachts  are  ready  to  sail,  but  the  wind  is  now  very 
contrary. 

“ I have  here  enclosed  sent  you  a copy  of  a representation  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Post  Office  laid  before  me  this  morning,  though 
I do  not  know  whether  his  Majesty  will  now  take  any  resolution 
upon  it  before  his  return.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Lucas. 

1694,  Oct.  7,  Whitehall. — It  is  her  Majesty’s  pleasure  that  he 
permit  Sir  Thomas  Powis,  Sir  Barthelemy  Shore,  and  Mr.  Upton 
to  have  access  to  Mr.  Leigh  [of  Lime]  as  his  counsel,  in  private ; 
and  also  Sir  Thomas  Chicheley,  Mr.  Beresford,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr. 
Masters,  the  Lady  Chicheley,  Mrs.  Abigail  Leigh,  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Banks,  his  near  relations  and  friends,  in  the  presence  of  a warder. 

Copy,  endorsed  hy  Vernon. 

Lord  Coningsby  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  Oct.  7,  English  style.  Loo. — “ I have  had  several  oppor- 
tunities to  discourse  the  King  about  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  I 
can  in  the  first  place  assure  your  Grace  that  he  is  now  fixed  to 
have  a Parliament  in  the  spring,  and  the  gentlemen  of  that 
country  may  depend  upon  it ; and  I hope  they  will  resolve  to 
meet  in  such  a temper  that  will  encourage  him  to  have  one  yearly 
till  they  come  to  a better  settlement  than  they  have  at  present, 
which  only  can  be  brought  about  by  themselves.  I found  there 
had  been  here  the  same  doctrine  I met  with  at  London,  that 
Irish  people  could  not  settle  Ireland,  and  that  a Parliament  of 
England  must ; but  assuring  them  that  they  would  have  business 
enough  without  that,  made  them  easily  persuaded  to  lay  aside 
that  notion. 
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“ I presumed,  my  Lord,  to  name  you  the  first  and  fittest  to  go 
Lord  Lieutenant,  but  the  King  immediately  answered  he  could 
not  spare  you.  I then  ventured  to  tell  him  that,  if  his  Majesty 
kept  you  here,  he  ought  by  some  means  or  other  to  find  a way  to 
make  your  station  more  proper  for  you,  which  I hope  he  will  not 
fail  to  do.  Your  Grace  need  not  apprehend  but  that  I did  this  in 
such  a manner  that  it  seemed  to  come  entirely  from  myself.  I 
then  proposed  our  friend,  and  the  King’s  return  was  ‘[Is]  it  to  he 
Lord  Lieutenant  ? ’ I said  no,  but  Lord  Deputy.  He  answered 
nothing  more  than  this,  ‘ Will  his  old  father  never  die  '?  ’ By 
which  and  some  other  hints  I fancy,  if  he  can  be  persuaded  to  go 
Lord  Justice,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lord  now  there,  it  will  be 
no  hard  matter  to  bring  it  to  pass  with  the  King. 

“We  leave  this  place  soon,  the  King  intending  to  he  at  the 
Hague  on  Friday,  as  he  told  me  this  morning,  and  from  thence 
the  next  day,  if  the  wind  is  fair  and  the  yachts  come,  which  we 
hear  nothing  of  yet ; and  that  makes  us  fear  the  news  may  be 
true  of  Du  Bart’s  being  out,  and  that  he  has  intercepted  the 
packet  boat. 

“ Palms  his  son  is,  I suppose,  sure  of  his  place  of  Teller,  and 
I am  confident,  if  your  Grace  can  think  of  a proper  person,  the 
King  will  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  that  necessary  alteration  in 
the  offices  of  Attorney  and  Solicitor ; but  then  you  must  lay  it 
before  him  as  a thing  of  absolute  necessity,  as  I have  presumed 
to  do,  and  I am  sure  it  is  hardly  possible  to  carry  on  his  affairs  in 
Parliament  without  it  be  done. 

“ We  are  mightily  satisfied  here  that  the  Turks  are  retired, 
and  the  news  from  Amsterdam  is  that  the  French  fleet,  conclud- 
ing ours  gone,  are  out  in  the  Mediterranean.” 

Endorsed : Lord  Conisbie,  Oct.  the  7th.  Ee.  the  17th,  1694. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shbewsbury]  . 

1694,  Oct.  8-18,  Loo. — “We  are  very  impatient  for  English 
letters,  and  to  hear  of  the  yachts  and  convoy  designed  for  the 
King,  the  want  of  which  has  inclined  his  Majesty  to  remain  here 
until  Friday  next ; who  is  resolved  not  to  stay  twenty-four  hours 
at  the  Hague  after  the  arrival  of  the  ships,  if  the  wind  be  fair. 

“ Consul  Blackwell  having  sent  me  the  enclosed  letter  and 
extract  of  another  from  Mr.  Lodington,  which  I have  read  to  the 
King,  his  Majesty  thinks  fit  that  a commission  be  immediately 
dispatched  to  some  person  at  or  near  Tripoli  to  conclude  a peace 
with  that  Government,  and  in  the  meantime  I have  signified  to 
Consul  Blackwell  his  Majesty’s  intentions  to  the  same  purpose, 
that  the  Tripolines  may  be  encouraged  to  desist  from  any  further 
acts  of  hostility  against  the  English. 

“Your  Grace’s  last  letter  is  of  the  25th  past. 

[P.S.]  “ Your  Grace  will  be  informed  from  Germany  of  the 

Turks  having  withdrawn  themselves  from  before  Peter  Waradin, 
or  rather  having  raised  the  siege  of  the  Imperial  Army.” 
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Endorsed:  Re.  the  17th.  This  letter  with  the  enclosed 

papers'*  was  left  in  Mr.  Sec.  Trenchard’s  hands  the  same  day  1 
received  it,  Tripoly  being  in  his  Province,  and  he  kept  them  two 
days.  Oct.  the  19th. 


Shrewsbury  to  CArsL. 

1694,  Oct.  9,  Whitehall. — “ I understand  by  Col.  Wooseley  that 
your  Lordship  has  heard  nothing  from  me  concerning  his 
Majesty’s  intentions  that  the  Parliament  in  Ireland  shall  certainly 
sit  till  the  next  spring  ; which  makes  me  conclude  a letter  I sent 
dated  the  16th  of  August  by  Col.  Plain  [ilton]  of  Talimore  is  not 
yet  come  to  your  hands.  I take  the  libert}’^  to  enclose  a duplicate 
of  the  same,  which  is  all  I can  say  upon  that  subject. 

“ In  relation  to  what  your  Lordship  recommends  concerning 
the  exporting  of  corn,  that  matter  will  be  considered  the  next 
Council  day,  where  I shall  endeavour  that  your  Lordship’s  desires 
may  be  complied  vhth,  being  at  present  in  very  great  haste.” 

Autograph  draft- 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  9,  Whitehall. — “ By  your  letter  of  the  2nd  I find 
the  Dutch  will  not  be  ready  to  go  with  our  first  convoy  to  the 
Straits,  but  projiuse  to  send  such  a quantity  of  all  necessaries  with 
the  second  that  they  think  no  third  will  need  to  go  towards  the 
spring.  If  the  Meet  were  to  be  furnished  with  stores  only  and 
such  things  as  would  be  requisite  for  refitting  the  ships,  I should 
think  they  were  in  the  right ; but  such  a quantity  of  jirovisions 
as  will  be  necessary  to  victual  our  squadron  cannot  possibly  be 
provided  so  early  in  the  winter  as  the  second  convoy  is  designed 
to  go,  nor  perhaps,  if  it  could,  would  it  be  very  advisable. 

“A  messenger  has  delivered  me  a letter  from  you  of  the  13th 
Sept.,  and  brought  one  Bateman  and  his  wife.  Mr.  Secretary 
and  I took  their  examinations,  but  they  appear  to  be  people  of 
such  a character,  and  some  things  they  say  seem  so  improbable, 
that  though  they  have  had  the  good  luck  by  these  means  perhaps 
to  save  their  own  lives,  I think  they  ought  not  take  away  the  life 
of  anybody.  ! The  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  gentlemen  go  down 
tomorrow  in  order  to  take  their  trials  in  those  countries.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  12,  Whitehall. — . . . “By  the  enclosed 

papers,  which  are  copies  of  what  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  sent 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard,  you  will  see  that  the  first  convoy 
for  Cadiz  is  deferred,  and  designed  to  be  sent  at  the  same  time 
with  the  second.  I wish  the  Dutch  may  be  ready  then,  and  give 
you  this  notice  that  you  may,  if  his  Majesty  approve  of  it, 
signify  it  to  them  and  hasten  their  preparations,  it  being  very 

* See  Aug.  30  and  Sept.  13. 

t “ The  prisoners  are  designed  to  be  sent  down  ’* — struck  out. 
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convenient  for  both  nations  that  if  possible  they  might  go 
together.  I hope  many  more  letters  will  not  pass  before  we 
shall  see  you  here.” 

Autograjyh  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Oct.  12-22,  Hague. — “ I am  come  hither  this  evening 
from  Loo,  his  Majesty  intending,  upon  my  leaving  that  place, 
to  be  here  about  the  same  time  ; but  the  weather  has  been  so 
fair  as  to  invite  the  King  to  hunt  once  more,  so  that  his  Majesty 
is  not  expected  here  sooner  than  tomorrow,  having  sent  by  an 
express  the  enclosed  letter  for  the  Queen. 

“ I had  before  my  coming  away  laid  before  his  Majesty  your 
Grace’s  letters  of  the  28th  past,  2nd  and  5th  instant,  but  his 
Majesty,  designing  to  embark  for  England  as  soon  as  the  wind 
shall  permit,  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  any  directions  to 
your  Grace  in  the  mean  time. 

“ The  convoy  and  yachts  arrived  on  Tuesday  last,  and  will  be 
accompanied  in  their  return  by  some  Dutch  men-of-war  that  lie 
ready  in  the  Mase,  which  is  very  convenient,  since  ’tis  said  that 
Bart  is  at  sea  with  his  squadron.” 

Ee.  the  17. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  16,  Whitehall. — “ Her  Majesty  having  sent  her 
letter  to  enclose,  and  I being  unwilling  a post  should  go  without 
writing,  is  the  occasion  of  this  letter  ; otherwise  the  wind  is  now 
fair,  and  you  so  immediately  expected  that  I can  hardly  imagine 
this  will  come  to  your  hands. 

[P.S.]  “ By  a ship  that  parted  from  Jamaica  in  August,  and 

is  lately  come  to  Bristol,  we  are  told  that  the  French  have 
quitted  that  island,  having  carried  away  about  2,000  negroes  and 
done  other  mischief.  A farther  account  is  expected  by  other 
ships  that  set  out  at  the  same  time,  but  this  being  a light  vessel, 
the  others  are  not  yet  arrived.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Oct.  16-26,  Hague.—-“I  have  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s 
letters  of  the  9th  and  12th  instant,  to  which  your  Grace  will 
expect  no  other  answer  than  that  his  Majesty  commanded  me  to 
acquaint  the  Pensioner  with  the  resolution  that  is  taken  in 
England  to  send  the  first  and  second  convoy  together  to  Cadiz, 
and  to  dispose  the  Dutch  to  hasten  their  preparations  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  accompany  our  ships  thither,  which  there  is  reason  to 
believe  they  will  be  able  to  comply  with. 

“Enclosed  is  a letter  my  Lord  Galway  has  received  from 
Admiral  Kussell,'’'  which  brings  the  latest  news  we  have  from 


* See  Sept.  [2-]  12. 
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him  ; but  from  Paris  we  are  assured  that  the  French  fleet  is 
sailed  from  Toulon,  but  whither  or  on  what  design  is  not 
mentioned. 

“ The  King  will  have  finished  all  business  here  in  a day  or  two, 
by  which  time  it  is  hoped  the  wind,  which  is  now  N.N.E.,  may 
come  more  to  the  eastward  and  calm  the  sea  a little  (which  is 
very  much  raised  by  the  westerly  storms),  so  that  his  Majesty 
may  embark  with  some  probability  of  a good  passage. 

[P.S.]  “ There  are  hut  six  ships  come  from  England  to 

convoy  the  King,  of  which  two  are  fifth  rates.” 

Re.  the  23. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  19,  Whitehall. — “ I have  yours  of  the  8th  and 
12th.  The  wind  being  now  changed,  we  are  not  in  so  immediate 
holies  of  his  Majesty’s  arrival  as  when  I writ  my  last. 

“The  contents  of  your  letter  of  the  8th,  with  Consul  Black- 
well’s and  Mr.  Loddington’s  letters  relating  to  the  affairs  of 
Tripol}',  I have  communicated  to  Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard,  he 
being  now  in  town,  and  those  parts  in  his  province.  You  will 
receive  I suppose  from  him  an  account  of  what  he  has  done 
upon  it. 

“ Sir  Joseph  Herne  has  a letter  from  his  correspondent, 
Mr.  Fetherstone,  at  Allicant,  of  the  10-20  Sept.,  that  says  our 
Fleet  was  then  at  anchor  in  that  road,  and  Mr.  Russell  sick  of  a 
fever.  We  have  this  account  from  no  other  hand,  yet  I doubt  it 
is  true,  and  am  sure  it  is  of  mighty  importance.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Oct.  19-29,  Hague. — “ Since  my  last  I have  acquainted 
the  Pensioner  with  the  resolution  that  had  been  taken  in 
England  to  send  away  the  first  and  second  convoy  of  provisions 
for  Cadiz  at  the  same  time,  which  were  in  such  a forwardness  as 
to  sail  within  less  than  a fortnight,  when  it  was  hoped  the 
convoy  from  Holland  might  be  in  a readiness  to  accompany 
them.  The  Pensioner  promised  me  to  inform  the  Admiralties  of 
it,  as  he  has  since  done,  and  assures  me  their  convoy  will  sail 
with  the  first  fair  wind,  with  eight  months’  provisions  for  their 
fleet,  and  will  call  at  the  Downs  to  join  our  ships.  He  is  very 
desirous  to  know  how  many  men-of-war  and  of  what  force  are 
appointed  in  England  for  this  service.  They  have  not  yet 
determined  the  number  of  theirs. 

“ I have  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
and  fear  it  may  not  be  the  last,  there  being  no  great  appearance 
of  a sudden  change  of  the  westerly  winds. 

“ I have  not  yet  taken  notice  to  your  Grace  that  your  letter  to 
Mr.  Gregs  with  the  enclosed  protocol,  as  it  was  amended  at  the 
Committee,  had  been  read  to  his  Majesty  and  immediately 
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uiapaiciied  to  Denmark.  The  Ding  deiers  tiie  bigmiicatiou  ul  liid 
pleasure  concerning  the  exportation  of  corn  from  Ireland  until 
his  arrival  in  England.” 

Ee.  the  23. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  Oct.  19,  Dublin  Castle. — “ With  a duplicate  of  yours 
dated  Aug.  the  16th,  I have  this  post  received  your  Grace’s  of  Oct. 
the  9th,  but  the  original  of  the  former,  delivered  to  Mr.  Hamilton 
of  Tullimore,  never  came  to  my  hands. 

“ I have  by  this  post  writ  to  my  Lord  Portland  for  leave  from 
the  King  to  own  the  calling  of  a Parliament  here  in  the  spring, 
the  common  discourse  of  which  will  answer  here  to  what  you 
propose  in  calling  a Parliament  now,  and  by  adjournments  to 
hold  it  on  to  the  spring.  And  were  it  declared  immediately, 
there  would  be  time  little  enough  for  preparing  the  Bills  for  the 
time  then  appointed ; for  when  your  Grace  considers  that  the 
Bills  must  first  pass  all  here  at  the  Council,  where  matters  of 
such  natures  move  slow,  lespecially  after  a Kevolution,  where 
Bills  must  well  be  digested,  and  after  that  must  go  to  the 
Council  of  England,  to  which  place  we  can  make  but  one  trans- 
mission before  the  Parliament  meets  ; and  considering  the 
business  of  Ireland  has  seldom  a quick  dispatch  there,  there 
must  be  allowed  several  months  for  the  perfect  dispatch  of  all 
Bills,  besides  of  other  necessaries  to  be  done  before  the  opening 
of  a Parliament,  wherein  the  King’s  pleasure  must  be  known. 

[P.S.]  “ This  bearer,  Mr.  Brodericke,  is  best  able  of  any 

man  I know  to  give  your  Grace  a faithful  account  of  [this] 
kingdom,  and  of  the  true  interest  thereof.  Pray,  my  Lord,  be 
kind  to  poor  Mr.  Harrington.  I have  known  him  many  years, 
and  ever  true  to  his  country.” 

Ee.  the  25th,  1694. 

Admiral  Eussell  to  Sec.  Trenchard. 

[16]  94,  Oct.  19-29,  Cadiz  Bay.— (T/ieyirst  part  of  this  letter 
is  printed  by  Coxe.) 

“ I acquainted  you  in  a former  letter  that  I did  intend  to  write 
to  the  Government  of  Algier,  and  herewith  I send  you  a copy  of 
my  letter  to  them,  and  of  their  answer  thereto  ; as  also  so  much 
of  Consul  Baker’s  letter  to  rne  as  relates  to  the  public.  I hope  I 
have  not  done  amiss  in  it,  for  I thought  it  might  conduce  to  the 
service.  . . . 

“ With  submission  to  better  judgments,  ’tis  not  very  unlikely, 
if  the  Brest  squadron  winters  here,  but  they  will  be  sending  out 
ships  by  two  and  three  till  their  number  may  be  much  superior 
to  ours.  If  great  care  be  not  taken  to  supply  us  timely  with 
men,  I don’t  know  what  we  shall  do.  You  will  see  by  the 
account  I send  to  the  Admiralty  that  great  numbers  are  wanting, 
and  what  we  have  will  daily  decrease.  I question  not  but  such  a 
concern  as  this  Fleet  is  to  England  will  occasion  a continual 
thought  about  us.  . . . 
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[P.S.]  “By  the  letters  from  the  Government  of  Algier  and 
Consul  Baker,  you  will  find  how  useful  the  Tartan  has  been, 
which  lately  attended  on  the  said  Consul ; and  if  his  Majesty 
will  please  to  continue  her  as  formerly,  during  such  time  at  least 
as  the  Fleet  stays  in  these  seas,  the  Consul  may  not  only  have  an 
opportunity  of  obliging  the  Government,  but  of  gaining 
intelligence  for  me  of  the  enemy’s  proceedings.”  . . . 

Copy  (?),  signed.  R.  Dec.  2. 

Victuals  for  Cadiz. 

1694,  Oct.  21-31,  and  Nov.  4,  the  Hague. — Memorandum 
for  Mons.  de  Wildt,  Secretary  of  the  Dutch  Admiralty,  as  to  a 
Dutch  convoy  for  the  victuals  to  be  sent  from  the  Thames  to 
Cadiz  ; with  his  reply. 

French,  Ip. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  23,  Whitehall. — . . . “I  am  desired  by  some 

friends  of  Mr.  Talmash’s  that  his  Majesty  may  be  put  in  mind  of 
a son  of  his,  which  he  has  left  an  ensign  in  the  second 
Eeg[iment]  of  Guards,  now  commanded  by  my  Lord  Cutts. 
They  think  this  no  improper  time,  since  they  are  informed  there 
are  now  two  companies  vacant  in  that  Regiment,  one  by  the 
removal  of  Col.  Withers  to  my  Lord  Cutts’  Regiment,  the  other 
by  the  death  of  one  Col.  Taylor,  who  was  a captain  in  that 
Regiment  of  Guards.  Mr.  Talmash’s  memory  is  yet  so  dear  to  a 
great  many  honest  gentlemen,  that  I think  his  Majesty  could  not 
do  a more  popular  action  than  to  show  some  marks  of  his  favour 
to  this  son,  who  is  besides  a very  pretty  youth.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathw'ayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  [Oct.  23-]  Nov.  2,  s.n.,  Hague. — “We  are  without  letters 
from  England,  and  continue  wind-bound  by  a S.W.  wind. 

“This  day  the  Spanish  courier  has  brought  the  King  and  the 
States  a promise  from  the  Court  of  Madrid  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  crowns,  in  consideration  of  the  extraordinary  charge 
of  maintaining  the  Fleet  in  those  seas. 

“His  Majesty  has  at  the  same  time  received  a letter  of 
respect  from  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuscany,  which  seems  to  be 
intended  as  a forerunner  of  the  acknowledgment  of  their 
Majesties,  which  may  be  soon  expected,  as  well  as  from  the 
other  Princes  and  States  of  Italy,  upon  the  stay  of  our  Fleet  in 
the  Spanish  seas.” 

Re.  the  29  Oct.,  o.s. 

Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  Oct.  25,  Whitehall. — “ I have  just  now  received  the 
favour  of  your  Lordship’s  of  the  19th  Oct.,  and  am  glad  the 
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duplicate  of  \vhat  I sent  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Talimoro,  is  come 
to  your  hands  ; I wonder  the  original  is  not  yet  received. 

“ I have  discoursed  a great  deal  with  Mr.  Broderick  of  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  and  am  confirmed  in  what  myself  thought,  that 
a Parliament  alone  will  not  be  sufficient  to  settle  that  country, 
but  that  some  steps  must  he  made  before,  without  which  that 
Parliament  will  not  answer  the  ends  it  is  called  for,  nor  the 
kingdom  afterwards  receive  that  benefit  which  might  be  expected 
if  a more  thorough  reformation  were  made.  Some  of  the  most 
apparent  obstacles  to  persons  who  view  at  a distance  I have  long 
since  taken  notice  of  to  the  King  by  letter,  and  should  be  ready 
at  his  arrival  (which  we  expect  every  day)  to  endeavour  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  rest,  but  that  I dare  not  be  so  positive  as  is 
necessary  to  persuade  upon  confidence  on  {sic)  persons  I have  not 
acquaintance  enough  with  to  rely  entirely  upon.  I know  no  man 
in  these  kingdoms  can  give  so  clear  and  full  instructions  what 
would  entirely  heal  and  settle  all  as  yourself.”  . . . Bequests 

him  to  state  his  thoughts  on  the  subject. 

[P;S.]  “ The  consideration  of  the  exporting  corn  will  be 

deferred  till  his  Majesty’s  arrival.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sheewsbuby  to  the  Eakl  of  Montagu. 

1694,  Oct.  26,  Friday. — “ The  contents  of  the  letter  your 
Lordship  put  into  my  hands  this  morning  is  of  a nature  that 
make  me  uneasy  my  Lord  Capel  should  remain  one  minute 
under  such  thoughts  of  me  ; and  therefore,  being  to  go  a-hunting 
to-morrow  by  four  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  I return  your 
Lordship  your  letter,  and  desire  by  to-morrow’s  post  that  you 
will  answer  for  me,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  ever  entered  into 
my  head,  and  that  my  manner  of  writing  to  the  King  upon  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  has  been  in  a style  so  different  from  this  that 
no  friend  he  has  could  more  set  forth  his  praise  than  I have 
done,  and  at  the  same  time  write  no  more  than  all  the  Irish  have 
said  to  me  upon  his  subject.”  . 

Autograph  draft. 

Sheewsbuby  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  26,  Whitehall. — ■ . . . “In  my  last  I forgot  to 

acquaint  you  that  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Atkins  had  that  day 
enrolled  the  resignation  of  his  office  of  Lord  Chief  Baron. 

“ The  gentlemen  in  Lancashire  were  acquitted  last  Aveek. 
There  appears  to  have  been  great  villainy  among  the  King’s 
evidence,  and  some  who  put  them  upon  swearing  this  Plot  in 
order  afterwards  to  discover  their  perjury.  My  information 
being  from  letters  only,  I cannot  yet  be  very  clear  in  relating  the 
contrivance ; but  when  the  Judges  and  his  Majesty’s  Counsel 
return,  so  as  the  fact  may  be  known,  I hope  all  the  actors  in  this 
villainy  will  be  prosecuted  and  punished  to  the  utmost. 
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“ Bateman  and  his  wife,  who  were  sent  from  Bruges,  and  not 
thought  fit  to  be  made  use  of  as  evidence  against  Mr.  Walraesley, 
are  run  away  from  the  messenger  that  had  tliem  in  custody, 
having  first  robbed  him  of  several  goods  in  his  house. 

“My  Lord  Clancarty  has  made  his  escape  out  of  the  Tower, 
and  the  town  says  (hut  for  the  truth  of  this  I will  not  answer) 
left  his  periwig-block  dressed  up  in  his  bed,  witli  this  inscription, 
‘ The  block  must  answer  for  me.’” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  [Oct.  26-] Nov.  5,  s.n.,  Hague. — “We  received  yesterday 
answers  to  our  letters  of  the  19th  past,  s.v.,  which  is  more 
expeditious  than  ever  happened  before.  Your  Grace’s  letters  of 
the  19th  and  23rd  have  been  laid  before  his  Majesty,  who 
expressed  his  willingness  to  give  a captain’s  commission  to 
Mr.  Tolmash’s  son,  though  not  in  the  Guards  till  he  has  served 
some  time  longer.  I shall  therefore  take  care  to  put  his  Majesty 
in  mind  of  the  first  vacancy  that  may  happen  for  him.  His 
Majesty  does  not  design  to  give  my  Lord  Cutts’  late  Eegiment 
to  Col.  Withers,  but  rather  to  Col.  Seymour,  Lieut.-Col.  of  the 
Guards. 

“ I have  communicated  to  Mons.  de  Wildt  the  list  of  our  ships 
intended  as  convoy  to  the  provision  vessels  for  our  Mediterranean 
Fleet,  and  I send  here  enclosed  his  answer  as  to  the  time  of  their 
convoy’s  joining  ours,  and  place  where. 

“The  Banish  post  is  at  this  instant  arrived,  and  I have  opened 
your  Grace’s  packets  from  Mr.  Gregs,  as  he  has  desired  me,  of 
which  I find  I have  duplicates,  and  so  transmit  the  papers  to 
your  Grace,  though  I have  had  no  opi^ortunity  to  show^  them  to 
the  King,  who  is  gone  to  bed,  as  I shall  do  the  copies  tomorrow 
morning,  it  being  withall  very  probable  his  Majestj^  will  desire 
again  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  whether  this  second  protocol 
in  matter  and  form  may  he  satisfactory.  I am  afraid  his  Majesty 
may  stay  so  long  as  to  receive  an  answer  here,  the  wind  and 
weather  showing  not  the  least  disposition  to  a change. 

“ Upon  reading  the  Great  Buke  of  Tuscany’s  letter  to  the  King, 
which  I had  not  seen  when  I mentioned  it  last  to  your  Grace,  I 
find  it  is  a formal  and  plain  acknowledgment  of  his  Majesty,  as 
your  Grace  may  judge  by  the  enclosed  copy.” 

Re.  the  31  Oct. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694;  Oct.  27,  Whitehall. — “ What  I have  learnt  from  my  Lord 
Keeper  and  my  Lord  Montagu  of  the  informations  your  Lordship 
has  had  relating  to  me,  makes  me  perceive  that  the  letter  I writ 
by  the  last  post  was  far  more  improper  than  I thought.  . . . 
Since  the  time  of  my  coming  into  the  King’s  service,  in  every 
word  I have  spoke  or  writ  upon  the  subject  of  Ireland,  I have  not 
failed  to  commend  your  Lordship’s  carriage  in  that  country.  . . . 
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“As  to  my  Lord  Conisbie,  he  is  a man  who  owns  some  former 
obligations  to  me,  and  told  me,  when  he  went  into  Flanders,  he 
would  say  upon  the  business  of  Ireland  the  words  I should  put 
in  his  mouth.  ...  In  all  the  discourses  I ever  had  with  him, 
unless  sometimes  when  he  has  wished  I might  go*'b  which  I took  as 
a courtier’s  compliment,  at  all  times  it  has  constantly  been  taken 
for  granted  that  your  Lordship  must  stay.  But  it  matters  not 
much  what  his  opinion  is,  since  I hope  your  Lordship  will  not 
easily  believe  that  will  be  a guide  to  (move  ?),  or  that,  whilst  I 
am  writing  to  you  with  the  freedom  I have  used,  I am  under- 
mining you  for  my  own,  or  the  interest  of  any  other.’’  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 

Admiral  Bussell  to  Sec.  Teenchard. 

1694,  Oct.  29  [o.s.],  Cadiz  Bay. — Believes  the  French  are 
resolved  to  winter  at  Thoulon.  Last  heard  that  they  were  plying 
with  a Levant  to  windward  from  Cape  Eosas,  and  were  much 
shattered  by  a storm  in  the  Gulf.  If  they  venture  through,  we 
may  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  them.  Numbers  of  men  are 
wanting  in  the  Fleet ; 1,500  to  2,000  old  discij^lined  soldiers 
would  be  serviceable. 

“So  soon  as  I learn  what  the  French  do,  I will  send  home  two 
ships,  in  lieu  of  the  Suffolk  and  Edgar,  convoy  to  the  wine  and 
fruit  ships  ; but  if  the  French  fleet  winters  in  these  seas,  I 
suppose  ’tis  not  exj)ected  I should  send  home  the  ten  ships 
directed  by  the  Queen’s  order,  till  the  same  number  arrives  with 
me,  unless  ’tis  designed  to  reduce  the  present  number.  I shall 
very  hardly  be  able  to  find  a convoy  for  the  ships  bound  up  to 
Turky  ; you  will  please  to  consider  that  those  ships  when  sent 
are  lost  to  me,  and  whether  their  places  ought  not  to  be  supplied 
from  England. 

“ I should  have  been  glad  to  have  received  your  opinion  con- 
cerning the  instructions  given  to  the  Turky  convoy  that  went  up 
in  the  summer.  The  time  draws  near  for  their  coming  down, 
and  if  I possibly  can,  I will  send  a further  strength  to  meet 
them ; but,  with  submission,  I ought  to  have  directions  how  to 
govern  myself  in  this  case.  For  aught  I know  the  Turky 
Company  may  have  desired  orders  to  be  sent  to  them  contrary  to 
what  I gave,  and  may  thereby  make  it  useless  to  send  more  ships 
(if  I can)  to  the  place  I design. 

“ I have  been  in  this  bay  twenty-one  days,  and  have  cleaned 
ten  ships,  which  I mention  in  the  margin,  by  Avhich  you  see  I 
have  not  been  idle,  though  this  place  affords  nothing  for  our 
assistance.  The  Adventure,  the  second  day  she  came  out,  took 
two  prizes  bound  from  Marseilles  to  Lisbon  ; they  were  delivered 
carefully  to  the  Consul,  as  directed,  but  I have  ordered  him 
forthwith  to  sell  them,  that  the  money  may  be  employed  for  the 
King’s  use  here,  which  will  save  the  drawing  of  bills,  and  may  be 
discounted  for  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Prizes.” 

Ten  names  of  ships  in  the  margin. 

Copy  (?),  signed.  K.  De.  the  first. 


*“Lord  Lieutenant,’'  struck  out. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Ulatiiwayt. 

1694,  Oct.  30,  Whitehall. — “ Since  my  last  I have  received 
3’ours  of  the  2nd  Nov.,  s.n.,  with  an  account  of  the  bountiful 
promises  the  Spaniards  have  made.  I think  they  ought  to  he 
pressed  to  performance  whilst  they  are  in  this  liberal  humour, 
for  if  once  the  matter  cool  and  grow  an  old  debt,  I doubt  it  will 
prove  not  worth  much. 

“I  have  a letter  from  Sir  Will.  Beeston  of  the  7th  of  August 
from  Jamaica,  with  a large  relation  of  all  that  passed  for  about 
five  weeks  that  the  French  were  expected  and  actually  landed 
upon  the  place.  The  sum  is  that  they  were  then  retired,  and 
left  the  island,  having  had  about  350  of  their  men  killed  and 
wounded ; but  many  more  in  their  ships  dying  of  sickness,  he 
computes  their  whole  loss  to  [be]  about  700  men ; on  our  side 
100  men  of  all  sorts,  and  50  sugar-works  destroyed,  besides  many 
other  plantations,  and  above  100  horses  burnt,  and  about  1,300 
negroes  carried  off. 

“ I have  a letter  from  Mr.  Stanhope  of  the  3-13  Oct.,  acknow- 
ledging the  letter  I writ  to  him  by  his  Majesty’s  directions  during 
i\Ir.__  Sec[retary’s]  absence,  to  acquaint  the  Court  of  Spain  with 
the*  supplies  of  ships  and  men  his  Majesty  was  sending  to  the 
West  Indies,  desiring  his  Catholic  Majesty’s  orders  to  his 
Governors  in  those  parts  to  give  them  all  assistance  against  the 
common  enemy ; ujion  all  which  he  had  given  in  a memorial, 
and  was  expecting  an  answer. 

“I  must  add,  out  of  Sir  Will.  Beeston’s  letter,  that  he  appre- 
hends the  French  will  return  to  revenge  their  disappointment, 
and  therefore  earnestly  presses  the  dispatch  of  succours.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]? 

1694,  [Oct.  30-]Nov.  9,  s.n.,  Hague. — “I  was  in  hopes  that 
there  might  not  have  been  any  occasion  for  writing  this  letter, 
the  wind  having  been  good  for  our  passage  since  Saturday  last, 
but  the  great  ships  belonging  to  the  convoy,  having  been  forced 
by  the  had  weather  to  get  into  the  Goree,  could  not  come  out 
before  this  morning,  when  his  Majesty  went  to  the  Oranje  Polder 
very  early,  in  order  to  his  going  on  board  his  yacht,  but  found 
the  wind  come  about  to  the  S.W. ; so  that,  it  not  being  thought 
advisable  to  embark,  his  Majesty  is  returned  to  this  place,  where 
we  shall  expect  a fair  wind. 

“I  have  since  the  last  post  read  to  the  King  the  Danish 
protocol,  as  it  has  been  altered  by  that  Court ; and  though  his 
Majesty  takes  it  now  to  be  very  full,  yet  he  has  not  thought  fit, 
as  I foresaw,  to  signify  to  Mr.  Gregs  his  being  satisfied  with  it 
until  he  first  know  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  which  your 
Grace  may  therefore  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with,  in  case  we 
should  stay  long  enough  here. 

_ [P.S.]  “ Since  the  writing  of  this,  his  Majesty  has  given  me 

his  commands  to  let  your  Grace  know  that  he  does  not  write  to 


156 


the  Queen,  as  being  in  expectation  every  minute  of  a change  of 
the  wind  to  get  on  shipboard,  the  great  ships  continuing  in  the 
road  on  purpose  for  it.  We  have  today  the  news  of  the 
Polanders  having  given  the  Tartars  a great  defeat  near 
Caminiech,  and  taken  their  convoy  of  provisions  they  were 
carrying  into  that  place. 

“ As  I was  closing  my  letter,  an  English  post  arrives  with  your 
Grace’s  letter  of  the  26th  past,  and  one  from  the  Queen,  but  his 
Majesty  being  gone  to  bed,  I have  no  return  to  make  at  present.” 

Re.  the  4th  No.,  o.s. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbuey. 

[1694,]  Nov.  [1],  Dublin  Castle. — “Since  my  last  to  your 
Grace,  Mr.  Hamilton  has  delivered  on  the  19th  Oct.  your  letter 
to  me. 

“ I was  surprised  at  an  expedient  he  says  is  approved  of  in 
England,  for  the  remedying  that  great  contest  about  the  word 
sole,  which,  as  he  states  to  me,  is  this  : that  the  Speech  in  opening 
the  Parliament  here  shall  mention  nothing  concerning  money, 
hut  the  House  of  Commons  shall  no  sooner  meet,  but  immediately 
they  shall  resolute  themselves  into  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and,  before  all  other  things,  shall  vote  heads  for  bills  of 
money  to  be  presented  for  the  Government.  If  this  be  [the] 
proposition,  according  to  my  poor  apprehension,  ’tis  giving  up  the 
point.  I believe  it  wall  not  have  much  credit ; and  being  of 
opinion  that  it  is  intended  by  this  gentleman  to  embroil  the 
King’s  affairs  here,  I have  done  what  I can  to  make  it  of  no  effect. 
But  this  to  yourself  alone. 

“ We  are  in  great  want  of  the  King’s  pleasure  about  trans- 
porting of  corn.” 

Endorsed : Lord  Capel,  November  the  first.  Re.  the  9th,  1694. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Nov.  2,  Kinsington. — “Mr.  Russel’s  letter  of  the  29th, 
old  style,  that  part  of  it  that  relates  to  his  not  sending  the  ten 
ships  directed  by  the  Queen,  was  read,  and  nothing  ordered  upon 
it,  but  that  the  Admiralty  and  I should  repeat  the  orders  the 
Admiralty  have  already  sent,  to  return  as  many  ships  [as]  were 
sent  and  he  kept  with  him. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  ordered  to  send  for  the 
Turkey  merchants,  and  answer  that  part  of  the  letter  which 
relates  to  their  instructions.” 

In  Shreivshury' s hand.  Endorsed  by  him  : The  second  De.  (sic)  ; 
and  in  another  place  : the  2nd  Nov. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Nov.  2,  Whitehall. — -As  to  the  King’s  expected  arrival, 
and  the  Straits  convoy  at  Spithead.  “ I have  read  Mr.  Gregg’s 
packet  to  her  Majesty.  There  seems  not  much  material  in 
difference  between  us,  but  not  receiving  his  Majesty’s  directions 


157 


upon  it,  and  expecting  his  arrival  every  hour,  her  Majesty  has 
appointed  no  meeting  of  a Committee  upon  this,  till  the  King’s 
pleasure  be  further  known.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathwayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Nov.  2-12,  Hague. — “We  continue  yet  here,  and  are 
like  to  do  so  longer,  the  wind  coming  about  more  to  the  west, 
which  makes  it  impossible  for  our  convoy  to  get  out  of  the 
Goree,  so  that  we  must  expect  with  patience  a change  of  weather. 
I acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  26th  past. 

[P.S.]  “ Notwithstanding  the  small  appearances  there  are  of 

a fair  wind,  his  Majesty  has  just  now  given  order  for  his  coaches 
to  be  ready  tomorrow  very  early  in  the  morning,  to  carry  him  to 
the  seaside  in  case  of  a change.” 

Re.  the  6th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1694,  Nov.  6,  Whitehall. — ...  “I  omit  sending  a letter  Mr. 
Cresset  has  enclosed  to  me  by  the  last  post  from  the  Duke'of  Zell 
to  his  Majesty,  hoiting  and  almost  concluding  it  will  sooner  he 
delivered  to  his  Majesty  here  than  if  I send  it  to  Holland,  where 
I hope  this  letter  will  not  find  you.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sec.  Blathavayt  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1694,  Nov.  6-16,  Hague. — “ The  wind,  coming  yesterday  to  the 
N.N.E.,  brought  the  great  ships  out  of  the  Goeree,  so  that  his 
Majesty  thought  fit  this  morning  to  go  on  board  his  yacht,  the 
wind  continuing  yet  fair ; hut  the  weather  was  so  calm  that  the 
yachts  not  being  able  to  get  out  of  the  Mase  with  this  day’s  tide, 
and  the  wind  chopping  about  to  the  West,  his  Majesty  is  returned 
to  this  place,  with  a resolution  to  go  on  hoard  tomorrow  morning, 
or  as  soon  as  the  weather  may  he  proper  for  it. 

“Your  Grace  will  easily  believe  the  King  is  very  uneasy  under 
this  disappointment,  more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  putting  off  of  which  his  Majesty  gives  no  order, 
but  leaves  the  whole  direction  of  it  to  the  Queen. 

“I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  acknowledgment  of  your  Grace’s 
letter  of  the  30th  past  but  that  I am  with  you  all  respect,”  &c. 

[P.S.]  “His  Majesty  has  not  writ  to  the  Queen,  in  hopes  of 
being  as  soon  as  the  post  in  England.” 

Re.  the  9th. 


Sec.  Blathwaat  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1694,  Nov.  9,  Friday  [o.s.] , William  and  Mary  yacht,  off  of 
Marget. — “ The  King  has  had  a very  good  passage,  being  gone  on 
board  his  yacht  in  the  Maes  yesterday,  about  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  arriving  here  this  day  at  noon.  His  Majesty  is 
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immediately  going  on  shore  at  Marget,  where  he  will  take  coach 
in  order  to  lie  this  night  at  Canterbury,  and  to  dine  tomorrow  at 
Dartford,  which  your  Grace  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Queen 
with.” 

Ke.  the  10th,  two  of  the  clock  in  the  morning. 


Capel  to  Sheewsbury. 

[1694,]  Nov.  10,  Dublin  Castle. — “Your  letter  of  the  29th 
instant  gives  me  all  the  satisfaction  imaginable,  there  Ijeing 
nothing  more  uneasy  to  me  than  lying  under  a person’s  dis- 
pleasure (as  I apprehend  I did  under  your  Grace’s)  whose 
friendship  I value  to  the  last  degree,  and  whose  character  and 
worth  is  so  esteemable  by  all  men.”  . . . 


Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694,  Nov.  10  [o.s.?],  Cadiz  Bay. — “The  chief  business  of 
this  letter  is  to  beg  I may  receive  some  directions  after  what 
manner  I am  to  behave  myself  towards  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Republic  of  Genoa.  They  are  the  carriers  of  all 
French  commodities  to  the  several  ports  of  Spain.  I have 
frighted  them,  but  that  is  all  I can  do.  Searching  their  ships 
for  French  goods  will  not  bring  the  captains  to  confess,  unless  I 
was  empowered  to  detain  them  upon  suspicion.  I have  brought 
them  to  be  very  humble,  having  laid  three  of  their  captains  by 
the  heels.  I do  not  remember  that  State  has  ever  sent  to 
acknowledge  his  Majesty  as  King  of  England.  Why  should  not 
the  town  be  visited  by  the  Fleet  the  next  summer  ? The  sight 
of  some  bomb-vessels  would  make  them  say,  do,  or  give  anything. 

“ I will  not  make  a doubt  but  that  some  scheme  or  design  will 
be  laid  this  winter  in  England  how  to  employ  the  Fleet  the  next 
summer.  If  the  King’s  pleasure  and  the  service  requires  their 
continuing  in  these  seas,  I will  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
know  whether  Thoulon  can  be  forced,  or  bomb-vessels  come  near 
enough  to  Merseilles.  Both  places,  by  the  best  account  I can 
receive,  were  made  very  strong  this  summer.  I have  the  plan  of 
the  latter,  as  ’tis  now  fortified.”  . . . 

Signed.  Endorsed : R.  14  Dec.  This  letter  was  sent  to  his 
Majesty  the  15th,  and  received  from  him  again  by  the  hands  of 
my  Lord  Portland  the  23rd  of  Dee.  1694. 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Admiral  Russell. 

[16] 94,  Nov.  12,  Whitehall. — “I  have  just  now  notice  that  a 
packet  is  going  to  you,  and  I have  only  time  (the  King  having 
commanded  my  attendance  this  evening  at  Kensington)  to  wish 
you  would  consider  with  yourself  and  propose  what  you  think 
most  proper  to  be  done  the  next  spring  against  the  French.” 

Autograph  draft. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  Nov.  13,  Whitehall. — “ I have  your  Lordship’s  of  the 
1st  of  this  month,  and  as  to  the  expedient  that  is  mentioned  hy 
Col.  Hamilton,  I must  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  this  gentleman 
was  introduced  to  my  Lord  Keeper  and  me,  as  one  who  could  very 
much  contribute  to  the  quieting  any  differences  which  might 
arise  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  . . . As  he  had  no  authority 
0 name  us  or  either  of  us,  I hope  his  discourses  in  our  name  will 
not  prejudice  the  business.  . . . 

“His  Majesty  is  in  such  a hurry  of  business  upon  his  arrival 
that  I have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  discourse  to  him  upon 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  ; when  I do,  I will  give  you  a further  account 
of  that  matter. 

“ The  transporting  of  corn  from  Ireland  will  certainly  now  he 
very  soon  considered  and  determined.’’ 

Autograph  draft. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,]  Nov.  15,  Dublin  Castle. — “His  Majesty,  I understand 
by  your  Grace’s  letter  to  me  of  August  the  16th,  is  resolved  to 
have  a Parliament  here  in  Ireland  the  next  spring ; but  I fear 
they  will  not  so  well  answer  the  ends  for  which  they  are  called, 
nor  the  kingdom  receive  the  benefit  intended  by  it,  unless  some 
reformation  be  first  made  ; and  though  it  be  an  ungrateful  office, 
and  against  my  nature,  to  say  anything  of  particular  persons,  yet 
the  real  duty  I owe  the  King,  and  my  desire  to  serve  this  poor 
country,  redeemed  by  himself  (the  Protestants  of  which  are 
entirely  in  his  interest),  makes  me  think  it  necessary  humbly  to 
lay  my  thoughts  before  his  Majesty,  upon  this  occasion. 

“In  the  first  place,  I think  myself  obliged  to  acquaint  your  Grace, 
that  the  Clergy  here,  hy  all  I can  find  or  learn  of  them,  are 
wholly  devoted  to  their  Majesties’  service ; and  as  for  that  part 
of  the  Army  which  is  in  Ireland,  I must  bear  them  witness,  they 
are  truly  loyal,  and  their  Majesties  may  depend  upon  them.  Their 
behaviour  in  the  country  at  their  quarters  is  very  fair,  and  few  or 
no  complaints  come  to  us  from  thence  against  "them ; so  that  I 
am  verily  persuaded  no  obstacles  will  arise  either  from  the  Clergy 
or  Army  to  obstruct  a good  agreement  in  Parliament. 

“ I wish  I could  give  the  same  assurance  of  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment. The  Lord  Chancellor  of  this  kingdom  [Porter]  over  the 
Judges  here  has  a great  superintendency.  He  is  a man  of  great 
temper,  and  hath  a reputation  generally  of  determining  causes  with 
affebilly  [affability]  and  skill.  I must  likewise  own,  he  hath 
behaved  himself  with  great  civility  towards  me,  and  that  I have 
a tenderness  for  him.  But,  on  the  other  side,  I must  acquaint 
your  Grace,  there  is  a general  dissatisfaction  against  him  in  the 
Protestant  gentry,  as  thinking  him  not  in  the  British  interest  of 
this  kingdom,  which  alone  they  think  to  be  their  Majesties’ 
interest  here.  And  this  belief  is  much  increased,  since  his  last 
return  from  England,  by  some  indiscreet  words,  which  I am  told 
he  let  fall  in  the  Court,  discovering  his  inch  [na]  tion  in  favour  of 
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the  Irish ; and  the  Protestants,  believing  the  character  they  gave 
of  his  administration  in  the  late  reign  might  something  weigh 
with  the  King  to  raise  him  to  this  great  trust,  do  the  more  resent 
his  giving  cause  of  suspicion  that  he  is  not  firm  to  the  present 
Government,  and  I fear  they  are  become  irreconcilably  his 
enemies. 

“ The  Judges  here,  many  of  them,  are  not  the  most  expert  in 
their  profession,  and  some  of  them  not  well  able  to  answer  the 
Bar,  and  want  credit  and  authority  enough  to  keep  the  Courts  in 
that  order  and  decency,  as  the  dignity  of  their  station  does 
require.  So  that,  except  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Pine,  and  Baron 
Ecline,  there  are  few  of  the  Judges  in  whose  opinion  I should 
think  I might  safely  rely.  The  Chief  Baron  [HelyJ  is,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  many  discerning  men,  improper  for  that  post,  and  may  be 
contented  to  be  made  one  of  the  puisne  Judges  of  the  King’s 
Bench  or  Common  Pleas,  especially  should  his  Majesty  think  fit 
to  increase  the  Judges’  salaries  to  800/.  per  annum,  as  he  hath 
been  pleased  of  late  to  declare  he  will  when  the  Eevenue  will 
bear  it.  And  if  his  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  advance  one  of 
the  best  men  we  have  here  to  be  Chief  Baron,  and  make  a remove 
among  the  puisne  Judges,  two  or  three  may  be  found  out  fit  to 
be  superseded,  and  doing  it  will  bring  credit  to  the  Courts,  and 
be  of  good  example  in  making  the  rest  of  the  Judges  careful  to 
do  right  for  the  future ; and  this  will  give  a general  satisfaction 
to  the  whole  kingdom,  who  now  have  a low  esteem  of  many  o [f] 
the  Judges. 

“ The  two  great  springs  that  move  this  Government  are  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  to  whom  all  public  matters  are 
referred,  and  in  whose  opinion  and  integrity  the  chief  Governors 
are  safe.  Sir  Jo[hn]  Temple  is  perfectly  skilled  in  the  affairs  of 
this  kingdom,  but  never  here,  by  which  means  the  whole  business 
devolves  upon  the  Solicitor  General  [Levinge] , who,  seeing  all  pub- 
lic matters  must  of  course  come  through  his  hands,  grows  dilatory 
and  disobliging ; wherefore  it  is  requisite  the  Attorney  General 
should  be  upon  the  place,  and  if  he  will  not  be  prevailed  withall 
to  come  over,  his  Majesty  had  (in  my  opinion)  had  [sic]  much 
better  give  him  a pension  of  400/.  per  annum  (which  he  may 
deserve  for  his  advice  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland),  and  put  another 
in  his  room  ; which  will  give  great  satisfaction,  in  having  both 
an  Attorney  and  Solicitor  here,  and  I am  sure  no  disadvantage  to 
their  Majesties’  Eevenue. 

“ I cannot  give  any  commendation  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Eevenue,  many  of  them  being  no  ways  versed  in  affairs  of 
that  nature ; and  as  for  the  Commissioners  of  Inspection  into 
Forfeitures  (of  whom  Mr.  Justice  Cox  is  the  chief),  by  what  I 
can  observe  of  them,  their  principal  design  (having  good  salaries) 
is  to  prolong  their  Commission  with  more  regard  to  their  own 
private  advantage  than  any  profit  to  the  Crown. 

“ I had  almost  forgot  to  mention  the  Privy  Council.  Five  of' 
the  members  are  Judges,  whereas  formerly  the  three  chief  Judges 
only  were  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  who  were  enough  to  attend 
that  service.  And  I must  crave  leave  to  say,  I have  often  been 
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surprised  at  the  coldness  and  indifferency  I have  seen  there  in 
promoting  matters  1 thought  absolutely  necessary  for  their 
Majesties’  and  the  people’s  interest ; wherefore  I conceive  it 
reasonable  that  some  gentlemen  of  good  estates  shall  be  made  of 
the  Privy  Council,  as  Sir  Eobert  King,  Sir  Christopher  Wandis- 
ford,  &c.,  and  that  likewise  one  or  tw'o  of  the  general 
officers  of  the  Army  should  be  of  that  number,  whom  we 
have  often  occasion  to  consult,  when  detachments  of  the 
Army  [are?]  to  be  posted  for  to  suppress  the  Eaparees  and 
Tories  ; and  these  gentlemen  will  always  be  ready  to  do  their 
Majesties  and  the  country  right,  and  keep  up  the  true  interest  at 
the  Board. 

“ If  his  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
Courts,  or  a new  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  long  robe  of  this  country,  who  are  men  proper  to  serve  their 
Majesties  in  these  stations  (and  ’tis  for  their  service  to  choose 
the  best),  are  Mr.  Broderick,  Mr.  Rocbford,  Mr.  Whitehed,  Mr. 
Sergeant  Donnela  and  Mr.  Doria  (?).  These  are  gentlemen 
of  good  esteem  and  reputation,  and  well  beloved,  and 
the  placing  some  of  them  in  employment  will  do  their 
Majesties  good  service  against  the  meeting  of  a Parliament 
here.  And  I must  humbly  offer  it  to  his  Majesty’s  most 
gracious  consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to 
have  some  such  reformation  forthwith  made  which  may  put  the 
minds  of  the  Protestants  at  ease,  who  are  a people  sedulous  and 
diligent  enough  in  pursuing  their  own  interest,  and  do  well 
understand  it,  and  will  with  great  gratitude  and  duty  receive 
and  own  the  ceare  [care  ?J  his  Majesty  shall  therein  express  of 
their  welfare. 

“Your  Grace  thus  sees  how  freely  I have  declared  my  mind, 
and  with  a liberty  which  nothing  but  the  duty  I owe  the  King 
could  have  forced  from  me ; nor  have  I any  other  design  in  pro- 
posing what  I have  herein  mentioned,  but  to  take  away  all 
occasion  of  offence,  or  that  may  create  any  misunderstanding 
between  their  Majesties  and  their  people  when  a Parliament 
meets.  And  I beseech  your  Grace  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  in 
all  my  negotiations  with  the  gentlemen  of  this  country,  whom  I 
have  discoursed  with  in  order  to  keep  up  a good  correspondence 
in  Parliament,  I have  ever  had  a due  regard  to  assert  the  rights 
of  the  Crown,  and  have  plainly  told  them,  they  must  not  insist 
upon  the  sole  right,  but  pass  one  money  bill  at  least,  that  had  its 
rise  from  the  Council.  And  I find  them  generally  willing  to 
pass  that  for  an  additional  Excise  ; and  therefore  whenever  they 
come  together,  I have  great  reason  to  continue  my  belief  that  all 
heats  will  be  laid  aside,  and  that  they  will  meet  in  good  temper, 
and  not  by  an  unreasonable  obstinacy  justly  forfeit  the  favour  of 
the  Crown,  but  that  they  will  contribute  to  their  utmost,  to 
support  the  Government,  and  do  their  Majesties  and  their 
country  all  the  service  that  can  be  expected  from  good  English- 
men and  Protestants.’’ 

R.  the  2nd  Dec.  1694. 

26659  L 
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Shrewsbuey  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1694,  Dec.  4,  Whitehall. — “Mr.  Secretary  Trenchard  being 
indisposed,  I am  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  acknowledge  your 
letters  of  the  19th  and  29th  October.  . . . 

“ His  Majesty  has  directed  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  advise 
with  the  Turkey  merchants,  and  thereupon  to  send  you  instruc- 
tions, if  any  be  necessary.  . . . 

“ Orders  are  given  out  for  some  bomb-vessels  to  be  prepared, 
and  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  in  a readiness  to  go  with  the  victualling 
ships  in  January.  In  the  mean  time  his  Majesty  is  desirous  to 
be  informed,  as  near  as  you  can  guess,  wdiat  time  this  spring  the 
Fleet  with  you  will  be  in  a condition  to  sail.  . . . 

“ His  Majesty’s  own  thoughts  are,  that  a particular  regard  must 
be  had  to  the  protecting  the  trade,  and  to  the  defence  of  the  coast 
of  Spain,  especially  Catalonia.  To  concert  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
by  the  means  of  my  Lord  Galloway  (.sic-),  if  any  descent  can  he 
made  upon  Provence  ; and  to  assist  in  that  or  any  other  reason- 
able design  he  may  propose  against  France.  To  inform  yourself 
if  the  harbour  of  Thoulon,  crowded  as  it  now  is  wuth  double  the 
number  of  ships  that  usually  did  winter  there,  may  not  be  so 
bombarded  as  to  give  reasonable  hopes  of  burning  many  of  them, 
in  case  they  should  remain  there  till  you  come  before  that  place  ; 
or  if  they  should  lie  out  sooner,  or  the  harbour  so  [secure  ?] 
that  it  could  not  be  bombarded,  whether  the  town  of  Thoulon  might 
not  be  fired  with  bombs ; and  the  same  of  Marseiles,  whether 
the  towm,  or  the  galleys  that  lie  in  the  harbour,  either  or  both, 
might  not  in  the  same  manner  be  destroyed  by  bombs.  . . . 

“ At  such  a time  as  this,  when  there  appears  to  be  a prospect  of 
doing  something  to  weaken  France  in  their  naval  power,  which 
is  so  immediately  the  interest  and  security  of  England,  his 
Majesty  is  earnestly  concerned  that  such  an  opportunity  be  not 
lost,  which  in  an  age  may  not  offer  itself  again. 

“I  have  here  enclosed  sent  you  an  extract  of  the  late  intelli- 
gence which  came  to  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  ships  at  Eochfort  and 
Brest.  The  letters  from  France  continue  to  mention  their 
resolution  of  sending  many  of  their  seamen  from  Thoulon  and 
those  parts  over  land  to  West  France.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 


Admiral  Eussell  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  94,  Dec.  [6-]  16,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — As  to  proposed  measures 
against  the  French  in  the  spring.  “ Bomb- vessels  will  be 
necessary  ; the  name  in  this  jiart  of  the  world  is  very  terrible.” 

[P.S.]  Dec.  [7-]  17. — “I  have  only  to  add  that  by  the  next 
convoy,  that  will  depart  in  ten  days,  I shall  send  you  some  wine ; 
and  I have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  procure  tw'O  fine  Spanish 
horses  as  a present  to  the  King,  which  I hope  to  have  by  that 
time.” 

Ee.  the  7th  Feb.,  being  then  at  Eyford. 
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Mr.  Simon  Weeld’s  Answer  to  Mr.  Vernon’s 
Interrogatories. 

1694,  Dec.  8. — “In  September  89,  I was  sent  with  letters  to 
King  James  in  Ireland  by  Sir  Patrick  Maxwell,  of  Spring  Bell, 
and  brought  others  back.  . . . 

“ In  the  month  of  July  90,  I came  to  Sir  Patrick  Maxwell’s, 
and  ...  he  desired  I might  go  and  see  if  I could  find  out  the 
Earl  of  Hume,  and  to  know  his  resolutions.  . . . With  him 
[the  Earl,  at  Morbottell,]  was  the  Laird  of  McKerstone,  the 
Laird  of  Gladstaines,  Graden  Ker,  Capt.  James  Deyell,  and  four 
or  five  gentlemen  more,  whose  names  I do  not  know,  but  then  an 
insurrection  was  designed  ; but  before  they  would  do  anything  in 
the  matter,  they  would  send  to  the  Earl  of  Arran,  that  was  then 
privately  at  Edinburgh.  . . . 

“In  the  month  of  April  89,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I 
went  to  Sir  Patrick  Maxwell’s  to  demand  some  money  which  he 
owed  me  upon  the  account  of  tithes  ; where  I see  [saw]  two 
strangers,  both  Englishmen.  The  one  went  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Harrison,  who  some  time  after  I understood  to  be  my  Lord 
Grilfin.  The  other  went  by  his  own  name,  who  was  Mr.  Benny 
Grahame,  brother  to  my  Lord  Preston.  . . . Mr.  Harrison, 
alias  Lord  Griffin,  told  us  that  he  wondered  at  the  King’s  stay, 
for  he  had  received  a letter  from  him,  assuring  him  that  he 
would  be  in  Scotland  some  time  in  March,  and  desired  that  he 
with  some  others  of  his  friends  would  come  and  join  him  ; where- 
upon Col.  Leg,  Capt.  May,  and  Capt.  Hardy,  and  some  more  that 
were  in  the  Borders  (whose  names  I do  not  know),  were 
com[mande]d  to  join  him.  . . . 

“ When  I left  Scotland,  Sir  Patrick  Maxwell  recommended  me 
to  my  Lord  Griffin,  who  was  then  at  his  house  in  Northampton- 
shire. . . . When  Admiral  Russel  beat  the  French  fleet,  and 
burned  many  of  their  ships,  I was  then  in  London,  and  lodged 
with  Mr.  Elliot  in  Rupert  Street,  but  was  not  privy  to  any  who 
furnished  them  horse  and  arms,  nor  to  their  consults ; but  Mr. 
Doughty,  chaplain  to  my  Lord  Arundel  of  Trevis  [Trerice] , told 
me  that  he  was  certainly  informed  there  was  a fund  of  money  to 
carry  on  the  designed  invasion.  . . . 

“ Captain  Dunbar,  who  lodges  at  the  Crown  and  Thistle 
Tavern,  in  King  Street,  Westminster,  told  Mr.  Johnstone  and 
me,  walking  nigh  the  Dyall  in  St.  James’s  Park  upon  the  29th 
day  of  Sept,  last,  in  the  evening,  that  at  the  time  Admiral  Russel 
beat  the  French  fleet,  that  there  was  [were]  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
horse  in  and  about  the  City  of  London  and  Westminster,  ready  to 
have  joined  King  James  in  case  he  had  landed.  . . . 

“ Last  spring  Mr.  Tho.  Apprice,  l\Ir.  Cox,  a plumber  in 
Pickadilly,  and  I were  at  the  Horse  Shoe  ale-house  in  St.  James’s 
Street,  drinking  our  morning’s  draught,  . . . Mr.  Apprice 
speaking  very  cheerfully,  ‘ I hope  very  soon  to  see  my  old  master 
King  James.’  ...  So  soon  as  I met  with  Dr.  Monro,  I gave  him 
an  account  of  what  had  passed,  and  that  King  James  was  expected 
very  quickly  ; upon  which  the  Doctor  regretted  the  want  of  a 
horse  for  the  expedition.  . . . 
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“The  first  year  and  more  after  I came  to  London,  I wrote 
sometimes  for  my  Lady  [Griffin]  (but  never  for  my  Lord) ; but 
her  letters  were  so  mysterious  that  none  but  her  correspondent  [s] 
could  know  what  to  make  of  them.  . . . My  Lady  gave  me  a 
catalogue  to  transcribe,  wherein  were  the  proper  names  of  a great 
many  persons  of  quality ; . . . the  proper  names  were  writ 

first,  and  then  a dash,  and  under  them  the  improper  names ; . . . 
and  by  this  catalogue  my  Lady  writes  to  her  correspondents. 
, . . But  I wearied  of  the  employment,  and  then  Archdeacon 
Baynard,  who  was  Archdeacon  of  Koynyer,  in  the  diocese  of 
Down  and  Koynyer,  in  Ireland,  was  her  amanuensis ; he  did 
lodge  near  the  sign  of  the  Black  Horse,  at  the  further  end  of 
Pickadilly,  as  you  go  to  Hyde  Park  gate.  I was  first  made  privy 
to  an  insurrection  when  my  Lord  Griffin  was  in  Scotland,  and  the 
second  was  in  July  90,  as  I have  said  already.” 

Received  moneys  from  the  late  Bishops  of  Bath  and  Wells  and 
Peterborough ; Mr.  Barkly,  a clergyman ; young  Madam  Wind- 
ham (?) ; the  City  clergy,  who  used  to  collect  for  the  relief  of  the 
Scots  clergy ; and  now  from  Princess  Ann’s  charity  to  the  Scots 
clergy  in  London,  &c.  Was  informed  Mr.  Irwin  had  made  his 
escape. 

“Last  summer  Dr.  Monro  and  I was  [were]  walking  in  St. 
James’s  Park,  where  we  were  discoursing  of  King  William.  The 
Doctor  says  how  easy  a thing  it  were  for  a hundred  good  fellows, 
either  as  he  were  [was]  going  [to]  or  coming  from  Harwich,  to 
seize  him,  but  some  among  the  hundred  would  discover  the  design. 
But  I said,  ‘ What  would  you  do  with  him  ?’  The  Doctor  said  he 
would  take  the  first  ship  he  came  at,  and  press  her,  and  carry 
him  into  France.  ‘0  how  pitifully’  (says  he)  ‘would  he  look 
when  became  before  King  James  and  the  King  of  France!  ’ . . . 

“ Mr.  Johnstone  and  I was  [were]  discoursing  about  Capt. 
Williamson’s  trial,  and  that  one  Col.  Brerton  was  the  chief  evidence. 
Mr.  Johnstone  told  me  that  he  knew  some  that  would  invalidate  his 
evidence  ; . . . that  he  would  meet  any  gentleman  next  morn- 
ing by  nine  a clock  at  Cumberland  Cotfee-house ; whereupon  I 
immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  he  came  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  we  went  to  the  Angel  ale-house  in  Angel 
Court.”  .... 

The  writer  appears  to  have  been  in  Newgate,  in  irons.  He 
sent  letters  to  Mr.  Lindsay,  who  lodges  at  the  sign  of  the  Black- 
moor’s  Head,  at  Charring  Cross. 

“I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Robert  Elliot  that  the  three  presby- 
teries, viz.,  Jedbrugh,  Kelso,  and  Selkirk,  joined  together  and 
agreed  to  send  one  of  their  number  weekly  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Glasgow,  then  at  Edinbrugh,  to  receive  instructions  from  him  ” 
[as  to  non-sw'earing] . 

Mentions  the  ship  in  Charles  Street ; the  pamphlet  called 
“ the  Answer  to  Dr.  King,”  of  which  Mr.  Leslie  was  the  author ; 
many  persons  who  had  a hand  in  it ; the  sign  of  the  Goal  near 
St.  James’s  Street ; a statue-maker’s  in  Pickadilly,  near  the  Sun 
Tavern;  pamphlets  called  “the  Anatomy  of  the  Jacobites,” 
“ Delenda  Carthago,”  “the  Original  Contract,”  “the  Parallel 
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betwixt  0.  P.  and  P.  0.,”  “the  Original  of  Sir  John  Knight’s 
Speech,’’  and  “the  Hist [orical]  Romance;”  Mr.  Pops’,  an 
ale-house  in  Hugging  Alley,  near  Gutter  Lane ; the  Horse-shoe 
ale-house  in  St.  James’s  Street;  the  Sarazen’s  Head  Inn,  in 
Friday  Street  ; a house  near  Claringdon  Park  ; a pamphlet 
called  “the  Dialogue  betwixt  A.  and  B.  concerning  the 
times,”  the  author  being  Mr.  Irwin,  with  whom  the 
writer  dined  at  the  Dolphin  and  Crowm,  a cook-shop  near 
St.  James’s  Street ; the  printing  of  certain  pamphlets,  and 
disposal  of  the  copies ; pamphlets  called  “ The  Authority  of 
the  Civil  Power  over  the  Church,”  “ The  Vindication  of  Some 
among  Ourselves,”  “ Great  Britain’s  Just  Complaint,”  “ The 
Present  State  of  England,”  “The  Colonel’s  Speeches,”  “The 
Poor  Man’s  Petitions,”  and  “ The  Price  of  Abdication”  ; 
the  George  Inn  [at]  the  head  of  Hay  Mercat ; the  reprinted 
“Letters  to  Sir  John  Holt”;  verses  in  print  called 
in  Latin;  and  “ the  private  press.”  Many  persons  are  mentioned 
as  being  concerned  in  the  distribution  of  pamphlets. 

Sim.  Weeld.’^' 

In  Vernon's  hand:  Jurat’  8 Dec*'"'  1694,  coram  me,  Ja. Vernon. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1694,  Dec.  9,  Kensington. — “Write  to  the  Lords  Justices  in 
Ireland  to  know  if  they  can  furnish  the  Fleet  with  any  number 
of  seamen,  and  what  number.” 

In  Shracsburi/’s  hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1694,  Dec.  11,  Whitehall. — “I  give  you  this  trouble  only  to 
acknowledge  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  15th  Nov.,  and  thank 
you  for  the  trust  you  w'ere  pleased  to  put  in  me  by  the  contents 
of  it.  I have  endeavoured  to  represent  your  Lordship’s  thoughts 
in  the  best  manner  I could  in  one  conversation  I have  had  upon 
that  subject  with  his  Majesty ; but  it  having  not  yet  had  the 
effect  I could  desire,  I shall  defer  giving  you  my  opinion  how  far 
we  may  hope  to  prevail,  till  I have  tried  at  least  once  again.” 

Autograph  draft. 

John  Luntt  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,  Dec.  1‘2.] — Writes  on  hehalf  of  himself,  George  Wilson, 
and  John  Wombell,  prisoners  in  the  King’s  Bench.  They  have 
not  a penny  to  huy  bread ; their  wives  are  big  with  child,  and 
have  pawned  their  clothes  to  maintain  them  (the  prisoners),  &c. 
They  discovered  the  devilish  treasons  of  their  Majesties’  enemies, 
and  it  is  hard  that  they  should  be  imprisoned  by  the  Govern- 
ment. “’Tis  true  (my  Lord)  Taaff  did  suggest  at  the  trials  at 
Manchestar,  and  now  to  the  honourable  House  of  Commons,  thbse 
things  which,  if  true,  we  deserved  to  be  made  public  examples  of 


* The  whole  paper  appears  to  be  in  the  same  hand  as  the  signature. 
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justice  to  future  ages.  ...  We  have  declared  nothing  but  what 
is  as  true  as  the  Gospel  itself.” 

Ke.  the  12th  De.  1694. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1694,  Dec.  18,  London. — “A  letter  having  been  writ  by  the 
King  of  Spain  to  his  Majesty,  of  which  the  enclosed’'  is  a copy, 

I am  commanded  to  recommend  the  contents  of  it  to  you.  It  is 
obvious  that  those  men  they  desire  your  assistance  to  transport 
will  be  much  wanted  in  Catalonia,  where  if  the  French  should 
have  the  same  success  they  had  the  last  year,  the  consequence 
may  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  common  interest.  His  Majesty 
therefore  does  not  doubt  but  you  will  help  them  in  what  you  can, 
so  it  be  no  disappointment  to  your  other  designs,  and,  if  it  can  be 
done,  concert  matters  so  with  them  as  to  make  it  as  little  incon- 
venient as  may  be. 

“ By  what  Mr.  Secretary  writ  the  last  post  to  Consul  Blackwell, 
of  which  here  enclosed  is  a copy,  you  will  perceive  the  necessary 
orders  are  given  for  the  employing  the  Tartanne  you  thought 
would  be  of  use  to  you. 

“ The  last  letters  from  France  mention  four  ships  fitting  at 
Brest  for  cruisers,  and  ten  at  Thoulon  ; and  that  1,600  of  those 
seamen  which  were  going  from  thence  to  W’est  France  are 
returned  to  Provence ; but  of  this  your  intelligence  I conclude 
will  be  fresher  and  surer  than  ours. 

“ When  your  last  letter,  I think  it  was  of  the  10th  Nov., 
arrived — for  I have  it  not  now  by  me — I had  been  taken  with  a 
lameness  in  my  knee,  which  has  given  me  great  pain,  and  con- 
tinues still  such  a weakness  upon  that  part,  that  I am  confined 
to  my  house.  ...  I sent  it  to  the  King.”  . . . 

As  to  plans  of  Marseiles  and  Thoulon  ; and  four  Eegiments  to  - 
be  sent  to  Eussell. 

Autograph  draft. 


[Mr.]  E.  Austen,  [Sir]  E.  Eich,  and  [Sir]  G;  Eooke,  [Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,]  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  94,  Dec.  21,  Admiralty  Office. — “ We  have  received  your 
Grace’s  letter  this  day,  in  answer  to  which  we  can  at  present  only 
acquaint  you  that  the  ships  intended  for  the  convoy  with  the 
victualling  ships  and  bomb  vessels  to  Cadiz  being  not  yet  fully 
resolved  upon,  we  are  not  able  to  say  what  number  of  soldiers 
can  be  put  on  board  them.  But  in  the  mean  time  it  is  our 
opinion  the  number  will  be  [so  ?]  inconsiderable  that  it  is  not 
worth  his  Majesty’s  consideration  to  think  of  sending  any 
soldiers  that  way  ; and  therefore,  if  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  is  any 
soldiers  should  be  sent  to  the  Straits,  w'e  think  it  necessary  that 
transport  ships  be  provided  for  them.” 

Copy.  Endorsed  : About  carrying  soldiers  to  the  Straits. 


* Not  found. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 


1694,  Dec.  22,  London. — “ I have  been  kej)!  within  doors  these 
ten  days  by  a lameness  and  indisposition,  which  has  hindered 
my  waiting  upon  his  Majesty,  and  my  endeavours  to  do  anything 
in  promoting  those  affairs  your  Lordship  wishes,  and  which  I 
have  promised  my  inconsiderable  assistance  in.  As  soon  as  I go 
abroad,  which,  if  I do  not  relapse,  will  now  he  in  a few  days,  I 
shall  be  able  to  give  you  some  account  of  our  inclinations  here.” 
A u tog  raph  d raft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Portland. 


[16]  94,  Dec.  22,  London. — “ I have  here  enclosed  sent  your 
Lordship  a copy  of  the  paper  I have  received  from  Mr.  Bridgman, 
upon  consideration  of  this  whole  matter.  I doubt  it  will  mis- 
carry by  the  too  great  secresy.  I should  humbly  propose  that 
his  Majesty  would  hear  Sir  Clowdesley  Shovell,  or  Hopton,  or 
Bembo  {sic),  or  some  seamen,  [as]  to  the  probability  of  this  port; 
my  Lord  Eomney  and  Sir  Martin  Beckman,  [as]  to  what  is  to  be 
done  by  their  office  ; and  if  upon  the  whole  his  Majesty  resolves 
it  shall  be  undertaken,  orders  must  immediately  be  sent  out  for 
the  bringing  together  so  many  of  these  ships  as 'shall  he  thought 
necessary. 

“ His  Majesty  was  pledsed  to  direct  me  to  write  something  to 
Sir  Cha[rles]  Hedges  about  Mr.  Russel’s  visiting  Genoese  ships, 
which  I know  not  well  how  to  do,  unless  Mr.  Russel’s  letter  be 
returned  to  me,  having  no  copy  of  it.” 

Autograph  draft.  Enclosure: — 


6-' 


Monk  - 

at  Portsmouth  - 

Dreadnought 

do. 

Foresight 
King’s -fisher 

at  Portsmouth  - 

do. 

Centurion  - 

under  the  King’s 
orders. 

Greenwich  - 

at  Woolwich 

Pembrook  - 

in  the  River 

Mermaid 

at  Sheernesse  - 

Saphire 

Downs 

Maidstone  - 

cruising  between 

Proposed  for  the  last 
Straits  convoy. 

Ordered  to  accompany 
the  next  Straits  con- 
voy to  the  latitude  of 
the  North  Cape. 

Ready. 

Will  be  ready  about  the 
10th  of  January. 

In  the  River. 

Completed. 

Designed  for  the  Cadiz 
convoy  in  January. 

Will  he  ready  the  begin- 
ning of  JanuarjL 

Under  orders  to  cruise 
off  St.  Malo’s. 


j Solehay 
i Seahorse 

Fireships 


Start. 

off  Harwich. 

off  Dover,  Dungenesse,  and  Rye. 

[ Roebuck  at  Sheernesse. 

I Hawke  at  Portsmouth. 
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There  are  no  other  fireships  ready  hut  those  that  are  to  go  to  the 
West  Lidias. 

The  loords  in  italies  are  in  Shrewsbury' s hand.  Endorsed:  Re. 
from  Mr.  Bridgman,  Dec.  the  22nd  1694. 


[Estimate  by  the  Commissionees  of  Transpoktations.] 

[1694,  Dec.] — “It  is  judged  3,000  foot  may  be  carried  to 
Cadiz,  to  be  landed  as  soon  as  they  arrive  there ; the  King 
finding  provisions  at  forty  shillings  per  head,  allowing  one  ton 
of  shipping  to  each  man. 

“ If  they  must  go  up  the  Straits  to  be  landed  in  some  port 
there,  the  ships  cannot  be  taken  up  but  by  the  month,  at  the  rate 
of  13s.  or  14s.  per  ton  per  month. 

“ The  ships  may  be  got  ready  in  a month,  or  perhaps  sooner. 

“No  owners  will  let  any  ships  by  the  month  unless  they  have 
two  months’  pay  beforehand,  and  secured  that  the  rest  shall  be 
paid  from  month  to  month.  The  ships  to  remain  in  pay  till  they 
return  to  the  River  of  Thames,  where  only  so  many  tons  of  ship- 
ping can  be  had,  though  the  men  may  be  better  embarked  at 
Portsmouth. 

“ If  the  men  are  to  be  carried  by  the  head,  half  the  freight  is 
to  be  paid  in  hand,  and  the  other  half  as  soon  as  they  embark 
and  before  they  sail. 

“ The  masters  will  have  protections  for  their  seamen  out  and 
home. 

“ The  ships  are  to  be  insured  by  their  Majesties  against  the 
enemy. 

“ Demurrage  is  to  be  paid  for  the  time  they  lie  after  the  day 
appointed  to  take  in  their  men,  and  to  be  paid  before  they  sail. 

“ Freight  of  3,000  men  to  Cadiz  at  40s.  per  head  is  6,000/. 

“Freight  of  3,000  tons  of  shipping  at  13s.  per  ton  per 

month  for  one  month  is 1,950/. 

“Ditto  at  14s.  per  ton  for  one  month  is  - - - 2,100/.” 

Copy,  in  Vernon's  hand.  Endorsed : Commissioners  of 
Transportations’  estimate  of  the  charge  of  freight  for  3,000  men 
to  be  carried  to  Cadiz. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1694,  Dec.]. — “I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Grace’s  of  the  11th  instant,  and  return  you  my  thanks  for  your 
favour  in  showing  mine  of  the  15th  [Nov.]  to  the  King. 

“By  the  last  packet  I was  informed  by  a letter  from  my  Lord 
Conesby,  that  a Parliament  being  to  be  called  the  next  spring, 
’tis  resolved  there  shall  be  a change  in  this  Government,  and 
that,  as  he  supposes,  it  shall  not  be  in  one  hand,  but  another 
added  to  me,  which  report  coming  over  also  in  other  letters, 
and  spread  here  in  town,  has  occasioned  many  gentlemen  to  tell 
me  that  though  they  [were]  contented  to  waive  the  sole  right,  yet 
they  did  it  in  hopes  of  a lasting  settlement,  and  good  laws,  which 
they  expected  from  me,  in  whom  they  had  a confidence ; but 
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if  this  hope  were  taken  away,  and  another  added  to  me,  they  did 
not  think  it  reasonable  I shonld  expect  they  should  continue  in 
the  compliance  I had  brought  them  to,  when  (as  they  say)  it  may 
not  be  in  my  power,  in  conjunction  with  another,  to  make  the 
returns  they  assured  themselves  of ; nor  could  they  confide  in 
any  other  till  they  had  good  experience  of  his  inclinations. 

“ I know  it  ill  becomes  me  to  speak  to  your  Grace  after  this 
manner,  but  my  ambition  to  settle  this  poor  kingdom,  and  to 
confirm  the  people  thereof  in  their  duty  to  the  King,  together 
with  my  fear  of  being  disappointed,  if  joined  with  any  other,  and 
almost  certainty  of  success  if  left  alone,  gives  me  confidence  to 
write  my  mind  freely  to  your  Grace,  having  this  reason  for  my 
presumption  : that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  people  here  to  have  a 
settlement  in  Parliament,  and  they  having  some  kindness  forme  in 
memory  of  my  brother’s  Government,  make  [s]  me  2>ersuade  myself 
they  will  not  by  an  unreasonable  obstinacy  (after  having  given 
their  words)  disoblige  the  King,  which  may  deprive  them  of  that 
settlement  so  essential  to  their  own  present  and  future  happiness.” 

Endorsed  : Lord  Capell,  without  date.  Re.  the  3rd  Jan.  169|. 

Shrewsbury  to  Porti,and. 

1694-5,  Jan.  1. — “ I have  here  enclosed  sent  your  Lordship  an 
extract  of  that  letter  I mentioned  to  you  last  night,  mentioning 
Du  Bart’s  being  expected  at  Dunkirk  with  a fleet  from  Fleekeren, 
and  another  fleet  from  France  with  provisions.  1 have  discoursed 
with  Sir  George  Rooke,  w’ho  says  the  best  station  for  intercepting 
the  first  is  off  of  the  Broad  Fourteens  and  between  Yard  Goree; 
and  that  they  have  and  will  have  some  ships  out  to  endeavour  to 
meet  wfith  the  second.  I asked  him  whether,  considering  the 
season,  the  station  he  proposed  were  so  safe  as  that,  in  case  we 
had  a number  of  ships  ready,  he  would  propose  their  being  sent 
upon  this  service.  He  assured  me  he  should  make  no  difficulty 
of  it,  and  that  the  station  Gower  (?)  lay  in  this  time  twelve-montli 
upon  the  same  account,  was  less  secure.  If  Du  Bart  could  be 
met  with,  it  would  certainly  be  of  great  service.” 

Cop}/.  Extract  enclosed  : — 

“Ostend,  the  29th  Dec.,  1694. — Captain  Bart  with  his  six 
men-of-war  is  expected  hourly  at  Dunkirk  from  Fleekeren  with 
his  fleet  of  merchant-men,  laden  with  corn  and  stores,  and  has 
filled  his  ship  of  56  guns  (though  it  can  carry  66)  with  men, 
which  makes  it  thought  he  will  board  any  that  shall  attack  him. 

“There  is  likewise  expected  in  Dunkirk  near  100  sail  of 
merchant-men  from  France  with  wine,  brandy,  salt,  and  other 
goods,  to  fill  their  stores  before  summer,  they  expecting  to  he 
bockt  [blocked?]  up  again.” 

[Lady]  to  Shrew'sbury. 

[1695,  Jan.  5,]  Saturday  night. — “My  husband  is  drawn  in 
I doubt  to  plot  against  the  King.  The  Prince’s  (sic)  party  is 
going  to  address  the  late  King,  to  invite  him  in,  now'  the  Queen 
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is  dead.  The  Princis  (sic)  would  not  accept  of  the  Crown  if  the 
King  was  dead,  except  it  was  to  bring  in  her  father ; for  she  is 
now  ready  to  bite  her  nails  for  giving  away  her  right.  A great 
many  Parliament  men  did  compliment  her.  If  I was  sure  of  the 
King’s  pardon  for  my  husband,  I would,  or  he  would,  discover 
the  design  of  the  rest  of  the  Lords  to  him.  I will  see  and  speak 
to  my  Lord,  and  get  him  to  wash  his  hands  of  their  underhand 
dealing,  for  I don’t  sleep  with  ease  about  it.  He  does  not  know 
my  sending  this  to  your  grace.  Th  [e]  y are  to  meet  here  tonight 
about  it,  and  I hope  the  King  will  be  favourable  to  my  Lord,  if  I 
hinder  their  proceedings  by  giving  an  acc[oun]t.” 

Seal  {faint  impression).  Endorsed  hy  Shreicshitry : Ee.  the 
5th  Ja.  94,  but  know  not  the  hand,  nor  from  whom  it  comes. 


[Lady] to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,  Jan.  7.] — “ The  address  is  signed  by  a great  many,  and 
for  the  late  King’s  assurance  they  promised  to  secure  this  King 
in  the  Tower,  and  all  those  that  came  out  of  Holland  with  him, 
and  stands  {sic)  by  him.  The  King  would  do  well  to  set  out  a 
proclamation  to  maintain  the  Church  of  England,  which  is  what 
they  want  to  be  assured  of.  They  have  pitched  upon  Cornell 
[Colonel]  Seymor  to  be  Captain  of  the  Guard  when  they  design 
to  seize  the  King  ; he  is  very  great  with  Malborow,  and  was 
always  a great  Jacobite.  They  send  away  the  address  tomorrow, 
and  will  do  nothing  till  they  receive  an  answer.  He  is  to  come 
without  an  army.  My  Lord,  I hope  the  King  will  pardon  my 
husband ; he  is  a young  Lord,  and  is  drawn  in  by  the  old  ones. 
When  the  answ'er  comes  I will  give  you  notice.  Pray,  my  Lord, 
let  me  see  you  will  not  reveal  to  anybody  else  what  I write  to 
you,  for  nobody  is  privy  to  their  design  but  my  brother  and  I. 
I will  wait  of  the  King  in  a little  time,  but  I am  endeavouring 
first  to  draw  my  Lord  from  having  anything  to  do  in  the  matter. 
I am  yours.” 

Addressed  - To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  at  his  house 
in  St.  James’s  Square,  this.  Endorsed  by  Shrewsbury : Ke.  the 
7.  of  Jan.  1694,  but  know  not  yet  from  whom. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,]  Jan.  12,  Dublin  Castle. — “ Sir  James  Gefferys,  the 
bearer  hereof,  is  Governor  of  Duncannon,  and  who  has  leave  of 
the  Government  to  wait  up>on  the  King.  He  was  sent  for  out 
of  Sweade  by  the  King’s  special  orders  in  my  Lord  Nottingham’s 
time,  and  intends  to  apply  himself  to  his  Majesty  for  some  more 
immediate  command,  whereby  he  may  show  his  zeal  to  his 
Majesty’s  service.  He  has  ever  behaved  himself  in  the  post  he 
is  in  with  diligence  and  care,  and  therefore  whatever  favour  your 
Grace  is  pleased  to  shew  him  will  not  be  unserviceable  to  the 
King’s  affairs.” 

Re.  March  the  9th  1694. 
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Admibal  Eussell  to  [Shbewsbuky]  . {Pricate  letter.) 

[16] 95,  -Tan.  13-23,  Cadiz  Bay.— “This  letter  comes  to  thank 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  as  my  friend,  not  as  Secretary  of  State, 
for  the  favour  of  your  private  letter  of  the  4th  of  December.  I 
am  glad  you  think  my  humour  altered  for  the  better.  It  has 
always  been  my  desire  to  please  and  make  easy  my  friends  in 
everything  that  lay  in  my  power,  which  I shall  endeavour  to 
practise,  since  you  are  pleased  to  aj)prove  of  it.” 

Expects  reports  from  Tholone  and  Mercelles.  “ The  advice  I 
at  present  have  is,  that  Tholone  is  made  so  strong  that  ’tis 
impossible  to  come  to  bomb  or  do  any  prejudice  to  ships  or  town. 
A draft  of  the  place,  as  the  guns  and  mortars  are  placed,  I shall 
send  you  by  the  Barwick,  who  (sic)  will  sail  in  three  days. 
Merce'lis  I am  also  told  is  not  to  be  attacked  but  at  one  place 
called  Flemish  Eoode;  and  thej'  are  so  satisfied  of  that,'  that  they 
have  made  preparations  to  fortify  that  place,  which  ’tis  said  may 
be  done  in  48  hours,  to  make  it  the  strongest  part  of  the  town  ; 
yet  (?)  I very  much  question  but  at  present  there  is  [are]  but  12 
guns  mounted.”  Will  go  himself  to  those  places  next  spring, 
and  consult  with  Lord  Gallaway  (sic). 

“ Pray  God  send  the  victualling  ships  safe  here.  "So  far  I will 
venture  to  say  that  had  not  the  French  been  fools,  not  a ship  in 
this  bay  should  ’a  been  able  to  ’a  stirred  out  of  it  next 
summer.  But  I’ll  say  no  more  on  this  subject.  If  the  King  be 
pleased,  I am  not  so  ill  a courtier  to  be  dissatisfied. 

“The  present  news  in  our  Fleet  is  the  honour  the  two  flag-officers 
has  [have]  received  in  kissing  the  King’s  hands.  Pray  don’t 
believe  I am  in  any  kind  shocked  at  it,  for  I am  either  nothing  or 
abouff  [above]  anything  those  people  can  pretend  to  ; but  I will 
only  just  hint  to  you  that  if  the  King  designs  to  be  well  served  at 
sea,  and  have  a good  command,  carried  (sic)  in  order  to  introduce 
discipline  in  the  Fleet,  this  is  not  the  method  to  attain  to  that 
end.  My  reason  is  easily  guessed  at,  without  troubling  you  with 
the  particulars.” 

Will  endeavour  to  procure  horses  from  Barbary  for  the  King. 
Hopes  to  send  two  Spanish  horses  fit  for  the  King’s  saddle. 

“ Pray  God  send  a good  man  in  the  room*  of  the  worthy  late 
Arch-Bishop  [Tillotson] ; so  I call  him,  and  I hope  all  people  now 
thinks  [think]  the  same.  Pray,  my  Lord,  have  regard  to  a man 
thatwond  [won’t]  be  too  strict  with  us  rigid  Presbyterians ; fori 
can’t  suffer  persecution,  no  more  than  my  friend  the  Bishop  of 
Sai'um  [Burnet]  can  the  Scotch  Bootes(?).” 

Ee.  March  the  5th  1694. 

Admibal  Eussell  to  Shbewsbuby.  {Public  letter.) 

1694-5,  Jan.  13-23,  Cadiz  Bay. — Has  received  his  letter  of 
4 Dec.  Sea  and  landmen  required  for  the  Fleet.  Hopes  to  put 
to  sea  in  March.  Provisions  scarce. 

“ I have  the  last  post  received  several  papers  from  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  relating  to  the  Turkey  ships.  I find  an  order 
dated  the  30th  of  March  to  the  commander-in-chief  to  remain  at 
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Smirna,  till  an  advice-boat  was  sent  to  them.  This  order  I had 
no  cognisance  of,  and  therefore  have  not  made  provision  for  that 
service,  and  now  ’twill  be  too  late ; at  least,  I ought  to  think  so, 
by  a letter  I had  some  time  since  from  the  Levant  Company, 
letting  me  know  they  expected  their  ships  would  be  ready  at 
Smirna  in  December.  I have  taken  the  best  care  I could  about 
that  trade,  by  sending  six  ships  to  cruise  off  Cape  Passaro  till  the 
12th  of  February,  in  order  to  protect  their  coming  to  Messina, 
and  then  to  call  at  that  port  to  bring  them  down  if  they  be 
arrived.  A copy  of  Capt.  Killigrew’s  orders  I do  this  post 
transmit  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.” 

Remarks  on  Mercellis  and  Thoulon.  Proposal  for  a squadron 
to  be  employed  on  the  coast  of  Italy  next  summer,  while  the 
writer  is  watching  Thoulon.  Will  ask  Lord  Galloway  if  he  can 
be  serviceable  with  the  Fleet  in  any  design  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
may  have  with  the  Army. 

[P.S.]  Has  received  a letter  from  the  commander  of  the  ships 
at  Smirna,  of  27  Sept.,  stating  that  he  had  received  an  order  of 
30  March,  &c. 

Signed.  Re.  March  the  5th,  at  Eyford,  1694,  with  a list  of  the 
ships  at  Thoulon. 

Enclosure  : — “ Leiste  des  Vaisseaux  qui  sont  a Thoulon.” — 62 
names,  with  the  numbers  of  men  and  guns  in  each  ship. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,]  Jan.  16,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  am  extremely  obliged  to 
your  Grace  for  yours  of  the  22nd  Dec.  . . . 

“ My  Lord,  if  no  Parliament  should  be  called  this  spring  in 
Ireland,  it  is  to  be  considered  (all  circumstances  weighed)  the 
thoughts  that  men  may  have  about  addresses  for  one ; or  otherwise, 
whether  they  may  not  reserve  themselves  for  the  next  sessions  of 
Parliament  in  England,  in  order  to  obtain  wholesome  laws,  by 
which  they  may  prevent  future  insurrections,  to  the  destruction  of 
the  [their  ?]  fortunes  and  families. 

“ I know  not  whether  addresses  to  his  Majesty  upon  this 
occasion  are  expected,  they  formerly  having  been  used  to  so  ill 
purposes ; but  if  any  advice  comes  from  your  Grace  to  that 
purpose,  care  shall  be  taken  therein.” 

Endorsed-.  Jan.  the  18  [sic].  Re.  the  22,  169|. 

The  Trials  in  Lancashire. 

1694  [-5],  Jan.  25,  Friday. — Order  by  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
on  Monday  next  the  House  shall  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
ceedings relating  to  the  late  trials  in  Lancashire,  &c. 

Copy,  endorsed  hy  Vernon. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694-5,  [Jan.  28-]  Feb.  7,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — His  letters 
delayed  by  a postmaster.  The  weather  is  still  very  bad,  and 
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prevents  the  Fleet  fitting  out  for  sea.  The  Eumney  has  arrived 
in  seven  days  from  the  Start,  and  the  Bonadventure  in  nine  days 
from  Plymouth,  the  latter  with  two  victualling  ships.  Letters 
from  and  to  Lord  Galloway. 

“I  here  send  your  Grace  some  news  that  comes  from  a priest 
in  the  late  King’s  family.  I have  a letter  every  post  from  him. 
I do  not  know  how  well  he  is  acquainted  with  things,  but  I 
believe  he  writes  what  he  hears.  They  come  to  a merchant  in 
this  place,  that  money  has  prevailed  upon  to  keep  this  corres- 
pondence. I lament  extremely  the  loss  of  the  Queen,  and  we  are 
expressing  it  in  the  best  manner  we  can  by  mourning.” 

Sends  intelligence  from  Mercellis.*^ 

Signed.  Re.  at  Eyford,  March  the  7th,  o.s.,  1694. 

Newsletters  from  Marseilles  and  Toulon. 

1695,  Feb.  [1-]  11,  and  [5-]  15. — (1)  “Extract  of  a letter 
from  Mercellis,  Feb.  11,  1695,  n.s. 

“ I came  from  Thoulon  four  days  since,  in  which  place  I was 
six  days,  where  I had  a full  view  of  all  their  ships,  which  are  in 
number  sixty.  They  are  all  unrigged,  and  not  yet  begun  withall 
to  caulk  or  refit  in  any  kind.  They  have  very  few  seamen  in  the 
town,  and  only  a guard  of  men  in  some  of  their  ships.  They 
discourse  as  if  their  orders  were  come  from  the  Court  to  fit  the 
fleet  at  Thoulon,  which  was  to  be  joined  by  forty  considerable 
ships  that  are  expected  from  West  France. 

(2)  “Extract  of  another  letter  from  Thoulon,  Feb.  15,  95,  n.s. 

“ I have  this  day  been  here  a month,  and  have  had  opportunity 
to  view  the  ships  in  this  port,  by  rowing  near  them.  I durst  not 
go  on  board,  lest  they  should  wonder  at  my  curiosity.  This 
fleet  (I  mean,  ships  for  a line)  are  about  sixty,  most  of  them 
good  ships.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  as  if  they  would  arm  out  all 
the  ships  here  this  summer,  though  they  talk  much  of  it,  and  say 
orders  are  come  from  the  Court  to  put  it  in  execution.  All 
things  are  very  scarce  and  dear,  especially  cordage  and  canvas 
of  all  sorts.  They  are  preparing  some  bread  and  flesh,  but  not 
any  great  quantity.  As  yet  they  have  done  nothing  towards 
careening  any  of  their  ships.  ’Tis  said  five  ships  of  considera- 
tion will  be  armed  out  with  diligence.  Orders  are  certainly 
given  for  fitting  all  their  galleys,  on  which  they  very  much 
depend.  They  report  here  that  your  Fleet  is  in  great  {sic)  of 
provisions,  and  from  deserters  and  sickness  is  in  want  of  eight 
thousand  men.  I could  have  convinced  them  of  their  mistake. 

“ The  fortifications  of  Thoulon  (I  mean  the  entrance  in)  I could 
only  see  at  a great  distance.  It  seems  to  be  very  strong,  with 
many  bombs  intermixed  with  their  guns.  It  aiipears  to  me  to  be 
a difl&cult  matter  to  attempt  it,  though,  by  the  concern  most 
people  here  appear  to  be  under,  I fancy  thei'e  is  a weakness 
somewhere  that  wall  be  difficult  for  me  to  discover.” 

Enclosed  in  Russell’s  letter  of  March  25-A])ril  4. 


* Not  found. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1694-5,  Feb.  9,  Eyford. — Has  received  his  letter  of  17  Dec. 
Wishes  him  success.  “The  weakness  of  my  eyesight  continuing 
still  upon  me,  I have  had  the  King’s  leave  to  come  hither,  to 
give  me  more  rest  than  it  is  possible  for  one  in  my  place  to  take 
at  London.  I find  but  little  alteration  yet.”  Eeturns  thanks 
for  the  intended  present. 

Copy. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Feb.  10-20,  Cadiz  Bay. — Has  received  his  letters  of 
18  Dec.  and  1 Jan.  Is  sorry  to  hear  of  his  ill  health.  “Ever 
since  I have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  known  to  you,  I have 
always  carried  in  my  heart  for  you  all  the  honour,  friendship, 
and  respect  that  is  possible  for  one  man  to  have  for  another.” 
Gives  advice.  “We  Presbyterians,  that  frequent  calling  upon 
God,  may  not  he  unprofitable  suitors  when  we  pray  for  your 
health.” 

The  rest  of  this  letter  is  printed  by  Coxe. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694-5,  Eeb.  [11-]21,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — Has  received  his  letters 
of  18  Dec.  and  1 Jan.,  and  a duplicate  of  his  letter  of  4 Dec.,  and 
Sir  Charles  Hedges’s  Report  relating  to  the  Genoezes.  Offered, 
at  the  King  of  Spain  s request,  to  send  a number  of  ships  to 
convoy  their  [the  Spaniards’]  men  [from  Italy]  to  Barcellona, 
if  they  would  procure  shipping  within  a certain  time,  hut  they 
still  delay  ; “ sloth  is  so  natural  a qualification  to  a Spaniard.” 
Has  sent  to  Lord  Galloway.  “ I have  sent  to  you  by  the  Berwick 
the  plan  [s]  of  Thoulon  and  Merseilles.”  The  wind  being  westerly, 
no  ships  have  been  able  to  get  out  of  the  Straits  for  more  than 
two  months.  The  English  and  Dutch  victuallers  have  arrived. 
The  ill  weather  has  prevented  the  fitting  [outj  of  the  Fleet. 
Sends  some  observations  on  the  Ministry  at  Madrid. 

Signed.  Enclosure  : — 

“ The  Great  Comedy  of  the  Tower  of  Babel  and  Confusion  of 
Tongues,  which  is  represented  in  Madrid  by  the  following 
persons. 

“ The  Majesty  Captivated  - - - The  King. 

The  Ambition  and  Power  - - The  present  Queen. 

The  Nobility  abused  - - - King’s  Mother. 

The  Heresy  exalted  - - - - Madam  Perlips. 

The  Purple  and  Ignorance  - - - The  Cardinal. 

The  All  and  Nothing  - - - Constable  de  Casteel.” 

{And  33  other  personages  and  public  bodies.) 

Ends  : “ The  Monarchy  ended,  and  the  Comedy  writ.” 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,  Feb.  25-] March  7,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — ...  “I  here 
inclose  you  a paper  that  probably  you  may  have  occasion  to  make 


use  of  before  the  summer  is  ended.  The  rest  of  the  ships  not 
marked  are  too  weak  and  crazy  to  remain  al)road  longer  than  the 
haith  [height]  of  summer.  If  they  should  he  kept  out,  to  return 
in  the  month  of  September,  I very  much  fear  many  of  them 
would  in  the  first  storm  go  to  the  bottom.  I have  not  sent  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  the  like  paper ; therefore,  if  you  2)lease, 
not  to* take  any  notice  that  I sent  it ; hut  if  occasion  offers,  please 
to  make  what  use  of  it  you  think  fit.”  . . . 

lie.  April  the  5th,  1695. 

Enclosure : — 

“A  List  of  his  Majesty’s  Ships  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  rates,  now  in  the  Mediterranean,  of  which  those  with  this 
mark  { \/)  against  their  names  may  he  in  a condition  to  remain  in 
these  seas  after  this  summer.” 

41  names,  of  whiclt  16  are  marked. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694-5,  [Feb.  25-]  March  7,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — “I  have  very 
little  more  to  trouble  your  Grace  with  at  this  time,  than  to 
acquaint  you  that  I have  received  a letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Cadiz,  that  he  has  provided  here  a sufficient  number  of  shipping 
to  transport  the  soldiers  from  Italy  to  Barcellona,  desiring  a 
convoy  for  them.  This  service  he  completed  by  the  29th  {sic)  of 
February,  n.s.,  which  proves  to  he  within  one  day  of  the  time  I 
desired,  when  I agreed  to  supply  them  with  a convoy.  The  ships 
of  war  might  return  hack  to  this  place,  hut  their  delays  in  every- 
thing are  so  terrible,  and  their  necessities  so  great,  that  my 
inclinations  being  to  comply  with  everything  his  Catholic  Majesty 
desires,  they  force  me  upon  many  difficulties  and  hazards,  as  par- 
ticularly in  this  matter,  the  season  of  the  year  being  so  far 
advanced  that  I may  probably  expect  the  French  has  [have] 
ready  armed  a greater  number  of  ships  to  intercept  them  than 
’tis  proper  to  detach  from  this  Fleet;  but  your  Grace  may  be 
assured  that  I will  do  what  lies  in  my  power  to  make  everytliing 
easy  to  them.  The  Fleet  here  will  be  ready  in  fourteen  or 
fifteen  days,  if  the  weather  proves  fine,  and  upon  that  considera- 
tion I think  to  perform  this  service  at  the  time  when  the  whole 
Fleet  will  be  nearest  to  sustain  them.  I have  advice  from 
Mersellis  that  orders  are  come  for  refitting  their  galleys  and  ships 
with  all  expedition,  and  though  ’tis  thought  that  men  will  be 
wanting,  yet  we  have  always  found  the  French  King  has  been 
able  to  remove  that  difficulty. 

“ In  my  humble  ojiinion  ’twould  be  much  for  the  service  of 
the  nation,  if  some  present  were  sent  to  the  Government  of  Algier, 
which  I am  told  they  expect ; and  if  such  a thing  be  approved  of, 
and  your  Grace  will  please  to  let  me  know  it,  I will  send  them 
that  advice  to  keep  them  in  better  humour. 

[P.S.]  “Being  informed  that  the  Portuguese  ships  and 
vessels  transport  French  goods  to  this  and  other  ports  of  S2)ain, 
I have  detained  one  or  two  that  I had  good  reason  to  suspect,  in 
order  to  her  [their  ?]  being  visited.  Probably  there  may  come  a 


complaint  of  this  from  the  King  of  Portugal.  If  I am  -too  busy 
in  this  matter,  your  Grace  will  please  to  inform  me.” 

Signed.  Ke.  Ap.  the  5th,  o.s.  1695. 


Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694-5,  March  [11-]21,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — The  weather  is  still 
bad.  Has  careened  all  except  two  ships.  Cannot  venture  up 
the  Straits  unless  provisions  arrive.  Impatient  to  have  the 
Spanish  transport  ships  convoyed  up  to  Finall. 

Signed.  E.  19  Apr. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  March  [11-]21,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — Regrets  to  learn  that 
his  health  is  not  perfectly  restored.  Writes  only  because  people 
will  he  asking,  what  news  from  Cadiz,  and  to  satisfy  Lord 
Nottingham.  Has  careened  all  the  three  deckts  [deckers]  hut 
two,  and  all  those  of  the  third  rate  that  were  most  to  be  feared, 
&c. 

“ I give  you  a thousand  thanks  for  your  favour  to  me  in 
speaking  to  the  King.  I would  not  make  him  uneasy  by  my 
asking,  but  much  rather  have  it  fall.  I am  afraid  I am  thought 
an  uneasy  man,  and  I swear,  if  I know  myself,  I had  rather  be  a 
dog  than  deserve  that  character.  If  people  will  judge  of  my 
temjier  by  my  being  uneasy  at  wintering  here,  that  I can’t  help. 
Whatever  froward  expressions  the  first  surprise  might  occasion, 
or  my  peevishness  after  my  sickness,  I hope  nobody  will  charge 
me  with  neglect.  ...” 

[P.S.]  “ I have  a man  returned  from  Tholone.”  . . . 

Re.  19  April  1695. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1694  [-5] , March  12,  Whitehall. — “ Whilst  I was  in  the 
country  I received  your  two  letters  of  the  23rd  January  and  the 
7th  Feh.,  both  n.s.,  and  have  read  them  to  his  Majesty.  I was 
in  hopes  this  Fleet,  designed  to  carry  the  men,  bomb-vessels,  and 
provisions,  would  sooner  have  been  ready,  but  at  my  arrival  here 
find  they  are  not  yet  gone,  though  now  waiting  nothing  but 
weather  to  carry  the  transport  ships,  on  which  the  four 
Reg  [iments]  are  designed  to  embark,  from  the  River  to  Ports- 
mouth. If  they  have  as  expeditious  a voyage  as  that  you  mention 
of  the  Romney  or  the  Bonadventure,  I hope  they  may  yet  arrive 
soon  enough  ; for  his  Majesty  is  very  desirous  you  should  lose  no 
time  in  putting  to  sea,  and  concludes  my  Lord  Galloway  and  you 
will  agree  upon  such  measures  as  may  be  most  for  his  service 
and  the  public  good. 

“ Several  accounts  we  have  from  France  agree  with  what  you 
have  received  from  Marseiles,  that  the  French  will  put  out  no 
fleet  this  year,  at  least,  not  their  great  ships.  I may  very  well  be 
mistaken,  but  I am  rather  apt  to  give  credit  to  that  than  to  your 
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other  letter  of  intelligence,  that  they  design  invading  us  this 
summer.  However,  when  there  is  but  a bare  possibility  of  such 
an  attempt,  and  that  one  considers  the  strength  you  have  with 
you,  and  what  is  left  for  the  defence  of  us  and  these  seas,  you  will 
agree  his  Majesty  cannot  reasonably  think  of  diminishing  the 
strength  here ; but,  notwithstanding  that,  and  the  list  you  have 
sent  of  the  ships  at  Thoulon,  [he]  hopes  you  will  have  force 
sufficient  to  do  what  can  be  done  in  those  seas.” 

The  order  of  30  March  to  the  commander  at  Smyrna  was 
countermanded  by  another  from  the  Queen  of  21  Aug.  A letter 
had  from  Capt.  Wakelin  of  21  Nov.  says  he  had  received  the  latter. 
Col.  Steward  commands  the  landmen  designed  for  Cadiz,  and  is 
leaving  for  Portsmouth.  The  victualling  and  bomb-vessels  with 
the  convoy  are  at  Spithead. 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbuey  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1694 [-5],  March  14,  Whitehall. — “His  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  by  me  to  direct  Sir  Geo.  Rook  and  Mr.  Preistman  to  draw 
a project  in  what  manner  a fleet  may  be  kept  the  next  winter  in 
the  Mediterranean,  equal  if  not  superior  to  that  the  French  have 
in  those  seas.  These  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  as  there  are 
many  of  the  ships  now  with  you  [which]  will  not  be  in  a condition 
to  continue  there  another  season,  so  there  are  some  here  too  old 
and  too  weak  to  be  ventured  upon  such  a service.  They  therefore 
agree  that  if  his  Majesty  resolve  upon  a strength  equal  to  what 
I have  mentioned,  it  must  be  composed  partly  of  ships  now  at 
Cadiz,  which  may  be  able  to  stay  there  another  winter,  and  partly 
of  such  ships  as  may  be  sent  from  hence,  you  returning  hither 
those  that  are  unfit  to  continue  there.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft.  Endorsed  : A duplicate  of  this  was  sent  (&c.). 

Gilbert  Heathcote  to  Shrewsbury. 

1694-5,  March  18,  St.  Swithin’s  Lane. — “ The  Eastland 
Merchants  having  been  with  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  desire 
protection  only  for  forty  men  to  fit  out  five  ships  to  carry  out  our 
manufactures  to  seA^eral  ports  of  the  Baltick  Sea,  it  was  denied 
them;  upon  which  they  petitioned  his  Majesty  in  Council,  offering 
(I  think)  unanswerable  reasons,  and  a necessity  for  it,  and 
attended  again  last  night  at  the  door,  but  it  was  not  granted.” 
Considers  this  an  injury  to  trade,  and  consequently  to  the  revenue, 
on  which  the  continuance  of  the  war  depends.  Refers  to  “ the 
villainous  trades  of  defacing  and  clipping  our  coin  ; it  being 
computed  that  to  the  value  of  eight  or  ten  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  their  clippings  have  been  melted  into  ingots  and  sent 
abroad.”  Scarcity  of  silver,  &c.  Signed. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1694  [-5],  March  20,  Whitehall. — “ The  convoy  at  Portsmouth 
being  ready  to  sail  with  the  landmen,  bomb -vessels,  and  provisions, 
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I here  enclose  a duplicate  of  what  I writ  upon  the  14th.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft.  Endorsed : A duplicate  of  this  sent  March 
the  26th. 


Admiral  Russell  to  Sec.  Trenchard. 

1695,  [March  25-]  April  4,  n.s.,  Cadiz  Bay. — Has  received  his 
letter  of  12  Feb.  Is  sorry  that  he  is  not  better  in  health.  “ I 
am  afraid  your  correspondent  in  Province  [Provence]  mistakes 
the  number  of  ships  in  Thoulon,  for  by  all  the  accounts  I have 
received  their  number  is  sixty  at  least,  and  ships  of  greater 
strength  than  what  he  puts  dowm.  I do  not  find  they  have  any 
design  of  arming  their  whole  number  this  summer,  but  those 
advices  I do  not  entirely  rely  on.  I should  he  very  glad  the 
victualling  ships  and  men  were  arrived  with  us,  both  which  I am 
in  great  want  of,  and  am  afraid  shall  hardly  be  able  to  proceed  up 
the  Straits  till  they  come  to  me,  which  may  prove  to  be  of  ill 
consequence  if  the  French  make  any  early  attempt  upon 
Catalonia.  I do  not  trouble  you  with  the  news  of  our  cruisers 
in  the  Levant,  believing  you  have  received  an  account  from 
Livorne.” 

Signed.  Endorsed  : R.  May  the  3rd,  o.s. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,  (March  25-)  April  4,  n.s.,  Cadiz.] — “I  can  now  send 
your  Grace  word  that  the  ships  here  with  me  are  all  ready  for 
the  sea,  but  we  want  the  main  ingredients,  men  and  provisions, 
both  which  I am  hourly  expecting  ; and  if  I have  no  news  by  the 
next  post  of  their  departure  from  England,  I will,  if  it  be  possible 
for  me  to  complete  the  Fleet  to  six  weeks’  proAusions,  venture  up 
the  Straits  with  these  transport  ships,  for  if  those  men  Avere  put 
into  Catalonia,  I should  not  be  under  any  great  apprehension  of 
the  loss  of  that  kingdom,  without  which  they  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  make  the  least  resistance. 

“Long  before  this  will  arrive  I suppose  your  Grace  has  had, 
by  the  way  of  Livorne,  the  news  of  my  cruisers  taking  two  French 
men-of-war  ; therefore  I do  not  trouble  you  with  the  account  of 
it.  The  King  has  lost  a pretty  officer  in  Captain  Killigrew,  who 
was  a very  good  man,  and  one  I had  a particular  kindness  for. 

“I  herewith  transmit  you  the  news  I have  from  Marselis 
and  Thoulon, which  I am  inclined  to  believe,  I having  three 
persons  in  those  parts,  whose  relations  pretty  near  agree  with 
one  another.  The  French  are  even  with  me,  for  in  this  town 
they  have  spies  in  abundance,  one  of  which  I was  very  near 
having  in  custody  about  ten  days  since.  They  have  three  fellows 
[who]  lie  ready  to  go  with  any  extraordinary  intelligence,  which 
I suppose  they  depend  upon  for  making  greater  diligence  than  a 
Spaniard  will.  The  French  give  more  money  to  protect  them 
than  I can  to  have  them  seized,  so  they  are  likely  to  remain  for 
the  service  they  design  them. 


See  Feb  1-11. 
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“ Your  Grace  will  j)lease  to  acquaint  the  King  that  he  must 
not  expect  any  ships  or  galleys  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  to  join  his 
Fleet  this  summer.  I have  set  up  two  half-galleys,  that  will 
be  constantly  going  this  summer  between  Barcellona  and  Finall, 
by  which  means  letters  will  pass  between  my  Lord  Galloway  and 
me  with  more  expedition  than  by  land.” 

Signed.  Endorsed  hy  Shrewsbury : Mr.  Russell.  Cadiz, 
without  date ; supposed  to  be  the  4th  Ap.,  n.s.  R.  the  3rd  May, 
O.S.,  1695. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1695,  March  26,  Whitehall. — . . . “ Sir  George  Rook  and 

Mr.  Preistman  have  laid  a scheme  before  the  King.  ...  By 
the  calculation  they  can  make,  I find  it  will  be  very  hard  to  pick 
out  a force  sufficient  to  be  masters  there  another  sum- 
mer  

“ The  plan  of  Thoulon  which  you  mention  is  come  to  my 
hands,  though  from  whence  I cannot  well  tell,  having  had  no 
letter  to  inform  me.  The  King  has  another  from  my  Lord  Galloway, 
who  says  he  has  sent  the  same  to  you.  He  has  also  in  writing 
set  down  the  difficulties  of  attempting  to  burn  the  ships  or  town, 
of  which  I pretend  to  make  no  judgment ; only  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  a few  Regiments  could  be  got  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to 
join  those  the  King  has  in  pay  in  that  service  and  the  four 
Reg  [iments]  you  will  have  on  board  you,  they  might  be  strong 
enough  to  possess  some  post  upon  the  hills  near  Toulon,  from 
whence  the  town  and  the  haven  might  be  bombarded.  I heartily 
wish  something  of  this  kind  could  be  done,  because  the  destroying 
those  ships  is  to  be  preferred  before  a success  of  any  other  kind 
one  could  wish  for.  Then  either  peace  or  war  would  be  safe  to 
England. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  just  received  a note  for  the  wine  and  the 
Parmesan  cheese  you  have  sent  me,  for  which  I give  you 
thanks.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1696,  April  9,  London. — Has  received  his  letters  of  21  Feb, 
and  7 March,  both  n.s.  “ His  Majesty  seems  well  satisfied  that 
the  Fleet  will  be  ready  so  soon  to  put  to  sea.  He  has  directed 
me  to  enquire  what  has  been  the  custom  of  presenting  the 
Government  of  Algiers,  being  willing  to  show  them  the  same 
ciffilities  they  have  formerly  received,  but  not  to  create  new 
precedents.  A return  to  this  (sic)  you  shall  receive  by  the  next 
post,  and  also  an  account  of  what  answer  his  Majesty  has 
commanded  to  be  made  to  the  Portugal  Envoy6’s  complaint  of 
your  stopping  and  searching  their  ships.”  Encloses  copy  of  a 
complaint  by  one  who  calls  himself  the  Agent  of  Genua. 

Autograph  draft. 
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Admibal  Kussell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  April  12,  o.s.,  Cadiz  Bay.— “This  morning  the  convoy 
with  the  victuallers  and  bomb  ships  arrived  in  this  Bay,  winch 
was  at  a time  when  they  were  very  much  wanted,  I having  con- 
cluded to  put  to  sea  with  the  Fleet,  with  no  more  provisions  than 
for  one  month.”  Sends  this  by  an  express  going  to  Madrid. 

Signed.  R.  17  May. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  April  16,  o.s.,  Cadiz  Bay,  on  board  the  Britannia. — Has 
received  his  letters  of  12  and  14  March.  “ Nothing  but  the 
weather  prevents  my  going  to  sea ; as  it  has  been  all  this  winter, 
so  it  still  continues.  I very  impatiently  wait  for  that  good  hour, 
fearing  Catalonia  is  in  a very  ill  posture  of  defence,  and  therefore 
would  fain  have  that  small  addition  of  men  from  Finall  to  rein- 
force that  kingdom,  which  the  Spaniards  do  daily  solicit  for. 
The  Dutch  convoy  with  provisions  is  not  yet  arrived,  which  they 
are  in  great  want  of.  I find  by  Brigadier  Stewart  the  officers 
with  him  are  in  great  want  of  money.”  . . . Sends  a list'”'  of 
ships  able  to  stay  abroad  another  winter.  Stores  in  custody  of 
the  commissioners  here,  &c.  Has  not  yet  had  an  answer  from 
Lord  Galloway. 

Signed.  R.  17  May. 

Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  April  16-26,  Britannia,  in  Cadiz  Bay. — Has  received 
his  letter  of  12  March.  Sends  this  to  the  Corrona  [Corunna]  by 
express.  “ I am  extremely  proud,”  &c.  (See  Coxe.) 

On  7 Feb.  sent  a list  of  ships  that  might  be  kept  abroad  another 
winter;  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  received.  Sends 
another,  with  additions.  It  is  impossible  to  leave  men  behind  ; 
most  of  them  have  been  absent  from  their  families  two  years,  and 
few  ships  have  more  than  necessary ; and  at  least  500  must  be 
sent  to  bring  the  two  French  ships  home  from  Massina.  The 
Commissioners  will  transmit  an  account  of  stores  to  the  Navy 
Board.  The  ships  to  be  sent  out  should  be  largely  supplied  with 
stores,  which  would  come  in  as  good  condition  as  if  sent  by 
transport  ships. 

“ The  next  thing,”  &e.  (See  (Joxe.) 

“ The  orders  which  are  to  come  about  these  matters  I desire 
may  be  sent  by  the  way  of  Madrid,  to  be  forwarded  to  me  by 
Mr.  Stanup  [Stanhope]  ; as  also  to  Livorn,  Genoa,  or  Finall,  lest 
they  should  miscarry  or  come  too  late  to  execute  what  his  Majesty 
designs.  At  Finall  I have  settled  two  boats  to  go  and  come 
between  that  place  and  Barcellona,  but  as  yet  have  not  had  any 
trial  of  what  diligence  they  make.  . 

“ I suppose  the  King  does  not  design  to  have  here  any  more 
than  three  English  flags  ; that  I think  a number  sufficient  for  the 


Not  found. 
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squadron.  I found  one  here,  and  therefore  continued  liim.  I 
fancy  all  these  will  be  changed  for  others  from  England  ; but 
lest  there  should  he  any  thoughts  to  the  contrary,  I must  beg 
your  favour  that  Yice-Admiral  Aylmer  may  return  with  me,”  he 
being  in  ill  health. 

Signed. 


Sheewsbury  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1695,  April  23,  'Whitehall. — “ I send  you  a copy  of  the  Portu- 
gal! Envoy’s  memorial,  presented  to  the  King,  concerning  two 
ships  that  you  have  stopped  in  the  Port  of  Gibraltar,  as  also  a 
copy  of  the  answer  his  Majesty  commanded  me  to  make  ; by 
which  you  will  understand  his  Majesty’s  intentions  in  these  and 
the  like  cases,  that  the  Portuguese  have  not  any  disturbance  in 
their  commerce  any  further  than  as  they  shall  be  found  convoy- 
ing French  goods,  which  ought  not  to  be  more  privileged  in  their 
ships  than  our  merchants’  effects  are,  the  Treaty  between  Portugall 
and  France  being  the  same  they  have  with  us. 

“At  the  desire  of  the  Bishop  of  London  [Compton],  his 
klajesty  would  have  you  write  in  his  name  to  the  Emperor  of 
Fez  that  a reasonable  ransom  be  set  upon  all  the  English, 
Scotch,  and  Irish  who  are  now  in  slavery  under  him,  which  I 
suppose  is  in  order  to  have  care  taken  for  their  being  released. 

“ The  Chancellor  of  Scotland  [Tweeddale] , since  his  being 
here,  has  solicited  his  Majesty  that  it  might  be  recommended  to 
you  to  use  your  endeavours  that  the  Scots  trading  into  the 
Mediterranean  might  no  more  be  molested  by  the  Governments 
of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli  than  the  English  are ; which  his 
klajesty  commands  me  to  signify  to  you,  and  that  you  procure 
them  what  security  you  can.  By  our  Treaty  with  Alger  (sic)  it 
is  expressly  agreed  that  a passport  from  the  Adm  [iral]  or  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  in  Scotland  shall  be  equally  considered 
with  the  like  passport  from  England ; and  his  Majesty  has  lately 
appointed  a Commission  of  Admiralty  in  Scotland,  composed  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Yester,  the  Advocate,  the  Justice 
Clerk,  Sir  John  Maxwell,  Sir  k'rancis  Scott,  and  Baillie  Charters. 
Ilis  Majesty  therefore  would  have  you  put  that  Government  in 
mind,  either  by  the  Consul  or  what  other  way  you  think  tit,  that 
they  give  orders  to  have  those  passports  duly  respected.  The 
Treaty  of  Tripoly  takes  notice  only  of  the  English  passports,  but 
’tis  no  doubt  the  others  were  equally  intended,  though  they  are 
not  expressly  mentioned.  It’s  further  provided,  where  there  are 
no  passports,  the  vessel  shall  go  free  when  the  major  part  of  the 
ship’s  company  are  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  which 
includes  the  Scotch  as  well  as  the  English,  and  therefore  his 
Majesty  would  have  you  take  care  in  some  manner  that  they 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  trade,  as  his  subjects. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  your  letters  of  the  21st  past,  n.s.,”  &c. 

Copy. 
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Appointment  of  Lords  Justices. 

[1695,  April.] — 1.  Draft  Commission  in  blank  to  several 
persons  “ to  execute  the  office  and  place  of  Guardian  of  the 
Eealm,”  during  the  King’s  absence  abroad  in  the  war. 

2.  Draft  Instructions  to  the  same,  in  Secretary  Vernon’s  hand, 
much  corrected  by  Shrewsbury.  4 pp. 

3.  Notes  relating  to  the  same  (heads  of  instructions).  1 p. 

4-7.  Four  drafts  by  Shrewsbury  of  portions  of  the  same 

Commission  and  Instructions.  The  third  is  headed : Lord  Kom- 
ney’s  Instructions.  The  last  is  endorsed : About  the  Patent 
for  the  Lords  Justices  of  England.  8 pp. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  May  4,  Whitehall. — “Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop,  Lord 
Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord 
Godolphin. 

“ Ask  the  King  in  what  manner  the  Lords  are  to  sit  in 
Council. 

“ That  his  Majesty  will  please  to  settle  the  style  of  the  Lords 
by  calling  them  Lords  Justices.  [In  margin  .■]  Granted. 

“ Know  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  upon  the  Parliament  in  Ireland. 

“ Mr.  Blaithwayt  to  be  called  in  upon  the  5th  article. 

“To  know  the  King’s  pleasure  with  relation  to  the  orders  to 
be  given  to  the  Admiralty  [touching]  the  Fleet  in  the  Straits 
and  the  Fleet  at  home. 

“An  instruction  at  the  end  to  follow  such  instructions  as  we 
shall  receive  from  time  to  time. 

“Whitehall,  the  same  day  and  the  same  persons,  the  King 
only  [also  ?]  present. — That  from  time  to  time  they  follow  such 
instructions  as  they  shall  receive  from  his  Majesty. 

“ If  the  King  does  not  speak  at  Council,  then  a letter  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  direct  them  to  order  the  Admirals  and 
other  officers  of  the  Fleet  to  obey  such  orders  as  they  shall  receive 
from  the  Lords  Justices.” 

1695,  May  4,  Whitehall,  afternoon. — “ To  have  door-keepers 
attend. 

“ The  Admiralty  to  attend  tomorrow,  when  these  Lords  wait 
upon  his  Majesty. 

“And  have  a letter  prepared  in  ease  they  require  it  for  what  is 
above  mentioned.” 

In  Shrewsbury' s hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

[1695,]  May  4. — “Instructions  to  Mr.  Bussell. 

“ To  protect  our  trade.  To  protect  the  coast  of  Spain. 

“ To  put  the  4 Regiments  into  Barcelona,  if  like  to  be  attacked, 
and  that  he  be  in  no  condition  of  making  any  successful  attempt 
at  Toulon  or  Marseilles  without  a greater  force. 
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“ The  King  can’t  resolve  how  the  Fleet  shall  he  employed  in 
these  seas  till  Sir  G.  Rook  returns  from  Holland. 

“ As  to  the  adjusting  of  a time  for  the  return  of  those  ships 
which  are  to  come  home  this  winter,  and  for  the  sending  other 
ships  from  hence  to  supply  their  place,  the  King  thinks  that  must 
be  governed  by  such  intelligence  as  we  shall  have  of  the  enemy’s 
intentions,  and  the  ships  must  go  out  from  hence,  or  return  from 
thence,  sooner  or  later,  accordingly. 

“ The  bomb-vessels  to  be  hastened.” 

In  Shrewsbury' s hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  May  4,  afternoon. — “ The  King,  Lord  Keeper,  Arch- 
bishop, Lord  Privy  [Seal],  Lord  Steward,  Shrewsbury,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  Lord  Godolphin. 

“ That  Mr.  Russell  have  orders  to  throw  the  four  Regiments 
into  Barcelona  in  case  the  place  be  in  danger  to  he  attacked,  that 
they  want  them  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  and  that  he  do  not 
want  them  for  any  attempt  he  may  make  at  land. 

“ Protect  our  trade,  and  protect  the  coasts  of  Spain,  and  as 
much  as  in  him  lies  prevent  any  attempts  the  French  should 
make,  and  particularly  to  succour  Barcelona. 

“ To  press  the  bomb-vessels. 

“ Lord  Cape [1] , Lord  Deputy:  instructions  and  commission.” 

In  Shrewsbury' s hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  May  4,  Kensington. — “ To  be  added  to  the  Lord  Deputy’s 
Instructions  : — 

“ Whereas  by  Commission  under  our  Great  Seal  we  have 
appointed Guardians  and  Justices  of  this  our  king- 

dom for  the  administration  of  the  Government  during  our  absence 
beyond  seas,  you  are  to  make  the  same  application  to  them  upon 
all  occasions  as  you  would  to  us  if  we  were  residing  here ; and 
you  are  also  to  follow  and  observe  the  orders  and  directions 
which  they  shall  send  you  from  time  to  time,  in  like  manner  as 
if  the  same  were  given  by  us. 

“We  having  left  directions  with  the  said  Justices  for  calling 
a Parliament  in  Ireland  as  soon  as  may  be,  you  are  to  pursue  the 
instructions  they  shall  send  you  relating  thereunto ; and  you 
shall  be  constant  in  advising  them  of  all  proceedings  of  moment 
in  Parliament,  and  what  further  directions  they  shall  think  fit  to 
give  you  thereupon  you  shall  be  careful  to  comply  with,  unless 
in  such  cases  as  we  shall  think  fit  to  signify  our  pleasure  to  the 
contrary,  under  our  sign  manual.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,]  May  12,  Dublin  Castle. — “ I cannot  omit  my  par- 
ticular thanks  to  your  Grace,  for  your  care  of  this  poor  country, 
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in  obtaining  for  them  the  King’s  order  to  the  Admiralty  to  send 
us  two  fourth-rate  frigates,  it  being  so  answerable  to  the 
assurance  your  Grace  has  ever  given  me,  of  being  a friend  to 
it. 

“ I must  likewise  assure  your  Grace  of  the  satisfaction  I take 
in  your  being,  by  the  death  of  Secretary  Trenchard,  in  the  office 
which  brings  the  business  of  this  kingdom  so  entirely  into  your 
hands.  I shall  therefore  apply  myself  in  the  public  matters  (as 
well  as  what  may  concern  me  in  particular)  to  the  assistance  and 
favour  of  your  Grace. 

[P.S.]  “ Since  my  writing  this,  a packet  is  come  in  which 

brings  me  your  Grace’s  of  May  the  1st,  which  makes  me 
concerned  for  the  remaining  illness  of  your  eyes,  and  I shall 
ever  be  so,  when  anything  befalls  your  health  or  interest. 

“It  is  very  reasonable  for  Mr.  Keightly  to  say  those  things  he 
did  to  a person  so  much  my  friend  as  your  Grace  is  pleased  to 
be  ; but  I think  I have  too  good  grounds  not  to  believe  what  I 
mentioned  to  him  in  the  bit  of  paper  enclosed  in  my  letter  to  him. 
To  be  free  with  your  Grace,  I fear  this  gentleman  is  more  in 
concert  with  some  in  great  place  here,  who  have  left  no  stone 
unturned  to  prevent  the  meeting  of  a Parliament,  or  at  least  to 
get  others  joined  with  me  (which  they  knew  I would  not  submit  to), 
than  free  to  join  those  that  would  willing [ly]  set  this  miserable 
people  upon  a secure  Protestant  bottom,  and  consequently  an 
increase  of  strength  to  his  Majesty’s  interest. 

“ And  to  satisfy  your  Grace  this  kingdom  can  as  little  subsist 
at  the  rate  the  Kevenue  falls,  as  it  can  without  a Parliament  to 
settle  it  after  so  great  a Eevolution,  I have  enclosed  a paper  given 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Kevenue,  where  it  appears  that  this 
last  quarter  it  is  fallen  5,832k,  and  the  ablest  of  them  tell  me 
they  believe  it  will  fall  this  year  near  forty  thousand  pounds. 

“I  take  this  more  unkindly  of  Mr.  Keightly,  for  if  ever  I 
obliged  any  man,  by  engaging  my  Lord  Portland  for  to  assist 
him  in  his  grant,  it  is  he. 

“ Pray,  my  Lord,  forgive  the  ill  manners  in  writing  your 
Grace  such  a long  postscript,  but  the  post  will  not  permit  me  to 
write  over  my  letter  again. 

[P.P.S.]  “Since  the  writing  my  letter,  I have  word  brought 
me  that  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  Rennalls  of  the  King’s  Bench  is 
like  to  die,  and  that  Mr.  Justice  Coote  will,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water,  put  in  for  it.  He  is  so  young  a man,  and  so  unread, 
that  ’tis  not  possible  the  subject  can  have  the  benefit  of  the  laws 
under  his  administration  ; and  therefore  I hope  your  Grace  will 
prevent  his  endeavours,  and  (when  it  is  proper)  I will  endeavour 
to  represent  the  most  able  men  for  that  station  to  your  Grace, 
though  (God  knows)  there  are  very  few  such  here.” 

Re.  the  17th,  1695. 

D.  Abeecromby  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1695,  May.]  — “ I am  not  so  happy  as  to  be  particularly  known 
to  your  (Trace.  ...  I was  forced  out  of  the  kingdom  in  the  late 
reign  with  my  family  for  writing  against  Popery  and  arbitrary 
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power,  and  instead  of  getting  (sic)  by  this  Government,  since  my 
return  from  Holland,  I have  served  it  hitherto  at  my  own  charge. 
. . . I desire  to  correspond  with  your  Grace  alone,  and  shall, 
when  anything  of  moment  offers,  wait  upon  your  Grace  at  your 
own  house,  not  at  the  office.  I am  to  be  informed  of  something 
of  consequence  within  a few  days.  . . . 

[P.S.]  “ I gave  first  of  all  an  account  to  the  late  Lord 

Fa  [1]  kland,  two  months  before  the  thing  was  publicly  known,  of 
the  late  King’s  design  to  invade  England  ; as  I did  likewise 
inform  the  said  Lord,  three  months  before  our  Smirna  fleet 
sailed,  that  Tourville  was  designed  towards  the  Straits  to  intercept 
it.”  . . . 


[D.  Abeecromby  to  Shrewsbury.] 

1695,  May  18. — . . . “It  is  very  certain  there  has  lately 

been  held  a great  Council  at  the  French  Court,  to  consult  about 
what  may  be  done  towards  the  restoration  of  King  Janies  during 
the  King’s  absence.  . . . The  French  Court  inclines  to  send 

him  over  with  a small  body  of  men  at  first,  and  a whiddlingling 
[wheedling  ?]  proclamation  upon  his  landing.  . . . Yea,  the 

matter  has  been  proposed  by  Mons.  Ponchartin  in  the  French 
King’s  name  to  King  James,  who  told  the  said  Ponchartin  that 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  should  know  his  final  resolution  upon 
the  coming  of  an  express  he  expected  from  England,  and  [that 
he]  w’ould  then  concert  with  his  Majesty  the  time,  place,  and 
method  of  his  coming  over. 

“ I can  discover  nothing  more  of  Gideon  Murray’s  intrigues, 
save  only  that  one  Kamsey,  a Scotch  gentleman,  and  an  acquaint- 
ance formerly  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon’s,  is  concerned  in  the  same 
husiness.  . . . The  Lancaster  business  . . . undoubtedly 

was  a real  plot,  and  yet  your  Grace  knows  what  became  of  it ; 
and  had  not  the  Parliament  taken  notice  of  that  matter,  the  door 
had  been  open  to  plotting  against  the  Government  without  any 
possibility  of  a remedy.” 

In  Abercromhy’s  hand,  hut  not  signed. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1695,  May  21,  London. — “My  other  letter  that  comes  with 
this  packet  is  half  as  Secretary  and  half  as  Justice;  for  the  future 
I conclude  you  will  receive  his  Majesty’s  orders  by  Mr.  Blaithwayt, 
and  what  the  Justices  have  to  say  either  from  themselves  or  from 
Mr.  Vernon  by  their  order,  he  at  present  serving  that  Commission 
as  Secretary. 

“I  must  ask  your  pardon  if  you  see  a letter  from  me  in  behalf 
of  one  Mr.  Griffith  to  be  preferred  under  you  upon  Mr.  Stephens’ 
death.  His  father  is  a minister  among  the  Independents,  which 
I esteem  the  honestest  sect  among  you  of  the  sober  party,*''  and 
my  long  acquaintance ; so  I could  not  refuse  him  this  letter,  but 
you  may  dispose  of  the  place  as  you  think  fit. 

* The  four  preceding  words  are  substituted  for  '■  Phanatieks.” 
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“I  did  so  much  imagine  you  would  not  be  satisfied  witli  staying 
another  year  abroad,  that  I have  prepared  his  Majesty  for  what 
your  letter  now  will  explain.  I believe  he  designs  Sir  George 
Kook  to  command  that  Fleet. 

“I  have  yet  perused  neither  your  piece  of  red  wine  nor  the 
St.  Martin,  but  they  will  I believe  both  be  very  good,  which  makes 
me  the  more  regret  the  Coruna  (?),  which  I can  hear  nothing  of.” 
Autograph  draft. 

Shbewsbuby  to  Admibal  Russell. 

1695,  May  21,  London. — “ Upon  the  17th  of  this  month  I 
received  a letter  from  you  of  the  12th  of  April,  and  at  the  same 
time  two  more,  both  dated  the  16th  of  the  same  month.  His 
Majesty  being  then  gone  for  Holland,  I dispatched  copies  of 
them  and  of  the  papers  enclosed  in  them  by  that  night’s  post  to 
be  laid  before  him  there,  and  have  this  day  communicated  the 
originals  to  the  Justices  here,  who  have  writ  to  hasten  his 
Majesty’s  resolutions  upon  the  several  particulars  you  desire 
orders  upon.  My  Lord  Godolphine  tells  me  that  the  Treasury 
have  taken  care,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Admiralty,  to  furnish 
the  officers  with  money  who  are  in  Col.  Stewart’s  Brigade,  and 
whom  you  seemed  concerned  for. 

“ I here  enclosed  send  you  a duplicate  of  what  I writ  to  you  up- 
on the  7th  of  May  by  his  Majesty’s  command ; and  also  an  extract’'' 
of  such  intelligences  as  I have  had  from  Mr.  Sec.  Trenchard  and 
other  letters  I have  seen  of  the  preparations  the  French  make 
towards  setting  out  ships  in  their  several  ports,  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  acquainting  me  you  desired  some  information  of  this 
kind.  That  which  comes  from  Marseiles  will  be  old  to  you,  and 
less  exact  I suppose  than  other  advices  you  may  receive. 

“ Our  postmasters  here  complain  much  of  the  delays  given  to 
letters  that  pass  through  Spain.  It  is  of  that  importance  very 
often  to  have  them  dispatched  that  I desire  you  will  represent  it 
to  the  Court  of  Madrit,  believing  they  will  take  much  more  notice 
of  what  you  shall  say  than  if  it  came  from  Mr.  Stanhope,  to 
whom  I have  also  writ  by  this  post  to  complain  of  this  negligence, 
which  in  this  conjuncture  may  prove  of  ill  consequence  to  the 
common  interest.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sib  G.  Eooke  to  Shbewsbuby. 

1695,  May  25,  Jerman  Street. — “ The  King  has  commanded 
me  to  impart  to  your  Grace  a design  of  attempting  the  ships  at 
Brest ; but  the  particulars  being  too  long  to  recite  at  this 
distance,  I presume  to  give  your  Grace  this  trouble,  only  to  tell 
you  that,  previous  to  the  design,  the  King’s  or  the  Lords  Justices’ 
directions  must  be  signified  to  the  Admiralty,  that  they  do  give 
orders  that  a machine  or  fireship  be  forthwith  fitted,  for  a par- 
ticular service,  as  Mr.  Meesters  shall  direct,  who  is  and  has  been 
privy  to  the  design  from  the  beginning.  The  whole  matter 
depends  on  the  dispatch  of  this  particular.” 

Re.  at  Eyford,  26. 


* Not  found. 


187 


[D.  Abercromby  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[16]  95,  May  31. — “Your  Grace  may  depend  upon  the  following 
account,  viz.,  that  upon  the  arrival  of  two  expresses  from  England 
hy  the  way  of  Cal  [a]  is,  ’tis  finally  resolved  in  the  French  Court 
to  land  King  James  in  England  some  time  this  summer.  . . . 
Mons.  de  Genes  being  ordered  to  sea  with  a squadron  from 
Brest,”  &c. 

In  Abercromby' s hand,  but  not  signed. 

The  Earl  of  Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  June  3-13,  Camp  before  Casal. — Has  received  two  letters 
from  Admiral  Russell,  from  Cadiz,  of  2nd  May,  and  from  the 
Cap  de  Rose  of  the  21st.  He  reports  that  his  fleet  is  in  good 
condition,  and  that  the  troops  which  had  arrived  under  Brigadier 
Stewart  were  in  good  health.  Refers  to  designs  upon  Toulon, 
Nice,  and  Marseilles. 

French.  R.  June  25. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  June  4 [or  7?],  Dublin  Castle. — “I  have  received  your 
Grace’s  of  the  11th  of  May,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  signify  to 
me  his  Majesty’s  commands  in  reference  to  an  Act  to  he  brought  in 
this  session  of  Parliament  for  confirming  the  private  estate  of 
Mrs.  Villiers,  that  if  there  be  no  occasion  for  such  an  Act,  his 
Majesty  had  rather  the  matter  should  not  be  mentioned  there, 
but  if  there  be  a want  of  such  a confirmation,  his  Majesty  does 
consent,  and  gives  leave  that  such  a Bill  be  prepared. 

“ For  my  better  information  in  this  affair,  I have  advised  with 
Mrs.  Villiers  her  counsel,  who  think  it  necessary  such  an  Act 
should  pass  for  confirmation  of  this  estate,  for  the  grants  already 
made  to  Mr.  Guy  and  Mr.  Topham  are  without  any  consideration. 
There  is  likewise  no  quitrent  reserved,  which  is  required  by  the 
Act  of  Settlement  upon  any  alterations  of  this  estate,  other  than 
for  lives  or  for  years.  This  private  estate  was  also  never  in 
charge  in  the  Exchequer,  nor  any  forfeitures  thereof  found  by 
inquisition  or  otherwise  upon  record,  so  that  ’twill  be  liable  to  be 
resumed  by  the  Crown. 

“ ’Tis  fit  your  Grace  should  know  the  other  two  Lords  Justices 
refused  to  pass  this  estate  from  Mr.  Topham  to  Mrs.  Villiers 
according  to  the  King’s  letter  lately  sent  over,  though  they 
passed  it  before  from  Mr.  Guy  to  Mr.  Topham,  well  knowing  for 
whom  it  was  in  trust ; and  I think  Sir  Cyril  Wich  also  counter- 
signed the  warrant  for  passing  the  first  grant  to  Mr.  Guy.  I am 
told  they  value  themselves  now  in  refusing  to  pass  this  grant, 
which  has  caused  the  more  notice  to  he  taken  of  it,  and  indeed 
some  impressions  against  it. 

“ Since  my  being  alone  in  the  Government,  upon  application 
in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Villiers,  I have  signed  the  warrant  for  passing 
the  grant,  but  told  those  concerned  for  her,  I thought  it  more 
advisable  to  forbear  passing  the  patent  till  the  Parliament  had 
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met,  and  then,  without  mentioning  the  lady’s  name,  there  miglit 
be  a Bill  framed  for  vesting  this  estate  in  the  King,  to  be  disposed 
of  as  his  Majesty  should  think  fit ; in  the  passing  whereof  they 
would  be  assisted  by  my  Lord  Eomny’s  and  the  Earl  of  Athlone’s 
friends,  who  have  grants  from  the  Crown,  and  will  press  for  the 
like  Acts  of  confirmation  in  Parliament ; but  Mrs.  Villiers’ 
counsel  and  agents  pressing  me  to  j)ass  the  grant  according  to 
his  Majesty’s  letter,  I signed  the  w'arrant  for  the  same. 

“As  to  my  own  opinion,  since  the  Bills  must  pass  the  censure 
of  the  House,  I should  think  it  more  proper  to  have  the  heads  of 
it  arise  there,  than  to  be  sent  over  in  the  first  transmission.  And 
if  they  would  forbear  passing  the  patent  (for  the  warrant  yet  is 
only  signed)  till  the  sessions  of  Parliament,  whereby  it  would  not 
be  so  apparent  that  the  interest  was  in  Mrs.  Villiers,  the  Commons 
would,  I am  persuaded,  more  readily  concur  in  giving  their  assent 
to  what  is  desired.” 

Signed.  At  foot:  “ This  is  a copy  of  my  former  letter  which 
was  thrown  over  board  with  the  three  packets.” 

Endorsed  : June  the  4th.  Be.  the  19th.  Enclosure  : — 

[Opinions  respecting  the  proposed  Bill  relating  to  Mrs. 

Villiers’  Estate.] 

“ The  following  matters  are  offered  as  motives  and  reasons,  that 
it  is  highly  advisable  to  have  a Bill  for  vesting  the  private  estate 
in  the  King,  that  the  grants  intended  to  be  made  of  it,  or  any 
part  of  it,  may  have  the  effect  designed  by  his  Majesty. 

“ The  private  estate  is  that  estate  which  was  vested  in  the  Duke 
of  York  by  page  111  of  the  Act  of  Settlement,  which  vests  the 
lands  of  Begicides  in  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  heirs,  and  the 
reprise  he  had  when  any  part  of  the  lands  of  Begicides  w'ere 
evicted.  Eor  a great  part  of  these  lands  the  Duke  never  took  out 
any  patent,  nor  was  there  any  need  of  one,  the  lands  being 
immediately  in  him  by  the  Act.  There  never  was  any  office, 
inquisition,  or  other  matter  of  record  finding  what  w'ere  the  lands 
or  estate  of  which  the  Begicides  or  any  in  trust  for  them  stood 
seised;  and  after  the  Duke  of  York’s  accession  to  the  Crown,  that 
estate  was  never  put  in  charge  in  the  Exchequer,  but  managed 
and  kept  as  a private  and  particular  estate,  so  as  no  title  yet 
appeareth  on  record  in  the  Crown  to  those  lands,  nor  what  lands 
the  private  estate  are  or  consist  of,  which  seems  necessary  before 
the  King  can  effectually  grant  them. 

“ By  the  said  page  111  of  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  page  43 
of  the  Explanatory  Act,  if  those  lands  be  aliened  otherwise  than 
for  years  or  lives,  they  are  thereby  made  liable  to  the  full  quit- 
rent  equal  with  Soldiers’  and  Adventurers’  lands,  which  is  more 
than  the  rent  intended  to  be  reserved  on  the  grant  to  Mrs. 
Villiers,  and  therefore,  to  prevent  doubts,  it  is  thought  most 
secure  to  be  done  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

“ The  first  patent,  dated  June  93,  to  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Bochfort, 
and  Mr.  Hutton,  being  in  ti’ust  for  the  Crown  (as  is  said)  for  want 
of  a consideration  therein,  and  also  because  the  patentees,  pursuant 
to  directions  of  subsequent  letters  patents,  conveyed  their  estate 
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to  Richard  Topham  and  his  heirs,  which  was  a declaration  of  such 
a trust,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  Mrs.  Villiers  and  her  heirs  : 
the  conveyance  by  Richard  Topham  to  Mrs.  Villiers,  and  the 
patent  now  intented  to  be  passed  to  Mrs.  Villiers  and  her  heirs, 
having  no  better  consideration  than  the  first  patent,  will  be  liable 
to  the  same  objection,  which  cannot  be  remedied  anyway  so  well 
as  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Several  leases  and  contracts  have  been 
made  by  Mrs.  ATlliers  and  her  agents,  and  rents  have  been  paid 
to  them  since  the  passing  the  patent  to  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Rochfort, 
and  Mr.  Hutton,  for  Mrs.  Villiers’  use  ; and  it  will  be  for  the 
security  as  well  of  the  tenants  as  those  that  have  received  and 
paid  over  the  rents  to  have  what  leases  and  contracts  have  been 
made  and  rents  paid  ratified  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Rob.  Rochfort. 

Alan  Brodrick. 

“ Though  I be  not  clearly  of  the  same  opinion  in  relation  to 
the  trust,  but  rather  think  that  this  last  patent,  when  passed,  will 
extinguish  all  trusts  for  the  Crown,  yet  I am  of  opinion  that  both 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself  and  the  particular  instances 
mentioned  in  this  paper,  Mrs.  Villiers  has  sufficient  motives  to 
desire  an  Act  of  Parliament,  declaring  the  private  estate  to  have 
been  vested  in  the  Crown  at  the  time  of  passing  the  letters  patents, 
and  confirming  her  title,  and  also  providing  for  the  leases, 
receipts,  and  payments  of  her  trustees  and  agents. 

“1  June  95.  Ri.  Levinge. 

Rob*  Doyne.” 

Jam[es]  Clinch  to  Lord  Ailcshury. 

[1695,  June  8,  Paris.] — “ The  next  day  after  I arrived  here 
the  King  [of  France]  ordered  [me]  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Croisey, 
and  lay  before  him  the  state  of  matters  as  they  stood  at  my 
departure.  . . . He  seemed  entirely  convinced  there  was  a 
very  great  disposition  there  for  the  King  [James] , and  lamented 
his  master  was  not  at  present  in  circumstances  to  profit  of  it. 

• . . He  said  that  if  the  concerts  for  the  King  were  so  wide, 

and  the  disgust  against  the  P.  of  Orange  so  general,  as  that  seven 
or  eight  thousand  could  do  the  work,  that  was  a thing  his  master 
could  do  at  any  time,  and  in  any  season.  . . 

“I  had  a jn’etty  long  discourse  with  Lord  Middleton  upon  what 
I had  the  honour  before  to  entertain  him,  and  I found  him  in  all 
the  disiiosition  imaginable  to  enter  into  the  strictest  ties  of 
friendship  with  you.  1 must  confess  he  was  a little  shocked  at 
the  preliminary  of  Mrs.  Sweetable’s  letter,  where  there  was  a 
clause  that  he  should  not  show  your  letters  to  Mr.  Lindsey  before 
he  had  read  them,  or  communicate  them  to  Mr.  Jones.  As  to 
the  first,  he  said  the  letters  were  generally  opened  before  the 
King,  and  read  before  they  came  to  be  perused  by  anyone,  and 
that  afterwards  Mr.  Lindsey  never  saw  one  that  came  from  one  of 
your  importance.  ...  As  to  his  standing  up  for  the  Constitu- 
tion, I found  him  entirely  in  your  sentiments,  both  as  to  that  and 
his  being  against  the  confirming  [conferring?]  of  any  new 
titles.”  . . . 
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Partly  in  cii->her,  deciphered  {see  next  letter).  Endorsed:  Copy 
of  a letter  seized  in  Berkenhead’s  lodging  of  the  8th  June  1695, 
from  Paris.  For  Lord  Aileshury. 

Also,  another  copy  of  the  same,  with  an  additional  paragraph 
at  the  beginning. 


J.  Clinch  to  Mrs.  Sweetablb. 

[16] 95,  June  8. — “The  inclosed  is  for  Lord  Alisbury  ; where 
there  is  anything  [un]  intelligible  in  it,  you  will  be  able  to 
expound  it  to  him.  . . . You  will  have  a letter  perhaps  by 

this  occasion  from  Lord  Middleton,  which  was  writ  before  he  and 
I discoursed  together.  . . . The  Prince's  family  was  yester- 

day declared,  and  all  his  servants  have  taken  their  places 
accordingly.  This  has  caused  some  angry  reflections  amongst 
Mr.  Kemp’s  old  servants,  but  all  will  vanish  in  time.  I can 
assure  you  one  thing,  that  Mr.  Kemp  was  never  more  resolved  to 
push  his  affairs  with  vigour  than  at  present,  . . . and  so  is 

his  brother,  whom  he  intends  to  see  this  day,  and  fall  forthwith 
upon  measures.”  . . . 

The  names  in  italics  are  in  cipher,  deciphered  by  [Shrewsbury' s 
secretary  ?[\,  tvho  has  given  the  following  key  on  the  fly-leaf. 

Letters  transposed  thus  : — 

m.  t.  n.  w.  s.  X.  q.  y.  z.  o.  r.  a.  p.  1.  e.  iP  c.  h. 
a.  b.  c.  d.  e.  f.  g.  h.  i.  k.  1.  m.  n.  r.  s.  b."'  u,  y. 

Copy  (?).  Endorsed:  Letter  (B). 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  June  10-20,  Camp  before  Casal. — A council  of  war  was 
held  on  the  17th,  at  which  the  siege  of  Casal  was  resolved  on. 
Eepresented  the  good  state  of  the  Fleet,  and  insisted  on  the  siege 
of  Nice,  but  the  proposal  was  rejected  on  the  ground  of  want  of 
time,  money,  and  means  of  transport.  Has  informed  Admiral 
Bussell  of  the  resolution,  and  that  he  must  not  expect  succours 
from  hence.  Believes  the  Admiral  will  be  able  to  remain  master 
of  the  sea.  The  enemy’s  coasts  are  guarded  by  large  numbers  of 
troops,  and  have  been  fortified.  It  is  sufficient  to  have  saved 
Spain,  and  to  have  ruined  the  commerce  of  the  French,  especially 
in  the  Levant. 

Erench.  E.  3rd  July. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1695,  June  11,  London. — “ By  command  of  the  Lords  that 
are  here,  Mr.  Vernon  will  give  you  an  account  of  all  that  has 
passed  with  relation  to  the  orders  you  will  receive  by  this  post. 
This  only  comes  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  2nd  May,  and 
to  wish  you  all  success  in  whatever  you  may  undertake. 


Sic. 
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“ At  your  desire  in  my  last  I sent  you  an  account  of  such  in- 
telligences as  we  receive  from  time  to  time  of  the  French  pre- 
parations at  sea,  and  in  that  there  was  a list  of  the  ships  at 
Brest.  I here  enclosed  send  you  a list’"*  of  what  they  have  at 
Eochfort,  and  likewise  at  Toulon  ; but  this  account  differing  from 
what  you  sent,  I conclude  yours  the  more  exact,  though  it  can 
do  no  hurt  to  let  you  see  both.” 

Copy. 

Admiral  Russell  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1695,  June  12  [o.s.],  Bretania,  6 leagues  from  Tholone.— 
“ This  comes  to  your  Grace  in  so  much  haste,  being  sent  with 
the  ship  that  conveys  the  land-soldiers  from  Fenall  to  Barcelonia, 
and  a fair  wind  presenting,  that  I have  not  time  to  return  your 
Grace  the  thousand  thanks  due  for  all  your  favours.  I have  made 
a reply  to  the  paper  you  was  pleased  to  send  me.  I confess  ’twas 
a very  surprising  thing  to  me  not  only  the  unmannerly  expressions 
of  that  fellow,  but  knowing  how  strict  my  behaviour  has  been  in 
that  matter  of  taking  money  all  this  winter,  I wondered  how  any 
pretence  should  be  taken  for  a complaint,  but  my  secerety 
[sincerity  ?]  has  mortified  the  Genews  {sic)  and  French  merchants, 
as  also  the  Governor  of  Cadiz.  From  these  reasons  I suppose 
the  complaint  arises,  for  the  same  thing  I read  in  a French 
gazet  (?).  I hope  you  won’t  believe  the  report  true.  I am  sure, 
had  I taken  money,  my  circumstance  [s]  would  not  be  in  the 
posture  they  now  are.  I won’t  trouble  you  with  that  relation, 
but  I assure  you  I have  not  upon  any  pretence  touched  a 
farthing,  though  I might  justify  the  doing  it  in  many  respects ; 
but  I had  a thought  above  such  advantages. 

“I  am  extremely  glad  you  did  not  press  the  K[ing]  about  the 
Vice  Admiral  of  England.  By  the  time  I get  for  [to?]  England 
I may  possibl[y]  be  of  another  opinion  than  to  desire  it.”  . . . 

Endorsed  by  Shrewsbury  : June  12,  o.s.  Ee.  July  24. 


Shrew'sbury  to  [George,  Earl  of]  Berkeley. 

[16] 95,  June  17,  Whitehall. — “I  have  laid  the  several  letters 
which  your  Lordship  did  me  the  honour  to  write  me  before 
the  Justices,  who  have  directed  Mr.  Vernon  this  day  to  make  you 
an  immediate  answer.  If  Admiral  Allemonde  have  as  good  an 
opinion  of  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk  as  it  is  said  he  has,  I find 
the  King  is  very  earnest  he  should  undertake  it;  and  I hope 
that  may  not  hinder  your  Lordship  from  attempting  St.  Male’s 
at  the  same  time,  since  by  the  council  of  war  enclosed  in  yours  of 
the  15th  I perceive  you  had  resolved  upon  it,  without  the  help  of 
the  Dutch,  with  the  assistance  of  such  frigates  as  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  say  they  have  already  furnished  you  with.” 

Copy.  Also,  a short  letter  on  the  same  subject  dated  27  June. 


* Not  found. 
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M[atthew]  Prior  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  June  18-28,  the  Hague. — “If  anything  had  occurred 
here  worth  your  Grace’s  knowledge,  I should  have  presumed  to 
trouble  you  as  regularly  as  if  I were  still  under  your  province. 
At  present  I write  upon  Mr.  Blathwayt’s  order  to  inform  your 
Grace  what  I know  concerning  one  Wall.  I wrote  Mr.  Vernon 
word  the  4-14  December  past,  that  the  day  before  this  Wall 
came  to  me,  and  told  me  he  was  brother  to  my  Lady  Oglethorp ; 
that  being  here  on  his  own  private  concerns,  his  circumstances 
low,  and  he  amongst  the  Jacobites  here,  and  looked  upon  as  one 
of  that  party,  he  was  employed  by  Edward  Koberts  of  Amster- 
dam to  help  forward  the  correspondence  between  those  sort  of 
people  in  England  and  their  brethren  in  France ; that  I should 
know  what  passed  between  these  people,  &c.  Accordingly  he 
brought  me  two  or  three  letters,  which  (as  I thought)  contained 
nothing  of  great  consequence,  which  however  I remitted  to  Mr. 
Vernon. 

“ In  the  meantime  he  had  addressed  himself  to  Sir  John  Tren- 
chard,  and  intimated  to  him  that  he  could  not  do  much  service 
here,  and  that  upon  any  encouragement  from  Sir  John  he  would 
go  for  France,  and  from  thence  give  him  an  account 
(through  my  channel)  what  was  doing  there.  Sir  John 
Trenchard  sent  him  20  pounds,  and  hastened  his  voyage, 
which  yet  upon  divers  pretences  he  shifted  off ; sometimes 
he  was  too  much  in  debt  here,  sometimes  he  could  not  yet 
get  away  from  Koberts,  who  would  send  letters  by  him,  and  at 
other  times  his  designs  were  not  yet  ripe ; and  at  every  time  a 
little  ready  money  was  the  main  business,  till  I grew  weary  of 
giving  him  any  till  he  might  deserve  it.  At  length  he  came  to 
me  about  March,  and  said  he  was  resolved  to  leave  Koberts 
unsatisfied,  his  debts  unpaid,  and  to  break  through  all  difficulties 
to  do  his  country  some  particular  service,  which  he  said  he  was 
sure  he  could  compass,  and  which  he  would  not  discover  to  me. 
Having  therefore  instructed  him  in  what  I thought  convenient, 
and  given  him  some  money  and  clothes,  I took  my  leave  of  him, 
and  he  parted  he  told  me  for  France. 

“ What  I desired  him  to  instruct  me  in  was,  first,  by  what 
means  and  through  what  hands  the  letters  from  France  hither 
passed,  though  I already  knew  this  in  good  part.  Secondly,  that 
he  should  write  me  word  what  Jesuits  and  priests  received 
deserters  and  others  from  France  in  their  convents  at  Bruges, 
Gaunt,  &c.  Thirdly,  that  he  should  inform  me  of  the  estate  of 
Dunkirk  (where  he  was  recommended  to  Sir  James  Gerardine), 
what  number  of  ships  he  found  there,  what  men,  cannon, 
ammunition,  powder,  and  what  else  might  be  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  know  ; and  upon  these  informations  I told  him  I 
would  render  my  masters  an  account  of  his  services,  and  do  my 
endeavour  to  have  them  rewarded.  But  from  that  day  to  this  I 
have  not  heard  from  Wall,  and  so  neither  know  if  he  has  deserved 
or  will  deserve  your  Grace’s  protection. 

“ I represent  to  your  Grace  that  though  my  Lord  Dursley  and 
myself  have  had  reiterated  orders  from  Lord  Nottingham,  Sir 
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John  Trencliard,  and  from  his  Majesty  here  that  none  should 
come  into  England  without  a pass,  the  masters  of  the  Packet 
boat  take  in  all  sort  of  people  wdthout  any  regard  to  passes, 
saying  ’tis  sufficient  for  them  that  from  the  Post-office  they  have 
no  orders  to  the  contrary  ; and  the  Post-lNlaster  at  the  Briele 
orders  that  affair  so  that  his  clerk  puts  all  sort  of  persons  on 
board  the  Packet  without  any  passes,  nor  does  any  require  passes 
of  me  but  such  as  design  to  beg  ^Yith  them,  thougli  I am  always 
ready  to  give  them,  and  have  never  exacted  anything  for  my  so 
doing.  1 have  spoken  of  this  matter  these  three  years,  and  only 
add  this  word  to  your  Grace  now-,  that  if  the  thing  be  thought  of 
use  to  the  public,  orders  may  be  given  that  the  abuse  he 
prevented,  or  at  least  that  I may  be  able  to  give  a less  confused 
account  of  it  to  my  Lord  Yilliers  at  his  coming  hither,  whatever 
may  become  of  me  after.” 

Pi.  the  25th. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  June  18,  Dublin  Castle. — “ In  obedience  to  his 
Majesty’s  commands,  signified  to  me  by  the  Lords  Justices,  I 
have  without  loss  of  time  caused  such  13ills  to  be  prepared  in 
Council  as  are  thought  necessary  to  pass  in  the  next  Parliament, 
and  have  sent  them  over  in  form  by  express. 

“ ’Tis  fit  I should  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the  Bill  for  an 
additional  Excise  being  the  only  money-bill  sent  over  in  this 
transmission,  and  not  valued  above  20,000h,  some  have  made 
their  objections  against  it,  as  if  not  of  consideration  sufficient  to 
induce  the  Crown  to  pass  the  other  Bills  therewith  also  trans- 
mitted in  favour  of  the  people.  But  your  Grace  may  please  to 
remember  that  in  the  representations  I made  concerning  the 
point  of  the  sole  right,  which  bred  so  much  heat  in  the  last  House 
of  Commons,  I always  laid  it  down  as  my  opinion  that  for 
asserting  the  King’s  prerogative,  ’twere  fit  that  one  money-bill 
should  be  tendered  to  the  House.  And  having  good  reason  to 
believe  that,  that  for  an  additional  Excise  w'ould  pass  without 
any  opposition,  I humbly  proposed  the  sending  over  that  Bill 
only  ; and  that  his  Majesty’s  right  being  asserted,  as  all  agree  it 
will,  by  their  passing  that  Bill,  it  w’ould  be  gracious  in  his 
Majesty  to  leave  the  preparing  the  heads  for  the  other  money- 
bills  to  the  House,  who  will  undoubtedly  consider  of  further 
ways  and  means  to  raise  such  other  sums  as  shall  be  demanded 
for  the  support  of  the  Government.  And  having  never  received 
any  account  of  his  Majesty’s  dislike  of  this  my  proposal,  I have 
therefore  transmitted  only  this  one  money-bill  for  an  additional 
Excise. 

“It  may  be  expected  that  a Bill  should  be  now  sent  over  for 
confirming  the  Articles  of  Limerick.  My  Lord  Chancellor  has 
told  me  a Bill  was  prepared  the  last  sessions  for  confirming  part 
of  the  Articles,  but  it  was  mislaid,  and  I could  not  have  a draft 
of  the  Bill  till  Friday  last,  when  his  Lordship  brought  one  to  me. 
The  King  is  obliged  by  the  12th  Article  to  use  his  endeavours 
that  the  Articles  be  confirmed  in  Barliament;  but  I apprehend 
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this  should  he  done  upon  a petition  from  the  Irish,  and  they 
never  having  addressed  for  any  such  Act,  it  is  to  be  considered 
whether  without  such  ajDplication  any  such  Bill  had  best  he 
brought  in,  for  they  have  little  reason  to  complain  of  the  Articles 
not  being  performed  to  them.  Wherefore  I did  not  think  it 
convenient  to  send  over  a Bill  for  confirming  these  Articles,  in 
the  first  transmission.” 

Signed.  Be.  the  23. 


Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,  June  21,]  Friday  evening. — “ I give  your  Grace  this 
trouble  to  advise  you  that  the  Rochester  is  now  at  Portsmouth, 
and  I think  will  be  a proper  ship  to  be  employed  on  the  service 
of  Neckson  ; and  the  captain  being  now  in  town,  if  your  Grace 
please  to  signify  the  Lords  Justices’  pleasure  to  the  Admiralty 
that  he  attend  you  for  your  commands,  I will  draw  his  instruc- 
tions for  your  Grace’s  approval  tomorrow  morning.” 

Endorsed. : June  21,  95. 


[Secretary]  J.  Johnstoun  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[16]  95,  June  21,  Ed  [inbu]  r [gh] . — “ I wish  the  trouble  in  your 
eyes  proceeded  only  from  want  of  sleep,  as  mine  does,  which 
obliges  me  to  ask  your  pardon  for  using  another  hand.  I hope 
you  do  me  the  justice  to  lielieve  that  your  interposition  will 
always  have  its  just  weight  with  me  ; and  I may  venture  to  say 
as  much  for  the  greater  and  better  part  of  this  Parliament, 
though  many  of  them  have  not  the  honour  to  be  known  to  your 
Grace.  I am  sorry  that  the  doing  what  you  desire  at  present  can 
he  no  proof  of  this,  since  we  cannot  do  otherwise;  for  to  proceed 
to  the  execution  of  a person  of  my  Lord  Bradalban’s  quality 
without  consulting  the  King,  may  have  been  practised  in  the  late 
reigns  (though  even  then  the  Ministry  had  previously  the  secret), 
hut  I am  confident  will  never  he  practised  in  this  unless  that 
Lord’s  friends,  who  it  seems,  having  done  it  formerly,  apprehend 
retaliation,  should  come  to  have  the  power  of  doing  it  again.  I 
am  sure  none  that  I have  interest  with  will  copy  after  them.  So 
groundless  such  an  apprehension  is,  that  though  none  that  kno_w 
my  Lord  Bradalban  will  trust  him,  either  in  public  or  private 
matters,  if  they  can  shun  it,  yet  I know  not  one  man  in  the 
Parliament  who’s  inclined  to  have  my  Lord  Bradalban  lose  either 
life  or  fortune. 

“It  is  an  old  business  that  he  is  acchsed  of,  and  he  never 
dipped  in  blood  in  the  late  reigns,  as  others  now  with  him  in  the 
Government  did,  and  possibly  of  several  men  of  his  way  whom 
this  nation  will  never  trust ; he  is  the  man  they  would  rather 
have  borne  with  (if  they  must  bear  with  any  of  them)  had  he 
kept  to  his  character  of  going  along  quietly  with  his  party,  and 
making  what  money  he  could ; but  since  his  late  alliance  he  would 
needs  be  the  head  of  the  party,  and  act  above  board,  practising 
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upon  the  members  by  tbreatenings  and  otlier  undue  means,  and 
bidding  debance  to  all  mankind.  This  did  irritate,  and  be  would 
have  been  reached  upon  the  bead  of  bril)ery  (be  is  a Commis- 
sioner of  the  Treasury),  when  the  informations  of  treason  came 
in  against  him,  which  was  a mere  incident. 

“ The  Parliament  has  done  nothing  l)ut  what  is  of  course,  and 
have  not  pressed  for  the  indictment,  because  the  Commissioner 
inclines  to  bear  from  the  King,  and  be  himself  begs  a delay,  and 
the  witnesses  are  not  all  yet  brought  to  town.  That  be  is  guilty 
of  treating  with  the  Highlanders  in  favours  {sic)  of  King  James 
at  the  same  time  that  be  was  employed  by  the  King  to  treat  for 
him  will  appear  upon  the  trial  undeniably  ; nay,  bis  friends  do 
not  deny  the  matter  of  fact,  though  they  palliate  it,  but  whether 
the  evidence  will  amount  to  a legal  proof  or  not  I do  not  yet 
know,  for  two  of  them  had  only  the  articles  from  Major  General 
Buchan,  with  whom  Bradalban  treated,  hut  were  not  at  the 
treaty.  Glengary,  the  head  of  the  Macdonalds,  which,  next  to 
Argyll’s,  is  the  greatest  name  in  the  Highlands,  and  a man  of 
the  best  character  amongst  them,  was  present  for  King  James, 
and  cannot  believe  that  Bradalban  will  deny  the  treaty,  which 
both  i:>arties  abstained  from  signing  l)y  agreement.  Others 
present  are  in  Prance  or  dead,  except  some  still  alive  and  in  the 
Highlands,  who  are  sent  for. 

“ Bradalban  should  throw  himself  on  the  King’s  mercy,  and 
endeavours  may  be  used  to  shun  a trial.  The  Parliament  will  he 
satisfied  if  he  he  laid  aside.  1 have  desired  one  to  tell  him  this. 
He  wrongs  himself  by  showing  so  much  fear,  which  is  understood 
to  be  the  effect  not  of  the  discoveries  already  made  of  a lousiness 
past  four  years  ago,  and  of  which  he  knows  the  proofs  to  be 
doubtful,  hut  that  he  is  conscious  to  himself  of  later  practices 
that  may  happen  to  he  now  discovered.  There  are  letters  to  be 
produced,  particularly  one  from  the  same  Major  General  Buchan 
at  the  Court  of  St.  Germain’s,  bearing  that  my  Lord  Bradalban 
and  my  Lord  Linlithgow  are  very  well  there,  and  encouraging 
them  to  continue  to  support  the  Jacobite  party,  Ac. 

“ I hope  my  brother  has  opportunities  to  wait  on  your  Grace, 
and  to  inform  you  of  the  state  of  affairs  here,  such  in  a word  as, 
if  his  Majesty  beat  the  French  in  Flanders,  may  prove  tolerable 
enough  for  awhile,  which  is  all  that  can  he  said  of  it.  I might 
indeed  add  that  there  are  remedies  at  hand,  to  wit,  honesty 
and  stren  [g]  th  enough  to  support  the  Constitution  against  any 
enemies  it  can  have  within  this  kingdom,  were  these  remedies 
well  applied,  I mean  honest  and  sufficient  men  employed ; hut  the 
difficulty  of  getting  that  done  is  such  that  it  minds  me  of  a rigid 
Predestinarian,  who,  having  damned  all  his  hearers  by  decreed 
perversity,  told  them  at  last,  to  comfort  them,  that  they  might  be 
he  all  saved  if  they  would.” 

Signed. 

Shrewsbuky  to  the  Lords  of  the  Aumir.xlty. 

1695,  June  24,  Whitehall. — “His  IMajesty  having  commanded 
a ship  to  l)e  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Westward  upon  a particular 
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service,  and  a vessel  called  the  Fortune,  lying  now  in  the  Kiver, 
being  ready  for  that  purpose,  I desire  your  Lordships  will  forth- 
with direct  a man-of-war  to  convoy  the  said  vessel  to  Torbay  or 
Plymouth,  and  that  the  Captain  of  the  man-of-war  designed  a 
convoy  be  ordered  to  London,  and  receive  from  me  such  directions 
as  I have  his  Majesty’s  commands  to  give  him  for  his  conduct 
between  the  Elver  and  Torbay  or  Plymouth ; and  after  having 
been  in  either  or  both  of  those  places  as  I shall  direct  him,  he 
will  have  joerformed  the  instructions  I have  to  give  him,  and  then 
your  Lordships  may  be  pleased  to  command  him  upon  any  other 
service  you  think  proper.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Prior. 

[16] 95,  June  28,  London. — “I  received  your  letter  of  the 
18th  by  the  last  post,  and  an  account  of  that  Wall,  which  Mr. 
Blaithwayt  directed  you  to  inform  me  about ; but  having  reason 
to  believe  the  person  I am  inquiring  after  is  not  the  same  that 
offered  himself  to  you  and  Brigadier  Levison's  brother,  I desire 
by  the  first  opportunity  you  will  give  me  a description  of  his 
person  with  whom  you  treated,  and  also  of  his  age,  and,  if  you 
can,  send  me  some  of  his  handwriting.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Portland. 

1695,  June  28,  London. — “ Having  received  his  Majesty’s 
commands  by  Sir  George  Eooke,  and  at  the  same  time  signified 
to  me  by  Mr.  Blaithwayt,  to  give  the  necessary  assistance  to  the 
prosecution  of  a design  which  has  been  long  proposed  by  one 
Wall,  alias  Nickson  ; upon  speaking  with  this  person  I was  under 
some  doubt  whether  he  sincerely  intended  executing  what  he 
offered,  or  only  to  get  into  his  hands  and  then  run  away  with 
those  ships  which  it  would  be  requisite  to  trust  him  with,  and  he 
furnished  at  his  Majesty’s  expense  to  he  a troublesome  jirivateer 
upon  his  own  subjects. 

“ I immediately  sent  over  these  suspicions  of  mine  to  Mr. 
Blaithwayt,  who  ordered  me  from  the  King  to  enquire  of  Brigadier 
Levison  concerning  the  character  of  one  Wall,  who  had  some 
time  since  presented  himself  to  his  brother  in  Holland  as  my 
Lady  Oglethorp’s  brother,  and  pretended  to  do  service  by  dis- 
covering intelligence  that  passed  between  England  and  France 
by  the  way  of  Holland.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Blaithwayt  did 
also  direct  Mr.  Prior  to  give  me  an  account  what  he  knew  of  this 
same  person. 

“ I have  discoursed  with  the  one,  and  had  a letter  from 
the  other,  who  both  represent  that  man  as  a needy  tricking 
fellow,  upon  whose  undertakings  nothing  ought  to  be  relied;  but 
upon  further  discourse  with  this  person  here,  he  utterly  denies 
any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Prior,  or  any  relation  to  my  Lady  Ogle- 
thorp,  so  that  he  must  either  be  a very  impudent  impostor,  or 
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else  not  the  same  man  as  Mr.  lilaithwayt  has  set  me  to  enquire 
after;  and  I hav^e  these  reasons  to  believe  he  is  not  the  same,  l)ecause 
my  Lady  Oglethorp’s  brother  was  once  described  to  me  as  a very 
young  man,  -which  this  is  not,  and  I have  a letter  of  his  to  Bri. 
Levison’s  l)rother,  which  is  quite  a different  hand  from  what 
this  man  writes,  and  is  subscribed  P.  Wall,  whereas  this  goes  l)y 
the  name  of  Matthew  Wall.  . . . 

“ Upon  consideration  that  the  expense  has  been  made  already, 
and  the  man  trusted  with  his  ship  hi  such  a manner  that  he 
might  run  away  with  her  any  time  these  two  months,  which  he 
has  not  done,  hut  on  the  contrary  performed  everything  on  his 
part  to  forward  the  attempt;  upon  these  encouragements  every- 
thing is  prepared,  and  he  wants  nothing  now  but  a wind  to 
proceed,  if  he  have  time  to  execute  his  design ; if  cross  winds 
delay  him  till  his  commission  be  expired,  then  to  renew  it,  in 
order  to  return  and  hereafter  attempt  the  same  thing ; hut  it 
being  most  likely  the  West  winds  will  continue  for  some  time, 
and  stop  his  going  out  of  the  Downs,  I was  willing  to  give  your 
Lordship  this  account,  understanding  he  has  discovered  his 
project  to  you.”  Has  had  no  directions  from  the  King  touching 
Capt.  Baker. 

Autograph  draft. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbuey. 

1095,  June  28-July  8,  Camp  before  Casal. — Sends  regularly 
to  ]\Ir.  Vernon  the  journal  of  what  passes  here.  Mr.  William 
Plowman  has  lieen  here  two  days.  Ih'esented  him  to  his  Pioyal 
Highness,  who  referred  him  to  the  General  of  Finances  at  Turin, 
hut  has  given  orders  for  the  appointment  of  a commission  of 
experts  in  commerce  to  endeavour  to  establish  “our  project.” 
Does  not  knoiv  wliat  resolution  the  King  has  taken  about  the 
Fleet,  Init  thinks  it  would  lie  advantageous  to  leave  it  at  Cadiz  or 
in  some  other  port  of  the  Mediterranean  during  the  winter,  both 
for  our  commerce  and  for  Italy.  Hopes  to  succeed  at  Casal,  and 
to  undertake  something  more  if  the  Fleet  lie  allowed  to  remain. 
If  it  he  withdrawn,  Barcelona  will  l)e  in  danger.  The  same  sum 
as  before  may  therefore  he  demanded  from  Spain.  Is  writing  to 
the  King  on  the  sulqect.  Mr.  Plowman  is  a Papist,  l)ut  is 
employed  I)y  well  disposed  persons  at  London  and  Leghorn. 
It  is  difficult  for  an  Englishman  who  has  become  a Papist  not  to 
he  somewhat  of  a Jacolnte,  and  favourable  to  France. 

French.  B.  July  the  19th. 

Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  July  2. — “ Since  the  writing  of  my  other  letter  of  the 
same  date,  the  Council  have  met,  where  my  Lord  Antrim  and 
two  other  gentlemen  petitioned,  • in  the  name  of  the  Bo  [man] 
Ca[tholics]  of  Ireland,  to  peruse  the  Bills,  alleging  they  had 
been  refused  it  in  Ireland,  and  that  they  were  informed  they 
contained  things  contrary  to  the  Articles]  of  Lim[erick]  and 
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Galloway  ; but  they  producing  no  powers  from  any  number  of 
persons  concerned,  it  was  thought  not  reasonable  to  give  such  a 
delay,  since  it  was  what  every  particular  person  concerned  had  the 
same  right  to  expect,  if  asked.  Therefore  the  Council  proceeded  to 
consider  the  Bill  for  settling  Intestates’  Estates,  which  they 
agreed  to  without  amendment.  The  Bill  for  discharging  Sheriffs’ 
Accounts  they  have  also  passed,  altering  the  term  of  one  year,  as 
your  Ex  [cellency]  had  sent  it  over,  to  four  years,  as-it  is  here  in 
England. 

“ That  for  disarming  Papists  was  also  read,  Imt  admitted 
more  debate,  because  the  general  clause  disarming  all  Papists 
seemed  to  take  away  the  benefit  of  the  Art  [ieles]  of  Lim  [erick] , 
which  promised  that  such  as  are  there  described  shall  have  the 
arms  by  those  Articles  allowed  them  ; whereupon  Mr.  At  [torney] 
is  ordered  to  bring  in  a clause  tomorrow,  when  the  Council  will 
sit  again,  describing  and  excepting  the  same  persons  mentioned 
there,  but  not  naming  the  Articles]  either  of  Lim  [erick]  or 
Gall[oway]  ; and  is  also  directed  to  make  an  alteration  in  that 
part  that  gives  a liberty  to  examine  persons  for  concealing  of 
arms  upon  oath  to  accuse  themselves.  Though  I had  troubled 
you  once  before  today,  yet  I thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this 
account.” 

Autograph  draft. 


M.  Prior  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  July  2-l‘2,  the  Hague. — “ I have  received  your  Grace’s 
letter  of  Eriday  last,  and  according  to  your  commands  send  you 
the  account  which  Wall  gave  me  of  himself,  and  that  too  written 
in  his  own  hand. 

“As  to  his  person,  he  is  of  a middle  stature,  lean,  about  24  or 
26  years  of  age,  wears  his  own  hair  brown  and  short,  has  a flat 
face,  a good  lively  eye,  winks  when  he  speaks,  and  hardly  looks 
a man  in  the  face  ; has  a great  volubility  of  tongue,  but  full  of 
vulgar  expressions,  and  has  a slyness  in  his  mien  betwixt  that  of 
a priest  and  a pickpocket.  He  has  been  initiated  amongst  the 
Jesuits  formerly,  yet  is  not  overstocked  with  Latin,  speaks 
French  hut  with  an  English  accent,  and  Portuguese ; has 
been  designed  for  a merchant,  and  made  a voyage  to  the 
Indies. 

“ He  has  not  writ  to  me  since  he  left  the  Hague,  nor  to  any- 
body else,  I think,  though  he  promised  solemnly  he  would, 
particularly  to  one  Trepsac,  a young  French  Proposant  in 
Theology,  whom  Wall  has  made  privy  to  his  secret,  and  whom, 
since  Wall’s  going  off’,  I have  employed  to  intercept  Roberts’s 
letters,  and  have  an  eye  upon  his  conduct ; of  which  I should 
have  informed  your  Grace,  if  his  observations  had  produced 
anything  of  effect. 

“ I spoke  to  the  Pensioner  yesterday  concerning  another 
Knight  of  the  Industry,  one  James  Sommerville,  who  has  been 
with  Mr.  Kirby,  the  Consul  of  Amsterdam,  to  inform  him  that 
he  was  employed  by  Sir  William  Trombull  in  some  particular 
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service,  and  -wanted  money  and  assistance  from  the  Consul;  but 
since  a letter  he  has  produced,  and  the  Consul  has  sent  to  the 
Hague,  (hy  virtue  of  which  the  man  said  he  was  to  act,)  is  not 
Sir  William’s  hand,  or  the  form  of  it  well  concerted,  it  is  un- 
doubted the  man  is  a cheat,  and  as  such  the  Pensioner  has 
ordered  him  to  l)e  arrested  till  he  may  see  what  he  says  for 
himself. 

*•  I beg  your  Grace’s  pardon  that  I entertain  you  this  post 
with  rogues  and  villains.  One  would  think  my  letter  dated  from 
Newgate,  and  I savour  (as  Trincalo  says  of  his  comrade)  more  of 
the  spy  than  the  Ambassador. 

“I  know  not  how  my  own  affairs  may  turn ; doubtless  extremely 
well,  since  my  Lord  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  is  pleased  to  be  their 
patron.” 

P.  the  10th. 

Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1695,  July  5,  Whitehall. — Deceived  his  letter  about  the  intended 
siege  of  Cassall.  Wishes  the  Fleet  could  have  been  made  use  of, 
so  as  to  attain  the  chief  end — the  destroying  of  the  French  power 
at  sea.  Sends  a packet  for  Mr.  Russell. 

Autograph  draft.  Partly  printed  hy  Coxe. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  July  8-18,  Camp  before  Casal. — Has  not  yet  received 
a copy  of  the  capitulation,  as  the  clerks  of  M.  de  St.  Thomas 
have  been  too  busy.  Mr.  Plowman  has  almost  agreed  with  his 
R.H.  to  supply  the  clothing  of  the  army.  Hopes  hy  this  means 
part  of  the  subsidies  may  he  paid  in  cloth,  and  that  insensibly 
commerce  may  he  established  with  England,  and  prohibited  with 
France.  His  R.H.  will  await  the  return  of  his  adjutant,  whom 
he  has  sent  to  Viene.  He  will  then  join  his  army,  leaving  here 
3,000  men  to  demolish  the  place. 

French.  R.  29. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  July  11-21,  Camp  near  Casal. — Sends  a copy  of  the 
capitulation.  The  demolition  is  proceeding.  Renders  account  to 
Mr.  Montagu  of  the  commercial  affair.  Believes  it  would  he  for 
the  King’s  service  to  have  some  one  at  Geneva,  without  any  title, 
but  charged  to  look  after  his  interests,  and  to  inform  the 
Ministers  of  what  passes  there,  and  of  French  news.  The  Mar. 
d’Arselliers  is  at  Berne,  hut  useless  at  i)resent,  M.  Nervart  being 
there ; he  has  a pension  of  100/.  from  the  King,  on  which  he  is 
able  to  subsist,  as  M.  Nervart  lodges  him  and  his  wife.  If  the 
King  doubled  his  pension,  he  would  establish  himself  at  Geneva. 
He  is  a man  of  quality  of  ])auphin6,  and  was  sent  into 
Switzerland  with  M[r].  Cox,  and  it  was  to  be  wished  that  this 
minister  had  believed  him,  as  Shrewsbury  is  aware.  The  French 
have  a resident  there. 

French.  R.  the  29th. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Portland. 

1695,  July  12,  Whitehall.- — Eeceived  the  two  little  papers  of 
cipher,  and  sent  them  at  once  to  Oxford,  hut  Dr.  Wallis  answers 
that  he  apprehends  more  than  ordinary  difficulty  in  deciphering 
them.  Plas  informed  the  Lords  Justice  of  the  bounty  of  200/. 
granted  hy  the  King  to  Capt.  Baker.  The  description  of  Wall 
received  from  Mr.  Prior  differs  from  this  man.  “ Before  his 
machine  vessel  was  ready,  the  date  of  his  commission  was  so 
near  expired  that  he  desired  he  might  return  and  renew  it,  upon 
which  errand  he  is  now  gone,  so  that  till  his  return  hack,  or 
till  we  hear  from  him  (which  he  has  promised  we  shall),  nothing 
can  he  expected  from  that  design.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

[16] 95,  July  12,  Lon[don]. — “I  heartily  congratulate  your 
Lordship’s  success  before  St.  Malo’s,  and  the  safety  of  your  own 
person,  which  I understand  was  much  exposed,  to  encourage  the 
attack.  If  every  town  will  not  burn  so  exactly  as  Diepe,  you 
have  at  least  taught  them,  no  preparations  can  secure  them  from 
being  made  very  uneasy  with  your  bombs,  since  I believe  they 
were  as  ready  here  to  receive  you  as  they  can  well  he.  Your 
Lordship  will  he  sensible,  I am  sure,  that  all  possible  dispatch 
ought  to  be  used  for  the  refitting  the  Fleet.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1695,  July  13,  Whitehall. — . . . “It  seems  now  more  to  he 

wished  than  before,  that  all  imaginable  dispatch  might  he  used 
to  appear  upon  that  coast  [Dunkirk],  because  the  motions  the 
enemy  have  made  show  as  if  they  had  some  design  upon 
Newport,  which  the  letters  from  abroad  assure  us  would  be  much 
forwarded  hy  the  assistance  of  the  boats  they  have  fitted  out  at 
Dunkirk,  and  which  would  he  prevented  hy  your  appearing.  Mr. 
Meester’s  vessels  will  in  all  probability  be  before  you  at  Dunge- 
nesse.”  . . . 

Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

. 1695,  July  16,  Whitehall. — . . . “The  Flanders  letters  that 
came  in  today  assure  us,  some  that  Dixmuyde  is  besieged,  others 
that  it  is  Newport,  but  it  is  certainly  one.”  . . . 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  July  18,  Whitehall. — “In  mine  of  the  last  post  I 
forgot  to  give  your  Excellency  an  answer  to  that  part  of  your 
letter  that  proposes  the  erecting  a Paper  Office  for  preserving 
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the  orders,  &c.,  of  the  Chief  Governors  in  Ireland.  Tlie  proposal 
seems  reasonable  and  useful,  but  ’tis  what  cannot  be  brought 
well  to  a conclusion  in  his  Majesty’s  absence. 

“From  a belief  that  your  Excellency  will  be  ready  to  do  a 
kindness  to  one  who  will  ever  be  glad  of  any  opportunity  of 
serving  you,  I desire  the  favour  of  you,  to  make  some  enquiry 
into  the  case  of  my  Lord  Bellew,  who  is  at  present  under  an 
outlawry,  but,  by  his  own  story,  has  good  pretensions  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Articles  of  Limericke.  He  is  proposed  as  a match 
to  a Popish  relation  of  mine,  but  if  his  case  be  not  what  the 
King’s  Justice  cannot  refuse  to  relieve,  I would  encourage  no 
treaty  of  that  kind,  for  I will  never  employ  the  little  interest  I 
may  have  with  his  Majesty  to  persuade  him,  in  consideration  of 
me,  to  do  anything  of  this  kind,  more  than  the  justice  of  the 
cause  will  oblige  him  to.’’ 

Copy. 


Secret.\ry  J.  Johnstoun  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  July  19,  Ed[inl)u]r[gh] . — -“The  Nonconformist  minis- 
ters in  Ireland  have  sent  one  of  their  number  to  me,  to  solicit 
you.  They  are  sensible  of  your  goodness  to  them  in  procuring 
them  an  order  for  their  arrears,  and  they  hope  your  Grace  will 
extend  your  goodness  further  in  procuring  them  in  the  I’arliament 
that  is  now  to  meet  in  Ireland  a toleration  by  law,  as  it  is  in 
England.  The  reasons  for  toleration  in  general  are  so  strong, 
that  I hope  there  will  be  found  no  objections  to  this  in  particular 
sufficient  to  V)alance  them ; but  no  doubt  my  Lord  Lieutenant 
[Lord  Capel]  and  others  who  know  the  case  have  written  to  you 
fully  on  it.  I only  wish  that  if  the  thing  l)e  practicable  that 
people  may  owe  to  your  Grace’s  inteiqiosition  for  procuring  the 
necessary  orders  aljout  it,  the  greatest  Ol)ligation  that  can  be  laid 
upon  them,  and  which  if  they  may  not  expect  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  they  can  hardly  expect  it  at  any  other  time. 

“The  orders  for  continuing  the  Parliament  being  lost  in  the 
packet-boat  that  is  a-missing,  and  the  letters  that  came  after 
bearing  only  in  general  that  such  orders  were  sent  without  men- 
tioning the  time,  and  we  having  only  asked  the  half  of  July,  we 
could  not  but  conclude  that  the  time  allowed  did  not  exceed  the 
time  asked  ; and  even  the  sitting  without  them,  though  they 
were  granted,  being  treason,  the  Commissioner  was  necessitat  [ed] 
to  end  the  Parliament  somewhat  abruptly.  And  to  end  it  calmly, 
and  without  consuming  time,  liy  which  many  people  that  had 
their  private  business  before  it  would  have  been  disobliged,  we 
resolved  not  to  bring  in  the  Report  about  my  Lord  Stairs,  though 
it  had  passed  the  Committee  of  Security,  and  consequently  would 
have  passed  the  Parliament,  as  all  other  things  have  done  that 
have  passed  that  Committee.  But  my  reason  was,  that  to  insist 
still  against  that  family  after  the  Glenco  business  was  not  worth 
the  while,  and  would  have  made  the  proceedings  of  Parliament 
look  too  much  like  private  pique  and  faction. 
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“ As  to  Bradall)an,  the  proof  could  not  have  failed,  even  of  his 
sending  Major  Menzies  to  King  Janies  to  convince  him  that  he 
was  serving  him  in  that  negotiation,  which  sure  was  never  com- 
municated to  the  King.  But  the  Parliament  having  made  a 
shameful  appearance  at  my  Lord  Melfort  and  my  Lord  Midleton’s 
trial,  two  thirds  of  them  going  out  or  not  voting,  we  were  not 
fond  of  trying  Bradalban.  Even  honest  men’s  minds  are  going 
fast  Avrong  here  ; they  think  the  King  neglects  the  nation,  and 
that  they  have  no  security  by  the  Government  of  it.  The  King 
gave  no  order  for  stopping  the  trial,  Avhich  no  doubt  he  would 
have  done  had  Bradalban  formerly  owned  to  him  those  Articles, 
as  it  seems  he  does  noAV. 

“ The  King  is  displeased  Avitli  the  communicating  the  Eeport 
about  Glenco  to  the  Parliament,  and  Avith  the  other  proceedings, 
but  it  seems  is  desirous  that  his  displeasure  should  no  Avay 
appear  at  present.  It  were  Avished  it  did  not,  for  if  neAv  irritations 
be  given  instead  of  remedies,  matters  here  upon  the  least  misfor- 
tune abroad  Avill  scarcely  Avait  for  remedies.  It’s  no  Avonder  that 
the  King  be  displeased,  for  all  those  here  of  this  nation,  and  others 
too  Avhom  your  Grace  knoAvs,  do  unite  their  strength  in  giving 
bad  colours  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament ; and  hoAvever 
careful  the  King  be  to  conceal  his  displeasure,  the  authors  of  it 
take  care  to  publish  it ; and  even  the  King’s  secret  to  me  about 
Bradalban,  Avhich  I was  told  Bradalban  and  others  did  not  knoAV, 
Avas  published  by  Bradalban  and  his  party.  Nay,  letters  are 
Avritten  here  to  some  of  the  members  that  are  most  dipped  in  all 
the  proceedings  in  the  Parliament,  that  all  their  share  [will]  be 
passed  over,  and  they  be  called  up  to  Court,  if  they  Avill  separate 
from  others. 

‘'I  knoAV  all  this  is  calculated  against  me,  and  Avho  is  at  the 
bottom  of  it ; for  my  oAvn  particular  concern  I am  as  wearied  of 
this  post  as  ever  a porter  Avas  of  a load,  and,  Avere  I once  free, 
AVill  never  engage  to  serve  but  Avhere  interest  and  inclination  are 
of  a piece.  I desire  not  to  be  throAvn  out  disgracefully  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  to  throAV  myself  out  foolishly  on  the  other,  as  if  I 
did  it  on  a sudden  heat  or  humour;  and  I desire  not  to  do  any- 
thing that  may  look  like  abandoning  the  honest  party  here,  Avhich 
I have  kej)t  united  together,  nor  to  do  anything  that  may  prove 
a delivering  up  the  cause  to  knaves.  Nay,  I can  have  patience  in 
being  uneasy  for  a time,  that  is,  so  long  as  I can  make  such  men 
share  largely  in  the  uneasiness  Avith  me ; but  if  after  all  a handle 
shall  be  given  me  sufficient  to  justify  me  for  quitting,  notAvith- 
standing  all  these  reasons.  I'll  embrace  it  heartily,  and  I hope 
your  Grace  Avill  bear  me  Avitness  (for  Avhich  reason  I Avrite  to  you 
of  it)  that  I shall  not  haA^e  done  it  on  the  sudden. 

“I  have  Avritten  fully  to  the  Archbishop  about  the  Church 
business,  Avhich  is  noAV  in  a fair  Avay  of  settlement,  for  the  Episco- 
pal Clergy  are  disposed  to  take  the  oaths;  but  if  his  Majesty’s 
displeasure  at  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  he  published,  as 
some  begin  to  do,  and  that  the  Episcopal  Clergy  get  hopes  that 
the  laAvs  of  this  Session  Avill  not  be  executed,  as  happened  after 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  they  Avill  no  more  take  the  oaths 
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now  than  they  did  then.  This  is  a matter  of  great  moment  to 
the  stability  of  the  Constitution  in  this  kingdom,  and  may  deserve 
your  Grace’s  si)eaking  with  the  Archbishop,  and  interposing  with 
the  King  that  those  about  him  do  not  hinder  it  l)y  writing  hitlier 
of  his  displeasure  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  but  that 
he  allow  the  Archbishop  to  write  both  for  the  encouragement  of 
such  as  shall  take  the  oaths,  and  the  discouragement  of  such 
as  shall  continue  still  obstinate. 

“As  to  the  business  of  Glenco,  those  concerned  in  it,  as 
they  had  the  dexterity  to  lay  it  at  Court  to  the  charge 
of  the  Presbyterians,  so  here  in  Scotland,  to  blunt  the  eagerness 
of  the  Presbyterian  ministry  to  have  it  enquired  into,  they 
persuaded  them  that  the  King  would  be  found  dipped  in  it.  Exit 
if  the  vindicating  the  King  and  Government  of  it  hath  done  him 
as  much  service  in  England  as  it  hath  done  him  in  this  nation, 
it  may  he  worth  your  Grace’s  while  to  convince  him  of  it.  By 
what  my  Lord  Bradalban  and  the  Master  of  Stair  have  said  of 
that  matter,  some  others  it  seems  must  at  least  have  acted 
inconsiderately  in  it,  which  I shall  explain  to  your  Grace  when  I 
shall  have  the  honour  to  see  you.  However,  those  others  will 
find  it  their  interest  to  give  what  assistance  they  can  in  stifling 
that  matter. 

“ The  Chancellor  is  become  ten  years  younger  than  he  was,  by 
sitting  in  Parliament  in  this  hot  season  often  nine  hours,  and  for 
the  most  part  six.  Never  Commissioner  did  behave  himself  with 
more  digixity  and  consideration,  and  when  he  spoke  he  did  it 
with  much  weight,  and  so  precisely  to  the  point  that  though 
sometimes  he  spoke  pretty  long,  he  lost  not  one  word.  He  has 
been  honest  and  firm  in  business,  like  a rock,  which  hath  not 
been  his  character  the  former  parts  of  this  life,  but  he  says 
that  he  is  going  oft’,  and  that  he  is  resolved  his  exit  shall  be 
honourable.  The  truth  is,  would  he  die  now,  he  would  do  it  with 
the  applause  and  esteem  of  the  whole  nation,  and  never  did  a 
conclusion  so  much  exceed  the  premises  ; but  his  health  meixding 
with  such  fatigue  looks  like  a miracle.  He  has  a great  aixpetite, 
and  it  is  evident  his  concern  in  business  has  the  same  effect 
upon  him  in  making  all  pass  that  exercise  has  upon  other  men. 

“ The  bearer.  Sir  Thomas  Livingston,  is  both  an  honest  and  a 
discreet  gentleman,  and,  though  he  was  bred  in  Holland,  under- 
stands the  business  here  very  well.  He  is  going  to  Flanders. 
Your  Grace  may  have  heard  how  my  Lord  Portland,  having  2xro- 
cured  him  a gift  of  the  Earl  of  Dunxfermling’s  forfeiture,  did,  after 
he  was  gone  to  Scotland  it  seems,  through  some  mistake  or  other, 
procure  a new  gift  of  the  same  to  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow ; so 
that  both  gifts  coming  to  the  Exchequer,  there  arose  a competi- 
tion, both  pleading  my  Lord  Portland’s  favour  and  the  King’s 
gift,  and  the  dates  Imt  of  a week’s  difference.  The  plea  Ixeing 
referred  to  the  King,  there  is  no  decision  yet  come. 

“ I hope  I have  your  leave  for  using  another  hand,  and  that 
you  will  jxai'don  this  long  letter.’’ 

Siqneil.  Kndorsed  hi  Shrnrfsljim/ : Secretary  Johnstoun. 

Jidy'lt).  Re.  26.  1695.' 
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[Shrewsbury]  to  Admiral  Russell. 

[16] 95,  July  23,  Whitehall. — “I  write  this  only  to  enclose 
some  late  advices*  I have  received  concerning  the  squadron 
fitted  out  at  Brest  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  of  Nes- 
mond,  which  will  inform  you  what  their  strength  is,  which  way 
they  are  gone,  and  what  is  thought  of  their  design  liy  those  who 
observed  their  preparations.  I must  leave  it  to  you  to  make 
your  own  judgment  upon  it,  and  accordingly  to  give  such  direc- 
tions as  you  think  requisite,  particularly  if  anything  lie  intended 
against  the  convoys  we  are  expecting  from  the  Straits,  that  it 
may  he  prevented  as  far  as  it  is  possible. 

[P.S.]  “I  think  fit  to  add  that  the  account  the  master  of  the 
Swedish  ship  gives  of  the  strength  of  the  squadron  now  gone 
from  Brest  agrees  with  what  has  been  writ  to  me  in  former  letters 
from  France.'’ 

Copy,  in  Sec.  Vernon’s  hand,  and  endorsed  by  him:  Sent  under 
my  Lord  Gallway's  cover,  with  the  extract  of  a letter  from  Brest 
of  the  15th  July,  and  of  Capt.  Mister’s  letter  of  the  20th  July, 
1695. 


Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1695,  July  23,  Whitehall. — bias  received  his  letters  of  28  June 
and  1 July.  Recommended  Mr.  Plowman  at  the  request  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Bank.  They  desire  to  be  informed  if  he  gives 
any  ground  of  suspicion.  {The  rest  is  printed  by  Coxe.) 

Copy. 


Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  July  23. — “ Mr.  Meesters  was  with  me  this  morning, 
and  told  me  the  fireship  will  he  ready  tomorrow  night.  I do 
believe  the  Coventry  may  do  the  service  as  well  as  the  Rochester, 
but  the  Captain  must  come  to  town  for  his  instructions.  I wrote 
last  night,  as  your  Grace  directed  me,  to  Neckson,  to  come  up 
without  delay,  and  do  hope  he  may  be  in  town  tomorrow  night.” 
Endorsed  : June  {sic)  23. 

Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1695,  July  24,  Whitehall. — “ I have  just  now  received  a letter 
from  Mr.  Blaithwayt  of  the  20th,  o.s.,  with  an  account  that  Dix- 
mude  is  surrendered  to  the  French,  and  that  it  is  now  again 
feared  that  Newport  may  be  attacked  ; whereupon  his  Majesty 
commands  that  all  things  for  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk  he 
immediately  dispatched  ; which  I thought  fit  to  transmit  to  your 
Lordship  by  express,  not  doubting  hut  the  importance  of  the 
matter,  as  well  as  his  Majesty’s  orders,  will  oblige  your  Lordship 
to  use  all  possible  expedition  to  appear  upon  that  coast,  and  put 
in  execution  what  you  shall  think  advisable  there.” 

Autograph  draft. 


* Not  found. 
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Galway  to  Siikhavsiiuiiy. 

1695,  July  25-Aug.  4,  Camp  near  Casal. — Sent  the  packet  for 
the  Admiral  by  way  of  Genoa.  The  French  have  received  ordei'S 
to  arm  their  vessels  at  Toulon,  and  give  out  that  4,000  sailors  are 
coming  from  the  west  by  land,  and  that  they  are  pressing  all  the 
boatmen  of  the  Ehone  and  other  rivers,  Ac.  Has  sent  word  to 
the  Admiral,  lest  the  French  should  arm,  and  pass  the  Strait. 
Two  Irish  Capuchins  have  passed  by  here,  coming  from  Home ; 
they  are  going  to  Ireland' by  way  of  France  and  England.  They 
asked  the  writer  for  a passport,  hut  he  told  them  he  could  not 
give  them  one  by  that  road.  The  older  of  the  two  gossiped  a 
good  deal  with  the  writer’s  people,  and  apparently  thought  he 
had  said  too  much,  as  they  have  both  departed  without  calling 
for  the  money  promised  them  by  the  writer  for  their  voyage. 
Sends  what  an  English  minister  gathered  from  this  monk,  who 
is  evidently  employed  on  some  mission,  but  does  not  know  “ all 
the  secret.”  Is  persuaded  the  French  are  amusing  the  Pope  with 
proposals  and  expectations  touching  the  re-estahlishment  of 
King  James.  This  monk  belongs  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Karrigfargus,  and  while  in  Ireland  was  protected  by  the  Marquis 
of  Antrim,  during  the  last  war.  Unfortunately  his  name  has 
been  forgotten. 

All  the  troops  are  marching  to  join  the  cavalry  in  Piedmont, 
except  seven  battalions,  which  remain  here  with  the  writer. 
His  II. II.  has  summoned  all  the  general  officers  to  be  at  Turin 
on  the  8th  or  10th,  to  determine  what  is  to  be  done.  Nothing 
can  be  done  at  sea  this  year.  Hopes  measures  will  at  once  be 
taken  against  next  year.  His  II. II.  is  set  upon  the  conquest  of 
Pignerol,  which  would  enable  great  things  to  be  attempted  at  sea, 
where  the  troops  now  defending  Piedmont  could  then  be 
employed.  We  are  impatiently  awaiting  news  from  Namur,  and 
hope  for  the  King’s  success  ; tbe  undertaking  is  a glorious  one, 
but  very  audacious. 

French.  II.  14  Aug. 

[I’aper  enclosed  in  the  prcccdi/q/.] 

[1695,]  July  25. — “ Some  discourse  being  passed  about  the 
sudden  surrender  of  Cazal,  it  was  said  that  the  Pope  was  a better 
politician  than  the  whole  Society  of  Jesuits  put  together,  because 
he  had  effectually  done  that  which  they  have  long  endeavoured 
to  little  purpose.  With  the  zeal  of  an  Holy  Father  he  had  so 
espoused  King  James’s  cause  that  he  was  the  more  obliging  to 
the  King  of  France  upon  his  account,  not  doubting  thereby  of 
carrying  it  on  with  its  desired  success. 

“ In  order  thereto  it  hath  been  projected  at  Piome  that  the 
King  of  France  must  by  degrees  take  oft'  that  jealousy  which  the 
Catholic  Princes  of  Europe  have  of  him,  and  retort  it  upon  the 
King  of  England,  commonly  styled  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
beginning  with  the  Pidnces  of  Italy  first,  by  a cautious  surrender 
of  those  towns  which  he  holds  from  them  ; whence  it  was  known 
in  Rome,  two  monthsMefore  the  siege  of  Cazal  was  begun,  that 
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it  was  to  be  surrendered  within  nine  days  after  the  trenches 
were  to  be  opened  ; and  it  is  now  expected  there,  that  the  same 
surrender  of  Nizza  and  Pignerol  will  be  made  when  the 
Confederate  army  in  Piedmont  shall  besiege  either  of  them  in 
form.  The  reason  of  which  is  said  to  be,  that  tlie  Italian 
Princes,  seeing  the  French  King  to  surrender  these  towns  in  a 
time  wherein  he  is  well  able  to  defend  them,  may  l)e  persuaded  that 
the  French  King  doth  this  for  their  sakes,  and  his  own  desire  of 
a public  and  a lasting  peace,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  such  an 
universal  monarchy  as  they  have  so  long  pretended  to  fear. 

“ What  is  to  be  done  for  King  James  is,  that  his  Holiness  the 
Pope  will  transmit  a considerable  sum  of  money  to  the  Congre- 
gation de  propaganda  fide,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  his  service 
or  elsewhere.  What  is  at  present  to  be  done  for  him  in  France 
is,  that  fifty  sail  of  men-of-war,  carrying  eighty  guns  each,  are 
now  ready  at  Brest,  if  not  gone,  to  transport  him  into  Ireland, 
where  several  missionaries  are  gone  already  from  Rome  to 
attend  him. 

“When  all  is  done,  the  chief  hopes  are  that  the  French  King’s 
declining  of  an  universal  monarchy  on  the  one  hand,  and  his  great 
zeal  for  the  Catholic  religion  on  the  other,  will  so  far  undeceive 
all  the  Catholic  Princes  engaged  against  him  as  to  permit  him, 
if  not  to  join  with  him  in  his  righteous  undertakings  against 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  which  are  to  know  no  end  until  his  Brother 
the  King  of  England  shall  be  re-established  on  his  throne. 

“ All  that  was  material  in  relation  to  the  Fleets  was,  that  the 
French  King  was  resolved  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  late 
Cardinal  de  Mazarin,  which  is,  that  he  would  dodge  both  English 
and  Dutch  fleets  so  long,  that  after  their  long  and  great  expenses 
at  sea  he  would  be  able  to  deal  with  them,  as  they  have  deserved, 
by  bringing  a great  part  of  them  home  in  triumph.” 

Endorsed  hg  Shreirshurg  : July  25. 

The  M4.EQUIS  OF  Tweeddale  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  July  27,  Edinburgh. — “ This  noble  Lord  the  Earl  of 
Annandale  hath  so  well  acquit  himself  as  President  of  our  last 
Session  of  Parliament  that  he  mei’its  the  countenance  and  favour 
of  all  concerned  in  the  King’s  service,  and  I do  heartily  recom- 
mend him  to  your  Grace  ; whom  you  may  safely  trust  in  the 
account  he  can  give  you  how  matters  have  passed  in  our  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  the  behaviour  of  persons,  some  whereof  have  boldly 
given  an  account  of  themselves,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  others, 
especially  to  Flanders,  of  which  we  have  a report  from  thence, 
taking  advantage  of  the  continuing  the  Parliament  four  days 
longer  than  was  allowed  at  first,  though  the  King  had  by  an 
order  upon  the  fifth  day  allowed  it  to  sit  six  and  twenty  longer ; 
whereof  seventeen  having  dispatched  our  affairs,  and  preventing 
a new  application  to  the  King  for  changes  of  persons  in  the 
Government,  which  I had  reason  to  believe  would  not  relish  with 
him,  I adjourned  them  ten  days  sooner  than  he  allowed  their 
sitting  ; and  besides,  taking  advantage  of  the  laying  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  for  enquiry  into  the  slaughter  of  Glenco 
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before  the  Parliament,  upon  their  repeated  instances  and  zeal  to 
vindicate  his  Majesty’s  Government  from  so  horrid  a murther, 
as  doth  appear  by  their  Address,  have  misrepresented  that  which 
I humbly  conceive  was  the  best  service  1 could  have  done  the 
King  in  my  station  ; but  I hope  the  King  will  understand  better 
that  what  was  done  in  those  two  particulars,  and  that  of  my 
Lord  Bradalbin  (which  was  an  emergent  in  the  empiiry  about 
Glenco),  was  done  for  his  service,  and  that  there  was  much  more 
forborne  both  in  relation  to  my  Lord  Stairs,  President  of  the 
Session,  and  others,  to  avoid  aspersing  such  as  the  King  hath 
thought  tit  to  continue  so  long  in  the  Government  here  notwith- 
standing of  {sic)  the  renewed  desires  of  his  Parliament,  which  they 
have  left  to  himself  at  this  time,  in  confidence  that  he  will  do  it 
of  himself,  to  express  his  care  of  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
kingdom  in  all  events.  If  your  Lordship  have  anything  to 
enquire  concerning  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom,  my  Lord  will 
abundantly  supply  all  that  can  be  said  by,”  &c. 

Sinned.  E.  Aug.  2nd. 

[Seceet.\ry]  J.  Johnstoun  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  July  27,  Ed  [inbu]  r [gh] . — ” The  bearer,  the  Earl  of 
Annandale,  can  inform  your  Grace  thoroughly  of  our  proceedings 
since  he  i)receeded  [presided]  in  the  Parliament.  You  have  heard 
of  the  wrong  steps  he  made  formerly,  being  seduced  by  his  brother- 
in-law,  Sir  J.  Montgomery  ; he  also  suffered  in  his  reputation, 
because  of  his  ingenuity,  in  which  he  was  rather  unfortunate 
than  guilty.  Any  man  might  have  done  what  he  did,  since  what 
he  did  was  to  wrong  no  man,  and  could  have  wronged  only  those 
who,  having  engaged  him  in  a plot,  betrayed  him  by  discovering 
it  without  his  knowledge.  He  has,  since  that  time,  acted  for  the 
Government  with  so  much  both  capacity  and  zeal  that  even  his 
enemies  do  him  justice.  He  has  a considerable  estate  and 
interest  in  the  country,  and  your  Grace’s  friendship  to  him,  of 
which  he  is  very  desirous,  will  both  be  of  use,  and  will  be  a 
particular  obligation  upon  your  Grace’s,”  Ac. 

E.  Aug.  2nd. 


Admiral  Eussell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  July  27,  o.s.,  H.M.S.  Britannia  in  Barcellona  Eoad. — 
“ Since  the  letters  I troubled  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Jus- 
tices and  your  Grace  with  from  this  place,  I have  ordered  a sur- 
vey upon  the  ships  in  the  Fleet  of  the  first,  second,  and  third 
rates,  and  though  most  of  them  (according  to  the  surveys) 
ought  now  to  be  upon  their  way  for  England,  the  ships  mentioned 
in  the  margin  [Soveraigne,  St.  Andrew,  Duke,  Sandwich, 
St.  ^lichael,  Suffolke,  Vulture  Eire-ship]  are  found  to  be  in  so 
miserable  a condition  that,  unless  they  proceed  immediately,  ’tis 
impossible  there  can  be  any  hopes  of  their  getting  home  ; and 
truly  I am  in  some  pain,  fearing  they  may  meet  with  ill  weather 
in  their  passage.  Now  these  are  gone  the  Fleet  of  English  con- 
sists of  thirty,  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  rates,  and  the 
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Dutch  of  foui'teeu,  so  that  your  Grace  will  see  I am  forty-four 
in  number  from  the  fourth  rate  upwards.  I hope  it  will  not  be 
long  before  I am  joined  by  more  ships  of  either  nation,  or  that 
the  enemy  will  not  have  any  advice  of  my  strength  ; but  if  they 
have,  I will  make  the  best  defence  I can. 

“ I cannot  help  telling  your  Grace  I am  not  very  forward  to 
struggle  w'ith  so  great  a disproportion  of  strength  as  probably  I 
may  meet  wuth.  I forsee  many  difficulties  I shall  lie  under  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  as  ships  not  being  able  to  return  for 
England,  the  soldiers  too  numerous  to  be  brought  home  in  so 
few  ships,  and  many  others  which  I decline  troubling  your 
Grace  with. 

“ The  ships  that  are  now  under  orders  for  England  are  directed 
to  join  the  Turkey  convoy  at  Cadiz,  and  proceed  with  them  home 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Munden.  I have  set  down  in  the 
margin  what  ships  of  war  returns  [return]  with  that  convoy, 
by  which  you  will  see  I have  taken  care  of  their  safety. 
[Grafton,  Warspight,  Edgarr,  Tyger  Prize,  Sunderland,  Chatham, 
Loy'*  Merchh  Princess  Ann,  Greyhound,  Griffin  Fire-ship.] 

“ The  Vice-King  of  this  place  has  desired  my  assistance  in 
regaining  Palamos.  I am  now  sailing  to  Blanos  to  consult  with 
him  there.  This  expected  service  and  the  few  ships  I have  with 
me  has  induced  the  Flag-Officers  to  alter  their  former  resolution 
of  going  before  Thoulon.” 

Signed.  E.  Sept.  10th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1695,  July  30,  Whitehall. — “ Since  mine  of  the  23rd,  which 
was  sent  over  land  to  my  Lord  Galloway,  to  be  conveyed  to  you, 
giving  an  account  of  two  ninety-gun  ships  and  four  from  fifty  to 
sixty  guns,  with  two  fire-ships,  which  are  lately  gone  out  from 
Brest  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  of  Nesmond,  by  further 
advices  I am  informed  that  squadron  is  strengthened  by  one 
man-of-war,  [which]  joined  them  from  Port  Lewis,  called  le 
Franqois,  whose  force  I do  not  exactly  know,  and  one  more  fire- 
ship, so  that  now  they  are  supposed  to  be  seven  men-of-war  and 
three  fire-ships.  ...  I confess  myself  altogether  at  a stand  w'hat 
to  guess  of  their  design,  but  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you 
with  it. 

“I  have  since  received  fresher  accounts  that  on  the  12th 
of  July,  O.S.,  this  above-mentioned  squadron  was  not  sailed 
from  Brest,  but  remained  there  ready,  expecting  nothing  but 
orders. 

“ I must  not  forget  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
14th  June,  o.s.  His  Majesty  has  been  acquainted  with  the  in- 
conveniencies  arrived  from  the  Dutch  ships  wanting  provisions 
and  cleaning.” 

Copy.  Endorsed  by  Shrewsbury : One  sent  by  the  way  of  the 
Groyne,  and  a duplicate  the  same  day  to  Lord  Gallway. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  July  30. — “I  understand  by  Mr.  Molesworth  that  he 
intends  very  soon  to  go  for  Ireland,  to  be  present  at  the  Session 
of  Parliament ; and  further  discoursing  with  him  upon  occasion 
of  his  name’s  being  mentioned  by  mistake  as  made  a Privy 
Councillor  of  Ireland,  instead  of  Mr.  Aldworth’s,  in  one  of  the 
foolish  printed  newspapers  that  are  common  here,  I plainly 
discovered  that  such  a mark  of  his  Majesty’s  and  your  Excellency’s 
favour  would  not  be  displeasing  to  him.  . . . 

“ I have  this  day  signed  a letter  recommending  my  Lord 
Bellew’s  and  one  Mr.  White’s  cases  to  your  Excellency.”  . . . 

A utof/raj^h  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1695,  July  30,  Whitehall. — Mr,  Secretai’y  Trenchard  has 
delivered  all  his  letters  on  “the  business  of  the  commerce”  to 
i\Ir.  Mountague,  who  is  better  instructed  in  that  matter  than  the 
writer.  Has  acquainted  Mr.  Blathwayt  with  his  suggestion 
touching  a resident  at  Geneva. 

Copy. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  July  31,  Chappell  Izode. — “I  can  never  make  any 
omission  to  your  Grace  that  it  is  not  a trouble  to  me,  but  my 
not  answering  yours  of  the  13th  when  the  Bills  w’ere  returned, 
was  caused  by  a little  journey  I took,  to  run  for  a plate,  the  better 
to  discourse  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  country. 

“ This  last  post  has  brought  me  one  of  the  16th  and  [one 
of  the]  18th  instant,  the  former  of  which  shows  me  his 
Majesty’s  gracious  allowance  to  my  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Walkinton,  the  success  of  which  (I  hope)  will  give  me  such  credit 
with  the  Church,  as  that  I shall  be  able  to  make  that  part  of 
the  State  sound  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Protestant  religion. 

. “ My  Lord,  I wall  inquire  into  the  case  of  my  Lord  Belle w,  as 
to  his  outlawry,  and  give  your  Grace  a speedy  account  thereof. 

[P.S.]  “I  am  to  the  last  degree  under  trouble  to  hear  this 
post  that  Mr.  Russell  is  returning  into  England.  I hope  it  is  not 
true.” 

R.  Aug.  5 th. 

Shrewsbury  to  Secretary  Johnstoun. 

1695,  Aug.  1,  Whitehall. — “ I give  you  many  thanks  for  the 
favour  of  yours  of  July  the  19th.  I was  out  of  town  that  evening 
Sir  Thomas  Livingston  called  at  my  house  to  deliver  it,  and 
returned  so  ill  of  the  cholic  that  in  three  or  four  days  I was 
in  no  condition  to  see  company,  which  prevented  me  the  favour 
of  a visit  he  designed  me  before  he  went  for  Flanders,  for  which 
I should  be  glad  he  knew  1 were  sorry. 

“ Some  of  the  Dissenters  of  Ireland  have  applied  themselves  to 
me  upon  the  same  subject  they  solicited  you,  but  it  falls  out  that 
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the  Council  there  not  having  transmitted  any  Bill  to  that  effect, 
the  forms,  as  I am  told,  will  not  allow  a second  transmission 
after  the  first  is  returned,  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament]. 
It  is  likewise  objected  by  several  of  the  Bis  [hops]  and  Church 
party  in  Ireland,  that  a toleration  there  at  present  is  not  so 
reasonable  as  it  was  here,  until  the  Dissenters  will  agree  to  pass 
an  Act  for  qualifying  themselves  by  the  Test,  which  is  not  in 
force  there  as  it  is  here ; so  that  if  the  toleration  passed  without 
the  other,  the  Nonconformists  in  Ireland  would  be  in  a better 
condition  than  those  in  England,  which  many  think  not  reason- 
able, but  dangerous  to  the  Established  Church,  they  being  so 
numerous  in  that  kingdom ; hut  for  all  this,  when  the 
Par  [liament]  meets,  if  the  Council  think  fit  to  transmit  such  a 
Bill,  it  shall  have  all  the  assistance  I can  give  it  here.  Having 
had  this  summer  several  occasions  of  writing  to  the  King,  I 
have  often  made  use  of  them  to  express  such  thoughts  of  the 
affairs  in  Scotland  as  I conceived  were  agreeable  to  your  opinion 
by  the  papers  your  brother  has  constantly  showed  me,  but 
he  never  once  has  returned  any  answer  to  that  part  of  my 
letters  ; a sure  sign  I take  it  that  he  has  no  mind  I should 
meddle  in  Scotch  matters.  However,  that  has  not  hindered  my 
writing  once  again  as  you  desired  in  your  last. 

“ No  man  can  more  readily  and  sensibly  comprehend  the  un- 
easiness of  your  station  than  myself.  I never  yet  was  a month 
in  business  without  wishing  thirty  times  to  be  out  of  it.  Even 
when  things  go  the  best,  it  has  its  disgusts  ; but  to  be  in  a post 
where  much  good  is  expected,  and  see  how  little  one  is  able  to 
do,  is  hardly  to  he  borne  ; and  yet,  whilst  one  is  able  to  do  any 
good,  or  prevent  much  mischief,  when  it  is  plain  one’s  retirement 
would  make  room  for  knavery  and  treachery,  I doubt  one  is 
obliged  to  consider  the  public  so  much  more  than  one’s  self,  that 
it  is  hardly  honest  to  retreat.  This  doctrine  is  much  easier,  I 
confess,  to  jmeach  than  to  practise.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Shkewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1695,  Aug.  2,  Whitehall. — “I  communicated  your  letter  of  the 
29th  July  to  the  Lords  Justices,  who  were  extreme  ready  to 
contribute  everything  on  their  parts  to  hinder  a meeting  between 
your  Lordship  and  Sir  George  Kooke.  He  is  not  intended  to  go 
on  board  in  the  Downs,  but  at  Ports  [mouth] ; and  I suppose  you 
will  receive  directions  from  the  Admiralty  to  expect  in  the  Downs 
fresh  orders,  after  having  performed  the  services  at  Dunkirk, 
Calais,  or  other  places  uj^on  that  coast.” 

Autograph  draft. 

[Shrewsbury]  to  Secretary  Johnstoun. 

1695,  Aug.  3,  Whitehall. — “Your  brother  has  informed  me 
of  a very  considerable  discovery  from  a fine  lady  that  he  hopes 
he  shall  put  into  your  hands  to  forward.  Your  packets  have 
such  ill  luck,  that  i shall  enlarge  no  further,  concluding  he  does, 
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but  only  assure  }’OU  that  I believe  it  is  in  her  power  to  tell  what 
would  be  extremely  for  the  interest  of  his  Majesty,  the  public, 
and  of  us  in  particular  to  be  informed  of.  It  is  reasonable  to 
imagine  she  may  insist  on  good  terms,  and  to  have  what  is 
promised  better  secured  than  generally  those  sort  of  rewards  are. 
I am  so  very  desirous  his  Majesty  should  know  the  bottom  of  what 
I am  sure  she  can  say,  that  I will  join  in  making  any  representa- 
tion shall  be  thought  reasonable,  and  pawn  my  own  credit  for  the 
performance  of  what  shall  be  promised.  I have  your  letter  of 
the  27th,  though  I have  not  seen  my  Lord  Anandale,  but  shall 
be  very  ready  to  observe  what  you  recommend  on  his  subject.” 
Autograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Aug.  3,  Whitehall. — “ Mr.  Molesworth  designing  to 
attend  upon  your  Excellency  and  the  public  business  this 
Session  of  Parliament,  I could  not  let  him  go  without  saying 
something  from  him  to  you,  I am  sure  his  modesty  would  not 
allow  him  to  say  to  your  Excellency  himself,”  &c. 

“ I extremely  rejoice  at  the  disposition  I am  told  appears  to 
be  in  Ireland  of  a happy  session.” 

Autograph  draft.  Endorsed  : Sent  by  Mr.  Molesworth. 

Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Aug.  6,  between  Dover  and  Calais. — ” This  morning 
one  of  the  seamen  of  my  ship  came  to  me,  and  desired  a private 
hearing.  He  confessed  to  me  that  he  was  one  of  the  sentries 
that  went  away  with  Sir  James  Montgomery  ; that  he  is  lately 
come  from  St.  Germin’s,  and  can  discover  affairs  of  consequence 
if  this  confession  of  his  be  kept  secret.  I examined  him  no 
further,  but  have  secured  him.  If  your  Grace  pleases  privately 
to  send  a messenger  to  the  Downs  for  him,  I will  deliver  this 
man  to  him.  His  name  is  Thomas  Smith,  a Wiltshire  man.” 

11.  the  7 th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1695,  Aug.  7,  London. — “ I was  at  Windsor,  waiting  upon  the 
Prince  and  Princess,  when  I received  your  Lordship's  letter,  with 
the  account  of  your  no  success  at  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Meesters  is 
come  to  town,  and  endeavours  to  lay  the  fault  upon  his  not  being 
protected  by  the  frigates,  brigantines,  and  well-boats,  as  was 
agreed  at  the  council  of  war  ; for  which  reason,  he  says,  the 
masters  of  the  smoke-ships  were  obliged  to  set  their  vessels  on 
fire  before  they  could  be  laid  to  do  any  execution,  to  prevent  their 
own  ships  being  taken  prisoners.  For  the  same  reason,  he  says, 
he  ordered  the  machines  off’,  because,  there  being  no  strength 
ready  to  sustain  them,  they  must  have  unavoidably  fallen  into 
the  enemy’s  hands.  This  is  the  sum  of  what  he  alleges  ; to 
which  if  your  Lordship  thinks  it  worth  your  while  to  furnish  me 
with  a reply,  I will  make  the  best  use  of  it  I can  for  your  service.” 
Autograph  draft. 
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Beekeley  to  Sheewsbuby. 

1695,  Aug.  8,  Downs. — “ This  morning  early  I delivered  the  sea- 
man to  your  Grace’s  messenger,  having  encouraged  him  before- 
hand. He  promises  to  be  very  silent  till  he  comes  to  your  Grace, 
and  then  tell  all  he  knows.  He  seems  now  to  be  much  an 
Englishman,  by  reason,  as  I guess,  that  he  was  not  well  rewarded 
in  France.  Howsoever,  I have  given  the  warrant  to  the  messen- 
ger, bidding  him  not  make  use  of  it  unless  he  found  it  necessary. 

“As  for  Mr.  Meesters,  it  has  been  my  ill  fortune  to  have  to  do 
with  him  ; I foresee  [foresaw]  it,  and  did  all  I could  to  avoid  it, 
but  it  was  inevitable.  My  Lord,  he  is  certainly  near  akin  to  the 
father  of  falsehood ; but  to  lay  down  such  matters  for  truth,  as 
in  some  cases  I can  bring  a hundred  witnesses,  and  in  others  his 
own  hand,  to  vouch  the  contrary,  I protest,  though  I pretty  well 
know  the  man,  I wonder  at  his  confidence  or  forgetfulness ; 
sure  he  takes  no  notes.  The  frigates  of  which  he  com- 
plains stood  the  enemy’s  fire  above  half  an  hour,  staying  for 
Mr.  Meesters ; some  of  the  Captains  spoke  to  him,  and 
told  him  that  if  he  would  bring  one  of  his  ships  to  them, 
they  would  carry  them  as  near  as  they  pleased  ; others  of 
the  frigates  were  within  pistol  shot  of  the  smoke-ships,  and  no 
enemy’s  boat  near  them  when  they  set  on  fire.  As  for  the 
brigantines  and  well-boats,  it  was  agreed  at  the  last  council  of 
war  on  board  the  Charles  Galley,  which  good  Mr.  Meesters  has 
forgot,  that  they  were  not  to  go  on  till  after  the  machine  vessels, 
which  Mr.  Meesters  took  care  we  should  not  see  the  trial  of.  As 
for  his  denying  his  taking  the  machine  ships  with  him  when  he 
came  away,  besides  that  the  whole  Fleet  are  witnesses  of  it,  I 
have  an  order  by  me,  signed  by  him,  to  five  of  them  (to  follow 
him  immediately  as  they  would  answer  it  at  their  perils),  in  case 
they  had  not,  as  they  all  did,  sailed  with  him.  This  shows  his 
sincere  way  of  dealing,  and  I suppose  he  has  carried  up  three 
captains  of  smoke-ships,  who,  tw'O  of  them,  set  their  ships  on  fire 
much  nearer  to  us  than  the  enemy,  to  be  his  vouchers. 

“ I send  a short  account  to  Mr.  Vernon  of  the  whole  trans- 
action with  Mr.  Meesters,  taken  from  a little  higher,  to  show 
your  Grace  when  you  are  at  leisure.  Since  I frighted  Mr. 
Meesters,  I am  glad  the  ship  I sent  after  him  missed  him,  for  he 
would  have  been  a trouble  to  me,  though  I should  be  very  glad 
some  way  were  found  to  have  this  business  tried,  to  prove  where 
the  fault  lies.  He  was  so  little  himself  when  before  Dunkirque 
that  he  had  ordered  all  the  provisions  and  spare  things  from  the 
machines  on  board  the  Ephraim,  and  next  day  having,  I suppose, 
forgot  it,  clapped  a hag  or  two  of  tow  in  her,  and  burnt  her  for 
a smoke-ship.  He  said,  since  he  came  away,  that  he  would  not 
have  gone  on  the  attack  of  Calais  for  a thousand  pound ; there 
I give  him  credit ; nor  on  that  of  Dunkirque  for  three. 

“I  beg  your  Grace’s  pardon  for  troubling  you  with  his  follies, 
but  if  one  did  not  contradict  a prating  fellow,  some  there  are, 
who  would  believe  him.  All  our  bomb  vessels  are,  thank  God, 
got  in  safe,  hut  several  of  them  miserably  shattered.  I shall  send 
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an  account  to  the  Admiralty,  so  soon  as  I can  get  it  ready,  of 
their  defects.  There  may  be  three  or  four  in  pretty  good  condi- 
tion, which,  if  thought  worth  the  while,  with  two  or  three  frigates, 
might  burn  two  or  three  pretty  trading  towns  to  the  westward  of 
Diep.” 

R.  9th. 


Sheewsbuey  to  Beekeley. 

1695,  Aug.  8,  Whitehall. — . . . “With  the  first  opportunity 
I will  observe  your  Lordship’s  directions,  in  representing  the 
matter  of  Dunkirke  to  his  Majesty  as  you  desire ; but  take  the 
liberty  to  observe  to  you,  that  if  Admiral  Allemond’s  opinion 
of  Mr.  Meesters’  proceedings  be  as  I understand  it  is,  one  line 
from  him  to  the  King,  or  my  Lord  Portland,  will  be  of  more  weight 
than  what  any  of  us  can  say,  because  he  will  not  be  suspected 
of  partiality  against  his  countryman,  whatever  others  may.’’ 
Copy. 


Sheewsbuey  to  Beekeley. 

1695,  Aug.  9,  Whitehall. — “ By  the  order  you  will  receive  to- 
day from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  you  will  understand  the 
desire  we  have  here  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  upon  Calais, 
not  only  that  the  campaign  might  end  with  something  more 
successful  than  the  business  of  Dunkirk,  but  also  because  we 
remember  how  dissatisfied  his  Majesty  w'as  the  last  year  that 
Calais  was  not  bombarded,  though  the  summer  season  was  then, 
I remember,  farther  advanced  than  it  is  now.”  . . . 

A^itograph  draft. 

Beekeley  to  Sheewsbuey. 

1695,  Aug.  9,  Downs. — “ I am  mightily  importuned  to 
write  to  your  Grace  about  the  renewing  Captain  Peterson’s  pass, 
that  was  formerly  sent  to  Brest,  and  stopped  by  a Guernzy 
privateer.  The  merchants  have  certainly  a design  of  traffic  by 
this  underhand ; your  Grace  will  judge  whether  the  intelligence 
he  can  now  bring  from  Brest  will  countervail  the  damage  the 
nation  may  receive  by  their  endeavouring  to  import  some  few 
French  commodities.” 

E.  15. 


Capel  to  Sheewsbuey. 

[16]  95,  Aug.  9,  Chappell  Izode. — “Your  Grace’s  of  the  30th  of 
•July  came  safe  to  me  yesterday,  and  the  hint  you  there  give  me 
touching  the  making  Mr.  Molesworth  a Privy  Councillor  here 
agrees  the  most  with  my  inclination  that  can  be.  But  tbe  means 
at  jH'esent  how’  to  bring  it  to  pass  (considering  a passage  in  your 
Grace’s  letter)  I doubt  will  have  difficulty  in  it ; and  yet,  should 
this  sessions  of  Parliament  prove  successful,  many  of  the 
obstacles  he  meets  withall  at  Court  (I  conceive)  would  vanish, 
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because  I am  persuaded  no  man  is  likely  to  be  so  well  heard, 
and  to  have  an  interest  in  those  that  will  pretend  to  be  popular, 
as  himself.  . . . 

“ I have  not  yet  heard  of  the  letter  you  mention  in  behalf  of 
my  Lord  Bellew  and  Mr.  White,  but  when  I do,  nothing  shall  be 
neglected  on  my  part  therein. 

“I  had  your  Grace’s  in  favour  of  Mr.  Keightly,  who  doubtless 
did  do  me  right  to  the  several  persons  mentioned  by  him ; but 
by  his  most  secret  intimacies  here  with  some  persons,  especially 
with  one,  I cannot  but  judge  him  by  the  rule  of  the  Spanish 
proverb  ; and  though  he  may  find  he  shall  live  easily  wdth  me, 
and  that  I will  preserve  him  in  his  post,  yet  I must  confess  I 
become  void  of  all  friendship  to  those  that  do  not  assert  (without 
reserve)  the  interest  of  this  Prince,  that  has  done  so  much  for 
us.” 

K 15. 


Secbetary  J.  Johnstoun  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 96,  Aug.  10,  Ed[inbu]r [gh] . — “I  have  of  late  had  the 
favour  of  two  from  you.  I shall  let  the  subject  of  the  first  alone 
till  I have  the  honour  to  wait  on  you  ; and  when  the  person  you 
write  of  in  the  other  comes,  all  care  shall  be  taken  to  render  the 
service  offered  effectual.  All  business  is  now  over  here  till 
winter.” 

K.  19. 


List  of  the  Turkey  Fleet  and  Convoy. 

1695,  Aug.  [10-]  20. — “ A list  of  the  Men-of-war,  Convoy  to  the 
Turkish  Ships,  who  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz  the  20th  August, 
1695,  n.s.,  in  the  morning. 


Bates. 

1 Koyall  Soveraigne 

1 St.  Andrew  - 

2 St.  Michell  - 

2 Duke  - 

3 Edgar  - 
3 Grafton 
3 Suffolk 

3 Warspight  - 

4 Sunderland  - 
4 Tyger  Prize  - 

4 Loyall  Merchant  - 
4 Chatham 
4 Princess  Ann 
4 Vreed,  a Dutch  shiji 
6 Greyhound  - 
Griffin 
Vulture 


Caj)t.  Whitaker 
Capt.  Cornwall 
Capt.  Munden 
Capt.  Shovell 

Capt.  Pedar — in  Cadiz  before 
Capt.  Fitzpatrick 
Capt.  Bellwood 

Capt.  Beverly — in  Cadiz  before 
Capt.  Weeks 
Capt.  Sincocke 
Capt.  Harris — a hired  ship 
Capt.  Leader 

Capt.  Wakelin — a hired  ship 
Capt.  Atkins 
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“A  list  of  the  Merchant  Ships  under  their  Convoy,  viz. : — 


Reward 

Expedition 

George 

Chandois - 

Crown 

Concord  

Richard 

Ruby  - - 

Jacob  ------- 

Bonadventure  - . - - 

Prosperous  Africk  - - - 

William  and  John  - - - 

Robert  and  James  - - - 

Burton 


Jonas  Cocke  ] 

Soanes  fScanderoon. 

Jno.  Warwick 
Robt.  Beaton 
Postil.  Salloway 
Richd.  Young 
Jno.  Leatherland 
Alex.  Kenion 
Jno.  Smith 
Rog.  Mayers 
Wm.  Lambert 

Jno.  Orchard  Galipoly. 

Ingledew  Ulicant 

Wattson  JAlicant. 


I Smirna. 
) 

) 

fZant. 


Three  Dutch  merchant-ships,  one  from  Venice  and  two  from 
Smirna. 

A small  New  York  Briganteen,  in  19  days  from  Newfound 
Land.” 

Endorsed  by  Sec.  Vernon : List  of  the  Turkey  Fleet  and 
Convoy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Aug.  15,  Whitehall. — “I  am  extremely  satisfied  with 
what  your  Lordship  says  in  relation  to  Mr.  Molesworth,  and  do 
not  doubt  but  he  will  be  so  too. 

“ What  I writ  concerning  Mr.  Kightley  was  true  so  far  as 
was  mentioned  in  my  own  knowledge,  though  what  you  suspect 
may  be  true  at  the  same  time,  and  if  it  be,  I have  nothing  to  say 
in  his  defence. 

“ I have  here  enclosed  sent  your  Excellency  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  my  Lord  Gall  way,  mentioning  two  Capucin  Friars 
that  design  coming  through  France  and  England  into  Ireland. 
Their  mission  and  the  intent  of  it  you  will  perceive  by  the 
papers.  I wish  they  were  better  described,  that  they  might  be 
discovered,  but  all  I have  I send.” 

Copy,  with  a postscript  in  Shrewsbury's  hand:  “Mr.  Henry 
Boyle  does  not  go  into  Ireland  as  I sent  you  word,  this  Parlia- 
ment, but  my  Lord  Clifford,  his  elder  brother,  does  the  first 
opportunity.” 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury 

[16]  95,  Aug.  15,  Chappell  Izode. — “ In  mine  of  the  18th  of 
June  I acquainted  your  Grace  that  I did  not  think  it  convenient 
to  send  over  a Bill  for  confirming  the  Articles  of  Limerick  in  the 
first  transmission. 

“My  Lord  Chancellor  has  lately  been  with  me,  and  told  me  be 
looked  upon  himself  concerned  to  get  those  Articles  confirmed  ; 
that  he  was  personally  interested  to  have  it  done,  lying  under 
great  difficulties,  and  many  censures  passing  upon  him  for  his 
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proceedings  in  Chancery  in  reference  to  suits  for  trespasses  com- 
mitted during  the  time  of  the  War,  which  could  not  be  well 
avoided  till  this  matter  of  the  Articles  were  settled  in  Parlia- 
ment ; and  pressed  me  to  write  to  his  Majesty  to  that  purpose, 
or  that  he  might  do  it  himself  (which  I could  not  refuse) ; and 
yesterday  he  shewed  me  his  letters  upon  this  occasion  to  the 
King,  to  my  Lord  Keeper,  and  to  yourself. 

“ ’Tis  fit  I should  repeat  to  his  [sic)  Grace  what  I have  formerly 
said  upon  this  subject;  that  I believed  the  sixth  Article  (made  to 
indemnify  all  persons  within  the  Articles  from  being  sued  or 
molested  for  any  trespasses)  would  never  be  confirmed  in  Parlia- 
ment in  the  same  latitude  the  Irish  desire  it  may  he  interpreted  ; 
but  that  if  his  Majesty  should  not  think  fit  to  mention  the  Articles 
to  the  Parliament,  the  Commons  would  not  take  any  notice  of 
the  Articles.  That  the  King  is  indeed  obliged  by  the  12th  Article 
to  use  his  endeavours  that  the  Articles  be  confirmed  in  Parlia- 
ment ; but  then  I conceive  this  should  be  done  upon  a petition 
from  the  Irish,  and  they  (who  were  the  best  judges  of  their  own 
interest)  having  never  addressed  for  any  such  Act,  it  was  to  be 
considered  wdiether  bringing  in  such  a Bill  might  not  revive  the 
remembrance  of  past  injuries,  and  turn  more  to  their  prejudice 
should  the  Bill  be  rejected,  which  might  probably  happen  to  be 
the  case  ; for  I could  never  observe  any  tendency  or  disposition 
in  the  Council,  or  indeed  in  any  of  the  country  gentlemen,  that 
such  a Bill  should  be  prepared  ; nor  did  my  Lord  Chancellor  ever 
think  fit  to  move  it  at  the  Board. 

“Fearing  therefore  it  might  discompose  his  Majesty’s  other 
affairs  in  Parliament,  I must  confess  I was  never  over  forward  to 
encourage  the  bringing  in  of  this  Bill.  And  having  formerly  writ 
my  thoughts  upon  this  subject,  and  receiving  no  further  direc- 
tion, I did  not  think  it  reasonable,  upon  what  my  Lord  Chancellor 
said  privately  to  me,  to  propose  bringing  in  a Bill  to  the  Council 
Board  for  confirming  the  Articles  of  Limerick,  without  having 
some  intimation  first  of  his  Majesty's  pleasure.” 

E.  27. 


Tweeddale  to  Sheewsbuky. 

1695,  Aug.  17,  Edinburgh. — “I  have  yours  of  the  first  of 
August  after  I had  wrote  by  the  Earl  of  Annandale,  who  I 
hope  before  now  hath  given  your  Grace  a full  account  of  our 
affairs,  and  the  condition  of  the  Government  at  present,  wherein 
I find  myself  as  much  embarrassed  as  ever  by  the  constitution  of 
all  the  Courts,  whereof  I can  expect  no  remedy  till  the  King’s 
coming  over,  and  therefore  resolve  to  have  few  meetings  of  the 
several  Courts  till  then,  and  such  only  as  are  necessary.  We 
have  got  the  affairs  of  the  Revenue  settled  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  considerably  beyond  what  was  expected,  whereof  I will  not 
trouble  your  Grace  with  a detail. 

“ The  Treasury  is  reduced  to  the  quorum  of  three  by  the 
death  of  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow,  and  the  Earl  of  Cassilis  his 
going  to  London,  the  Duke  of  Queensberrie’s  going  to  the 
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country,  and  the  Earl  of  liradalbin  being  the  Parliament’s 
prisoner.  And  because  the  King  may  be  early  spoke  to,  even 
before  be  comes  over,  for  supplying  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow’s 
place,  I must  entreat  your  Grace,  if  the  multitude  of  your  affairs 
with  the  King  will  allow  it,  and  that  it  be  agreeable  to  you  so 
far  to  interpose  in  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  in  the  government 
whereof  England  is  not  a little  concerned,  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  write  in  my  son’s  favours,  who  possibly  is  known  to 
your  Grace,  and  of  whom  you  may  have  an  account  from  others, 
he  having  lived  much  in  England.  I dare  only  answer  for  his 
integrity  and  faithfulness  to  the  Government,  and  he  is  in  some 
measure  known  to  the  King.  Mr.  Secretary  Johnstoun  is  gone 
north,  who  could  have  said  more  of  him  than  I can.  The 
apprehension  of  being  prevented  hath  prevailed  thus  far  with 
me,  with  the  conlidence  that  your  Grace  will  believe  that  it  is  no 
private  interest  but  the  King’s  service  is  intended  therein.” 
Signed.  R.  23. 


Shrewsbury  to  Portland. 

1695,  Aug.  23,  Whitehall. — “It  is  so  fit  for  me  to  expect  that 
his  Majesty  should  take  his  greatest  leisure,  to  give  me  the 
honour  of  a letter  (if  he  does  it  at  all),  that  I am  only  ashamed 
he  should  give  your  Lordship  any  trouble  on  my  account. 

“The  posture  of  your  affairs  are  [is]  so  critical,  not  only  to 
you  that  are  to  be  engaged  in  the  immediate  action,  but  to  us 
and  all  Europe,  whose  liberty  and  beings  depend  on  your  success, 
that  as  Ave  are  not  without  our  apprehensions,  so  our  wishes  and 
prayers  are  for  your  success  and  safety,  and  mine  particularly 
for  your  Lordship.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1695,  Aug.  23,  Whitehall. — “ This  serves  only  to  acknow- 
ledge yours  of  the  3-13  August.  What  you  write  concerning  the 
Consul  of  Genoa  cannot  so  well  be  considered  or  remedied  now, 
as  when  his  Majesty  returns,  at  which  time  in  all  probability 
Mr.  Russell  will  be  here  also,  who  can  give  a more  exact  account 
of  the  state  of  that  affair.” 

Copy. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Aug.  23-Sept.  12,  Camp  near  Casal. — Thanks  him  for 
representing  to  the  King  the  proposal  for  secretly  keeping  a 
minister  at  Geneva.  Will  send  his  paper  to  Genoa,  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Admiral,  who,  when  last  heard  of,  was  betAveen 
Roses  and  Palamos. 

French. 


Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shreavsbury. 

1695,  Aug.  23,  Portsmouth. — “ The  errand  of  this  is  to 
inform  your  Grace  that  yesterday  afternoon  the  Shrewsbury, 


218 


Cambridge,  Yarmouth,  Lyme,  and  Blase  fire-ship  arrived 
at  Spithead.  ...  I must  confess  to  your  Grace  my 
apprehensions  will  not  be  little  that  the  consequence  of  coming 
upon  service  with  the  ships  under  the  miserable  mob  the 
generality  of  our  men  are,  may  be  very  fatal  to  us  ; so  that  in 
my  humble  opinion  the  Mary’s  and  the  bomb  vessels  [’]  men 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  ships  into  a tolerable 
condition  to  proceed  on  their  intended  voyage  ; the  qualities  of 
the  men  in  these  ships  lately  arrived  from  my  Lord  Bcrkely 
being  so  far  short  of  my  expectation,  that  with  all  the  helps  I 
propose  I do  despair  of  putting  the  Yarmouth  into  a condition  to 
sail  with  me.” 

K.  25.  Enclosure  : — 

“An  abstract”  of  the  numbers  of  men  on  board  the  ships 
above  named,  and  others. 


Shrewsbury  to  Tweeddale. 

1695,  Aug.  24,  London. — “Though  I cannot  presume  my 
writing  will  have  much  effect,  yet  I would  omit  no  occasion  to 
show  your  Lordship  my  readiness  to  obey  your  commands,  which 
I did  by  last  night’s  post.  When  I consider  the  father’s  services 
and  the  son’s  merit,  I cannot  in  the  least  question  but  your 
desire  will  have  the  success  I wish,  unless  his  Majesty  should  be 
pre-engaged,  which  I think  not  likely  in  this  case. 

“ The  affairs  of  Scotland  no  doubt  have  a very  near  relation  to 
those  of  England.  We  are  the  same  island,  have  the  same 
secret  and  open  enemies,  are  embarked  in  the  same  cause,  and 
one  must  be  very  short-sighted  not  to  perceive  we  cannot  long 
remain  quiet  if  disturbances  arise  among  you.  These  reasons 
make  me  glad  to  see  so  much  of  the  administration  trusted  in 
your  Lordship’s  hands.  If  at  any  time  I can  be  useful  towards 
the  improving  his  Majesty’s  confidence  in  a person  that  so  justly 
deserves  it,  my  poor  endeavours  shall  ever  be  at  your  disposal, 
from  my  good  wishes  to  Britain  and  our  common  interest.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Aug.  26,  Queene,  at  Spittheade. — “ To  enable  me  to 
comply  with  your  Grace’s  commands  in  relation  to  the  service 
of  Neckson,  I sent  for  Captain  Misters,  who  showed  me  a copy  of 
the  orders  he  has  left  with  the  master  of  the  Fortune ; by  which 
I think  he  has  exposed  that  business  more  to  discovery  than  the 
Butch  Gazette  did  before,  so  that  I do  despair  of  any  good  effect 
from  it.  And  therefore,  if  your  Grace  does  not  hear  from 
Neckson  very  soon,  I think  it  will  be  best  to  save  the  King  a 
further  charge  of  that  machine,  by  ordering  the  Admiralty  to  pay 
her  off,  and  lay  her  up  as  the  rest  are.  Your  Grace  cannot  but 
remember  the  pains  that  was  taken  to  explain  the  orders  to  this 
blockhead,  which  I thought  was  done  so  effectually,  as  it  would 
be  impossible  for  anything  endued  but  with  a moderate  share  of 
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human  reason  to  make  so  great  a l)lumler ; but  your  Grace  sees 
with  what  tools  we  are  forced  to  work,  this  man  being  what  they 
call  a true  thorough-paced  tarpawlyn,  and  truly  not  the  worst 
of  them  that  we  have  in  the  service.” 

E.  28. 


Shkewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695,  Aug.  27,  Whitehall. — “ Having  laid  your  letter  of  the 
23rd  before  the  Lords  Justices,  they  thereupon  discoursed  with 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralt}^  and  [I]  find  they  have  ordered  you 
not  only,  as  you  desire,  the  men  belonging  to  the  Mary  and  the 
unserviceable  bomb-vessels,  but  also  some  out  of  the  Kent,  so 
that  I hope  you  will  he  furnished  wutli  men  to  your  content.” 
Encloses  advices  from  Toulon.  Wishes  to  know  what  has  been 
done  by  Capt.  Mister  [s]  as  to  the  ship  he  convoyed  to  Ports- 
mouth. Has  heard  nothing  of  N [eckson] . 

Copy. 


Caper  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Aug.  28,  Dublin  Castle.— “ The  Parliament  met 
yesterday,  where  the  appearance  of  l..ords  and  Commons  was  con- 
siderable. There  was  [were]  some  apprehensions  of  heats  in  the 
election  of  a Speaker,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Attorney  General 
Eochford,  and  i\Ir.  Thomas  Broderick’s,  being  both  desirous  they 
should  pretend  to  it.  But  when  the  House  met,  it  appeared  so 
clear  on  the  side  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  Mr.  Brodericke 
most  readily  became  one  of  the  attenders  of  him  up  to  the 
chair,  and  this  was  done  in  a short  space  of  time ; Mr.  Sloane 
(in  this  time)  taking  another  part,  of  blasting  l)oth  their 
characters  as  men  quitting  their  country’s  interest  by  taking  to 
he  the  King’s  servants  ; closing  his  motion  by  proposing  a third 
man,  Mr.  Anslow,  of  the  North,  a great  stickler  for  tlie  sole 
right ; but  I am  assured  there  did  not  appear  six  voices  for  him. 
A fourth  was  acting  covertly  by  the  means  of  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  8ir  Jo.  Williamson,  but  his  name  was  not  mentioned, 
Mr.  Attorney’s  party  being  so  superior  to  anybody’s  else.  Upon 
all  which  proceedings  your  Grace  may  please  to  observe  that  it 
does  not  yet  appear  that  this  nation  are  so  mutinous  towards 
the  King,  since  they  are  so  unanimous  in  choosing  Mr.  Attorney 
to  be  the  first  Commoner  of  Ireland. 

” When  the  Speaker  is  approved  (which  will  be  tomorrow),  we 
shall  go  on  to  business,  and  there  shall  l)e  nothing  wanting  on 
my  part  to  make  all  things  easy,  provided  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  may  he  asserted,  as  by  law  is  established. 

“ It  was  of  great  service,  the  favour  you  did  me  by  the  early 
notice  your  Grace  gave  me  of  kir.  Harry  Boyl’s  coming  over, 
which  was  soon  guessed  here  to  l)e  in  order  to  he  Speaker.  But 
had  he  come,  he  had  met  with  some  opposition,  for  Mr.  Attorney 
and  Mr.  Broderike  readily  agreed  to  join  both  their  interests  to 
oppose  him  ; and  if  it  had  come  to  my  approving  of  him,  I was 
resolved  to  have  disapproved  of  him.  And  I have  lately  observed. 
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upon  his  name  being  upon  the  stage  for  this  place,  that  he  would 
have  found  but  cold  reception  here,  the  people  being  generally 
persuaded  that  he  is  under  the  management  of  my  Lord  Eochester 
and  my  Lord  Kanelagh,  neither  of  which  have  either  a credit 
here  in  reference  to  the  good  of  this  country  or  the  King’s 
service. 

“ My  Lord,  till  Sir  Francis  Brewster  came  hither  (which  was 
but  lately)  I was  never  truly  informed  by  whose  hands  it  was 
that  the  14  Bills  I sent  over  were  so  soon  returned ; but  I am 
now  fully  satisfied  it  was  from  your  Grace’s  care  they  did  so  well 
succeed ; and  I assure  you,  my  Lord,  I am  heartily  glad  of  it, 
because  I would  have  this  country  restored  to  his  Majesty’s 
favour,  and  a lasting  settlement  here  made  within  the  time  of 
your  Grace’s  administration  in  public  affairs. 

“ I have  received  yours  of  the  10th  of  July  in  behalf  of  my 
Lord  Bellieu  and  Mr.  White  ; August  the  3rd,  another  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Moulsworth  ; and  August  the  15th,  a third  touching  the 
satisfaction  you  were  pleased  to  express  in  my  concurring  with 
your  Grace  in  favour  of  Mr.  Moulsworth ; in  which  letter  of  the 
latest  date  was  [were]  enclosed  two  papers  from  Turin.  It  is 
unhappy  that  the  names  of  the  two  Capucins  are  not  expressed, 
but  I will  do  my  utmost  to  meet  with  them.” 

K.  Sep.  2nd.  Enclosure : — 

Copy  of  the  Lord  Deputy’s  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Irish 
Parliament. 


Sheewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Aug.  29,  Whitehall. — “Upon  what  my  Lord  Chancellor 
writ  to  me,  I was  obliged  to  lay  it  before  his  Majesty  as  his 
opinion  that  a Bill  should  he  prepared  and  offered  to  confirm  the 
Articles  of  Limerick,  hut  I have  at  the  same  time  endeavoured 
to  use  arguments  with  his  Majesty  which  I hope  will  prevent 
his  interposing  in  anything  of  that  nature  that  might  very 
probably  spoil  a promising  Sessions  of  Parliament  in  Ireland. 

‘ ‘ The  good  news  we  have  received  of  the  surrender  of  the 
Castle  of  Namur  has  put  our  hearts  at  ease  as  to  the  event  of  that 
matter,  and  in  a great  measure  delivered  us  from  the  continual 
apprehensions  we  were  under  for  his  Majesty’s  safety.  The  next 
thing  we  have  to  hope  is  the  good  news  of  your  success.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695,  Aug.  30,  Whitehall. — Believes  the  vessel  convoyed  by 
Capt.  Misters  will  be  found  to  be  intended  for  some  secret 
design.  N[eckson]’s  project  will  hardly  be  guessed,  and  there- 
fore he  should  shortly  return  without  having  given  suspicion  to 
the  people  where  he  has  been.  “This  ship  methinks  might  be 
disguised,  and  the  men  changed,  so  as  to  create  no  jealousy.” 
Hopes  Rooke  will  hasten  his  own  departure. 

Autograph  draft. 
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Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  1,  Queen,  at  Spittheade. — “ I have  your  Grace’s 
letter  of  the  30th  of  August,  and  upon  what  you  are  jdeased  to 
say  about  changing  the  men  in  the  Fortune,  I believe  it  will  be  the 
best  way  of  stifling  any  discovery  Misters’s  orders  may  have 
made  ; so  that,  if  I have  any  opportunity,  I intend  to  send 

Misters  to  Dartmouth,  to  take  out  his  mate,  who  is  master  of 
the  vessel,  and  all  his  men  but  two  to  look  after  her,  and  the 
carpenter  Mr.  blisters  put  in,  who  knows  and  is  to  shew  Neckson 
the  trick  ; and  whenever  your  Grace  has  any  account  from  N. 
that  he  is  coming  and  will  jirosecute  the  service,  there  must  be 
another  ship  appointed,  and  the  captain  to  man  her,  and  have 
the  same  private  instructions  for  her  delivery  that  Misters 
had. 

“I  am  sure  there  shall  be  nothing  wanting  on  my  part  to 
hasten  my  departure,  and  I wish  the  men  I am  expecting  in  the 
Mary  from  the  Downs  were  here  and  paid,  they  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  enable  some  of  the  ships  to  proceed.  I have  yet 
no  intimation  what  orders  are  given  for  the  filling  up  vacancies 
of  officers  in  the  land  forces,  nor  any  directions  about  the  marines, 
of  both  which  I have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty. 

[P.S.]  “I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  your  Grace  has  any 
answer  from  the  King  about  his  Majesty’s  thirds  of  prizes.” 

E.  2. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Eooke. 

1695,  Sept.  3,  Whitehall. — Refers  to  the  design  of  N [eckson] . 
The  four  land  regiments  have  been  ordered  by  the  King  to 
return  with  Admiral  Russell.  The  disposal  of  the  prizes  has 
been  entrusted  to  Consul  Blackwell. 

“ By  the  explanation  the  Lords  Justices  have  made  this  day  to 
your  instructions,  you  will  perceive  that,  besides  what  Admiral 
Russell  is  to  come  home  with,  they  expect  you  should  follow  any 
strength  the  French  should  pass  the  Straits,  with  at  least  an 
equal  force,  either  yourself  in  person,  or  some  other  you  shall 
entrust  the  command  to  ; it  being  of  the  last  consequence  to  our 
safety  to  be  stronger  in  ships  at  home  than  the  French  can  set 
out  in  the  Ocean  ; so  that,  when  we  consider  our  strength  here, 
we  are  not  only  to  reckon  what  the  French  pass  from  the 
iMediterranean,  hut  what  that  squadron  would  be,  joined  with 
the  ships  now  at  Brest,  Rochfort,  and  Port  Lewis,  a list  of 
which  if  you  have  not,  I will  send  you,  if  desired,  by  the  next 
opportunity,  according  to  the  best  accounts  I have  of  them.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Tweeddale. 

1695,  Sept.  5,  Whitehall. — “ By  the  post  wliich  arrived  this 
morning,  I received  an  answer  from  Mr.  Blaithwayt,  by  his 
Majesty’s  command,  to  what  I writ  about  my  Lord  Yester’s 
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succeeding  my  Lord  Litligow  in  the  Treasury  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
Blaithwayt’s  words  are,  that  his  Majesty  seems  inclined,  but  is 
pleased  to  say  he  will  do  nothing  in  it  before  his  return  for 
England.” 

Cojni. 

Sheewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Sept.  5,  Whitehall. — “I  had  your  Excellency’s  of  the 
28th  of  Aug.  yesterday,  and  extremely  rejoice  at  the  happy 
beginning  of  the  Session  of  Parliament,  since  it  looks  to  me  as  if 
the  Members  were  inclined  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all  heats 
and  differences,  which  will  certainly  he  most  for  his  Majesty’s, 
the  nation’s,  and  their  own  interest. 

“If  your  Excellency  have  no  pre-engagement,  and  that  Mr. 
Molesworth  behave  himself  as  I have  reason  to  hope  he  will,  why 
might  not  we  endeavour  to  get  him  into  Mr,  Sedgwick’s  place  of 
the  Kevenue  ? My  Lord  Keeper  will  join.  ...  I have  ventured 
to  mention  him  already  to  his  Majesty. 

“I  am  obliged  to  Sir  Erancis  Brewster  for  the  account  he  has 
given  you  of  my  intentions.  I did  really  press  the  dispatch  of 
those  Bills  as  much  as  I could,  but  there  was  little  need  of  it,  for 
not  only  all  the  Lords  Justices  hut  almost  all  the  Council  were 
as  zealous  to  hasten  them  to  you  as  I could  be.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Portland. 

1695,  Sept.  6,  Whitehall. — “If  I did  not  sooner  assure  your 
Lordship  of  my  joy  for  the  glorious  success  of  the  siege  of 
Namur,  and  my  j)articular  satisfaction  in  the  good  news  of  his 
Majesty’s  and  your  Lordship’s  being  safe,  it  was  my  unwilling- 
ness to  give  you  a trouble,  to  profess  a thing  I hoped  was  before 
out  of  doubt. 

“ I am  extreme  glad  to  receive  the  hopes  your  Lordship  gives 
me  in  yours  of  the  6th,  n.s.,  that  his  Majesty  will  return  sooner 
this  year  into  England  than  formerly  he  used  to  do.  I believe 
he  will  find  the  nation  so  full  of  gratitude  for  the  pains  and 
dangers  he  has  undergone,  and  so  thoroughly  well  disposed  to 
his  and  their  own  true  interest,  that  it  will  be  haj)py  if  this 
seasonable  oi^portunity  be  taken  for  the  summoning  a new 
Parliament. 

“ I think  there  is  no  objection  to  what  his  Majesty  has 
ordered  in  seizing  the  Marshal  de  Bouflers,  unless  it  be  that  the 
same  was  not  done  to  more  of  the  garrison.” 

A iLtograp  h d i 'aft . 

Sir  G.  Kooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  6,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — . . . “What  your 
Grace  says  of  the  King’s  persisting  in  his  commands  of  having 
the  four  regiments  come  home  with  Mr.  Bussell,  gives  me  many 
melancholy  thoughts  ; for  if  the  ships  he  leaves  should  not  be  in 
so  good  a condition  as  to  men  that  I may  depend  upon  their 
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mending  the  quality  and  increasing  the  number  of  these  I 
carry  with  me,  1 must  confess  to  your  Grace  i am  apprehensive 
the  consequence  of  our  coming  to  service  with  this  raff  and 
scum  may  be  very  fatal  to  us.”  . . . 

R.  7th. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Sept.  6,  Dublin  Castle. — “ Ills  Majesty’s  Rill  of  Excise 
has  been  received,  read,  and  now'  ordered  to  he  engrossed,  with 
great  respect  and  duty  to  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  upon  that 
subject  required. 

“ Upon  the  first  debate,  whether  the  Bill  should  he  received, 
the  sole  men  (as  they  call  them)  were  fully  heard;  yet  when  the 
question  came  to  be  put,  the  negatives  amounted  but  to  five  or 
six,  and  upon  the  second  question  for  reading  the  Bill,  it  was 
without  one  negative. 

“ To  the  best  of  my  judgment,  all  things  seem  here  to  answer 
to  his  Majesty’s  pleasure,  and  what  may  be  most  for  his  service. 
The  unanimity  of  the  House  mahes  me  hope  that  we  shall  pro- 
ceed prosperously  and  dispatch  speedily,  for  there  has  not  been 
a division  yet,  and  in  the  same  space  of  time  [in]  the  last 
Parliament  (I  am  informed)  there  were  above  twenty. 

“ One  thing  I must  observe  to  your  Grace,  that  the  whole 
transaction  of  affairs  is  generally  carried  on  by  the  body  of  the 
House,  I having  ordered  the  King’s  officers  and  servant  [s]  only 
to  be  ready  as  assistants  whenever  they  are  called  upon ; by  which 
means  the  two  Brigadiers  have  got  good  credit  by  assisting  the 
House  in  a complaint  against  some  soldiers  appearing  at  an 
election  in  a forcible  way. 

[P.8.]  “ Our  friend  Moulesworth  seems  to  have  pleased 

nobody,  neither  as  to  the  timing  his  speech  nor  the  contents  of 
it,  upon  the  business  of  the  sole  right ; so  that  if  it  [is] 
reported  to  the  King,  I doubt  it  may  increase  the  weight  he  lies 
under,  and  prevent  your  good  intentions,  and  my  readiness  to 
concur  with  your  Grace  in  his  service. 

“ Since  my  writing  this  letter,  this  Vote’-''  is  sent  to  me  in  the 
proceedings  of  this  morning.” 

R.  12th. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Sept.  7. — “Since  the  writing  my  letter  to  your  Grace, 
both  Houses  have  desired  me  that  I would  pass  the  Jhll  of  money 
(and  other  Bills  ready)  on  this  day,  which  accordingly  I have 
done,  and  in  Mr.  Vernon’s  packet  there  is  a copy  of  the  heads  of 
them  for  your  Grace. 

“ I shall  not  need  trouble  you  with  the  paper  mentioned  in  the 
postscript  of  my  letter,  Mr.  Vernon  having  all  the  Votes  now 
sent  for  your  Grace  to  per  sue  (sic)” 

Endorsed  : R.  12,  1695.  This  letter  is  answered  the  same  day 
it  was  received,  and  is  entered  in  the  Oftice  book. 


* Not  found ; but  see  next  letter. 
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Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  8,  Queen,  at  Spitheacl. — “ I have  the  favour  of 
your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  advising  me  that  their 
Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  had  given  orders  for  Col. 
Northcott’s  Kegiment  of  foot  to  embark  and  proceed  with  us,  for 
which  I have  received  the  proper  orders  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  have  given  the  necessary  directions  for  their 
embarking  tomorrow  morning  ; though  I wish  this  Kegiment  do 
not  bring  their  distempers  among  us,  that  raw,  unseasoned  men 
generally  do,  which,  if  his  Majesty  had  thought  tit  to  continue 
any  of  those  already  abroad,  it  had  prevented  our  being  exposed 
to  that  danger. 

“ The  wind  is  now  at  N.  and  NNE.,  and  if  it  veer  more 
easterly  and  settle,  I shall  very  unwillingly  lose  the  opportunity 
of  sailing,  though  many  of  our  men  are  yet  unpaid,  and  the 
Mary  not  arrived,  notwithstanding  Admiral  Almonde  with  a 
squadron  of  Dutch  came  hither  yesterday  from  the  Downs.” 

K.  10. 


Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  9,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — “We  being  now  employed 
in  embarking  Col.  Northcott’s  Kegiment  on  the  Fleet,  by  a com- 
putation of  them  I find  they  will  enable  all  the  ships  to  proceed 
[on]  the  voyage,  except  the  Dorsetshire  and  Yarmouth,  whom  I 
must  leave  behind  for  the  men  we  have  so  long  expected  in  the 
Mary.’’  . . . 

E.  10th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Eooke. 

1695,  Sept.  10,  Whitehall. — “I  have  yours  of  the  7th  and  8th 
before  me,  but  having  this  post  received  a signification  of  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  from  Mr.  Blaithwayt,  that  an  exact  account  be 
sent  to  him  of  the  condition  and  strength  of  your  Fleet,  and  that 
your  sailing  be  deferred  till  his  Majesty  receive  that  account,  and 
an  answer  return  from  his  Majesty  hither,  I think  the  contents 
of  your  letters  do  not  press  now  for  an  answer;  and  I am  this 
minute  about  signifying  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  I suppose  will  send  you  the  orders 
accordingly.” 

Copy. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Sept.  10,  Dublin  Castle. — “The  telling  your  Grace 
that  the  House  yesterday  voted  the  sum  I asked  of  a hundred 
[and]  sixty-three  thousand  pounds  without  a negative,  is  all  I 
can  write  to  your  Grace  this  post. 

“ Mr.  Savige  seems  to  me  to  be  the  chief  person  that  would  spoil 
and  blast  the  hearty  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  today  was  for 
taking  away  the  right  of  the  Crown  in  naming  Judges  for  civil 
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bills,  and  placing  it  in  the  freeholders  of  the  county,  in  which 
attempt  our  friend  Moulsworth  deeply  engaged  himself.  Hut  the 
House  would  not  have  it ; so  they  both  lost  their  credit,  and  the 
right  remains  in  the  Crown. 

“I  received  your  Grace’s  of  the  29th,  and  today  that  of  the  3rd 
instant.  I douht,  if  Mr.  Moulsworth  goes  on  this  way,  it  will 
not  he  in  our  power  to  serve  him.” 

R.  16. 


Tho.  Brodrick  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  10,  Dublin. — “It  is  not  from  any  douht  of  your 
Grace’s  having  an  account  of  everything  that  passes  here,  from 
much  better  hands  than  mine,  that  I presume  to  give  your  Grace 
the  trouble  of  this ; hut  lest  silence  might  look  like  want  of  a true 
sense  of  those  favours  which  every  Protestant  of  this  kingdom 
must  own  to  your  Grace,  who  have  been  so  very  truly  a patron 
of  us  and  our  interest,  I hold  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Grace 
with  what  has  hitherto  been  done. 

“The  last  post  carried  an  account  of  his  Excellency’s  [Lord 
Capel]  having  given  the  Royal  assent  to  the  Act  for  an  additional 
Excise,  and  to  five  other  public  Acts,  all  that  were  then  ready. 

“It  may  perhaps  he  thought  by  some,  that  my  Lord  Deputy 
might  have  been  too  early  in  this,  the  quantum  of  the  Supply 
not  being  then  voted ; hut  when  your  Grace  pleases  to  consider 
that  the  matter  of  the  sole  right  was  not  only  yielded  by  receiving 
and  reading  the  Bill,  hut  the  Bill  passed  (a  thing  beyond  even 
the  King’s  demand),  and  that  this  was  the  most  likely  way  his 
Excellency  could  propose  for  obtaining  so  great  a sum  as  seems 
absolutely  necessary  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Government, 
I humbly  hope  your  Grace  will  not  he  of  that  opinion. 

“ The  country  is  miserably  poor,  and  a hundred  [and]  sixty- 
three  thousand  three  hundred  [and]  twenty-five  pounds  (the  sum 
demanded)  more  than  ever  yet  was  given,  payable  in  one  year  ; 
to  the  granting  which  no  argument  proved  more  prevalent 
than  his  Majesty’s  great  favour  in  placing  a Governor  over  us, 
who  had  showed  so  entire  a confidence  in  us  as  to  part  with 
what  was  worth  more  than  all  that  money,  before  we  had  agreed 
to  give  it. 

“ The  sense  hereof  brought  us  yesterday  to  an  unanimous 
resolution  of  promising  wdiat  was  asked,  without  considering 
how'  we  should  be  able  to  pay  it ; but  promised  it  is,  and  how 
hard  soever  it  lies  upon  us,  it  will  he  fully  performed. 

“ We  have  now  sat  a fortnight,  and  are  got  over  those  points 
from  whence  our  enemies  hoped  a breach,  with  so  much  ease 
that  hitherto  there  never  has  been  one  division  of  the  House,  so 
very  inconsiderable  are  the  party  (if  I may  so  call  them)  who 
would  have  given  trouble. 

“ The  settlement  of  a ruined  country  must  give  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  everybody  that  belongs  to  it,  but  our  doing  what 
your  Grace  has  in  some  measure  promised  in  our  behalf,  is  what 
pleases  most  among  us,  as  much  as  the  prospect  of  future  ease 
and  quiet. 
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“How  inconsiderable  soever  we  may  have  been  thought  to  be, 
I humbly  hope  that  this  2:>erfect  harmony  and  agreement  between 
his  Excellency  and  us,  and  the  avowed  resolutions  of  us  all,  to 
stand  by  his  Majesty  and  assist  him  against  all  his  enemies,  may 
and  will  animate  his  friends,  and  dispirit  his  foes. 

“These,  my  Lord,  are  not  words  only;  should  there  ever  be 
occasion  for  it,  our  actions  will  be  found  to  verify  what  we  say.” 
R.  16. 


Tweeddale  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  10,  Yester. — “ I have  the  honour  of  your  most 
obliging  letter  of  the  24th  of  August.  I am  credibly  informed 
that  endeavours  are  using  with  the  King  for  a present  settlement 
of  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  even  in  Flanders,  and  especially  for 
the  enlargement  of  my  Lord  Bradalbin,  and  I make  no  question 
it  is,  that  he  may  act  as  on  the  Treasury,  w’e  being  only  a 
quorum,  so  that  upon  the  indisjiosition  of  any  of  us  there  can  be 
no  meeting  of  Treasury,  nor  Exchequer  ; wherein  if  they  prevail 
with  the  King,  I cannot  express  the  hurt  and  prejudice  wall  arise 
thereby.  It  will  be  to  the  general  dissatisfaction  of  the  most 
faithful  to  his  Majesty’s  Government.  I have  wrote  to  the 
King  last  week,  that  the  supplying  the  Treasury  with  two  new 
Commissioners  in  place  of  my  Lord  Linlithgow,  who  is  dead,  and 
my  Lord  Bradalbin,  who  is  incapacitated  by  the  Parliament, 
seems  necessary  at  present,  and  to  suspend  further  changes  till 
he  comes  over ; and  I know  no  better  method. 

“ The  Act  of  Parliament  concerning  the  Church  hath  had  so 
good  effect  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Clergy  who  stood  out 
have  now  qualified  themselves  by  taking  the  oath  of  Allegiance 
and  signing  the  assurance  with  great  cheerfulness  and  alacrity, 
so  that  there  are  but  few  recusants ; and  I hope  more  steps  shall 
be  made  towards  the  uniting  this  kingdom  in  their  affections  to 
his  Majesty’s  Government  and  service,  which  shall  be  the 
constant  endeavour  of,”  &c. 

Signed. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Sept.  12,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — . . . “It  seems  to  be 
a set  of  fair  weather,  and  very  likely  to  be  a fair  wind  ; so  that 
should  such  an  op]oortunity  of  sailing  be  lost,  it  may  produce 
unhajipy  consequences,  it  growing  very  late  in  the  year  for  ships 
of  this  mighty  weight  to  cross  the  ocean ; though  I must  confess 
the  risk  in  respect  to  the  danger  of  the  sea  is  much  greater  to 
those  expected  home.”  . . ' . 

Re.  13. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695,  Sept.  13,  London. — “ I have  received  your  letter  of  the 
12th,  and  my  Lord  Godolphin  has  promised  care  shall  be  taken 
at  the  Treasury  that  this  Regiment  of  Norcot  be  subsisted  in  the 
same  manner  the  others  were  to  have  been  if  they  had  stayed.  . . 
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“ The  inconveniences  of  your  being  stopped  are  very  obvious  ; 
the  reasons  for  it  I know  no  more  than  as  Mr.  Blaitbwayt 
expresses  them — that  his  Majesty  would  be  informed  of  the  con- 
dition and  strength  of  the  ships,  as  also  of  the  time  they  will  be 
ready,  but  that  they  must  not  proceed  till  his  Majesty’s  answer 
be  returned ; at  which  time,  he  adds,  probably  some  of  the  Butch 
may  be  ready.  Whether  there  be  any  other  cause  I cannot  say, 
hut  this  stop  happening  just  at  the  same  time  with  the  terrible 
clamour  raised  upon  these  two  rich  East  India  ships  being  taken, 
and  we  being  doubtful  how  long  the  Fleet  with  you  might  remain 
useless  in  port  expecting  orders,  whilst  the  merchants  so  press- 
ingly  and  reasonably  desire  to  be  protected  from  Mr.  Nesmond, 
has  occasioned  the  orders  of  this  day’s  date  for  sending  part  of 
your  squadron  to  that  purpose.  . . . Tomorrow  I go  into  the 
country  for  ten  days  or  a fortnight.”  ... 

Autograph  draft. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Sept.  13,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — “I  have  received  your 
Grace’s  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  with  a copy  of  that  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty ; since  which  Admiral  Almond  has 
informed  me  he  yesterday  received  the  King’s  orders  to  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  proceeding  with  the  squadron  under  his 
command  to  Holland,  and  that  the  men  in  these  ships  must  be 
turned  over  into  those  designed  for  the  Mediterranean  ; which 
gives  me  apprehension  our  late  stop  by  his  Majesty’s  direction  is 
in  order  to  stay  for  their  joining  us.  If  so,  I must,  in  duty  to 
ray  King  and  country,  as  well  as  from  the  particular  honour  and 
respect  1 have  for  your  Grace,  humbly  beg  you  will  oppose  these 
ships  of  the  first  rank’s  going  out  in  the  depth  of  the  winter ; for 
should  any  misfortune  attend  them  by  so  wrong  a proceeding,  it 
can  never  be  justified  either  at  home  or  abroad.”  . . . 

Sir  G.  Kooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Sept.  15,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — Sends  an  account  of  the 
ships  that  were  intended  for  the  Mediterranean.  By  orders 
from  the  Admiralty  eight  ships  are  detached  and  at  St.  Hellen’s 
for  immediate  service.  Would  have  been  pleased  to  command 
them.  “ Wherever  the  fairest  prospect  of  service  is,  tliere  is  the 
properest  station  for  the  commanding  officer ; and  I do  take 
seven  sail  of  ships  in  that  circumstance  to  l)e  a fitter  post  for  the 
senior  flag  than  twice  that  number  at  an  anchor,  out  of  all  pro- 
ha])ility  of  service.  And  I must  beg  leave  to  mind  your  Grace, 
that  whenever  the  enemy  have  a design  upon  us,  though  it  he 
hut  to  intercept  a fleet  of  merchant  ships,  they  usually  employ 
one  of  their  best  officers  ; and  though  I cannot  assume  that 
character,  yet,  from  what  I have  observed,  I must  conclude  my- 
self one  of  the  willingest.  For  one  is  in  love  with  his  wife,  and 
can’t  go  ; another’s  in  love  with  his  money,  and  he  won’t  go  ; a 
third  is  neither  in  love  with  his  wife  nor  his  money,  and  yet  he 
generally  desires  to  he  excused  too.”  . . . 

K.  16.  Two  enclosures. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695,  Sept.  18,  Eyford. — “ I have  writ  to  Mr.  Blaithwayt 
pursuant  to  your  advice  in  yours  of  the  13th,  and  strengthened 
my  own  with  your  opinion,  which  I am  sure  will  have  weight 
with  the  King.  The  reason  given  in  Mr.  Blaithwayt’s  last  letter 
for  this  stop  is,  that  his  Majesty  is  willing  to  see  how  the  French 
dispose  of  their  Toulon  fleet.  I doubt  we  shall  stay  till  they 
have  disposed  of  it  as  they  design,  and  then  it  will  be  too  late  to 
send.” 

Aictograph  draft. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Sept.  20,  Eyford. — “ The  favour  of  your  Excellency’s 
of  the  10th  gives  me  occasion  to  repeat  my  satisfaction  in  the 
good  success  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  from  the  benefit  the  King 
and  the  public  will  receive  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
that  people  to  his  and  their  own  interests,  and  that  so  happy  a 
union  should  be  effected  under  your  Excellency’s  administration. 

“ I have  little  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Savage,  but  am  truly 
concerned  for  our  other  friend’s  indiscretion,  for,  if  he  had 
pleased,  I had  great  inclinations  to  serve  him.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Brodrick.** 

1695,  Sept.  20,  Eyford. — “ The  success  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
and  the  considerable  share  you  have  had  in  them,  has  been  a 
great  satisfaction  to  me.  The  happy  union  that  has  been  effected 
during  my  Lord  Deputy’s  Government  puts  his  management 
above  such  little  cavils  as  you  mention,  which  might  impose 
upon  some  had  he  miscarried ; but  the  contrary  happening,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  the  prudence  of  his  administration  will  be 
justly  esteemed,  and  it  ought  to  be  every  honest  man’s  part  to 
represent  to  the  King  the  desire  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  have 
showed  to  this  reconciliation,  as  proceeding  from  their  great  duty 
to  him,  and  their  zeal  for  the  imblic ; and  the  chief  promoters  of 
this  happy  change  will  deserve  his  Majesty’s  particular  considera- 
tion, among  which  I am  glad  nobody  can  pretend  to  be  more 
eminent  than  yourself.” 

Copy. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Sept.  27,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  have  recommended 
Brigadier  Wolseley  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasure  (sic),  that  the 
King’s  favour  to  him  by  his  Majesty’s  letter  to  me  to  provide 
him  a l,000i.  a year  in  custodium  (sic)  may  be  made  good 
to  him,  which,  by  the  list  of  lands  I have  now  sent  over,  will 
go  near  to  do. 

“I  find  he  thinks  his  business  never  so  well  prospers  as  when 
your  Grace  shews  him  your  favour  and  protection  ; and  indeed. 


* Shrewsbury  generally  spells  this  name  “ Broderick.” 
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my  Lord,  there  is  no  man  (as  to  the  Army  business,  or  tlie 
Parliament)  is  of  more  use  to  me  than  himself ; and  therefore, 
as  your  Grace  will  do  a service  to  the  public  by  letting  him  have 
your  favour  in  his  pretensions,  so  you  will  likewise  particularly 
oblige,”  &c. 

R.  Oct.  3rd. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Sept.  28,  Dublin  Castle. — “ Our  affairs  here  in  Par- 
liament go  on  pretty  well,  God  be  thanked.  The  heads  of  the 
Poll  Bill  will,  I am  told,  be  finished  this  day,  or  in  one  day  more 
at  farthest,  and  I am  assured  by  the  Commons  that  they  will 
give  the  King  the  163,000(.  they  have  promised,  or  more. 

“ There  happened  on  Monday  last,  when  the  House  had  under 
their  consideration  the  State  of  the  Nation,  some  heats,  which 
begot  the  Vote  you  will  see  in  the  print — That  the  continuance 
and  favour  which  the  Irish  Papist  [s]  have  had  in  this  kingdom 
during  the  late  Governments  here,  since  the  year  1690,  has 
[have]  been  another  cause  of  the  miseries  of  this  kingdom  ; and 
I am  told  it  was  mentioned  in  the  House,  that  the  Governments 
meant  were  during  the  time  my  Lord  Rumny,  Sir  Charles  Porter, 
and  Lord  Conesby  were  chief  (Governors  here. 

“ Yesterday  the  House  resolved  itself  again  into  a Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  State  of  the 
Nation  ; and  it  being  expected  they  would  go  on  in  the  same 
method,  I used  the  best  endeavours  I could,  that  my  Lord 
Rumny  and  my  Lord  Conesby’s  names  should  not  be  upon  the 
stage ; and,  indeed,  most  of  the  leading  men  promised  me  not  to 
meddle  with  them. 

“And  as  for  my  Lord  Chancellor,  he  has  so  great  an  interest  in 
his  place,  having  power  over  all  men’s  estates,  and  people  are  so 
much  in  awe  of  him,  by  having  suits  depending  in  his  Court,  and 
the  Jacobites  here  are  so  firm  to  him,  that  his  party  is  strong  in 
the  House ; so  that  yesterday,  when  the  matter  came  upon  debate, 
it  passed  over  without  the  least  mention  of  my  Lord  Rumny, 
or  indeed  without  any  great  heat,  and  I hope  all  things  will 
do  well. 

[P.S.]  “ Since  the  writing  this,  the  Poll  Bill  is  passed.” 

R.  Oct.  3rd. 

Articles  against  Sir  Charles  Porter. 

1695,  [Sept.] — “Articles  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanours 
against  Sir  Charles  Porter,  knight.  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Ireland. 

“ First.  That  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter  since  his  Majesty’s 
happy  accession  to  the  Crown,  contrary  to  his  oath,  office,  and 
duty  of  Chancellor,  and  in  manifest  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him,  hath  by  himself,  his  agents,  or  servants  corru])tly  and 
illegally  exacted  and  taken  from  his  Majesty’s  subjects  new  and 
excessive  fees,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  this  realm, 
and  to  the  evil  example  of  other  ministers  and  officers,  and  to  the 
great  oppression  of  the  subject. 
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“ Secondly.  That  Sir  Charles  Porter  in  his  office  and  place  of 
Lord  Chancellor  hath  used  and  exercised  a power  above  and 
against  law,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  fundamental  laws 
and  established  government  of  this  realm,  extending  such  his 
power  at  his  mere  will  and  pleasure,  without  any  reasonable  or 
warrantable  cause,  over  the  persons  and  estates  of  his  Majesty’s 
subjects  of  this  kingdom. 

“ Thirdly.  That  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter,  in  execution  of 
such  his  arbitrary  and  illegal  power,  without  any  reasonable  or 
warrantable  cause,  and  contrary  to  all  rules  of  law  and  equity, 
did  on  or  about  the  26th  of  September,  1694,  imprison  Elnathan 
Lumm,  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  esquire ; [and]  the  said  Sir 
Charles  Porter  refused  to  discharge  the  said  Elnathan  Lumm 
until  the  said  Lumm  enlarged  one  Parker,  who  then  was  in 
custody  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  Dublin  upon  a capias  in  a 
debt  of  1,200/.  due  to  the  said  Lumm  and  partners  ; which  del)t 
was  lost  by  the  said  Lumm’s  confinement,  he  being  forced  to 
enlarge  the  said  Parker  to  procure  his  own  enlargement. 

“ Fourthly.  That  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter,  in  further 
execution  of  his  said  arbitrary  and  illegal  power,  in  or  about  the 
month  of  March,  1690,  without  any  scire  facias  for  trial  or  judg- 
ment, disseised  Thomas  Tillson,  of  the  said  city,  esquire,  of  the 
officer  (sic)  of  Usher  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  which 
office  he,  the  said  Tillson,  had  a freehold  by  grant  under  the 
Great  Seal ; and  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter  refused  to  hear  the 
said  Tillson  by  his  counsel  to  make  out  his  title  and  justify  his 
right  thereunto,  although  the  said  Tillson  petitioned  his  Lord- 
ship  to  be  so  heard. 

“Fifthly.  That  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter,  being  disaffected 
to  his  Majesty’s  Government,  and  a great  favourer  of  the  late 
King  James,  his  adherents  and  the  Irish  Papists,  put  into  Com- 
mission and  continues  several  persons  in  Commission  of  tlie 
Peace  who  have  been  active  in  the  said  late  King  James’s  service 
against  his  Majesty,  and  are  unfit  persons  to  he  in  commission, 
some  of  them  having  embrewed  their  hands  in  Protestants’ 
blood,  and  others  indicted  and  outlawed  for  high  treason  com- 
mitted against  his  Majesty ; and  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter  had 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  aforesaid  matters  relating  to  the  said 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

“ Sixthly.  That  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter,  contrary  to  his 
oath  and  duty,  hath  notoriously  favoured  the  Irish  Papists 
against  Protestants  in  causes  depending  before  him,  using  great 
delays  in  favour  of  the  Irish  Papists,  and  not  giving  such  judg- 
ment, as  appears  by  the  cause  [between]  Burt  and  Carthy,  the 
cause  between  Sir  Arthur  Gore  and  the  Lord  Dillon,  and  the  cause 
between  Kobert  Twigg,  plaintiff,  and  Henry  Ball  and  Eobert  Ball 
and  Eichard  Yates,  and  several  other  causes  of  the  like  nature, 
contrary  to  Magna  Charta ; and  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter  hath 
showed  such  favour  as  well  to  Irish  Papists  that  hath  [have]  not 
claimed  the  benefit  of  any  Articles,  as  to  others  who  have  not 
been  adjudged  within  any  Articles. 

“ Seventhly.  That  the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter,  contrary  to 
his  said  oath,  office,  and  duty,  hath  acted  partially,  arbitrarily, 
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and  illegally  in  causes  before  him  between  parties,  and  particu- 
larly by  releasing  George  Phillips,  esquire,  when  in  execution  at 
the  suit  of  Morris  Partly,  and  by  committing  the  Sub-sheriff  and 
bailiffs  of  Edward  Dean,  esquire.  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Dublin,  for  taking  the  said  George  Phillips  in  execution. 

“All  which  said  crimes  and  misdemeanours  were  committed  by 
the  said  Sir  Charles  Porter  during  the  time  of  his  being  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  this  realm,  contrary  to  the  great  trust 
rejJosed  in  him,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  known  laws  of 
the  kingdom.” 

Shrewsbuey  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

[16] 95,  Oct.  1,  London. — “Whilst  I was  in  the  country  I 
received  yours  of  the  15th  of  the  last  month,  and  can  assure  you 
that  at  the  time  Mr.  Hopson  was  ordered  out,  it  was  asked  by 
the  Lords  Justices  whether  it  was  a command  proper  to  desire 
you  to  undertake,  and  answered  that  it  was  not  suitable  to  your 
flag  ; upon  which  he  was  sent. 

“I  am  surprised  I hear  nothing  of  any  kind  from  N[eckson]; 
I doubt  he  has  some  other  project  than  what  he  proposed.  Had 
he  been  anywhere  ujion  the  coast  of  France,  or  in  their  ports,  I 
think  we  must  have  heard  from  him  before  this ; but  I fear  he 
may  be  gone  somewhere  a great  way  off,  to  do  mischief.  The 
ship  that  waits  for  him,  I think,  ought  no  more  to  lie  at  expense  ; 
but  I will  direct  nothing  now,  the  King’s  arrival  in  probability 
will  be  so  near.” 

Copy. 

Galw'ay  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  October  1-11,  Turin. — It  is  necessary  to  keep  up  a plan 
of  campaign,  in  order  that  the  movements  of  the  armies  on  land 
and  sea  may  be  made  in  concert ; otherwise  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
nothing  will  be  done  in  this  quarter.  We  shall  not  be  ready 
to  attack  Nice,  or  assist  in  the  bombardment  of  Toulon  or 
Marseilles,  unless  a diversion  be  effected  by  an  attack  on 
Pignerol ; nor  will  the  Fleet  be  able  to  assist,  unless  the  coasts 
be  threatened,  which  will  oblige  the  enemy  to  keep  many  troops 
thereon,  &c. 

Ihis  received  the  list  of  the  Irish  prisoners  at  London,  and  of 
the  French  [Huguenots]  who  have  been  taken  at  sea  and  are  in  the 
enemy’s  hands.  Will  endeavour  to  effect  an  exchange.  The  French 
are  disarming  the  fleet  which  they  had  made  ready  at  Toulon. 

French.  R.  at  A[l]throp,  23  [Oct.]. 

Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Oct.  3,  Whitehall. — “ I have  just  received  your 
Excellency’s  of  the  27th  and  28th  Sept.  I have  ever  liad  great 
inclination  to  serve  Brigadier  Wooseley  upon  his  own  merit,  but 
being  now  recommended  by  your  Excellency,  will  very  much  add 
to  my  zeal  for  him. 

“ I am  extremely  rejoiced  to  hear  the  public  business  goes  on 
so  happily.  I think  you  are  much  in  the  right  to  discourage 
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j)ersonal  heats  all  you  can,  besides  that  it  proves  your  Excellency’s 
great  moderation,  not  to  endeavour  to  set  off  your  own  administra- 
tion by  showing  the  fault  of  the  former.”  .... 

Autograph  draft. 

Sheewsbuey  to  SiE  G.  Rooke. 

1695,  Oct.  5,  Whitehall. — “The  last  letters  having  brought 
positive  orders  from  his  Majesty  for  your  proceeding  without 
further  delay  to  the  Straits,  what  you  had  writ  to  the  Admiralty, 
as  well  as  your  letter  to  me,  made  the  Lords  Justices  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  more  cautious  in  immediately  dispatch- 
ing those  orders,  till  they  advised  with  some  people  they  thought 
could  judge  of  the  hazard  it  would  be  for  the  three-decked  ships 
to  enter  upon  this  voyage  at  this  time  of  the  year;  in  order  to 
which  the  seamen  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  some  of  the  chief  of 
those  captains  who  returned  from  the  Straits  were  called  before 
the  Admiralty  Board,  and  there  unanimously  gave  their  opinion, 
that  they  conceived  no  more  danger  in  the  three  Dutch  ships’ 
going,  than  in  those  of  70  or  80  guns.  This,  coming  upon  his 
Majesty’s  commands  for  your  departure,  is  the  cause  of  the 
orders  you  have  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ; and 
I think  you  yourself  will  judge  that  less  could  not  be  done  here. 

“ In  the  last  letter  I received  from  Mr.  Russell  of  the 
4th  Sept.,  which  mentions  his  resolution  of  coming  soon  for  these 
seas,  he  speaks  of  two  things  very  proper,  I think,  for  your 
knowledge  ; one  is,  that  16  of  the  Dutch  ships  now  with  him 
designed  to  return  at  the  same  time  he  did  ; and  the  other,  that 
by  reason  of  the  recall  of  all  the  four  Regiments,  he  should  be 
forced  to  leave  the  ships  that  stayed  behind  but  ill-manned. 
These  I know  must  be  two  very  uncomfortable  advertisements  to 
you.”  . . . The  Admiralty  propose  to  prepare  the  Victory  and 
some  other  ships. 

Copij. 

William  Penn  to . 

[16] 95,  Oct.  5,  London. — “My  noble  friend, — When  I had 
my  liberty,  that  it  might  not  prove  injurious  by  surprise.  Sir  J. 
Trenchard  gave  me  a letter,  that  was  [to]  protect  me  in 
enjoyment  of  it  against  any  inconveniency  that  might  attend 
me  from  the  ignorance  or  prejudice  of  any  busy  person.  He 
being  dead,  and  [I]  having  occasion  to  travel  westward  and  south- 
west through  several  counties,  lest  in  so  busy  a time  as  that  of 
Elections  I may  he  misunderstood,  and  so  exposed  to  some 
officious  persons’  interruptions,  I pray  from  the  Duke  a letter  of 
the  same  import,  that  I am  fare  [fair]  with  Government, 
and  under  the  protection  of  it,  and  that  if  any  should,  notwith- 
standing, give  me  disturbance,  that  upon  my  writing  it  should  be 
removed.  I beg  pardon  ; I seem  to  say  what  to  one  that  knows 
so  well  what  and  how  upon  all  occasions,  and  next  that  I may 
have  leave  to  be  of  the  number  of  those  that  profess  to  be,  as  I 
truly  am,”  &c. 

Endorsed  by  Shreivsbury : Mr.  Penn,  Oct.  5,  1695. 
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Sir  G.  Hooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Oct.  5,  Queen,  at  Spittheade. — Has  been  on  some 
business  in  Wiltshire,  but  is  now  expecting  orders  to  proceed  to 
the  Straits  very  suddenly. 

“At  my  return  last  night  I found  an  express  from  Rear- 
Admiral  Hopson,  wherein  I perceive  he  is  under  unreasonable 
apprehensions  of  ships  of  a hundred  tons  ; when  I dare  say  no 
nation  but  this  will  venture  ships  of  that  weight  into  the  sea  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  But  I will  say  no  more  on  this  occasion  — 
only  observe  to  your  Grace  that  even  in  a Dutch  war  the  Govern- 
ment would  never  suffer  the  great  ships  to  be  without  the  buoys 
on  any  occasion  after  Michaelmas  ; and  I am  sure  the  danger  of 
those  seas  have  [has]  no  kind  of  proportion  in  relation  to  great 
ships  with  the  Ocean. 

“ I cannot  be  of  your  Grace’s  opinion  that  N [eckson]  is  gone 
on  any  long  voyage,  because  he  had  neither  provisions  nor 
money.’’  . . . 

R.  6. 


Tno.  Brodrick  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Oct.  5,  Dublin.—"  I am  to  own  the  great  favour  and 
honour  of  your  Grace’s,  which  has  confirmed  the  Protestants  of 
this  kingdom  in  the  hopes  they  has  [have]  always  entertained 
of  being  fairly  represented  by  your  Grace.  Your  Grace’s  power 
in  effecting  it  nobody  ever  doubted,  and  we  have  as  little  reason 
to  question  your  will. 

“ Time  alone  can  show  (and  certainly  will)  that  our  entire 
dependence  is  on  the  King,  under  whom  alone  we  can  expect  the 
settlement  of  our  ruined  country.  Our  inclinations  lead  us  as 
strongly  into  his  Majesty’s  service  as  our  interest  does ; and 
where  these  are  joined,  our  dutiful  behaviour  and  firm  adherence 
must  undoubtedly  be  past  question. 

“ In  order  to  a future  settlement  (for  no  farther  was  it 
designed)  Articles  were  exhibited  against  my  Lord  Cbancellor 
[Sir  Charles  Porter]  in  the  House  of  Commons.  We  could  not 
upon  computation  hojie  to  carry  anything  against  him  by  a 
majority  of  voices,  considering  that  by  reason  of  the  extreme 
poverty  of  the  country  very  many  gentlemen  of  considerable 
estates  avoided  being  chosen,  as  not  well  able  to  bear  the  expense. 
This  gave  an  opportunity  to  lawyers  of  a meaner  sort,  whose 
practice  depends  on  the  favour  of  the  Courts — attorneys,  six- 
clerks,  and  officers  depending  on  the  Courts — of  coming  into  the 
House  of  Commons.  These  sort  of  people,  as  well  as  my  Lord 
Chancellor’s  relations,  servants,  and  immediate  dependants, 
spared  neither  pains  nor  charge  in  elections,  which  the  country 
gentlemen  seeing,  and  not  being  able  to  bear,  were  forced  to 
waive  competitions ; beside  which,  wherever  the  Irish  could 
influence  elections,  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  friends  were  chosen. 
These,  and  those  who  have  causes  now  deiiending  in  Chancery, 
make  one  fourth  part  of  our  House. 

“ Your  Grace  I am  confident  will  soon  determine  whether  a 
party  prevail  as  such,  when  you  please  to  consider  that  a negative 
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has  been  put  upon  the  question  that  the  Articles  do  contain 
matter  of  impeachment.  They  were  not  hardy  enough  to  do  it  bare 
fact  [faced] , but  by  a previous  question  did  that  in  effect  which  no 
man  living  would  avow.  I humbly  presume  to  send  your  Grace 
a copy  of  the  Articles,  and  do  submit  the  case  to  your  Grace. 

“ The  constant  method  of  Parliament  in  coming  to  this 
resolution  upon  the  averment  of  two  members,  who  took  upon 
them  the  proof  of  every  article,  was  insisted  upon;  but  this 
being  overruled,  twelve  gentlemen  of  very  considerable  estates 
stood  up  after  each  other,  and  severally  took  upon  themselves 
the  proof  of  the  Articles,  many  of  them  averring  the  truth  of 
several  of  the  Articles  from  their  own  knowledge ; but  neither 
would  this  do.  Proof  was  demanded  by  my  Lord  Chancellor’s 
friends  to  every  Article  ; this  we  consented  to,  provided  a chief 
judge  or  judges  might  examine  upon  oath,  in  the  presence  of 
a Committee  of  the  Commons,  and  the  depositions  to  be  read  in 
the  House ; in  order  to  obtain  which,  my  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Scroggs’  examining  after  this  manner,  in  the  time  of  the  Plot, 
was  cited;  but  this  was  also  rejected. 

“I  shall  not  presume  to  trouble  your  Grace  with  the  argu- 
ments on  either  side ; the  matter  of  fact  speaks  too  plainly  the 
design  of  carrying  it  in  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  favour  by  numbers. 

“I  humbly  hope  your  Grace  will  please  to  consider  our 
condition,  and  whether  carrying  things  thus  with  a high  hand 
can  be  for  the  King  or  country’s  service.  My  Lord  Chancellor 
is  too  great  for  this  kingdom  to  cope  with,  unless  relieved  by 
the  King,  whose  name  is  made  use  of  for  supporting  him  in 
everything  complained  of.  ’Tis  plain  the  one  side  can  have  no 
other  end  than  the  good  of  the  country,  being  to  get  nothing  but 
equal  administration  of  justice  by  the  removal  of  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ; but  many  of  the  others  so  entirely  depend  on  him  as  they 
must  be  ruined  thereby ; notwithstanding  which,  we  were  ninety- 
six  to  a hundred  and  eighteen,  and  this  after  a debate  of  eight 
hours,  to  which  every  one  of  his  friends  stuck  close,  when  the 
country  gentlemen,  quite  tired,  had  left  the  House. 

“ My  Lord  Deputy  I am  very  confident  is  sensible  of  our  con- 
dition, but  his  station  forbids  his  appearing  in  a matter  of  this 
nature ; but  to  him  do  we  appeal.  Whether  to  this,  or  to  some- 
thing much  worse,  is  to  be  attributed  the  appearing  of  those  who 
eat  the  King’s  bread,  and  cannot  live  without  it  (I  mean  civil 
officers),  I know  not,  but  they  are  the  most  industrious  advocates 
my  Lord  Chancellor  has.” 

R.  16. 

J.  Robinson  to  Secretaey  Sir  William  Trumbull. 

1695,  Oct.  5,  Stockholm. — The  French  and  the  Danes 
encourage  this  Court  to  contest  the  matter  of  the  flag,  but  it  is 
desirous  of  an  accommodation,  and  contrives  expedients  to 
prevent  like  accidents  in  future,  such  as  the  lowering  of  the  upper 
sails  of  their  convoys  when  in  British  seas,  as  they  have  neither 
flag  nor  pennant ; and  that  this  King’s  convoys  shall  take  no 
Danish  ships  under  their  protection,  &c.  There  is  a favourable 
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disposition  towards  succouring  the  Allies.  The  Swedish  minister 
in  Paris  writes  that  the  French  are  much  more  haughty  and 
untractable  of  late,  and  are  unwilling  to  hear  of  a peace. 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Penn. 

1695,  Oct.  6,  London. — “ I hope  nohody  will  be  so  over-busy  to 
interrupt  you  in  your  journey,  upon  a mistaken  zeal  to  serve 
the  Government,  since  I am  persuaded  your  professions  are  very 
sincere,  and  that  you  design  not  its  prejudice,  but  advantage. 
However,  should  the  too  great  officiousness  of  any  give  you  the 
least’trouble,  if  you  please  to  acquaint  me,  I will  not  fail  to  do  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  remove  it,  and  shall  be  glad  of  an  occasion 
of  doing  you  any  other  service,  more  difficult  or  considerable.” 

Autograph  draft. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Oct.  6,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  am  heartily  glad  I can 
now  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the  Commons  have  passed  the  Poll 
Dill  this  day,  and  have  sent  me  the  heads  of  it,  so  that  I shall 
now  order  it  to  he  prepared  with  all  diligence  imaginable,  that  it 
may  be  transmitted  in  form.  There  were  some  few  attempts  to 
have  an  appropriating  clause  in  it,  but  without  effect.  Others 
were  for  having  the  Bill  drawn  by  the  Commons,  and  not  the 
heads  of  the  Bill,  endeavouring  thereby  to  have  brought  the 
business  of  the  sole  right  again  upon  the  stage,  hut  it  would  not 
])ass,  finding  very  little  encouragement  in  the  House,  so  entirely 
are  they  in  their  real  affection  and  duty  to  his  Majesty. 

“ Your  Grace  I doubt  not  has  heard  of  the  heats  that  are 
arisen  in  the  House  against  my  Lord  Chancellor,  for  those 
against  my  Lord  Piumney  and  Lord  Coneshy  seem  to  he  at  an 
end.  You  will  see  by  the  Votes  of  the  5th  that  several  of  the 
Members  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  proof  of  the  Articles 
against  Sir  Charles  I'orter,  and  some  of  them  averred  several  of 
the  said  Articles  to  be  true  to  their  own  knowledge ; but  after 
long  debates,  whether  the  said  Articles  contained  matters  of 
impeachment,  the  previous  question  being  put,  that  the  said 
question  he  now  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  yeas  were 
96,  and  the  noes  116. 

“ l\ry  Lord  Chancellor’s  party  consists  chiefly  in  lawyers, 
attorneys,  and  solicitors,  who  make  the  considerable  of  the 
House.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Eevenue  and  their  collectors 
are  all  on  his  side ; many  gentlemen  likewise  that  have  suits 
depending  in  his  Court,  and  all  the  Irish  and  Jacobite  interest 
are  entirely  at  his  devotion  ; but  the  most  considerable  gentlemen 
of  the  House,  both  as  to  estates  and  credit  in  the  countrj^  vote 
against  him,  looking  upon  him  as  a man  of  no  integrity,  being 
verily  persuaded  he  is  not  true  to  the  King’s  interest,  and  that 
should  any  occasion  happen  (which  God  forbid),  he  would  do  his 
utmost  for  the  service  of  the  late  King ; so  that  1 verily  believe 
they  are  become  irreconcilable  to  him,  and  will  never  think 
themselves  safe  under  his  administration. 
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“ ’Tis  fit  your  Grace  should  know  my  Lord  Chancellor  has  been 
often  with  me,  and  pressed  me  to  stop  this  impeachment  against 
him,  telling  me  I could  do  it  if  I would,  and  that  it  would  tend  to 
the  King’s  service.  Nay,  he  has  been  so  plain  with  me  as  to  say 
that,  if  I did  not  do  it,  mischief  would  come  of  it ; to  which  I 
always  replied  that  I was  unconcerned  in  this  contest,  but  told 
him,  if  he  would  let  me  know  his  mind  by  any  letter  in  w'riting, 
I would  endeavour  to  comply  with  his  desire ; but  he  refused  to 
do  anything  of  this  kind. 

“ I doubt  not  but  the  House  will  forthwith  proceed  to  consider 
of  further  ways  and  means  for  raising  such  other  sums  as  are 
necessary  to  complete  the  163,000k,  which  I presume  will  be 
raised  by  an  additional  duty  on  tobacco,  and  several  imported 
goods,  for  as  yet  they  will  not  be  prevailed  with  to  come  to  a 
land-tax,  many  of  the  lands  in  the  several  counties  lying  waste 
and  untenanted ; and  that  there  will  be  time  enough  to  pass  it 
into  a law  before  the  Parliament  of  England  meets.  For,  not- 
withstanding my  Lord  Chancellor’s  suggestion,  I find  this  busi- 
ness of  his  so  far  from  obstructing  the  King’s  business,  that  till 
this  heat  against  him  had  some  vent  in  the  House,  the  money 
matters  went  slowly  on,  but  since  that,  they  have  sat  almost  de 
die  in  diem,  which,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  is  more  than 
ever  I knew  done  in  any  Parliament  in  England. 

“ I thought  it  my  duty  to  give  your  Grace  this  account  of  our 
affairs  here. 

[P.S.]  “I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  your  Grace  that  the 
Articles  against  my  Lord  Chancellor  do  not  in  the  least  touch 
upon  anything  done  by  him  during  the  time  of  the  war,  or  upon 
the  Articles  of  Limerick,  but  are  for  facts  done  since  in  his  office 
of  Chancellor  generally  in  favour  of  Irish  Papists.” 

K.  16. 

Sib  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbuey. 

1695,  Oct.  7,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — “I  yesterday  received 
my  orders  for  proceeding  to  the  Straits,  and  after  noon  Rear- 
Admiral  Hopson  arrived  with  the  squadron  under  his  command. 
I immediately  gave  directions  to  the  several  captains  to  use  all 
diligence  in  supplying  their  ships  with  water,  stores,  and  other 
necessaries,  to  enable  them  to  proceed,  and  hope  to  get  them  all 
dispatched  in  a day  or  two  ; in  which  I will  see  no  time  shall  be 
lost,  the  wind  at  present  inclining  a little  northerly,  which  gives 
me  some  hopes  of  a fair  opportunity  to  get  out  of  the  Channel. 
I have  yet  no  directions  about  paying  Col.  Northcott’s 
Regiment  subsistence,  so  that,  if  it  cannot  be  sent  to  me  before 
my  departure,  I humbly  pray  your  Grace’s  care  they  may  come 
after  me.” 

R.  8th. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  7,  Queen,  at  Spitheade. — “I  have  your  Grace’s 
letter  of  the  5th  instant,  by  which  I find  the  fine  passage  the  Straits 
ships  have  had  home  has  in  some  measure  reconciled  the  captains’ 


237 


judgments  as  to  the  danger  of  the  seas  with  the  great  ships  in  the 
winter  season ; but  neither  that,  nor  the  fair  weather  we  iiave  at 
present  here,  calms  my  apprehensions  for  them.  I cannot  forget 
the  3rd  of  September,  ’91  ; and  had  these  gentlemen  looked  back 
to  their  jcRirnals  of  that  day,  I know  they  must  have  been  of 
another  opinion  ; for  had  that  gale  of  wind  had  the  continuance 
of  a winter  storm,  it  would  have  been  a woe-day  to  England. 
But  I shall  execute  my  orders  with  all  the  cheerfulness  imagin- 
able, though  what  gives  me  the  most  anxious  thought  on  this 
occasion  is  that  part  of  your  Grace’s  letter  which  tells  me  the 
squadron  at  Cadiz  wall  be  so  very  weak,  both  as  to  the  number  of 
ships  and  the  meanness  of  their  condition  as  to  men.  The  latter 
of  these  is  a misfortune  that  I am  afraid  will  not  be  mended  after 
my  departure,  I having  observed  the  great  difficulties  the 
Admiralty  has  had  to  supply  this  defect,  even  while  the  Fleet  was 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Russell,  nor  could  it  have  been  pro- 
vided for  last  year  but  by  the  land  forces.  So  that,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  send  half  these  ships  with  a 
number  of  men  to  put  those  abroad  into  a condition  for  service, 
than  the  whole,  under  the  unhappy  circumstances  we  must  be 
[in]  in  case  we  arrive  in  safety  at  Cadiz,  for  upon  the  melancholy 
prospect  I have  at  this  distance,  all  I can  hope  for  is  to  be  pent 
up  in  that  port ; for  if  the  ships  left  there  should  be  foul,  as  these 
I carry  with  me  are,  it  will  not  be  by  any  means  reasonable, 
though  never  so  well  manned,  to  lay  in  the  way  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  lest,  by  their  exceeding  us  in  number  and  the  advantage  of 
their  cleanness,  it  should  produce  such  fatal  consequences  as  I 
hope  I shall  never  live  to  see  ; hut  if  it  please  God  to  send  me 
well  there,  I shall  act  according  to  the  advice  and  opinion  of 
the  flag-officers. 

“But,  my  Lord,  if  the  enemy  shall  be  come  away  into  these  seas, 
and  I miss  them  in  my  passage  out,  which  is  the  best  can  be 
hoped  for,  it  will  be  very  dismal  to  come  back  again  in  the  midst 
of  winter  with  the  great  ships ; and  should  they  happily  return 
through  all  these  great  difficulties,  I cannot  hope  they  will  be  in 
a condition  for  the  next  summer’s  use ; it  being  obvious  to  every 
seaman’s  reason  that  a winter’s  passage  out  and  home  must 
needs  rack  and  wear  them  more  than  seven  summers’  service. 
This  is  the  case,  my  Lord,  as  plain  as  I can  state  in  so  few 
words,  which  I humbly  refer  to  your  Grace’s  and  their 
Excellencies’  consideration. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  by  this  ylay’s  post  given  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  an  account  of  the  ships  [which]  are  already 
sickly  by  the  rawness  of  the  soldiers  and  the  nakedness  of 
the  marines,  many  having  not  clothes  enough  to  appear  with 
decency.” 

R.  8. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695,  Oct.  8,  Whitehall. — “ I have  received  your  two  letters  of 
yesterday,  and  laid  them  before  the  Lords  Justices,  who,  being 
very  sensible  of  the  inconvenience  it  may  be  to  the  service  to 
have  the  squadron  Mr.  Russell  leaves  so  ill  manned  as  he 
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represents,  and  no  method  taken  to  supply  it,  will  not 
content  themselves  with  recommending  a remedy  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  but,  when  his  Majesty  arrives,  will 
humbly  represent  it  to  him,  and  endeavour  some  way  or  other 
that  men  may  be  sent  to  man  them  completelj".  A warrant 
has  been  this  day  signed  to  emjrower  you  to  pay  Norcot’s 
Regiment,  and  I suppose  it  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this 
night’s  post. 

“ The  Lords  Justices  are  sensible  that  this  unexpected  return 
of  the  Dutch  squadron  does  alter  the  circumstance  of  your  case 
from  what  it  would  have  been  had  they  remained,  as  it  was 
affirmed  they  should,  till  they  were  relieved  by  a fresh  squadron 
from  hence  ; and  possibly  this  alteration  might  have  induced 
them  to  have  reconsidered  your  instructions.  But  the  wind  being 
now  fair,  and  the  King  so  soon  expected,  they  resolve  immedi- 
ately to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  his  Majesty,  who,  being 
acquainted  with  what  is  designed  in  Holland,  both  as  to  the 
recall  of  the  one  squadron,  and  the  time  of  their  sending  a new 
one,  as  well  as  the  strength  of  it,  can  best  judge  what  directions 
to  give  upon  the  several  cases  that  may  fall  out ; which,  if  it 
occasions  any  change  in  your  present  orders,  shall  he  dispatched 
after  you  by  an  advice-boat,  the  Admiralty  having  orders  to  keep 
one  ready  at  Falmouth  for  that  purpose,  we  co:icluding  this 
easterly  wind  and  fair  weather  will  invite  you  to  go  to  sea  with 
what  expedition  you  can,  and  I hope  the  voyage  will  be  as  safe 
and  suqcessful  as  it  is  wished  by,”  &c. 

Copy. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  8-18,  Turin. — Believes  the  King  will  have  returned 
to  England  before  the  arrival  of  this  letter.  Our  troops  are  still 
encamped,  notwithstanding  very  bad  weather  and  a great  dearth 
of  provisions.  Thinks  his  R.H.  will  soon  send  them  into  their 
winter  quarters.  Refers  to  the  non-payment  of  two  Regiments, 
and  to  the  money  which  he  brought  from  England  when  he  first 
came  into  this  country,  &c. 

Is  also  embarassed  by  another  affair.  Since  last  year  his  R.H. 
has  been  levying  an  Irish  battalion,  and  in  order  to  make  it  com- 
plete he  keeps  officers  in  the  valleys,  where  deserters  from  the 
enemy’s  army  resort.  These  officers  have  brought  in  some 
English,  v/ho,  having  been  taken  in  Flanders,  had  been  forced  to 
recruit  the  Irish  regiments  serving  in  the  army  of  M.  de  Catti- 
nat.  These  Englishmen  being  now  in  an  Irish  regiment,  under 
Irish  officers,  and  with  a pay  two-thirds  smaller  than  they  used 
to  receive  in  England,  it  will  be  understood  that  they  do  not  serve 
willingly,  and  that  they  avail  themselves  of  the  pretext  of  religion 
— of  which,  however,  they  make  no  exercise — and  daily  worry 
the  writer  to  obtain  their  dismissal,  but  he  has  been  unable  to  do 
so,  although  he  has  offered  to  repay  the  money  they  cost.  This 
difficulty  was  foreseen  by  the  writer.  When  this  Irish  battalion 
was  first  raised,  the  Colonel  prayed  him  to  forbid  our  troops  to 
press  {prendre)  any  Irishmen.  Did  so,  on  condition  that  no 
Englishman  or  Scotchman,  or  even  Irish  Protestant,  should  be 
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enlisted  [in  the  battalion] , but  that  all  such  men  should  be 
placed  among  the  lung’s  troops.  Has  accordingly  on  his  part 
given  uj)  all  Irishmen,  but  the  Colonel,  though  a friend  of 
his,  has  had  orders  not  to  observe  the  condition.  Requires 
only  about  25  Englishmen  to  be  given  up ; hut  if  any  of 
these  soldiers,  or  any  of  the  ofticers  here,  should  write  about 
this  to  England,  it  would  be  much  to  his  discredit  to  have 
it  reported  that  he  permits  Englishmen  to  be  forced  to  serve 
a Roman  Catholic  prince  without  being  allowed  to  exercise 
their  religion. 

Desires  the  King  may  be  informed  of  these  two  matters,  so 
that  the  minister  of  his  R.H.  may  be  urgently  spoken  to  about 
them,  and  that  he  (the  writer)  may  know  positively  how 
to  act. 

French.  R.  28  [Oct.] . 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  8-18,  Turin. — “ Depuis  ma  lettre  escrite,  j’en  ay 
receu  une  de  M.  Ronsele,  qui  me  fait  s^avoir  que  nous  aves  eu  la 
bonte  d’entrer  dans  le  detail  de  tons  ses  malheurs.  Son  grand 
zele  pour  nostre  religion  et  le  seruice  du  Roy  luy  a fait  beaucoup 
soufrir,  ayant  este  longtemps  dans  une  facheuse  prison  a Gallway, 
et  ayant  perdu  tous  ses  hiens.  II  rendit  un  grand  service 
pendant  sa  prison,  ayant  contrihue  a faire  sauuer  beaucoup  do 
nos  prisoniers,  qui  se  rendirent  maistres  d’un  uaisseau, 
qu’ils  menerent  a Dublin.  II  a une  femme  angloise  de 
beaucoup  de  merite,  qui  est  dans  un  estat  pitoyalde  par  sa 
pauureth  et  mauuaise  sant6,  que  les  tourments  qu’on  luy  a 
fait  en  Irlande  pendant  la  jirison  de  son  mary  luy  out  attird. 
Enfm,  my  Lord,  ceste  famille  merite  uostre  protection ; ce 
sera  une  grande  charite,  et  pen  de  chose  la  pent  tirer  de 
la  mi  sere.” 

Endorsed  : R.  28  [Oct.]  95.  In  favour  of  Baron  de  Ronsele. 

Sir  G.  Rooee  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  11,  Queen,  at  St.  Hellen’s. — “ I have  your  Grace’s 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and  am  thankful  to  your  Grace  and 
their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  for  their  intended  care  for 
manning  the  ships  left  behind  by  Mr.  Russell  at  Cadiz,  and  wish 
it  may  prove  effectual.  The  more  I think  of  what  I proposed  of 
keeping  these  great  ships  at  home  this  winter,  the  more  I am 
confirmed  I was  in  the  right.  For  if  the  enemy  resolve  to  come 
into  these  seas  this  winter,  in  probability  they  are  passed  the 
Straits’  mouth  ere  this ; and  if  they  are,  in  my  poor  opinion,  it  is 
as  probable  they  will  give  us  battle  here  next  summer.  And  if 
our  ships  are  fitting  either  at  home  or  at  Cadiz,  they  will  be  in  a 
condition  for  the  next  summer  service  ; but  if  they  are  employed 
in  ranging  the  sea  all  winter  in  their  passage  out  and  home,  as  I 
intimated  to  your  Grace  in  my  last,  though  they  should  return 
without  any  ill  accident,  I am  apprehensive  they  cannot  be  fit 
for  the  next  summer’s  use.  And  whether  the  Navy  be  in  so 
good  a condition  to  admit  of  such  risks  of  impairing  it,  I cannot 
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presume  to  determine,  though  in  my  opinion  it  is  not.  And,  my 
Lord,  I do  humhly  propose,  in  case  the  enemy  he  come 
from  Tolloone,  that  a light  squadron  of  ships,  such  as  may  he 
spared  from  the  service  here,  will  maintain  the  King’s  honour, 
and  support  the  trade  of  his  subjects  and  Allies  abroad,  and 
likely  give  the  enemy  some  diversion  from  hence.  I have  no 
ends  in  imparting  my  thoughts  to  your  Grace  on  this  subject  but 
the  service,  for  which  I think  in  my  conscience  what  I offer  is 
best,  for  the  more  ships  proceed  with  me,  and  the  greater  force  I 
appear  with  abroad,  certainly  the  greater  advantage  it  is  to  my 
reputation ; but  I am  one  of  those  weak  Englishmen  that  ahvays 
prefer  the  public  good  of  my  country  before  my  own  private 
interest. 

“ We  are  unmoored  and  ready  to  embrace  the  very  first 
opportunity  of  sailing,  though  at  present  the  weather  is  calm, 
and  seems  as  if  the  wind  will  he  about  westerly ; but  I shall  slip 
no  opj)ortunity  of  proceeding,  and  wish  it  may  succeed  for  the 
best,  in  which  no  endeavours  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  for 
promoting  his  Majesty’s  service,  to  which  I am  devoted  with  a 
very  true  zeal  and  affection.” 

Ke.  13. 

Extradition  op  an  Irishman. 

1695,  Oct.  [11-]21,  Friday. — Extract  from  the  Register  of 
the  States  General,  of  a resolution  for  the  delivery  of  a certain 
Irishman  who  had  recently  come  from  the  Sound  to  the  Texel, 
and  was  charged  with  forcibly  seizing  an  English  ship  and  the 
master,  an  Englishman,  in  order  that  he  might  he  tried  in 
England.  The  ship  was  called  the  Angel,  and  left  the  Meuse  for 
England  laden  with  merchandise,  but  was  seized  by  some  pas- 
sengers, including  the  Irishman,  and  taken  to  Norway,  &c. 

French. 


H.  Greg  to  Sec.  Trumbull. 

1695,  Oct.  12,  Copenhagen. — Presented  the  memorial  against 
Capt.  Juel,  by  his  Majesty’s  order,  three  months  ago.  Was 
referred  to  Mons.  Plessen,  who  has  not  yet  arrived.  The  Danish 
ministers  alleged  that  it  is  far  from  their  King’s  thoughts  to  dis- 
pute the  honours  given  to  his  Majesty’s  flag  by  other  crowned 
heads,  hut  that  the  lowering  of . the  flag,  pennant,  or  topsail  of 
every  foreign  man-of-war  on  every  occasion  of  meeting  the  least 
English  frigate  in  the  British  seas,  has  never  been  yielded  by 
the  French  or  other  Kings,  &c. ; that  the  English  have  given  up 
the  point  by  several  treaties  with  the  French  in  Cromwell’s  time 
and  since  ; “ that  if  Philip  II.  of  Spain  did  strike  to  Queen  Mary’s 
flag,  it  was  in  the  River  Thames  or  on  the  coast  of  England, 
and  that  chiefly  perhaps  out  of  complaisance,  when  he  came  to 
court  the  said  Queen  ” ; that  English  ships  do  not  pay  such 
respect  to  the  Danish  flag  in  this  King’s  seas;  that  Capt.  Juel 
did  fire  a salute  to  each  of  the  two  English  frigates,  which  they 
did  not  return,  hut  fired  their  broadsides  upon  him,  and  killed  and 
wounded  several  of  his  men ; that  he  acted  only  in  self-defence  ; 
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that  he  did  not  carry  a flag,  but  only  a pennant,  and  the 
demand  for  taking  in  the  pennant  was  a novelty  ; “ that  for 
this  reason  they  looked  ujion  the  dispute  with  Capt.  Barfoot  to 
have  been  merely  occasioned  by  the  particular  consideration  that 
the  officers  of  the  English  fleet  had  for  the  Royal  Chamber  of  the 
Downs,  as  a kind  of  sacred  place,  as  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovel  then 
called  it  ” ; and  that  not  long  before  one  of  the  Danish  captains 
passed  through  Admiral  Russell’s  fleet  at  sea,,  and  saluted  him 
with  guns,  but  was  not  required  to  take  in  his  pennant.  Asks 
for  instructions  on  several  points.  Captain  Sested,  “ who  was 
in  company  of  the  Swede  in  the  rencounter  with  the  Sea-horse,” 
has  been  degraded  for  lowering  his  pennant  on  that  and  on  a 
previous  occasion. 

Copy. 


G.vlway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  12-22,  Turin. — Touching  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  of  the  Emperor  and  the  King.  His  R.H.  is  at  the  vineyard 
of  the  Duchess  Royal  in  the  “montagne”  of  Turin.  Expects  he 
will  propose  some  project  for  the  next  campaign. 

French.  R.  3 Nov.  95. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Oct.  13,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Shrewsbury, 
Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Godolphin. 

“ The  King  says  the  Dutch  will  leave  eight  men-of-war  in  the 
Straits. 

“ Sir  Geo.  Rooke’s  instructions  now  stand  to  follow  the  French 
in  case  they  pass  the  Straits,  or  are  passed  before  he  comes, 
which  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  approve. 

“ The  Admiralty  acquaint  the  King  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  sailed 
11th  October. 

“ The  Colonels  of  the  Marines  are  to  be  sent  to  by  me  to  make 
a proposal  for  the  better  clothing  of  their  Regiments,  and  the 
making  them  of  better  and  more  servicable  men. 

“ Victory,  Defiance,  Berwick,  Hampton  Court,  ordered  to  be 
ready  for  the  Straits,  and  two  more  that  will  be  launched  in  a 
month  ordered  also. 

“ It  was  debated  whether  the  great  ships  should  be  paid  off. 

“ The  representation  from  the  town  of  Portsmouth  was  read, 
and  nothing  thought  fit  to  be  done  upon  it. 

“ His  Majesty  directs  me  to  write  to  the  Admiralty  that  it  is 
his  pleasure  that  the  great  ships  now  come  in  be  immediately 
paid  off’.” 

In  Shrcirshnry's  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Oct.  16,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Arch- 
bishoji.  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Steward,  Shrewsbury,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  Lord  Godolphin,  Mr.  Secretary. 
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“ Eeport  made  of  what  passed  yesterday  at  my  office  about 
amending  the  coin. 

“ The  Lords  present  are  ordered  to  meet  with  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasui’y,  and  endeavour,  without  altering  the  standard,  to 
propose  methods  for  the  putting  it  in  practice,  and  to  consider  of 
*any  proposals  to  hinder  or  lessen  the  exportation. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Council  ordered  to  hear  counsel  upon  my 
Lord  Athlone’s  and  other  bills  depending  from  Ireland,  and 
report  to  the  King. 

“ The  representation  from  the  Commissioners  of  Sick  and 
Wounded  to  be  sent  to  the  Council.” 

In  Shreivshnrtfs  hand. 

Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 


1695,  Oct.  22,  Easthampstead. — “ When  I left  London,  I 
hoped  the  Election  for  the  University  of  Oxford  would  have  been 
over  before  I should  have  come  thither,  and  so  have  had  nothing 
to  have  hindered  my  return  as  this  day ; but  by  accident  the 
precept  was  delayed,  and  the  Election  could  not  be  till  yesterday, 
when  the  ATce-Chancellor  called  a Convocation,  and  they  unani- 
mously chose  me  to  be  one  of  their  Burgesses,  and  Mr.  Finch  the 
other  ; which  has  kept  me  a day  longer  than  I expected.  I was 
very  glad  to  find  the  University  so  generally  well  affected  and 
dutiful  to  his  Majesty,  as  they  frequently  expressed  themselves, 
with  their  most  earnest  desires  to  see  the  King  there  in  his  way 
from  Burford  to  Windsor.  They  remembered  a letter  his 
Majesty  was  formerly  pleased  to  write  to  them  (upon  his  not 
coming  from  Abingdon  thither),  promising  the  honour  of  his 
presence  at  the  University;  and  I heartily  wish  your  Grace 
would  prevail  with  him  to  gratify  them  when  he  comes  so  near 
Oxford  ; I hope  it  would  be  for  his  service,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend it  to  your  favour  to  persuade  him  to  it.”  . . . 

[P.S.]  Lord  Abingdon  would  be  glad  if  the  King  would  dine 
with  him  at  Eycaut,  and,  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  he  was  desirous 
to  show  his  Majesty  the  county  militia. 


E.  23. 


Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 


1695,  Oct.  24,  AVhitehall. — Has  received  Tetters  from  the 
King’s  ministers  in  Sweden  and  Denmark  concerning  the  respect 
due  to  the  King’s  flag,  now  in  dispute.  Sends  copies  of  letters 
from  Mr.  Eobinson  and  Mr.  Greg  ; and  also  an  extract  of  a resolu- 
tion of  the  States  General  touching  an  Irishman  taken  in  Norway, 
who  is  suspected  of  having  had  a hand  in  murdering  on  the  seas 
the  master  of  a ship  and  his  crew,  and  running  away  with  the 
ship.  Desires  the  King  may  be  acquainted  with, these  matters, 
and  recommends  Mr.  Eobinson  for  the  vacant  Deanery  of 
Lincoln. 

E.  26. 

Tweeddale  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  24,  Pinkie. — “After  Mr.  Secretary  Johnstoun  went 
from  this,  I thought  it  not  necessary  to  give  your  Grace  the 
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trouble  of  an  account  of  affairs  here,  not  doubting  he  would  do  it, 
especially  of  my  Lord  Bradalbin,  which  with  no  small  struggle  is 
got  over  ; but  it  was  of  more  considerable  importance  than  at 
first  we  were  aware  of,  that  upon  the  conclusion  of  a session  of 
Parliament  a person  imprisoned  for  treason  by  them  should  be 
set  at  liberty  without  condition  or  qualification,  besides  the 
endeavours  were  used  to  expose  the  King’s  directions  to  his 
Advocate  thereanent,  which  his  Majesty  intended  should  be  kept 
secret ; wherein  I ho2)e  the  King  will  he  satisfied  with  what  hath 
been  done.  And  if  upon  the  importunity  of  my  Lord’s  English 
friends  (who  should  know  better  how  such  a thing  would  relish 
with  an  English  Parliament)  the  King  should  be’  prevailed  with 
to  give  him  liberty,  I hope  it  will  be  qualified  with  laying  him 
aside  from  all  employment  in  the  Government,  and  upon  condi- 
tion of  his  giving  bail  to  appear  at  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  the  Council  shall  ap2^)oint.  And  by  this  affair  I have 
made  a discovery  how  impossible  it  will  be  for  me  to  bear 
the  burden  of  my  emjjloyment  in  so  divided  and  sjilit  a 
condition  of  i)ersons  emj^loyed  in  the  Government  with  me, 
who  stand  not  equally  affectionate  to  it,  the  one  half  acting 
mostly  with  regard  to  their  own  interest,  to  the  prejudice 
thereof ; and  though  I dare  not  offer  so  great  changes  to  be 
made  as  the  settlement  and  quiet  of  Government  requires, 
yet  so  much  as  is  necessary  for  its  2)reservation  and  safety 
I shall  offer  now  ujion  his  Majesty’s  return  to  be,  a new 
Commission  of  the  Treasury,  whereof  reckoning  two  places 
empty,  as  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow’s,  and  the  Earl  of  Bradalbin’s, 
and  two  of  the  other  three  almost  always  absent,  the  Duke 
of  (^ueensberrie  and  the  Earl  of  Cassilis,  and  the  third, 
my  Lord  Raith,  taking  u2>on  him  as  Treasurer  Dejjute,  which  is 
inconsistent  with  a Commission  of  the  Treasury,  the  title  of 
Treasurer  Dejnite  being  only  used  to  su^Ji^ly  the  jfiace  of  an 
officer  of  State  in  Parliament,  and  l)eing  son  to  the  Earl  of 
IMelvill  (who  himself  is  Privy  Seal,  and  another  son  of 
his  Captain  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  he  and  they 
being  members  of  all  the  Courts,  and  carrying  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  as  l\Ir.  Secretary  .Tohnstoun  can  show  you) 
needs  a mortification.  So  if  the  King  change  three  in  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Treasury,  whereof  my  son,  whom  you  have  been 
jfieased  to  recommend,  and  the  Justice  Clerk  [Sir  Win.  Hamilton] , 
whom  the  King  knows  very  well,  and  my  Lord  Ruthven,  who 
was  formerly  in  the  Treasury,  would  make  uji  the  number.  But 
if  it  were  possible  to  get  a new  Commission  of  Council  and 
Exchequer  both,  it  would  jiroduce  an  excellent  settlement 
in  the  Government  here,  and  quickly  put  the  nation  in  a 
condition  of  safety  and  firmness  to  the  King’s  Majesty  and 
his  Government,  and  soften  the  animosities  amongst  the 
Clergy,  which  is  not  possible  to  be  done  without  changes 
in  the  civil  government.  Now,  whether  to  write  to  the 
King  upon  the  whole  matter,  or  as  to  the  first  part, 
to  wit,  of  the  Treasury,  I can  hardly  resolve  without  your 
Grace’s  advice,  whose  affection  to  the  King’s  Govern- 
ment and  welfare  of  both  kingdoms  I have  so  perfect  a 
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confidence  of  as,  excuse  me  to  say,  I cannot  proceed  without  it, 
and  must  therefore  crave  pardon  for  the  trouble  is  given  you 
by,”  &c. 

Signed,  R.  No.  3d. 

Capbl  to  Shrewsbury. 

[1695,]  Oct.  24,  Dublin  Castle. — “ Yesterday  being  the 
23rd  of  October,  and  so  the  state-day  of  the  greatest  ceremonies, 
I was  not  able  to  get  the  Bills  under  seal  at  the  Council  till  this 
morning ; and  being  resolved  to  send  my  private  secretary, 
Mr.  Stone,  away  with  this  same  in  the  afternoon,  I have  not 
time  to  write  to  your  Grace  concerning  the  Bills,  as  likewise 
touching  the  adjournment  or  prorogation  of  the  Parliament;  but, 
resolving  to  send  a transmission  of  the  last  Bill  of  money  within 
these  very  few  days,  I will  then  fully  express  my  thoughts  there- 
upon concerning]  these  matters. 

“If  your  Grace  will  please  to  give  an  audience  at  any  time  to 
this  bearer  (he  being  a Member  of  the  House),  [he]  wull  give  you 
a full  account  of  the  whole  affair  of  my  Lord  Chancellor’s.  He 
is  a very  faithful  and  prudent  young  man. 

“ My  Lord  Anglesey  will  arrive  at  London  with  this  packet. 
He  is  an  ingenious  man,  but  perfectly  embarked  with  the  sole 
right  men,  and  entirely  in  the  interest  of  my  Lord  Chancellor. 
In  the  House  of  Peers  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  all  the  embroil- 
ments, and  likewise  in  those  that  have  [been]  like  to  happen 
between  the  two  Houses.  But  this,  if  you  please,  to  yourself 
alone. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  received  your  Grace’s  letter  of  Oct.  15th 
concerning  my  Lord  Belliew,  and  will  take  great  care  therein.” 

R.  No.  9th,  95.  Enclosure  (?); — 

[Proceedings  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons.] 

“ The  minute  after  the  Report  from  the  Committeee  of  the 
whole  House  for  granting  the  Supply  was  made,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  the  House,  having  voted  a Supply, 
would  think  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  and  prayed 
that  it  might  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  what  laws  of  England  were  fit  to  be  passed  into  laws 
in  this  kingdom,  that  [they]  do  forthwith  prepare  heads  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Bill ; and  after  some  short  time  he  (though  not 
Chairman  of  that  Committee)  reported  the  heads  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Bill  without  consulting  the  Committee  ; and  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  he  never  spoke  one  word  in  the  dispute  upon  the 
sole  right. 

“ Mr.  Sloane  moved  that  an  appropriating  clause  for  the  debts 
due  to  the  country  from  the  Army  might  be  added  to  the  Poll 
Bill,  and  that  Commissioners  for  Accompts  might  be  appointed 
by  the  said  Bill,  before  whom  all  money  granted  by  this  Parlia- 
ment might  be  accompted  for ; and  that  the  heads  of  the  said 
Bill  might  be  reduced  into  a Bill  and  read  in  the  House  before 
the  same  should  be  sent  to  my  Lord  Deputy. 
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“ Sir  John  Meade,  one  of  the  King’s  counsel,  moved  that  the 
heads  of  the  Poll  Bill  might  he  fairly  engrossed  and  read  again 
over  in  the  House  before  the  same  was  sent  to  my  Lord  Deputy. 
But  neither  Mr.  Sloane’s  nor  Sir  John  Meade’s  motion  met  with 
any  countenance,  by  reason  of  the  great  delay  the  same  must 
have  given  to  the  Supply.” 

Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  25,  Whitehall. — “ About  a month  since  Mr.  Roope, 
the  Governor  of  Dartmouth,  acquainted  me  that  a vessel,  pretended 
to  belong  to  Sweden,  one  Peterson  master,  had  taken  in  a person 
in  a very  suspicious  manner,  and  that  he  was  informed  he  was 
hound  for  Morlaix  in  France.  ...  I am  informed  by  my  Lord 
Berkeley  and  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovel  that  Mr.  Roope  is  under  a 
mistake.”  . . . 

[P.S.]  “ Mr.  Heathcott,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Raworth  desired 

me  to  recommend  the  enclosed  case  to  his  Majesty,  and  I entreat 
your  Grace  to  move  the  King  for  his  favour  to  them,  in  considera- 
tion of  their  great  losses,  which  they  hope  by  this  means  in  some 
measure  to  repair.” 

Endorsed  hi/ Shrewshuni : Ratification  of  the  Grand  Alliance. 
{See  Oct.  27.) 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Trumbull. 

1695,  Oct.  25,  Althrop. — The  King  will  pass  through  Oxford  in 
his  way  from  Burford  to  Windsor,  early  in  the  morning,  but 
cannot  stay  to  dine.  The  day  proposed  is  Monday,  11  Nov.,  but 
“ some  of  us  that  are  here,  and  who  wish  that  the  King  would  be 
prevailed  upon  to  return  as  soon  as  conveniently  he  could  to 
Kensington,  that  he  might  have  the  more  time  to  settle  his 
business  before  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  are  not  without 
hopes  to  get  his  Majesty  to  go  from  Burford  ” on  Saturday,  the 
9th.  The  University  is  to  be  informed  “ that  a treat  is  not  ex- 
pected from  them.”  The  King  will  not  be  able  to  dine  with  Lord 
Abingdon  at  Rycaut.  The  enclosed  petition  is  to  be  laid  before 
the  Council.  His  Majesty  has  avoided  being  attended  by  the 
militia  in  other  counties,  and  Lord  Abingdon  is  to  be  requested 
not  to  put  the  country  to  an  unnecessary  trouble  and  expense. 

Copy. 


Lord  Keeper  Somers  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[16] 95,  Oct.  26. — “I  thank  your  Grace  for  the  favour  of 
getting  my  Bills  signed.  I must  beg  the  like  as  to  the  Bill  for 
the  Recorder  to  succeed  Serjeant  Powys.  If  I am  not  misinformed, 
Mr.  Penn  makes  hut  an  ill  use  of  what  he  obtained  from  your 
Grace,  for  he  is  got  to  Bristol,  and  makes  all  the  interest  he  can 
for  Sir  John  Knight.  But  of  this  I may  perhaps  give  your  Grace 
a more  certain  information.  The  business  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex  is  in  such  a posture  that  I am  very  much  troubled 
that  your  Grace  is  not  here  to  direct  us.  The  Duke  of  Bedford 
is  disturbed  at  the  apprehension  of  charge,  but  his  agents  have 
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endeavoured  to  make  an  interest,  and  that  actually  before  any 
notice  of  the  Cambridgeshire  Election.  Besides  this,  so  many 
persons  have  been  engaged  for  him  and  Sir  John  Wolstenholm, 
and  the  appearance  of  success  is  such,  and  it  is  so  universally 
understood  that  your  Grace  and  I gave  the  first  motion  to  this 
thing,  that  I am  afraid  it  cannot  be  desisted  from  -without  a good 
deal  of  reflection. 

“ Let  me  beg  your  Grace’s  opinion  in  this  matter.  Mr. 
Montagu  is  very  earnest  to  have  the  thing  proceed,  and  so  is 
Baron  Bradbury.  If  it  does  go  on,  the  Under-Sheriff  (who  is  a 
friend)  says  it  would  be  of  great  consequence  if  the  poll  might  he 
in  Hide  Park.  You  can  best  tell  if  that  may  be  obtained,  and  in 
what  manner.  The  Duke  of  Leeds  gives  a great  deal  of  roast 
beef  against  Mr.  Montagu.  I should  he  glad  to  hear  some  good 
news  from  you,  for  I do  assure  you  your  Grace’s  absence,  and 
my  Lord  Eomney’s,  &c.,  does  a great  deal  of  hurt.  I do  not 
know  what  answer  your  Grace  had  from  my  Lord  Lucas,  and  so 
we  do  not  know  how  to  act  with  him.  I beg  your  pardon,  for  I 
have  wrote  with  such  white  ink  that  I cannot  see  what  nor  how  I 
have  written.’* 

[P.S.]  “ Your  Grace  was  not  misinformed  when  you  were  told 
that  my  Lord  Cutts  joined  with  Sir  Pvob.  Cotton,  and  your  appre- 
hension was  very  well  grounded,  as  I hear,  though  by  chance 
it  succeeded  well.” 

R.  27. 

Sec.  Teumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  26,  Whitehall. — Is  informed  by  the  Emperor’s 
envoy  “ that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  complained  of 
the  breach  of  the  capitulations  made  with  them  in  the  late  war, 
and  that  the  Emperor  prays  his  Majesty  will  please  to  have  a regard 
of  them,  which  he  will  own  as  a particular  obligation.  He  said, 
he  meant  only  to  such  of  the  Irish  as  keep  within  the  bounds  of 
their  duty,  and  that  those  who  transgress  may  be  liable  to 
punishment.  He  spoke  also  much  of  the  good  disposition 
of  Sweden  to  the  affairs  of  the  Allies.”  He  desires  his  Majesty 
will  give  directions  to  his  minister  in  Sweden  to  make  some 
compliment  to  that  King  about  this  late  rencounter  at  sea,  and 
that  some  expedient  may  be  thought  of  to  prevent  such  hostilities 
in  future. 

R.  27. 

Galwwy  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  26-Nov.  5,  Turin. — His  R.H.  is  to  return  here 
today.  The  enemy’s  fortifications  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
rains.  Hopes  that,  after  hearing  Admiral  Russell,  Shrewsbury 
will  deem  it  fitting  to  have  “ a man  of  consideration”  at  Genoa, 
in  order  to  encourage  commerce.  Is  expecting  Mr.  Plowman  to 
bargain  for  the  clothing  of  his  R.H.’s  troops.  The  company 
“ du  lustrin  ” has  caused  some  merchandise  to  come  to  Genoa, 
for  this  country  ; it  asks  for  a reduction  of  customs,  and  its 


* It  is  now  of  a good  colour. 
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memorial  has  been  presented  by  the  writer  to  bis  11. II.  Sir 
William  Waller  passed  through  Genoa,  and  has  arrived  at  Venice, 
where  he  hopes  the  King  will  employ  him  in  his  affairs ; hut 
he  is  extremely  ill.  M.  de  Mongomeri  [Sir  James  Montgomery] , 
who  escaped  from  English  prisons,  has  passed  by  Coni  in  coming 
from  Genoa,  after  having  been  in  France,  and  in  Hungary  witli 
Teckeli.  Has  sent  orders  for  his  arrest  to  the  frontiers  of  his 
lI.H.’s  states.  Wishes  to  know  if  he  should  be  detained  here  till 
an  opportunity  be  found  for  sending  him  into  England. 

French.  R.  13  Nov. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Trumbull. 

1G95,  Oct.  27,  Althrope. — His  Majesty  is  desirous  that  the 
Irishman  should  he  delivered  up.  He  would  not  have  patience 
to  hear  Mr.  Gregg’s  long  letter  read.  He  thinks  the  good  dis- 
position of  the  King  of  Sw^eden  should  be  improved.  Lord 
Yilliers  presses  that  the  ratification  of  the  Grand  Alliance  should 
he  immediately  despatched,  and  his  Majesty  directs  that  it  be 
prepared. 

“Mr.  Recorder  of  London  sent  the  enclosed  list  of  persons  con- 
vict for  his  Majesty’s  determination  upon  them,  but  it  being  im- 
possible for  the  King  at  this  distance  to  be  informed  of  the 
circumstance  of  their  cases,  [he]  is  pleased  to  direct  that  you 
summon  the  Archbishop,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord 
Steward,  Lord  Chamberlain,  [and]  Lord  Godolphin  to  meet  Avith 
yourself ; and  if  in  the  opinion  of  those  Lords,  having  heard  the 
Recorder,  any  of  the  persons  condemned  are  judged  proper 
objects  of  mercy,  that  execution  he  stayed  upon  them  till  his 
Majesty’s  further  pleasure  be  known,  and  that  the  laAV  pass 
upon  the  others  who  shall  not  be  thought  so  deserving  of 
favour.’’ 

[P.S.]  As  to  the  person  taken  at  Brest,  Shrewsbury  once  em- 
ployed him  “ for  intelligence  to  Brest,”  &c. 

Copy. 

Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  28,  Whitehall. — “ This  afternoon  the  Council  met 
here,  and  some  of  the  petitioners  against  my  Lord  Athlone’s  Bill 
were  heard,  and  the  rest  of  them  are  to  be  heard  at  Council  on 
Thursday  next. 

“The  Commissioners  for  exchange  of  prisoners  acquainted  the 
Council  with  a letter  which  they  received  from  their  agent  at 
Hover,  giving  an  account  that  the  French  prisoners  there  had  an 
expectation  of  the  arrival  of  shallops  from  France  with  arms, 
wherewith  they  were  to  force  their  escape,  and  that  the  toivn 
wanted  soldiers  to  guard  the  prison.  I was  hereupon  directed  in 
Council  to  write  to  your  Grace  to  move  the  King  that  he  would 
be  pleased  to  send  orders  to  the  Huke  of  Schomberg  for  two  or 
three  companies  of  foot  to  march  thither  as  soon  as  may  be.” 

R.  30. 
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Tho.  Brodeick  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

1695,  Oct.  28,  Dubliu. — “I  presumed  formerly  to  give  your 
Grace  an  account  of  the  procedure  in  the  House  of  Commons 
against  my  Lord  Chancellor,  as  far  as  it  had  then  gone  ; which 
being  now  at  an  end,  I hold  myself  in  duty  bound  to  acquaint 
your  Grace  what  has  happened  since  my  last. 

“ The  Commons,  pursuant  to  their  vote  of  examining  witnesses 
on  oath,  sent  a message  to  the  Lords  to  pray  that  their  Lordships 
would  give  leave  to  the  Chief  Justice  [Sir  Kichard  Pyne]  and 
Chief  Baron  [Eohert  Boyne]  to  swear  the  witnesses  in  the 
Speaker’s  chamber,  who  were  afterwards  to  be  examined  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  Lords  hereupon  send  for  a conference, 
and  thereat  gave  their  reasons  in  writing  why  they  could  not 
comjily  with  our  desire.  The  Commons  desire  a conference,  and 
in  wudting  give  their  reasons  why  they  think  their  request  ought 
to  be  complied  with  by  the  Lords.  These  conferences  hegat  a 
free  conference,  which  was  desired  hy  the  Lords,  when  the 
Commons  produced  precedents,  and  enforced  their  precedents 
with  the  reason  of  the  thing.  The  Lords  afterwards  adhered  ; 
the  Commons  did  so  likewise  ; Friday  last  being  the  day  appointed 
for  examining  witnesses. 

“ The  House  of  Commons  were  then  to  consider  of  a method  for 
having  the  witnesses  sworn,  when  Mr.  Savage,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  moved  for  leave  that  my  Lord  Chancellor  might  come 
into  the  House  to  make  his  defence.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  his  Lordship  have  leave  as  he  desired,  but  the  time  of  his 
coming  occasioned  a loirg  debate,  his  coming  in  being  opposed 
till  first  the  House  had  settled  the  Avay  of  swearing  witnesses. 
However,  the  question  of  his  coming  then  in  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  His  Lordship  came  in,  a chair  being  set  for  him  on 
the  right  hand  within  the  bar  ; and,  laying  the  imrse  and  his  hat 
on  the  chair,  stood  behind  it,  and  there  gave  his  answ'er  to  each  of 
the  articles  ; the  greatest  part  whereof  was  a confession  of  fact, 
but  so  circumstantiated  as  that  he  hoped  ’twould  not  be  looked 
on  as  any  crime,  and  that  no  judge  was  punishable  for  error  in 
judgment,  and  that  if  he  had  misjudged  there  lay  an  appeal. 

“ That  he  never  had  taken  any  fees,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  charged  with  taking  excessive  ones,  for  that  he  left  the  taking 
his  fees  to  the  officer  with  whom  he  accounted  for  them  ; that  if 
his  servants  or  agents  had  been  faulty  herein,  he  hoped  they,  and 
not  he,  should  be  accountable  for  it.  That  for  what  Justices  he 
had  put  into  the  Commission  of  Peace  he  had  good  recommenda- 
tions. That  he  never  had  been  a favourer  of  Jacobites,  Irish,  or 
any  other  enemies  to  this  Government. 

“ His  Lordship  concluded  with  his  having  refused  the  inheri- 
tance of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a year  offered  hy  my  Lord 
Tirconnell  to  have  come  over  to  their  party,  when  he  w'as  first 
Lord  Chancellor  ; and  that  he  had  served  this  kingdom  beyond 
what  anyone  beside  him  could  have  done,  hy  joining  with  another 
(I  suppose  Lord  Coningsby)  in  getting  some  officers  of  the  Army 
(I  suppose  Kirke  and  Laneer)  removed,  who  had  no  mind  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  and  others  put  in  their  places,  more  likely  to 
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effect  it.  That  after  the  taking  Gallaway  the  General  [Ginkell], 
thinking  he  had  done  enough  for  that  year,  resolved  on  a blockade 
of  Limerick,  hut  that  Lord  Coningsby  and  himself  had  persuaded 
him  to  alter  his  measures,  by  turning  the  blockade  intended  into 
a formal  siege,  for  the  carrying  on  of  which,  the  heavy  guns 
being  at  Athlone,  he  took  without  law  seven  hundred  horses,  and 
sent  them  to  draw  the  guns,  and  among  them  six  of  his  own  ; 
that  this  was  surely  an  instance  of  his  fidelity  to  this  Government 
and  kingdom. 

“ His  Lordship  being  withdrawn,  the  several  Members  who 
had  taken  upon  them  the  proof  of  the  Articles  stood  up  succes- 
sively in  their  places,  and  said  that  they  had  with  great  attention 
heard  and  duly  weighed  what  his  Lordship  had  said  in  his  own 
vindication,  notwithstanding  which  they  were  very  sure  they 
should  he  able  fully  to  prove  each  article  against  him,  and  there- 
fore prayed  that  the  House  would  consider  of  fitting  methods  for 
coming  at  j^roof  upon  oath.  This  motion  was  opposed,  and  the 
question  proposed,  that  what  my  Lord  Chancellor  had  said  was 
satisfactory  without  any  proof.  This  begat  a long  debate,  but 
the  number  of  his  friends  being  likely  to  carry  it  in  the  affirma- 
tive, an  addition  was  moved  to  the  question  in  the  following 
words:  Notwithstanding  that  the  members  who  brought  in  the 
Articles  did  aver  that  they  were  able  and  now  ready  to  prove 
every  article. 

“ This  amendment  was  opposed,  hut  about  eleven  at  night, 
insisting  positively  upon  putting  the  question  whether  the 
amendment  offered  should  stand  part  of  the  question,  it  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  negative. 

“ This  we  very  well  foresaw,  hut  have  gained  this  point  by  it, 
that  ’twill  appear  to  all  mankind  in  our  printed  Votes,  that  this 
whole  matter  has  been  carried  by  numbers,  who  refuse  to  hear 
evidence  offered  them,  and  in  the  next  vote  have  declared  that 
what  my  Lord  Chancellor  had  said  is  satisfactory  without  any 
proof.  I shall  not  make  any  remarks  on  this  procedure,  but 
refer  this  to  your  Grace’s  consideration. 

“One  thing  I must  take  notice  of,  that  the  first  rub  laid  in  our 
way  was  the  Lords’  refusing  leave  to  the  Judges.  Their  Lord- 
ships’  most  material  objection  against  it  was,  that  no  person 
could  he  sworn  abroad  to  give  evidence  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
hut  to  that,  we  have  in  our  Journals  precedents  in  point,  besides 
those  of  England  when  my  Lord  C[hief]  Justice  Scroggs 
examined  ; examinations  likewise  taken  in  Fuller’s  case,  and 
that  of  the  Marshal  in  Holhorne ; all  which  were  reportetl,  and 
read  as  evidence  in  the  House  of  Commons.  But  their  Lordships 
adhering  put  us  to  the  finding  out  new  methods,  or  we  must 
have  so  far  broke  with  the  Lords  as  to  have  hindered  the  King’s 
business,  which  we  resolved  carefully  to  avoid,  which  sufficiently 
ajipears  by  our  parting  with  the  right  of  standing  covered  at  a 
conference,  which  the  Commons  of  this  kingdom  have  ever  till 
now  been  in  possession  of,  though  it  is  otherways  in  England. 

“ These  difficulties  brought  over  several  to  my  Lord  Chancellor's 
party,  who  feared  the  ill  consequence  of  a breach  between  the 
Houses,  and  could  not  see  well  how  to  avoid  it,  my  Lord 
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Chancellor’s  friends  having  industriously  spread  it,  and  I really 
believe  ’twas  of  great  use  to  him. 

“ After  the  vote  for  rejecting  the  Articles,  Sir  Joseph  William- 
son, who  has  all  along  stuck  very  close  to  my  Lord  Chancellor, 
moved  that  forasmuch  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  gentlemen 
who  took  upon  themselves  the  proof  of  these  Articles  did  it  with 
design  to  serve  their  country,  not  knowing  what  was  to  be  said  in 
my  Lord  Chancellor’s  behalf  in  mitigation  of  what  might  to 
them  look  like  great  crimes,  that  therefore  they  should  have  the 
thanks  of  the  House  for  what  they  had  done.  This  motion  was 
seconded  by  another  of  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  party,  to  soften,  I 
suppose,  those  whom  they  could  not  but  know  they  had  injured, 
and  who  probably  may  in  another  place  make  their  application, 
hoping  to  meet  with  more  indifferency. 

“ The  gentlemen  concerned  stood  up  one  after  another,  and 
declared  that  what  they  had  done  was  by  instructions  from 
their  country  who  had  sent  them  to  Parliament ; that  it  was  out 
of  a real  sense  of  its  being  a duty  incumbent  upon  them  that 
they  undertook  so  disobliging  a task,  by  which  they  very  well 
foresaw  they  must  necessarily  create  enemies  ; that  their  coun- 
tries had  not  only  approved  of  what  they  had  done,  but  had 
also  returned  them  thanks  (some  of  them  offered  to  show  their 
letters  of  thanks)  ; and  therefore  they  did  not  desire  any  other 
acknowledgments,  nor  could  they  think  it  consisted  with  the 
dignity  of  a House  of  Commons  to  give  them  thanks  for  brmg- 
ing  in  what  the  House  thought  fit  to  reject  without  examina- 
tion. 

“ This  was  warmly  seconded  by  some  of  those  gentlemen’s 
friends,  who  said  that  since  the  Articles  did  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  House,  carry  so  much  weight  in  them  as  to  deserve 
examination,  they  could  not  but  think  it  fitter  to  order  their 
being  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  than  that 
they  should  have  thanks  for  giving  so  much  trouble  to  the  House 
in  a matter  which  they  had  just  before  voted  so  trivial ; but  they 
who  had  thrown  them  out  by  majority  of  voices  had  it  in  their 
power  to  stop  this,  wLich  very  prudently  they  did,  or  something 
of  this  kind  had  certainly  appeared  in  our  votes,  for  it  wanted 
not  seconding,  and  being  pushed  as  far  as  they  could  do  it,  and 
indeed  it  had  looked  all  of  a piece. 

“Besides  the  advantages  my  Lord  Chancellor  had  in  the  House 
of  Commons  by  relations,  dependences,  &c.,  our  Bishops  espoused 
his  cause  heartily,  and  made  it  the  subject  of  several  sermons, 
even  before  my  Lord  Deputy,  and  the  inferior  clergy  failed  not 
following  the  example  of  their  diocesans.  From  the  pulpit,  the 
dangerous  consequence  of  this  matter  got  into  the  coffee-houses, 
and  became  the  subject  of  table  talk,  that  the  Church  was  struck 
at  in  this  great  churchman,  and  that  nobody  could  tell  where 
this  might  end ; and  indeed  I am  humbly  of  opinion,  it  is  not 
easy  to  say  when  it  will ; for  it  is  beyond  controversy  plain,  that 
the  consequence  of  such  proceedings,  when  the  representatives  of 
a whole  kingdom  are  enquiring  into  the  grievances  of  it,  can  end 
in  nothing  but  distraction,  by  discriminating  persons,  and  giving 
broad  hints  from  the  pulpit  of  factions  and  parties,  malicious 
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prosecutions,  and  such  like  stuff;  and  I do  not  think  it  very 
improbahle  that  the  House  may  at  one  time  or  other  take  notice 
of  these  things. 

“ I wish,  for  the  sake  of  a distracted  and  unsettled  country, 
they  may  he  forgot;  for  if  we  must  hear  it,  lying  quiet  under  the 
load  will  be  better  than,  by  struggling,  endanger  the  ruin  of  the 
whole.  Some  have  already  determined  quitting  the  kingdom, 
and  I fear  will  keep  their  words.  My  stake  in  this  unfortunate 
country  is  too  good  not  to  put  me  ujion  using  my  utmost  endea- 
vours in  making  the  best  of  a had  market ; I wish  they  may  he 
anyway  successful. 

“We  have,  after  all,  this  to  say  for  ourselves,  that  the  Bills 
sent  over  will  certainly  be  forty  thousand  pounds  more  than  they 
are  given  for,  and  this  I hope  will  justify  our  being  unalterably 
fixed  to  his  Majesty’s  interest,  however  we  have  been  and  pro- 
bably are  still  represented.  I humbly  hope  your  Grace  will 
please  to  do  us  right  herein,  and  that  you  will  pardon  this  un- 
reasonable trouble.” 

Sheewsbury  to  Sec.  Trumbull. 

1695,  Oct.  30,  Wellheck. — His  Majesty  has  given  directions 
for  two  or  three  companies  of  fOot  to  march  to  Dover.  He  directs 
that  the  Bills  transmitted  from  the  Council  of  Ireland  be  con- 
sidered at  Council,  and  though  the  Poll  Bill  and  others  were  not 
arrived  at  London,  they  will  do  so  before  a Council  can  he  sum- 
moned. He  has  deferred  the  consideration  of  the  East  India 
petition  till  his  return  to  London. 

Copy. 

Shrew'sbury  to  Sec.  Trumbull. 

1695,  Oct.  31,  Welbeck. — Hopes  the  Council  will  despatch  the 
Irish  Bills.  His  Majesty  will  he  at  Oxford  on  Saturday,  the  9th, 
in  the  morning,  in  order  to  get  to  Windsor  the  same  evening.  He 
directs  [reply  to  he  made]  to  the  complaint  of  the  Emperor’s 
envoy  “ that  the  Eoman  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  not  well  used, 
and  that  the  capitulation  is  not  kept  with  them — as  to  the  last, 
the  fact  is  not  so,  and  as  to  the  other,  all  tenderness  and 
indulgence  is  showed  to  them  that  can  a [ny]  ways  consist  with 
his  Majesty’s  interest  and  the  safety  of  his  government.” 

Copy. 

Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Oct.  31,  Whitehall. — The  Lords  mentioned  in  the  letter 
of  the  27th  met  yesterday,  “and  having  called  the  Kecorder  be- 
fore them,  they  did  not  think  fit,  upon  his  report,  to  interpose  for 
any  of  them  for  his  klajesty’s  mercy.  I laid  before  them 
particularly  the  case  of  Morgan  Brown,  with  his  certificates,  who 
was  the  person  recommended  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ; but  the 
evidence  against  him  was  so  strong  that  he  was  not  excepted.” 
Cannot  do  anything  in  the  ratification  of  the  renewal  of  the 
Grand  Alliance,  as  Mr.  Yard  cannot  find  the  original  instrument 
in  his  Grace’s  office. 

R.  Nov.  2. 


252 


Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Nov.  1,  Whitehall. — As  to  the  Bills  from  Ireland, 
yesterday  evening  the  Council  went  through  the  Earl  of 
Athlone’s  Bill,  and  all  the  petitioners  were  heard  against  it ; 
and  the  Council  heard  Mr.  Attorney  General  read  an  abstract 
of  the  heads  of  the  Poll  Bill,  which  are  to  be  considered  on 
Tuesday  next. 

“ I crave  leave  to  trouble  your  Grace  with  some  particulars  and 
requests  relating  to  his  Majesty’s  reception  by  the  University  of 
Oxofi,  which  I thought  it  convenient  to  acquaint  you  with  ; 
namely,  that  they  design  to  meet  the  King  on  horseback,  in  their 
formalities,  as  far  out  of  the  town  as  they  have  ever  gone,  and 
on  the  way  to  Woodstock,  presuming  his  Majesty  will  from  Bur- 
ford  make  his  entry  that  way.  The  Vice-Chancellor  will  make 
his  compliments  where  he  meets  the  King,  and  offer  to  do  it 
upon  his  knee,  as  usual ; but  former  kings,  as  I am  informed, 
have  always  commanded  them  to  rise.  It  is  humlffy  desired  that 
his  Majesty  would  first  go  directly  to  his  own  college,  Christ- 
Church,  and  from  thence  to  the  Schools  and  the  Theatre,  where 
they  pray  he  will  please  to  accept  of  a small  banquet,  which  they 
cannot  be  persuaded  it  is  fit  for  them  to  omit. 

“I  take  the  liberty  at  the  same  time  to  pray  his  Majesty  will 
be  pleased  to  take  in  his  way  my  college,  which  is  All- Souls ; and 
I suppose  the  Bishop  of  Oxon  will  desire  the  same  honour  to 
Magdalen  College,  whereof  he  is  president ; which,  with  what 
other  colleges  the  time  will  permit  to  visit,  I humbly  submit  to 
his  Majesty’s  goodness.  I have  taken  the  best  care  I can  that 
the  speeches  which  will  be  made  to  his  Majesty  shall  be  short, 
by  reason  of  his  haste.” 

Pi.  3rd. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Nov.  2-12,  Turin. — His  Koyal  Highness  has  nominated 
three  commissaries  for  the  matter  of  commerce.  Sends  a copy 
of  the  order  sent  to  all  the  Generals  to  state  in  writing  their 
opinions  with  regard  to  the  next  campaign.  Is  persuaded  that 
there  will  not  be  sufficient  infantry  to  undertake  the  siege  of 
Pigirerol  or  of  Nice.  Some  other  enterprise  on  the  coasts  may 
be  proposed.  Admiral  Piussell  will  be  able  to  suggest  some 
attack  on  the  French  navy.  Kemarks  on  affairs  in  Switzerland. 
His  Royal  Highness  would  readily  consent  that  part  of  the  King’s 
troops  should  pass  the  mountains  and  oppose  the  French.  Has 
to  visit  the  regiment  of  Saconay  at  Aouste,  and  will  go  thence  to 
Vevay  under  pretence  of  seeing  his  relatives  there,  at  the  time 
when  the  deputies  of  the  Protestant  Cantons  are  at  Geneva,  in 
order  to  see  whether  he  can  render  them  any  service. 

An  Irish  physician,  named  Bonn  O’Brien,  who  is  at  Pignerol, 
and  has  served  the  troops  of  King  James  since  they  have  been  in 
France,  asks  for  a passport  to  return  to  Ireland,  and  has  inquired 
of  the  writer  whether  the  King  would  grant  it. 

French.  E.  20  [Nov.] 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Trumbull. 

[16]  95,  Nov.  4,  Broadgate. — “ I have  read  to  his  Majesty  your 
letter  of  the  1st  instant,  who  continues  in  his  resolution  to  pass 
through  Oxford  on  Saturday  morning  in  his  way  from  Burford 
to  Windsor.  Whether  that  be  the  same  road  that  goes  to  Wood- 
stock  I cannot  tell.  His  Majesty  designs  to  go  to  the  Theatre, 
but  desires  to  be  excused  from  calling  at  any  of  the  Colleges  or 
Schools,  since  if  he  sees  one  he  must  see  many  others,  which  will 
take  more  time  than  the  length  of  the  remaining  part  of  his 
journey  will  allow  ; and  the  King,  having  formerly  seen  Oxford, 
does  not  make  this  visit  out  of  curiosity,  but  kindness  to  the 
University,  and  to  gratify  their  desire  of  seeing  him  there.  As 
to  the  ceremonies,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  hut  the  same  will  be 
offered  to  be  paid  his  Majesty  that  has  [have]  been  done  to  any 
of  his  predecessors,  and  that  they  will  meet  with  the  same 
indulgence  from  him  that  has  been  usual.” 

Antofiraph  draft. 


Sec.  Trumbull  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Nov.  5,  Whitehall. — “ The  King  using  to  make  a present, 
as  your  Grace  knows,  to  Count  Oxensterne,  the  beginning  of 
every  year,  Mr.  Piobinson  in  his  last  letter  tells  me  he  has  been 
obliged  not  long  since  to  advance  him  800  crowns  of  it,  and 
wishes  he  had  been  able  to  have  done  more,  because  it  would 
have  been  much  for  his  Majesty’s  service,  the  Count  being  in 
great  want  of  money ; for  which  reason  he  presses  hard  the 
speedy  entire  payment  of  that  gratuity.”  Desires  to  know  out  of 
what  fund  his  Majesty  will  have  it  paid. 

“ If  the  King  would  please  to  visit  his  own  college,  Christ’s- 
Church,  it  would  be  a satisfaction  to  the  University,  and  a great 
condescension  to  my  request  if  he  would  afterwards  look  in  to 
All-Souls,  which  is  just  in  his  way ; but  I must  not  ])ress  this 
too  far. 

“ There  have  been  several  meetings  at  your  Grace’s  office  about 
reforming  the  money,  in  order  to  lay  the  matter  Ijefore  his 
Majesty  at  his  return  ; which  I hope  will  in  some  measure  be 
ready,  that  something  may  be  done  about  it  before  the  Parlia- 
ment ineets. 

“ The  Irish  Bills  were  again  laid  before  the  Council  this  after- 
noon, and  the  Poll  Bill  gone  over,  with  the  continuation  of  the 
Excise  to  1698,  and  some  other  private  Bills  ; which  are  all 
approved,  and  ordered  to  he  engrossed.  The  rest  will  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Thursday.” 

The  Sheriff  of  Pembrooke  being  dead  just  before  the  writ  for 
electing  members  for  that  county  came  to  him,  it  is  necessary 
to  choose  a new  sheriff  to  receive  it.  Was  directed  in  Council  to 
send  a roll  for  the  King  to  prick  a sheriff  for  Pembrooke.  The 
first  person  therein  named.  Sir  Gilbert  Lort,  Bart.,  related  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  is  unfit  to  serve,  being  much  indisposed. 
Sends  the  Ratification  for  his  Majesty’s  signature. 

E.  7th. 
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Capel  to  Sheewsbuey. 

[16] 95,  Nov.  6,  Dublin  Castle. — “As  my  thoughts  are  ever 
here  employed  in  what  may  tend  to  his  Majesty’s  service,  I think 
it  convenient  to  recommend  to  his  Majesty’s  favour,  for  to  be 
made  a Peer,  Sir  Eobert  Callvill,  of  Gilgorme,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim.  His  estate  is  at  present  five  thousand  pounds  a year. 
By  the  marriage  of  his  son,  there  will  come  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  a year  more  ; and  for  money  and  other  personal  estate, 
he  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  the  kingdom. 
He  is  a man  of  good  parts,  sound  judgment,  and  true  to  his 
Majesty’s  interest.  The  noblemen  here  do  desire  there  may 
be  an  addition  to  their  number,  for  that  they  are  (that 
attend  the  House)  generally  less  in  number  than  the  Bishops. 
If  his  Majesty  vouchsafes  this  honour  to  this  gentleman, 
it’s  humbly  submitted  to  his  [consideration]  whether  he  will 
please  to  make  him  a Baron  or  a Viscount ; but  usually  here 
gentlemen  of  much  inferior  a fortune  do  pretend  to  apply  them- 
selves to  [the]  Crown  for  to  [be]  made  Barons.  Of  this  affair 
this  gentleman  knows  nothing;  so  it  is  in  his  Majesty’s  breast  to 
do  as  he  pleases  therein. 

“My  Lord,  I think  it  may  be  convenient  in  this  private  letter 
to  give  you  some  account  of  the  four  gentlemen  mentioned  in  my 
other  letter  to  your  Grace,  that  offer  themselves  to  raise  regi- 
ments for  his  Majesty’s  service.  Sir  Eobert  Adaire’s  greatest 
pretence  is  that  he  married  Sir  Eobert  Calvill’s  daughter,  and  he 
desires  it.  Sir  Nicholas  Atchisson  and  Mr.  .John  St.  George  are 
men  well  qualified,  both  by  their  interest,  estates,  and  zeal  for 
his  Majesty’s  [service] , to  be  so  trusted.  Mr.  Upton  is  the  person 
that  married  my  Lord  Chamberlain’s  sister,  and  so  well  known 
in  England.  He  and  his  father  are  great  Dissenters,  and  the 
son  was  not  to  be  brought  off  insisting  to  the  last  for  the  sole 
right ; otherways  entirely  (this  whole  Sessions)  in  the  interest 
of  his  Majesty  as  to  the  gift  of  money  and  passing  other  good 
Bills,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bill  excepted,  for  which  he  was  zealous, 
but  I think  it  not  a good  Bill  for  this  country.  How  far  his 
Majesty  will  trust  arms  in  the  hands  of  a person  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  who  is  so  unalterable  in  matters  relating  to  Government, 
though  easy  and  free  in  what  relates  to  present  supplies,  is 
humbly  submitted  to  his  Majesty’s  great  wisdom. 

“ Your  Grace  may  possibly  have  expected  that  I should  have 
recommended  Dr.  Ash,  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  to  this  see  of  Limerick ; 
but  really,  my  Lord,  I was  under  apprehensions  of  the  King’s 
displeasure  should  I have  done  it,  for  besides  two  or  three  things 
that  grated  upon  the  Prerogative  in  the  Lords’  House,  or  at  least 
embroiled  them,  this  gentleman  was  not  only  assisting  there,  but 
has  made  it  his  business  too  much  out  of  the  House  (as  well  as 
in  it)  to  promote  the  Bill  of  Eights,  so  zealously  carried  on  by  a 
couple  of  young  Lords. 

“ My  Lord,  these  personal  things  are  very  uneasy  for  me  to 
mention,  and  I have  no  relief  herein,  but  that  I trust  a person 
of  great  prudence  and  honour,  and  who  will  not  apply  anything 
herein  but  to  his  Majesty’s  service.” 

E.  12. 
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Sheewsbuey  to  Seceetaey  [Teumbull]  . 

[16]  95,  Nov.  7,  Burforcl. — His  Majesty  thinks  the  present  to 
Count  Ox[enstiern]  should  be  rather  better  than  formerly.  The 
King  will  not  visit  any  colleges,  but  only  the  Theatre,  so  as  to 
avoid  “ exception.”  The  Bishop  of  Oxford  was  here  yesterday. 
The  Lords  who  have  been  meeting  about  the  coin  are  to  be  at 
AVindsor  next  Sunday  afternoon,  and  the  Secretary  is  to  bring 
the  papers.  The  King  has  named  George  Lloyd  of  Cormyloine, 
Esquire,  to  be  Sheritf  of  Pembroke,  but,  having  never  pricked 
sheriffs  but  in  Council,  is  doubtful  whether  the  forms  allow  it  to 
he  done  elsewhere.  The  Lord  Keeper  and  Mr.  Attorney’s  opinion 
is  to  be  taken.  The  Ratification  and  warrant  for  affixing  the 
Great  Seal  are  returned  signed,  but  delay  has  been  caused  by  their 
being  sent  hither  by  the  common  post. 

Copy. 


Peivy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Nov.  12,  AVhitehall. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop,  Lord 
Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Portland,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Godolphin,  Mr.  Smith, 
Sir  Ste.  Fox. 

“The  fact  relating  to  the  iniposi [ti] on  upon  moseline,  &c.,  in 
the  Irish  Act,  to  be  laid  liefore  his  Majesty,  to  know  whether  he 
will  have  it  considered  by  the  officers  of  the  Custom  or  any  other 
way  ; whether  he  will  hear  the  East  Indian  Company  before  the 
Bill  be  put  under  the  Seal,  or  wdiether  it  shall  pass  without 
further  delay  or  consideration. 

“Doctor  Davenant’s  paper  read.  He  is  of  opinion  it  is  not 
advisable  to  new  coin  the  money. 

“ To  take  more  care  of  the  Trade,  and  with  the  help  of  the 
Legislative  restrain  the  merchants  from  hazarding  their  ships  for 
private  and  exorbitant  gain. 

“ To  have  a Council  of  Trade  established  by  Parliament,  who 
would  have  leisure  to  mind  that  one  business. 

“ Aly  Lord  Keeiier  to  propose  the  scheme  of  calling  in  the 
money ; and  the  heads  of  the  proclamation  to  that  purpose.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Peivy  Council  AIinutes. 

1695,  Nov.  13,  Kensington. — “ Archbishop,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord 
Godolphin,  Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ A Council  to  be  summoned  to  meet  at  Kensington  tomorrow 
at a clock. 

“ The  Commissioners  of  Sick  and  Wounded  to  attend. 

“Mr.  Attorney  to  send  an  account  by  what  time  the  Irish  Bills 
will  be  transcribed  and  ready  to  he  put  under  the  Seal,  and  at  the 
same  time  a short  abstract  of  such  clauses  as  grant  any  duties  in 
that  Act  we  discoursed  on  last  night,  and  if  possible  whilst  the 
Treasury  are  attending  on  the  King  this  afternoon,  who  are 
appointed  to  be  with  his  Majesty  at  four  a clock. 
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“To  speak  to  Mr.  Stone  about  the  manner  the  Commons  have 
taken  in  proposing  heads.” 

In  Shrewslnmnj’ s hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Nov.  14,  Kensington. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Steward, 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Portland,  Lord  Godolphin, 
Mr.  Secretary. 

“I  have  reported  what  Mr.  Stones  {sic)  says  concerning  the 
forms  of  the  Commons  addressing  for  Bills,  which,  with  what  my 
Lord  Keeper  and  Mr.  Secretary  said,  was  satisfactory  to  his 
Majesty. 

“ The  list  of  all  the  Bills  depending  in  Council  was  read,  and 
Mr.  Attorney  to  be  asked  this  afternoon  what  Bills  he  had  under 
his  consideration,  and  several  others  ordered  to  be  considered,  as 
I have  marked  them. 

“ My  Lord  Capel’s  letter  of  the  5th  of  Nov.,  about  proroguing 
or  adjourning  the  Parliament,  was  read ; and  the  King  directs 
me,to  order  my  Lord  Capel  to  adjourn  the  Parliament,  when  the 
Money  Bills  are  over,  to  the  28th  of  March,  ’96. 

“ A petition  from  the  East  India  Company  to  recommend  their 
case  to  the  Parliament  in  general,  which  his  Majesty  agrees  to, 
and  I am  ordered  myself  to  know  what  they  desire. 

“Dean  Smith  to  be  made  Bishop  of  Limerick. 

“ Mr.  Attorney  and  Solicitor  to  be  asked  whether  the  petition 
of  the  East  India  Company  for  buying  their  goods  may  be  granted 
by  law.” 

In  Shreicshury’s  hand. 


[Shrewsbury]  to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

[16] 95,  Nov.  14,  Whitehall. — “I  was  attending  upon  his 
Majesty  in  a long  Progress  when  I received  your  last  letter. 
You  will  easily  believe  that  constructions  have  been  put  upon  the 
actions  of  several  (?)  in  the  past,  and  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  pros  [ecutio]  n against  my  Lord  Chan  [cellor] , according  to 
the  different  opinions  or  interests  of  men.  Eor  my  own  part, 
Avho  have  reason  to  be  convinced  of  your  zeal  for  the  King’s  and 
the  public  good,  I have  always  endeavoured  to  give  yours  and 
your  friends’  proceedings  that  turn  which  in  reality  I think  they 
deserve ; and  I believe  it  has  not  been  without  some  good  effect, 
though  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  the  contrary.  That 
which  I have  been  most  posed  to  excuse  is  some  heats  upon  the 
past  governments,  and  particularly  upon  my  Lord  Bomney,  with 
expressions  as  it  is  rejiorted  hard  upon  his  person.  This  looking 
more  like  passion  and  animosity  than  a desire  to  look  forwards, 
I have  had  the  more  difficulty  to  answer,  and,  if  we  are  not  like 
to  see  you  soon,  should  be  glad  to  receive  something  from  you 
on  this  subject,  and  particularly  whether  any  expressions  of  dis- 
respect were  used  upon  his  person.  You  will  excuse  the  haste 
that  the  present  hurry  of  affairs  occasions.” 

Autograph  draft. 
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Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Nov.  15-25,  Rolle,  in  Switzerland. — Saw  M.  de  Leganes 
at  Turin,  whither  he  had  come  touching  the  next  campaign. 
Told  him  the  conquest  of  Nice  would  be  important,  hut  it  is  more 
difficult  than  that  of  Pignerol.  Swiss  affairs.  The  Cantons  of 
Zurich  and  Berne  are  pleased  with  the  off^er  made  to  them  of  the 
King’s  troops  under  the  writer’s  command.  M.  d’Arseliers,  at 
Geneva,  requires  instructions  as  to  certain  articles,  which  the 
writer  forwards,  and  a warrant  for  his  pension  of  100/.,  which 
must  be  made  to  correspond  with  that  for  a similar  pension 
already  paid  him  by  Lord  Ranelagh  since  the  King’s  accession. 

French.  R.  29  [Nov.]. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Nov.  17,  Dublin  Castle. — “ Since  the  adjournment  of 
the  Parliament  there  has  been  cabballing  {sic)  on  both  sides. 
Those  that  brought  in  the  Articles  against  my  Lord  Chancellor 
are  preparing  fresh  ones,  which,  together  with  those  rejected  the 
last  Sessions,  they  resolve  to  lay  before  the  Parliament  of 
England,  and  to  appoint  managers,  and  make  subscriptions  for 
the  carrying  on  of  this  prosecution  to  the  utmost ; whilst  the 
other  party,  by  great  assemblies  in  public  houses,  and  by 
illuminations  in  taverns  and  great  feastings,  express  an  un- 
becoming joy  in  a matter  wholly  Parliamentary,  and  [which] 
consequently  ought  not  to  appear  out  of  the  walls  of  that 
assembly,  especially  not  with  the  countenance  (or  at  least  con- 
nivance) of  a minister  in  so  great  a station  as  a Chancellor. 
This  being  now  made  known  to  me  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Parliament,  I have  endeavoured,  and  doubt  not  but  I shall  be 
able,  to  prevail  with  them  (though  I find  them  very  refractory) 
to  prevent  their  making  further  application  on  your  side  of  the 
water ; so  that  the  close  of  our  Sessions  (I  am  persuaded)  will  go 
oft’  with  a good  grace  in  reference  to  his  Majesty’s  service  in  this 
kingdom. 

“ I am  credibly  informed  that  Sir  Charles  Porter  intends,  by 
some  of  his  friends,  to  acquaint  his  Majesty  that  the  prosecu- 
tion here  against  him  was  wholly  on  account  of  his  behaviour 
for  supporting  his  Majesty’s  honour  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
Articles  of  Limerick,  and  that  he  will  endeavour  to  fix  the  prose- 
cution on  me,  in  regard  the  Speaker  and  Solicitor,  several  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  both  my  Secretaries  voted  against  him, 
which  he  presumes  they  would  not  have  done,  had  they  not  been 
influenced  l>y  me  ; whereas  I was  surprised  at  the  first  Vote  that 
passed  against  the  several  Governments  (in  which  myself  was 
comprised),  neither  were  the  Articles  carried  on  with  my  privity 
or  consent.  Some  of  those  gentlemen  that  voted  against  him 
have  in  discourse  told  me,  that  in  the  Articles  exhibited  against 
him  there  is  not  the  least  complaint  of  anything  relating  to  the 
Articles  of  Limerick,  or  to  those  formerly  brought  into  the  Plouse 
of  Commons  in  England,  hut  [they]  were  purely  (as  indeed  they 
are)  for  misdemeanours  committed  by  him  in  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor ; and  that  [he]  being  charged  with  these  high  crimes,  they 
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were  willing  to  have  the  matter  brought  to  the  test,  and  this  was 
all  they  desired,  hut  they  were  over  voted,  and  the  Articles 
thrown  out  without  being  admitted  to  be  proved.  As  for  a Bill 
to  he  passed  this  Sessions  for  confirming  the  Articles  of  Limerick, 
I proposed  that  matter  to  the  Council,  who  declared  this  was  not 
a prosier  time  to  prepare  a Bill  for  that  purpose,  and  advised  me 
to  give  your  Grace  an  account  thereof,  which  I did  in  mine  of  the 
28th  of  October,  and  here  enclose  the  minutes  taken  at  the 
Council  for  that  purpose.” 

R.  22.  Enclosure  : — 

Minutes  taken  in  [the  Irish]  Council,  Oct.  11,  1695. 

“His  Excellency  my  Lord  Dei)uty  brought  to  the  Board  a 
letter  from  Mr.  James  Yernon,  Secretary  to  the  Lords  Justices  of 
England,  with  a copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Blathwayte,  signifying 
the  King’s  pleasure  upon  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  letter  to  his 
Majesty  about  the  Articles  of  Lymrick. 

“ Upon  the  debate  (being  put  to  the  vote)  the  majority  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a proper  time  to  prepare  a Bill  for 
that  purpose,  as  also  desired  my  Lord  Deputy  to  return  an 
answer  thereunto  himself,  and  not  from  the  Council.” 

Endorsed : The  advice  of  the  Council  to  my  Lord  Deputy  upon 
the  Articles  of  Lymrick. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Nov.  19,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Archbishop,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Portland, 
Shre  [wsbury] , Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Godolphin. 

“I  reported  what  Sir  John  Fleet  said  about  the  request  of  the 
East  India  Company,  that  the  King  would  recommend  their  case 
to  the  Parliament. 

“ Advice  from  Paris  of  the  14th  Nov.  was  read,  speaking  of  the 
expectation  there  is  in  France  that  the  two  ships  expected  w'ill 
be  taken  by  consent  and  appointment,  as  the  others  have  been. 

^ “ To  speak  to  Sir  John  Fleet,  and  shew-  him  the  above  intelli- 

gence ; expostulate  with  him  their  not  having  told  where  their 
ships  w'ere  expected,  but  rather  told  wrong  ; know’  what  they 
expect  for  the  security  of  these. 

“ To  read  the  letter  from  the  Admiralty  of  the  16th  Nov.  to 
the  Council  on  Thursday  next,  and  the  Admiralty’s  private 
intimation  to  prepare  for  paying  off  the  men,  as  they  propose  in 
their  letter. 

“ A letter  from  the  Council  of  Ireland  to  me  about  the  French 
Protestants’  relief  wars  read,  and  I delivered  it  to  my  Lord 
Godoliihin. 

“ What  expedients  for  stopping  the  dispute  with  Sweden  about 
the  flag  was  debated,  and  Mr.  Secretary  ordered  to  inform  himself 
of  ancient  practice  from  old  seamen ; and  also  of  the  instructions 
how  the  respect  expected  should  be  expressed. 

“My  Lord  Godolj)hin  made  the  report  about  lessening  the 
exportation. 

“ I am  to  speak  to  the  Envoy  of  Genoa  about  lending  money, 
and  speak  home  to  him. 
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“ Write  to  Mr.  Russell  about  offering  the  seamen  one  shilling 
in  the  pound  advaiitage  to  receive  the  money  here  instead  of  the 
Straits. 

“ To  have  an  account  from  the  Admiralty  what  the  Fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean  has  spent  there  in  victuals  and  beverage  since  they 
have  been  there.” 

In  Shrcirshnni's  hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  x\umir.\l  Russell. 

1695,  Nov.  19,  Whitehall. — “ Among  several  proposals  that 
have  been  made  to  the  King  for  lessening  the  exportation  of 
money,  it  has  been  mentioned  that  an  offer  should  be  made  to  the 
seamen  that  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  in  the  Mediterranean,  to 
give  them  twelve  pence  in  the  pound  more  than  their  wages  for 
as  much  of  it  as  they  will  order  to  be  received  here,  which,  besides 
the  supj)orting  of  their  families,  and  avoiding  that  clamour, 
would  in  some  measure  save  the  sending  money  abroad.  However 
specious  this  proposal  seemed  to  his  Majesty,  before  he  would 
take  any  resolution  upon  it,  he  ordered  me  to  know  your  thoughts 
how  far  this  were  practicable  or  convenient.” 

Copif. 


Shrewsbury  to  Capel. 

1695,  Nov.  19,  Whitehall. — “ His  Majesty  commands  me  to 
signify  his  pleasure  to  your  Excellency  that  as  soon  as  the  Bills 
for  Supplies  now  sent  over  shall  be  passed  into  Acts,  you  take 
care  the  two  Houses  be  adjourned  to  the  28th  day  of  March  next ; 
or,  in  case  }'ou  find  any  difficulty  therein,  that  your  Excellency 
then  prorogue  the  Rarliament  to  the  said  day.” 

Copfi. 


Tno.  Brodrick  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Nov.  21,  Dublin. — “ T have  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s 
of  the  14th,  to  which  I will  give  a faithful  and  full  answer,  and 
must  always  in  a most  particular  manner  acknowledge  }’our 
Grace’s  favour  in  giving  me  leave  to  do  so.  My  Lord  Rumny 
(to  my  knowledge)  has  not  been  named  more  than  once  in  our 
House,  and  then  byluyself,  this  being  on  the  occasion  of  our 
general  vote  ; I presume  ’tis  what  is  taken  exception  to.  The 
occasion  of  naming  his  Lordship  and  the  other  Lords  Justices 
(for  they  were  all  named  in  a breath)  was  to  ascertain  the  time 
intended  by  that  vote,  not  the  least  syllable  of  reflection  either 
mentioned  or  intended  at  that  time  on  any  one  of  them.  It  was 
indeed  moved  by  one  wbo  is  a little  warm,  that  the  vote  might 
run  thus — That  the  Irish  had  been  favoured  by  the  late 
Governments.  This  I opposed,  and  moved  that  the  word 
‘ during  ’ might  stand,  for  which  I assigned  this  reason,  that  I 
believed  ’twould  appear  the  favour  they  had  received  was  from 
other  hands  than  the  Governments. 

“This  met  with  neither  opposition  [n]or  debate,  but  was 
immediately  agreed  to,  and  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance 
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carried  nem.  cont.  Nothing  could  be  plainer  by  all  that  had  been 
said  than  that  the  favour  complained  of  and  intended  at  that 
time  was  what  they  received  l-)y  virtue  of  reports  made  for  them 
to  the  King’s  prejudice.  To  put  this  past  dispute,  this  answer 
was  given  to  a member  who  urged  that  the  favour  they  received 
was  by  orders  out  of  England,  viz.,  that  those  orders  were 
grounded  on  reports  from  the  Government ; that  the  Government 
grounded  their  reports  on  reports  made  to  them  by  those  to 
whom  they  referred  the  matters  here ; that  these  were  the  people 
who  I apprehend  were  the  first  authors  of  the  favours  the  Irish 
had  received,  and  that  there  I believed  it  must  and  would 
terminate  ; for  the  truth  of  which  I appealed  to  Mr.  Southwell, 
who  was  then  in  the  House,  and,  having  attended  the  Council 
Board  of  England,  was  able  to  give  an  account  of  this  matter. 

“ This  I am  sure  he  must  remember,  for  he  very  well  knew  that 
his  friend  Sir  Richard  Cox  and  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Eorfeitures  w^ere  directly  levelled  at,  and  not  any  of  the  Govern- 
ments. The  true  state  of  which  I presume  to  lay  before  your 
Grace. 

“The  Irish  on  several  pretences  petitioned  his  Majesty;  their 
petitions,  being  referred  to  the  Government  here,  w^ere  by  it 
referred  to  the  then  Solicitor-General  (Sir  Richard  Leving)  or  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Forfeitures  ; the  law  part,  and  what  was 
reasonable  for  his  Majesty  to  do,  to  the  former  ; the  value  of 
what  was  desired,  to  the  latter  ; from  whom  they  seldom  failed  of 
such  reports  as  I always  thought  more  than  favourable.  Hereby 
very  great  incumbrances  have  been  allowed  without  any 
reason,  and  the  King’s  hands  taken  of  [off  ?]  estates,  which 
no  private  man  would  have  lost  on  such  pretences.  This  I 
thought  very  well  worth  the  inquiry  of  a House  of  Commons  on 
the  King’s  account,  and  this  was  so  understood  by  those  con- 
cerned, who  could  find  no  other  or  better  way  to  cover  their 
faults  than  by  sheltering  themselves  under  the  name  and  char- 
acter of  a great  man.  This  is  no  new  stratagem,  for  in  truth 
’twas  by  this  means  that  the  last  Parliament  was  prorogued  in 
heat,  and  afterwards  dissolved.  I shall  not  now  trouble  your 
Grace  with  that  matter,  but  do  take  upon  me  to  prove  it  beyond 
denial,  whenever  it  shall  be  thought  fit. 

“ I was  then  and  still  am  of  opinion  that  my  Lord  Rumnye’s 
intentions  were  perfectly  just  and  kind  to  the  Protestant  interest 
of  this  kingdom.  However,  he  was  persuaded  by  some  (whom  I 
could  never  entertain  the  same  thoughts  of)  to  do  what  I believe 
was  contrary  to  his  inclination.  If  what  I say  be  now  truth  (and 
this  I have  freely  long  since  told  his  Lordshii?),  can  it  be 
imagined  that  I should  cast  any  personal  reflection  on  him  ? I 
am  sure  I have  done  him  service  without  ever  letting  him  know 
it,  in  al)ating  the  heat  of  some  who  have  not  the  same  thoughts 
of  his  Lordship  that  I have ; and  so  far  I went  herein  as  that 
I rendered  myself  suspected  by  some  of  my  best  friends.  This 
was  private  among  ourselves,  but  upon  the  faith  of  a Christian 
’tis  truth. 

“ I have  always  professed  personal  service  for  my  Lord 
Rumny,  but  if  I proved  false,  had  he  no  friend  in  our  House  to 
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say  that  this  would  be  a reflection  immediately  on  him  ? if  they 
so  understood  it ; but  this  takes  its  rise  from  afterthoughts,  not 
from  any  then  in  the  House ; nor  could  I have  given  myself 
leave  at  that  time  to  have  offered  at  anything  of  this  kind,  had  I 
designed  it  at  another,  for  ’twas  very  plain  nothing  could  con- 
duce more  to  the  King’s  service  and  our  happiness  than  a good 
agreement  among  us  ; for  looking  forward  towards  a settlement 
was  what  every  man’s  thoughts  were  fixed  on  ; and  I dare 
confidently  say,  had  it  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  had  my 
Lord  Chancellor  removed  before  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament, 
there  had  not  been  an  angry  vote,  nay,  I believe  word,  during 
the  whole  session.  To  my  knowledge  some  who  have  appeared 
against  him,  and  whom  he  looks  upon  as  not  the  least  con- 
siderable of  his  enemies,  have  offered  to  join  in  any  application 
that  he  should  think  advisable  to  his  Majesty  for  a pension  for 
the  support  of  his  family,  who  I fear  are  under  ill  circumstances, 
by  which  it  is  plain  we  were  desirous  to  purchase  our  peace,  and 
what  we  apprehended  our  safety,  by  the  softest  and  easiest  means 
possible,  though  at  our  own  cost. 

“ I have  given  your  Grace  a just  and  faithful  account  of  this 
matter ; by  the  truth  of  this  I’ll  stand,  or  be  contented  to  fall  ; 
and  surely  I am  greatly  injured  if  what  I hear  from  my  friends 
out  of  England  gain  any  credit.  I would  not  return  your  Grace’s 
favours  by  palliating  a matter,  or  misinforming  you.  If  what  I 
have  here  said  be  not  strictly  truth.  I’ll  never  venture  to  look 
your  Grace  in  the  face. 

“ Thus  much  having  been  coined  out  of  nothing,  I cannot  but 
believe  much  more  has  been  said  to  my  prejudice  in  a matter  for 
which  there  is  some  grounds,  though  I have  nothing  more  than 
hints  of  it  from  my  friends  in  England.  I most  humbly  beg 
your  Grace’s  pardon  and  patience  in  relating  it,  which  I will  do 
with  truth  and  candour.  Heads  of  a Bill  for  attainting  those  who 
died  in  rebellion  were  thought  necessary  by  the  House  of 
Commons  for  supplying  the  defect  of  the  law  therein,  for  no 
inquisitions  could  be  taken,  and  consequently  the  King  could  not 
be  entituled  to  the  estate.  At  the  end  of  these  heads  was  brought 
in  a saving  for  the  Articles  of  Limerick.  This,  being  entirely 
foreign  and  unnecessary,  occasioned  great  jealousies,  for  none 
but  those  who  died  in  rebellion  were  by  this  bill  to  l)e  attainted, 
and  such  could  not  be  thought  to  be  comprehended  within  the 
Articles.  Hence  arose  a just  suspicion  of  something  more 
intended  than  w'as  expressed,  which  let  us  into  some  disquisition 
of  the  Articles. 

“ This  I spoke  to,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance  give 
your  Grace  an  account  of  what  I said  ; I am  sure  I’ll  do  it  in 
sul)stance. 

“I  told  them  I should  not  enter  into  the  reasonableness  of 
making  those  Articles,  or  the  contrary.  They  were  made,  and 
must,  in  my  opinion,  be  maintained  as  far  as  was  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  our  religion,  and  as  far  as  his  Majesty  was  in 
honour  bound ; which,  howmuchsoever  to  our  prejudice,  I 
thought  no  man  in  the  House  would  say  no  to,  for  that  the  King’s 
honour  (who  had  done  so  much  for  us)  ought  to  be  preserved 
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inviolate.  What  was  then  properly  to  be  considered  fell  under 
two  heads.  First,  how  far  we  could  go  with  safety  to  our  religion 
established  by  law.  Secondly,  how  far  the  King  was  in  honour 
obliged,  for  I declared  I laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  the  legal  part 
of  the  sixth  Article,  being  of  opinion,  that  if  the  King’s  honour 
obliged  him  to  more  than  what  is  now  law,  it  ought  to  he 
supported  by  a new  law. 

“ As  to  the  first  Article,  that  in  my  opinion  can  never  be  con- 
firmed by  Act  of  Parliament  without  settling  Popery  on  the  same 
legal  foundation  that  the  Protestant  religion  now  is  established 
in  this  kingdom.  The  Article  says  that  they  shall  enjoy  the 
exercise  of  their  religion  as  they  did  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second,  or  as  is  consonant  with  the  laws  of  this  realm.  The 
latter  part  they  had  a right  to  without  the  Article,  which  must 
be  supposed  to  grant  something,  and  must  therefore  intend  them 
the  same  freedom  of  their  religion  as  they  enjoyed  in  King 
Charles’s  time.  ’Tis  said  ’twas  then  by  connivance  ; this  is  true  ; 
but  if  this  Article  he  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  it  can  no 
longer  be  called  or  taken  to  he  connivance,  hut  what  before  was 
so,  will  after  it  obtain  the  force  and  have  the  right  of  law ; and 
by  the  last  words  of  the  Article  (viz.,  such  further  security),  ’tis 
plain  this  was  intended  by  them,  for  ‘ further  ’ must  imply  more 
than  they  had  before,  which  is  giving  them  a legal  right,  when 
before  ’twas  matter  of  favour  ; and  in  my  humble  opinion  such  a 
confirmatory  Act  would  repeal  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  and  all  the 
penal  laws  now  in  force  against  Papists. 

“ The  foundation  on  w'hich  the  sixth  Article  stands  is  this : 
that  putting  an  end  to  actions  of  trespass  for  what  was  done 
during  the  war,  would  create  a reconciliation  between  the  Irish 
and  the  English ; and  to  make  the  Article  seem  equitable,  both 
sides  are  to  take  advantage  by  its  being  reciprocal.  If  these 
suggestions  on  which  the  Article  is  grounded  prove  true,  well 
may  the  King  say  he  will  endeavour  to  have  it  ratified  in  Parlia- 
ment, for  ’tis  the  interest  if  so  of  his  people  in  general  to  do  it. 

“ Upon  these  suppositions,  I suppose,  the  Article  was  assented 
to.  As  far  as  these  are  of  force  I think  the  King  obliged  in 
honour,  and  I humbly  hope  no  farther,  for  the  suggestions  are 
laid  down  by  the  Irish  as  the  reasons  and  equity  why  they  demand 
the  Article.  On  this  we’ll  join  issue  with  them.  As  to  The 
reconciliation,  two  hundred  years’  experience  affords  us  too  many 
instances  that  kindness  and  indulgence  will  never  reclaim  the 
Irish.  The  conquerors  can  never  be  safe  against  the  conquered 
but  by  strength.  ’Tis  indeed  the  interest  of  the  Irish  to  be 
indemnified,  and  detain  what  by  rapine  they  now  possess  ; but 
to  say  that  the  English  who  under  pain  of  death  were  not  to  stir 
out  of  their  parish  ; who  durst  not  oppose  the  Irish  plundering  at 
noonday  ; who  never  did  (for  the}'  durst  not)  take  a pennyworth 
from  the  Irish  that  can  be  comprehended  within  the  sense  of 
this  Article — to  say  that  they  shall  be  forgiven,  in  return  whereof 
the  Irish  who  possessed  themselves  of  all  the  English  had,*  is 
monstrously  gross,  andean  never  be  thought  reasonable.  Nobody 
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will  deny  but  the  Irish  took  all  the  English  had.  Now  what  the 
English  took  from  the  Irish  comes  under  two  heads. 

“First,  what  they  took  from  them  as  enemies,  with  their 
sw'ords  in  their  hands  : for  this  no  action  will  lie,  and  therefore 
herein  the  Article  is  of  no  advantage  to  the  English. 

“ Secondly,  what  they  took  from  them  who  were  under  our 
protection  : in  this  case  recoveries  have  been  had  in  all  the  parts 
of  the  kingdom  already  ; not  an  Irishman  thus  injured  who  has 
not  been  countenanced  in  his  suit.  Our  i)rotections  were  to  he 
made  good,  and  this  was  never  thought  within  the  intention  of 
the  Article ; where  then  is  the  advantage  the  English  have  I)y 
this  Article  ? The  word  reciprocal  may  make  it  seem  plausible  to 
strangers,  hut  we  know  ’tis  of  no  advantage  to  us ; we  neither 
want  [n]or  desire  any  advantage  or  indemnity  l)y  it;  we 
renounce  both,  as  what  would  lay  this  blemish  on  us  to  posterity, 
that  we  who  have  always  complained  of  the  outrages  committed 
by  the  Irish  in  former  reI)ellions,  have  in  this  last  been  guilty  of 
the  same  thing,  or  we  should  not  need  a reciprocal  indemnity,  and 
this  confirmecl  l)y  an  Act  of  our  own  framing. 

“ AVere  an  Act  desired  for  indemnifying  the  Irish  against  such 
actions  as  might  be  brought  for  trespasses  committed  in  order  to 
the  carrying  on  their  common  cause,  or  for  such  goods,  Ac.  as 
they  had  seized  by  orders  of  the  late  King,  or  had  applied  to  his 
use,  or  accounted  for  to  him ; this  indeed  (though  law  will  not 
justify  them)  carries  such  a face  of  equity  as  they  may  with  some 
reason  expect  such  an  indemnity  ; and  of  this  nature  it  seems 
most  reasonable  to  think  were  the  actions  designed  to  be  barred 
by  the  Limerick  Articles. 

“But  that  outrages  which  their  own  laws  and  government 
would  have  punished;  that  the  Englishmen’s  goods  and  estates 
which  they  have  converted  to  their  own  use,  and  by  which  they 
have  so  much  enriched  themselves  ; that  these  should  be  thought 
within  the  Articles,  or  the  King  obliged  in  honour  to  maintain 
them  in  this  sense,  is  inconceivaI)le,  and  it  seems  reasonable  to 
think  that  the  qifcuitiun  in  iwhin  cst,  wdiich  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  insert  in  the  confirmation  of  the  Articles 
under  the  liroad  seal,  had  a special  regard  to  actions  of  this  kind. 

“What  must  certainly  put  an  end  at  one  time  or  other  to  these 
disputes,  is  an  Act  of  Parliament.  Let  us  then  consider  how-  far 
the  King’s  honour  is  engaged.  Let  us  put  ourselves  in  their 
cases,  and  give  them  the  full  extent  of  that  equity  we  would 
expect.  No  more  I hope  will  be  demanded.  God  forbid  thus 
much  should  be  denied.  But  this  proviso  is  of  another  nature; 
it  remits  all  without  discrimination,  and  therefore  I am  of  opinion 
it  ought  not  to  stand  a part  of  this  Bill. 

“ I have  truly  given  your  Grace  the  sense  of  what  I said,  as 
briefly  as  I can  (though  too,  too  long  bjr  your  Grace’s  perusal)  ; 
but  I have  very  good  reason  to  believe  that  those  who  have  on 
other  occasions  represented  me  so  falsely,  will  not  stick  at 
omitting  the  constant  care  and  tenderness  which  I expressed 
(whenever  it  could  properly  be  brought  in)  of  his  Alajesty’s 
honour ; which  I did  not  out  of  form,  l)ut  with  real  zeal. 
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I am  very  confident  such  a Bill  might  be  prepared  as  would 
at  the  same  time  effectually  do  it,  and  by  putting  a just  and 
equitable  construction  upon  this  Article  leave  the  English  to 
recover  from  those  who  have  now  great  estates  in  France  the 
produce  of  the  Englishmen’s  goods  which  they  sent  thither. 
This  would  oblige  their  bringing  them  home  to  satisfy  those  they 
have  injured,  and  would  quiet  the  minds' of  the  Protestants  ; for 
’tis  not  (as  has  been  falsely  suggested)  the  poorer  sort  they  would 
fall  upon  out  of  desire  of  revenge,  but  such  as  are  restored  to 
very  good  estates,  or  are  known  to  have  such  in  France.  This 
would  so  settle  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom  as  that  people  would 
again  cheerfully  fall  to  their  business,  and  look  forward ; but  a 
general  Act  for  confirming  the  Article  will  in  my  humble  opinion 
overthrow  all  that  has  hitherto  been  done. 

“ I have  lately  gone  through  a great  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
could  not  but  observe  the  general  sense  the  people  have  of 
the  manner  of  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  acquittal,  which  has  created 
such  heartburnings  as  nothing  but  time  can  allay.  Another 
Session  will  I hojDe  prove  quieter,  before  which  if  something  of 
this  nature  were  thought  on,  by  moderate  and  unbiassed  men,  I 
dare  say  it  might  be  brought  to  a good  issue. 

“ I beg  your  Grace’s  believing  that  what  I say  on  this  subject 
proceeds  from  a just  principle  for  his  Majesty’s  service.  I ever 
was  led  by  inclination  into  his  interest ; my  all  depends  upon 
his  success  and  welfare ; and  therefore  I must  renounce  common 
sense  b}^  declining  my  own  interest  whenever  I act  anything  to 
his  disservice.  I know  the  minds  of  a great  many,  and  am  sure 
we  are  all  in  the  same  bottom. 

“We  hope  that  my  Lord  Deputy  does  us  right  in  representmg 
us  as  subjects  truly  loyal  and  dutiful.  Let  our  actions  be 
impartially  scanned  on  fair  representations,  and  let  us  be  judged 
by  them.  It  was  not  without  great  reluctancy  that  we  did  any- 
thing without  first  consulting  his  Excellency,  hut  the  business  of 
my  Lord  Chancellor  was  too  nice  a thing  to  be  communicated  to 
a chief  Governor ; we  knew  he  would  have  interposed  for 
preventing  it,  and  we  foresaw,  at  least  apprehended,  ruin  thereby. 
I [t]  was  not  choice  hut  necessity  put  us  upon  attacking  him  this 
Session  ; he  had  made  a great  party  by  industry,  and  otherways, 
in  order  to  get  an  Address  of  thanks  to  him  for  his  good  adminis- 
tration, for  which  they  could  never  have  had  such  proofs  as  we 
had  ready  to  every  article  against  him.  We  had  no  other  way 
left  us  to  make  our  grievances  known,  and  do  think  that  such  an 
acquittal  has  laid  no  blemish  on  our  cause.  We  all  have  and 
will  serve  the  King  faithfully,  as  any  subjects  he  has,  and  as 
such  do  humbly  beg  the  continuance  of  your  Grace’s  protection. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  in  charge  from  the  County  of  Cork,  for  which 
I serve,  to  remonstrate  the  dangerous  consequence  of  my  Lord 
Clancartye’s  estate  falling  into  the  hands  of  a Papist,  and  to  offer 
that  the  County  will  for  their  security  become  purchasers  of  it  at 
three  score  thousand  pounds.  I have  told  them  that  I think  this 
an  improper  time,  resolving  to  stop  it  till  I had  first  given  your 
Grace  an  account  of  it.” 

R.  De.  2. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

[16] 95,  Nov.  22,  London. — “I  have  yours  of  the  1st,  8th, 
12th,  and  26th  of  Octoher,  with  one  of  the  2nd  November,  all  o.s., 
to  acknowledge,  which  the  continual  motion  the  King  has  been 
in  during  his  late  Progress,  and  the  hurry  of  business  since  his 
return,  has  hindered  me  doing  sooner,  for  till  this  morning  I 
could  not  have  an  opportunity  to  receive  his  Majesty’s  directions. 

“ As  soon  as  Mr.  Kussell  comes  back  from  the  country,  where 
he  will  not  continue  for  above  a week  to  take  the  air  and  visit  his 
own  house,  his  Majesty  will  discourse  him  and  endeavour  to  he- 
informed  if  anything  can  he  attempted  by  our  Fleet  upon  the 
French  ships  in  the  Med  [iterranean] , or  their  coasts  in  these 
parts. 

“His  Majesty  agrees  what  you  say  about  the  two  regiments 
that  are  not  paid  are  [is]  very  reasonable,  and  recommends  it  to 
you  to  do  the  best  you  can  that  it  he  done,  for  to  imagine  they 
can  be  furnished  from  any  other  fund  is  impossible,  and  the 
King  does  not  think  this  a proper  time  to  propose  a new  capitu- 
lation, since  that  may  draw  on  new  demands. 

“His  Majesty  does  not  only  think  it  reasonable  hut  necessary 
that  those  English  and  Scots  which  are  detained  in  the  Irish 
Regiments  should  be  delivered,  and  desires  you  to  represent  it 
as  such.  Upon  these  two  particulars  I am  directed  to  speak  to 
the  President  de  la  Tour,  which  I will  not  omit  the  first 
occasion. 

“ His  Majesty  has  taken  no  resolution  what  ministers  he  will 
employ  to  the  States  in  Italy  who  have  lately  acknowledged  him, 
but  seems  to  think  it  necessary  that  some  man  of  business  should 
be  sent  to  Genoua.  I doubt  Sir  William  Waller  will  hardly 
obtain  the  post  he  proposes  to  himself. 

“I  believe  you  need  not  trouble  yourself  about  apprehending 
Sir  James  IMontgomery,  for  we  here  take  it  for  certain  that  he 
has  been  dead  many  months  since  in  France. 

“ If  your  Lordship  can  Ining  the  matter  of  the  Commerce  and 
the  clothing  the  troops  to  any  good  end,  you  will  do  a most 
beneficial  service  to  the  public,  for  the  large  exportation  of  our 
money  to  the  troops,  and  for  the  subsidies  abroad,  is  at  present 
the  greatest,  and  I may  almost  say  the  only,  difficulty  we  have  to 
struggle  with. 

“ The  King  positively  refuses  to  give  Doctor  O’Brien  a pass  to 
return  to  Ireland,  and  is  willing  those  sort  of  people  should 
rather  be  anywhere  abroad,  and  thinks  they  can  do  less  harm 
than  in  his  territories. 

“ His  Majesty  ordered  me  to  leave  yonr  Lordship’s  opinion 
upon  what  should  be  undertaken  the  next  year  with  him,  and 
was  pleased  to  say  he  would  answer  that  himself.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Deputy  [Capel]  . 

1695,  Nov.  23,  London. — “ His  Majesty  has  directed  I should 
lay  your  Excellency’s  letter  of  the  16th  before  him,  the  first  time 
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a Committee  of  Council  waits  upon  him,  which  I think  will  be  in 
a day  or  two. 

“I  had  an  opportunity  of  discoursing  his  Majesty  on  that  part 
of  the  contents  of  your  Excellency’s  letter  of  the  17th,  that 
mentions  a design  of  some  of  those  persons  who  have  been 
disappointed  of  success  in  their  prosecution  against  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  to  seek  for  redress  here  this  Session  of  Parliament, 
and  also  of  your  real  endeavours  and  hope  to  prevent  it.  His 
Majesty  commands  me  earnestly  to  recommend  to  your 
Excellency  the  using  your  utmost  care  and  interest  to  hinder 
anything  of  that  nature  being  brought  to  interrupt  and  take  up 
our  time  here.  The  season  is  already  so  far  advanced  tliat  it  is 
much  doubted  the  many  and  weighty  considerations  which  the 
King  has  this  day  recommended  to  them,  and  (dhers  which 
perhaps  will  occur  to  them  as  necessary,  will  take  up  more  time 
than  can  conveniently  he  allowed  for  the  Sessions  ; therefore  I 
find  your  Excellency  can  do  nothing  more  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty  than  to  stop  those  gentlemen’s  applying  tliemselves  here 
for  remedy  against  Sir  Charles  Porter.  The  King  commanded 
me  to  say  these  words  to  you,  that  he  hoped  your  interest  witli 
them  would  prevail,  as  you  seemed  to  hope  it  would ; and  that 
for  those  among  them  that  were  his  servants,  he  thought  he 
might  expect  from  them  that  they  would  encourage  nothing  so 
prejudicial  to  his  service  and  the  common  good  at  this  time. 

“ I do  not  find  the  King  has  any  suspicion  that  impeaching  my 
Lord  Chancellor,  or  any  other  heats  that  have  arose  among  you, 
proceed  from  any  encouragement  has  been  given  to  them  by  your 
Excellency.  I cannot  say  he  has  the  same  opinion  of  some  others 
who  serve  him  in  very  considerable  stations,  and  nothing  will  so 
effectually  reconcile  his  Majesty’s  thoughts  to  them  as  their  pro- 
moting moderation  uijon  this  occasion.” 

Copy. 

CAPEIi  to  Shuewsburv. 

[16]  95,  Nov.  23,  Lublin  Castle. — “ I have  received  your 
Grace’s  of  the  14th  instant,  and  am  confident  it  has  been 
through  youi’  care  that  his  Majesty  has  been  so  fully  satisfied  in 
the  misrepresentation  of  Bills  instead  of  heads  of  Bills  delivered 
to  the  chief  Governor  to  be  laid  before  the  Council,  which  gives 
me  a fresh  opportunity  to  be  sensible  how  happy  we  are  here 
under  your  Grace’s  administration  ; and  I dare  venture  to  assure 
your  Grace  that,  if  I may  but  know  what  is  said  against  me,  it 
will  appear  that  I act  nothing  here  but  for  increase  of  honour  to 
the  Crown,  and  to  set  this  kingdom  upon  a footing  suitable  to 
those  ends  his  Majesty  was  so  graciously  pleased  to  come  over 
for  in  relief  to  these  poor  kingdom’s  {sic). 

“ I am  very  sensible  of  your  favour  in  promoting  the  officers 
I recommended  in  Col.  Coningham’s  Eegiment,  and  most  humbly 
submits  (sic)  to  his  Majesty’s  placing  a Captain  Lieutenant  upon 
on[e]  so  personally  known  to  his  Majesty.” 

[P.S.]  “ Be  pleased  to  remember  Col.  Wolsely’s  affair,  who  is 

your  Grace’s  devoted  servant.” 

R.  2 Lee. 
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Pbivy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Nov.  24,  Kensington. — “ King,  Archbishop,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Shrews  [bury] , Lord  Steward,  Lord  (xodolphin.  Lord 
Chamber  [lain] , Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“I  reported  what  I said  to  Sir  .Tohn  Fleet;  IMr.  Attorney  and 
Solicitor’s  opinion  that  the  East  India  goods  could  not  by  law  he 
pernhtted.to  he  bought ; expostulated  with  him  why  he  told 
wrongs  (-s'/r)  as  to  the  coming  of  the  last  ships  taken  ; he  said  he 
durst  not  trust  the  Admiralty  with  the  secret ; that  nothing  Init 
a squadron  sent  out  to  sea  could  do  them  good  ; that  he  was  well 
satisfied  with  the  care  taken  by  the  Admiralty  of  the  two 
expected. 

“ I told  the  advices  I had  from  Russe[ll'?]  of  seven  ships,  and 
from  Brest  of  three  : the  first  were  gone  out,  the  second  going. 

“ The  letter  from  the  Admiralty  of  the  23rd  Nov.,  with  the 
enclosed  extra [ct],  read. 

“ That  I should  speak  to  the  Admiralty  to  order  the  victuallers 
to  make  an  estimate  as  near  as  they  can  of  what  the  [y]  suppo  [se] 
the  Fleet  may  spend  of  fresh  provisions  and  beverage  in  the 
sp[r]ing  [of]  the  next  year. 

“ ^ly  Lord  Deputy's  letter  of  Nov.  16th,  read.  My  Ijord  ordered 
to  prosecute  those  he  has  full  proof  against ; and  the  time  not 
allowing  an  Act  to  pass  this  meeting,  he  should  advertise  the 
King  of  it  before  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament. 

“ A list  of  Irish  Bills  not  yet  referred  was  read,  and  the  seven 
first  pub  [lie]  Bills  to  he  offered  and  referred  on  Thursday,  and 
the  last  jirivate  Bill. 

“ Capt.  Wickam’s  petition  read,  and  refused. 

“ The  Admiralty  gave  in  a list  of  16  ships  left  l)y  Mr.  Russel 
in  the  Straits,  13  gone  with  Sir  Geo.  Rook,  and  6 going.  They 
pro])ose  21  of  the  Dutch,  which  in  all  will  he  56.  Two  of  the  6, 
being  ready,  are  ordered  to  go  with  the  Dutch  ships  now  coming. 

“ The  Admiralty  say  they  have  satisfied  the  East  India  Com- 
pany in  sending  three  men-of-war  to  cruise  off  Gallway. 

“ The  Admiralty  are  ordered  to  direct  the  victuallers  to  send 
an  estimate,  as  near  as  they  can  guess,  of  what  the  charge  will  he 
the  next  year  in  fresh  provisions  and  beverage,  as  the  Fleet  is  now 
designed  for  the  Straits.” 

In  Sln-rirshnrif’s  hand. 


The  Navy. 

1695,  Nov.  24,  Admiralty  Office. — “ A List  of  his  Majesty’s 
Ships  at  present  in  sea-pay,  besides  those  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  West  Indies,  with  the  conditions  of  those  in  port,  and  the 
present  stations  of  such  of  them  as  are  at  sea.” 

3 pi>. 

Other  similar  lists  dated  1,  15,  18  and  22  Dec.,  1695,  5,  12,  19 
and  26  Jan.,  1695  [-6],  2,  9,  16  and  23  Feh.,  1695  [-6],  1,  8,  15 
and  29  March,  1696,  and  5,  12,  19  and  26  April,  1696. 
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Sheewsbuey  to  Galway. 

1695,  Nov.  29,  Whitehall. — “ Having  received  your  Lordship’s 
letter  of  the  15-25  Nov.  this  morning,  I had  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  his  Majesty’s  commands  immediately  upon  that  part  of 
it  that  relates  to  your  endeavouring  to  incline  the  undertaking 
for  the  next  year  towards  Nice  rather  than  Pignerol.  I find  the 
King  of  opinion  that  the  latter  may  be  of  greater  advantage  to 
the  common  cause,  and  therefore  by  no  means  would  have  you 
oppose  it. 

“ His  Majesty  had  not  leisure  to  answer  Mr.  d’Arselieres’ 
queries  at  this  time.  I shall  take  the  first  occasion  to  know  his 
pleasure  upon  them. 

“The  President  de  la  Tour  has  promised  to  write  this  post 
effectually  about  the  Englishmen  detained  in  the  Irish  regiment ; 
and  for  the  regiments  you  mention  that  have  not  received  their 
winter  quarters,  he  says  he  will  write,  but  I doubt  more  patience 
must  be  had  in  that  matter.” 

Copy. 


The  Navy. 

1695,  Nov.  30,  Navy  Office. — “ An  Estimate  of  the  charge  of  the 
several  services  under-mentioned,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  Kt.  Honble.  the  Commissioners  of  [the]  Admiralty  of 
the  27th  instant.” 

Total : 2,729,752k  7s.  U.  1 p. 


Capel  to  Sheewsbuey. 

[1695,]  Nov.  • — , Dublin  Castle.- — “ Upon  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Stone  yesterday  with  the  Bills,  I received  your  Grace’s  of  the 
19th,  21st  and  23rd,  and  will  observe  the  directions  in  them  all, 
particularly  in  what  relates  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Parliament, 
using  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  interest  to  prevent  the  carry- 
ing the  Articles  against  my  Lord  Chancellor  Porter  to  the 
Parliament  of  England ; and  hitherto  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
but  what  I said  in  my  last  to  your  Grace  upon  that  subject  will 
be  performed. 

“ I hope  I shall  make  the  Sessions  short,  for  all  the  Bills  that 
have  been  transmitted  I have  got  ready  copied  out  before  Mr. 
Stone  ai'rived,  so  that  what  amendments  there  are,  will  be  easily 
supplied  by  adding  a new  sheet. 

“ I am  informed  by  Mrs.  Calvill  (sic)  that  her  father.  Sir  James 
Caldvill  (who  is  a person  here  of  remarkable  merit)  has  had  the 
promise  of  a Regiment  (if  any  were  raised  here)  before  my 
recommendation  of  those  in  my  former  letter.  He  is  a person 
very  capable  to  raise  one,  and  I should  be  unwilling  my 
recommendation  should  take  place  to  the  prejudice  of  so 
meriting  a person,  and  to  whom  his  Majesty  is  already 
engaged.” 

E.  Dec.  6,  95. 
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PunTT  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  1,  Kensington. — “King,  Archl)ishop,  Prince,  Lord 
Keeper,  Lord  Privy  Beal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Bhrewsbury,  Mr. 
Secretary,  Lord  Godolphine. 

“A  letter  from  the  Admiralty,  with  a list  of  what  ships  could 
be  soon  got  ready  ujion  any  necessity,  delivered  to  the  King. 

“]\rr.  Meester’s  memorial  read,  and  I ordered  to  signify  the 
King’s  pleasure  to  the  Admiralty  that  the  money  he  paid,  and 
the  ship  Fortune  to  come  from  Dartmouth  (?)  to  the  River. 

“ The  Lords  to  meet  at  my  ofiice  about  the  Consuls  of  Argeirs, 
Ac. 

“The  estimate  to  be  delivered  to  the  Parliament,  read. 

“I  told  the  Admiralty  the  French  men-of-war  were  gone  or 
going  to  the  West  Indias  ; and  that  the  officers  were  named  for 
the  Fleet  in  France. 

“To  meet  at  my  office  about  the  Consuls  on  Friday,  5 in  the 
evening ; and  then  send  for  the  victuallers,  and  speak  about  the 
stores. 

“I  mentioned  the  address  from  the  Assembly  of  Maryland 
about  stores.” 

In  Shrcicshury's  hand. 

Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  2,  o.s..  Queen,  in  Cadiz  Bay. — . . . “ I do  enclose 
your  Grace  a copy  of  the  result  of  a council  of  flag  officers  relating 
to  the  Turkey  convoy,  which  I thought  reasonable  to  call  for  my 
government  in  a matter  of  so  great  concern  and  consequence,  in 
which  I cannot  but  think  we  run  great  risks  both  in  respect  of 
the  King’s  ships  as  well  as  of  the  commerce ; and  if  this  trade 
would  go  and  come  in  summer,  when  we  are  masters  of  those 
seas,  it  might  be  carried  on  without  danger  to  either.  . . . 

“I  do  enclose  your  Grace  a list  of  the  ships  which  came  with 
me,  those  Mr.  Russell  left,  and  those  that  have  gone  home  out  of 
these  seas  this  last  summer ; and  I am  very  sorry  to  tell  your 
Grace  the  Fleet  in  general  is  sickly.  It  is  supposed  those  ships 
that  came  out  with  me  are  infected  by  the  raw,  undiscijilined 
Regiment  we  took  in  at  Portsmouth  ; and  the  misfortune  is  that 
though  diseases  are  introduced  by  the  worst  men,  yet  ’tis 
observable  that  when  they  are  confirmed,  they  generally  carry 
off  the  best. 

“ Your  Grace  sees  we  are  very  weak  in  number,  and  weaker 
still  in  quality ; so  that  I must  humbly  beg  I may  have  the 
King’s  directions,  or  at  least  an  intimation  from  your  Grace  what 
his  Majesty  does  expect  I shall  do.  . . . Nor  truly  can  I depend 
we  are  secure  from  being  insulted  by  them  where  we  are,  especially 
if  the  late  difference  should  dispose  this  Court  to  an  accommoda- 
tion with  France.  . . . 

“At  my  coming  from  Portsmouth  there  was,  by  my  lord 
Romney’s  direction  to  the  officers  of  the  Ordnance,  210  barrels 
of  powder  shipped  for  a present  for  the  Dey  and  Government  of 
Algier  ; and  though  I have  no  other  order  for  its  disposal,  yet. 
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having  seen  several  advices  from  the  Consul  there,  that  a present 
of  that  kind  is  very  earnestly  expected  by  the  new  Dey  from 
his  Majesty,  I shall  presume  to  send  it  by  Capt.  Clarke  in 
the  Humber,  who  commands  the  ships  going  upon  tliat 
service.  . . . 

“ At  my  arrival  here  Capt.  Toll,  commandant  of  the  Dutch 
ships,  told  me  he  had  orders  to  seize  and  make  prize  of  all 
Algierines,  wheresoever  their  ships  met  them ; as  also  to  visit  all 
Genoa’s  ships  for  French  goods.  Mr.  Russell  can  inform  your 
Grace  what  has  passed  on  this  occasion.  . . . 

“ I do  likewise  humbly  pray  your  Grace  will  signify  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  whether  I may,  as  I have  any  opportunity,  make  over- 
tures of  peace  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  whether  I may 
negotiate  the  redemption  of  slaves  at  Sally  or  any  other  ports  in 
his  dominion.  . . . 

“ Capt.  Coates,  of  Col.  Northcote’s  Regiment,  being  lately  dead, 
the  Colonel  has  desired  me  to  send  the  enclosed  list  to  your 
Grace,  and  prays  the  commissions  may  be  sent  abroad  for  the 
supplying  the  vacancy.” 

R.  30.  Enclosures  ; — 

1.  “At  a Council  of  Flag  Officers  on  board  the  Queen,  the 
21st  November,  1695. 

“Present:  Sir  George  Rooke,  Admiral ; David  Mitchell,  Esq., 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  ; John  Novell,  Esq.,  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  Blue  ; Capt.  Bokenham. 

“ Resolved,  that  the  standing  convoy  for  the  Turkey  ships  do  con- 
sist of  four  men-of-war,  two  for  Smyrna  and  two  tor  Scanderoone; 
and  that  they  be  accompanied  with  a squadron  of  four  or  five 
men-of-war  and  two  fire-ships  as  far  as  Cape  Mattapan,  or 
higher,  as  shall  be  found  advisable  from  the  circumstance  of 
wind  and  weather,  and  intelligence  which  they  may  have  of  the 
station  or  motion  of  the  enemies’  ships ; and  that  the  said 
squadron  be  ordered  in  their  return  to  touch  at  Algiers,  and  cross 
over  to  Allicant,  and  so  come  down  along  the  coast  of  Spain,  un- 
less they  be  advised  the  enemy  has  a stronger  squadron  on  that 
coast.” 

“ Gopii,"  signed  hy  Hooke. 

2.  “ A List  of  Men-of-war  that  have  been  sent  to  England 
from  the  Straits  in  the  year  1695.” 

Also,  “A List  of  his  Majesty’s  Ships  at  Cadiz,  Ac.” 

3.  “ Col.  Northcote’s  List. 

“ Capt.  Benjn.  Buller,  for  the  Company  formerly  commanded 
by  Capt.  George  Coates. 

“Lieut.  Francis  Blynman  to  be  Capt.  Lieut,  to  Col.  Northcott’s 

“ Walter  Elliot,  Lieut.,  to  be  Lieut,  to  Lieut.  Col.  Lutterell,  in 
the  room  of  Lieut.  Blynman. 

“ Daniel  Skibbow  to  be  Ensign  to  Capt.  Blakenay.” 

Copy,  signed  hy  Rooke.  Endorsed : List  of  Officers  for  Col. 
Northcoate’s  Regiment. 

There  is  also  a dujdicate  of  Rooke's  letter  of  2 Dec.,  signed 
by  him.  “ R.  22  Jan.  1695-6.”  With  diqMcates  of  the 

enclosures. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1G05,  Dec.  3,  Wliitehall. — Trusts  lie  lias  arrived  at  Cadiz.  It 
is  reported  in  France  that  they  design  setting  out  their  tleet  at 
Toulon  early  this  spring.  Dutch  and  English  ships  will  he  sent 
to  strengthen  him. 

“ In  return  to  the  affront  [which]  has  been  offered  Mr. 
Schonenberg  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  who  it  seems  has  a character 
from  the  King  as  well  as  from  the  States  of  Holland,  the  Spanish 
Ambassador  here  has  been  forbid  the  Court,  and  told  that  no 
memorial  will  be  received  from  him  till  satisfaction  he  given  in 
the  business  of  Mr.  Schonenberg. 

“ The  enclosed  papers  are  copies  of  three  letters  from  one 
MTiite,  brother  to  Alheville,  to  his  correspondent  in  Holland. 
The  thing  seems  very  chimerical  ; but  he  is  so  earnest  and 
particular  in  these  and  others  he  has  writ  on  the  same  subject 
that  I thought  it  worth  informing  you  of,  it  being  not  difficult 
for  you  to  know  the  truth  of  the  fact ; and  if  there  were  anything 
in  it,  ’twere  to  be  wished  the  advantage*  he  proposes  should  not 
be  disposed  of,  as  he  designs,  to  the  enemies  both  of  England 
and  Spain. 

[P.S.]  “I  have  not  heard  one  word  of  Nickson  since  you 
went.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

1GU5,  Dec.  3,  M'hitehall. — “ I have  received  your  letter  of  the 
21st  Nov.,  and  shall  take  the  best  occasions  I can  lind  to  make 
use  of  the  account  you  give  me  to  the  advantage  of  the  2nil)lic, 
and  your  own  justilication. 

“ There  is  something  ajipears  very  consideralde  in  the  ^lostscript 
of  your  letter,  concerning  the  30,000  which  you  say  the  County 
of  Cork  would  give  for  my  Lord  Clancarty’s  estate.  Before  I 
mention  anything  of  it  to  the  King,  I desire  to  know  whether  it 
he  meant  over  and  above  the  incuml)rances  I understand  are 
u})on  it  to  his  sisters  and  mother,  or  whether  that  (sir)  must  he 
deducted.  I have  often  heard  the  jirejudice  it  would  he  to  have 
that  estate  fall  into  Popish  hand [s],  and  should  willingly  con- 
tribute to  any  just  method  to  prevent  it.” 

Autograph  draft. 


C.i.PEL  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95,  Dec.  4,  Dublin  Castle. — ” Were  it  not  the  close  of  the 
Sessions,  and  that  I had  received  your  letter  of  the  23rd  2>ast,  in 
what  manner  his  Majesty  would  have  the  Sessions  closed,  1 should 
not  give  you  this  constant  troul)le  of  our  2)roceedings  here. 

“ Mr.  Stone  arrived  here  last  Friday,  and  by  having  the  Bills 
already  coiiied  from  the  Rolls,  in  ^la^ier,  Ijefore  the  return  of  the 
transmission,  I am  so  forward  in  the  money  Bills,  namely  the 
Poll  Bill,  and  that  for  an  imiiosition  upon  Tobacco,  &c.,  that 


‘First  written,  “the  riches  he  proposes  to  get.’’ 
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tomorrow  I hope  to  give  the  Koyal  assent  to  them  both  ; and  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  in  few  days  after  I shall  be  able  to 
get  the  Bill  of  Additional  Duty  of  Excise  to  be  also  ready  for  the 
Koyal  assent;  though  I must  acquaint  your  Grace  that  some  few 
creatures  of  my  Lord  of  Ormond’s  (who  always  join  with  my 
Lord  Chancellor’s)  moved  to  have  the  money  Bills  stopped  till 
they  had  an  account  what  was  become  of  the  other  Bills  sent 
over,  and  also  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  delivered  by  both  Houses  to 
my  Lord  Deputy.  But  this  made  as  little  impression  as  Sir  John 
Edgworth’s  motion  some  days  before,  that  the  House  would  be 
pleased  to  pay  my  Lord  of  Ormond’s  debts. 

“ My  Lord,  I doubt  not  but  I shall  still  be  able  to  prevent  any 
agents  here  from  interrupting  his  Majesty’s  affairs  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England,  but  in  the  transaction  of  this  matter  I do 
observe  the  aversion  to  my  Lord  Chancellor  Porter  to  be  great.  The 
King’s  servants  and  officers  of  the  Army  have  been  very  active 
and  zealous  in  preventing  any  meetings  that  might  tend  to  that 
end  ; though  I must  acquaint  your  Grace,  that  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s party  continue  to  have  great  and  frequent  meetings. 

“There  happened  the  other  day  a very  extraordinary  Petition 
to  the  House,  viz.,  that  his  Majesty  might  be  addressed  to  on 
behalf  of  an  Irish  Papist,  who  now  stands  outlawed.  It  was 
brought  in  by  one  Mr.  Caughlan,  the  head  of  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s party,  and  spoke  to  by  Sir  Joseph  Williamson  and  Sir 
John  Meade,  one  a Privy  Councillor,  and  the  other  the  King’s 
counsel  at  law  ; but  the  House  rejected  it. 

“ I account  myself  very  happy  that  by  your  Grace’s  of  the 
23rd  past,  I find  no  marks  of  his  Majesty’s  displeasure  to  me, 
from  the  heats  that  has  [have]  arose  in  the  birsiness  of  my  Lord 
Chancellor.  I do  most  humbly  beg  of  his  Majesty  (and  from 
your  Grace’s  constant  friendship  towards  me,  I hope,  I may 
expect  it)  that  before  any  impression  be  made  to  my  prejudice 
(who  am  in  a station  that  may  cause  me  many  enemies)  I may 
be  heard  either  by  myself  or  friends  ; for  as  there  is  nothing  I 
profess  or  practice  but  what  I hope  tends  to  his  Majesty’s  ser- 
vice, so  their  construction  of  my  actions  can  never  do  me  harm 
whilst  your  Grace  does  friendly  offices  in  my  behalf,  and  gives 
his  Majesty  a true  representation  thereof. 

[P.S.]  “I  hope  there  will  be  care  taken  not  [to?]  revers[e] 
Sir  Patrick  Trant’s  outlawry,  for  here  are  many  charges  laid 
upon  him  by  the  Protestants.” 

Re.  21. 

Tho.  Brodrick  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Dec.  4,  Dublin. — “I  should  not  presume  giving  your 
Grace  the  trouble  of  this,  but  that  when  we  thought  all  private 
matters  would  have  given  way  to  the  dispatch  of  the  money  Bills,  and 
those  other  excellent  laws  which  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  transmit  to  us,  a very  unpleasing  petition  was  brought 
into  our  House  by  Mr.  Coghlau,  and  supported  by  most  of  my 
Lord  Chancellor’s  party  with  great  earnestness  (for  some  left  him). 
The  petition  was  of  one  Gohogan,  who  (as  I am  informed)  has  a 
petition  now  lying  before  his  Majesty.  He  sets  forth  that  being 
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in  protection  he  was  barbarously  used  and  bis  wife  killed  by  some 
of  our  Army,  and  therefore  prayed  the  intercession  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  bis  Majesty's  leave  to  reverse  bis  outlawry,  in  order 
to  be  restored  to  his  forfeited  estate. 

“The  case  ajipeared  thus.  The  officer  who  commanded  the 
party,  and  I believe  used  him  severely  enough,  alleges  that  he 
had  certain  intelligence  of  Gohogan’s  constant  entertaining  the 
llapparees,  and  giving  them  notice  from  time  to  time  of  our  men’s 
marching ; and  that  at  the  time  when  he  fell  upon  him  sixteen 
Rapparees  were  in  his  house.  This  was  not  denied,  but  ’twas 
said  that  he  entertained  them  for  fear,  not  out  of  any  love.  Rut 
we  had  reason  to  believe  to  the  contrary  from  the  information  of 
a member  who  commanded  a party  of  the  militia  quartered  near 
Gohogan’s,  who  assured  us  that  they  w'ere  continually  alarumed 
from  the  village  where  Gohogan  lived. 

“ The  debate  continued  long  with  very  great  warmth,  but  at 
length  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  put  a negative  on  receiving 
the  petition ; it  being  plain  that  (supposing  him  forced  out  of  our 
quarters,  as  was  alleged)  he  was  in  no  worse  condition  as  to  his 
real  estate  than  he  would  have  been  had  he  stayed,  for  those  who 
took  protection  on  his  Majesty’s  Declaration  were  restorable  only 
to  their  personal  estates.  The  mystery  lay  here ; Gohogan  was 
an  instance  given  of  the  Lords  Justices  favouring  the  Irish;  the 
first  pretence  for  their  putting  him  into  possession  of  his  estate, 
which  he  yet  continues,  was,  that  he  pretended  to  be  com- 
prehended in  the  Limerick  Articles ; but  this  appearing 
notoriously  otherways,  he  was  now  to  be  represented  as  an 
object  of  his  Majesty’s  compassion  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  consequently  the  Lords  Justices’  favour  well 
placed.  This  I believe  was  the  design,  but  few  put  so  favourable 
a construction  upon  it,  saying  publicly  that  the  mask  is  taken  off, 
and  the  Irish  more  openly  avowed  by  my  Lord  Chancellor  than 
ever.  A further  delay  in  a cause  long  depending  in  Chancery 
between  Sir  Arthur  Gore  and  my  Lord  Dillon  in  favour  of  the 
latter,  confirms  this  opinion  in  very  many  ; so  that  our  feuds 
and  animosities  are  likelier  to  increase  than  end. 

“ We  yesterday  sent  the  Bill  for  an  additional  duty  on  Tobacco, 
&c.  to  the  Lords,  and  this  day  the  Poll  Bill,  which  was  02)posed 
by  a very  considerable  man  of  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  party,  and 
seconded  by  another  of  them,  and  a motion  [was  made '?]  for 
stopping  it  till  his  Excellency  were  addressed  to  know  what  was 
become  of  the  HaJ>cas  Corpus  Bill  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  This 
I mention  to  your  Grace  l^ecause  malice  itself  cannot  accuse  any 
of  us  of  delaying  the  King’s  supplies.  My  Lord  Athlone’s  Bill 
was  this  day  read  a second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  on  occasion  of  it  an  Address  voted,  praying  that  his  (Majesty 
would  please  to  declare  the  commencement  of  the  w’ar. 

“ The  Lords  have  thrown  out  an  Act  against  excessive  gaming, 
for  that  racing  is  named  in  it,  which  the  Northern  men  conceive 
to  be  a great  discouragement  to  their  l)reeding  horses. 

260.59  s 
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“ The  two  money  Bills,  and  such  others  as  are  ready,  will  I 
presume  have  the  Koyal  Assent  on  Friday.” 

Ee.  21. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  6,  Whitehall. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Lord  Godolphin,  Shrewsbury. 

“That  Sir  George  Eooke  the  first  opportunity  he  has  should 
send  a ship,  and  in  it  either  some  sensible  person,  or  make  use 
of  the  Captain  to  Tripoli  to  enquire  after  the  credit  of  Lodington, 
and  what  the  reality  is  of  the  promise  Mr.  Baker  (?)  has  made  to 
the  Government  of  Trypoly  ; and  also  to  enquire  concerning  the 
credit  of  Cole,  and  if  the  driggerman  has  been  punished,  and 
about  that  whole  fact  of  the  forging  that  letter. 

“ It  will  be  necessary  to  give  Sir  Geo.  Eooke  a state  of  this 
matter. 

“Write  to  forbid  Consul  Cole  to  keep  up  his  tartane. 

“ Whether  the  presents  to  Algiers  and  Tripoly  should  be 
trusted  to  the  Consuls.” 

In  Shreicshury’ s hand. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  7-17,  Turin. — Has  been  informed  by  his  E.H.  of  the 
design  for  attacking  Pignerol,  and  that  Prince  Eugene  would 
meet  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  at  Vienna,  where  measures  would  be 
taken  with  this  object.  Lord  Lexington  will  report  what  is 
settled  at  Vienna.  His  E.H.  has  been  reforming  his  Piedmontese 
regiments,  and  will  not  allow  more  than  five  French  deserters  to 
be  retained  in  each  company.  This  will  affect  not  less  than 
2,000  men.  Hopes  it  will  be  possible  to  prevent  them  from 
returning  to  France.  A man  at  Final,  named  John  Babtiste 
Grosso,  a subject  of  the  King  of  Spain — who  rendered  some  ser- 
vice in  the  debarcation  of  about  300  Swiss,  whom  the  writer 
caused  to  come  from  Catalogue  to  recruit  Saconay’s  regiment — 
asks  for  a patent  from  the  King  to  be  consul  on  this  coast. 

French.  E.  Jan.  5,  1695-6. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  8,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Godolphin,  Shrews- 
bury, Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Eussell,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ The  Lords  to  meet  with  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  con- 
sider of  the  Bill  for  encouragement  of  Seamen. 

“ Write  to  Mr.  Stanhope  to  make  a demand  at  the  Court  of 
Spain,  of  so  much  wine  and  so  much  oil  as  has  been  computed 
in  the  victuallers’  paper  that  the  Fleet  in  the  Straits  may  spend. 

“ Th'e  Admiralty  are  told  that  the  men  must  be  no  more  put  to 
short  allowance. 
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“ I acquainted  the  King  that  sixty  ships  were  careened  at 
Toulon,  and  would  soon  be  ready  to  go  to  sea,  if  they  had  a mind, 
and  can  man  them. 

“Proposals  from  the  Colonels  of  the  ]\rarine  Regiments  were 
delivered  to  the  Admiralty,  to  receive  their  thoughts  upon  them, 

“ Mr.  Stanhope  to  make  a demand  of  the  galleys  (?). 

“ Write  to  Sir  Geo.  Eooke  according  to  the  report  of  the  6th 
Dec.,  but  he  not  to  send  the  present  till  he  has  returned  his 
opinion  upon  the  Consul. 

“ I reported  from  the  Genoa  Envoye  that  the  Commonwealth 
had  no  money,  but  the  banks  and  particular  persons  had,  and 
if  he  knew  the  terms  he  would  do  what  he  could  to  serve  the 
King. 

“ The  King  says  he  will  send  a minister  on  purpose.” 

In  Shrewshuri/’s  hand. 

PiuvY  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  9,  Whitehall. — Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Portland,  Lord  Godolphin,  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ I have  read  the  intelligence  of  this  post  of  the  French  design 
of  coming  out  from  Toulon  ; and  Mr.  Secretary  will  speak  this 
night  to  the  King  to  hasten  the  Dutch  ships. 

“ The  Commission  for  Trade  and  Plantations  was  read  and 
approved.” 

I7i  Shretcshury's  hand. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  10,  Whitehall. — “Archbishop,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  Lord  Godolphin,  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Russell. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  attended. 

“ I acquainted  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  intelligence 
from  France,  that  the  fleet  from  Toulon  will  certainly  be  put  out 
with  all  speed,  and  some  say  that  the  fleet  in  these  seas  are  also 
preparing. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  propose  to  receive  his  Majesty’s 
directions  to  give  out  commissions  and  enter  men  immediately 
for  the  next  year’s  service. 

“ And  that  an  express  be  sent  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  to  acquaint 
him  of  this  intelligence,  and  of  what  may  be  expected  of  Dutch 
ships  to  join  him. 

“ The  Act  for  encouraging  Seamen  was  read.  Their  Lordships, 
not  having  some  of  the  provisoes  before  them,  appointed  another 
meeting,  and  Sir  Ri  [chard]  Onslow  to  be  here  on  Friday,  and 
Mr.  Attorney  to  be  here. 

“ I waited  on  the  King  this  evening,  who  gave  me  directions  to 
send  the  letter  to  the  Admiralty  above  proposed,  but  not  to  write 
to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  till  his  Majesty  heard  more,  and  T had  further 
orders.” 

In  Sltrrirshurii’H  hand. 
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Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Dec.  10,  Dublin  Castle. — “Having  last  Saturday  given 
the  Eoyal  assent  to  twelve  of  the  18  Bills  re-transmitted  and 
brought  by  Mr.  Stone,  and  there  appearing  not  the  least  unquiet 
temj)er  in  the  House,  I am  in  hopes  that  by  the  end  of  next  week 
I may  pass  the  other  money  Bill,  together  with  all  the  rest  of  the 
Bills,  and  so  end  the  Sessions  by  an  adjournment,  pursuant  to 
his  Majesty’s  commands,  to  the  28th  of  March  next. 

“ There  has  happened  in  the  House  of  Lords  a commitment  of 
the  Bishop  of  Waterford  for  some  passages  in  his  protest  against 
a Bill  (thrown  out,  for  the  uniting  of  parishes),  which  the  Lords 
conceived  reflected  upon  the  honour  of  the  House.  It  was  diffi- 
cult for  to  prevail  with  him  to  submit  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House, 
but  the  Lords  have  been  pleased  to  allow  me  so  much  credit  as, 
bearing  with  his  temper  (and  in  respect  to  his  coat),  to  admit 
him  this  day  to  his  place  again  without  going  to  the  Bar  or 
reprimanding  him  in  his  place. 

“ Give  me  leave,  my  Lord,  to  add  some  few  expressions  of  my 
own  to  your  Grace  upon  the  present  conjuncture,  in  reference  to 
the  report  we  have  here,  that  the  majority  of  this  House  of 
Commons  are  truly  disposed  to  support  his  Majesty  and  this 
interest. 

“ I conceive  things  were  never  more  promising  in  order  to  set 
the  King  upon  a right  bottom  since  his  being  upon  the  throne  as 
[than]  now  ; and  therefore  I heartily  wish  (as  I have  ever  done) 
that  since  the  people  have  made  choice  of  such  Members  whose 
principles  suit  with  that  interest  which  can  only  support  his 
Majesty,  we  may  lay  aside  all  such  practices  as  have  hitherto 
been  too  much  put  in  execution,  I mean,  the  ill  characters,  and 
undermining  one  another,  to  the  dishonour  of  ourselves,  and 
prejudice  to  the  public  and  the  King’s  affairs.  This  will  be  a 
part  your  Grace’s  excellent  temper  is  able  to  prevent ; and 
though  I am  a person  of  the  lowest  character  of  those  that 
pretend  to  serve  this  interest,  yet  the  satisfaction  I shall  receive 
by  your  accomplishing  so  great  a thing  will  add  to  the  great 
esteem  I have  for  your  Grace’s  administration  of  afl’airs. 

[P.S.]  “Oblige  me  by  telling  Mr.  Russell  these  my  poor 
apprehensions.  I have  frequently  expressed  the  same  to  him 
before  I came  over,  and  to  Mr.  Wharton,  when  here.  I hope 
your  Grace  remembers  Brigadier  Wolseley.” 

Enclosure 

List  of  twelve  Bills  passed  with  the  Eoyal  assent,  7 Dec.,  1695. 

Tho.  Brodrick  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  10,  Dublin. — “ I have  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s 
of  the  3rd,  and  do  humbly  presume  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that 
out  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  offered  for  the  Earl  of 
Clancarty’s  estate,  all  legal  incumbrances  are  to  be  deducted,  of 
which  I humbly  conceive  there  are  none  other  than  the  mother’s 
dower,  and  what  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  allow 
the  daughters. 
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“ The  mother  is  rightly  entitled  to  dower,  hut  then  she  is 
accountable  to  the  King  for  the  profits  of  the  whole  estate,  which 
she  received  during  the  minority  of  the  now  Earl;  nay,  even  [in] 
the  time  of  the  war  she  received  full  rent. 

“The  daughters  have  no  legal  demand,  nor  is  the  estate 
chargeable  with  any  more  or  other  sum  than  his  Majesty  shall 
please  to  allow.  The  mother’s  portion  was  but  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  which  is  usually  some  guide  in  ascertaining  the  daughters’. 

“Upon  the  whole  matter  I am  humbly  of  opinion  that  with 
prudent  and  just  management  the  estate  will  yield  fifty  thousand 
pounds  over  and  above  the  mother’s  dower,  and  very  good 
portions  for  the  daughters. 

“ The  offer  was  made  by  the  Protestants  of  that  county  with 
regard  to  their  future  security,  more  than  to  any  advantage  in  a 
bargain.  The  dangerous  consequence  of  that  estate’s  falling  into 
Popish  hands  your  Grace  is  sensible  of.  It  has  twice  ruined 
Munster.  The  estate  is  very  much  worsted  (.sic),  and  will  daily 
be  more  so  by  felling  timber,  which  I fear  turns  very  little  to  the 
King’s  profit.’’ 

Re.  21. 


Galw.vy  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  11-24,  Turin. — Two  days  ago  the  Nuncio  had  an 
audience  of  his  R.IL,  whom  he  presented  with  a brief  from 
the  Pope,  exhorting  him  to  peace.  The  Prince  replied  in 
general  terms,  and  will  send  copies  of  it  to  his  Allies. 
The  Pope  has  probably  acted  in  the  same  way  towards  the 
Catholic  princes.  Remarks  on  designs  and  preparations  for  the 
next  campaign  ; the  regiments  of  Comercy  and  Hanover  being 
mentioned.  The  decision  must  come  from  Vienna.  Hopes  Lord 
Lexington  is  fully  informed  of  the  King’s  intentions.  News  from 
Toulon  that  the  French  are  pressing  all  sailors,  as  if  they 
intended  to  make  some  great  armament  in  good  time.  It  is  the 
common  opinion  that  they  will  risk  the  passage  of  the  ships  now 
at  Toulon  into  the  Ocean  before  our  Fleet  can  leave  Cadiz. 
Trusts  Sir  George  Rooke  has  orders  to  act  in  concert  with  him. 
Will  write  to  Rooke  regularly  about  “ our ’’ movements.  Has 
received  Shrewsbury’s  two  letters  of  22  Nov.-2  Dec. 

French.  R.  Jan.  5,  1695-0. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  15,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Mr.  Secretary,  Shrewsbury. 

“The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  are  ordered  to  add  an  account 
what  is  designed  for  the  main  Fleet,  putting  the  Straits  and 
Channel  Fleets  together,  because  there  may  be  occasion  of 
sending  from  one  Fleet  to  the  other. 

“And  also  an  account  of  the  cruisers. 

“ The  King  resolves  to  refer  the  petition  of  Sir  Richard 
Verney,  but  takes  time  to  consider  of  the  form. 


“ Sir  Charles  Hedges  reported  the  prisoners  condemned  at  the 
Marshall- sea  ; only  one  ordered  to  be  pardoned. 

“ The  Commons’  Address  for  calling  in  the  clipped  money  was 
read. 

“ I asked  what  I should  write  to  Sir  Geo.  Kooke,  and  the  King 
told  me  he  would  tell  me  before  Tuesday.” 

In  Shrewsbury' s hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Kooke. 

1695,  Dec.  16,  Whitehall. — Sends  lists  of  the  French  fleet  at 
Toulon,  which  differ.  . . . 

Copy.  Enclosures : — 

1.  Extracts  from  letters  dated  at  Paris  and  Toulon  in  Nov. 
and  Dec.  1695,  with  news  of  naval  preparations  at  Toulon  and 
Brest,  and  a list  of  ships  in  the  former  port. 

2.  Another  list  of  ships  at  Toulon,  with  the  number  of  guns 
in  each. 

3.  Admiral  Bussell’s  list  of  ships  there,  Dec.  1694  (sic),  with 
the  numbers  of  men  and  guns  in  each. 

Sir  G.  Kooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  16-26,  Queen,  at  Cadiz.- — Sends  copies  of  what  he 
wrote  to  the  Government  and  [the]  Consul  of  Algiers.  It  was 
what  was  earnestly  expected,  and  what  the  French  “ some  time 
since  expressed  to  them.” 

K.  Feb.  17.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  Copy  of  a letter  from  Kooke  “ to  the  most  Illustrious  the 
Bashaw,  the  Dey,  and  Dewan  of  the  ancient,  powerful,  and 
famous  City  and  Kingdom  of  Algiers.”  Compliments.  Sends 
them  210  barrels  of  powder  as  a present  from  his  Majesty. 

2.  Copy  of  a letter  from  Kooke  to  Mr.  Kobert  Cole,  Consul  at 
Algiers,  on  the  same  subject.  Asks  whether  it  is  not  “ possible 
to  get  some  intelligible  (sic)  person  at  Algiers  to  take  frequent 
opportunities  of  going  over  to  Mersilles  and  Tolloone,  to  observe 
and  inform  himself  of  the  enemies’  naval  preparations  ” ; also  to 
prevail  with  the  Government  of  Algiers  to  break  with  France, 
&c. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95,  Dec.  17,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  have  received  your 
Grace’s  of  the  30th  past,  as  likewise  that  of  Dec.  3rd. 

“ In  obedience,  my  Lord,  to  his  Majesty’s  commands,  the  tw'O 
Houses  are  adjourned  to  the  28th  of  March  next. 

“ There  was  not  the  least  occasion  to  make  use  of  that  authority 
his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  give  me  of  proroguing  them,  for  the 
King’s  servants  did  their  parts  so  well  that  all  remained  quiet, 
and  the  Sessions  closed  with  this  Address'*  I now  send  your 
Grace  by  Col.  Coningham. 


* Not  found. 
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“ In  one  of  my  last  letters  that  I received  from  England  there 
seems  to  be  a report  as  if  the  two  Mr.  Broderikes  and  Mr. 
Attorney  Eochford  were  to  be  turned  out  from  the  King’s  service, 
which  is  no  little  surprise  to  me,  for  their  credit  is  of  such  value 
here,  from  their  affection  and  abilities  tq  serve  his  Majesty,  that 
I could  neither  have  succeeded  in  the  business  of  the  Bole  Right, 
nor  can  I say  I am  sufficiently  assisted  in  the  Government  with- 
out the  abilities  of  Mr.  Attorney  Eochford  and  Mr.  Solicitor- 
General. 

[P.S.]  “ Mr.  Knox,  that  his  [has?]  employment  in  Col.  Coning- 
ham’s  Regiment,  has  been  lately  presented  to  me  by  men  of  good 
worth  and  firm  Protestant  [s]  as  a person  very  fitting,  and  to  be 
trusted  in  his  Majesty’s  [service],  whenever  he  shall  think  fit.” 

R.  22.  Enclosure  (?)  .• — - 

List  of  the  Bills  passed  with  the  Royal  assent,  14  Dec.,  1695. 
Five  titles  of  Acts. 


G.^lway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  17-27,  Turin. — Will  join  those  who  urge  the  attack 
on  Pignerol,  since  the  King  approves  of  it.  There  is  much  talk 
of  Prince  Eugene  being  sent  into  Plungary,  and  of  some  one  else 
being  appointed  commander  of  the  Emperor’s  troops  here. 
Doubts  if  the  Emperor  has  a man  in  his  service  fit  for  the  post. 
Is  glad  the  King  is  going  to  send  a minister  to  Genoa.  It  is 
alisolutely  necessary  to  have  an  Englishman  there ; he  should  be 
empowered  to  deal  with  the  question  of  commerce  with  this 
country,  and  to  maintain  the  interests  of  our  merchants. 
Thinks  Sir  .James  Montgomery  may  have  himself  circulated  the 
report  of  his  death.  A Scotch  gentleman  declares  positively  that 
he  has  seen  him.  Will  urge  with  moderation  the  dismissal  of 
the  English  and  Scotch  Protestants,  and  the  payment  for  the 
winter-quarters  of  the  two  Regiments. 

French.  E.  Jan.  5,  1695-6. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  21,  Turin. — Sends  a copy  of  the  project  sent  by  his 
Royal  Highness  to  the  Emperor  l)y  the  hands  of  Prince  Eugene. 
The  Duke  of  Savoy  prays  the  King  to  send  him  some  ” bom- 
bardiers et  canoniers.”  Ilis  Royal  Highness  w-ill  dismiss  the 
English  who  are  found  among  his  troops.  Will  send  them  to 
I'Tanders  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits.  Hopes  the  Prince  will 
act  justly  with  regard  to  the  payment  for  the  w'inter-quarters  of 
the  two  Regiments  of  the  King’s  troops.  M.  de  Leganes  has 
been  here  some  days.  M.  le  Conte  Yeiaion  arrived  at  the  same 
time,  returning  from  his  voyage  to  Spain  ; it  would  have  been 
better  if  he  had  never  made  it,  as  it  has  been  of  little  benefit  to 
the  service  of  his  master,  and  he  reports  everything  that  can 
alienate  the  Prince,  not  only  the  had  government  of  that  State, 
and  the  little  hope  there  is  of  his  being  paid  the  subsidies  pro- 
mised him  by  that  Crown,  hut  also  the  sentiments  of  that  Court 
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touching  his  conduct.  He  says  that  the  Marquis  de  los 
Babbases  told  him  that  his  Royal  Highness  keeps  in  his  coffers 
the  money  given  him,  maintaining  no  more  than  6,000  men,  and 
these  only  militia.  The  reply  to  the  Count’s  proposition  that 
the  government  of  the  Milanese  should  be  given  to  his  Royal 
Highness  was,  that  it  might  have  been  entertained  directly  after 
the  battle  of  Stafarde,  but  they  no  longer  had  need  of  him.  The 
Count  states  that  there  is  a large  French  party  in  the  Spanish 
Court,  and  urgent  for  peace.  Demolition  of  Casal,  drc. 

French.  R.  Jan.  13,  ’95-6.  Enclosure:  — 

Project  for  the  siege  of  Pignerol,  showing  the  number  of  troops, 
officers,  eunners,  horses,  &c.,  required,  including  the  following 
“Englishmen”:  1 commander,  2 captains,  2 lieutenants,  24 
“bombistes,”  5 captains  of  “ canonniers,”  and  80  “ canonniers.” 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Royal  Highness  together  will 
furnish  15,000  infantry.  The  former  is  to  he  urged  by  the 
Emperor's  Ambassador  to  give  orders  to  the  commander  of  his 
Fleet  and  that  of  Holland  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  to  del)ark 
part  of  the  infaiitry  on  board  his  vessels  at  Final,  or  at  any 
other  place  which  shall  be  indicated  to  him,  in  order  to  join 
the  Allies’  troops  before  Pignerol. 

French,  3 pp.  folio. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  21,  Turin. — Understands  that  the  King  wishes  him 
to  press  for  the  payment  of  M.  Boit,  formerly  British  consul  at 
Nisse.  Is  afraid  his  representations  will  not  be  attended  to,  as 
he  is  known  to  be  a friend  of  M.  Boit.  Shrewslmry  should  speak 
with  warmth  to  M.  de  la  Tour  on  the  subject.  The  ministers  of 
his  Royal  Highness  admit  that  M.  Boit  lent  his  money  at  a time 
of  great  necessity. 

French.  R.  23  Jan.  95 [-6]. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695,  Dec.  22,  Kensington. — “King,  Archbishop,  Prince, 
Shrew’s  [bury] , Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Portland,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Lord  Cliamb  [erlain] , Lord  Godolphine,  Mr.  Secretary,  Mr. 
Russel. 

“ Lord  Paget’s  letter  of  the  12th  Sept,  and  2nd  October  was 
read,  and  I am  to  write  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  to  send  some  shijis 
towards  the  port,  w'hen  he  shall  be  satisfied  the  Toulon  fleet  will 
not  come  out. 

“ Mr.  Meester’s  letter  and  memorial  must  be  sent  to  the 
Treasury,  to  decide  which  ought  to  defray  the  charge,  the  Navy 
or  Ordnance  Board. 

“ Mr.  Attorney  to  have  notice  that  he  will  receive  a draft  of  a 
proclamation  from  the  Admiralty,  which  must  be  offered  the 
next  Council. 

“ Sir  Charles  Hedges  reports  the  case  of  several  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  Marshalsea. 
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“Mr.  Blaithwa [yt]  to  have  notice  to  pre2)are  a Bill  for  the 
Lords’  House,  to  be  offered  the  King  next  Sunday,  with  the 
number  of  men  in  it.” 

In  Shrcushuri/'s  ]iand. 

Letter  from  Baris. 

[1695,  Dec.  22-]  1696,  Jan.  [1],  Baris. — “Extrait  d’une  lettre 
ecrite  de  Baris  dans  le  commencement  de  Janvier  1696. 

“ Que  Ton  se  tienne  sur  ses  gardes  en  Angleterre,  car  la  France 
trame  une  grande  entreprise  sur  ce  Boyaume.  La  Flotte  doit 
tenter  a tout  prix  le  2'>assage  du  Detroit  sur  la  lin  de  ce  mois,  et 
par  le  premier  temps  le  Boy  Jacques  la  doit  monter  avec  quantite 
de  troupes  et  ahorder,  veu  ses  diligences  dont  il  se  ffatte  plus  que 
jamais ; et  de  tons  les  Seigneurs  Anglois  qui  etoyent  avec  luy  en 
France  la  plupart  est  partie  pour  I’Angleterre,  sous  pretexte  d’ 
obeir  au  dernier  Barlement ; mais  le  veritable  sujet  est  de  les 
fomenter  davantage,  et  preparer  toutes  choses  pour  une  heureuse 
receiffion.  L^n  a desarme  les  dix  vaissaux  de  Canada,  et  fait 
mander  les  mariniers  a Toulon,  ou  66  vaissaux  etoyent  deja  tout 
prets.  Enfin,  les  dispositions  meritent  que  Ton  s’y  jirepare 
aussi,  et  je  vous  prie  de  menager  ce  que  je  vous  dis,  me  Tayant 
ete  secretement  communique,  et  que  les  deux  Boys  ont  ete  pour 
cela  en  longue  conference  ensemble.” 

Enclosed  in  Galu-ny's  letter  of  4-14  Endorsed:  Extract 

of  a letter  from  Baris  of  the  1st  January,  1696. 

Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Deputy  [Capel]  . 

1695,  Dec.  24,  Whitehall. — “ Having  acquainted  his  Majesty 
with  the  contents  of  several  of  your  Excellency’s  letters  which 
came  many  together  the  21st  and  22nd  of  this  month,  I find  the 
King  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  your  Excellency’s  behaviour  in 
this  whole  Session,  and  not  so  displeased  with  those  gentlemen 
you  mention  as  to  give  any  ground,  that  1 can  perceive, 
for  what  you  apprehend.  He  is  mighty  desirous,  if  it  were 
possible,  that  the  differences  concerning  my  Lord  Chancellor 
might  be  reconciled,  and  thinks  it  would  l)e  an  ill  precedent  to  he 
obliged  to  remove  a man  upon  the  dislike  of  a party  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  when  what  his  enemies  would  charge  him  with 
appears  to  his  IMajesty  of  no  great  weight.  Upon  these 
considerations  he  commanded  me  to  use  my  small  interest  to 
incline  you  to  be  assisting  in  it.”  . . . 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

[16] 95,  Dec.  24,  Whitehall. — “I  have  received  your  letters 
of  the  4th  and  the  10th.  The  design  of  Gohogan’s  petition 
appears  very  odd,  and  the  consequences  well  stopped  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  I do  not  find  but  the  King  is  extremely 
satisfied  with  the  conclusion  of  the  Sessions,  and  only  wishes 
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that  the  heats  and  animosities  about  my  Lord  Chancellor  were 
not  so  great,  or  at  least  that  they  might  be  reconciled  or 
moderated. 

“I  think  his  Majesty  relishes  very  well  what  you  propose 
about  my  Lord  Clancarty’s  estate,  and  is  abundantly  convinced 
much  more  is  offered  than  ever  he  shall  make  of  it,  in  the 
method  it  is  in.  He  told  me  he  would  speak  to  me  again  of  it, 
and  in  the  mean  time  bid  me  write  something  that  might  not 
discourage  you.  I tell  you  just  the  truth,  which  is  what  you 
shall  always  have  from,”  &c. 

Autograph  draft. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  25,  Dublin  Castle. — “Your  Grace’s  of  the  10th 
instant  came  safe  to  me  the  last  post,  upon  which  I immediately 
ordered  the  collectors  to  keep  what  money  was  in  their  hands, 
and  have  likewise  appointed  that  the  tenants  do  signify  what 
moneys  they  are  liable  to  pay  ; but  I am  in  great  want  of  an 
agent  to  attend  me  in  this  affair  of  my  Lord  Bellieu’s.  So  soon 
as  any  comes  to  me,  I will  take  what  care  I can  to  do  the  utmost 
that  lies  in  my  power.” 

Ee.  Jan.  2nd,  169f. 


Letter  from  Genoa. 

[1695,  Dec.  27-]  1696,  Jan.  6,  n.s.,  Genoa. — An  English  cap- 
tain has  arrived  here  from  Thoulon.  The  French  are  diligently 
fitting  their  fleet,  to  leave  for  West  France  speedily,  &c. 

“ The  poor  English  seamen  here,  being  above  twenty  in 
number,  have  been  most  inhumanly  treated  by  the  French, 
having  being  kept  by  them  above  two  months  on  board  their 
man-of-war  whilst  they  were  cruising,  hardly  allowing  them  any 
subsistence  ; and  although,  when  the  said  ship  was  at  Leghorne, 
the  English  consul  made  instance  for  their  releasement,  together 
with  their  commander,  it  was  denied,  notwithstanding  the 
capitulations  reciprocally  agreed  on.  At  their  arrival  at  Thoulon, 
they  were  not  permitted  the  least  stay  in  the  town  to  refresh 
themselves,  &c.” 

Enclosed  in  Galway's  letter  of  4M4  Jan. 

Sir  G.  Kooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695,  Dec.  30,  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — “I  have  received  your 
Grace’s  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  with  some  papers  enclosed 
relating  to  wrecks  on  this  coast,  of  which  I have  particularly 
informed  myself,  and  herewith  enclose  your  Grace  a copy  of  the 
account ; and  in  my  poor  opinion,  whoever  the  undertakers  are, 
the  advantage  of  their  work  will  not  answer  the  expense  of  it ; for 
as  many  of  these  wrecks  as  are  to  be  come  at,  have  been  drained 
already,  and  those  that  lay  in  sand,  especially  if  it  be  anything 
loose,  must  he  buried  in  the  ground  as  well  as  under  water ; for 
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we  have  the  experience  of  that  in  England,  as  the  Windsor  Castle, 
who  was  lost  on  the  Goodwyn  Sand — her  whole  fabric  was  in  four 
days’  time  sucked  in  and  buried  ; and  the  wreck  from  which  the 
great  treasure  was  taken  in  the  West  Indias  lay  upon  rocks, 
where  the  water  was  generally  still  and  very  transparent,  which 
it  seldom  or  never  is  here.” 

Will  be  glad  to  see  the  promised  ships  arrive.  “ I hope  the 
enemy  cannot  hurt  us  without  this  Court  comes  to  an  accommoda- 
tion with  them.  . . . Nor  am  I at  all  apprehensive  of  these 
people  without  the  assistance  and  joined  force  of  the  French  ; for 
God  knows  we  have  their  miserable  armada  entirely  at  our  mercy ; 
I am  sure  I can  burn  them  when  I please  with  two  long 
boats.”  . . . 

R.  17  Jan.  95.  Enclosure  : — 


[Report  on  Wrecks  in  Cadiz  Bay.] 

“In  obedience  to  your  desire  I have  made  the  best  inquiry  I 
can  about  what  ships  from  the  West  Indies  and  other  Spanish 
ships  have  been  lost  near  this  place,  and  what  I have  learned 
thereabout  is  as  follows. 

“In  Cromwell’s  wars  with  Spain,  in  the  destruction  that 
General  Blake  made  of  the  Spanish  West  India  ships,  he  burnt  two 
galleons,  merchantmen,  to  the  S.W.  of  this  city ; the  one  about 
a league  and  a half  from  the  town  called  the  Calderon  . . . ; 
the  other  galleon  called  the  Catalina  lies  about  two  leagues  from 
the  town,  in  a place  called  the  Anegadas,  in  four-fathom  water 
and  sandy  ground.”  . . . 

Similar  particulars  as  to  other  ships  lost  on  several  occasions. 
(They  appear  to  have  contained  considerable  riches,  which  were 
to  be  recovered.) 

Endorsed : About  the  Spanish  wrecks  in  Cadiz  Bay. 

There  is  also  a dnpUcate  of  this  enclosure. 


Capel  to  Sheewsbury. 

16  [95] , Dec.  31,  Dublin  Castle. — “ I understand  by  Sir  Francis 
Brewster  that  he  has  humbly  offered  to  your  Grace  a petition, 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  lay  once  before  his  Majesty,  but 
had  not  then  time  to  give  any  answer  to  it,  and  that  my  appear- 
ing in  his  behalf  might  be  of  some  use  to  him.  I am  indeed 
obliged  to  comply  with  him  in  his  request,  for  though  my 
acquaintance  with  Sir  Francis  Brewster  has  only  been  since  his 
Majesty’s  first  intentions  were  to  send  me  hither,  yet  the  trust  I 
have  reposed  in  him  by  [of  ?]  disposing  the  minds  of  men  to  an 
effectual  success  in  Parliament  in  his  Majesty’s  aft'airs  has  been 
so  prudently  and  zealously  performed  by  him,  that  I am  obliged 
to  serve  him  in  what  lies  in  my  power;  and  therefore,  if  his 
Majesty  will  please  to  grant  a reference  to  me  upon  his  petition, 
I will  endeavour  to  make  such  report  thereupon  as  may  answer 
his  merits,  and  be  consistent  with  his  Majesty’s  service. 
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“ I cannot  omit  to  add  one  thing  more.  This  gentleman  was 
of  great  use  to  me  when  heats  arose  in  that  personal  matter  that 
has  made  such  a noise,  and  was  the  principal  person  I depended 
upon  in  giving  me  calculations  that  were  the  most  likely  to  prove 
true  upon  the  funds  of  money  granted  to  his  Majesty  by  the 
Parliament.” 

K.  Jan.  19,  9f. 

“A  Copy  of  Mr.  Eussell’s  Account.” 

1695. — Eeceived  contingent  money  imprest  for  the  service 
of  the  Fleet,  for  the  years  1691  and  1692  - - 5,000h 

Eeceived  same,  for  1694  . . . . . 5,000k 

Among  the  payments  : — 

1692.  To  an  apothecary  for  drugs  and  medicaments  for  the 

sea  for  my  use,  wuth  some  instruments  - - - 66/. 

To  money  paid  Capt.  Bembo  for  canvas  to  make  pudding  hags 
for  the  Britannia’s  company  - - - - 4/.  is.  6d. 

To  several  commanders  for  regulating  the  press  at  London, 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  tire  26th  of  April,  at  51.  per 
man  ----------  160k 

To  money  paid  for  the  use  of  several  houses  at  Brixom 
[Brixham]  to  lodge  sick  men  in  - - - - 9k  12s. 

To  several  French  Eefuge[e]  Captains,  by  the  King’s 
order  ---------  400/. 

To  several  officers  and  seamen  for  their  pains  in  getting  the 
Eoyall  Cake  off  the  rocks  at  Plymouth,  and  helping  the  other 
ships  of  war  that  were  then  in  danger  - - - - 56/. 

To  several  Garnzy  pilots  sent  on  hoard  by  order  of  the  Lord 
Nottingham,  Secretary  of  State,  at  12/.  per  man  - - 216/. 

To  my  Dutch  secretary  and  interpreter  for  one  year’s 
salary - 300/. 

To  Mr.  Burchett  [my  secretary]  for  one  year’s  salary  - 500/. 

1693.  To  several  commanders  of  fireships,  as  also  to  officers 
and  seamen,  for  the  service  at  le  Houge  and  Chergbrooke  - 1,500/. 

1694.  To  money  given  and  presents  made  to  the  Vice- 

King  of  Catalonia,  and  to  the  Civil  Government  and  their 
servants 196/. 

To  49  deserters  (of  the  King’s  subjects)  from  the  French 
army  ----------  30/. 

To  charges  upon  the  account  of  my  sickness  on  shore  - 300/. 

To  my  Spanish  and  Italian  secretaries*  - - - 300/. 

To  money  paid  eight  pilots  for  the  coast  of  Catalonia  and 
Provence,  being  two  months  on  board,  at  25/.  per  man  - 200/. 

1695.  To  money  gave  [given]  to  persons  on  the  Island  of 

Sardin[i]a,  during  the  Fleet’s  watering  there,  for  damage  done 
them  by  seamen  and  soldiers 120/. 

To  several  services  performed  by  an  English  merchant  during 
the  time  his  Majesty’s  Fleet  was  in  the  Straits — given  him  a 
small  prize  ship  valued  at  600/.  -----  600/. 

7 pp. 


*“  Secretary  ” in  the  following  year 
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America. 

[1695,]  , 7 Will.  TIL — Eoyal  Commission  to 

“ A.  B.  C.  D.  E.  F.  G.,”  beginning:  “Whereas  our  Plantations 
in  America  have  greatly  advanced  the  navigation,  revenue,  and 
trade  of  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  upon  which  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  it  chiefly  depends  . . . we  have  resolved  to 
establish  a fixed  and  more  regular  method  for  the  better 
inspection  and  improvement  thereof.”  The  said  persons  are 
therefore  appointed  “Commissioners  of  all  our  Plantations  in 
America,  during  our  royal  pleasure,”  with  certain  powers.  They 
are  to  meet  once  in  every  week  or  oftener  in  the  Palace  of 
Whitehall. 

I>ra/t,  2 pp. 

Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Deputy  [Capel]. 

1695-6,  Jan.  2,  London. — “ I received  yours  of  the  23rd  Dec. 
with  the  enclosed  pa^iers  relating  to  a dispute  hetween  your 
Excellency  and  my  Lord  Chancellor  about  admitting  Mr.  Neave 
and  Mr.  Ormesby,  the  one  to  he  second  Sergeant,  the  other  to  he 
of  the  King’s  Counsel,  as  also  a former  letter  from  your 
Excellency  upon  the  same  subject.  Upon  the  receipt  of  that 
first  letter  I endeavoured  to  discourse  his  Majesty,  hut  found  him 
then  unwilling,  having  not  received  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  letter, 
which  he  thought  reasonable  to  see  before  he  took  any  resolution. 
Since  that  time  I have  been  indisposed  with  a fit  of  the  gravel,  so 
that  till  this  evening  I have  had  no  opportunity  of  waiting  upon 
his  Majesty  ; lint  tonight  he  commanded  me  to  assure  you  that 
he  would  maintain  your  Excellency  in  those  rights  that  belong  to 
your  employment,  being  very  well  satisfied  with  your  service  in 
the  station  you  are  in ; hut  his  Majesty  said  he  must  take  some 
farther  time  to  consider  of  the  particulars  before  he  came  to  such 
a resolution  as  to  give  any  direction  positively  in  it.  . . . 

“ This  morning  1 received  your  Excellency’s  of  the  27th  of 
December,  and,  giving  you  many  thanks  for  your  kindness  to  my 
Lord  Bellew,  remain,”  &c. 

Copy. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Jan.  4-14,  Turin. — Sends  him  a copy  of  a letter  from 
Genoa,  and  another  copy  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  to  he  forwarded  to  Sir 
George  Book.  Has  given  orders  to  the  writer  of  that  letter  to 
send  a man  express  to  Toulon,  to  learn  more  i>recisely  what  the 
French  are  doing.  Does  not  believe  they  can  despatch  this  fleet 
from  Toulon  without  sailors  from  the  west.  Yesterday  we  had 
a long  conference  with  the  commissaries  named  by  his  Boyal 
Highness  for  the  establishment  of  commerce.  One  of  them,  the 
General  of  the  Finances,  is  opposed  to  it.  His  Boyal  Highness 
thinks  the  French  party  is  dominant  in  Spain,  but  does  not  seem 
to  be  annoyed  thereat;  and  the  Marquis  de  St.  Thomas  looks  upon 
Spain  as  a mad  patient,  who  must  not  be  deserted.  Has  received 
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from  the  Marquis  copies  of  the  Pope’s  brief  in  favour  of  peace, 
and  the  Prince’s  reply.  Sends  a copy  of  a letter  from  Paris. 
Trusts  Admiral  Rook  has  orders  to  follow  up  the  French  if 
they  pass  the  Strait. 

French.  E.  30  [Jan.]  95.  Partly  jirintedhy  Coxe. 

Enclosures : see  Dec.  22  and  27. 

Pkivy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Jan.  5,  Kensington. — “ King,  Archbishop,  Lord  Keeper, 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Grodolphin, 
Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“I  am  ordered  to  write  to  the  Mayor  of  Coventry  about  the 
townsmen’s  rescuing  the  trooper. 

“ Sir  Geo.  Eooke’s  letter  was  read. 

“ His  Majesty  is  sorry  the  Turkey  convoy  are  sent,  and  if  there 
w6re  time  to  recall  it,  his  Majesty  would  do  it,  but  he  hopes  the 
intelligence  he  will  receive  of  the  French  coming  out  will  stop  his 
sending  out  the  convoy.  T [o]  enlarge  upon  the  intelligence, 
and  the  diversity  we  receive  from  several  parts,  and  doubt 
whether  the  French  are  as  strong  as  mentioned  in  my  former 
letter ; but  if  the  French  shall  endeavour  to  pass  with  such  a 
strength  as  he  thinks  superior  to  his,  that  he  calls  a council  of 
war,  and  acts  according  to  their  opinion ; and  if  {sic)  in  case  they 
shall  think  it  not  advisable  to  engage  the  enemy,  that  then  he 
endeavour  to  follow  them,  and  to  return  home  with  the  whole 
Fleet. 

“ That  the  King  hoped  the  Fleet  might  be  ready  sooner  than 
the  beginning  of  March,  but  recommends  to  him  to  be  ready  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  that  he  will  clean  his  shijis  with  regard  to 
the  accounts  he  will  receive  of  the  French  preparations. 

“ Sir  Geo.  Rooke  to  correspond  with  Lord  Gallway.  That  he 
should  be  always  upon  the  watch,  unless  his  intelligence  secures 
him  that  they  will  not  come  out. 

“ That  he  may  visit  the  Genoese  ships  for  French  goods  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  Majesty  has  given  orders  to  the  Hutch  to  do. 

“ About  Capt.  Tolls  he  will  hear  by  the  next  post. 

“ That  against  the  next  post  he  shall  have  power  under  the 
Great  Seal  to  treat  peace  ; and  for  redemption  of  slaves  he  has 
now  a power  sent  him.  Thus  far  the  letter  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke. 

“ In  the  letter  that  I writ  by  the*  squadron  that  goes  from 
Portsmouth,  and  that  carries  the  instructions  of  the  Dec.  (?)  of 
the  5th  Dec.,  that  the  King  hopes,  if  he  receives  these  instruc- 
tions, and  the  reinforcement  he  will  have  by  this  squadron,  that 
he  will  not  need  several  of  those  cautions  in  my  other  letter,  but 
will  be  strong  enough  to  stop  the  French. 

“ One  first-rate  and  five  third-rates  will  be  ready  to  go  (the 
Admiralty  say)  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  in  five  or  six  days. 

“ The  King  says  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  advice-boat  that 
lies  for  orders  ; so  she  is  directed  to  be  sent  to  look  in  towards 
Brest. 


* “ Dutch  ” smudged  out. 
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“ The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  and  the 
Merchants’  answer,  delivered  to  Mr.  Russell,  and  the  Admiralty 
ordered  to  report  upon  it  next  Council  day.” 

In  Shrewshunfs  hand.  On  a separate  paper,  in  another  hand : — 
Victory,  Defiance,  Barwick,  Devonshire,  Dreadnought,  Mary. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695-6,  Jan.  6,  London. — “ I have  received  your  letter  of  Dec. 
the  2nd,  and  at  a Committee  of  the  Council  laid  it  before  his 
Majesty,  who  commands  me  to  tell  you  that  he  is  much  concerned 
to  hear  that  you  have  resolved  at  this  time  to  send  away  the 
Turkey  Fleet,  and  to  weaken  your  strength  hy  detaching  eight  or 
nine  men-of-war,  four  as  convoy  throughout  the  whole  voyage, 
and  the  rest  to  accompany  them  to  the  Cape  Mattapan ; that  if 
he  did  not  conclude  it  were  now  too  late,  he  would  send  you  orders 
not  to  divide  your  force,  or  to  recall  any  [it]  might  he  yet  in 
your  power  to  stop  ; hut  he  is  still  in  hopes  the  intelligence  you 
will  have  received  of  the  preparations  the  French  make  at  Toulon 
to  endeavour  to  pass  the  Straits,  may  put  a stop  to  what  you 
intended  when  you  writ  your  last  letter.”  If  it  he  too  hazardous 
to  stop  the  enemy,  he  is  to  return  home. 

“ His  Majesty  was  in  hopes  the  ships  under  your  command 
would  have  been  ready  for  service  before  the  beginning  of  March.” 
Some  Dutch  and  English  ships  are  at  Spithead,  about  to  sail  to 
Rooke. 

“ His  Majesty  does  direct  that  you  correspond  with  my  Lord 
Gallway,  his  envoy  at  the  Duke  of  Savoy’s  Court,  who  will  not 
only  he  able  to  give  you  good  advices  of  what  is  doing  in  Pro- 
vence, hut  may  also  propose  schemes  for  the  public  service  the 
next  summer.  His  Majesty  does  likewise  think  tit  that  you  visit 
and  search  Genoese  ships  for  French  goods,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Dutch  do.  And  for  what  relates  to  the  Algerines,  you  will 
receive  an  answer  hy  the  next  post,  and  as  soon  as  may  he  a 
power  under  the  Great  Beak  to  treat  a peace  with  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco.” 

Antofp-aph  draft.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  Extracts  from  letters  from  Paris,  Toulon,  and  Brest,  Dee. 
1695,  as  to  the  expected  despatch  of  vessels  from  Toulon  to  Brest. 

2.  Similar  extracts,  Dec.  1695,  and  Jan.  1696. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695-6,  Jan.  6,  London.-- Sends  additional  instructions  with 
the  squadron  about  to  sail  to  Cadiz.  The  King  hopes  he  will  now 
he  strong  enough  to  prevent  the  French  from  passing  [the  Straits] . 

Cupfj. 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

1695-6,  Jan.  7,  'Whitehall. — Sends  further  advices  as  to  the 
enemy’s  design  to  pass  the  Straits.  Thinks  they  cannot  send  out 
more  than  50  or  52  ships  from  Toulon. 

Copj/.  Enclosure : — 

Extracts  from  letters  dated  at  Rochefort  and  Brest,  Jan.  1696. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1695-6,  Jan.  7,  Whitehall. — “Yours  of  the  7-17,  14-24,  17-27 
December,  which  came  all  together,  were  read  to  the  King, 
and  one  enclosed,  delivered  to  his  Majesty,  who  commands  me 
to  tell  you  he  continues  still  in  the  opinion  that  Pignerol  is  the 
best  design  can  be  formed,  hut  agrees  with  your  doubts,  that  you 
are  hardly  strong  enough  in  foot  for  so  great  an  attempt.  His 
Majesty  has  it  under  his  consideration  to  send  some  fit  person  to 
reside  at  Genoua,  but  has  not  yet  nominated  who  it  shall  he. 

“ Sir  George  Rooke  has  directions  to  correspond  with  your 
Lordship,  and  I hope  you  will  give  accounts  of  whatever  you 
think  may  be  for  the  service.  We  begin  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  French  will  attempt  to  pass  the  Straits ; I hope  we  shall 
he  in  a condition  to  hinder  them.  There  is  a considerable 
squadron  of  English  and  Dutch  men-of-war  now  at  Spithead  that 
wait  a wind,  and  are  designed  for  Cadiz.” 

Copy. 

Capbl  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95-6,  Jan.  11,  Dublin  Castle. — “ ’Tis  with  infinite  satis- 
faction I have  received  your  Grace’s  of  the  24th  of  December, 
wherein  you  tell  me  that  his  Majesty  is  pleased  with  my  behaviour 
this  Sessions.  In  the  same  letter,  and  in  another  of  the  2nd  of 
January  relating  to  the  dispute  between  the  Chancellor  and 
myself,  about  his  refusing  to  admit  Mr.  Neave  to  be  the  King’s 
Serjeant,  and  Mr.  Ormsby  of  his  Counsel,  pursuant  to  the 
warrants  I sent  him,  your  Grace  also  tells  me  that  his  Majesty 
would  maintain  me  in  those  rights  that  belong  to  my  employment, 
but  is  mighty  desirous,  if  it  were  possible,  that  the  differences 
between  us  might  he  reconciled,  and  was  concerned  at  this 
accident,  concluding  it  must  certainly  aggravate  this  difference, 
whereas  he  did  and  does  extremely  wish  it  might  be  sincerely 
composed. 

“It  has  ever  been  my  resolution,  and  shall  always  he  my 
practice,  to  do  my  duty  in  such  ways  and  manner  as  shall  be 
most  agreeable  to  his  Majesty,  and  nothing  but  a true  regard  to 
his  interest  and  service  shall  ever  at  any  time  prevail  with  me  to 
forbear  the  doing  anything  I think  may  be  acceptable  to  him  ; 
and  even  then  I shall  only  with  all  humility  offer  my  thoughts  to 
his  Majesty,  and  submit  them  to  his  gracious  pleasure. 

“ As  for  my  Lord  Chancellor,  I have  ever  behaved  myself  with 
great  civility  towards  him,  and  paid  him  all  the  respect  due  to 
his  station,  and  in  the  heats  and  prosecutions  against  him  in 
Parliament  I never  interposed  to  his  prejudice.  This  is  evident 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Revenue  and  their  collectors  and 
clerks  (many  of  them  being  of  the  House)  all  voted  [voting]  for 
him,  which,  had  I showed  any  dislike  to,  they  would  not  have 
done,  receiving  their  salaries  quarterly  by  the  allowance  or 
approbation  of  the  Chief  Governor.  But  my  Lord  Chancellor 
has  not  dealt  with  me  after  the  same  manner,  for  his  friends  upon 
all  occasions  have  appeared  against  me,  and  those  that  had  any 
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dependence  upon  his  office,  or  relation  to  himself,  continually 
showed  themselves  in  opposition  to  me,  and  were  against  my 
being  so  much  as  named  in  the  Address  ; and  for  himself,  after 
what  I had  done  for  his  brother  and  those  he  recommended  to  me, 
to  refuse  to  comply  with  my  warrants  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Neave  and 
Mr.  Ormsby,  and  to  tell  me  openly  he  would  represent  the  matter 
to  the  King,  is  certainly  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  him  lies,  to 
lessen  me  in  the  esteem  of  the  people  here,  and  to  render  me 
unworthy  of  the  great  trust  his  Majesty  has  re^josed  in  me. 

“And  now,  my  Lord,  if  I cannot  profess  so  sincere  a friend- 
ship to  Sir  Charles  Porter  as  I find  may  be  expected  from  me,  I 
must  humbly  crave  leave  to  say  that  ’tis  not  from  any  resentment 
I retain  of  his  behaviour  towards  me,  but  purely  in  duty  to  the 
King,  and  with  regard  to  the  allegiance  I augh  [owe]  him,  with- 
out any  other  consideration  whatever.  For,  by  what  I have 
observed  of  the  Chancellor  since  my  coming  into  this  kingdom, 
and  of  his  acting  here,  I have  good  reason  to  believe  he  is  not  so 
hearty  as  he  should  be  to  the  present  Government,  and  that  he 
has  given  occasion  enough  to  others  to  suspect  him  as  one  that 
without  much  difficulty  might  be  reconciled  to  the  late  King’s 
interest. 

“ Supposing,  then,  that  his  integrity  to  the  King  is  not 
unquestionable,  but  that  it  remains  in  the  balance,  and  doubtful 
which  w\ay  it  inclines,  I appeal  to  your  Grace,  and  desire  you 
will  well  consider  it,  of  what  consequence  it  may  be  to  his 
Majesty’s  and  the  Protestant  interest  in  this  kingdom,  for  me  by 
an  undecent  compliance  to  debase  the  authority  the  King  has  put 
into  my  hands,  which  I am  sure  I shall  ever  make  use  of  for  his 
service  only,  and  to  exalt  the  power  of  the  Chancellor,  which  ’tis 
more  than  probable  he  may  employ  for  the  preservation  and 
support  of  the  Jacobite  and  Popish  interest,  and  for  the  covering 
of  the  corruptions  of  several  of  the  officers  and  persons  here, 
which  I cannot  discountenance  with  any  success  whilst  he  con- 
tinues to  keep  the  Seals. 

[P.S.]  “ My  Lord  Abercorne  goes  for  England  this  post.  He 

is  a fair  conditioned  gentleman,  and  has  been  of  use  to  me  this 
Sessions  in  the  Lords’  House.’’ 

P.  20,  95. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1G95-6,  Jan.  12,  Kensington. — “ King,  Archbishop,  Prince, 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Keeper,  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Portland,  Lord  Godolpbin, 
Mr.  Russell. 

“Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  [to?]  consult  with  the 
Judges  what  may  be  done  for  the  seizing  and  prosecuting  persons 
coming  from  France. 

“ Speak  to  the  Porte  Envoye,  what  was  done  in  King  Charles’ 
time. 

“ Lord  Tyronne’s  petition  referred  to  Lord  Deputy. 

“ La  Pierre  (?)  and  Dutasta  (?)  to  be  sent  back  into  France. 

2C659  T 
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“ Speak  tomorrow  [to]  the  Commissioners  of  Sick  and 
Wounded  about  the  ill-treatment  the  English  prisoners  receive  in 
France. * 

“ The  Dep.  Gov.  of  Jersey’s  letter  of  the  13th  Dec.  was  read, 
and  nothing  done  upon  it. 

“ The  King  told  the  Admiralty  there  was  more  need  this  year 
than  ever  to  man  the  Fleet  early,  and  bid  them  take  notice  he 
told  them  so,  for  he  took  it  that  the  French  would  put  out  a fleet 
this  year.” 

In  Shreivsbury’s  hand. 

Sir  G.  Kookb  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Jan.  13,  o.s.,  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — “Since  my  last  to  your 
Grace  I received  the  enclosed  letters  from  Alcaide  Abdella,  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco’s  Vice-King  of  West  Barbary,  by  which 
your  Grace  will  see  their  inclination  and  desire  to  treat  with 
such  persons  as  his  Majesty  shall  please  to  appoint  and  em- 
power for  that  purpose.” 

Sends  an  extract  from  two  letters  he  has  seen  from  Genova 
and  Leghorne.  Unless  reinforced,  he  will  he  inferior  to  the 
French,  &c. 

“I  do  enclose  your  Grace  a list  of  the  ships  that  have  been 
cleaned  since  my  arrival,  and  I have  seen  the  bottoms  of  most  of 
them  as  they  correen’d  (sic) ; and  am  very  glad  to  tell  your 
Grace,  after  the  great  cry  of  the  worm  in  England,  the  prejudice 
they  have  received  in  that  particular  is  not  worth  the 
mentioning.” 

This  country  has  almost  an  open  trade  with  France  in  Genoa’s 
bottoms,  or  at  least  under  Genoa’s  colours.  . . . 

K.  17  Feb.  Enclosures  : — 

1,  2.  Letter  from  the  Alcaide  Abdella  (as  above),  to  the 
Admiral  and  General  of  the  Fleet  of  Great  Britain  and  England. 
Kefers  to  the  good  relations  which  have  always  existed  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  English  nation,  and  a proposed  meeting  of 
representatives. 

Arabic,  icith  a Spanish  translation. 

8.  “Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Giles  Ball  to  Mr.  Hodges, 
dated  at  Genoua,  8 Dec.  1695.”  This  relates  to  naval  prepara- 
tions at  Toulon. 

Also,  “Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Consul  Blackwell,  of 
Livorne,  dated  5 Dee.  1695.”  This  relates  to  the  same  matter. 

4.  List  of  ships  (as  above). 

There  is  also  a duplicate  of  this  letter,  and  of  the  third  enclosure. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Jan.  14,  Whitehall. — “ Lord  Keeper,  Mr.  Bussell, 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Godolphin,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Admiralty  attended. 


* The  following  paragraph  is  struck  out  here; — “The  signing  the  Treaty  of 
Algieres  deferred  till  Mr.  Secretary  hears  in  answer  to  the  complaint  sent  to 
Holland  about  the  Algerine  ” (sic). 
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“ The  letter  from  Bridgnorth  to  tlie  Earl  of  Denbigh  was  read, 
and  nothing  resolved  to  be  done  till  the  Council  day. 

“I  read  the  intelligences  I received  the  last  two  posts  from 
France. 

“ The  Navy  Board  were  called  in,  to  ask  their  objections  to  the 
Bill  for  encouraging  of  Seamen. 

“ They  say  the  business  of  the  Navy  Board  is  already  so  great, 
they  could  not  support  such  an  addition,  especially  such  of  them 
as  have  particular  offices. 

“The  Bill  was  given  to  the  Navy  Board  to  consider,  and  make 
what  objections  or  amendments  they  think  proper. 

“ The  Admiralty  desired  to  recommend  to  the  ships  in  the 
Downs  ordered  to  Cadiz,  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  weather 
to  join  the  squadron  at  Bpithead. 

“An  advice-boat  to  he  clean [ed]  at  Portsmouth.” 

In  Shrewshun/s  hand. 

Sheewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695-6,  Jan.  14,  Whitehall. — Sends  advices,  with  duplicates  of 
some  formerly  sent. 

Copy.  Enclosure : — 

Extracts  from  letters  dated  at  Paris,  Toulon,  Marseilles,  and 
Rochefort,  Dec.  1695,  and  Jan.  1696,  as  to  naval  preparations  at 
Toulon,  Brest,  and  Rochefort. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Jan.  14-24,  Turin. — The  French  continue  to  spread 
the  report  of  a great  armament  at  Toulon.  Has  directed  M.  d’ 
Arselliers  to  send  all  such  news  direct  to  Shrewsbury,  as  it 
arrives  at  Geneva,  before  it  comes  here.  Does  not  believe  the 
report.  The  enemy  talk  of  three  designs,  1,  an  attack  on  Barce- 
lona, 2,  the  union  of  the  vessels  at  Toulon  and  Brest  for  an 
attack  on  our  Fleet  at  Cadiz,  and,  3,  a descent  in  England.  The 
object  no  doubt  is  to  compel  the  King  to  leave  more  troops  in 
England. 

French.  R.  Feb.  6,  95-6. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]95-6,  Jan.  16,  Dublin  Castle. — “Your  Grace’s  of  the  7th 
instant  came  safe  to  me,  together  with  a copy  of  your  Grace’s  to 
my  Lord  Chancellor’s  (sic)  hy  the  King’s  commands  to  obey  my 
warrant,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

“ My  Lord,  your  friendship  and  support  of  me  has  never  more 
appeared  than  by  obtaining  his  Majesty’s  orders  in  this  particular, 
where  the  sword  and  my  honour  was  so  much  concerned.’’ 

R.  Feb.  2nd,  169|. 

Captain  Scott’s  Discovery. 

[16] 95 [-6],  .Jan.  18. — “Captain  John  Scott’s  List  of  the 
persons  whom  he  knew  to  be  in  France  when  he  was  there  con- 
tains an  account  of — 
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“ Dukes  2,  Earls  and  Lords  12,  Knights  8,  other  persons  of 
quality  23,  Bishops  1,  Ministers  3,  Counsellors  at  Law,  2,  ordinary 
gentlemen  and  other  persons  24,  Popish  clergymen  5,  gentle- 
women 4,  Lieut.  Generals  1,  Major  Generals  2,  Colonels  6,  Lieut. 
Colonels  3,  Majors  3,  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns,  33. 

“The  Captain’s  narrative  of  what  he  knows  since  the  25th  day 
of  Sept.  1690. 

“ Page  1.  Takes  notice  of  Mrs.  Billop  and  Mr.  Johnston,  a 
Benedictine,  in  Summersett  House,  who  befriended  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  procure  him  passage  beyond  sea. 

“ Page  2.  Says  that  one  Mrs.  Harris,  in  Southampton  Street, 
who  sells  East  India  goods,  has  frequent  cabals  of  the  Jacobites 
at  her  house,  in  pretence  of  coming  to  buy  goods. 

“ Page  4.  Says  that  Mrs.  Micldlegast  in  St.  James’  Street, 
next  door  to  the  Fox,  befriended  him  in  his  imprisonment,  and 
acquainted  him  that  King  James  at  his  going  off  entrusted  his 
seal  with  Sir  Theophilus  Oglethorp’s  Lady,  to  be  delivered  to 
he  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  as  a token  of  his  resolution  to 
preserve  the  Protestant  Eeligion,  and  to  desire  him  to  use  his 
interest  in  his  absence  ; but  the  said  Archbishop  refusing  the 
seal,  Madam  Oglethorp  carried  [it]  over  to  King  James  in  France 
privately. 

“ Page  5.  That  he  went  to  France,  and  stayed  at  St.  German’s 
seventeen  days,  where  he  saw  the  Earls  of  Dumfermlin,  Wigton, 
[and]  Dundee,  Sir  William  Wallis,  and  the  Duke  of  Gordon. 
That  the  Earl  of  Melfort  gave  him  a letter  by  King  James’s  his 
(sic)  order  to  the  Commissar  [y]  of  Lisle  to  enter  him  into  sub- 
sistence. That  he  discoursed  the  Duke  of  Gordon  in  his  way 
thither  at  Paris.  That  he  saw  at  Lisle  Capt.  Twightly,  com- 
mandant for  the  Scots  and  English  there,  who  went  with  him  to 
the  Commissary,  and  got  him  entered  into  subsistence.  That 
during  his  stay  there  Capt.  Scot,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Tarras, 
deserted  thither  out  of  O’Farrel’s  Eegiment.  That  David  Lind- 
say, formerly  secretary  of  the  Earl  of  Melfort,  came  thither  in  his 
way  from  Paris  to  England,  as  did  also  Madam  Sackville.  That 
Capt.  McAdam  came  thither  from  England,  and  that 
Capt.  Summervail  and  Capt.  Davidson  deserted  thither. 
That  on  the  11th  of  April,  1692,  seventy  Scots  and  English 
officers  who  were  on  subsistence  at  Lisle,  were  ordered  by  the 
French  Court  to  march  to  Normandy,  where  they  were  to  receive 
further  orders,  and  received  each  man  a month’s  pay. 

“Paged.  That  when  they  arrived  at  Haver  du  Grace,  they 
found  M.  G[en.]  Buchan,  M.  G[en.]  Cannon,  and  Col.  Broun,  with 
50  or  60  officers  from  Scotland.  That  the  said  M.  Generals  and 
other  great  officers  had  been  with  King  James  at  La  Hogue. 
That  M.  G [en.]  Buchan  by  his  orders  carried  all  the  Scots  back 
to  Dunkirk,  where  they  arrived  May  the  1st,  1692,  leaving  Lieut. - 
Col.  Scott  behind  to  receive  King  James’  orders,  and  come 
express  with  them  to  Dunkirk  as  soon  as  King  James  was 
embarked ; the  Scots  officers  being  ready  to  sail  with  the  first 
fair  wind  in  two  frigates,  one  commanded  by  Capt.  Mesterton, 
an  Irishman,  and  the  other  by  a Frenchman.  They 
had  500  saddles,  500  bridles,  and  500  carbines,  ready  to 
embark,  and  about  100  Scots  officers  besides  General 
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officers,  Colonels,  Lieut.-Cols.,  and  Majors,  with  the  Earls  of 
Dumfermling,  Wigton,  and  Dundee,  the  Lord  Dunkell,  Sir  Wm. 
Wallis,  Sir  Geo.  Barclay,  and  Sir  Geo.  Hamilton.  That  on  the 
news  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  all  the  Scots  officers  were 
removed  to  Bourbourg  by  the  Governor  of  Dunkirk  ; and  while 
they  were  there  a letter  arrived  from  King  James,  taking  off  the 
French  King’s  subsistence,  and  reducing  Cols,  to  half  a crown 
per  day,  Lt.-Cols.  to  25d.,  Majors  to  20d.,  Captains,  Lieuts.,  and 
Ensigns  to  lOd. 

“ Page  7.  That  the  Lords  and  General  officers  returning  to 
Paris  and  St.  German’s,  it  was  ordered  by  a council  of  war  that 
a company  should  be  made  up  of  the  Scots  officers  and  sent  to 
Catalonia,  at  which  many  grumbled,  but  wanting  money  they 
complied  ; and  being  about  80  gentlemen,  who  had  all  been  com- 
mission officers,  they  were  reviewed  by  the  King  himself.  Col. 
Broun  was  made  their  Captain,  Lt.-Col.  Gordon  and  Lt.-Col. 
Scott  first  and  second  Lieutenants,  and  Major  James  Buchan 
Ensign ; and  Lt.-Col.  Scott  stayed  behind  for  45  more,  who  were 
marching  from  Arras,  so  that  officers  and  all  they  made  up  120  ; 
King  James  having  declared  that  he  would  subsist  none  below 
Majors,  but  only  ten  at  St.  German’s ; and  so  they  marched  for 
Catalonia  in  October,  1692. 

“ Ihid.  He  says  that  Lieut.  ■ Hickfurt,  an  Englishman,  and 
Mr.  McDonald,  cousin  to  the  Captain  of  the  Clan  Eenold,  and  he 
himself  being  on  their  way  from  Bourbourg  to  Paris — that  Lieut. 

Hickfurt  told  him  that  my  Lord  , the  Duke  of  Powis’s 

son,  had  a regiment  of  horse  ready  to  join  King  James  upon  his 
landing,  and  that  he  himself  was  a Captain-Lieut.  of  that  same 
Regiment. 

“ Ibid.  He  says  that  he  conversed  with  one  Mr.  Thomson  in 
the  Scots’  College  at  Paris  in  Sept.  1692,  who  told  him  that  he 
was  going  for  Scotland  in  a little  time  after,  as  accordingly  he  did. 

“Page  8.  He  says  that  he  heard  of  Lieut.-Col.  Fountain’s 
being  at  St.  German’s  about  Christmas,  1692,  but  did  not  tarry 
long  there,  and  was  only  seen  by  a few  ; that  he  cannot  give  any 
account  what  his  business  was,  but  supposes  that  Sir  William 
Wallis  can. 

“ Ibid.  That  in  January  he  saw  one  James  Smith,  a merchant 
in  Aberdeen,  at  St.  German’s,  and  about  that  same  time  one  Mr. 
Melvin  arrived  from  the  Earl  of  Perth  to  his  brother,  the  Earl  of 
Melfort.  That  the  said  Mr.  Melvin  told  him  that  he  came  from 
Aberdeen  in  a ship  belonging  to  his  own  brother-in-law.  That 
he  was  set  ashore  in  Zealand,  and  being  afraid  that  the  Scots’ 
Conservator  should  have  notice  of  him,  he  sent  his  letters  for- 
ward to  Paris,  and  hastened  thither  himself  all  that  he  could. 
That  he  stayed  at  the  Scots’  College  in  Paris  till  he  was  dispatched 
back  again  to  Scotland. 

“Page  9.  He  says  that  Mr.  Bell,  a minister,  son  to  Provost 
Bell  of  Glasgow,  came  to  St.  German’s  about  that  same  time  in 
company  with  Baily  Kilhegens.  That  Mr.  Bell  stayed  about 
three  months,  and  returned  again  to  Scotland.  That  Baily 
Kilhegens  pretended  to  come  on  the  account  of  a ship  loaden  with 
herrings  which  was  taken  from  him  by  the  French,  and  in  his 
discourse  used  to  talk  much  of  the  Earl  of  Arran,  and  of  his 
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having  been  often  in  company  with  him.  That  about  the  end  of 
December,  1692,  Daily  Kilhegens  got  his  pass,  and  before  he  went 
Capt.  Scot  saw  him  in  King  James’s  bedchamber,  and  called 
thence  into  the  King’s  closet,  where  he  was  private  with  him  a 
considerable  time,  and  was  seen  no  more  about  Court,  but  went 
next  day  for  Paris. 

“ Page  10.  He  says  that  there  came  so  many  over  from  Scot- 
land that  winter  to  St.  German’s,  as  Stenop’s  two  brothers,  the 
two  Capt.  Murrays,  and  Capt.  Murray,  son  to  the  late  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  Capt.  Wallis,  Lieut.  John- 
son, and  divers  others.  That  in  the  beginning  of  March,  1692, 
the  King  called  a council  of  war  at  the  Duke  of  Berwick’s  lodg- 
ings, where  there  sat  the  Duke  of  Barwick  {sic) , with  M.  G [en] . 
Buchan,  M.  G[en].  Cannon,  and  M.  G[en].  Wachop.  All  the 
officers  were  ordered  to  appear  before  them,  and  told  one  by  one 
that  the  King,  being  short  of  money,  could  keep  them  no  longer 
in  subsistence,  but  had  reserved  four  months’  subsistence  for 
each  of  them  to  go  where  they  pleased,  and  they  should  have 
passes,  but  that  the  King  would  be  content  that  they  should  serve 
in  the  Army. 

“ Page  11.  He  adds  that  every  one  of  the  officers  were  [was] 
required  to  give  in  a memorial  to  the  council  of  war,  containing 
an  account  of  themselves,  and  what  they  resolved  to  do,  that  the 
same  might  be  showed  to  the  King  ; which  was  accordingly  done, 
and  divers  of  them  expressed  their  desire  to  return  to  Scotland. 
That  about  the  latter  end  of  March  the  King’s  answer  came  out 
upon  every  memorial,  with  orders  to  deliver  60  livres  to  each 
man,  and  those  that  desired  it  Avere  alloAved  to  go  to  Scotland  ; 
and  it  was  proposed  to  them  to  go  in  the  ship  bound  from  Dunkirk 
to  the  Basse,  but  no  ship  could  be  had  at  that  time,  so  that  every 
one  behoved  to  go  the  best  w'ay  he  could ; and  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Earl  of  Dumfermlin’s  servant,  and  several  others  went  off  then. 

“ Ibid.  That  the  Earl  of  Middleton  arrived  at  St.  German’s 
about  that  time,  and  was  carried  by  the  Earl  of  Melfort  in  one  of 
the  King’s  coaches  to  the  French  King  at  Versails,  but  his  news 
and  business  was  kept  private. 

“Page  12.  That  Capt.  Stewart,  son  to  a north  country  laird, 
chamberlain  to  D.  [the  Duke  of]  Gordon,  procured  a pass  for 
Scotland,  as  did  also  Capt.  Murray,  brother  to  Stenop ; but  Capt. 
Scot  Avas  denied  one,  and  entered  on  subsistence. 

“Ibid.  That  in  January,  1694,  Mr.  Kenneth  McKenzie,  the 
Earl  of  Seaforth’s  brother,  came  from  Catalonia,  and  obtained 
money  and  a passport  to  go  for  Scotland,  as  did  also  Capt. 
Kenneth  Orchart  of  Cromartie. 

“ Ibid.  That  Madam  Sackfild  came  from  England  about  the 
same  time  and  brought  a box  Avith  her  to  the  Countess  of 
Melfort,  Avell  packed  and  very  heavy. 

'‘Ibid.  That  in  March  or  April,  1694,  my  Lord  Griffin  came 
over  from  England,  and  not  long  after  that  Sir  James 
Mongomerie  of  Skelmorly. 

“Ibid.  That  in  the  latter  end  of  June  or  beginning  of  July 
there  arrived  from  England  one  Thomas  Piobinsozi,  a young  man 
of  his  acquaintance,  from  the  Lady  Griffin,  and  being  plundered 
and  stripped  by  the  Spaniards,  and  thereby  rendered  unfit  to  go 
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al)road,  he  sent  for  Capt.  Scot,  and  desired  him  to  draw  up  a 
memorial  for  him,  which  was  to  be  given  to  the  King  by  the 
Lady  Elizabeth  Hackett,  alias  De  Lavall,  daughter  to  the 
Earl  of  Newburgh. 

“ Page  13.  He  gives  some  particulars  of  the  said  memorial, 
viz.,  that  the  Lady  Griffin  had  furnished  him,  the  said  Itobinson, 
lodging  and  diet,  and  was  very  helpful  to  him.  That  he  had 
been  prisoner  at  Dublin  some  time,  and  had  afterwards  seen 
Limmerick,  Athlone,  &c.,  of  whose  condition  and  strength  he 
gave  some  account.  That  he  was  kindly  received  by  the  Countess 
of  Antrim,  elder,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  whence  he  went  for 
Scotland,  landed  in  the  county  of  Argile,  and  arriving  at 
Edinburgh  came  along  with  M.  G[en.]  Livingston’s  dragoons, 
and  lodging  at  the  Lady  Griffin’s  in  the  Pall  Mall,  she  procured 
him  passage  in  a ship  going  for  Flanders,  charging  him  to 
acquaint  the  King  that  there  were  several  persons  at  Paris  or 
St.  Germain’s  who  had  his  Majesty’s  pension,  but  needed  it  not, 
because  they  had  money  enough  from  England  for  giving  an 
account  to  the  Court  at  Whitehall  of  everything  they  heard  or 
saw  at  the  Court  of  St.  Germain’s,  which  made  sport  at  White- 
hall, and  therefore  entreated  King  James  that  search  might  l)e 
made  after  them. 

“ Page  14.  He  adds  that  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Hachett  took 
great  care  of  the  above  mentioned  Mr.  Eobinson,  and  procured 
money  from  the  King  to  put  him  in  good  equipage.  That 
Eobinson  remained  at  St.  German’s  above  six  weeks,  and  told 
him  that  he  had  gotten  a pass  and  money  from  the  Queen,  and 
went  for  England  about  the  20th  of  August,  having  promised  to 
take  Capt.  Scott  along  with  him,  but  gave  him  the  slq).  He  adds 
that  Eobinson  speaks  Dutch  very  well,  passes  for  a Dutchman, 
and  resides  at  the  Lady  Griffin’s. 

'‘Ibid.  He  says  that  in  the  spring  of  that  same  year  Eathei' 
Marr,  alias  Forbes,  Superior  of  the  Scots  Jesuits’  College  at 
Doway,  was  very  busy  at  the  Court  of  St.  Germain’s  for  some 
days,  from  whence  he  went  to  Paris,  then  to  Doway,  and  thence, 
as  ’twas  reported,  to  Scotland. 

“ Ibid.  He  says  that  the  Earl  of  Eelcarras,  coming  from 
Germany  to  St.  Germain’s,  was  well  received  l>y  King  James, 
and  is  thought  resides  there  as  Secretary  for  Scotland ; tlie  Earl 
of  Melfort  being  laid  aside  a little  before  his  coming,  and  the 
Earl  of  Middleton  succeeding  in  his  room ; Mr.  Carrell,  the 
Queen’s  Secretary,  being  made  conjunct-secretary  with  the  Earl 
of  IVliddleton. 

“Ibid.  He  adds  that  as  he  came  one  morning  with  the  Earl 
of  Eelcarras  and  Lieut. -Col.  Graham  of  Eerchapel  (?),  the  Earl, 
speaking  of  the  Easse,  for  then  it  was  surrendered  again,  said 
that  ujion  some  surprise  he  went  thither  with  some  gentlemen  in 
a boat,  and  that  during  the  time  of  their  abode  there,  Stratton 
was  very  kind  to  them,  and  taking  the  Earl  aside  told  him  he 
was  ready  to  receive  his  Lordship’s  commands  and  would  obey 
whatever  he  should  bid  him  do. 

“Page  15.  He  says  that  in  the  l)eginning  of  that  summer  it 
was  reported  at  St.  Germain’s  that  the  Lord  Preston  and  some 
others  of  the  English  nobility  were  secretly  at  Paris. 
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Ibid.  That  it  was  also  reported  that  Sir  Theophilus  Oglethorp 
was  at  St.  Germain’s  with  the  King  incognito,  seen  by  none  but 
those  with  whom  he  was  to  meet,  and  went  away  secretly.  That 
Irwin  of  Stapleton  was  at  St.  Germain’s  the  winter  before,  and 
returned  to  England  again. 

“ That  Sir  George  Barclay  went  for  England  in  1693,  and 
returning  again  to  St.  Germain’s  was  made  Captain  of  the  King’s 
2nd  troop  of  Guards,  for  reward  of  his  services. 

“That  Dr.  Bruntfield  went  for  England  in  1693,  and  returned 
to  St.  Germain’s  in  the  latter  end  of  [the]  summer,  1694,  where 
Capt.  Scott  saw  him. 

“ That  Capt.  Scott  having  obtained  a passport.  Sept.  4th,  1694, 
s.n.,  took  his  leave  of  the  King,  Queen,  and  his  particular 
acquaintance,  and  set  forward  towards  Brussels,  taking  Doway 
in  his  way,  and  heard  in  the  Scots’  College  there  that  Father 
Marre  above  mentioned  was  gone  to  Scotland. 

“Page  18.  He  says  that  Mrs.  Billop,  formerly  mentioned, 
did  ask  him  in  October,  1694,  what  was  the  reason  of  his  coming 
over  ; whether  Iving  James  was  so  poor  that  he  could  not  main- 
tain him,  and  if  he  were  to  be  restored  by  the  French  or  the 
Protestants  of  England. 

“ Page  19.  He  says  that  Mrs.  Billop  brought  him  and  Father 
Johnston  together,  and  that  the  Father  asked  him  abundance  of 
pumping  questions,  appointed  some  other  time  of  meeting,  but 
broke  appointments  by  coming  at  uncertain  hours.  That  at  the 
third  visit  he  asked  whether  the  Captain  would  see  the  Earl  of 
Arran,  who  answered  yes.  Then  the  Father  demanded  whether 
he  had  any  token  for  him,  and  upon  his  answering  no,  told  him 
that  then  the  Earl  would  not  be  seen  by  him. 

“ Page  20.  He  adds  that  Father  Johnston  keeps  a corre- 
spondence with  France,  and  that  Mrs.  Harris’s  is  the  only 
Protestant  family  in  England  that  knows  where  the  Father  is. 

“Page  21.  He  says  that  Father  Johnston  upon  his  desire  lent 
him  three  pound,  and  promised  to  si)eak  to  the  Earl  of  Arran  to 
write  to  the  King’s  friends  that  they  should  not  be  shy  of  him. 

“Page  23.  He  says  that  he  stayed  three  nights  at  Sir  Wm. 
Drummond’s  of  Hauthorndon’s,  who  is  accounted  very  loyal  to 
King  James. 

“ Page  24.  He  says  that  he  acquainted  Sir  Wm.  Wallis’s  Lady 
at  Edinburgh  that  her  husband  would  willingly  return  to  Scotland 
if  he  had  money  to  pay  his  debts  in  France.” 

Endorsed  : Capt.  Scott’s  Discovery,  18  Jan.  95. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Jan.  18-28,  Turin. — Touching  the  preparation  of  a 
French  fleet  at  Toulon,  and  the  bad  arrangements  made  for  the 
winter-quartering  of  the  Emperor’s  troops,  which  diminish  con- 
siderably. Mr.  Broughton,  Consul  at  Venice,  has  rendered  use- 
ful services,  at  great  expense. 

“II  y a dans  Londres  un  bon  homme  nommb  Neurard,  qui 
estoit  auocat  a Grenoble,  et  qui,  apres  auoir  beaucoup  soufert  en 
France,  s’est  sauue  en  Suisse,  auec  sa  famille,  ou  ayant  entendu 
parler  du  dessein  de  conduire  des  colonies  en  Irlande,  croyant 
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que  c’estoit  une  affaire  utile  au  seruice  du  Roy,  il  s’y  employa 
auec  zele,  et  auec  tant  d’affection  qu’il  y enuoya  sa  famille,  ou 
elle  soufre  beaucoup.  Parceque  ce  bon  homme  a depence  dans 
cette  affaire  tout  ce  qu’il  auoit  pu  sauuer  de  France,  il  est  luy 
mesme  reduit  a la  mandicite  dans  Londres.  Je  crois,  my  Lord, 
que  ce  seroit  une  grande  charite,  et  utile,  de  luy  donner  une 
pension  en  Irlande.” 

R.  6 Feb. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Jan.  19,  Kensington. — “King,  Archbishop,  Prince, 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Mr.  Secretary,  Lord  Steward, 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Godolphin,  Admiral  Russell. 

“ The  addresses  concerning  the  Refugees,  Lord  Cavan,  and 
Mrs.  Maxwell  to  be  returned  to  my  Lord  Deputy  for  his 
oiiinion.  The  address  about  Dr.  Lesley  recommended  to  his 
Excellency  to  make  him  a Dean,  or  give  him  some  other  prefer- 
ment in  the  Church. 

“ Sir  Patrick  Trant’s  petition  was  read.  He  cannot  be  bailed 
by  law  ; no  answer  upon  the  petition. 

“The  Admiralty  and  Navy  Board  to  come  to  my  Office  on 
Tuesday  with  the  Lords  of  the  Committee. 

“ Mr.  Secretary  moved  some  consideration  should  be  had  upon 
what  should  be  done  with  Sir  Geo.  Rooke’s  squadron,  whether 
sent  for  back  or  no.  The  King  said  he  would  fain  hear  from 
abroad  before  he  resolves,  but  that  it  must  not  be  long.’’ 

In  Shreu'shury' s hand. 


The  Navy. 

1695-6,  Jan.  19,  Admiralty  Office. — “A  list  of  his  Majesty’s 
1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  Rate  Ships  now  in  pay,  designed  for  the  Main 
Fleet ; with  an  account  of  their  complements  of  men,  the 
numbers  borne,  and  numbers  mustered.” 

28  ships  are  named,  with  complements  varying  from  754  to 
446.  1 p. 

Other  similar  lists,  dated  26  Jan.,  2,  9,  16,  and  23  Feb.,  1,  8, 
and  15  March,  1695-6,  29  March,  and  5 and  12  April,  1696. 
Only  6 ships  are  named  in  the  last. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  .Jan.  21-31,  Turin. — Sends  advices  from  Marseilles. 
The  Envoy  of  the  Prince  of  Baden  leaves  this  morning  to  return 
to  his  master,  at  Vienna.  His  Royal  Highness  has  assured 
the  Envoy  of  his  great  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  Allies, 
so  as  to  counteract  the  rumours  affecting  his  fidelity  to  them. 

French.  R.  Feb.  7,  1595-6.  Enclosure : — 

Letter  from  Marseilles,  18  Jan.  96. — M.  du  Queue  Guiton  has 
arrived  at  Toulon  with  1,000  or  1,200  sailors  from  the  west ; &c. 

French. 
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Pkivy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Jan. 26,  Kensington. — “King,  Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamherlain,  Lord  Steward,  Shrewsbury, 
Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Sir  George  Eooke’s  letter  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  15th  o.s. 
Dec.  was  read. 

“ The  instructions  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  were  agreed. 

“A  letter  ordered  to  be  writ,  that  he  should  colour  his  coming 
away  with  the  best  pretences  he  can,  in  order  to  keep  it  secret 
from  everybody. 

“ That  his  Majesty  has  stopped  the  squadron,  Dutch  and 
English,  lying  at  Spithead,  designed  to  reinforce  him,  till  further 
order. 

“ That  his  Majesty  has  ordered  Capt.  Toll  to  come  home  with 
him. 

“ Having  read  the  letter  about  the  Scots  ships,  the  King  orders 
the  Admiralty  to  take  them. 

“These  instructions  and  letter  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke  to  he  imme- 
diately dispatched  by  the  advice-boat ; that  a duplicate  he  sent 
by  the  Groyn  Packet ; the  letter  enclosed  to  a merchant,  and  Mr. 
Stanhope  ordered  to  send  it  by  express  to  Sir  Geo.  Rooke. 

“ The  East  India  Company  to  satisfy  and  shew  Mr.  Russell 
their  instructions,  and  then  his  Majesty  will  direct  the  Admiralty 
that  the  officers  may  obey  them.” 

In  ShreiL'sburif’ s hand. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95-6,  Jan.  27,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  have  great  reason  to 
believe  that  there  are  some  in  this  country  (otherwise  very  true 
to  this  interest,)  who  are  very  busy  in  endeavouring  to  have  Mr. 
Solicitor-General  [Alan  Brodrick]  removed  from  the  King’s 
service. 

“ This  gives  me  much  trouble,  and  obliges  me  to  desire  of  your 
Grace  that  you  will  please  to  prevent  any  such  attempt,  he  being 
a man  worthy  to  be  owned  by  those  who  truly  espouse  the 
interest  of  his  Majesty  ; and  whilst  there  are  matters  of  the  last 
moment  yet  depending  in  Parliament,  and  that  the  Government 
still  groans  under  the  weight  of  a heavy  debt  (besides  that  there 
is  here  no  choice  of  able  men),  it’s,  not  possible  to  carry  on  the 
King’s  business  with  [without  ?]  him ; for,  take  away  the  two  Mr. 
Brodericks  and  the  Attorney-General  Rochford,  and  I must  needs 
fall  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sloane,  Sir  James  Williamson,  Mr. 
Caughlan  (descended  of  an  Irish  family),  and  Sir  Jo.  Meade,  who 
(though  the  King’s  Counsel),  when  the  assessors  went  the  other 
day  to  take  a list  of  his  family  to  be  polled  (amounting  to  thirty 
in  number),  himself  was  the  only  Protestant  there. 

“If  the  persons  before  mentioned  have  any  of  them  been 
faulty  by  reason  of  some  sudden  motions  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  afterwards  begot  heats,  it  was  inadvertency  and 
want  of  experience  to  foresee  how  little  things  in  great  assemblies 
often  beget  matters  of  mighty  consequence,  which  in  such  places 
cannot  be  conducted  as  one  would  have  them  to  be.  But  I will 
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be  bold  to  say  that  they  neither  intended  the  least  disrespect  to 
the  King,  nor  interruption  to  his  all'airs ; and  therefore  1 most 
humbly  pray  your  Grace  that  this  gentleman  may  not  be  displaced 
from  his  Majesty’s  service.” 

Ee.  Keb.  6th. 

Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Jan.  27,  o.s..  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — Sends  advices  from 
Genova  and  other  places  of  naval  preparations  at  Tollonne,  and 
copies  of  the  councils  of  flag-officers  held  thereupon.  “ We 
think  the  Fleet  in  some  danger  of  being  insulted  by  the  enemy. 
It’s  a very  unhappy  change,  my  Lord,  in  our  affairs  in  these 
seas,  that  from  seeking  for  and  blocking  up  the  enemy  in  their 
ports,  we  shall  be  exposed  to  the  disgrace  of  suffering  the  block- 
ade ourseh'es,  or  skulking  from  the  enemy  at  sea.”  . . . 

E.  11  March.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  Extracts  from  (1)  a letter  of  Mr.  Consul  Herne,  of  Allicant, 
dated  21  Jan.  1695-6,  n.s. ; reporting  his  examination,  before 
Capt.  Wynn  and  Captain  Loader,  of  one  Thomas  Drewitt,  mate 
of  the  Carmarthen  Galley,  who  came  from  Marseilles,  whither  he 
had  been  carried  by  a French  privateer.  (2)  A letter  from  Mr. 
Consul  Kirke,  Genoua,  13  Jan.  (3)  A letter  from  Mr.  Fowler, 
Genoua,  2-12  .Jan.  (4)  An  account  which  Capt.  Leake  had  from 
Mr.  John  Penington,  late  commander  of  the  Joseph,  of  London, 
burthen  250  tons,  32  guns,  and  66  men,  laden  with  fish  for 
Livorne.  This  gives  (inter  alia)  the  report  of  John  Merriton, 
sailor,  taken  in  the  Carmarthen  Galley,  of  London,  burthen  150 
tons,  20  guns,  and  45  men,  Mr.  John  Jones,  commander,  who  was 
killed. 

2.  Abstract  of  French  letters  taken  in  a ship  called  the  Boon 
Jesus,  of  Marseilles,  by  the  Canterhury,  off  Cape  delle  Melle, 
5 Jan.  95-6,  o.s.  This  mentions  Spanish  galleys  off  the  coast 
of  Majorca  being  insulted  by  a French  privateer,  and  that 
privateers  of  Marseilles  and  Toulon  “were  putting  the  coasts  of 
Spain  in  desolation.”  Four  French  men-of-war  were  cruising 
in  the  channel  of  Malta. 

3.  Copy  of  a resolution  of  a Council  of  Flag-officers,  held  on 
board  the  Queen  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  19  Jan.,  not  to  put  to  sea, 
to  meet  the  enemy,  as  they  have  only  30  line-of-battle  ships, 
while  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  Tollonne  consists  of  60  ; but  to  lodge 
a brigantine  at  Gibraltar,  to  keep  clean  cruisers  in  the  Straits’ 
mouth,  Ac.  With  a list  of  18  English  and  12  Dutch  ships  in  the 
bay  of  Cadiz. 

4.  Copy  of  a similar  resolution,  23  Jan.,  in  case  the  eneni}^ 
appear  before  Cadiz,  to  remove  the  ships  within  Pointall 
Castles,  Sec. 

There  are  also  duplicates  of  these  enclosures. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]95-6,  Jan.  31,  Dublin  Castle. — “After  I had  writ  this 
enclosed,  I received  your  Grace’s  of  the  14th  and  21st  instant, 
and  have  accordingly  given  order  to  stop  the  two  Eegiments  till 
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further  commands,  taking  care  (in  the  mean  time)  that 
Michelburn’s  Kegiment  may  be  ready  clothed,  and  ships  fitting 
to  transport  them  from  Corke  and  Kingsaile  (about  which  places 
both  Eegiments  are  now  quartered),  if  it  shall  be  his  Majesty’s 
pleasure  to  send  for  them. 

“What  relates  to  my  Lord  Cavan  and  the  Widow  Maxwell 
shall  be  observed,  as  likewise  that  concerning  the  French 
Ministers ; and  Dr.  Lesly  shall  be  under  my  care  to  provide  for 
him  when  opportunity  offers  itself. 

“ I find  by  the  newspapers  that  Monsieur  de  Neizmon  is  fitting 
fourteen  ships  to  be  out  in  March  next,  at  Brest.  If  any  intelli- 
gence comes  to  your  Grace  that  may  relate  to  Ireland,  I humbly 
request  of  you  to  give  me  early  notice  thereof,  for  I am  not  with- 
out some  apprehensions  the  number  of  priests  that  have  of  late 
flocked  over  has  been  great,  and  yet  I cannot  find  out  anything 
that  is  material.” 

Ke.  Feb.  6th. 


Galway  to  Sheewsbury. 

1695-6,  Feb.  1-11,  Turin. — Will  persist  in  the  proposal  for 
attacking  Pignerol,  according  to  the  King’s  orders,  but  is  afraid 
that  much  is  promised  at  Vienna  while  nothing  is  performed. 
The  two  regiments  in  Catalonia  cannot  come  over  here  till  our 
Fleet  is  at  sea.  The  slowness  at  Vienna  has  hmdered  his  R.H.’s 
preparations.  The  French  are  provisioning  Pignerol  and 
Fenestrelles,  and  they  daily  expect  M.  de  Cattinat  and  eighteen 
general  officers  under  him.  Has  had  a letter  from  Sir  George 
Book,  and  writes  to  him  regularly  by  the  Spanish  courier  at 
Madrid,  and  direct  to  Cadiz  by  the  merchants  of  Geneva  (sic).  It 
is  said  at  Paris  that  M.  de  Chasteaurenaud  has  undertaken  to  pass 
the  Strait  with  the  Toulon  fleet,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  certain 
vice-admirals.  There  is  a strong  report  that  if  the  squadron 
detained  at  Spithead  by  the  contrary  wind  joins  Sir  George  Rook 
before  this  fleet  is  at  sea,  it  will  be  disarmed. 

French.  R.  27  [Feb.]  95. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Feb.  2,  Kensington. — “ King,  Prince,  Archbishop,  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Russell,  Lord  Godolphine, 
Shrewsbury. 

“ Sir  Clowdesly  Shovell  and  a petition  referred  to  the  Admiralty. 

“The  Admiralty  asked  whether  they  have  considered  the 
regulations  offered  by  the  Marine  Colonels. 

“Mr.  Spence [’s]  petition  given  to  Lord  Godolphine. 

“ I proposed  sending  duplicates  of  the  orders  to  Sir  George 
Rooke  by  laud  through  France  if  the  wind  continued  contrary. 
The  King  said  he  would  consider  of  it  between  this  and  Tuesday.” 

In  Shrewsbury's  hand. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1695-6,  Feb.  4,  Whitehall. — Sends  the  King’s  instructions  for 
his  return.  Capt.  Toll  is  also  directed  to  return  with  him.  The 
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advices  sent  to  him  since  17  Dec.  have  all  been  detained  on  this 
side.  The  King  has  stoj^ped  the  English  and  Dutch  men-of-war 
from  proceeding  to  join  him. 

Copy.  Enclosure  : — - 

Instructions  to  Sir  George  Kooke,  Admiral,  and  Commander 
of  the  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  To  return  to  England,  unless 
the  French  set  out  a fleet  of  smaller  strength  than  his.  A few 
ships  to  be  left  to  cruise  in  and  out  of  the  Straits.  Kensington, 
27  Jan. 

Copy. 

Priw  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Feb.  9,  Kensington.— “ King,  Archbishop,  Prince, 
Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord 
Godolphin,  Lord  Portland,  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Lord  Capel’s  letter  of  the  1st  of  Feb.  being  read,  I am  to 
write  to  him  to  proceed  against  those  persons  only  who  are  not 
excepted  for  favour  in  his  instructions. 

“ I related  what  Neckson  (?)  said  in  relation  to  the  gaining  the 
Indians,  and  also  of  the  great  probability  the  French  have  a 
design  of  doing  something  this  year  in  the  West  Indias. 

“ Write  to  the  Governors  of  the  West  Indias  by  these  ships 
going  to  the  effect  above. 

“ The  letter  from  Marseille  about  the  galley-slave  designed  to 
attempt  the  King’s  life  was  read.” 

In  Shrewsbury’s  hand. 

Sir  G.  Kooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Feb.  10,  o.s..  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — The  Groyne  post  has 
failed  us  these  six  weeks.  “ I cannot  .suppose  but  your  Grace 
has  received  repeated  accounts  of  the  early  and  diligent  prepar- 
ations of  the  enemy  in  fitting  their  fleet  at  Tollonne,  and  of  their 
readiness  to  proceed  to  sea  ; to  which  I shall  only  add  that  I 
have  lately  had  some  alarms  of  their  actually  being  so,  which  I 
cannot  give  any  credit  to  ; but  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Alburquerq  [u]  e,  your  Grace  will  see  this  Court 
is  already  under  some  apprehensions  for  Barcellona,  to  which  I 
returned  the  answer  your  Grace  sees,  and  what  I hope  is  agree- 
able to  the  King’s  pleasure.” 

It  is  necessary  to  be  much  superior  to  the  enemy  in  strength 
“ in  those  seas,”  as  they  will  he  assisted  by  their  galleys,  and  can 
easily  retreat  to  their  ports.  Sends  a list  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  at 
Tollonne.  His  own  ships  are  but  half  manned.  “A  man  would 
be  thought  ridiculous  to  undertake  to  charge  a well-formed 
battalion  with  a crowd  of  rabble,  and  I protest,  my  Lord,  such 
mob  is  the  generality  of  this  Fleet  manned  with.  I will  venture 
my  life  cheerfully  in  the  service  upon  any  terms ; and  I do  not 
doubt  but  your  Grace  reflects  that,  whenever  this  part  of  the  Fleet 
miscarries,  your  own  life  and  fortune  will  be  exposed,  and  the 
liberty  and  religion  of  our  country  to  boot.” 

K.  23  March.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  Copy  of  a letter  from  the  Duke  of  Alburquerque  [to  Kooke] ; 
St.  Mary  Ports,  14  Feb.  1695-6,  n.s.  (in  English).  The  King 
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[of  Spain]  has  been  informed  by  the  Marquis  of  Gastanaga, 
Viceroy  of  Catalonia,  that  the  French  galleys  were  getting  ready, 
and  that  their  men-of-war  were  to  put  to  sea  at  the  beginning  of 
February;  that,  besides  their  own  ships,  they  had  hired  fifteen 
men-of-war,  but  it  was  not  known  whether  these  were  Algerian, 
or  of  Tripoly,  or  Genouese ; and  that  these  forces  were  to  pass 
the  Straits,  and,  it  was  said,  to  bombard  Barcelona,  which  he 
(the  Marquis)  did  not  believe. 

2.  Copy  of  Eooke’s  reply,  15  Feb.  Had  received  similar 
information  from  several  parts.  The  season  of  the  year  secures 
the  coast  of  Catalonia.  Is  fitting  out  his  Fleet,  and  expects  rein- 
forcements from  his  own  King.  Trusts  his  Catholic  Majesty  will 
give  orders  for  equipping  as  many  galleys  as  will  he  sufficient  to 
confront  those  of  the  French. 

3.  “ Vaisseaux  de  guerre  qu’on  pretend  armer  a Toulon,  selon 
les  avis  du  8'"®  Decembre,  1695.”  Names  of  60  ships,  with  the 
number  of  guns  in  most  of  them. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Books, 

1695-6,  Feb.  11,  Whitehall. — Sends  another  copy  of  the  King’s 
instructions.  Owing  to  the  winds  there  has  been  no  news  from 
him  since  27  Dec.,  by  the  Carlisle. 

Autograph  draft. 

Sir  G.  Books  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1695-6,  Feb.  13,  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — Sends  a copy  of  a letter 
from  Don  Juan  de  Larrea,  his  Catholic  Majesty’s  Secretary  of 
State,  with  his  answer  ; an  extract  of  several  intelligences  ; and 
another  list  of  the  French  fleet,  from  Lord  Gallway.  A frigate 
is  sent  with  these,  and  to  give  notice  of  the  resolutions  taken  in 
case  the  enemy  passes  the  Straits,  as  they  are  resolved  to  do ; 
with  orders  to  await  orders  from  the  King  and  the  Admiralty. 
Desires  a list  of  consuls  in  Mediterranean  ports. 

B.  29.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  List  of  Ships  cleaned  since  13  Jan. 

2.  “Liste  des  Officiers  Generaux  et  Capitaines  de  Marine 
ehoisis  par  le  Boy  pour  commander  les  Vaisseaux  cy  apres  nomes 
et  autres  Batiments  que  Sa  Majeste  fait  presentement  armer 
au  Port  de  Toulon.” 

Total,  50  King’s  ships,  1 light  frigate,  2 “galliottes  a bombe,” 
6 fireships. 

French,  3 pp. 


Sir  G.  Books  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  Feb.  13,  o.s..  Queen,  at  Cadiz.— Sends  copy  of  a letter 
from  Mons.  Sc  [h]  onenberge.  The  Allicant  and  Mallaga  fleet  is 
coming  into  this  bay. 

B.  29.  Enclosures: — 

1.  Copy  of  a letter  from  Mons.  Schonenberg  to  Admiral 
Booke  ; Valverde,  two  leagues  from  Madrid,  14  Feb.  [n.s.]  1696. 
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One  need  not  take  offence  at  this  nation  holding  intelligence  with 
the  eneni}',  as  its  forces  are  small.  Bent  him  particulars  of  the 
fleet  at  Toulon,  but  it  may  ho  doubted  whether  their  strength  is 
so  great  as  is  represented.  They  threaten  to  send  a powerful  army 
into  Catalonia,  which  greatly  alarms  the  Spaniards,  who  cannot 
make  much  resistance,  as  they  are  sending  to  inform  Kooke,  who 
can  reproach  them  with  their  ingratitude  to  the  King  and  the 
States.  Hopes  Kooke’s  fleet  will  soon  l)e  reinforced.  The  King 
takes  all  the  care  necessary  for  these  things  ; the  winds  however 
have  been  contrary.  The  enemy  are  making  great  preparations 
in  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  Allies  are  not  negligent ; hut 
everything  is  neglected  here,  and  all  the  charge  and  care  fall  on 
the  King  and  the  States. 

French. 

2.  Cojjy  of  a letter  from  Don  Juan  d[e]  Larrea,  Madrid, 
14  Feh.  95-6,  n.s.,  [to  Rooke] . — Naval  preparations  of  the 
French,  either  to  attack  Barcelona,  or  to  pass  the  Straits.  The 
King  [of  Spain]  commanded  that  Rooke  be  informed  of  them,  so 
that  he  “ may  execute  that  which  his  Royal  i^erson  expects.” 

3.  Copy  of  Rooke’s  rejily  to  the  preceding,  and  to  a previous 
letter  of  27  Dec. ; dated  20  Feb. — Is  daily  expecting  a naval  rein- 
forcement from  England  and  Holland.  Hopes  the  King  [of 
Spain]  will  fit  out  his  galleys. 

4.  Extract  from  a letter  of  Lord  Gallway  [to  Rooke] , Turin, 
17  Jan.  1695-6,  n.s. — “ ’Tis  confirmed  by  all  the  advices  I have 
received  that  a considerable  number  of  seamen  is  marching  from 
Rochefort  and  Brest  towards  Thoulon,  some  say  4,  5,  or  6 
thousand.” 

5.  Extract  from  a letter  of  the  same,  24  Jan. — French  pre- 
parations at  Toulon.  “ Some  say  they  will  go  to  Barcelona  ; 
others  that  they  will  attack  yon  at  Cadiz,  being  first  joined  with 
the  other  men-of-W'ar  from  Brest ; and  some  others  say  that  they 
design  to  make  a landing  in  England.” 

6.  “Extract  of  a letter  writ  from  Baris  to  my  Lord  Galhvay, 
in  the  beginning  of  January. — Let  England  look  to  itself,  for 
France  is  forgeing  some  great  undertaking  against  that  kingdom. 
The  fleet  is  to  attemj)t,  cost  what  it  will,  passing  the  Straits  on 
the  latter  end  of  this  month  ; and  King  James  is  ready  to  embark 
on  it  with  many  troops  for  landing  there  ; he  makes  all  possi1)le 
diligence,  and  flatters  himself  more  than  ever  with  a hap^jy 
success.  Of  all  the  English  Lords  that  were  with  him  in  France, 
the  greatest  part  are  gone  over  into  England,  under  pretence  to 
obey  the  last  Parliament’s  orders ; hut  the  true  sul)ject  {sic)  is  to 
foment  more  and  more  discontents,  and  prepare  all  things  for  a 
happy  reception.  The  ten  ships  arrived  from  Canada  are  dis- 
armed, and  the  seamen  gone  to  Toulon,  where  66  ships  are  fitted 
out  already.  In  fine,  all  these  dispositions  require  some 
preparations  on  the  other  side.  Pray  be  discreet  of  what  I tell 
you ; it  was  secretly  communicated  to  me,  and  more,  that  the  two 
Kings  have  had  a long  conference  together  about  it.” 

7.  “Extract  of  a letter  to  Mr.  Cha[rles]  Russell,  of  Cadiz, 
dated  at  St.  Germain’s,  the  29th  of  January,  1696,  n.s. — Our 
Queen’s  falling  desperate  ill  four  days  ago  has  put  both  these 
Courts  to  a great  consternation.  The  King  of  France  has  been 
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here  twice  a day  as  long  as  her  sickness  seemed  dangerous,  and 
sent  one  every  hour  to  bring  him  news  of  her  ; hut,  thank  God, 
she  is  now  past  danger,  her  fever,  which  was  very  hot  and  violent, 
being  over.  By  all  that  I can  find  and  know  in  both  Courts,  we 
design  an  attempt  upon  England.  Mons.  de  Chateraunau 
commands  the  fleet  from  Toulon  to  Brest,  and  Tourville  will  only 
mount  it  there.  The  King  of  France  gives  no  passports  to  any- 
body to  go  for  England.  We  have  (sic)  very  great  preparations 
by  sea  and  land.” 


Peivy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  Feb.  16,  Kensington. — “ King,  Archbishop,  Prince, 
Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Godol- 
phin.  Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Bussell,  Mr.  Secretary,  Shrewsbury. 

“Lord  Capell’s  letter  of  the  1st  Feb.,  concerning  the  King’s 
declaring  the  commencement  of  the  war,  being  read,  the  King 
directs  it  to  be  enquired  into,  and  takes  more  time  to  consider. 

“Peterson’s  petition  being  read,  the  King  .gives  him  half  of 
his  ship  again,  the  other  moiety  being  already  granted  to  the 
Governor  of  Dartmouth.” 

In  Shreivshury' s hand. 

[Caet.]  M.  Smyth  to  [Sheewsbury]  . 

1695  [-6],  Feb.  19. — ...  “ In  my  former  letters  I intimated 

that  the  design  is  this,  that  there  is  a resolution  taken  and 
formed,  and  by  authority  from  France,  to  seize  upon  the  King, 
and  that  at  his  diversion  in  shooting  or  hunting,  and  if  possible 
to  carry  him  off,  they  having  in  a readiness  against  the  time  a 
vessel  to  convey  him  to  France  ; and  in  case  they  cannot  do  so, 
then  they  are  to  gripe  him. 

“ The  method  for  this,  and  how,  I have  been  very  inquisitive 
to  know,  and  have  reasoned  the  matter,  as  first  they  have  got  a 
number  of  officers,  all  or  most  Eoman  Catholics,  to  the  number 
of  fifty,  that  are  to  undertake  the  seizure  ; and  they  in  order  to 
it  have  bought  up  horses  and  furniture,  &c.  . . . 

“ They  are  further  to  have  25  footmen  in  ambuscade  ; and 
upon  the  conclusion  of  this  I am  further  told  that  then  the  mob 
will  be  stirred  up  in  several  parts  of  the  City,  and  the  gentlemen 
are  to  retreat  to  their  several  counties  to  rise,  for  all  methods 
are  concerted  ; and  upon  this  hurly-burly  the  French  fleet  will 
bring  over  the  late  King  James. 

“ The  persons  particularly  employed,  as  I have  hitherto  learned, 
are  these  : Sir  George  Barclay,  who  is  made  a Major-General, 
and  to  command  as  chief  officer  in  this  horrid  design,  and  Major 
Holmes.  These  two  lately  came  from  France,  and  disburse 
money  in  order  to  it,  and  are  principal  actors.  As  for  people  in 
Town,  I do  learn  that  Capt.  Charnock  (who  hath  received  a 
Lieut. -Colonel’s  command),  Capt.  George  Porter,  Mr.  Chambers 
(a  Captain  of  a French  privateer),  Capt.  Boyse,  &c.”  . . . . 
Desires  his  Grace  to  recommend  him  to  the  King’s  favour. 

Copy,  in  the  same  hand  as  Fenwick’s  three  papers  oj  22  Dec. 
1696. 
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[An  Information  by  .] 

1695-6,  Feb.  24,  London. — “Upon  Friday,  the  21st  inst.,  I 
met  with  Capt.  Leeds,  who  hath  been  several  ways  a great 
sufferer  for  King  James’s  interest.  . . . [He]  told  me  that  that 
very  day  he  had  been  sent  for  by  Major  General  Sackfield, 
who  . . . told  him  that  in  a short  time  there  would  be  occasion 
for  honest  men  to  show  themselves.  ...  I am  assured  by  a 
knowing  man  of  that  party  that  there  are  8,000  horsemen  ready 
in  and  about  London,  and  specially  about  the  sea-coasts,  ready 
{sic)  to  join  the  French  in  case  they  should  land.’’ 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1695-6,  Feb.  24,  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — At  a council  of  flag- 
officers  it  was  resolved  to  put  the  King’s  orders  in  execution  with 
the  first  opportunity  of  wind  and  weather.  It  will  take  eight  or 
ten  days  to  ship  the  naval  stores.  We  pretend  to  be  removing 
to  Porte-Mahone.  Seven  ships  are  to  be  left  on  this  station. 
Was  troubled  to  learn  the  King’s  displeasure  at  so  large  a 
detachment  being  sent  to  take  care  of  the  Turkey  ships.  Under- 
stood that  the  enemy  had  a squadron  in  the  Levant.  Mr. 
Gwynn,  consul  at  Mallaga,  being  dead,  Mr.  Nicholas  Hollway,  of 
that  factory,  has  applied  for  power  to  officiate  there  till  the 
King’s  pleasure  be  known.  Has  given  it  him.  Is  concerned  at 
the  great  ships’  having  to  cross  the  ocean  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  Thinks  this  Levant  [wind]  should  bring  the  enemy  down, 
as  likewise  the  Humber  and  the  rest  of  our  ships  from  Algiers. 

[P.S.]  “I  hope  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  will  order  some 
cruisers  in  the  Soundings  to  look  out  for  and  give  us  notice  of 
the  bearing  and  distance  of  the  land.” 

R.  23  March. 


The  N.avy. 

[1696,  Feb.  25.] — -“List  of  his  Majesty’s  ships  in  the  Downs, 
together  with  those  expected  to  join  them.”  The  names  of  46 
English  ships  and  12  Dutch  ships  are  given,  with  the  numbers 
of  their  guns. 

Enclosed  in  HusseU’s  letter  to  Shreu'shury  of  25  Feh.  1695-6. 

Admiral  Russell  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

[16]  95-6,  Feb.  25,  the  Victory,  in  the  Downs. — {Similar  to  liis 
letter  to  Slirewshiiry  of  the  same  date,  printed  hy  Coxe.) 

Copy ; with  a copy  of  the  list  of  ships. 

Council  of  War. 

1695-6,  Feb.  26. — “At  a Council  of  War  held  on  board  his 
Majesty’s  ship  the  Victory  in  the  Downs,  this  26th  Febry. 
1695-6. 

“ Present : The  Right  Honble.  Edward  Russell,  Admiral, 
Chief  Commander  and  Captain  General  of  his  Majesty’s  Navy 
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and  Fleet,  President.  The  Eight  Honble.  John  Lord  Berkeley, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue.  Matthew  Aylmer,  Esq.,  Ahce-Admiral  of 
the  Blue.  Geo.  Byng,  Esq.  Vice-Admiral  Vander  Goes. 

“ Eesolved,  That  the  Eleet,  with  the  first  opportunity  of  wind 
and  weather,  sail  and  stand  over  to  Callais,  sending  ships  to  look 
into  Dunkirke  and  Bullen  Bay.  That  upon  the  intelligence  they 
bring  it  he  referred  to  a Council  of  War  which  way  to  proceed 
with  the  Eleet. 

“The  rendezvous  appointed,  with  hard  easterly  winds,  is  Eye 
Bay ; and  if  with  westerly  winds,  that  the  Fleet  cannot  fetch  the 
Downs,  then  under  the  North  Foreland  is  the  place  of 
rendezvous.” 

Enclosed  in  linsselVs  letter  of  same  date. 

Lists  of  Ships. 

[1696,  Feb.  26.] — “ The  Line  of  Battle. 

“ The  English  to  lead  with  the  larboard,  and  the  Dutch  with 
their  starboard  tacks  on  hoard.” 

This  is  a table  showing  the  names  of  fireships  and  small 
frigates,  the  English  and  Dutch  ships  and  guns,  the  divisions, 
and  the  squadrons.  59  ships  named. 

Enclosed  in  llusseirs  letter  of  this  date. 

1695-6,  Feb.  28,  Victory. — -“List  of  his  Majesty’s  ships  and 
those  of  the  States  General’s  {sic),  nowin  the  Fleet.”  54  names. 

Endorsed  : Ships  with  Admiral  Eussell. 

[An  Information  by .] 

1695-6,  Feb.  26. — “ Capt.  Henry  Davis,  who  formerly  was 
captain  of  an  independent  company  under  King  James,  and 
governor  of  a castle  in  AVales,  which  he  surrendered  by  capitula- 
tion after  King  William’s  coming  into  England,  did  on  Sunday, 
the  16th  inst.,  engage  Capt.  Adrian  Moor,  who  formerly  served 
in  the  second  Eegiment  of  Guards,  to  be  ready  to  go  along  with 
him  to  join  King  James  or  such  as  should  rise  for  him.  . . . 
Capt.  Davis  lodges  in  Gray’s  Inn,  and  Capt.  Moor,  from  whom 
I have  this  relation,  at  the  Bull-head  ale-house  in  Long  Acre, 
Mr.  Hal’s. 

“ I am  very  well  assured  that  the  persons  under  written  design 
to  join  King  James,  or  any  body  of  men  that  shall  appear  in 
arms  for  him: — Major  Morgan  Price,  Mr.  Thomas  Hescott,  Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw,  Lieut.  Kinderick,  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Cuny,  Capt. 
Thomas  Shirley,  Mr.  John  Charleton  and  Lieut.  John  Wood, 
both  now  in  the  Messengers,  [and]  Mr.  Lee,  who  keeps  a strong- 
water  shop  in  Long  Acre,  opposite  to  the  Bull-head  tavern,  who 
said  in  my  hearing  that  he  could  be  content  to  set  the  Crown  of 
England  upon  the  Devil’s  he  [ad],  if  he  could  but  assist  to  pull 
down  King  AVilliam,  and  to  take  the  Crown  off  from  his  head.” 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Eussell. 

1695-6,  Eeb.  29,  AVhitehall. — “Mr.  Secretary  having  received 
a letter  from  Mr.  Keck,  English  Consul  at  Eotterdam,  a copy  of 
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■which  is  here  enclosed,  which  agrees  with  other  advices  we  have 
received,  that  the  design  is  to  land  part  of  the  French  troops  in 
Scotland  ; and  all  this  being  confirmed  by  the  confession  of  one 
of  the  prisoners,  who  informs  that  he  was  told  that  a landing  was 
first  intended  with  3 oi’  4,000  men  in  Scotland,  that  they  were  to 
be  convoyed  by  Du  Bart,  and  commanded  by  the  Duke  of 
Iferwick,  and  that  when  the  King  had  drawn  down  his  troops  to 
oppose  them,  then  the  great  descent  was  to  l)e  made  ; however 
unlikely  this  may  be  in  some  parts  of  it,  his  Majesty  commands 
me  to  send  you  the  copy  I have  before  mentioned,  and  an  extract 
of  such  other  advices  as  I have  received  from  Paris  and  Dunkirke, 
which,  compared  with  what  you  may  have  seen  and  heard  by 
other  means,  may  help  your  information. 

“ If  what  Mr.  Keck  writes  should  prove  true,  and  a detach- 
ment gone  for  Scotland,  ’tis  concluded  they  are  landed,  and  con- 
sequently that  ’tis  too  late  to  prevent  that  part,  but  his  IVIajesty 
commands  me  to  tell  you,  he  leaves  it  to  your  discretion  whether, 
if  you  have  reason  to  credit  such  an  information,  you  may  not 
also  detach  such  a squadron  as  may  intercept  Bart,  and  destroy 
their  transport  ships. 

“ I hope  all  this  is  writ  very  much  in  vain,  and  that  you  are 
now  able  to  assure  his  Majesty  that  no  such  thing  has  or  will 
happen  upon  this  design.” 

Cop;i. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

16‘J5-6,  March  1,  Kensington. — •”  King,  Prince,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Portland, 
Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Sir  George  Hooke’s  letters  and  councils  of  war  were  read. 

“ Mr.  Kussell’s  letter  to  me  read,  and  his  also  to  the  Admiralty. 

“The  Admiralty  called  in. 

“ The  bomb-vessels  and  fireships  ordered  out  with  all  expedition. 

“ The  great  ships  out  as  soon  as  possilile. 

“ If  the  weather  obliges  Mr.  Bussell  to  come  back,  that  they 
send  orders  to  him  to  leave  such  a force  as  may  keep  the  enemy 
from  going  away,  and  hinder  them  from  annoying  the  troops  in 
their  passage  from  Flanders  hither. 

“ Bembo  is  ordered  to  Mr.  Bussell. 

“N.B.  Send  an  advice-boat  to  look  into  Brest  what  prepara- 
tions they  are  making,  and  another  to  look  along  the  coast  if  they 
are  making  preparations  of  transports  any  way  upon  our  coast.” 

In  Shrcivshunj's  hand. 


The  Navy. 

1695-6,  March  1,  Admiralty  Office. — “ The  readiness  of  the 
bomb- vessels,  according  to  the  last  account  from  the  Navy  Board. 

“At  Deptford;  Carcass,  Blast,  Granada,  Furnace,  Serpent — 
graved,  and  may  be  ready  in  eight  or  ten  days,  but  the  beds,  &c., 
not  fitting  the  new  mortars,  makes  it  uncertain. 

“At  Woolwich:  Comet — will  be  dispatched  in  four  or  five 
days  in  respect  to  their  Office.” 
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Admiral  Russell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  3 [o.s.] , Victory,  off  Graveling. — {The  begin- 
ning and  the  end  oj  this  letter  are  printed  by  Coxe.  The 
omitted  2Mssage  in  the  middle  is  as  follows.) 

“ These  men-of-war  I believe  are  Du  Bart’s  squadron,  and  that 
Mons.  Nesmond’s  ships  are  not  joined.  If  any  ships  or  men  had 
been  sent  to  Scotland  (as  your  Grace  seems  to  think  by  the  re- 
port from  the  Hague  and  an  Ostend  privateer),  I think  one  may 
depend  upon  it  that  the  convoy  would  have  been  of  Du  Bart’s 
ship»s,  they  drawing  a less  draught  of  water  than  the  French,  and 
the  people  better  acquainted ; besides,  the  vessels  here  seem  to 
me  to  be  so  numerous  that  I persuade  myself  we  have  them  all 
fast,  and  not  any  of  them  gone,  as  suggested.  If  any  ships  had 
gone  for  Scotland,  and  at  the  time  reported,  as  I have  had  the 
winds,  they  would  have  been  landed  several  days  since,  and  con- 
sequently you  would  have  heard  of  them.” 

Signed.  R.  6 March. 


Admiral  Russell  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

1695-6,  March  3,  the  Victory,  off  Graveling. — “I  have  little 
to  trouble  you  with.  I have  received  your  commands  to  send 
some  small  frigates  to  the  Downs,  as  a guard  to  that  place,  as 
also  to  be  ready  upon  any  service  you  may  have  occasion  to 
command  them ; which  I will  do  the  first  snatch  of  fair  weather. 
At  present  it  blows  hard  northerly,  which  makes  this  a very 
unquiet  place,  besides  a lee  shore.  You  are  pleased  to  direct 
my  keeping  ships  to  cruise  off  Calais,  to  prevent  any  of  their 
ships  going  out.  I hope  you  do  not  think  me  so  remiss  in  my 
duty  that  I would  omit  doing  it.  I design  to  send  the  Bonadven- 
ture  hired  ship  to  Dartmouth  with  all  the  tenders  that  are  bound 
to  the  westward  for  men,  whose  lieutenants  lie  at  Plymouth  and 
Dartmouth,  and  to  return  with  them  as  soon  as  possible  off 
Cape  de  Hague  {sic)  and  the  Wight.  I design  to  order  the  Portland, 
Litchfeild,  and  Saphire  to  cruise,  calling  in  at  St.  Hellin’s  every 
four  days  for  orders,  which  you  will  please  to  direct  as  you  shall 
judge  necessary. 

“ I send  you  enclosed  the  result  of  the  Captains*  that  I ordered 
in  with  Sir  Clow.  Shovell,  after  they  had  consulted  with  the 
Pilots  ; from  which  I conclude  nothing  can  be  attempted  on  the 
ships.  The  first  fair  weather  I design  to  come  over  for  Dover 
Road  or  the  Downs,  leaving  Sir  Clow.  Shovell  with  a squadron  of 
ships  to  tend  on  this  place. 

[P.S.]  4 March.  . . . “If  you  do  send  any  bomb-vessels 

hither,  I am  informed  by  my  Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  Clow.  Shovell 
that  Capt.  Benbow  best  understands  the  management  of  them, 
and  therefore  desire  you  will  send  him  with  them.” 

Copy.  R.  6 March. 


* See  next. 


309 


Dunkibk. 


1695-6,  March  3,  on  board  H.M.  ship  Windsor,  between  Dun- 
kirke  and  Graveling. — “ Copy  of  the  Officers’  opinions  that  were 
sent  in  to  view  the  ships  at  Dunkirke. 

“ We  have  viewed  the  ships  in  Flemish  Eoad,  and  observe  [d] 
nine  sail  had  their  yards  and  topmasts  struck,  some  with  their 
shrouds  lashed  to  the  mast  ; of  which  number  we  judge  five 
carry  from  fifty  to  sixty  guns  or  upwards.  Two  of  the  biggest  of 
the  five  are  Dutch  built,  the  rest  French.  The  other  four  are  of 
forty  guns  or  upward  [s],  one  of  them  a fly-boat.  They  are 
placed  to  the  eastward  of  Dunkirke  pier-head.  Thej^  have  also 
in  Flemish  Pioad  four  frigates  of  about  twenty  guns,  which  lie 
near  the  i^ier-head,  and  get  [got?]  under  sail  upon  the  approach 
of  our  ships;  with  whom  lie  about  ten  half-galleys  and  other 
boats. 

“ Upon  examining  the  Dutch  pilots  sent  by  Mr.  Meesters,  they 
declare  that  three  days  hence,  when  the  tides  are  mended,  if  the 
wind  be  from  the  S.  to  the  W.S.W.,  a fresh  gale,  they  will 
venture  to  pilot  our  ships  of  fifteen  to  sixteen  foot  water 
(Flemish)  through  the  Flemish  Koad,  and  out  at  the  East 
Channel  by  'Newport,  provided  we  do  not  anchor ; and  they  say 
they  must  not  be  contradicted  by  the  captains  or  any  officers  in 
conducting  the  ship[s];  and  if  accidents  happen  to  any  ship’s 
masts,  so  as  to  bring  them  by  the  board,  it  will  endanger  losing 
the  ship. 

“We  also  examined  the  pilots  that  came  from  Newport;  they 
declare  themselves  ignorant  of  the  sands  or  channels  about 


Dunkirke,  and  came  only  to  take  charge  of  such  ships  as  shall 
sail  to  Ostend  or  Newport,  in  order  to  convoy  the  forces  from 
thence. 

“This  being  what  we  have  observed  and  heard  from  the  pilots, 
[we]  do  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  General  [Russell]  with 
the  whole  matter,  in  order  to  receive  his  further  directions.” 


Clowd.  Shovell 
Tho.  Warren 
B.  Beaumont 
Richd.  Kirkehy 
Willm.  Kerr 
Tho.  Robinson 
Fred.  Weighman 
Cha.  Wager 
Kerril  Roffey 
J.  Worthington 

I'uo  copies,  enclosed  in  Russell's 
Xos.  110  and  114.) 


Josias  [or  Jos.]  Crow 
Richd.  Athy 
Jno.  Redman 
James  Jesson 
Edwd.  Acton 
Jno.  Mitchell 
Chas.  Moore 
8aml.  Whittaker 
Danl.  Reeves 
Tho.  Long 

letters  of  3 March.  {Vol.  15, 


Col.  James  Richards  to  [the  Admiralty  Board]. 

1695-6,  March  4. — “According  to  the  orders  you  sent  me  last 
night  from  their  Lordships  of  the  Admiralty,  I have  this  day 
done  my  utmost  to  get  the  bomb-ships  away ; but  the  absence  of 
the  commanders,  that  are  gone  up  to  indent  for  their  provisions. 
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the  several  wants  of  boatswains’  and  carpenters’  stores,  and  the 
time  it  requires  to  get  the  men  from  the  yards  and  ord[i]n[a]ry, 
has  made  it  not  possible  to  sail  this  day.  I am  assured  all  shall 
be  completed  this  night,  and  on  my  part  nothing  shall  hinder 
me  sailing  tomorrow’s  tide,  and  follow  [ing]  their  Lordships’ 
commands. 

“ I suppose,  when  I have  got  the  ships  manned  at  the  Nore, 
there  will  be  a convoy  and  directions  where  I am  to  find  the  Fleet. 
I must  desire  that  all  the  commanders  of  these  vessels  may  have 
the  same  orders  they  had  last  for  the  receiving  and  victualling 
the  fireworkers  and  bomharders  I shall  send  on  board  them  ; as 
also  that  they  enter  one  man  for  103^  boat’s  crew  as  they  did  last 
3^ear,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  allow  them. 

“ Mr.  Hardin  sa}’s  he  cannot  deliver  me  a ten-oared  boat 
without  a particular  order ; that  I had  last  year  I lost  at  St. 
Malloes.  The  wind  is  here  N.  and  N.  and  b.  E.,  and  blows  very 
fresh,  so  that,  if  it  holds  tomorrow,  we  can’t  get  far. 

“ I send  this  bearer  up  to  you  for  these  last  orders,  and  if  their 
Lordships  have  ai\v  more  commands  for  me,  he  is  ordered  to 
wait  for  them.  I shall  sail  with  all  the  l)omb-vessels  except  the 
Terror,  so  that  I go  with  seven  old  mortars,  and  five  new.” 

Copy,  endorsed  hij  Shrcnshunj  : Admy.  Office,  March  4th, 
95-6. 

The  Admiralty  [Board]  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  4,  9 at  night.  Admiralty  Office. — Enclose  a 
letter  from  Col.  Eichards.  Of  the  twelve  mortars  put  on  board 
the  vessels,  seven  Avere  employed  last  year. 

Signed : H.  Preistman,  Eobt.  Austen,  E.  Eich,  J.  Kendall. 
Endorsed  : Letter  from  the  Admiralt}'. 

Orders  b}'  Admiral  Eussell  to  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovell. 

1695-6,  March  5,  the  Victory,  off  Graveling. — “B3'  the  Eight 
Ilonhle.  Edward  Eussell,  Admiral,  Chief  Commander,  and  Captain 
General  of  his  Majesty’s  Navy  and  Fleet,  &c. 

“ You  are  hereby  required  (wind  and  weather  permitting)  to 
continue  upon  this  station,  at  an  anchor  or  cruising,  as  3'ou 
shall  judge  most  for  the  service,  till  further  order  ; taking  under 
your  command  the  ships  mentioned  in  the  margin  [31  »aHU'.s] , 
and  using  your  liest  endeavours  to  prevent  any  of  the  transport 
vessels  getting  out  from  Calais,  as  also  the  enemy’s  shijis  of  war 
now  lying  near  Dunkirke  ; and,  as  frequently  as  possible,  to 
observe  their  motions  and  preparations,  lest  any  of  them  should 
put  to  sea  with  some  transport  ships  for  the  north  parts  of 
England  or  Scotland  ; and  in  case  3"Ou  find  an  opportunity  to 
anno}"  the  enemy  by  3"our  fireships  or  bomli-vessels,  3^011  are  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  destroy  them.  Upon  your 
examining  into  the  condition  of  the  ships  left  Avith  3’ou  (as  to 
men),  if  you  find  those  ma3'  be  spared  that  belong  to  the  ships 
fitting  from  Chatham,  you  are  to  send  them  to  the  Nore  to  he 
delivered  to  their  proper  ships,  for  their  more  speedy  dispatch 
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for  the  sea.  You  are  to  transmit  frequent  accounts  of  your 
proceedings  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
I herewith  send  you  the  opinion  of  the  Pilots  taken  liefore 
yourself  and  several  of  the  Commanders.” 

“ To  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovell,  Kt.,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Pied 
Squadron  of  his  Majesty’s  Fleet.” 

Copn.  Annexed: — 

List  of  “Ships  brought  with  me  [Russell] 'from  the  coast  of 
France.’’  In  the  Downs,  21  ships  (named).  Ordered  up  the 
River,  11  ships  (named). 


Shrewsbury  to  Adjiiral  Russell. 

1695-6,  March  6,  Whitehall. — “ I have  received  your  letter  of 
the  3rd  and  4th,  and  am  sorry  there  is  [arc]  no  hopes  of  success 
against  the  enemy’s  men-of-war.  It  the  weather  has  not 
2)revented,  I suppose  six  of  the  homh-vessels  are  with  you,  hut 
I doubt  the  winds  have  been  so  strong  these  two  last  days  that 
it  has  been  impossible  for  them  to  sail.  I have  here  enclosed 
sent  you  what  advices  we  have  from  France,  which  are  less 
exact  than  they  use  to  he,  because  the  letters  from  all  the  i)orts 
in  France  are  stop2>ed,  and  what  I now  send  you  is  only  what  I 
can  learn  from  Paris.” 

Copy. 

Adjiiral  Russell  to  the  Lords  of  ihe  Admiralty. 

[16]  95-6,  March  6,  the  Victory,  off  Calais. — Sends  [a  co)iy  of] 
the  orders  left  with  Sir  Clow.  Shovell,  and  a list  of  the  ships 
that  come  with  him  (Russell)  to  the  Downs.  Will  order  the 
ships  to  the  Nore,  as  directed.  Has  not  yet  reduced  all  the  ships 
to  their  middle  complement,  as  cruisers  on  the  French  coast  may 
require  their  whole  number,  for  it  is  a terrible  coast  to  lie  on  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  Capt.  Benbow  arrived  here  on  Wednes- 
day’ last.  Will  leave  him  with  Shovell.  “ He  tells  me  all  the 
mortars  to  these  bomb-vessels  are  fixed  not  to  traverse  ; if  so, 
they  will  be  of  little  use  in  a tide’s  way.”  Has  asked  leave  to 
return.  Is  glad  “ the  thought  of  landing  at  this  time  is  laid 
aside.”  Bad  weather  yesterday,  &c.  Lord  Berkeley  has  desired 
leave  to  go  to  London  “ upon  the  sale  of  his  house.”  All  the 
officers  of  the  Fleet  are  signing  “an  Address  and  Association 
as  soon  as  it  is  completed  at  the  Nore  and  Blackstakes  it  shall  be 
sent  iqi  to  London.  Fancies  the  enemy’s  troo^is  are  dis^iersing. 

“ Extract with  a copy  of  the  orders  referred  to. 

Capel  to  the  King. 

[1696,  March  7,  Dublin  Castle.]— “ May  it  please  your 
^lajesty  to  give  me  leave  with  all  your  good  subjects  to  con- 
gratulate the  ha^i^iy  discovery  of  the  horrid  and  barbarous 
conspiracy  that  was  carrying  on  against  your  most  sacred  life, 
the  timely  detecting  whereof  will,  I hope,  have  this  good  effect, 
as  to  shew  the  world  the  true  zeal  your  jieo^ile  have  for  the 
lireservation  of  your  ^Majesty’s  person,  and  be  one  means  of 
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distinguishing  your  faithful  servants  and  subjects  from  such  as 
pretend  to  he  so,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  are  inclined  to  favour 
the  design  of  those  who  continue  these  hellish  plots  against  your 
Majesty  and  your  kingdoms. 

“ I think  it  my  duty  with  all  humility  upon  this  occasion  to 
offer  to  your  Majesty’s  most  serious  consideration  how  far  it  may 
he  consistent  with  the  security  of  your  person  (upon  which  singly 
the  welfare  of  all  Christendom  as  well  as  that  of  your  own  Dominions 
depends)  to  continue  in  great  employments  and  trusts  persons 
who  are  esteemed  dubious  to  your  interest,  and  easy  to  Ije 
reconciled  to  the  late  King’s ; the  prospect  whereof,  and  the 
belief  of  their  readiness  to  support  their  designs,  gives  your 
enemies,  in  my  poor  opinion,  no  little  encouragement  to  carry 
on  these  their  devilish  plots  and  conspiracies.  But  I trust  in 
God  they  will  be  all  blasted  and  disappointed,  and  that  your 
Majesty  will  live  to  see  your  desire  upon  your  enemies.” 

Copy,  enclosed  in  the  following. 


Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95-6,  March  7,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  have  your  Grace’s  of 
the  25th  of  the  last  month,  and  bless  God  that  our  enemies  are 
disappointed,  and  the  person  of  the  King  so  miraculously  preserved 
by  His  immediate  providence. 

“ There  is  not  any  appearance  yet  here  that  may  cause  more  to 
be  done  than  what  the  Justices  by  law  may  do  ; whenever  there 
is,  there  shall  be  no  pains  nor  resolution  wanting  to  secure  this 
kingdom  to  his  Majesty’s  obedience. 

“ I thought  to  give  your  Grace  some  poor  reflections  of  my 
own  upon  this  conjuncture  of  affairs,  but  having  here  enclosed 
sent  your  Grace  a copy  of  my  letter  to  the  King,  you  will  there 
find  my  zeal  to  this  interest,  and  my  weak  opinion  that  till  we 
leave  trimming  and  trust  none  hut  who  are  faithful  to  this  cause, 
that  neither  the  person  of  the  King  is  safe,  nor  is  our  country 
like  to  make  any  progress  in  the  true  interest  thereof.” 

K.  13.  Enclosure  ; see  preceding. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1695-6,  March  8,  Kensington. — “King,  Prince,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Chamber- 
lain,  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ The  Parliament  in  Ireland  to  he  adjourned  to  some  time 
about  the  latter  end  of  June. 

“ Sir  Charles  Hedges  to  be  advised  with  how  this  agrees  with 
other  cases  here. 

“ My  Lord  Keeper  to  be  writ  to,  to  suspend  ex"  [execution?] 
till  he  hears  further. 

“ Send  Blackwell’s  hill  drawn  upon  me  to  the  Treasury. 

“ If  the  Envoye  of  Portugal  will  send  away  the  domestics,  the 
King  consents. 
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“ Proposal  from  the  Admiralty  for  fortifying  Plymouth  was 
read,  and  the  King  says  himself  will  send  some  engineers  down, 
and  speak  to  them  himself. 

“Mr.  Eussell  has  his  Majesty’s  leave  to  return  to  town  forth- 
with. 

“ A^achts  and  convoy  ordered  for  the  Yenetian  Ambassadors.” 

In  Shreicshur}/ s lumd. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Piussell. 

[16]95-G,  March  8,  London. — “Your  letter  of  the  Gth  having 
been  laid  this  evening  before  his  Majesty,  at  the  Com[mittee]  of 
Council,  he  does  not  only  consent  that  you  return  hither,  but 
desires  it  may  be  with  all  convenient  speed.  I conclude  there- 
fore it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  see  you.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  9,  o.s..  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — Is  staying  for  a fair 
wind,  having  about  70  English  merchant  shijis,  besides  Dutch 
and  others,  in  his  company.  About  a month  since  the  enemy 
were  getting  out  to  their  rendezvous  at  the  Isles  of  Eres[H3'eres]. 
Having  the  start  of  them,  hopes  to  get  home  without  their  being 
able  to  do  any  damage.  “ The  Huml)er  and  the  ships  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Clarke,  after  seeing  the  Turkey  shijis  as  high 
as  Cape  Mattapan,  and  doing  his  business  at  Algier,  arrived  here 
the  27th  past.”  Will  have  to  leave  certain  ships  l)ehind  for 
repairs,  Ac.,  with  orders  to  follow. 

R.  Ap.  10th. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  10-20,  Turin. — Announces  the  return  of  his 
R.H.,  who  continues  to  suffer  from  a cold,  but  is  no  longer  fever- 
ish. His  journey  had  nothing  mysterious  about  it.  The  arrivals 
of  the  Marquis  de  Leganes  and  Prince  Eugene  are  exjiected,  when 
some  measures  for  the  campaign  can  be  taken.  The  Toulon 
fleet,  which  left  the  Isles  of  Yeres  on  the  13th  inst.,  had  returned, 
having  found  the  wind  contrary.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Erench 
have  no  other  design  than  to  pass  the  Strait,  for,  having  embarked 
no  troops  or  artillery,  they  cannot  attempt  anything  against  Cata- 
lonia. Advices  from  Paris  begin  to  speak  with  less  assurance  of 
the  success  of  King  James’s  enterprise. 

French.  R.  31  [March]  1696. 

D.  Abercrombie  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  12  and  16,  London. — “Being  convinced,  by  a 
late  account  the  Jacobites  have  received,  that,  notwithstanding 
their  present  disappointment,  the  design  of  invading  either 
England  or  Scotland,  or  both  at  once,  and  sooner  perhaps  too 
than  now  we  are  aware  of,  is  not  for  all  that  laid  aside,  and  that 
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my  own  and  only  brother  the  Jesuit  is  chiefly  concerned  in  the 
whole  matter,  I do  here  offer,  that  (sic)  if  your  Clrace  will  be 
pleased  to  send  me  down  to  Scotland,  ...  to  deliver  him  into 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  ...  I discovered  him  at  his 
first  coming  over  into  England,  in  two  different  accounts  to  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  though  to  no  purpose.  Had  your  Grace 
been  at  that  time  in  your  now  station,  undoubtedly  all  the 
mischief  he  has  done  since,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  had 
been  early  prevented.” 

^1  paper  and  a letter.  Seal. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95-6,  March  13,  Dublin  Castle. — . . . “The  Judges 
are  now  in  their  circuits ; the  Justices  of  the  Peace  are  now  of 
course  executing  the  Disarming  Act ; both  which  happen  very 
fortunately,  and  I have  now  returns  from  the  several  counties  of 
the  posture  of  the  Militia;  so  that  what  I have  alreadily  (s/r) 
acquainted  your  Grace  with  (before  this  plot  ))roke  out)  of  the 
manner  of  my  having  disposed  of  the  Army  and  garrisons,  I 
doubt  not  but  we  shall  be  in  a readiness  should  any  attempt  be 
made  within  the  kingdom. 

“ The  City  of  Dublin  have  made  an  address  to  his  Majesty, 
which  I send  your  Grace  this  post.  They  have  been  very 
unanimous  in  it,  and  there  is  an  Association  going  on  likewise, 
which  they  tell  me  will  be  very  unanimous. 

“ I received  your  Grace’s,  the  last  post  save  one,  of  March  the 
3rd.” 

E.  27,  96. 


Rob.  Young  to  Shrew’sbury. 

1695-6,  March  14,  the  King’s  Bench  Prison. — “ As  in  conscience 
I am  obliged,  I gave  his  Majesty  an  account  already  of  some 
dangerous  persons  who  lies  [lie]  lurking  about  this  prison, 
purely  for  safeguard.  They  have  for  the  major  part  abandoned 
their  houses  in  the  City,  and  has  [have]  been  so  open  enemies 
to  his  Majesty’s  peace  and  tranquillity  that  they  have  kept  a 
weekly  Jacobite  Club  at  one  Mr.  Vain’s  in  the  Mint  in  Southwark, 
and  at  a place  called  the  Hole  in  the  Wall  in  London,  and  at  one 
Mr.  Shrimpton’s  at  the  Monument,  in  Blackman  Street.  My 
Lord,  the  Mint  and  the  White  Friars  are  the  two  only  places 
where  all  roguery  is  hatched,  and  places  likewise  where  nobody 
is  questioned  what  they  are  nor  from  whence  they  come,  because 
they  are  privileged  places.  In  the  Mint,  the  major  part  are  all 
Jacobites,  and  likewise  the  White  Friars,  where,  in  their  Clubs, 
and  correspondence  with  great  ones,  whom  as  yet  I dare  not 
name,  they  have  not  only  vilified  this  Government,  but  kept  a 
close  correspondence  with  France.  My  cousin  Crafford,  who 
went  away  with  the  late  King  James,  has  been  here  with  advice 
from  France  several  times,  and  froh(  England  to  Ireland.  He 
was  here  about  three  weeks  agone,  and  was  with  Mr.  Joseph 
Shuff',  who  dispersed  his  letters.  . . . 
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“I  formerly  gave  an  account  how  that  his  Majesty  was  to  he 
assassinated  as  he  went  to  Ireland,  and,  after  that  failed,  how  that 
his  Majesty’s  house  was  to  be  burned,  and,  that  failing  to  come 
to  that  head  which  they  expected,  how  that  his  Majesty  was  to  he 
shot  at  the  delivery  of  a petition  by  Capt.  John  O’Bryan,  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose  ; and  many  other  discoveries  I made,  as 
will  appear  l)y  my  informations  lodged  in  the  custody  of  Mr. 
Aaron  Smith,  Mr.  Ilarhord,  and  Secretary  Trencher,  who  is  since 
dead.  Yet  notwithstanding  all  I was  overpowered  by  great 
persons,  some  of  whom  will  now  be  found  deeply  engaged  l)efoi'e 
all  be  done.  Now,  may  it  please  your  Grace,  this  plot  in  all 
appearance  is  quashed,  but  I say  no ; for  his  Majesty’s  life  is 
still  in  danger  by  jioison,  and  that  l)y  a person  now  at  Court,  who 
waits  the  French  King’s  resolutions.” 

Seal. 


G.uav.w  to  Shrewsrury. 

Khlu-C),  March  14-24,  Turin. — We  heard  yesterday  of  the  design 
( ]>arti)  of  the  French  in  England,  which  they  proposed  to 
support  with  12,000  men,  and  by  the  presence  of  King  James. 
God  be  praised  for  having  preserved  the  King  from  the  hands  of 
these  assassins.  It  is  very  sad  to  know  that  the  King’s  person  is 
exposed  to  such  great  dangers,  and  that  there  are  men  so  wicked 
as  to  conspire  against  his  life ; but  in  other  respects  this  cannot 
hut  do  good  to  affairs  in  general,  and  all  Europe,  watching 
for  the  embarcation  at  Calais,  and  being  curious  about  the 
event,  will  show  detestation  of  so  execralde  a design.  Ilis  Pi. 
H.’s  continued  illness  has  greatly  delayed  the  preparations  for  the 
campaign. 

French.  Pi.  31  [March]  1696. 


Privy  Coincil  ^Minutes. 

1695-6,  March  15,  Kensington. — “ King,  Prince,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Archbisliop,  Lord  Godol])hin,  Lord  Steward,  Shrewsbury, 
Lord  Chamlierlain,  Lord  Portland,  Mr.  llussell,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Lord  Deputy's  letter  of  the  2nd  March  being  read,  it  is 
ordered  to  he  considered  again. 

“ Chaloner  to  lie  sent  for  once  more  to  the  Council,  and 
[they  will]  endeavour  to  get  what  they  can  out  of  him,  before  his 
warrant  be  delivered  out. 

“The  King  resolves  to  keep  a squadron  to  observe  the  Dunkirk 
squadron. 

“I  told  them  there  is  still  an  expectation  that  [if]  the  Toulon 
fleet,  joining  with  those  fitting  out  in  the  Ocean,  should  come 
into  the  Channel,  [it  will]  be  superior,  and  cover  a landing,  if 
they  2>lease,  either  from  Brest  or  Callais. 

“ Mr.  Russell  is  against  any  of  the  Fleet  going  to  Spithead  till 
they  are  strong  enough  to  ojipose  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and  for 
making  the  rendezvous  in  the  Downs.” 

In  Shreirslinrij'.'i  hand. 
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Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  17-27,  Turin. — Has  been  informed  of  the 
particulars  of  the  conspiracy  against  the  King.  Hopes  the  Fleet 
under  Admiral  Eussell  will  retaliate  on  the  enemy  some  portion 
of  the  evil  they  intended  to  do  us.  The  enemy  at  Pignerol  and 
Suse  are  much  astonished  at  the  ill  success  of  King  James’s 
voyage,  on  which  they  had  founded  such  great  hopes  that  in 
several  provinces  they  had  made  bonfires  and  other  public 
rejoicings,  as  if  England  had  already  been  concpiered.  The  son 
of  Lord  Broadalbin  (sic)  has  been  here  two  days  ; he  is  very 
young,  and  says  nothing.  His  tutor  speaks  like  a man  very 
zealous  for  the  King’s  service.  Knows  however  that  he  did  irot 
speak  thus  at  Geneva  at  the  beginning  of  this  affair.  Has 
presented  the  young  man  to  their  Eoyal  Highnesses  ; he  is  to 
depart  tomorrow,  in  order  to  continue  his  journey  to  Eome. 

French.  E.  April  4,  1696. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  95  [-6],  March  18,  Dublin  Castle. — “ I have  your  Grace’s 
of  the  10th  instant,  and  have,  by  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
appointed  the  27th  of  June  to  be  the  day  to  which  the  Parliament 
should  adjourn. 

“I  have  had  a Declaration  signed  by  all  the  Council,  proper 
for  the  Council  only.  It  was  brought  in  by  my  Lord 
Blessing  [ton] , who  was  zealous  in  it,  and  I send  your  Grace  a 
copy  of  it  here  enclosed. 

“We  continue  here  all  in  quiet,  and  unless  Mens,  de  Nezmon 
visits  us,  I hope  we  may  continue  so.” 

Endorsed  hy  Shreicshury:  E.  27,  1696,  with  a [n]  Association 
from  the  Council. 

[Mons.]  Hunziger  to  Lord  Galway. 

1696,  March  21-31,  Basle. — “Le  zele  que  j’ay  tousiours  eu 
pour  le  seruice  de  sa  Majeste,  et  pour  sa  conseruation,  m’  oblige, 
Mylord,  a sacrifier  tons  mes  interests  pour  vous  donner  vn  aduis 
tres  important,  qui  regarde  tant  la  vie  de  ce  grand  Prince,  que 
Tinterest  de  I’Europe. 

“ Je  diray  done,  Mylord,  que  le  Eoy  Jaques  estant  a Calais 
avec  vne  trouppe  de  Jesuites,  j’  appris  d’un  de  ces  derniers,  du 
Couuent  de  St.  Omer,  Irlandois  de  nation,  que  les  auteurs  des 
consjjirations  ne  se  rebuttoyent  pas  pour  auoir  estes  decouuert 
par  vn  espece  de  miracle.  J’eus  le  bonheur  d’apprqndre  par  ce 
mesme,  la  decouuerte  de  cet  horrible  attentat,  a cause  que  le 
vaisseau  qui  va  a la  decouuerte,  en  apporta  trois  jours  apres  les 
nouuelles  au  Eoy  Jaques,  qui  fit  cesser  tous  les  preparatifs 
pour  vne  flotte  de  trois  cent  voiles  qui  estoyent  a Calais.  Le 
Capitaine  s’appelle  Guillaume  Gilles,  qui  fait  voile  du 
coste  depuis  Douuvres  jusques  pres  de  I’lsle  de  Vight,  et  qui 
remet  les  pacquets  dans  vn  village  a vne  lieue  dans  les  terres, 
qu’un  matelot  de  I’equippage  m’a  nommb  Hedden  [Iden  ?] , aussi 
bien  que  d’autres  tant  de  Calais  que  de  Boulogne  qui  vont  a la 
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maison  rouge  sur  les  costes  de^a  de  la  Rie  [Rye] . Le  mattellot 
m’adjoutta  que  les  gardes  des  costes  les  laissent  passer,  si  bien 
que  les  Protestans  de  Calais  m’ont  assure  qu’il  passe  deux  fois  la 
semeine  des  personnes  masquees,  qui  vienneiit,  ou  vout  en  Angle- 
terre ; et  qu’il  y a six  barques  longues  de  Calais  qui  apporlent 
vne  si  grande  quantite  de  laines  que  sans  ce  conierce  la  ville  seroit 
dans  vne  extreme  disette.  J’en  ais  veu  arriver  plus  de  quarante 
en  neuf  jours  de  temps  que  j’y  fus  du  temps  que  le  Roy  Jaques  y 
estoit,  mais  tons  masques  ou  d6guis6s.  J’ay  tente  de  passer  de 
Fumes  a Nieuport  des  le  comencement  de  ces  preparatifs,  mais 
il  m’a  este  impossible  de  reussir,  si  bien  que  dans  vne  chose  ou  il 
s’agit  de  la  vie  du  plus  grand  prince  du  monde,  mes  amis  m’ont 
obliges  d’en  donner  aduis  a vostre  Grandeur.” 

Lord  Galway  will  remember  the  benefits  which  he  conferred 
on  the  waiter  at  the  recommendation  of  M.  de  Roniagnac,  and  the 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  Duke  de  Schomberg  in  his  behalf  ; 
and  that  he  went  to  Yitthall  [Whitehall]  to  procure  a passport 
for  him,  as  a captain,  to  Piedmont ; but  his  friends  would  not  allow 
him  to  serve  any  longer.  “ Cependant  vne  facheuse  nouvelle  de 
Calais  m’obligea  de  prendre  vne  capitaine-lieutenance  au 
regiment  de  Stoppa,  pour  retirer  le  bien  de  mon  espouse,  qu’un 
de  ses  freres  pretendoit  auoir  en  vertu  de  ledit  touchant  le  bien 
des  Refugies;  et  mesme  je  fus  oblige  lann6e  pass6e  dy  faii-e  venir 
ma  famille.”  Asks  for  some  employment,  and  wishes  to  know, 
through  Lord  Galway’s  secretary,  wiiether  he  should  present  him- 
self at  Turin.  Is  going  to  Zurich,  to  his  uncle  “ Monseigr.  le 
Zunftmeister  Greutter.”  Desires  this  to  be  kept  secret,  or  his 
family,  in  France,  w'ould  be  lost. 

Capel  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 95-6,  March  23,  Dublin  Castle. — “I  have  troubled  your 
Grace  ever  [y]  post  since  the  In-eaking  out  of  this  horrid  plot  with 
a letter,  lest  his  Majesty  should  be  wanting  in  a constant  infor- 
mation of  the  state  of  this  kingdom.  I cannot  alter  a tittle  of 
what  my  former  letters  have  made  mention  to  your  Grace,  for  we 
are  all  here  in  great  peace  and  quiet,  and  all  the  ferment  w'ehave 
here  is  amongst  the  Protestants  in  their  forwardness  to  shew  wiio 
shall  be  most  zealous  in  asserting  his  Majesty’s  right,  and  stand- 
ing by  his  person.” 

R.  27,  16*96. 


Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1695-6,  March  23,  o.s.,  Queen,  at  Cadiz. — “ I am  sorry  to  tell 
your  Grace  we  have  made  more  haste  than  good  speed ; for  on 
the  13th  inst.  we  sailed  from  this  port  with  a fair  wind,  but  that 
night  it  shifted,  and  took  us  short  with  thick,  dirty  weather,  so 
that  we  were  forced  to  keep  sea  for  five  days,  in  which  time  w'e 
sprung  several  masts,  split  many  sails,  and  racked  our  great 
ships  almost  to  pieces ; but  on  Wednesday,  the  18th,  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  clear  weather  to  get  in  again,  and  ’twas  happy  we 
made  use  of  it;  for  since  it  has  been  very  tempestuous,  insomuch 
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that  several  of  the  largest  Dutch  ships-of-war  and  divers  English 
merchant-men  broke  their  anchors  in  the  hay,  and  were  in  great 
danger  of  being  lost. 

“We  have  advice  of  several  wrecks  appearing  on  the  coast, 
and  particularly  of  [that]  three  Dutch  ships,  one  of  them  called 
the  Saint  Peter,  being  of  44  guns,  are  lost  between  this  and  Cape 
Traflagar  {sic) ; and,  my  Lord,  had  we  kept  the  sea  this  storm,  1 
do  really  believe  the  like  misfortune  had  befallen  most  of  our 
great  ships,  for  they  made  very  bad  weather  while  we  were  out, 
though  we  had  not  much  wind,  nor  near  so  great  a sea  as  I have 
seen ; yet  the  Eoyal  William  often  rolled  her  middle  tier,  and 
sometimes  her  upper  tier,  of  ports  in  the  water,  insomuch  that 
they  were  apprehensive  she  would  never  right  again ; so  that  I 
am  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  the  exposing  our  great  shi])s  in 
the  winter  season  will  at  one  time  or  other  be  very  fatal  to  us ; 
and  I do  affirm  to  your  Grace  that  this  ruffle  has  wrought  and 
worn  them  more  than  four  summers’  service  would  have 
done.” 

Cannot  learn  that  the  enemy  are  at  sea.  Has  certain  ships 
abroad  on  the  look  out  for  them.  Encloses  a copy  of  orders  to 
Capt.  Leake. 

K.  ‘29  x\pril.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  Orders  given  by  Sir  George  Rooke,  Admiral,  to  Capt. 
Andrew  Leake,  of  the  Canterbury,  left  as  commander-in-chief  of 
H.  M.  ships  in  the  Mediterranean,  7 March  1G95-6. — Names  of 
seven  ships  placed  under  his  command.  To  annoy  the  King’s 
enemies,  and  secure  the  trade  of  his  subjects.  To  take  or  destroy 
any  ships  belonging  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  or  the  French 
King,  or  their  subjects.  To  keep  a clean  frigate  in  the  Straits’ 
mouth,  to  look  out  for  the  French  fleet,  and  on  discovering  them 
to  make  sail  for  England,  &c.  To  fetch  stores  left  at  Port 
Mohon  (sic).  If  ordered  to  send  any  ships  up  to  Leghorne,  one 
of  them  is  to  receive  on  board  there  Sir  Thomas  Deerham’s  goods. 
“ To  wear  a broad  red  pendant  of  distinction.”  In  case  of  his 
being  incapacitated,  Capt.  John  Baker  is  to  command. 

2.  An  account  taken  from  several  persons  belonging  to  a 
Genouese  ship,  of  particulars  relating  to  the  French  fleet  in  the 
bay  of  Toulon,  &c. ; 26  Feb.  95-6. 

8.  A report  taken  from  the  officers  of  an  /^Igierian  ship,  which 
had  conveyed  a Turkish  Ambassador  from  Algier  to  Toulon,  as  to 
the  French  ships  in  Toulon  Bay  ; 2 March  1695-6. 

Endorsement  of  2 and  B .•  A copy  of  Capt.  Baker’s  account 
from  Tollonne. 


Galway  to  Shbewsbuky. 

1695-6,  March  24-April  3,  Turin. — The  Marquis  de  Leganes 
left  yesterday,  after  agreeing  with  his  R.H.  to  prepare  for  the  siege 
of  Pignerol.  Owing  to  the  bad  weather  the  French  preparations 
have  been  relaxed.  It  appears  that  the  discovery  of  the  con- 
spiracy will  oblige  them  to  change  all  their  measures  for  this 
campaign.  There  was  a report  that  the  French  fleet  had  quitted 
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the  Isles  of  Yeres.  His  R.H.  is  very  ill ; it  is  not  true  that  he 
sent  Count  Vernon  to  Rome,  as  alleged. 

French.  R.  Ai)ril  11,  1696. 

Galway  to  Shkewsbury. 

1696,  March  28-April  7,  Turin. — Hends  a letter  which  may 
give  some  hints  for  the  safety  of  the  King’s  person,  and  for  dis- 
covering the  enemy’s  intelligences  in  England.  Is  not  acquainted 
with  “this  officer,’’  but  will  inquire  about  him.  Does  not 
remember  having  seen  him  at  London  ; however,  he  seems  to 
report  the  truth.  Will  send  for  him.  His  R.H.  is  better,  but 
the  Duchess  is  always  ill.  The  French  fleet  certainly  departed 
on  the  22nd,  hut  will  meet  with  much  bad  weather  before  passing 
the  Strait. 

The  son  of  M.  de  Tremhlees  is  to  present  to  Shrewsbury  a 
letter  from  the  Rei)ublic  of  Geneva  (Geneve) ; he  wishes  to  enter 
the  Iving’s  service. 

French.  R.  April  14,  96. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  March  29,  Kensington. — “King,  Prince,  Archbishop,  Lord 
Keeper,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Shrewsbury,  Lord  Portland,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Walsh  to  be  e.vecuted. 

“ To  send  the  declarations,  especially  the  last,  with  the 
observation  upon  the  clause  for  persons  of  a higher  rank,  and 
that  he  must  take  the  course  l\y  law  punctually  to  put  them  in 
execution. 

“ The  French  Prot[estants]  of  Cork  to  have  the  house  they 
desire. 

“ A proclamation  for  the  conspirators,  several  being  not  named. 

“ Chaloner  to  he  examined  at  the  Cabinet  Council. 

“ Lord  Deputy’s  letter  about  French  ; no  resolution  taken. 

“ Admiralty  called  in. 

“ It  is  not  safe  for  the  trade  to  go  out  till  Sir  Geo.  Rooke 
arrives. 

“ Richards  and  Renhow  to  go  with  some  bomb-ships  to  try  to 
endamage  the  transport  at  Calais.” 

In  Shreushnri/'ti  hand. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  March  31-April  10,  Turin. — Recovery  of  his  R.H. 
Preparations  for  the  campaign  on  both  sides.  No  news  of  the 
Toulon  fleet. 

French.  R.  Ap.  20. 

Examinations  touching  Jacobite  Plots. 

1696,  March  to  June,  Whitehall. — Rough  notes  by  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury  of  the  examinations,  depositions,  or  informations 
of  prisoners  and  others,  relative  to  an  alleged  design  of  the 
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Jacobites  for  the  “murder”  or  “ assassination  ” of  King  William,  a 
design  for  the  invasion  of  England  from  France  and  the  restora- 
tion of  James  II.,  the  movements  and  intentions  of  leading 
Jacobites  in  London,  in  various  parts  of  England,  and  in  France, 
and  other  matters.  (Vol.  19,  Nos.  23-57.) 

The  following  persons  are  mentioned ; — Griffith,  Bromfeild, 
Capt.  Nowell,  serjeant  of  the  Admiralty,  Capt.  Walton,  a custom- 
house officer.  Pepper  of  Dover,  Preston  of  Feversham,  a militia 
officer,  Mr.  Jackson,  Capt.  Berkenhead,  Capt.  Gill,  Tuker  of 
Sandway,  Capt.  Tucker  (same  as  Tuker?),  Cross  of  Rochester, 
Sir  Theophilus  Oglethorp,  Hunt  (examined).  Sir  George 
Berkeley,  Capt.  Williamson,  Major  Holmes,  Sir  James 
Montgomery,  Bradshaw,  Lord  Clancarty,  Lord  Castlemaine, 
Mr.  Browne,  trustee  for  Lord  Tinham’s  [Teynham’s?]  estate, 
Thompson  at  Foulstone  Warren,  Thomson  at  Guilford 
near  Romney,  Col.  Dorington,  Evans  of  the  Old  Bayly, 
Lord  Aylesbury,  the  Queen  [of  James  II.],  Lord  Brudenell, 
Mr.  Mimms,  living  in  Drury  Lane  at  a hatter’s  near  the  Dog 
Tavern,  Peter  Cook  (examined),  Harcourt  Berkenhead  (examined, 
27  and  51),  Lord  Griffin,  Pigault,  Harrison  of  Dimchurch 
(examined).  Holmes’  wife.  Hunt’s  brother,  at  Potter’s  Corner  in 
Kent,  Evans  of  Greenwich,  Mr.  Midi,  Col.  Parker,  who  went  by 
the  name  of  Col.  Stratsburg,  Capt.  George  Porter  (informant), 
Cranborn  (or  Cranbourn,  examined).  Sir  William  Perkins,  Lord 
Montgomery,  Sir  John  Freind,  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Charnock, 
Mr.  Goodman  (examined,  28  and  49),  Mrs.  Montjoy’s  house,  Lee 
(examined)  Bertram  (examined),  Trevor  (examined),  Lowick, 
Rookwood  (examined).  King,  Humes,  Durant,  Knightley, 
Chambers,  servant  to  Charnock,  lodging  at  Kensington  over  against 
the  Guard-house  (examined),  Du  Bart,  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  Mr. 
Lewis,  master  or  gentleman  of  the  horse  to  Lord  Feversham 
(examined).  Will.  Howard,  Capt.  Blaire,  Mr.  Tempest  of  Durham, 
Kendrick  (examined),  Sherhorn,  Plowden  (living  with  his  elder 
brother  six  or  seven  miles  beyond  Basingstoke),  Keys,  Prendergas, 
Ferguson,  La  Rue  (informant),  Capt.  Bois  (examined),  Knightley, 
Hungat,  Fisher  (informant).  Grimes,  Mrs.  Spenceley,  William 
Holmes,  brother  of  Major  Holmes  and  living  in  Holborn  against 
the  Bear  tavern  (examined),  Hewit,  Sir  Chas.  Sidley,  Matherst, 
Mason,  Lawthrop  or  Lothrop  (examined),  Gerland  or  Gerling  of 
Bungi  in  Suffolk  (examined),  Dr.  Bew,  Toby  Edon,  Mrs.  Conant’s 
in  Norfolk-street,  Thom.  Higgons  (examined),  Robinson,  White, 
Johnson,  formerly  a corporal  in  Col.  Worden’s  Regiment,  Bevill 
Higgons,  brother  of  Thom.  Higgons  (examined),  Bernard 
Greenvill,  George,  brother  of  Thom.  Higgons,  Dr.  Hervey, 
Brierly  or  Bierley  (his  house  in  Leicester  Street),  Wigstead, 
Lady  Philips,  Jennings  (examined),  Capt.  West,  Brigadier 
in  the  first  troop  of  Guards,  Capt.  Leake,  of  the  Tower,  Wray 
(examined).  Lord  Yarmouth,  Pitt,  alias  Dr.  Thomson,  of  Long 
Melford,  Dr.  Buck,  of  Ipswich,  Finko  (examined),  Mr.  Cruso, 
of  Norwich,  Goselin  of  London,  Mr.  Drake,  Mascall  (exa- 
mined), Lord  Feversham’s  stables  in  Somersett  Yard  (or 
Somerset  House),  Mr.  Lewis’s  stables  at  St.  James’s,  Sir 
William  Perkins’  friend  (a  Scotsman),  Fossen  (sic),  a cornet, 
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Har[r]is  (examined),  Carill,  “ the  Secretary,”  Bernardi,  born  in 
England  of  an  Italian  who  was  a public  minister  here  (examined), 
Jonas  Chamberlaine,  coachman  to  Lord  Feversham  (examined). 
Lady  Arlington’s  stables,  John  Allen,  postillion  to  Lord  Fevers- 
ham (examined),  Mr.  Fosset,  an  olhcer,  in  Oxford,  Thorold, 
formerly  in  the  Guards  (examined).  Col.  Curwent  (?),  Blackl)ourn, 
a Lancashire  man  (examined),  William  Milligatt,  who  belongs  to 
the  Jesuits  at  Ghent,  Mr.  Morewell,  Capt.  Waugh,  Donelan, 
l\Iayor  (sic)  Mathews,  Paradise,  Paisy  of  St.  Martin’s  Lane, 
Chinery,  Capt.  William  O’Brian,  Upton  the  counsellor.  Sir 
Andrew  Forester  and  his  son,  David  Floyd,  Crosby,  Mrs.  Elliot, 
the  Lady  Glascock,  a young  gentleman  named  Caryl,  younger 
brother  to  Caryl  of  Sussex,  Rawson  of  Selinge  Lee,  near 
Ashford,  servant  to  Goml)leton,  Charles  Noel,  son  to  NoeP’' 
of  Dover  (examined).  Hey  wood.  Col.  Fountaine,  Baily,  Lord 
jMiddleton,  Mr.  Hooke,  Sherbourn,  Capt.  Scudamore  (examined), 
John  Counter  (examined,  44,  54),  who  says  his  name  is  Rumsey, 
and  his  mother’s  Williams,  Maxwell,  Melvin,  Thetford,  the  Duke 
d’Aumont,  Gumhleton,  Sweet,  Vicar  Toby  (?),  Duglas,  Lord 
Dundee’s  chaplain,  Brown,  belonging  to  the  King’s  confectionery 
or  kitchen  (same  as  Chambers?),  Holman,  Vernatti  (?),  Hall, 
John  Reyner,  a stocking- weaver  in  Petti-Coat  Lane,  Knight,  a 
hatter  in  Shoreditch,  Cook,  a watchmaker  in  Hackney,  Buckle, 
a bit-maker  at  Charing  Cross,  Wilcox,  a tailor  of  Shoreditch, 
Harris,  clerk  of  the  Stocks  market,  Cash,  Lord  Lucas  [’]  Lieut. 
Col.,  Capt.  Hastings,  Sir  .John  Cockram,  Capt.  Ridley,  Richardson, 
Edmonds,  Col.  Slaughter,  Wray  of  Moor-fields,  Capt.  Kelly, 
Hopkins  and  Stringer,  Lord  Yarmouth’s  chaplain,  Walhan'k, 
Pigot,  Rob.  Aynsworth  of  Sou[th]wark,  Ricsone,  Jenings,  Hall 
alias  Cole,  Gillebrand,  Lord  Yarmouth,  the  late  Bishop  of 
Norwich. 

In  Hunt’s  examination,  26  March  1696  (No.  25),  the  following 
passages  occur  : — “ Lord  C[l]ancarty  told  him  that  women  came 
into  the  Tower,  and  in  the  evening  carried  him  out  in  the  coach ; 
the  warders  examined  the  coach,  but  it  was  dark,  and  they  did 
hide  him. 

“Parker  told  him  he  got  up  the  chimney  by  a line  that  his 
wife  brought  him  in  the  tail  of  her  gown. 

“ Berk  [enhea]  d said  Parker  got  out  in  women’s  clothes,  and 
he  believed  the  keeper  was  concerned  in  it.” 

In  Capt.  George  Porter’s  information,  28  Feb.  1695-6  (No.  30)  : 
— “ Sir  George  Berkley  was  sent  from  France  to  put  this  in 
execution  against  the  King,  about  a month  since  he  saw  him. 

“He  had  800  [(.  ?]  paid  to  carry  on  the  design  by  Mr.  Caryl  ; 
he  complained  of  the  small  sum.  Mr.  Rookwood  was  to  com- 
mand one  party  to  attack  the  Guards,  he  was  to  attack  them 
with  another.  Sir  George  Barkley  (sic)  to  attack  the  [King’s] 
coach,  some  Saturday,  between  Brentford  and  Hamersmith. 
There  was  another  design  to  attack  him  [the  King]  near  a little 
wood,  not  far  from  Mr.  Lakin’s  (?)  house.  It  did  not  succeed, 
because  the  King  did  not  for  the  two  last  Saturdays  go  out.  . . . 
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* Srime  as  Capt.  No  well  above  ? 
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“ Chambers,  at  Kensington,  lodged  over  against  the  Guard- 
house, in  order  to  give  notice  when  the  King  went  out.” 

In  La  Kue’s  information,  29  Feb.  (No.  33)  : — “ Keys  was  in 
the  list  which  Porter  sent  as  the  list  of  his  men,  and  Keys  was 
present,  and  was  there  when  they  were  sorry  the  design  had 
failed,  and  was  one  that  took  the  orange  and  squeezed  it,  and 
said,  ‘ Confusion  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,’  and  spoke  of  the 
restoring  the  King,  meaning  King  James.” 

The  following  taverns  and  other  houses  and  places  are  men- 
tioned as  the  resorts  of  certain  Jacobites  : — The  Old  King’s  Head 
tavern  in  Leadenhall  Street,  Norfolk  Buildings,  the  Blue  Post  in 
Spring  Garden,  the  Nag’s  Head  in  [St.]  James’s  Street,  the  sign 
of  the  Common  Garden  in  Wich  Street,  the  George  Inn  in 
Pickadilly,  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  Head  in  German  Street,  the 
White  Horse  in  Picadilly,  the  Hartichoke  at  Kensington,  Will’s 
Coffee-house,  the  King’s  Head  in  the  Market-place  at  Norwich, 
the  White  Hart  in  the  Hey-markett,  the  Bed  Lion  at  Kensington, 
the  Angel  in  Leicester,  the  little  Piazzas  in  Covent  Garden,  the 
Globe  tavern,  the  Sun  tavern  in  the  Strand,  the  Two  Black  Posts 
in  Maiden  Lane,  the  Covent  Garden  tavern,  the  Chocolate 
house,  the  Bed  Lion  in  Smithfield. 

Endorsed  hy  Shrewsbury : Extract  of  informations  against 
persons  in  custody.  On  a fly-leaf : Fuller  and  Sir  H.  D.  Colt, 
spies. 


Shrewsbuey  to  Galway. 

1696,  April  3,  Whitehall. — “Yours  of  the  10-20  and  14-24  are 
come  to  my  hands,  and  some  others  before,  which  have  been  all 
laid  before  his  Majesty,  but  they  requiring  no  particular  answer, 
nor  I receiving  no  directions  from  the  King,  either  upon  them  or 
any  other  matter  to  be  transmitted  to  your  Lordship,  I have 
neglected  writing  so  frequently  as  I would,  if  the  perpetual  attend- 
ance I am  forced  to  give  to  the  enquiry  into  this  horrid  plot, 
besides  that  upon  the  Parliament,  did  not  almost  take  up  my 
whole  time  and  thoughts. 

“ This  villainous  intention  has  not  only  miscarried,  but  I hope 
it  has  opened  the  eyes  of  many  deluded  though  well  affected 
persons  in  these  kingdoms,  for  there  appears  everywhere,  upon 
this  occasion,  a hearty  affection  and  zeal  for  his  Majesty’s  person 
and  government,  which  I am  confident  may  be  improved  to  the 
securing  of  both.” 

Copy. 


PEI^w  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  April  5,  Kensington. — “King,  Prince,  Archbishop,  Lord 
Keeper,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Portland,  Shrewsbury,  Mr. 
Secretary. 

“ To  return  answer  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset  that  no  Address 
has  been  put  into  the  Gazette.  If  they  associate,  it  may. 

“ Mr.  Fowlks’  business  not  to  be  done. 

“ Lord  Aylesbury’s  letters  read. 
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“Lord  Aylesbury’s  petition  for  his  wife  not  granted  as  yet. 

“ Send  the  letter  from  Tinmouth  to  the  Scotch  Secretary. 

“ Mr.  Pitt  cannot  he  granted  his  petition,  hut  may  see  the 
accounts  ; speak  to  Mr.  Montagu. 

“ The  Addresses  of  Londonderry  and  Inskilling  [referred  ?]  to 
the  Treasury. 

“ The  Comte  d’ Aursperg’s  letter  about  the  Spanish  Amh[assa- 
dor’s]  priest  considered  tomorrow. 

“ The  Master  of  the  Ordnance  in  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Kohinson’s 
pretensions,  to  he  examined  at  the  Cabinet  Comicil. 

“The  Non-swearing  Ministers  who  absolved  Perk  [ins]  and 
Friend  to  he  taken  in  custody  by  warrant  from  the  Council.” 

In  Shreicshury's  hand. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  April  7-17,  Turin. — Preparations  of  his  E.H.  “My 
Lord  Townshend  est  icy  depuis  quelques  iours  ; il  va  faire  le 
voyage  d’ltalie ; il  a de  I’esprit,  il  est  fort  sage,  et  d’une  tres 
bonne  conduite  ; il  a este  esleue  dans  de  bons  sentiments.” 

E.  25. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  April  12,  Kensington. — “King,  Prince,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Portland,  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Eussell. 

“In  some  short  time  Lord  Ayles[bury’s]  petition,  and  what  he 
desired  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary,  will  be  granted,  but  for 
some  reasons  it  cannot  just  now. 

“Neither  of  the  Addresses  from  the  Lhiiversity  to  be  put  in 
the  Gazette. 

“ Soames’,  the  Capt.  of  the  James  Galley,  petition,  to  be  read 
to  the  Admiralty. 

“ Proposal  concerning  the  Marine  Eegiments  offered. 

“ Lord  Carmarthen’s  galley;  the  King  orders  the  Admiralty  to 
buy  her. 

“ The  Council  ” (.sic). 

In  S]treusburi/'s  hand. 


to  [Lord  Galway]. 

1696,  April  13,  Marseilles. — “Je  vous  ay  ecrit  auant  hyer; 
auiourdhuy  nous  aprenons  que  trois  vaisseaus  de  guerre  et  un 
brulot  de  I’arm^e  sent  de  retour  a Toulon,  faisant  eau  et  n’ayant 
peu  estre  en  estat  de  poursuiure  leur  route.  Ils  out  laiss6  I’armee 
devant  Salo.  L’equipage  de  ces  trois  vaisseaux  seruira  (i  en 
armer  d’autres,  sur  tout  les  trois  neufs,  auec  lesquels  et  ceus 
qu’on  a desia,  on  pent  aller  an  deuant  du  conuoy  anglois,  qui 
vient  du  leuant,  et  qui  a quatre  vaisseaus  de  guerre  seulement.” 
Copy,  in  Galway's  hand  ; enclosed  in  his  letter  of  18-28  April, 
printed  by  Coxe. 
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The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  96,  April  15,  Admiralty  Office. — “Meeting  with  news  at  the 
House,  that  the  French  fleet  was  at  the  Straits’  mouth  the  20th 
of  March,  and  Sir  George  Kook  at  Cadiz  the  19th,  not  expecting 
to  sail  under  two  or  three  days,  and  his  Majesty  having  ordered 
the  Fleet  to  Spithead,  they  must  with  this  easterly  wind  leave 
the  Dunkirk  squadron  behind  them,  besides  several  great  ships 
at  the  Nore  and  Blackstakes.  We  have  ventured  to  stop  Sir 
Cloudesly  Shovell  till  his  Majesty’s  further  pleasure  be  known, 
because  with  the  first  westerly  winds  all  the  ships  may  go 
together  to  Spithead.  When  we  wrote  your  Grace  last  for  the 
Fleet  to  go  to  Spithead,  we  made  no  doubt  but  Sir  George 
Kook  was  sufficiently  before  the  French.  We  send  you  enclosed 
a copy  of  the  orders  we  have  sent  to  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovell  for 
his  continuing  in  the  Downs  with  his  Majesty’s  ships  and  those 
of  the  States  General.” 

Copy,  tvith  the  names  of  Edwd.  Russell,  Hen.  Priestman,  and 
Robt.  Rich,  at  foot. 

“ Memorandum. — Immediately  upon  the  writing  of  this  letter, 
Mr.  Kussell  attended  the  King  at  Kensington,  and  brought  to  the 
Board  the  King’s  approbation  of  the  order.” 

Copy  of  the  order  to  Sir  C.  Shovell,  annexed. 

Endorsed  by  Shrewsbury  : Copy  of  a letter  from  the  Admiralty 
to  me,  15  April,  1696 ; delivered  to  me  April  4th,  1697  (sic),  by 
Mr.  Kussell. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  April  16  [or  26?],  Kensington. — “King,  Archbishop, 
Prince,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Kussel,  Lord 
Portland,  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Secretary. 

“ Lowick’s  petition  read,  and  rejected. 

“ Traps  and  Serjeant  to  be  permitted  to  go  beyond  sea,  if 
nothing  particular  be  against  them. 

“ To  put  forwards  the  bringing  naval  stores  from  the  West 
Indias,  and  to  consider  it  this  summer. 

“ Quere  whether  Sir  Ste.  Evans’  ship  and  Sir  Hen.  Ashurst  as 
a trial,  whether  any  be  arrived  (sic). 

“ The  contents  of  a letter  to  Mr.  Papillon  was  read. 

“ The  Admiralty  say  five  men-of-war  and  two  fire-ships  are 
ordered  into  the  Soundings. 

“ Three  ships  have  been  all  this  winter  cruising  off  Gallway  in 
expectation  of  the  East  India-men. 

“ The  Committee  being  turned  into  a Council,  the  embargo 
was  taken  off,  and  notice  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  merchants 
that  with  the  first  fair  wind  their  convoys  should  be  ready.” 

In  Shretvsbury' s hand. 

Admiral  Kussell  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  April  17. — “ Upon  the  discourse  I had  with  your  Grace 
when  I last  waited  on  you  concerning  the  Fleet’s  going  to  sea, 
in  order  to  intercept  the  Thoulon  squadron  in  their  passage  to 
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Brest,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  put  down  my  thoughts  in 
writing;  as  also  how,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  Fleet  may 
be  most  useful  this  summer,  in  case  the  enemy  do  not  fit  out 
their  main  fleet.” 

Among  other  things,  he  recommends  that  in  the  summer  the 
Fleet  should  rendezvous  in  Ton*  Bay. 

Signed.  ^ pp. 

The  Navy. 

1696,  April  18. — “Ships  of  the  Line  of  Battle  under  Sir  Clow. 
Shovell  in  the  Downs.” 

Names  of  17  Dutch  and  46  English  ships,  besides  fireships, 
tenders,  &c. ; with  the  numbers  of  men  and  guns. 

“ The  Dutch  to  lead  with  the  starboard  and  the  Sandwich  with 
the  larboard  tacks  aboard;  and  if  any  ships  {sic)  be  absent,  the 
next  ship  to  fall  in  her  place  and  close  the  line.” 

1 p.  On  the  dorse  are  the  names  of  ships  off  Dunkirk. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  April  19,  Kensington. — “ King,  Prince,  Archbishop,  Lord 
Keeper,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Portland,  Lord 
Godolphin,  Mr.  Secretary,  Mr.  Russell,  Shrewsbury. 

“ Sir  Robert  Thorold[’s]  petition  read ; he  is  to  be  asked  how 
long  he  intends  to  stay,  and  engage  not  to  come  back  sooner. 

“ Tomorrow  morning  the  Lords  are  to  consider  who  they  will 
employ  to  collect  the  evidence. 

“ To  enquire  concerning  the  Messengers. 

“ Lord  Devonshire’s  servant  to  go  to  Lord  Ailesbury,  that  he 
may  sign  some  papers  resigning  a trust. 

“The  Admiralty  are  to  send  a ship  the  windward  way  to 
Jamaica,  without  touching  anywhere  else,  to  avoid  being  taken,” 

In  Shrewsbury' s hand. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  April  22,  6 a.m..  Queen,  SSE.  9 1.  off  the  Lyzard. — Has 
arrived  in  the  Channel.  Left  Cadiz  on  the  30th  ult.,  the  Fleet 
consisting  of  about  190  sail  of  ships.  Believes  the  enemy's  fleet 
is  still  within  the  Strait’s  mouth ; there  will  come  in  their 
company  a considerable  fleet  of  merchant  ships  from  Marsella’s 
(sic),  bound  to  St.  Mallo’s,  Haver  de  Grace,  &c.  Proposes  that 
a small  squadron  be  sent  to  meet  them.  Will  send  letters  from 
the  Dey  and  his  Majesty’s  consul  at  Algier.  Had  he  stayed 
abroad,  he  might  have  prevailed  with  that  Government  to  break 
with  France. 

R.  24  April.  Enclosure  : — 

List  of  ships  and  vessels  of  his  Majesty  (48)  and  the  States 
General  (13)  which  sailed  with  Rooke  from  Cadiz. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  April  25,  Queen,  in  the  Downs. — “ A ship  is  come  in  to 
us,  who  came  from  Gibraltore  twelve  days  after  I sailed  from 
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Cadiz,  and  gave  me  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  was  dis- 
patched from  the  vice-consul  of  Mallaga,  to  give  them  at  Gihral- 
tore  notice  of  the  enemy’s  approach.  . . . The  Bilboa  fleet 

is  arrived  in  the  Channel.” 

R.  26.  Enclosure  : — 

Copy  of  a letter  from  John  T.  Bruppe,  April  11,  referred  to 
above. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1696,  April  27,  Whitehall. — Congratulates  him  on  his  safe 
arrival. 

Copij. 

The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  to  the  Duke  [of  Shrewsbury]. 

[16] 96,  [April  27-]  May  7,  Florence. — Has  learnt  from  the 
Commander  Del  Bene  the  Duke’s  good  offices  in  his  behalf, 
especially  in  respect  of  the  compensation  granted  by  the  King 
for  the  pillage  and  burning  of  the  house  of  Terriesi,  formerly  his 
resident  in  London,  by  the  people. 

Hoi.  French;  tvith  a copy,  and  a copy  of  Shrewsbury's  reply, 
dated  26  June. 


The  Navy. 

1696,  April  29,  Admiralty  Office. — -“The  disposition  of  all  his 
Majesty’s  ships  of  the  3rd,  4th,  and  5th  Rate,  now  in  sea  pay.” 

Names  of  ships,  and  particulars  of  their  service ; with  a list  of 
ships  left  in  the  Mediterranean  by  Sir  George  Rooke. 

2 pp. 

Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  April  29,  Kensington. — “ King,  Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Mr.  Russell,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Secretary, 
Lord  Portland,  Shrewsbury. 

“ The  letter  of  the  Admiralty  to  me  of  the  27  th,  and  the  copy 
of  the  instructions  proposed  to  be  sent  Sir  Geo.  Rooke,  were  read. 

“The  squadron  to  protect  the  trade  ordered  to  be  sure  to  be 
stronger  than  Nesmond. 

“ Sir  George  Rooke  to  be  ordered  to  stay  for  no  merchants, 
but  if  any  whole  trade  be  ready,  then  he  is  to  take  that  with  him. 

“ That  Sir  George  Rooke  take  wdth  him  what  bomb-vessels  he 
thinks  may  be  useful. 

“ The  Dunkirk  squadron  to  be  strengthened  from  the  main 
Fleet,  and  some  of  the  great  ships  of  the  main  Fleet  to  be  laid  by 
to  man  some  cruisers  to  protect  the  coast. 

“ Sir  William  Gore’s  letter  read  to  the  Admiralty.  They 
cannot  do  it  in  the  manner  proposed,  but  they  will  give  them  a 
convoy. 

“ If  the  French  squadron  should  stay  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  not  come  from  thence,  the  King  declares  his  opinion,  that  a 
squadron  should  be  sent  to  Cadix. 
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“ That  it  should  be  considered  whether  the  course  of  the 
victualling  should  be  changed. 

“ If  the  Toulon  squadron  come  to  Brest,  then  the  Admiralty 
are  to  consider  in  what  manner  to  secure  the  Turkey  shijis. 

“ The  Admiralty  to  consider  of  a squadron  for  the  West  Indias. 

“ For  the  next  winter  the  King  recommends  we  may  be 
better  provided  than  the  last  with  a winter  guard.” 

In  Slireu'shury’s  hand. 


Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  April  30,  Kensington. — King,  Lord  Keeper,  Archbishop, 
Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Privy  Seals,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Shrews- 
bury, Mr.  Secretary. 

“A  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Admiralty  to  be  given  the 
King. 

“ All  the  Keports  from  Ireland  made. 

“ Mr.  Robinson  must  attend  the  Board  in  Ireland,  and  to  be 
accountable  to  it,  let  the  practice  formerly  be  what  it  will. 

“That  the  dispute  between  the  Ordn[ance?]  in  Ireland  and 
England  be  shewed  (?)  and  sent  to  his  Majesty. 

“ Meester’s  business  to  be  examined  in  the  King’s  absence. 

“ The[n  ?]  print  the  same. 

“Proposals  for  the  Ma[r]ine  Eeg[iments]  to  be  given  Mr. 
Blaithwayt,  because  his  Majesty  will  send  over  a regulation. 

“ Consuls’  bills  to  be  considered  in  the  King’s  absence. 

“ Col.  Lillingston’s  memorial  and  claims  to  be  examined  in  the 
King’s  absence. 

“ Warrants  for  Fisher,  La  Rue,  Harries,  Porter,  Henry  Crimes; 
the  warrants  to  be  kept  in  my  hands  till  further  order  from  the 
King. 

“ That  my  lord  Capell  be  writ  to,  to  find  out  a forfeiture  in 
Ireland  for  Mr.  Prendergrass,  to  the  value  of  500[/.J  per  annum. 

“ Lowick  and  Rookwod’s  speeches  read. 

“ The  Sheriffs  to  forbear  printing  the  speech  for  some  time, 
but  not  to  take  notice  they  had  such  an  order. 

“ A ship  will  be  appointed  for  Guernzey. 

“ Bembo  to  have  a flag,  and  command  before  Dunkirk.” 

In  Shrcwshuri/'s  hand. 

Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  April  30,  Queen,  at  Spittheade. — ...  “ Mr.  Russell 

seems  to  intimate  as  if  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
me  the  command  of  the  Fleet.  If  so,  I must  own  to  your  Grace 
my  suspicion  of  m3'self,  both  in  respect  to  my  capacity  and 
experience,  for  so  great  a charge.  And  truly,  my  Lord,  whenever 
Mr.  Russell  leaves  that  post,  it  will  be  my  humble  opinion,  that 
it  be  executed  b}'  a commission,  there  being  very  few  men  in  the 
world,  besides  himself,  that  are  fitly  qualified  for  so  great  a com- 
mand.” A good  reinforcement  of  men  for  the  Fleet  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

R.  May  1st. 
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Privy  Council  Minutes. 

1696,  May  1,  Kensington. — “ King,  Prince,  Lord  Keeper, 
Archbishop,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Lord  Godolphin,  Mr.  Pmssel,  Mr.  Secretary,  Shrewsbury. 

“ Paper  for  the  Commissioners  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners  read, 
and  they  directed  to  give  an  account  in  the  King’s  absence  of  the 
names  and  numbers  of  such  as  are  reduced  (?),  and  what  evidence 
they  have  of  it. 

“My  Lady  Ailesbury’s  petition  to  be  granted. 

“ Mr.  Secretary  and  I are  to  write  to  the  foreign  Ministers  to 
restrain  their  bills  of  extraordinary  [expenses],  according  to 
Orders  of  Council  in  King  James’  and  his  Majesty’s  time,  of 
which  copies  be  sent. 

“ That  a messenger  go  with  positive  orders  to  Sir  Geo.  Pmoke 
to  sail.” 

In  Shrewshwy's  hand. 


Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  2,  Queen,  at  Spittheade. — “ I have  received  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty’s  orders  to  sail  with  the  Fleet  into  the  Soundings  ; 
and  I am  very  sorry  I cannot  give  your  Grace  and  them  an  account 
we  are  in  a readiness  to  put  them  in  execution  ; for,  my  Lord,  we 
have  been  five  weeks  from  Cadiz,  and  after  our  arrival  in  the 
Downs  the  weather  was  such  that  we  could  not  get  a boat-load  of 
water  from  the  shore,  nor  did  any  of  the  Straits’  squadron  receive 
any  beer  or  other  provisions  aboard  till  yesterday  ; though,  had 
the  Fleet  been  permitted  to  stop  here,  instead  of  proceeding  to 
the  Downs,  we  had  been  in  a readiness  for  the  sea  ere  this  ; but, 
as  it  is,  it  will  take  up  some  time  to  put  those  ships  into  a con- 
dition to  sail,  which  so  soon  as  we  can  possibly  effect,  there  shall 
not  be  a moment  lost  in  our  proceeding.” 

Mr.  Mitchell  can  give  information  as  to  men  required  in  the 
Fleet.  The  ships  from  Cadiz  are  defective,  and  some  of  those  in 
the  Downs  are  much  worse.  Would  rather  serve  with  half  the 
ships  well  manned  than  with  double  the  number  half-manned. 

Ee.  3rd. 


Capbl  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  3,  Chapell  Izod. — “Finding  myself  troubled  this 
spring  with  the  same  indisposition  I formerly  laboured  under,  I 
retired  out  of  Dublin  to  Chapell  Izod,  by  advice  of  my  physicians, 
for  the  advantage  of  a better  air  ; and  being  told  that  a short 
recess  from  business  would  contribute  to  my  speedier  recovery,  I 
resolved  on  making  my  Lord  Blessinton  and  Colonel  Woseley 
(sic)  Justices  during  my  sickness. 

“ This  I was  the  more  inclined  to  do,  that  such  who  may  have 
designs  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Government  might  not  be 
encouraged  to  proceed  in  their  practices,  in  hopes  that  upon  my 
death  the  Government  would  for  some  time  be  vacant,  till  writs 
could  be  issued  and  returned  from  the  several  Counties  for 
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choosing  a Justice,  according  to  a statute  of  the  33rd  Hen.  8 in 
this  kingdom,  until  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  were  known  who 
should  succeed  me. 

“ Some  difficulties  have  arisen  about  wording  the  Commission 
for  Justices,  which  hath  taken  up  some  days’  time ; and  it  hath 
l)leased  God  in  the  meanwhile  that  my  feverish  distemper  hath 
entirely  left  me,  and  my  strength  so  increases,  that  I hope  in  a 
few  days  not  to  need  the  assistance  of  any  person  in  the 
Administration. 

“ Having  seen  letters  out  of  the  country  that  some  have  re- 
ported me  dead,  and  probably  have  writ  the  same  into  England, 
I thought  myself  obliged  to  give  your  Grace  this  account.” 

Signed.  E.  11th. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

1096,  May  4,  from  Quakes,  near  Margate. — . . . “ If  you 

could  have  met  the  French  Toulon  fleet  before  they  had  got  to 
Brest,  your  strength  is  so  considerable,  compared  to  theirs,  who 
have  suffered  much  in  the  storm,  and  are  ill  manned,  that  the 
success  (I  do  not  doubt)  would  have  answered  expectation  ; but 
impossibilities  are  not  to  be  struggled  with.  It  was  unfortunate 
you  were  not  prevented  from  coming  further  than  Spitthead, 
when  [where  ?]  it  was  his  Majesty’s  intention  you  should  have 
stopped.”  . . . 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Deputy  [Capel]  . 

1696,  May  4,  from  Quakes,  near  Margate. — “I  am  upon  many 
accounts  extreme  sorry  to  hear  of  your  Excellency’s  indisposition. 

“ His  ]\Iajest5y  taking  into  consideration  that  the  Irish 
Parliament  is  adjourned  to  the  end  of  next  month,  commands 
me  to  desire  your  Excellency  to  give  your  oi^inion  what  may  be 
for  his  service  to  do  in  relation  to  them  ; in  the  first  place, 
whether  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  they  will  be  disposed  to  grant 
a farther  supply,  and  be  inclined  to  avoid  such  heats  and  disputes 
as  would  make  their  meeting  not  advisable.  . . . 

“Yesterday  his  Majesty  embarked  for  Holland  from  this  j^dace, 
but  was  put  back  again  before  night  by  contrary  winds,  and 
remains  here  in  expectation  of  a change  of  weather.” 

Copy. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  5-15,  Turin. — We  are  preparing  to  defend  Coni,  and 
to  prevent  the  bombardment  of  Turin.  His  R.H.  has  placed  a 
garrison  of  6,000  men  in  Coni,  and  we  are  making  lines  before 
Turin.  Has  received  the  King’s  letter,  and  shown  it  to  his  R.H. 
French.  R.  29. 
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Sir  G.  Kooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  6,  Queen,  off  the  Isle  of  Wight. — Sends  copies  of 
some  councils  of  war  formerly  omitted,  and  a line  of  battle.  The 
latter  is  of  great  force,  though  not  numerous,  but  most  of  the 
ships  “ are  very  little  better  in  quality  than  half  manned.”  Will 
however  do  his  best  for  his  country. 

Enclosures : — 

1.  “The  Line  of  Battle;  the  English  to  lead  with  the 
larboard,  and  the  Dutch  with  the  starboard  tacks  aboard.” — 
The  names  of  the  shii>s,  with  the  numbers  of  men  and  guns,  are 
stated. 

2.  Copies  of  the  resolutions  of  several  Councils  of  flag-officers 
held  on  hoard  the  Queen,  as  follow. 

Cadiz  Bay,  30  Jan.,  o.s.  : To  send  a squadron  of  English  and 
Dutch  ships  to  look  for  a squadron  of  five  Erench  ships  in  Lagos 
Bay. 

20  Eeb. : After  considering  sundry  letters  from  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Fowler  of  Genova,  &c.,  as  the  Erench  fleet  at 
Tholoone  is  superior  by  nearly  one  third  in  the  number  of  guns, 
and  by  almost  one  half  in  the  number  of  men,  to  proceed  to 
England  according  to  his  Majesty’s  order,  &c. 

22  Feb. : owing  to  the  season  of  the  year,  and  for  the  security 
of  the  great  ships,  to  “strike  down”  some  of  their  guns  into 
their  holds;  and  that  the  fleet  of  merchant  ships  in  the  Bay 
proceed  home  in  company  with  the  Fleet. 

4 March  : as  to  certain  ships  to  be  left  behind. 

12  March  : to  sail  with  the  first  opportunity,  and  to  send  a 
frigate  along  the  Barbary  shore  as  high  as  Cape  de  Hone,  to 
discover  the  enemy. 

At  sea,  18  March ; to  send  away  disabled  ships  to  Cadiz,  in 
order  to  refit ; the  rest  to  keep  the  sea,  &c. 

Cadiz  Bay,  25  March  ; on  reading  advices  from  Barcellona  sent 
by  Mr.  Stanhope,  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Madrid,  that  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  consisting  of  60  sail,  sailed  from  Tollone  on  the 
22nd,  a letter  from  Capt.  Loades  of  the  Komney,  and  his  Majesty’s 
orders  of  27  Jan.,  to  proceed  to  England,  not  being  in  sufficient 
force  to  oppose  the  enemy. 

At  sea,  3 April ; on  reading  a paper  from  Capt.  Pickard  as  to  a 
[Dutch]  convoy  and  five  merchant  ships  taken  by  six  French 
men-of-war  on  31  March,  n.s.,  to,  the  N.  of  Cape  Fenister,  not 
to  go  in  pursuit,  in  case  they  be  joined  by  the  French  fleet  from 
Tholoone,  “ and  we  not  being  certain  but  our  circumstances  at 
home  may  render  the  appearance  and  assistance  of  this  Fleet 
necessary  to  the  common  safety.” 

At  Spitthead,  1 May  : on  reading  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty’s 
letter  and  order  of  the  29th  ult.,  to  proceed  into  the  Soundings, 
after  the  Straits  ships  are  supplied  with  water  and  stores ; and 
that  the  condition  of  the  Fleet  be  represented  to  their  Lordships. 

2 May  : that  two  ships  be  unmanned,  and  their  men  turned 
over  to  four  other  ships  (named),  and  that  two  ships  be  left  at 
Spithead,  &c. ; which  reduces  the  English  line  of  battle  to  37 
ships. 
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3 May : to  proceed  west  15  leagues  from  Usliant,  “ and  if  fair 
weather  to  stop  sides  as  far  as  Torrbay,”  and  in  passing  to  send 
small  frigates  and  brigantines  to  learn  whether  the  Toulon  fleet 
he  got  into  Brest,  &c. ; and  stating  that  the  line  of  battle,  being 
but  37  English  and  20  Dutch,  is  reduced  to  a smaller  number 
than  the  Toulon  fleet,  if  they  are  joined  with  the  squadron  of 
Mons.  Nesmond. 

Sbrewsburt  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  May  8,  Whitehall. — “ I hope  the  wind  changed  at  sea  at 
least  as  soon  as  it  did  here  with  us,  and  that  his  Majesty’s 
passage  was  more  favourable  than  was  expected. 

“ Sir  George  Eooke  sailed  from  Spithead  to  St.  Helen’s  on 
Monday  the  4th,  and  from  thence  the  next  day,  hut  though  for 
some  time  after  the  wind  continued  fair,  yet  there  was  so  little 
of  it  that  the  last  account  we  have  of  him  is  that  he  was  seen  on 
the  back  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

“I  desire  that  you  will  acquaint  his  Majesty  that  Captain 
Porter  has  proceeded  as  far  as  it  will  go  with  those  persons 
that  would  have  inveigled  him  beyond  seas.  The  story  is  long, 
and  what  Mr.  Vernon,  who  is  best  acquainted  with  it,  will  write 
at  large  to  my  Lord  Portland,  if  his  Majesty  has  the  curiosity  to 
be  informed  of  the  particulars.  All  I shall  say  is,  that  Mr. 
Porter  has  in  this  dealt  very  sincerely,  and  given  fresh  proofs 
of  his  being  to  he  depended  on,  and  seems  to  intend  deserving 
the  King’s  consideration  as  much  as  a man  can  do  that  has  been 
in  his  unfortunate  circumstances. 

“ The  Council  have  met  today  about  sending  orders  into  the 
country,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty’s  directions  the  last  time  they 
attended  upon  him,  and  likewise  about  the  discharging  prisoners. 
They  have  made  a progress,  hut  positively  resolved  on  nothing 
till  Monday,  that  they  have  appointed  to  meet  again.” 

Copy. 


Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  9,  Britannia,  off  Dartmouth. — Sends  intelligence  of 
the  Tollonne  squadron’s  l)eing  come  into  these  seas.  If  they  have 
not  got  into  Brest,  we  may  light  on  them  to  a good  advantage  at 
Bell-Isle.  Has  no  clean  frigates  for  scouts. 

E.  15.  Enclosure: — 

Information  of  Thomas  Ford,  pilot  of  the  Monta  Decarno,  a 
Portuguese,  bound  for  Eotterdam,  as  to  meeting  with  a lleet  of 
French  men -of- war.  Supposes  they  could  not  reach  Brest,  hut 
are  somewhere  about  Bell-Isle.  Dated  on  board  II. M.  ship 
Oxford,  off  Portland,  9 May,  1696. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  May  12,  Whitehall. — “Yours  of  the  8th  brought  the 
welcome  news  of  his  Majesty’s  safe  arrival.  The  probable 
accounts  w'e  have  received  of  the  Toulon’s  {sic)  lleet  being  come 
to  Brest  (the  particulars  of  which  I shall  refer  to  Mr.  Vernon), 
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together  with  the  discourses  the  Jacobites  spread  here  among 
their  own  party,  make  us  so  far  apprehend  the  continuance  of 
their  design  of  invading  us,  as  to  wish  the  Dutch  ships  appointed 
might  be  hastened  with  all  expedition.  If  we  should  have  news 
of  the  French  putting  to  sea,  and  being  joined  by  any  ships  of  , 
the  ocean,  we  should  hardly  think  ourselves  strong  enough 
without  the  addition  of  the  Dutch  ships  not  yet  arrived,  and 
should  be  forced  to  man  out  some  of  our  own  ships  that  lie  still 
for  want  of  men,  which  could  be  done  by  no  other  means  than  by 
putting  some  Regiments  aboard,  which  I doubt  would  not  he 
agreeable  to  his  Majesty’s  inclination,  and  yet  in  such  a 
conjuncture  could  not  be  avoided. 

“I  must  observe  on  this  occasion  the  misfortune  we  lie  under, 
by  reason  of  our  correspondencies  on  the  enemy’s  coast  being 
interrupted  or  discovered.  If  any  of  the  persons  who  may  be 
so  discovered  can  be  exchanged  or  any  ways  saved  by  any 
methods  Mr.  Jurieu  or  others  can  propose,  I hope  his  Majesty’s 
goodness  will  incline  him  to  do  what  may  be  for  their  preserva- 
tion ; and  till  something  of  the  like  nature  can  again  be  settled, 
we  shall  so  much  want  intelligence  at  this  critical  time  of  the 
year,  that  I hope,  if  any  comes  to  his  Majesty’s  hands  that 
may  be  of  use  here,  he  will  please  to  direct  that  it  may  be 
communicated  hither. 

“ One  of  the  enclosed  letters  I received  from  Dublin  in  a letter 
subscribed  Cavan,  one  is  from  my  Lord  Gallway,  and  the  third 
from.  Sir,  your  most  faithful,”  &c. 

Copy. 


Sheewsbuey  to  Loed  Deputy  [Capel]. 

1696,  May  12,  Whitehall. — “ I most  sincerely  rejoice  at  the 
good  news  your  Excellency  has  sent  us  in  yours  of  the  3rd,  that 
your  health  is  mending.  . . . 

“ I conclude,  when  there  is  occasion,  your  Excellency’s  pru- 
dence will  appoint  such  persons  to  be  Justices  as  shall  in  all 
circumstances  be  most  proper,  and  therefore  have  no  objection 
to  your  nominating  such  for  your  own  time,  if  it  may  be  an  ease 
to  you,  and  an  advantage  to  your  health;  but  I apprehend  the 
power  in  your  commission  does  hardly  extend  so  far  as  to  appoint 
any  to  succeed  after  you,  in  case  we  should  be  so  unhappy  as  to 
have  you  taken  into  another  world.  . . . People  here  who 
are  the  best  able  to  judge,  upon  perusing  your  Lordship’s 
commission  and  the  Statute  of  Henry  VIII.,  are  of  opinion  there 
is  nothing  in  the  first  that  takes  away  the  direction  in  the 
last,  but  that  upon  the  death  of  a Chief  Governor  the  Council 
must  elect  for  the  interim  as  that  Statute  appoints.”  .... 

Copy. 

SiE  G.  Rooke  to  Sheewsbuey. 

1696,  May  12,  Britannia,  S.  by  E.  8 1.  off  the  Lyzard. — Sends 
this  by  the  Lyme,  who  came  in  last  night  from  the  Straits,  and 
encloses  a copy  of  the  captain’s  account,  which  is  blind  and 
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imperfect.  It  seems  he  saw  the  French  fleet  at  a great  distance, 
was  scared  out  of  his  senses,  and  ran  away  from  them  as  fast  as 
he  could.  Concludes  these  southerly  winds  have  brought  them 
to  Brest.  Will  proceed  towards  Ushant,  to  obtain  information. 
Gives  his  ideas  as  to  what  the  enemy  may  intend  to  do. 

E.  15.  Enclosure  : — 

Account  by  [Capt.]  V.  Bowles  [name  of  ship  not  stated]  of  his 
instructions  and  proceedings  for  discovering  the  French 
fleet.  . . . Was  chased  into  Cadiz  Bay,  “ where  on  the  16th 
[April]  we  had  advice  by  an  express  from  [the  consul  at] 
Gibraltar  that  the  French  fleet  was  at  anchor  to  the  eastward  of 
that  place,  much  about  where  the  Lumley  Castle  was  lost ; and 
the  four  ships  that  chased  us  were  seen  oft'  Terreef,  cruising  from 
side  to  side,  while  their  fleet  lay  near  Gibraltar,  the  Spaniard 
giving  them  free  liberty  to  send  their  boats  ashore  and  buy  what 
they  had  occasion  for  ; they  giving  the  Spaniard  the  same  liberty 
to  pass  ■with  their  boats  or  vessels  when  they  pleased  (as  if 
allies)  ; and  that  their  scouts  in  the  Straits’  mouth  give  them  all 
assurance  of  a free  passage  to  and  from  Ceuta,  without  any 
molestation  from  them.”  Left  Cadiz  Bay  a few  days  later,  and 
was  again  chased  by  five  French  ships,  one  of  which  “ hauled 
down  her  French  colours,  and  hoisted  an  English  jack  and 
ensign.” 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  12-22,  Turin. — The  enemy  continue  their  march 
towards  the  plain,  and  will  be  this  evening  at  Yeillane.  We  are 
behind  Turin,  so  as  to  avoid  a combat.  The  Swiss  officer  who 
sent  the  advices  has  fallen  ill  at  Arrau,  •R’hich  has  prevented  his 
coming  here,  as  directed. 

French.  R.  29. 

Shrew'sbury  to  Sec.  BLAimvAYT. 

1696,  May  15,  Whitehall. — “Your  letter  of  the  12th  I received 
this  morning,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  having  attended 
the  Justices  at  the  same  time,  the  proposal  of  sending  a squadron 
to  the  West  Indies  was  renewed,  to  which  it  seems  to  me  they  are 
not  much  inclined.  The  proposal  you  left  with  me  was  also  read 
to  them,  but  they  think  it  necessary  all  ships  that  go  to  those  seas 
should  be  sheathed,  which  makes  the  dispatch  more  tedious  than 
you  reckon.  They  complain  those  parts  have  been  very  fatal  to 
the  seamen,  the  ■want  of  which  is  one  of  our  greatest  difficulties  ; 
in  short,  they  say,  if  such  a squadron  be  ordered,  it  must  he 
taken  from  the  main  Fleet;  so  that,  till  Sir  George  Rooke  returns, 
no  consideration  can  be  had  of  it. 

“Mr.  Musgrave,  being  removed  into  Sir  Thomas  Littleton’s 
place,  has  a pretention  to  the  same  additional  salary  of  a 
hundred  pounds  a year,  which  the  King  granted  to  Sir  Thomas 
about  two  years  since,  but  has  (as  I am  informed)  been  generally 
enjoyed  by  his  predecessors  in  that  employment.  Mr.  Yffirnon 
will  send  you  a ■warrant  for  the  King’s  hand  in  case  his  Majesty 
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be  pleased  to  allow  it ; at  the  same  time  a commission  will  also 
come  to  constitute  Mr.  Buscaweu,  Governor  of  St.  Mawes,  which 
his  Majesty  directed,  but  was  neglected  before  his  departure. 

“ I have  a letter  from  Sir  George  Eooke  of  the  12th.  He  was 
then  S.  and  by  E.  8 leagues  off  the  Lizard,  endeavouring  to  gain 
the  latitude  of  Ushant,  and  intending  to  send  in  vessels  to  look 
into  Brest,  or  otherwise  not  to  lose  the  first  opportunity  of  gain- 
ing the  best  intelligence  he  could  of  the  enemy. 

“ We  have  sat  two  days  in  Council  examining  the  warrant  his 
Majesty  had  signed  for  constituting  the  National  Land  Bank,  in 
order  to  our  signing  the  Bill ; some  few  alterations  have  been 
thought  necessary,  but  all  is  this  night  settled,  and  will  be  signed 
by  us  as  soon  as  the  Bill  can  be  i3repared.” 

Copy. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbuey. 

1696,  May  15-25,  Camp  of  Moncallier. — Movements  of  the 
French,  who  have  about  40,000  more  men  than  we  have.  His 
E.H.  is  at  Turin  wuth  M.  de  Leganes,  the  P.  de  Comercy,  and  M. 
de  Louvignies.  Military  dispositions. 

French.  E.  June  1st. 

Eob.  Webber  to  Mr.  John  Young,  South  Launceinge,  near 
Shoreham,  Sussex. 

1696,  May  16. — “ I suppose  your  friends  out  of  Worcestershire, 
whom  you  expected,  have  not  come.”  Eefers  to  a lawsuit. 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  18-28,  Camp  of  Moncallier. — The  enemy  have 
advanced  no  further. 

French.  E.  June  5th. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  May  19,  Whitehall. — “The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr. 
d’Hervart  I received  by  the  last  post.  What  relates  to  increasing 
the  pension  to  one  of  the  Advoyers,  his  Majesty  alone  can  judge 
what  is  proper,  and  will  I suppose  direct  you  to  write  accordingly 
to  Mr.  d’Hervart.  But  as  to  the  complaint  that  his  Majesty’s 
Minister  does  not  give  them  the  same  style  that  others  do,  I 
think  it  may  not  be  improper  that  you  know  we  can  find  no 
precedents  in  our  books  of  any  transactions  with  the  Cantons, 
insomuch  that  I remember,  when  Mr.  Cox  came  hither,  w'e  could 
not  decide  in  whose  province  he  was.  I mention  this  because  I 
believe  there  will  be  less  difficulty  in  satisfying  them  upon  this 
head,  and  in  giving  them  the  same  style  that  is  practised  by  the 
Emperor,  France,  and  the  other  crowned  heads. 

“ My  Lord  Monmouth  moved  yesterday  in  Council  in  favour 
of  Sir  William  Booth,  who,  having  absconded  all  this  while, 
falls  under  his  Majesty’s  directions  not  to  be  bailed  nor  set  at 
liberty,  if  he  should  surrender  himself ; but  my  Lord  Monmouth 
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acquainting  the  Council  that  he  offered  now  to  come  in,  to  take 
the  Oaths,  and  sign  the  Association,  and  Mr.  Secretary  bearing 
witness  for  him  that  he  had  at  first  offered  to  surrender  himself,  if 
he  might  be  admitted  to  bail,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  thought 
there  was  something  particular  in  this  gentleman’s  circumstances, 
and  desired  they  might  be  laid  l)efore  his  klajesty. 

“ Letters  of  the  14th  from  Dublin  left  my  Lord  Deputy  in  so 
desperate  a condition  that  we  expect  the  next  news  will  bring  an 
account  of  his  death. 

“ I have  one  from  you  of  the  14th.” 

Copij. 


Sir  G.  Rooke  to  [Shrewseury]  . 

[16]  96,  May  19,  Britannia,  N.W.  by  W.  21  1.  off  Ushant. — 
“ IVe  got  over  upon  this  coast  on  the  14th,  in  the  morning,  and 
I immediately  detached  a squadron  of  ships  and  small  vessels 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Beaumont  in  the  Mountague,  and 
sent  them  in  for  discovery  at  the  Trade  between  Ushant  and  the 
Maine,  who  without  any  resistance  stood  fair  into  Camarett  and 
Bertram  Bays  from  side  to  side,  and  saw  as  much  in  Brest 
Sound  as  they  could  without  passing  their  forts.”  Sends  the 
account  and  a resolution  of  the  council  of  flag-ofiicers,  to  whom 
there  appeared  to  be  no  certainty  that  the  Tollonne  fleet  was 
got  into  Brest. 

“I  ordered  Capt.  Beaumont  in  again,  to  get  some  people 
either  from  the  shore  or  out  of  fisher-boats,  who  might  give  us 
more  certain  intelligence  ; and  at  the  same  time  I sent  the  Lark 
and  Messenger  spy-boat  to  make  what  discovery  they  could  at 
Bell-Isle.  Captain  Beaumont  on  the  16th,  at  night,  sent  the 
brigantines,  two  twenty-oared  boats,  Ac.,  into  a place  called  the 
Mollino’s  (sic),  betw’een  Ushant  and  St.  Matthew’s  Point,  wdiere 
in  the  night  they  landed,  surprised  the  guard,  and  took  the 
people  in  their  beds ; and  after  plundering  a poor  town  and 
church,  they  burned  five  or  six  small  vessels,  of  which  one  was 
an  English-built  ketch,  and  brought  aw’ay  a priest  and  three  or 
four  of  the  principal  inhabitants  with  them. 

“Yesterday  morning  Capt.  Beaumont  returned  and  joined  the 
Fleet,  as  did  about  the  same  time  Capt.  Edwards  in  the  Seaverne, 
and  Capt.  Norris  in  the  Content  Prize,  the  latter  having  two 
nights  before  taken  a French  man-of-war  of  thirty  guns,  called 
the  Fudriant,  who  sailed  from  Brest  the  13th  inst. ; so  that,  the 
prisoners  in  the  man-of-war  and  those  taken  from  the  shore  con- 
curring in  their  account  . . . that  the  Tollonne  fleet  arrived 

at  Brest  the  15th  instant,  n.s.,  I called  the  flag-officers  aboard 
again.  . . . We  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  pro- 

ceeding according  to  my  orders  at  Torbay.” 

Sends  an  account  by  Capt.  Fitz  Patricke  of  his  having  almost 
had  a rencounter  with  Mens.  Nesmonde.  Some  of  the  prisoners 
confess  that  their  fleet  came  into  port  in  a very  ill  condition. 
Some  boast  that  they  will  have  90  ships-of-line  at  sea  this 
summer;  others  suppose  they  will  fit  out  only  a strong  squadron, 
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which  will  probably  attempt  to  intercept  our  Turkey  fleet  in  their 
passage  home,  or  the  Spanish  galleons  in  their  return  from  the 
West  Indias. 

R.  22.  Enclosures  : — 

1.  Copy  of  the  account  of  Capt.  Beaumont  and  other  ofticers, 
14  May.  Went  within  a mile  of  the  rock  going  into  Brest,  ami 
saw  22  sail,  &c. 

2.  Copy  of  the  resolution  of  a Council  of  flag-officers  on  the 
Britannia,  off  Ushant,  15  May  : that  it  seemed  uncertain  whether 
the  Toulon  fleet  had  arrived ; to  send  a small  frigate  and  a spy- 
boat  to  look  into  Bell-Isle,  &c. 

3.  Copy  of  Capt.  Norris’s  account,  which  lie  took  from  the 
ofiieers  of  the  Fudryant,  a French  prize,  taken  16  May.  She  had 
28  guns  and  150  men,  and  was  bound  to  meet  Mons.  Nesmond, 
who  has  eight  ships  with  him.  The  Toulon  fleet  arrived  at 
Brest  on  the  5th,  and  were  47  men-of-war,  besides  four  which 
had  been  forced  back  to  Toulon  by  damage  received  at  sea. 
“ Mons.  Amperaill  is  said  to  be  amongst  these  gentlemen.” 

4.  Copy  of  the  depositions  of  some  Frenchmen  who  were 
taken  from  the  Mollins,  18  May  ; that  the  Toulon  fleet  arrived  in 
Brest  about  a fortnight  ago,  and  consisted  of  about  60  sail,  and 
5 or  6 flags. 

5.  Copy  of  the  depositions  of  Capt.  Ferville  [or  Friville?], 
commander  of  la  Foudroyante,  19  May,  o.s.,  as  to  French  ships 
at  Brest,  Port  Louis,  Eochfort,  Bunkirke,  and  Toulon.  Mons. 
Nesmonde  was  sent  cruising  with  seven  sail,  &c. 

6.  Copy  of  the  resolution  of  a Council  of  flag-officers,  18 
May,  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  Torrbay. 

7.  Copy  of  a letter  from  Capt.  Fitzpatrick,  commander  of  the 
Burford,  to  the  Admiral,  16  May,  off  the  west  end  of  the  Seames; 
about  his  meeting  with  a French  fleet,  supposed  to  be  Nesmond’s 
squadron. 


Sheewsbuby  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  May  22,  Whitehall. — “ This  morning  I received  your 
letter  of  the  18-28,  and  laid  it  before  the  Lords  at  their  meeting. 
The  only  objection  to  obeying  his  Majesty’s  commands  immedi- 
ately, and  ordering  the  troops  to  encamp,  and  vessels  to  be 
prepared  for  embarking  the  ten  battalions,  was  the  wonderful 
scarcity  of  money,  which  puts  a difficulty  upon  everything.  How- 
ever, at  the  next  meeting  the  Lords  will  be  attended  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Transport  and  others,  and  what  can  be  done 
will  not  be  omitted,  to  comply  with  his  Majesty’s  directions. 

“If  a squadron  could  be  spared,  and  might  be  sent  in  any  time 
to  the  West  Indies,  it  might  secure  Boston  against  the  expedition 
mentioned  in  the  letter  from  Commr.  St.  Loo,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Plantations  from  any  other  design  the  French  may  have 
against  them  at  this  time.  The  Admiralty  will  be  discoursed 
with  again  upon  this  occasion.  The  Commissioners  of  Trade 
have  not  yet  met,  for  want  of  a convenient  place,  and  the 
Committee  of  Plantations  decline  meddling  with  any  matters 
which  it  is  supposed  will  be  put  into  the  care  of  that  Commission. 
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“Enclosed  is  a letter  from  Consul  Cole  at  Algiers,  by  which  it 
seems  the  Dey  is  disposed  for  the  present  to  waive  the  searching 
English  ships  for  passes,  and  the  seizing  those  tliat  want  tliem. 
The  Consul  expects  some  directions,  which  must  be  left  to  his 
Majesty  ; but  Mr.  Baker,  the  late  Consul,  is  of  opinion  that  if 
Mr.  Cole  had  directions  to  demand  the  suspension  of  that  art[icle] 
of  the  Treaty  that  relates  to  passes  during  the  war  only,  it  would 
not  be  hard  to  get  it  continued  afterwards. 

“In  Consul  Cole’s  letter  to  Mr.  Baker  he  mentions  five  horses, 
which  the  Dey  designed  to  present  the  King  with,  upon  bis  being 
informed  his  Majesty  delighted  in  good  horses ; he  says  they 
only  w'ait  for  the  opportunity  of  the  first  ship  to  bring  them 
away. 

“ My  Lady  Oglethorp  solicits  extremely  that  Sir  Theophilus 
might  be  excepted  from  the  common  rule  his  Majesty  has  set, 
that  all  who  had  absconded  should  be  continued  in  custody  (if 
taken)  during  the  term  the  law  prescribes.  It  is  true  he  offered 
to  surrender  at  first  upon  bail,  and  I cannot  refuse  her  im- 
portunity to  lay  this  before  his  Majesty.” 

Copij. 


Shrew'Sbury  to  Galway. 

1696,  May  2-2,  Whitehall. — “Since  my  last  I have  received  your 
Lordship’s  of  the  4th,  7th,  18th,  21st,  [and]  28th  of  April,  and 
one  of  the  2nd  May,  all  old  style,  in  one  of  which  letters  there 
was  an  enclosed  for  his  Majesty,  which  I sent  by  the  first  post 
to  Holland.  Care  is  taken  that  an  account  of  the  intended 
assassination  shall  be  published  in  several  languages,  and  in  a 
few  days  I hope  it  will  be  public. 

“ It  is  of  so  great  importance  ” [Ac. ; see  Coxe] . 

Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  22-June  1,  Camp  of  Moncalier. — The  enemy  have 
made  no  further  movement ; they  are  encamped  between 
Yeillane  and  Eivole.  Deserters  from  their  army  say  they  are 
going  to  march  tomorrow  out  of  the  valley. 

French.  E.  June  8. 

Sir  G.  Eooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16]  96,  May  23,  Britannia,  off  Dartmouth,  going  into  Tore- 
bay. — “ Since  my  last  to  your  Grace  of  the  19th,  Mr.  Aylmer  with 
three  third-rates,  and  Sir  Martin  Beckman  with  the  bomb- 
vessels,  and  Vice-Admiral  Evertsen  with  twelve  men-of-war,  &c., 
joined  the  Fleet,  the  enclosed  being  a list  of  the  Dutch  squadron  ; 
so  that  we  are  now  together  upwards  of  eighty  ships  of  line,  a 
fine  Fleet,  and  it’s  pity  but  they  should  be  made  useful  to  the 
public  service ; but  1 have  racked  my  thoughts,  and  can  propose 
but  one  way  of  rendering  them  effectually  so,  and  that  is  be- 
laying the  body  of  our  Fleet  in  Camarett  and  Bertram  Bays,  and 
making  a detachment  to  sustain  the  small  frigates  and  bomb- 
vessels,  and  sending  them  into  the  Bay  with  orders  to  do  what 
26659  Y 
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mischief  they  can.  Thus,  my  Lord,  blocking  up  the  enemy’s 
fleet  in  their  principal  port,  insulting  their  coast,  and  ljurning 
their  towns  at  the  same  time,  must,  in  all  humble  opinion,  expose 
them  to  the  world,  make  them  very  uneasy  at  home,  and  give  a 
reputation  to  his  Majesty’s  arms.  And  this,  my  Lord,  I l^elieve 
may  be  done  with  the  assistance  of  some  small  frigates,  provided 
it  be  executed  quickly  ; which  I humbly  offer  to  your  Grace’s 
consideration  as  my  private  thoughts,  not  knowing  how  it  may 
he  approved  of  at  a council  of  war,  though  I must  confess  I do 
not  see  any  great  risk  in  the  undertaking. 

“ I wrote  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  desire  the  Fleet 
may  he  victualled  with  fresh  provisions  two  days  in  a week, 
otherwdse  many  of  our  men,  especially  those  returned  from  the 
Straits,  will  be  lost  for  want  of  refreshments.  I tell  your  Grace 
this,  that  in  case  you  think  it  necessary  you  may  please  to 
induce  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  to  exert  their 
authority  in  the  matter.” 

R.  25.  Enclosure  : — 

“ A list  of  the  Dutch  ships  in  the  Fleet,”  48  in  all,  with  the 
number  of  guns  in  each. 


Clblland  to  Lord  . 

1696,  May  23. — -Is  inclined  to  ramble,  hut  it  is  difticult  to 
leave  “this  place.”  Asks  him  to  send  a boat,  with  what  he 
thinks  fit  to  send  to  his  friends.  “What  went  under  Mrs. 
Robertson’s  cover  may  go  as  formerly.” 

[a  Jesuit]  to  — — . 

1696,  [May  23-] June  2,  Luxembourg.- — “La  verite  est,  que 
mon  silence  a ete  cause  par  I’inaction  ou  nous  nous  trouvons 
depuis  long  temps.  On  ne  nous  asseuroit  de  rien  plus  que  d’une 
prompte  campagne  cette  annee-cy,  unique  moyen  de  faire  des 
progress  (sic),  tres  facile  si  Ton  vouloit,  et  a quoy  tout  nous 
invite.  Cependant,  je  voyois  si  peu  d’apparence  a I’execution, 
que  je  n’ay  pas  voulu  ehagriner,  ni  vous  en  vous  disant  mes  senti- 
ments, ni  moy  meme  a vous  les  ecrire,  aimant  mieux  que  le 
temps  vous  enportat  lanovelle.  Je  remarque  que  les  Princes  se 
lassent  a la  fin  de  leur  fortune  et  condition ; et  qu’appres  avoir 
joiie  quelque  temps  leurs  persohages  dans  ce  moncle,  soit  par 
ennuy  de  sa  vanite,  ou  pour  quelque  autre  raison,  ils  rentrenf  en 
eux  memes,  se  reduisant  au  veritable  etre  de  Thome,  qui  aime 
naturellement  le  repos.  Je  ne  puis  vous  dire  d’avantage  la 
dessus. 

“Notre armee  s’assemble  a Rude,  et  on  fait  mine  icy  d’attaquer 
Temiswar,  entreprisse  tres  propre  pour  le  mois  de  May  passe. 
Notre  armee  est  en  verite  belle,  mais  commandee  de  memes  chefs 
que  Tannee  passed,  sujette  aux  memes  inconvenients,  plus 
pauvre,  avec  moins  d’harmonie  ; et  ce  qui  est  le  plus,  nous  avons 
a faire  a un  en  [n]  emy,  a qui  nous  avons  appris  par  nos  fautes, 
les  siennes.  II  y a dans  la  place  15M.  Janissaires;  Cornaro  Ta 
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fortifi^,  et  veut  la  defendre.  Outre  cela  nous  verrons  dans  pen 
le  Gr.  Turc  paroistre  en  ces  quartiers  la,  avec  une  formidable 
armee ; il  est  en  son  pouvoir  de  luy  donner  tel  mouvement  qu’il 
voudra,  et  il  n’est  pas  oblige  de  nous  venir  trouver  ; les  places 
d’Hongrie,  mal  garnies  et  fortiliees,  et  dont  le  plus  grand  part 
gist  dans  ses  vieilles  mines,  luy  donnant  I’acces  part  (.vir)  tout. 
Si  I’ennemy  se  vouloit  prendre  a une  bataille,  nous  pourrions 
esperer  quelque  bon  succes  ; mais  aussy,  si  une  seule  fois  nous 
eussions  du  pis,  treize  annees  de  travaux  et  de  victoires 
tomberoient  a la  fois.  Adjustez  a cela  la  paavrete  de 
)ws  tinauces,  qiii  cst  si  f/raml,  qidoii  iie  pent  doiiiier  Ic 
iiioi(reine\_)tt^  aux  desseins.  Cependant  il  n’y  a jamais  en  [eu  ?] 
plus  grand  luxe  en  ce  pays-cy,  ny  plus  d’argentparmy  les  sujets, 
qu’aujourdhuy. 

“ -Te  vous  en  pourois  confer  d’autres,  mais  cela  suffit  pour  vous 
faire  comprendre,  qn’on  cst  icy  dans  la  disposition  d’acceqder  de 
la  Fra  [_nce~]  telle  paix  qiCelle  nous  voudra  donner.  Je  ne  puis 
pourtant  m’empeclier  d’estre  fasche  a vos  voisiiis,  qui  semble 
vouloir  reprendre  leurs  vie  [i]  lies  maximes,  et  se  sauver  eux  seuls 
du  naufrage  ; mais  notre  fatalite  veut,  que  ]ious  soyons  trompez 
plus  d’une  fois.  J’ay  deja  ouy  murmurer  quelque  chose  de  cette 
paix,  et  on  nous  liatte  icy  que  nous  aurons  aussy  une  petite 
part  au  gasteau,  et  c’est  assez  de  nous  leurer,  et  que  faire  ‘? 
Nous  avons  I’ennemy  dans  I’Empire,  sur  nos  terres ; le  danger 
et  la  jalousie  entre  les  membres  qui  le  composent  s’acroist ; et 
nous  tombons,  et  toniljerolis  eternellemeiit,  dans  les  memes  fautes 
sur  lesquelles  I’ennemy  triomplie.” 

Copy,  enclosed  in  Mr.  Hill's  letter  of  June  11-21. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blatiiwayt. 

169(5,  May  26,  Whitehall. — “ Having  acquainted  you  in  a former 
letter  that  Sir  William  Booth  was  ready  to  take  the  Oaths  and 
sign  the  Association,  if  he  might  be  admitted  to  so  much  favour 
with  his  Majesty  as  to  be  exempted  from  the  rule  to  be  set  upon 
all  absconders,  the  Council  have  been  since  informed  by  my 
Lord  Monmouth  that  there  was  a mistake  in  that  offer,  so  that  I 
suppose  there  will  now  remain  no  cause  to  exempt  him  from  the 
common  fate  of  others  in  his  circumstances. 

“I  am  desired  by  Mr.  Russell  to  put  the  King  in  mind  that  the 
business  of  the  Admiralty  sulfers  for  want  of  attendance,  and 
that  he  understood  once  his  Majesty  did  consent  another  more 
healthy  and  able  to  attend  should  be  in  the  room  of  Col.  Austen, 
he  receiving  the  pension,  with  which  himself  was  well  satisfied. 

“My  Lord  Berkly  speaks  of  the  proposal  you  will  find 
mentioned  in  our  letter  to  his  Majesty  with  all  the  assurance  of 
success  imaginable,  and  that  he  is  confident  all  the  English 
officers  will  concur  in  opinion  with  him.  I confess  I very  much 
doubt  whether  they  will.  Hitherto  I think  at  sea  we  have  rather 
erred  on  the  too  cautious  hand  ; therefore  if  it  be  undertaken  I 
hope  it  will  succeed,  for  the  consequence  one  way  or  the  other  is 
too  visible  to  be  enlarged  upon.” 

Copy. 
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Shrewsbuey  to  Sir  G.  Eooke. 

1696,  May  26,  Whitehall. — Lord  Berkely  is  just  going  clown  to 
the  Fleet.  “You[r]  being  recalled  from  the  command  of  the 
Fleet,  and  another  sent  down  in  your  room,  might  have  the 
appearance  to  you,  as  if  jieople  were  dissatisfied  with  your  conduct, 
which  I assure  you  they  are  not ; but  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
direct,  at  his  going  away,  that  you  should  be  at  the  head  of  the 
Fleet  for  the  expedition  you  then  went  on,  and  that  after  that  my 
Lord  Berkeley  should  he  sent  down ; he  thinking  it  necessary 
you  should  attend  upon  the  Admiralty  Board,  for  reasons  I can 
better  explain  when  I see  you.” 

Copy. 


Sir  G.  B.OOKE  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  May  27,  Britannia,  in  Torbay. — “This  morning  a 
French  ketch  coming  from  the  eastw^ard,  and  seeing  the  Fleet  in 
the  Bay,  came  in  to  us,  and  surrendered  himself  and  vessel,  and 
begged  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  settle  either  in  Plymouth 
or  Dartmouth,  and  received  into  his  Majesty’s  protection  and 
government.  I do  enclose  your  Grace  a copy  of  what  the  master, 
&c.,  says  upon  their  examination,  and  do  humbly  offer  my  opinion 
that  if  they  be  encouraged,  it  may  be  a means  to  draw  others 
over  after  them.  I shall  send  them  into  Dartmouth,  to  remain 
there  till  your  Grace  shall  signify  their  Excellencies  the  Lords 
Justices’  pleasure  relating  to  them  and  their  vessel.” 

E.  29.  Enclosure  : — 

“ Deposition  of  John  Saurin,  native  of  Eochell,  and  master  of 
the  ketch  Mary  of  Eochell. 

“ That  he  went  about  six  months  ago  from  Eochell  to  Calais 
loaded  with  salt,  intending,  after  he  had  sold  his  cargo,  to  pass 
over  into  England,  being  one  of  the  Erench  new  converts.  He 
was  stopped  at  Port  Lewis  for  two  months  and  a half,  expecting  for 
a convoy.  That  he  left  Calais  seven  days  ago,  and  was  going  to 
Plymouth,  but,  seeing  the  English  Fleet,  came  to  surrender,  and 
beg  the  Admiral’s  jorotection,  that  he  may  continue  without 
molestation  his  voyage  to  Plymouth,  where  he  intends  to  settle 
and  keep  his  vessel  employed. 

“ He  has  wife  and  daughters  still  in  France,  who  are  to  follow 
him  in  a short  time ; he  has  friends  and  relations  both  in 
England  and  Holland.  He  has  four  men  with  him,  three  of 
whom  are  Protestants,  the  other  a Papist,  who  knew  nothing  of 
his  design, 

“ He  says  ’tis  generally  given  out  in  France  their  Fleet  is 
disarming,  and  are  not  to  go  out  this  year ; that  some  thousands 
of  seamen  deserted  last  year  in  Province,  having  not  received 
their  pay,  as  they  had  been  promised.  That  they  had  pressed 
very  hard  this  year  for  the  fitting  out  of  the  Touloone  fleet. 

“ That  the  misery  in  France  increases  every  day.  That  our 
bombs  in  Calais  did  but  little  harm,  most  of  them  arriving  short 
of  the  town  ; and  the  houses  being  unfurnished,  about  thirty 
houses  only  received  some  damage,  none  being  set  on  fire. 
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“ The  foresaid  Deposition  is  verbatim  confirmed  by  James 
Urtin,  pilot  of  the  said  ketch,  who  has  his  father  pilot  on  board 
Kear-Admiral  Vandergoes.” 

Copy,  signed  hy  liooke. 

Marshal  de  Catinat  to  [the  Marquis  de  St.  Thomas]. 

1696,  [May  27-]  June  6,  Camp  of  Rivalte. — Sends  a number 
of  propositions  to  be  submitted  to  his  R.H.  [the  Duke  of  Savoy] 
on  the  part  of  the  King  of  France,  on  condition  that  free  passage 
be  given  to  the  French  troops  through  his  states,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  war  on  the  Milanese.  If  they  are  not  accepted,  his 
Majesty  is  resolved  to  “ exterminate  ” the  country  entirely. 

Copy,  French. 


St.  Thomas  to  [Catinat]. 

1696,  [May  28-]  June  7,  Turin. — His  R.H.  refuses  the 
propositions.  He  was  forced,  by  threatened  oppression,  to  take 
up  arms,  and  regards  the  King  Catholic  and  the  Emperor  as  his 
defenders. 

Copy,  French. 


Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrew^sbury]  . 

1696,  [May  28-] June  7,  s.n.,  Gand. — “I  received  the  honour 
of  your  Grace’s  letter,  which  gives  us  directions  about  our 
extraordinaries,  to  which  I shall  readily  obey,  though  I am  upon 
a frontier  post. 

“ His  Majesty  has  reviewed  his  own  Army  here,  which  is  in  a 
better  condition  than  it  ever  was,  though  very  poor.  The  King 
will  go  in  two  days  to  see  the  States’  army  which  is  commanded 
by  the  Prince  of  Nassaw,  under  the  Elector  ; for  the  King  alone 
can  keep  those  two  princes  in  order.  We  are  all  very  big  with 
e.xjiectations  of  a peace,  and  I am  persuaded  there  are  great 
endeavours  used  to  come  at  one  the  nearest  way.  The  Spanish 
and  Imperial  Ministers  are  very  angry  that  anything  should  be 
done  which  is  not  communicated  to  them. 

“ I believe  we  shall  have  no  action  this  way  this  summer ; but 
the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  will  be  on  the  Meuse,  and  so  make  us 
superior.” 

R.  June  1st,  o.s. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  May  29,  Whitehall. — “I  have  received  yours  of  the  31st 
of  May  and  4th  of  June,  n.s.  In  the  first  you  forgot  to  enclose 
the  list  of  the  Toulon  fleet,  which  I should  be  glad  to  see. 

“ Mr.  Vernon  will  particularly  inform  himself  what  can  be 
done  with  relation  to  restoring  the  goods  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Auverkirk’s  letter,  and  give  you  an  account  of  it,  if  not  this,  the 
next  post. 

“ Upon  reading  to  the  Lords  Justices  that  paragraph  of  your 
letter  of  the  4th  that  relates  to  his  Majesty’s  unwillingness  that 
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the  letter  should  go  to  constitute  the  three  Justices  in  Ireland, 
their  Lordships  have  not  sent  it  forward,  thinking  it  in  a great 
measure  useless.  My  Lord  Deputy  has  an  unquestioned  power, 
and  has  executed  it,  to  nominate  two  Justices  during  his  illness. 
This  would  only  the  King’s  authority  add  one  more,  hut  would 
not  remedy  that  which  seems  to  he  the  most  likely  to  breed 
confusion  there,  which  is,  the  dispute  by  what  authority  the 
Governors  are  to  be  appointed  in  case  of  my  Lord  CapelTs  death; 
whether  my  Lord  by  the  powers  in  his  patent,  or  the  Council  by 
the  Statute  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  The  Lords  Justices  here, 
apprehending  this  contention  may  arise,  in  case  my  Lord  Deputy 
should  die,  did  humbly  desire  his  Majesty  would  empower  them 
to  appoint  such  persons  as  his  Majesty  should  think  proper  to 
administer  the  Government  there,  till  such  time  as  it  might  be 
farther  considered  ; and  I hope  something  to  this  effect  his 
Majesty  will  please  to  direct. 

“Estimates  are  directed  to  he  prepared  for  encamping  the 
troops,  and  for  embarking  the  ten  Eegiments ; but  neither  of 
these  services  being  to  be  complied  with  without  ready  money, 
the  Treasury  will  he  under  difficulties  to  procure  it ; so  that  it 
seemed  a question  this  morning  among  the  Lords  whether,  if  his 
Majesty  knew  the  difficulties,  he  would  think  the  service 
intended  -were  answerable  to  them. 

“Admiral  Kussell,  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  desires  it  may  be 
laid  before  his  Majesty  whether  he  would  please  to  grant  him  a 
warrant  for  leave  to  receive  such  presents  as  have  or  shall  be 
made  him  by  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  Barbados 
during  the  war,  in  regard  the  intercourse  between  that  place  and 
England  is  so  much  interrupted  that,  after  a present  is  made,  it’s 
a year  or  more  before  he  can  receive  it.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Galw'ay. 

1696,  May  29,  Whitehall. — Expresses  his  “concern  for  the 
difficulty  of  the  circumstance  ” in  which  Galway  is  placed. 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  G.  Eooke. 

1696,  May  29,  Whitehall. — “I  received  this  morning  your 
letter  of  the  27th  with  the  enclosed  deposition  of  John  Saurin; 
but  his  coming  in  and  surrendering  himself  in  this  manner  looks 
so  like  a trick  to  get  intelligence,  that  I think  you  will  do  well  to 
secure  him  and  his  vessel  for  so  long  time  as  may  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  give  the  enemy  any  information  concerning  the 
Fleet  that  may  he  of  use  to  them ; after  wdiich  he  may  be  dis- 
charged.” 

Copy. 

Catinat  to  [St.  Thomas]. 

1696,  June  [2-]  12,  Camp  of  Eivalte. — Asks  for  a more 
precise  answer  to  his  propositions,  and  to  know  whether  his 
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R.H.  intends  to  persist  in  his  misfortune,  as  he  calls  it.  The 
Iving  of  France  is  prepared  to  show  him  some  surprising  favours. 
Cop}!,  French. 


Berkeley  to  Shrewsrury. 

1690,  June  3,  Torrbay. — “ I herewith  send  your  Grace  the 
result  of  our  council  of  war,  by  which  you  will  find  that  it  is  not 
thought  practicable  to  attempt  the  ships  in  Brest ; indeed,  we 
were  some  time  before  we  could  get  the  Dutch  so  much  as  to 
discourse  of  it ; but  after  we  had  called  down  the  Lord 
^lacclestield’s  Frenchman,  and  otherways  informed  ourselves, 
we  found  that  we  could  nowhere  ride  with  our  Fleet  in  Brest 
water  out  of  gunshot,  without  which  I never  did  think  the 
attempt  reasonable,  unless  it  was  necessary  to  make  such  a 
desperate  attempt  to  save  our  country,  which  I hope  will  never 
be  our  condition;  but  if  it  is,  I shall  be  very  ready  to  go  upon  it, 
and  so  will,  I believe,  most  of  the  officers  of  the  Fleet.  The 
Dutch  talked  of  sending  convojLS  abroad,  and  seeing  their 
merchant-ships  into  the  sea,  but  I was  unwilling  to  enter  into  a:iy 
other  matters  till  I had  orders  from  home. 

“ I do  not  indeed  see  any  great  probabilit}^  we  have  of  doing 
service  this  year,  unless  we  by  chance  meet  with  some  of  their 
ships  in  Camarett  Bay,  when  we  shall  have  a prospect  of  destroy- 
ing them ; or  that  Ave  attack  Belle  Isle,  which  will  require  a con- 
siderable number  of  land  forces. 

“Our  Fleet  here  is  in  an  ill  condition  as  to  men,  and  will 
every  day  groAV  worse ; which  if  the  French  know,  and  come  out 
the  latter  end  of  the  summer,  they  will  have  an  advantage  over 
us.  This  Sir  George  Booke  acquainted  the  Admiralty  with,  who 
have  returned  me  answer  that  they  have  no  way  of  supplying  us 
with  men,  but  that  I must  apply  myself  to  the  Lords  Justices  for 
soldiers,  which,  I think,  if  the  French  do  fit  out,  will  be 
absolutely  necessary,  but  that  there  is  no  haste  of  their  coming 
on  board,  till  we  have  farther  intelligence  of  the  enemy.” 

B.  .5th.  KncloHurc : — 

Copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Council  of  War  held  on 
board  the  Britannia,  in  Torrbay,  3 .June,  1696. 

“ It  was  proposed  to  attack  the  French  fleet  in  Brest  water; 
and  the  question  Avas  put,  considering  hoAV  it  is  noAV  fortified, 
whether  it  be  reasonable  to  attempt  it. 

“Resolved,  that  it  is  neither  reasonal)le  nor  practicable, 
considering  hoAV  many  and  great  fortifications  they  have  there 
for  four  or  fiA'e  mile  in  length,  Avhich  Avould  not  only  in 
probability  disable  many  of  our  ships  going  in  and  blind  us  Avith 
their  smoke,  Avhich  AA’Ould  put  us  in  all  the  confusion  imaginal)le, 
but  aftenvards,  if  Ave  should  have  the  good  fortune  to  destroy  part 
of  the  enemy’s  fleet,  we  could  not  Avith  our  Fleet  lie  anyAvbere 
out  of  gun  nor  bomb-shot  from  the  enemy,  and  consequently  in  all 
probability  should  be  disabled  from  getting  out  again.  Besides, 
the  tide  in  going  in,  being  very  rapid,  if  any  of  the  ships  lose 
masts  or  rudders,  they  would  run  on  l)oard  of  one  another,  and 
by  that  means  render  our  design  fruitless  ; or,  if  it  should  prov'e 
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calm  (as  it  often  does  when  many  guns  are  fired)  when  part  of 
the  ships  got  in,  they  would  be  forced  to  anchor  upon  very  great 
disadvantage,  and  part  our  Fleet.” 

A brief  letter  from  Shreioshury,  in  reply,  dated,  5 June,  follows. 


[Loed  Justice]  Sir  Charles  Porter  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  June  3,  Dublin. — “I  presume  to  give  your  Grace  this 
trouble  to  acquaint  you  that  on  Saturday  last,  about  seven  at 
night,  my  Lord  Deputy  departed  this  life  ; and  yesterday  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  made  choice  of  me  to  be  Justice  till  his 
Majesty’s  pleasure  he  further  signified,  which  is  done  pursuant 
to  a power  given  them  in  such  emergencies  by  the  Statute  of  33 
of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

“.  . . In  many  parts  the  Tories  commit  robberies,  and  in  some 
places  are  about  twenty  or  thirty  in  a company.  The  privateers 
also  are  very  bold,  and  have  landed  at  Scattery,  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Shanon,  where  they  have  killed  two  or  three,  and  taken  away 
some  cattle,  and  so  they  have  done  in  the  north ; and  there  are 
about  fifteen  privateers  and  two  French  men-of-war  waiting  nigh 
the  North  Channel  for  the  return  of  the  West  India  ships  belong- 
to  Leverpoole,  White-Haven,  and  other  ports  that  way ; so  that 
if  some  ships  of  force  be  not  sent  to  secure  those  parts,  there  will 
be  great  damage  done  to  the  merchants  of  England.  I have  by 
this  express  given  a particular  account  of  it  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  hope  their  Lordships  will  take  effectual  care  to 
provide  against  this  mischief.” 

R.  8. 


Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1696,  June  4-14,  Gand. — “His  Majesty  has  left  us  here 
under  the  care  of  the  Prince  of  Vaudemont,  whilst  he  is  gone  to 
command  the  other  army  in  Braband.  We  are  retrenched  here, 
and  the  enemies  are  retrenched  in  Braband,  and  I see  no 
appearance  of  any  action.  The  projects  for  a peace  are  carried 
on  with  the  greatest  secrecy  imaginable,  and  not  communicated 
to  any  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Allies.  Some  endeavours  have 
lieen  used  to  quiet  the  Conte  de  L’Aunitz,  but  Don  Quiros  makes 
a great  noise,  neither  like  a wise  j.ior  an  honest  man. 

“ The  Court  of  France  has  demanded  whether  the  Allies  would 
gladly  come  to  a cessation  of  arms,  whilst  the  difficulties  which 
retard  the  Peace  may  be  adjusted ; and  the  great  necessity  and 
danger  in  which  the  Duke  of  Savoye  is  now,  seems  to  make  that 
very  necessary  to  us,  but  we  go  on  a little  irresolutely.  What 
does  most  employ  the  King’s  thoughts  is,  whether  he  shall  come 
to  a cessation  or  not.  I believe  the  greatest  and  only  difficulty 
afterwards  would  be  about  Stratsbourg,  unless  something  should 
happen  which  should  alter  the  present  situation  of  affairs. 

“ What  I take  the  liberty  to  tell  your  Grace  here  is  what  is 
known  to  so  few  that  I ought  not  to  know  it.” 

R.  8. 
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Shrewsbuey  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  June  5,  Whitehall. — I made  no  answer  the  last  post  to 
yours  of  May  28th  relating  to  the  memorial  of  the  Flemish 
Merchants,  because  Mr.  Vernon  had  directions,  and  was  able  to 
do  it  more  fully. 

“ This  morning  I received  another  from  you  of  June  the  1st, 
and  his  Majesty’s  commands  therein  mentioned  shall  be  punc- 
tually observed. 

“ I desire  you  will  lay  before  his  Majesty  a warrant,  which 
Mr.  Vernon  will  enclose  to  you,  to  put  the  lives  of  Mr.  Hethring- 
ton  and  Mr.  Jekyll  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper  in 
Chancery;  and  acquaint  his  Majesty  that  this  warrant  is  sent 
over  at  the  request  of  my  Lord  Keeper.  His  Lordship  desires 
also  it  may  be  laid  before  his  Majesty  as  his  opinion  that,  Mr. 
Justice  Gregory  being  lately  deceased,  Baron  Turton  may  be  fit 
to  he  advanced  to  the  King’s  Bench,  and  that  Serjeant  Blenke 
succeed  a Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  Turton’s  place. 

“ The  last  letters  from  Ireland  give  some  hopes  of  my  Lord 
Capell’s  recovery.  If  that  should  happen,  I suppose  he  would 
renew  his  desire  of  coming  to  the  Bath,  which  he  cannot 
conveniently  do,  unless  a power  he  lodged  somewhere  of  appoint- 
ing Justices  in  his  absence,  that  in  his  present  commission  giving 
him  authority  only  in  case  of  indisposition,  and  does  not  mention 
absence.” 

Copy. 


Sir  G.  Rooke  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  June  6,  Berwicke  St.  Leonard’s,  near  Shaftsbury. — “ I 
am  obliged  to  your  Grace  for  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  26th 
ult.  by  my  Lord  Berkeley,  and  do  concur  in  your  Grace’s  thoughts 
that  the  time  and  manner  of  my  lieing  recalled  from  the  command 
of  the  Fleet  did  need  an  explanation  even  to  myself,  for  certainly 
no  man  was  ever  yet  taken  from  the  head  of  forty  thousand  men  in 
the  midst  of  a campaign  without  the  commission  of  some  notorious 
fault ; and,  my  Lord,  I must  presume  to  say,  I will  justify  my 
conduct  to  the  nicest  and  severest  scrutiny.  However,  I do  sin- 
cerely assure  your  Grace  this  indignity  has  no  other  effect  on  me 
than  to  convince  me,  as  I presume  it  will  with  good  reason  the 
rest  of  the  world,  that  I am  not  fit  for  the  execution  of  any  mili- 
tary employment  at  sea  ; and  therefore,  if  ever  your  Grace  shall 
hear  me  mentioned  for  such,  I do  most  humbly  beg  you’ll  inter- 
pose your  authority  that  it  may  not  he  offered  to  me  ; for  I have 
solemnly  resolved  never  to  embark  myself  again  in  that  service, 
though  I am  in  all  other  respects  devoted  to  the  King’s  service, 
with  an  entire  resignation  of  myself  to  his  Majesty’s  pleasure. 

“ As  soon  as  I am  recovered  of  a violent  cold,  which  I took  com- 
ing from  Torbay  hither,  I will  pay  my  duty  to  your  Grace  in 
town.” 

R.  10th. 
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Memorandum  by  -Jo.  Cooper. 

1696,  June  6-10. — “ On  Saturday,  the  6th  of  June,  1696, 1 met 
with  Dr.  Charles  Lesly,  who  goes  by  the  name  of  White,  and  in 
drinking  a bottle  of  wine  with  him  at  the  Castle  Tavern  in 
Pater-noster  Pmw,  amongst  other  discourse  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, he  did  own  himself  to  he  the  author  of  a book  called  ‘ An 
Answer  to  Dr.  King’s  Book,’  &c.  . . . Anderton,  the  printer  of 
it,  was  executed.  . . . Mr.  Plugh  Hamilton,  with  whom  the 
original  copy  was  seized,  . . . [and]  who  was  found  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanour  for  its  being  in  his  custody,  was  now  fled 
into  France.  ...  I told  him  there  was  another  liook  put  out 
against  the  Government  not  long  after  the  forrqer,  styled  ‘ The 
xinatomy  of  a Jacobite,’  which  all  his  friends,  and  indeed 
strangers  too,  did  guess  to  be  his  doing,  . . . for  that  the  account 
the  book  gives  of  Blencoe’s  affair  demonstrates  it,  . . . and  his 
procuring  a copy  also  of  the  Lord  Sunderland’s  letter.  ...  I 
asked  him  of  another  pamphlet  which  Avent  by  the  name  of 
‘ Mr.  Anderton  the  printer’s  and  Mr.  Ashton’s  last  Speech  ’ ; 
which  he  made  no  ansAver  to.  . . . 

“ Sunday,  7th  June. — xit  7 o’clock  in  the  evening  we  met  at 
the  Bull’s-head  tavern,  at  the  end  of  Tower-street,  Avhere  I sent 
for  a gentleman  that  the  Doctor  OAved  a hundred  pounds  to  by 
bond,  in  Avhich  I Avas  employed  these  four  years  past  to  recover 
it,  and  his  coming  to  us  prevented  our  discourse  of  anything  but 
their  business,  save  only  about  a dispute  that  Avas  to  be  decided 
betAA'een  one  Keith,  a Quaker,  against  William  Penn  and  the  rest 
of  them,  Avhich  Avas  to  be  held  at  Turners’  Hall  in  Philpott-lane 
the  12th  instant,  Avherein  the  Doctor  was  chosen  moderator,  but 
could  not  tell  what  to  do  in  it,  for  that  he  Avas  indeed  Keith’s 
friend,  AA'ho  had  right  on  his  side,  yet  was  afraid  to  disolffige 
Penn,  Avho,  notAAuthstanding  his  l)eing  a friend  to  the  Jacobites, 
and  more  particularly  to  him,  might,  it  may  be,  do  him  a 
prejudice  if  he  appeared  in  it,  and  did  not  knoAV  but  he  might 
be  there  discovered  by  some  person  that  might  know  him.  I 
endeavoured  to  persuade  of  it  {sic),  but  he  seemed  resolved  on 
doing  it.  At  parting  I conveyed  him  over  ToAver-hill ; in  our 
way  he  told  me  he  had  a great  desire  to  see  the  Lord  Forbes,  a 
prisoner  in  the  ToAver.  I ansAvered,  if  he  came  to  me  next  day 
at  4 in  the  afternoon,  I had  interest  enough  to  get  it  done  with- 
out his  being  examined  by  anyone  ; so  Ave  parted. 

“ Monday,  8th  June. — The  Doctor  came  to  me  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  having  taken  him  to  the  Lord  Forbes’s  lodgings, 
being  then  in  company  with  Col.  Griffin  and  Mr.  Barclay  (now  a 
prisoner  there),  his  Lordship  came  from  them  to  us  to  another 
room,  and,  having  saluted  the  Doctor,  Avas  in  a great  extasy  of 
joy  to  see  him  there  and  not  a prisoner.  . . . His  Lordship 

asked  hoAA'  Sir  Andrew  Forster  did,  and  what  was  become  of  him. 
The  Doctor  ansAvered,  very  Avell,  and  in  this  toAvn,  and  that  he 
had  had  many  escapes  since  the  plot’s  discovery.  . . . His 

Lordship  began  Sir  Andrew’s  good  health,  after Avards  King 
James’s,  his  soon  coming  to  his  OAvn,  his  Queen’s,  the  Prince  of 
Wales’,  and  the  young  Princesses’.  They  had  several  discourses 
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about  the  Non-Jurant  Bishops.  ...  It  being  then  near 
10  a clock,  which  is  the  time  of  shutting  up  the  Tower  gates,  we 
were  forced  to  come  away  ; but  about  an  hour  before  we  left  his 
Lordship  Mr.  Barnett  Howard  gave  his  Lordship  a visit,  and  the 
Doctor  would  not  be  seen  l)_y  hiim  . . . We  then  parted,  but 
made  an  appointment  to  meet  at  the  Bull’s-head  tavern  in 
Cheapside.  . . . 

“.June  10th,  KJOO. — About  (5  o’clock  I met  the  Doctor  at  the 
place  appointed,  lie  had  the  parson  with  him  that  was  at  my 

house  the  day  before His  friend,  who  seems  to  be  very 

violent,  saying  that  he  had  heard  something  of  Durans,  one  of 
the  assassinants,  being  taken  at  tbe  head  of  some  mob  in  the 
North,  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  ask  if  all  that  were  in  the 
Proclamation  were  not  now  taken.  The  Doctor  said  no,  for  that 
Sir  George  Barclay  was  not  in  their  clutches  yet.  . . . Then 

there  came  in  to  us  the  Recorder  of  Londonderry,  who  is  a good 
man  to  this  Government,  and  we  had  no  more  discourse  but  what 
was  of  public  things.” 

St.  Tiiojias  to  [Catinat]  . 

1G9G,  June  [G-]16,  Turin.— Refers  him  to  the  former  answer. 
His  R.H.  cannot  consent  to  turn  his  arms  against  Milan,  but  is 
willing  to  propose  a neutrality  in  Italy  on  behalf  of  the  Allies  and 
himself,  provided  the  Alost  Christian  King  will  give  up  Nice  and 
Yille-franche.  He  wishes  to  know  what  are  the  favours  alluded 
to  in  Catinat’s  letter. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed  : June  9 [o.s.?J. 

Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

169G,  June  8,  Torbay. — “Last  night  I received  your  Grace’s  by 
express,  and  this  morning  called  a council  of  war,  the  result  of 
which  I here  enclose  you.  The  Dutch  seem  very  apprehensive  of 
the  Spanish  llota,  and  for  their  security  proposed  sending  a fleet 
of  men-of-war  with  their  oiitward-bound  merchant  ships,  to  see 
them  as  far  as  the  channel  of  Maltha,  and  then  return  and  look 
for  the  tlota.  But  this  was  not  at  all  approved  l)y  us,  as  thinking 
it  too  soon  to  divide  the  fleet  till  we  knew  what  the  French  were 
doing  ; besides,  they  might  not  be  back  from  the  Straits  expedi- 
tion before  the  arrival  of  the  flota.  It  is  certain  that  tbe  safe 
coming  home  of  the  flota  is  of  great  consequence  both  to  us  and 
the  Dutch,  but  they  are  not  expected  till  October  ; so  that  there 
is  time  enough  to  think  of  it  when  we  have  further  intelligence 
of  the  enemy,  who  they  say  now  are  disarming  at  Brest,  which 
we  only  take  to  lie  refitting,  till  we  hear  they  have  sent  some  of 
their  ships  to  lay  up  at  Port  Louis  and  Rochfort,  or  that  they 
have  discharged  their  seamen ; for,  till  one  of  those  is  done,  it  is 
mo.st  certain  that  they  can  fit  out  their  ships  from  Brest  in  a 
short  time.  1 am  sending  Rear-Admiral  Nevil  with  eleven  men- 
of-war  and  two  fire-ships  into  the  Soundings,  to  secure  our 
trade.” 

R.  June  10th.  Enclosure  : — 

Copy  of  the  resolution  of  a Council  of  War,  held  on  the 
Britannia  in  Torrbay,  June  8,  lG9(i,  as  to  proposed  operations 
against  the  coasts  of  France. 
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Catinat  to  [St.  Thomas]. 

1696,  June  [8-]l_8,  Camp  of  Kivalte. — States  the  conditions 
on  which  the  proposed  neutrality  would  he  accepted.  Cannot 
explain  in  a letter  his  King’s  good  intentions  towards  his  E.H., 
but  will  do  so  to  an  accredited  envoy ; or  will  send  one. 

Copy,  French. 


St.  Thomas  to  [Catinat]  . 

1696,  June  [9-]  19,  Turin. — It  is  not  proper  for  his  R.H.  to 
receive  or  send  an  envoy.  Catinat  must  explain  more  fully  in 
writing. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed  : June  27. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  June  9,  Whitehall. — “There  being  nothing  in  your  letter 
of  the  4th  that  requires  any  answer,  I shall  only  enclose  a copy 
of  a letter  which  I received  by  the  last  post  from  my  Lord  Meath, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  there  is  some  dissatisfaction  at  my 
Lord  Chancellor’s  so  soon  procuring  himself  to  be  elected  sole 
Justice.  There  are  other  accounts  to  the  same  effect,  besides 
what  you  will  receive  from  Mr.  Vernon  by  direction  of  the  Lords 
Justices.  I hope  his  Majesty  will  not  delay  declaring  his 
pleasure  as  to  the  person  or  persons  he  will  put  at  the  head  of 
that  Government,  though  they  should  be  designed  to  continue 
but  for  a time,  because  to  his  Majesty’s  will  all  must  readily 
submit ; hut  till  that  be  known  many  will  remain  unsatisfied. 

“The  want  of  current  money  in  the  kingdom  begins  to  create 
disturbances  in  many  places ; and  I doubt  that  evil  is  like  rather  to 
increase  than  diminish  for  some  time,  because  hitherto  people 
have  been  quieted  with  having  their  necessities  represented,  and 
with  hopes  of  their  being  redressed  ; which  I doubt  will  he  very 
difficult  to  do  in  anything  that  may  be  to  purpose,  and  I am  sure 
will  be  impossible  to  the  degree  that  is  expected  ; so  that  I 
apprehend,  when  the  poor  understand  that  a remedy  is  not  like 
to  come  suitable  to  their  hopes,  they  will  be  very  unruly.  The 
Lords  Justices  have  set  apart  tomorrow  particularly  to 
discourse  with  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  upon  this  subject,  and 
if  any  expedient  can  be  found  useful,  and  practicable,  it  will  be 
very  happy.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Hill. 

1696,  June  9,  Whitehall. — “I  think  myself  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  confidence  you  put  in  me  by  yours  of  the  7th  and  14th, 
n.s.  I will  not  pretend  to  so  much  foresight  as  to  be  clear  what 
may  prove  most  for  our  advantage  in  the  end  ; but  the  nation  is 
a little  sore,  and  if  rest  be  not  mortal,  it  would  be  very  pleasant 
for  a time.  The  conclusion  of  this  matter  is  of  such  curiosity,  as 
■ well  as  importance,  that  one  need  not  say  any  information  upon 
the  subject  is  welcome ; and  I imagine  it  cannot  hang  long  in 
the  posture  it  now  is.” 

Copy. 
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Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  June  9-19,  Camp  of  Moncallier. — “ J’ay  receu  la  lettre 
que  nous  m’aues  fait  I’lionneur  de  m’escrire  du  22  du  mois 
passe ; et  M.  Vernon  a pris  le  soin  de  m’enuoyer  I’association, 
que  ie  feray  traduire  en  fran9ois  et  la  feray  signer  par  tons  les 
officiers  des  troupes  du  Roy,  et  I’enuoiray  a M.  Blatliwait  pour 
la  presenter  a sa  Majeste. 

“ Je  suis  bien  aise,  my  Lord  ” (&c.). 

The  rest  is  printed  hy  Goxe. 

Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1696,]  June  11-21,  Gand. — “ I am  sorry  to  find  your  Grace  is 
the  only  person  in  the  world  of  whom  I must  demand  pardon.  I 
am  not  at  the  post  where  your  Grace  did  set  me,  but  ’tis  the 
King  who  ordered  me  to  stay  here  on  a more  uneasy  post,  which 
allows  me  little  time  to  attend  your  Grace’s  business. 

“ The  enclosed  letter’^  comes  from  a Jesuit,  who  is  so  near  the 
Emperor’s  person  that  he  is  thought  to  speak  the  sense  of  that 
Court,  which  would  certainly  he  glad  of  a peace,  though  the 
Ministers  of  the  Empire  and  of  Spain  cry  out  against  the 
endeavours  which  are  used.  The  Princes  of  Baden,  of  Wirten- 
herg  and  others  have  sent  a kind  of  remonstrance  to  the 
E [lector]  of  Bavaria,  to  engage  him  as  chief  of  the  Circle  of 
Suabe  to  oppose  any  treaty  which  does  not  restore  Stratsbourg. 

“ ’Tis  now  easy  to  see  who  gets  or  who  loses  by  the  war,  by 
the  inclinations  or  aversions  which  they  discover  to  a peace. 
Mens,  de  Boufflers  retired  over  the  Sambre  so  soon  as  the  King 
advanced  towards  him,  as  if  he  had  orders  to  risk  nothing,  or  as 
if  he  remembered  the  affair  of  Casteau,  or  St.  Denis.  We  must 
be  allowed  here,  my  Lord,  to  desire  a peace,  since  all  our  sinews 
of  war  are  shrunk.  I have  paid  here  a good  while  longer  than 
the  bank  or  goldsmiths  pay,  and  I do  pay  still  every  day,  but  how 
long  I shall  be  able  to  do  so  God  knows.  When  I do  stop  pay- 
ment for  one  day  only,  I fear  there  is  an  end  of  our  war,  and  of 
our  peace  also.” 

R.  June  25. 


Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

[16]  96,  June  13,  Whitehall. — The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  are 
sending  a further  proposal  as  to  operations  against  the  enemy. 
Copy. 

Pass  for  D.\vid  Middelton  and  Captain  Edward  Barwach 

or  Borrows. 

1696,  June  13,  London. — 1.  Certificate  for  the  Pass. 

“We,  under  subscribers  hereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  David 
Middelton  is  employed  by  us  to  go  to  a trading  voyage  from  this 
[London]  to  Gottenburg,  in  Swedland,  and  from  thence  to 


* See  [May  23-]  June  2. 
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embark  for  Bergen  in  Norway,  and  from  thence  to  Leghorne; 
and  we  desire  he  may  have  a Pass  accordingly,  and  that  Captain 
Ed.  Borrows  (sic),  who  goes  along  with  him,  and  is  to  be  master 
of  our  ship  for  the  intended  voyage,  may  also  be  inserted  in  the 
said  Pass. 


“Edward  Barwaeh”  (sic). 


Thomas  Coutts. 
James  Cheisly. 


2.  Docket  of  a Pass  for  David  Middleton  and  Captain  Edward 
Barwaeh,  to  embark  at  Harwich  or  Gravesend  and  to  pass  over 
into  Holland. — Shrewsbury. 

Copies. 


Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1696,]  June  14-24,  Anvers. — “ I am  come  hither  l>y  order,  to 
make  a little  provision  for  a great  many  hungry  folks.  I must 
thank  your  Grace  for  the  honour  of  a letter  of  the  9th.  I am 
proud  enough  to  be  pleased  when  my  services  are  agreeable  to 
your  Grace,  but  I am  too  modest  to  expect  to  be  told  so.  I have 
long  used  myself  to  do  my  duty  as  well  as  I can,  and  shall 
always  do  so. 

“ Since  the  last  which  I had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Grace, 
I have  seen  a copy  of  the  Mareschal  de  Catinat’s  letter  to  the 
Marquis  de  St.  Thomas,  dated  the  6th,  and  the  said  Marquis’s 
answer,  dated  the  7th.  . . . [Suhstance  stated^ 

“Now  my  Lord  [Galway?]  sends  word  to  the  King,  <piil 
a bonne  opinion  de  la  fe)inete  de  S.A.U.,  d nwins  qn'il  y a 
qmlqae  traite  soubs  main;  but  the  last  clause  of  the  Marquis 
de  St.  Thomas’s  letter  to  the  Mareschal,  and  the  inaction 
in  which  Catinat  has  remained  after  his  threats,  though  in 
a power  to  execute  ’em,  makes  me  fear  the  Duke  of  Savoye 
had  too  much  tenderness  for  his  subjects  to  see  ’em  utterly 
destroyed ; and  I can  assure  your  Grace  that  the  apprehensions 
of  an  accommodation  in  Savoye  does  [do]  alarm  us  so  much 
here,  that  I do  wonder  the  King  has  not  a personal  engagement 
with  his  E.H.,  so  as  to  act  by  consentment ; for  the  King  has  not 
acquainted  the  Duke  with  what  Dyckvelt  is  doing  here,  nor 
has  the  Duke  informed  the  King  what  he  is  a-doing.  ’Tis 
wonderful,  my  Lord,  that  so  many  princes  have  made  war  so 
long  by  concert,  and  cannot  now  agree  to  treat  by  concert  for  a 
general  peace,  in  which  no  party  will  find  his  account  well, 
because  everyone  is  running  with  too  much  haste  to  look  after  it. 
Everybody  exclaims  against  the  States  for  treating,  yet  every- 
body would  treat,  I fear. 

“England  does  not  any  ways  fall  under  any  consideration,  but 
with  relation  to  the  King’s  person.  We  have  bore  a great  deal  of 
the  war,  and  shall  scarce  be  mentioned  in  the  Peace.  I am  told 
the  Erench  have  consented  to  treat  with  William  the  3rd,  King 
of  England,  &c.,  and  leave  the  consideration  of  a pension  for 
King  James,  and  the  pretentions  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  be 
adjusted  at  leisure. 
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“ So  much  for  the  Peace  ; as  to  our  military  exploits,  the  King, 
finding  himself  stronger  than  the  Mareschal  de  Bou[fJtiers,made  a 
motion  towards  him,  and  he  retired  with  such  unreasonable  and 
unexpected  precipitation  over  the  Samhre,  and  two  leagues  further, 
that  the  King  was  mightily  tempted  to  undertake  something; 
though  I know  his  plan  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  to  risk 
nothing  here,  but  to  make  as  many  feints  as  we  could,  to  draw 
our  enemies  this  way,  that  the  P [rince]  of  Baden  might  under- 
take the  siege  of  Phillipsbourg. 

“However,  at  present  the  King  has  a mind  to  invest  Charleroy,  or 
Dinant ; or  to  attempt  the  homharding  at  least  of  Dunkirque,  or 
forcing  the  lines  in  Klanders  ; hut  Mons.  [de]  Boufllers  is  so  ]>osted 
as  to  hinder  the  two  first,  and  Mons.  de  Yilleroy  is  yet  too  strong  in 
Flanders  to  suffer  us  to  attempt  the  two  last  designs.  ’Tis  certain, 
my  Lord,  that  his  IMajesty  would  lose  no  oppoi'tunity  to  act  this 
summer,  out  of  consideration  of  any  treaty  now  on  toot;  hut  ’tis  as 
certain  that  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Savoye,  the  want  of  money 
here,  the  impatience  of  the  States  (though  the  Pentionaire  is  very 
firm),  or  something  else  that  I know  nothing  of,  have  determined 
his  Majesty  in  favour  of  a reasonal)le  peace.  If  we  have  an  ill 
peace,  the  States  must  bear  all  the  reproaches ; if  we  have  no 
peace,  we  must  not  blame  our  King,  for  he  does  not  obstruct  it. 
When  I take  the  liberty  to  speak  positively  to  your  Grace,  it  is 
upon  good  conviction. 

[P.S.]  “ Pm  just  now  told  that  an  express  is  gone  by  for  the 

King  from  Savoye,  hut  can  yet  know  nothing  of  his  news. 

“ I cannot  forbear  to  observe  to  your  Grace  that  all  the  news 
of  a peace  which  fills  the  world  does  come  from  the  French.  All 
the  letters  from  France  are  full  of  the  conditions  which  the 
French  King  offers ; and  the  French  Ministers  in  all  the  Courts 
of  Europe,  and  all  their  emissaries,  are  very  open  and  communi- 
cative upon  that  subject;  whilst  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Allies 
are  in  great  silence,  and  greater  ignorance. 

“ The  King  of  Denmarc  sent  one  of  his  chief  ministers, 
^lons.  L)u  Plessis,  to  meet  our  King  at  the  Hague,  in  ordei-  to 
enter  into  a nearer  alliance  witli  the  King  and  the  States ; hut 
the  French  made  the  Danes  believe  the  general  peace  was  so  far 
advanced,  that  Mons.  [Du]  Plessis  went  to  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
instead  of  coming  to  the  King.” 

Pi.  20. 


Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

loot),  June  15,  Torrbay.—  . . . “I  am,  my  Lord,  hut  too 
sensil)le  how  very  much  it  is  necessary  to  my  own  particular 
reputation  that  the  Fleet  should  attempt  something  this  year  ipion 
my  first  arrival  to  the  command  of  it,  and  no  industry  shall  be 
wanting  nor  invention  that  I am  cai)ahle  of  unthought  to  procure 
it,  hut  without  wings  ’tis  impossible  to  ffy.  I have  orders  to 
sail,  hut  hardly  any  butter  and  cheese  in  the  Fleet,  without  which 
we  never  went  to  sea.  . . . As  to  men,  we  are  very  thin,  and 
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as  to  ships,  reckoning  those  that  are  cruising,  cleaning,  and 
taken  from  us  (of  which  latter  there  are  hut  four  Dutch  and 
English),  we  are  thirty  less  than  was  in  Sir  George  Kooke’s  line 
of  battle.”  . . . 

June  16. — Encloses  the  result  of  a Council  of  War.  Will  sail 
on  Friday.  The  master  of  a Swede  from  Kochel  says  the  French 
were  disarming. 

R.  18.  Enclosure: — ■ 

Copy  of  the  opinion  of  a Council  of  War  held  on  the 
Britannia,  in  Torrbay,  16  June,  1696,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
lie  in  Bertram  or  Camerett  Bay  out  of  bomb-shot,  &c. 


Shkewsbuey  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  June  16,  Whitehall.—"  The  foreign  post  not  being 
arrived,  I had  not  troubled  you  now,  hut  that  the  Spanish 
merchants  are  very  earnest  to  have  their  case  rein’esented  to  his 
Majesty,  which  they  have  done  in  the  enclosed  petition.  It 
seems  very  severe  upon  them,  and  what  may  justly  deserve  a 
representation  to  the  Court  at  Madrid,  hut  in  what  manner 
must  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty’s  directions. 

“ The  scarcity  of  the  coin  and  the  general  difficulty  that  is 
made  in  receiving  money,  which  the  Parliament  intended  should 
he  current,  continues  still  to  make  the  poor  of  the  country  very 
uneasy.  Any  effectual  remedy  would  tend  to  the  encouragement 
of  clipped  moneys  i^assing  again,  which  hitherto  has  been 
endeavoured  to  be  avoided.  The  Treasury  have  directed  their 
under-officers  in  the  Eevenue  to  receive  such  as  is  punchahle, 
but  not  such  as  is  more  clipped,  nor  sixpences.  When  another 
quarter  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  more  especially  the  Window 
money,  comes  to  be  levied,  I fear  the  peoj^le  will  very  unwillingly 
part  with  their  heavy  money,  and  keep  that  which  is  clipped, 
and  will  not  pass,  since  they  have  got  the  notion  in  their  heads 
that  the  King  has  a recompense  for  changing  all  the  little 
money,  and  that  the  Window  Tax  is  intended  for  that  purpose. 
One  of  the  Excise-men  had  like  to  have  been  knocked  on  the 
head  ■ and  his  money  taken  from  him  at  Halifax.  There  have 
likewise  been  tumults  at  Kendall,  which  I do  not  hear  are  yet 
appeased.  There  was  one  at  Newcastle,  which  the  magistrates 
have  quieted  for  the  present.  We  must  expect  the  same 
accounts  from  other  places,  and  unless  the  Mints  which  are 
designed  to  be  set  up  in  four  or  five  several  places,  will  serve  to 
amuse  the  people,  I know  not  what  else  can,  and  they  will  not 
be  ready  yet  this  month.” 

Cojyy. 


[Lord  Justice]  Porter  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  June  17,  Dublin. — “ I have  by  this  packet  writ  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Vernon,  to  be  laid  before  the  Lords  Justices,  what  my 
apprehensions  are  of  the  great  loss  will  fall  upon  the  English 
merchants  for  want  of  a guard  to  cruise  at  the  mouth  of  our 
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Northern  Channel  . . . The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 

pleased  amongst  other  matters  to  let  me  know  that  the  services 
elsewhere  were  so  many  that  they  could  not  at  present  spare  any 
ships  to  be  sent  for  this. 

“ But,  according  to  the  best  of  my  understanding,  this  care 
for  preservation  of  those  ships  is  so  absolutely  necessary,  and 
the  consequences  of  the  neglect  must  he  attended  with  sucli  vast 
clamours  and  discontents,  that  if  there  he  a })ossihility  of  pro- 
viding for  it  in  any  tolerable  or  probable  manner,  it  ought  to 
he  heai'tily  and  vigorously  endeavoured.”  . . 

R.  23. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blatiiwayt, 

1696,  June  19,  Whitehall. — “ I have  yours  of  the  8th  and  11th. 
Sir  William  Booth  has  not  his  liberty,  but  absconds.  I have 
signified  to  the  Lords  Justices  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  concerning 
one  to  be  added  to  the  Admiralty  Board,  and  that  they  should 
propose  one  or  more  persons  for  his  Majesty’s  choice.  I perceived 
they  were  then  not  ready  to  nominate,  and  therefore  did  not 
press  it  immediately,  but  shall  take  another  opportunity  again 
to  remind  them  of  his  Majesty’s  commands. 

“ My  Lord  Devonshire  desires  his  Majesty  may  be  informed 
that  since  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  about  Needwood,  it  is 
necessary  his  Majesty’s  grant  to  him  of  Ranger  of  that  place 
should  be  renewed  ; in  which  I conclude  there  will  be  little 
difficulty,  if  it  be,  as  I understand  him,  only  renewing  the  same 
grant  which  he  had  some  years  since. 

“ Upon  the  death  of  Captain  Haughton,  one  of  the  Exempts  of 
the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  I am  desired  by  my  Lord  Manchester 
to  send  the  enclosed  case  of  Mr.  Meres,  as  he  thinks  [it]  very  de- 
seiwing  of  his  Majesty’s  favour.  At  the  same  time  my  Lord 
Cornwallis  desires  his  Majesty  may  be  put  in  mind  of  Mr. 
d’Avenant,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  has  served  there  in 
two  Parliaments  with  great  honesty  and  zeal,  and  whose  preten- 
tions would  he  entirely  satisfied  with  the  gift  of  this  place,  kfy 
Lord  Manchester  claims  a promise  from  tlie  King  for  this  ]iar- 
ticular  place  to  Mi\  Meres ; and  my  Lord  Cornwallis  does 
pretend  to  many  general  assurances  for  Mr.  d’Avenant,  which 
hitherto  come  to  nothing,  and  therefore  hopes  his  merit  and 
patience  will  plead  successfully  for  him  now.” 

Copy. 


Catinat  to  [St.  Thomas]. 

1696,  June  [19-]29,  Camp  of  Rivalte. — His  King  has  given 
him  permission  to  explain  the  proposed  advantages  in  writing; 
viz.,  the  restoration  of  Pignerol,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
House  of  Savoy,  provided  that  its  fortifications  be  rased;  the 
marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  the  Princess  of  Piedmont, 
when  they  come  of  age  ; Ac. 

Copy,  French. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Justice  Porter. 

1696,  June  20,  Whitehall. — •“  I had  sooner  acknowledged  the 
favour  of  your  Lordship’s  of  the  3rd,  but  having  laid  it  before  the 
Lords  Justices  here,  I received  no  directions  from  them,  they 
being  desirous  to  know  his  Majest3^’s  pleasure,  to  whom  they  had 
writ  before,  foreseeing  the  condition  of  my  Lord  Capell’s  health 
was  such  that  he  could  not  continue  to  govern  that  kingdom. 

“ I hope  the  adjourning  and  not  proroguing  of  the  Parliament 
is  according  to  your  opinion,  and  if  the  day  he  shorter  than  you 
think  proper,  that  will  be  in  his  Majesty’s  power  to  remed}'  when 
he  shall  have  more  leisure  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the 
whole  affair. 

“ It  has  been  recommended  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to 
clear  the  coast  of  Ireland  from  that  number  of  privateers  which 
your  letters,  and  all  that  write  from  thence,  so  justly  complain  of.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  June  23,  Whitehall. — “I  have  yours  of  the  15-25.  For 
what  relates  to  the  Irish  matters  you  will  receive  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Vernon,  who  has  the  Lords  Justices’  directions  thereupon. 
When  they  came  to  propose  persons  for  that  Government,  they 
were  so  little  fond  of  the  employment,  and  sat  today  so  late  (till 
past  four  in  the  afternoon)  on  that  and  other  business,  that  I 
could  not  remind  them  of  his  Majesty’s  commands  to  think  of 
some  fit  person  to  be  added  to  the  Admiralt}’',  but  shall  do  it  the 
first  opportunity. 

“ I have  here  enclosed  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Methuen, 
by  which  I find  he  is  not  willing  to  quit  his  post  in  Portugal,  to 
be  employed  in  the  Commission  of  Trade,  at  least,  not  till  he  sees 
how  that  Commission  is  relished  the  next  session  of  Parliament ; 
and  then  he  seems  to  desire  some  things  in  relation  to  his  son, 
which  I know  not  whether  his  Majesty  will  think  reasonable  or 
of  good  example. 

“ I have  likewise  sent  enclosed  a copy  of  a letter  from  theDey 
of  Argiers  to  the  King.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Justice  Porter. 

1696,  June  23,  Whitehall. — “ Upon  what  your  Lordship  writ 
to  Mr.  Vernon  and  myself  of  the  17th,  the  Lords  Justices  have 
this  morning  discoursed  the  Admiralty,  who  assure  them  that 
two  ships  are  actually  sent  to  cruise  in  that  very  place,  where 
you  represent  them  as  most  necessary.  I perceive  the  Admiralty 
is  not  satisfied  that  the  ships  put  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Governor  of  Ireland  have  been  disposed  to  the  best  uses  for  his 
Majesty’s  service,  and  jirotecting  the  trade,  but  are  rather 
employed  as  passage-boats  for  particular  persons  who  go  between 
these  two  countries,  and  lie  the  rest  of  the  time  in  the  port  of 
Dublin.  They  say,  if  they  were  ordered  to  cruise,  they  would 
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clear  the  sea,  make  the  passage  sate,  and  at  the  same  time  secure 
the  merchants’  ships.  They  are  not  of  opinion  that  any  ^n’iva- 
teers  or  other  ships  come  into  that  Channel  too  strong  for  a 
fifth-rate  frigate  ; and  though  any  should,  yet  if  those  frigates 
he  kept  clean,  they  can  fear  nothing.”  . 

Autograph  draft. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  -June  23-July  3,  Camp  of  Moncalier. — We  have  now  more 
to  fear  from  our  friends  than  our  enemies.  The  latter  have  offered 
to  his  li.H.  Pignerol,  rased  to  the  ground,  and  the  marriage 
of  the  Princess  his  daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  The  first 
proposal  is  so  agreeable  to  him  that  it  will  doubtless  be  accepted. 
We  must  do  our  utmost  to  ensure  the  loss  by  Prance  of  this 
entrance  into  Italy. 

French.  K.  July  11th. 

St.  Thomas  to  [Catinat]  . 

1696,  [June  23-]  July  3,  Turin. — His  R.H.  is  well  disposed  to 
accept  the  offers  made  to  him,  hut  must  first  inform  his  Allies, 
especially  their  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majesties.  Asks  for  pass- 
ports for  two  couriers  ; the  troops  on  either  side  not  to  cross  the 
Po,  Ac. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed:  June  28  [o.s.  ?]. 

Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1696,  [June  24-]  July  4,  s.n.,  Gand. — I am  now  able  to 
give  your  Grace  a true  account  of  the  last  dispatches  from 
Savoye.  . . . His  R.  Highness  writes  a long,  respectful 

letter  to  the  King,  full  of  promises  and  assurances  of  constancy 
to  continue  firm  to  the  common  interests,  hut  desires  tlie  return 
of  his  Majesty’s  squadrons  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  his  subsidies.  He  then  tells  the  King  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  his  Allies  and  friends,  that  he  should  gain  all  the  time 
he  could  from  Mons.  Catinat,  as  he  had  done,  but  that  he  would 
do  nothing  of  which  he  would  not  inform  his  Majesty,  as  by  duty 
and  by  inclination,  Ac.  His  R.  H.  does  therefore  send  a copy  of 
the  Mareschal  de  Catinat’s  letter  to  the  Marquis  St.  Thomas, 
and  the  answer  to  it,  dated  the  16th  and  17th  June.”  [^Contents 
stated.~\  “Next  is  my  Lord  Galloway’s  own  letter  to  the  King, 
full  of  fears  and  suspicions.”  [Contents  stated.'] 

“ I dare  not  presume  to  make  any  remarks  on  these  letters, 
but  I can  assure  your  Grace  that  the  King  is  under  great  disquiet. 
I fear  it  is  equally  impossible  to  send  money  to  his  R.  II.  and  to 
my  Lord  Galloway,  for  want  of  which  the  one  will  have  a pre- 
tence to  treat,  and  the  other  he  under  an  impossibility  of  keeping 
his  few  troops  together.  In  the  mean  time  the  King  is  trying 
here  how  to  do  something.  He  does  not  find  it  easy  to  pass  the 
Sanibre,  and  thinks  of  sending  the  Landgrave  back  to  give 
a diversion  on  the  Moselle,  to  open  a way  to  P[rince]  Louis 
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of  Baden  to  besiege  Philipsbourg.  However,  all  things  are 
preparing  at  Namur,  as  if  we  w^ere  to  besiege  Hinant ; and  we 
are  busy  here,  as  if  we  would  besiege  Fumes  or  bombard 
Dunquirke. 

“ These  are  all  the  projects  we  have  in  sight,  and  Mons.  Dopp 
is  gone  to  persuade  the  Landgrave  to  go  back  as  he  came.  The 
Circles  of  Suabe  and  Franconie  have  now  resolved  to  choose  the 
Conte  de  Nassaw  Wilbrook  (who  serves  here  and  is  Lt.-Gen.  of 
horse)  General  of  their  troops,  and  to  put  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  King  of  England ; that  is,  they  would  be  paid 
by  the  King  of  England  for  their  train-l)ands. 

“ The  Prince  of  Vaudemont  sent  out  all  our  horse  from  hence 
t’other  day,  in  hopes  to  surprise  a little  flying  camp  of  the 
enemy’s,  which  lay  near  Aath,  but  they  were  too  strong,  and 
would  not  be  surprised.  What  was  very  well  done  is,  that  at 
ten  a clock  at  night  the  orders  were  given,  and  at  eleven  every 
officer  and  soldier  was  on  horseback  at  his  post,  not  one  man 
wanting  amongst  4,500. 

“ I find,  my  Lord,  that  as  any  appearance  of  peace  breaks  out, 
the  States  are  blamed  for  precipitating  the  matter,  by  the  Allies, 
and  by  the  rabble  ; and  wdien  any  stop  seems  put  to  those 
endeavours  for  a peace,  then  the  world  cries  out  against  our 
King.” 

R.  June  27. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  June  26,  Whitehall. — “ Since  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
18th,  which  came  to  my  hands  yesterday,  I have  not  had  leisure 
to  examine  the  Consuls’  Bills,  but  shall  very  soon  obey  his 
Majesty’s  commands,  and  deliver  my  opinion  upon  them. 

“ I have  acquainted  my  Lord  Stamford  with  the  King’s  com- 
mands that  Major-General  Trelawney  should  have  the  command 
of  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  Town  of  Plimouth,  according  to  the 
precedents  of  former  Governors.  My  Lord  denies  the  fact,  but 
seems  to  acquiesce  if  it  has  been  so  heretofore.  The  case  will 
not  be  hard  to  examine,  for  till  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
the  County  of  Devon  was  under  him,  and  the  Fort  of  Plimouth 
under  my  Lord  Bath ; so  that  the  command  of  the  Lieutenancy 
of  the  Town  during  that  time  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  govern  this 
dispute.  You  shall  have  an  account  of  this  fact  by  the  next. 

“ I find  Sir  George  Rooke  a good  deal  dissatisfied  at  his  being 
recalled  from  the  head  of  the  Fleet,  and  thinks  it  looks  like 
throwing  upon  him  the  fault  of  not  intercepting  the  Toulon  ships. 
I said  what  I could,  and  was  true,  to  convince  him  nothing  of 
that  was  the  occasion ; but  I find  he  is  desirous  the  King  should 
be  acquainted  with  his  resentment,  and  perhaps  something  from 
his  Majesty  may  give  him  ease. 

“ I have  had  a man  with  me  who  says  he  was  sent  by  Nickson, 
alias  Wall,  to  tell  me  too  long  a story  to  repeat  here ; but  the 
sum  is,  that  his  ship  was  seized  soon  after  she  went  from  the 
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Channel,  and  arrived  at  Nantes  ; that  he  is  labouring  to  get  her 
discharged,  and  is  not  out  of  hopes  to  effect  it  soon,  and  then  we 
shall  hear  of  him  again.  He  is  certainly  a rogue,  but  however  I 
have  given  this  fellow  good  words,  and  desired  Sir  George  Eooke 
to  do  the  same,  and  intimated,  if  Nickson  could  come  now,  we 
have  something  of  consequence  to  employ  him  in,  which  I take 
to  be  the  only  way  to  get  him,  and  perhaps  the  ship,  into  our 
hands ; which  if  we  do,  by  my  consent,  we  will  trust  him  no 
more  with  her. 

“ My  Lord  Eochester  desires  his  Majesty  may  be  acquainted 
that  my  Lord  Clarendon  having  the  inheritance  of  the  Eangcr- 
sliiii  of  Whitch-wood  Forest  (I  think  it  is  called,  but  it  is  that 
near  Cornbury),  this  late  Act  of  Parliament  directs  him  to  make 
a deputy,  with  the  King’s  approbation  ; that  my  Lord,  having 
pitched  upon  my  Lord  Eochester  for  his  deputy,  if  his  Majesty 
be  pleased  to  approve  of  him,  desires  you  will  signify  so  much  to 
me. 

“ My  Lord  Paget  has  writ  to  the  Turkey  Company  that  he 
conceives  the  affairs  of  the  merchants  in  those  parts  may  suffer 
by  his  Majesty’s  not  having  writ  to  congratulate  this  new 
Emperor’s  accession  to  the  crown.  The  merchants  are  sensible 
it  is  not  the  usual  custom  that  princes  pay  these  compliments 
till  they  have  received  a letter  from  the  prince  lately  come  to  the 
crown,  to  notify  his  accession.  In  the  several  changes 
that  have  lately  been  there,  sometimes  they  have  sent 
letters  of  notification,  and  then  they  have  been  answered ; 
other  times  they  have  not  sent,  and  then  no  notice  has 
been  taken  of  them  from  hence.  The  merchants  agree  this  has 
l)een  hitherto  the  method,  l)ut  that  now  they  have  got  a young, 
vain  prince,  they  humbly  submit  it  to  his  Majesty  whether  he 
will  not  make  this  unusual  step,  for  the  advantage  of  his  subjects 
concerned  in  that  trade.  I must  acquaint  you  that  I have  as 
fresh,  if  not  a fresher  letter,  from  the  Ambassador,  who  mentions 
nothing  of  it  to  me.  If  I can  get  the  copy  of  his  letter  to  them 
before  the  post  goes,  I will  enclose  it.  What  my  Lord  Paget 
says  to  me  is,  that  he  thinks  himself  useless  where  he  is  ; that 
if  there  were  a prospect  of  peace  that  were  anything  probable, 
he  would  not  decline  staying  to  do  his  Majesty  the  best  service 
he  could  ; but  seeing  nothing  like  that,  he  repeats  his  desire  of 
being  recalled. 

“ The  last  accounts  I have  had  from  France  say  that  the 
French  careen  several  ships  at  Brest,  and  disarm  very  slowly, 
and  that  it  looks  as  if  they  were  watching  our  motions  and 
resolutions,  and  l)y  them  to  govern  theirs,  either  to  put  out  their 
fleet  or  not,  about  the  end  of  summer.  You  know  the  misfortune 
we  have  had  with  our  correspondents  all  over  France ; and 
nothing  yet  being  settled  in  their  room,  we  are  so  wanting  in 
intelligence  we  can  confidently  depend  on,  that  any  accounts  of 
this  nature  would  be  very  useful  here  ; and  it  seems  to  us  as  if 
the  Dutch  were  convinced  the  enemy  would  have  no  great  fleet 
abroad  this  year,  by  their  having  recalled  eight  of  their  biggest 
line  of  battleships. 
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“ I have  this  day  received  a letter  by  the  Irish  post,  a copy  of 
which  I here  enclose  ; no  names  are  affixed  to  it,  and  yet  there 
seems  to  be  something  in  it  worth  laying  before  his  Majesty. 
I shall  tomorrow  read  the  original  to  the  Lords  Justices,  they 
not  sitting  today,  it  being  the  Fast  for  his  Majesty’s  safety  and 
success,  which  God  grant.” 

Copy. 


Bhrewsbury  to  Mr.  Hill. 

1696,  June  26,  Whitehall. — “Whilst  you  are  at  the  post  which 
the  King  directs,  there  needs  no  excuse  to  me ; liesides,  one  cannot 
but  be  sensible,  if  your  negotiations  at  Ghent  and  Antwerp 
miscarry,  your  ministry  at  Brussells  will  do  the  King  or  yourself 
but  little  service.  I am  only  mortified,  that  from  these  places 
your  letters  do  not  come  so  fresh  nor  so  regular  as  from  Brussells 

or  the  Camp I heartily  wish  the  negotiations  on 

foot  may  have  a happy  conclusion,  scd  timco  Danaos  ct  dona 
fercntes.  If  these  secret  conferences  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
break  the  Confederacy,  or  throw  among  them  a reasonable 
distrust,  they  have  done  their  business.” 

Cop>y. 

[Shrewsbury]  to  “ the  Commandeer  Del  Bene.” 

[16]  96,  June  26. — •Compliments,  and  thanks  for  a letter 
procured  by  him  from  “his  most  Serene  Highness.” 

Draft  in  Vernon's  hand,  ivith  corrections  by  Shrewsi>ury  ; French. 


Catinat  to  St.  Thomas. 

1696,  [June  26-]  July  6,  Camp  of  la  Volvere. — Agrees  to  the 
proposal  relative  to  the  troops,  but  insists  on  hostages  being  given 
on  both  sides.  Will  give  passports  to  the  couriers.  There  must 
be  no  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Vaudois  during  this  cessation 
of  arms. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed:  July  8. 


[Lord  Justice]  Porter  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  June  27,  Dublin. — Has  received  his  of  the  20th.  “ The 

Parliament  met  this  morning.  I appointed  a Commission  under 
the  Great  Seal  to  issue,  constituting  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords,  passing  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Pyne  for  several  reasons  which  concern 
his  Majesty’s  service,  which  I shall  not  mention  unless  he 
thinks  himself  neglected,  and  shall  complain  ; but  I do  assure 
your  Grace  his  behaviour  towards  me  was  not  in  the  least  any 
reason  why  I did  so. 

“ There  was  a design  formed  by  some  few  to  question  the 
power  of  the  Council  to  elect  a Justice  upon  the  death  of  a Chief 
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Governor,  and  to  assert  that  [what]  the  Council  meant  by  the 
Statute  of  Henry  VIII.  was  the  whole  body  of  the  Peers.  I had 
notice  of  it,  and  of  their  several  meetings,  and  though  there  is  not 
the  least  colour  for  that  opinion,  yet  I thought  it  necessary  to 
take  care  to  have  as  many  Members  of  both  Houses  present  as 
lived  within  reasonable  distance;  and  accordingly  there  were 
about  22  Lords  and  160  of  the  Commons,  which  appearance  put 
an  end  to  their  project.  And  both  Houses  proceeded  in  such 
matters  as  related  to  privilege,  &c.,  without  any  heats  or 
reflections.  And  it  being  moved  in  both  Houses,  that  they 
should  congratulate  my  coming  to  the  Government,  it  passed 
nemine  contradicentc  ; and  accox'dingly  lirst  the  Loi'ds  and  then 
the  Commons  paid  me  their  compliments. 

“ Upon  this  occasion  it  was  easy  as  well  as  pleasant  to  every 
honest  man  to  observe  the  inclinations  of  the  generality  to  lay  by 
all  heats  and  animosities,  and  to  come  again  to  their  former 
friendly  way  of  living  ; and  I am  confident  they  are  so  far  dissi- 
pated that  they  will  not  again  in  some  years  give  any  disturbance 
to  his  Majesty’s  service  or  tlie  public  affairs  of  the  kingdom. 

“ It  is  with  great  truth  that  I affirm  to  your  Grace  that  there 
is  no  such  distinction  amongst  the  English  Protestants  as  Whig 
and  Tory.  ’Tis  true  there  are  several  sects  of  them,  as  in 
England,  but  till  of  late  they  alwa^'s  lived  well  with  one  another, 
and  in  his  Majesty’s  service  they  were  all  of  a piece,  and  so  I am 
confident  will  ever  be  ; which  in  some  measure  may  appear  by 
what  the  Commons  have  done  this  day  in  the  case  of  one  of 
their  Members  (Col.  Sanderson),  who  is  the  only  person  that 
refused  to  sign  the  Association,  and  for  that  cause  they  have 
expelled  him.” 

R.  .July  3rd. 


Galw.w  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  June  27-July  7,  Camp  of  Moncalier. — Sends  copies  of 
the  last  letters  between  Catinat  and  St.  Thomas.  The  separate 
treaty  between  his  E.H.  and  the  French  may  be  regarded  as 
concluded.  Has  sent  a courier  to  inform  the  King.  Shrewsbury 
rightly  judged  last  year  that  the  affair  of  Casal  would  have  this 
sequel,  for  his  R.H.  has  ever  since  been  alienating  himself  more 
and  more  from  the  interests  of  the  Confederates.  Catinat  replied 
to  the  last  letter  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a truce  and  give 
hostages.  We  sent  word  to  his  R.H.  that  we  could  not  consent 
to  this,  having  no  other  orders  from  our  masters  than  to  make 
war  against  the  French.  The  Prince  however  wishes  to  olxtain 
Pignerol,  and  to  repossess  his  states.  God  grant  there  may  be 
no  secret  conditions.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he  will  ever  enjoy 
the  advantages  offered  him.  Has  long  foreseen  this  misfortune, 
and  wishes  the  King  had  withdrawn  him  (the  writer)  from  hence. 
Has  l)een  of  little  service  here,  as  he  was  aware  of  his  R.H.’s 
intentions,  and  was  coldly  looked  on  in  consequence. 

French.  R.  July  13. 
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St.  Thomas  to  Gatin  at. 

1696,  [June  29-]  July  9,  Turin. — As  his  E.H.  is  in  command 
of  the  Allies’  troops,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  he  give  two  hostages  of 
his  own.  Names  two  officers.  His  E.H.  will  give  orders  to  the 
Vaudois  to  remain  within  their  boundaries. 

Copy,  French. 


Ppjnce  Eugene  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

1696,  [June  29-]July  9,  Camp  of  Moncalier. — Excuses  him- 
self from  giving  hostages  to  the  French,  as  requested  by  the 
Duke,  as  he  has  no  power  to  do  so  ; but  is  willing  to  obey  him  in 
irreventing  the  Imperial  troops  from  crossing  the  Po  till  he 
receives  other  orders. 

Copy,  French. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy  to  Prince  Eugene. 

[1696,  June  29- July  9.] — Is  satisfied  with  his  undertaking  in 
respect  of  the  Imperial  troops.  Will  receive  two  hostages  from 
the  French,  and  send  them  two  of  his  own.  If  the  Prince  desires 
to  depart  with  his  troops,  he  will  meet  with  no  hindrance. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed  : July  11. 


Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[1696,  June  29-] July  9,  s.n.,  Gand. — . . . “The  King  I 
find  is  very  unwilling  to  let  the  Landgrave  go  back  towards  the 
Ehine,  though  the  P.  Louis  de  Bade  desires  it  passionately,  in 
order  to  besiege  Phillipsbourg.  The  King  is  still  very  eager  to 
do  something  this  way.  We  have  sent  our  great  cannon, 
mortars,  bombs,  &c.,  down  the  canal  of  Bruges,  to  be  ready  to 
bombard  Dunkerque.  Our  ingeners  have  been  down  to  view  the 
ground.  The  difficulties  are,  two  redoubts,  or  outworks,  which 
will  keep  us  at  so  great  a distance  that  our  bombs  will  not  reach 
the  body  of  the  place.  The  next  is  the  want  of  fascines,  which 
we  must  have  in  a very  great  quantity,  both  to  cover  our  men 
and  for  a foundation  of  all  the  batteries.  Another  is  the  want  of 
fresh  water,  of  which  there  is  none  within  two  leagues  of  the 
place.  Another  difficulty,  is,  that  there  are  great  numbers  of 
privateers,  frigates,  and  chaloupes  in  Dunkerque,  which  will  be 
very  troublesome,  unless  our  Fleet,  or  part  of  it,  were  before  the 
place.  These  things  discourage  others,  not  the  King. 

“We  are  not  yet  resolved,  my  Lord,  wdiether  the  Duke  of 
Savoye  will  abuse  the  French  or  his  Allies  : a very  few  days  will 
inform  us. 

“ We  have  had  the  beginning  of  a disorder  here  today  amongst 
our  English  horse,  because  they  would  not  take  bread.  What  it 
will  be  in  a little  time  I know  not,  when  we  shall  have  neither 
money  nor  bread  to  give  ’em.” 

E.  4th,  o.s.  96. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  June  30,  Whitehall. — “ I have  received  yours  of  the 
3rd  July,  s.n.,  and  by  the  same  post  some  letters  from  my  Lord 
Gallway,  in  which  I perceive  he  is  much  concerned  at  the  circular 
letter  [wdiich]  was  writ  to  him,  among  the  other  foreign 
Ministers,  obliging  him  to  confine  his  extraordinaries  within  the 
Rules  prescribed  by  an  Order  of  Council.  I have  here  enclosed 
an  extract  of  that  part  of  his  letter,  and  if  his  Majesty  shall 
please  to  direct  you  to  send  an  answer  to  him  upon  it,  1 desire 
the  favour  that  I may  know  what  his  klajesty’s  commands  are. 

“In  the  same  letter  I find  he  thinks  it  would  he  a very  con- 
siderable diversion  if  25  or  30  ships  could  he  spared,  and  two  or 
three  battalions  put  on  hoard  them,  and  sent  into  the  Straits. 

“ I desire  his  Majesty  may  be  put  in  mind  that  in  the  County 
of  Hereford  there  is  at  present  no  Custos  Eotulorum  ; that  I, 
who  am  Lieutenant,  have  no  estate  there,  [and]  am  neither  fit 
for  nor  desirous  of  it ; that  my  Lord  Coningsby,  whose  estate  lies 
all  in  those  parts,  is  very  ambitious,  and  I question  not  but  very 
able,  to  serve  his  Majesty  in  that  station.  I need  add  nothing  of 
his  zeal,  in  case  there  be  no  objection  to  his  being  put  into  that 
commission.” 

Copy. 


Catinat  to  St.  Thomas. 

1696,  July  [1-]11,  Camp  of  la  Volvere. — Names  two  hostages. 
The  suspension  must  not  last  longer  than  thirty  days.  One  of 
the  hostages,  the  Comte  de  Tesse,  will  be  able  to  commence  the 
negociation  of  a treaty. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed:  July  9. 


Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  July  2,  Broad  Sound. — “Yesterday  we  came  in  here. 
Monsieur  Nesmoud,  with  five  ships,  as  prisoners  inform  us,  came 
out  into  Bertram  Bay  from  Brest  the  same  morning,  but  ujion 
our  appearing  went  in  again,  as  did  about  a hundred  sail  of 
merchant  vessels,  come  from  the  Bay,  bound  to  the  eastward, 
who[m]  I hope  we  shall  intercept,  there  being  now  two  frigates 
off  of  the  Isle  of  Bass,  and  I have  sent  orders  to  Rear-Admiral 
Nevil  and  to  Captain  Foulks  to  sail  thither  to  relieve  them.  1 
send  your  Grace  the  result  of  our  council  of  war  this  morning. 
We  hope  by  appearing  in  the  Bay  with  the  whole  Fleet,  to  alarm 
the  enemy  so  much  as  not  only  to  make  them  raise  their  rear- 
band,  but  to  marcb  thein  to  and  again,  which  will  much  injure 
the  country  now  the  corn  is  upon  the  ground,  for  the  horses 
must  have  forage  ; besides,  it  may  hinder  them  from  increasing 
their  forces  in  Flanders.  The  prisoners  we  took  last  night  inform 
us  that  all  the  ships  (except  the  five  with  Nesmond)  were  in  Brest 
river,  laid  up,  but  most  of  them  careened,  and  with  their  yards  across; 
upon  which  we  thought  once  of  sending  a detachment  of  twenty 
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ships  to  bombard,  but  upon  the  assurance  the  Dutch  gave  us  that 
the  French  could  in  a mighty  short  time  put  their  fleet  to  sea 
(having  all  their  seamen  here  except  the  provinc  [i]  als  that  are 
sent  home),  we  did  not  think  it  advisable,  having  now  hut  fifty- 
three  ships  with  us,  to  make  so  large  a detachment,  and  the 
Dutch  would  not  agree  to  send  a less,  except  we  ourselves 
appeared  in  the  Bay.  As  to  our  riding  in  Camarett  Bay  (besides 
that  all  that  are  acquainted  with  it  know  it  is  a dangerous  place, 
and  that  if  it  should  come  to  blow  anything  hard  westerly  we 
should  certainly  lose  our  store-ships  of  victualling  and  ordnance, 
it  being  a place  the  French  themselves  never  venture  to  ride  in 
hut  coming  out  or  going  in,  whatever  opinion  those  that  were 
never  at  it  may  have),  we  did  not  think  it  proper  for  our  Fleet 
to  ride  there  to  keep  in  five  ships  for  three  weeks  or  a month, 
which  is  as  long  as  we  should  be  able  to  stay  for  want  of  water 
and  provision;  for  which  and  many  other  reasons  we  wholly  gave 
up  over  the  thoughts  of  it,  which  I hope  your  Grace  will  approve 
of.” 

K.  7th.  Enclosures : — 

1.  Copy  of  the  resolution  of  a Council  of  War  on  the 
Britannia,  in  Broad  Sound,  2 July,  1696,  to  sail  with  the  whole 
Fleet  to  Belle  Isle ; to  send  a detachment  of  ten  ships  to 
endeavour  to  bombard  St.  Martin’s  and  D’Allone  ; and  to  send 
orders  to  Bear  Admiral  Nevill  to  cruise  off  the  Isle  of  Bass  “ till 
our  return.” 

2.  “ The  account  that  Sampson  Ballison  hath  given  of 
privateers  which  were  fitted  out  at  St.  Malo’s,  and  now  at  sea, 
1696;”  viz.,  names,  guns,  and  men  of  six  ships  “ gone  to  the 
northward  to  intercept  the  English  and  Dutch  Greenland  ships,” 
and  of  nine  “gone  a-cruising  on  the  coast  of  Ireland.” 

[Lord  Justice]  Porter  to  Shrew^sbury. 

1696,  July  2,  Dublin. — “I  was  very  glad  to  find  by  your 
Grace’s  letters  of  the  23rd  past,  which  I had  the  honour  to 
receive  yesterday,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  ordered 
two  ships  for  that  Northern  station,  which  is  so  necessary  to  be 
provided  for. 

“I  return  your  Grace  my  most  humble  thanks  for  the 
intimation  you  are  pleased  to  give  me  of  the  exception  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  took  to  the  misemploying  the  ships  appointed 
for  the  guard  of  this  Channel.  I cannot  answer  how  it  has 
been  of  late,  but  since  I have  had  the  power  over  them  I have 
employed  none  of  them  otherwise  than  in  convoys  and  cruising ; 
nor  have  I suffered  either  of  them  to  stay  in  port  more  than  two 
or  three  tides,  but  kept  them  out  at  sea  for  the  safety  of  the 
Channel. 

“ The  King  being,  as  we  hear,  appointing  other  Justices,  I take 
the  liberty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  when  that  is  done,  it 
is  necessary  a commission  should  issue  to  authorise  them  to 
continue  and  hold  the  Parliament ; for  although  by  reason  the 
Act  of  Parliament  gave  me  the  same  powers  my  Lord  Capell  had. 
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and  consequenily  1 could  continue  the  Parliament  without  any 
new  commission,  yet  when  any  Justices  are  appointed  by  the 
King,  they  must  have  a new  authority  for  that  under  the  Great 
Seal.” 

E.  14. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  July  3,  Whitehall. — “ I have  given  my  Lord  Stamford  a 
cojiy  of  an  extract  taken  out  of  the  Docket-book  in  the  Signet 
Office,  by  which  it  appears  that  in  1684  the  late  Duke  of 
Albemarle  had  a Commission  for  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Devon,  with  an  exception  to  the  Town  of  Plimouth  ; and  that 
my  Lord  of  Bath  in  his  patent  was  made  Captain  and  Governor 
of  the  Town  of  Plimouth,  as  well  as  of  the  citadel.  This  seems 
a precedent  full  in  favour  of  Major-General  Trelawney;  but  my 
Lord  Stamford  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  desires  further  time  to  be 
informed,  wliich  could  not  be  denied  him,  and  in  the  mean  time 
I will  endeavour  to  learn  how  it  was  before  this  time.  Whilst  I 
am  writing,  Mr.  Yard  shews  me,  that  in  1661  my  Lord  Bath  was 
made  Governor  of  the  Town  of  Plimouth,  and  at  that  time 
George,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  was  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Devon.  My  Lord  Stamford  shall  have  the  whole  laid  before 
him,  and  when  I have  his  answer,  you  shall  be  acquainted  with 
it. 

“ I find  among  the  notes  I took  at  the  Cabinet  Council  the 
last  winter,  that  the  King  did  direct  the  Justices  in  his  absence  to 
consider  of  the  Consuls’  Bills,  so  that  with  the  first  opportunity 
they  shall  be  laid  before  them,  and  his  IMajesty  shall  have  an 
account  of  their  opinion  upon  them. 

“ By  the  copy  of  my  Lord  Meath’s  letter  to  me,  and  by  the 
representation  Mr.  Vernon  will  enclose,  signed  by  three  peers, 
you  will  see  that  the  animosities  in  Ireland  still  continue,  though 
the  Parliament  met  and  l)oth  Houses  adjourned  without  any 
appearance  of  heat,  but  on  the  contrary  made  their  compliment 
to  my  Lord  Chancellor.” 

Copif. 

Catinat  to  St.  Thomas. 

1696,  July  [4-]  14,  Camp  of  la  Volvere. — Has  heard  from 
his  King  that  he  is  disposed  to  show'  his  E.H.  still  greater  favour. 
For  the  assurance  of  neutrality  in  Italy  the  acquiescence  of  his 
E.H.  will  not  alone  be  sufficient ; the  Allies,  or  at  least  the  House 
of  Austria,  must  assent  to  it  l)y  treaty,  or  by  a declaration  to  the 
JMpe  and  the  Eepublic  of  Venice.  If  the  said  House  will  not 
assent,  his  Pi. II.  is  to  join  with  the  French  in  making  war  on 
the  State  of  Milan. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed:  July  10  [o.s.]. 

Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1696,] July  5-15,  Bruxelles. — “The  Elector  came  hither  to 
assist  at  the  funerals  of  the  Queen  of  Spaign,  and  some  other 
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annual  devotions  ; and  I am  hither  on  your  Grace’s  errands.  I 
find  a constant  and  perpetual  passage  of  the  King’s  subjects 
through  these  towns  into  France  from  England,  and  from  France 
into  England.  I have  therefore  once  for  all  obtained  leave  from 
the  Elector  to  put  all  those  I shall  find  into  custody,  by  applying 
myself  in  his  Highness’s  name  to  the  governor  of  any  town  where 
I can  find  ’em. 

“ We  are  now,  my  Lord,  perfectly  reconciled  to  the  negotiations 
in  the  Savoye,  which  frighted  us  so  much.  His  Koyal  Highness 
gained  so  much  time  by  treating  with  Catinat  that  he  seemed  to 
have  secured  himself  and  his  capital  from  being  insulted ; and 
then  he  b [r]  oke  ofi'  the  treaty.  All  the  letters  from  Paris  speak 
positively  of  this,  and  speak  of  his  K.H.  with  great  indignation  for 
cheating  their  King,  as  they  call  it.  Plowever,  Mons.  de  Catinat 
is  forced  to  retire,  and  we  seem  very  much  at  ease  since  that 
danger  is  over.  Mons.  Dyckvelt’s  coming  up  to  the  army,  as  if 
we  were  to  stay  near  the  King,  as  formerly,  made  everybody 
believe  his  negotiations  with  Mons.  Cagliere  were  ended  ; but  his 
sudden  return  back  to  Hollande  gives  new  occasion  to  think  they 
are  still  at  work,  and  that  they  may  go  on  faster,  since  that  ill 
success  which  our  enemies  have  had  in  Savoye.  ’Tis  plain  the 
French  avoid  even  an  occasion  of  any  actions  ; Mons.  Bouflers  is 
retrenched  behind  the  Sambre. 

“ I am  going,  my  Lord,  to  show  the  King  a very  natural  account 
of  that  part  of  his  treasury  which  should  come  through  my 
hands.  Unless  there  are  some  reserves  of  which  I have  no 
knowledge,  I must  needs  wish  the  peace  were  signed,  for  I do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  subsist  our  Army  here  till  the  end  of  the 
campaign. 

“We  begin  here  to  believe  that  the  Queen  of  Spaign  is  with 
child.  The  scandal  of  this  Court  says  the  Elector  cannot  dis- 
semble the  chagrin  which  that  news  gives  him.  I am  to  thank 
your  Grace  for  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  past,  and 
will  be  careful  to  send  my  letters  the  nearest  way.” 

R.  11th,  96. 


Sunderland  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1696,  July  6,  Altrop. — “Being  desired  to  move  the  King  that 
he  would  give  leave  to  the  late  Bishop  of  Ely  and  to  Sir  The. 
Ogletorpe  to  go  abroad,  excepting  to  enemies’  countries,  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  let  me  know  he  did  consent  to  it ; which 
makes  me  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  receive  his  directions  upon 
it,  and  to  proceed  as  you  shall  be  desired  by  the  friends  of  those 
persons,  who  will  apply  to  you.” 

R.  10th. 

Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1696,]  July  6-16,  Bruxelles.^ — . . . “ This  morning  early  we 
are  informed  that  the  Duke  of  Savoye  has  cheated  his  friends, 
not  his  enemies.  He  has  accepted  the  conditions  which  France 
offered,  which  are  indeed  very  advantageous.  The  King  restores 


all  his  country,  gives  him  money,  restores  Pignerol  razed, 
with  the  depeiulances  {sic)  ; the  Duke  of  Durgogne  shall  marry 
immediately  the  young  Princess  of  Piedmont  without  any  portion, 
&c.,  (tc. 

“ His  R.H.  has  accommodated  himself,  but  has  left  his  friends 
in  great  distresses.  We  know  too  well  the  consequences  of  this 
separation,  not  to  he  frighted  now  it  is  too  late.” 

R.  11.  96. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  July  7,  Whitehall. — “We  have  been  all  this  afternoon 
till  now,  that  it  is,  past  ten  o’clock,  upon  a proposal  that  was 
lately  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Bank,  a copy  of 
which  I have  here  enclosed.  The  giving  so  great  a sum  as  300,000/. 
for  a premium,  the  difficulties  of  raising  it  upon  any  fund  not 
appropriated,  were  arguments  for  not  complying  with  it;  but  that 
which  weighed  most  with  everybody  was  the  small  assurance 
they  could  give  of  raising  the  whole  sum,  and  the  inconvenience 
it  would  be  to  the  King’s  affairs  to  have  a part  only  subscribed 
upon  such  unreasonable  terms.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  I speak 
it  as  my  own  single  opinion,  I doubt  the  money  will  not  be  raised 
here  at  all,  and  what  the  consequence  of  that  will  be,  is  not  very 
pleasant  to  reflect  on. 

“ It  does  appear  by  all  the  precedents  that  the  Lieutenancy  of 
the  Town  of  Plimouth  has  gone  along  with  the  government  of  that 
Fort ; but  my  Lord  Stamford  is  so  unwilling  to  part  with  it  that 
I know  not  what  to  do.  I have  here  enclosed  what  has  been 
taken  out  of  the  Docket  books  upon  this  matter.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Justice  Porter. 

1696,  July  9,  Whitehall. — “I  have  received  the  favour  of  your 
Lordship’s  of  the  27th  of  June,  and  am  glad  to  find  so  much  good 
temper  in  the  Parliament,  and  such  unanimity  in  their  zeal  and 
loyalty  to  his  Majesty.  I hope  the  same  good  disposition  will 
continue,  whenever  the  King  shall  think  it  advisable  that  they 
sit  to  do  business. 

“Your  Lordship,  I suppose,  will  have  heard  that  his  IMajesty 
has  appointed  the  Earls  of  Montrath  and  Drogheda  to  be  joined 
with  your  Lordship  in  the  Government.  The  Commission  and 
Instructions  are  preparing,  and  may  probably  be  dispatched  in 
two  or  three  days. 

“ I doubt  we  have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  is  entering  into  a separate  treaty  with  France,  that  King 
offering  to  marry  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  the  Princess  of  ♦ 
Piedmont,  to  demolish  Pignerol,  and  to  restore  all  that  has  been 
taken  during  this  war.” 

Copy. 

YIr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[1696,]  July  9-19,  Gemblours. — “ I did  myself  the  honour 
to  write  to  your  Grace  last  post  from  Bruxelles  about  the  peace 


which  the  Duke  of  Savoye  had  made  with  France.  Everything 
we  see  since  then  seems  to  confirm  that  news.  The  President 
de  la  Tour  is  expected  here  tomorrow,  who  has  orders  from  his 
master  to  give  the  King  an  account  of  all  that  transaction. 
What  seems  most  provoking  for  us  is,  that  his  E.H.  seemed  care- 
ful to  manage  the  honour  aiid  interests  of  the  Emperor  and  of 
the  King  of  Spaign  in  some  manner,  but  never  so  much  as 
mentioned  our  King,  or  the  States.  We  hope  here  at  least  that 
the  Spaniards  and  Imperialists  will  not  accept  the  neutrality 
which  is  proposed  beyond  the  mountains,  for  they,  with  the  rest 
of  the  confederate  troops,  can  make  up  near  25,000  men.  We 
seem  to  give  over  all  thoughts  of  doing  anything  here,  and 
would  fain  have  the  P [rince]  of  Vaudemont  go  to  bombard 
Dunkirque,  tbough  he  thinks  ’tis  very  difficult  and  hazardous. 

“The  King  is  more  melancholy  than  I have  ever  seen  him,  and 
I fear  the  ill  news  which  1 bring  him  of  the  great  necessities  of 
his  Army,  and  the  little  hopes  I can  see  of  subsisting  it  to  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  have  added  to  his  chagrin.  I am  going 
down  again  to  Flanders.” 

R.  13.  96. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  July  10,  Whitehall. — “Yours  of  the  4th  by  express 
arrived  here  on  the  8th,  and  that  of  the  2nd  by  the  post  not  till 
yesterday.  The  first  brings  news  one  has  long  apprehended,  and 
must  now  be  submitted  to. 

“ The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  desired  that  they  may  have 
leave  to  represent  upon  the  complaint  of  taking  away  the  boat 
from  the  Deputy-Governor  of  Portsmouth,  and  by  tbe  next  post 
I suppose  that  will  be  ready  to  be  sent  over. 

“I  perceive  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  return  no  answer 
upon  what  I writ  in  mine  of  the  26th  of  June,  at  my  Lord 
Rochester’s  desire;  I take  the  thing  to  be  of  so  small  consequence 
that  I am  persuaded  his  Majesty  will  not  refuse  it. 

“ My  Lady  Dorchester  and  her  daughter  my  Lady  Catherine 
desire  me  to  put  the  King  in  mind  of  his  promise  of  some  money 
for  the  young  lady,  upon  which  she  writ  a letter  to  his  Majesty 
since  his  being  in  Flanders. 

“The  Merchants  have  been  here  this  morning,  and  are  ordered 
to  attend  the  Council  tomorrow  ; very  loud  in  their  complaints 
against  the  proceedings  at  Amsterdam,  contrary  to  wffiat  the 
Pensioner’s  letter  to  you  seemed  to  give  good  hoiies  of.  It 
would  be  of  great  use  if  that  matter  might  be  better  composed. 
In  Mr.  Secretary’s  absence  out  of  town  we  have  directed  Mr. 
Vernon  to  speak  to  the  Dutch  Ambassador  about  it,  and  like- 
wise to  write  to  Lord  Villiers.  The  Merchants  press  extremely 
that  the  notaries  should  be  ordered,  for  some  time  at  least,  to 
protest  no  bills ; how  far  the  Council  will  think  so  brisk  a 
resolution  advisable  I cannot  tell,  but  we  did  not  judge  it  proper 
for  us  to  do  it  without  taking  their  opinion.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 


1090,  July  14,  'Wliitehall. — “ 1 have  yours  of  the  0th  atul  the 
9th,  and  conclude,  as  you  do,  that  a separate  Peace  is  agreed 
between  France  and  Savoy.  It  comes  at  a very  unlucky  time  for 
our  affairs,  not  only  abroad,  hut  here,  which  want  no  such  dis- 
couraging accidents.  The  Treasury  have  declared  to  us  today 
they  find  it  absolutely  impossiljle  to  send  any  speedy  and  con- 
siderable supply  for  the  Army,  so  that  it  any  way  could  be  found 
out  to  get  credit  for  them  abroad,  for  their  support  for  some  time, 
that  seems  to  he  the  only  expedient  left,  to  preserve  them  from 
immediate  ruin. 

“ My  Lord  Sunderland  sent  me  a letter,  in  which  he  desired  I 
would  receive  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  concerning  the  late  Bishop 
of  Ely  and  Sir  Theo.  Oglethorpe,  to  whom  he  says  his  Majesty  is 
disposed  to  grant  licences  to  travel  to  any  parts,  enemies’ 
countries  excepted  ; but  my  Lady  Oglethorpe,  who  delivered  the 
letter  to  me,  said,  she  doubted  whether  Sir  Th'eo.  was  now  in 
that  dis2)osition  ; he  had  desired  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer 
with  an  intention  to  make  a campaign  in  the  Em2)eror’s  Army, 
hut  the  year  was  now  so  far  spent  that  she  did  not  believe  that 
could  now  he  done ; but  I expect  to  hear  further  from  her. 
However,  if  in  the  meantime  his  Majesty  shall  be  pleased  to 
declare  his  pleasure  conditionally,  there  will  be  the  less  delay 
when  they  apply  for  passes. 

“We  talk  here  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  has  jiower  to  j^rojwse  a 
more  advantageous  peace  to  the  Allies  than  has  yet  been  offered, 
and  that  the  general  agreement  is  nearer  than  ever. 

“I  have  so  often  put  the  Lords  here  in  mind  to  offer  some 
names  to  his  Majesty  for  su2)plying  the  Admiralty  Board,  and 
they  have  so  constantly  declined,  though  not  refused,  to  come  to 
any  resolution,  that  without  his  Majesty’s  further  direction  I shall 
press  them  no  more.  Mr.  Bussell  goes  out  of  town  the  end  of 
this  week ; Mr.  Priestman  continues  extremely  ill ; Lord  Mayor 
and  Colonel  Austen  seldom  or  never  can  attend  ; so  that  the  , 
whole  business  will  rest  on  the  three  remaining  gentlemen.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sunderl.and. 

1696,  July  14,  Whitehall. — “I  received  a letter  from  your 
Lordship  of  the  6th  by  the  hands  of  my  Lady  Oglethorj^e,  but  at 
the  same  time  she  told  me  she  could  not  tell  whether  Sir  Theo. 
would  now  make  use  of  the  licence  your  Lordshij)  had  obtained 
for  him,  because  he  had  asked  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer 
with  a j^rosi^ect  to  make  a campaign  in  the  Emperor’s  army ; 
but  now  the  year  was  so  far  spent  that  she  believed  that  could 
not  be  put  in  jn-actice.  When  1 hear  from  her  again  I shall  obey 
your  directions. 

“I  have  no  good  news  to  send  you,  and  I do  not  care  to  write 
had.  I am  sorry  to  hear  your  Lordship  does  not  design  to  visit 
London  this  summer,  as  I thought  you  intended  about  this  time.” 

Cojiy. 
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Shrewsbury  to  Lord  Justice  Porter. 

1696,  July  14,  Whitehall. — “Yours  of  the  2nd  came  to  my 
hands  this  morning,  and  I laid  it  before  the  Lords,  who 
immediately  directed  a short  commission  to  he  prepared, 
authorising  your  Lordship  and  the  two  Lords  aiipointed  Justices 
to  continue  and  hold  the  Parliament,  and  it  will  he  dispatched 
to  you  with  all  possible  expedition.  I suppose,  when  the  King 
resolves  on  the  time  that  the  Parliament  is  to  sit  to  do  business,  a 
particular  signification  and  instruction  will  be  sent  you  for  that 
purpose.’’ 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1696,  July  14,  Whitehall. — “ The  ill  news  that  has  been  long 
apprehended  is  at  last  confirmed  by  your  Lordship’s  of  the  27th 
June.  I believe  the  Duke  of  Savoy’s  being  too  hasty  to  accept 
offers  that  have  the  appearance  of  advantage,  will  prove  prejudicial 
to  himself  as  well  as  his  fi’iends.  A little  more  patience  might 
have  obtained  that  for  him  with  honour  and  security  which  he 
must  now  take  during  his  neighbour’s  pleasure  only. 

“I  conclude  you  receive  his  Majesty’s  directions  by  Mr. 
Blaithwayt  how  to  act  in  this  circumstance.  I shall  therefore 
only  add  that  I find  the  King  does  not  think  fit  that  the 
rules  prescribed  by  Order  of  Council  for  confining  the  extra- 
ordinaries of  foreign  ministers  should  in  this  present  conjuncture 
reach  your  Lordship.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Hill. 

1696,  July  14,  Whitehall. — “I  have  yours  of  the  4th,-  9th, 
15th,  16th,  and  19th  of  July,  n.s.,  to  acknowledge,  and  am  very 
sorry  to  find  the  negotiation  in  Piedmont  has  had  so  ill  a 
conclusion ; I wish  that  nearer  at  hand  [it]  may  be  more  pros- 
perous. I should  imagine  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  his  own 
credit,  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  offer  to  the  Allies  some 
proposals  more  advantageous  than  have  yet  come  from  France, 
and  his  desertion  will  probably  make  them  more  inclinable  to 
accept  them.  If  this  conjecture  of  mine  be  true,  I suppose  it 
will  be  known  when  the  President  de  la  Tour  has  his  audience  of 
the  King,  and  is  to  make  the  best  excuse  he  can  for  his 
master. 

“ I cannot  conceive  that  the  bombarding  only  of  Dunkirke 
should  he  of  such  consequence  that  any  hazard  should  be  run  for 
it.  If  anything  could  be  done  by  sea  or  land  that  would  ruin 
the  port,  that  would  be  a great  ease  and  advantage  to  us  and  the 
Dutch  ; but  if  the  town  were  in  ashes,  I cannot  understand  that 
the  haven  would  be  rendered  incapable  of  receiving  and  protecting 
Du  Bart  and  the  privateers,  who  do  us  all  the  mischief  there, 
and  might  still  continue  to  do  so.” 

Copy. 
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BeBKELEY  to  SlIEEWSBUEY. 

1696,  July  16,  not  far  from  Ushant. — “ I herewith  send  your 
Grace  a copy  of  the  result  of  our  Council  of  War  at  Belle  Isle;  our 
transactions  there  I send  to  Mr.  Vernon.  We  have  taken  two 
prizes  since  we  came  from  thence,  one  with  fish  from  Newfound- 
land, and  the  other  a ship  from  the  French  they  took  laden  with 
sugar  from  Nevis  ; and  all  our  clean  ships  are  now  out  of  sight, 
unluckily,  most  of  them  after  a privateer,  for  we  now  see  four 
French  men-of-war,  which  we  suppose  to  be  Nesmond,  and  they 
being  all  clean  ships,  none  of  ours  will  come  near  them.  I shall 
endeavour  to  get  some  intelligence  what  the  French  are  doing  at 
Brest,  and  accordingly  proceed,  though  I fear  it  will  now  be  diffi- 
cult, for  these  men-of-war  in  probability  will  give  notice  of  us, 
and  they  will  be  upon  their  guard.  Though  ’tis  a considerable 
time  still  to  winter,  yet  I think  it  not  too  soon  to  put  your  Grace 
in  mind  that  we  want  heavy  ships,  I mean  first-rates.  Our 
neighbours  build  great  apace,  and  we  have  not  built  one  first- 
rate  since  the  war.  The  Soveraign  is  burnt,  and  the  rest  wear 
too  fast,  so  that  I think  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  at 
least  two  set  up  this  winter  ; and  ’tis  an  expense  so  necessary,  if 
I may  presume  to  guess  beforehand,  there  will  not  be  a no  to  it  in 
the  House  of  Commons.” 

Pi.  20.  Enclosure: — 

Copy  of  the  resolution  of  a Council  of  War  on  the  Britannia,  off 
Belle  Isle,  3 July,  1696 — “ to  stay  here  for  five  days  longer,  and 
then  make  the  best  of  our  way  off  of  Ushant,  and  still  to  cover  our 
squadron  at  the  Isle  of  Bee  ; in  the  mean  time  to  send  some  ships 
with  all  our  tenders  and  long  boats,  and  the  soldiers,  and 
endeavour  to  ruin  the  Isle  of  Groy.” 


Me.  Hill  to  Siieewseuey. 

[1696,]  July  19-29,  Gand. — . . . “I  do  not  find  that  the 
King  has  given  over  his  design  of  bombarding  Dunkerque, 
though  every  man  I know  does  believe,  as  your  Grace  does,  that 
the  burning  half  the  town  will  not  equivalate  (sic)  the  expense 
and  the  hazard  we  must  run.  The  squadron  of  Zelanders  lie 
still  off  Ostende,  and  all  our  waggons,  pioneers,  and  fascines  are 
ready,  but  the  P [rince]  of  Yaudemont,  who  was  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  that  expedition,  was  not  tempted  enough  to  leave  his 
post  here,  which  Mons.  de  Yilleroy  might  come  and  possess  if  he 
pleased  twelve  hours  after.  Now  the  King  is  coming  himself  to 
lie  near  Ath,  in  hopes  to  give  room  to  the  Prince  to  go  on  with 
that  design,  but  I believe  it  will  still  be  impossible.  Perhaps  the 
King  is  piqued  to  see  himself  superior,  and  yet  to  do  nothing  ; 
perhaps  he  is  persuaded  the  French  will  still  come  to  terms,  if 
we  could  be  seen  in  a condition  to  act  offensively ; perhaps  he  is 
resolved  to  try  everything  whilst  his  Army  is  whole  and  entire, 
and  then  leave  us  so  soon  as  it  appears  absolutely  impossible  to 
do  anj'thing. 

“ In  the  mean  time  the  arrears  and  necessities  of  our  Army 
grow  daily,  and  the  enemies  will  know  it,  and  grow  more 
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insolent.  The  desertion  of  the  Duke  of  Savoye  will  certainly  be 
followed  by  others,  who  want  their  subsidies.  If  the  King  of 
France,  who  offers  already  to  restore  Stratsbourg  demolished, 
should  satisfy  the  Imperial  Ministers,  as  I believe  he  will,  I am 
persuaded  they  will  also  make  their  peace.  They  complain 
already  that  our  King  has  made  the  P [rince]  Louis  of  Baden 
lose  the  campaign  on  the  Pihine,  by  keeping  the  Landgrave  on 
the  Meuse  to  no  purpose. 

“ I cannot  yet  learn  whether  the  French  will  give  us  the  same 
conditions  which  they  offered  before  the  defection  of  Savoye,  but 
if  they  will,  I must  needs  think  God  Almighty  has  forsaken  us, 
if  we  do  not  accept  ’em.  I beg  your  Grace’s  pardon  for  this 
liberty,  but  I must  wonder  that  a King  of  England  should  not 
accept  any  peace  in  the  circumstances  we  are  (wLich  your  Grace 
knows  best),  whilst  there  is  not  any  one  article  which  does  regard 
the  interest  of  our  King  or  nation  in  dispute. 

“ It  will  be  worth  your  Grace’s  reflection,  that  the  young 
Princess  of  Piedmont,  who  is  to  be  married  to  the  heir  of 
Prance,  is  heiress  to  the  Crown  of  England  after  the  D [uke]  of 
Gloucester ; and  it  would  be  w^orth  your  Grace’s  care  to  preserve 
your  country  from  so  dangerous  a pretender.  The  D [uke]  of 
Orleans,  who  has  had  a great  share  in  making  the  peace  of 
Savoye,  has  a daughter  about  17  years  old,  who  might  perhaps 
help  to  cement  our  j^eace  with  Erance,  and  break  all  the  measures 
which  they  have  taken  with  the  Court  at  St.  Germain’s.  I beg 
pardon  for  these  thoughts.” 

E.  26,  96. 


Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  July  20,  off  Ushant. — “Enclosed  I send  your  Grace  a 
copy  of  the  result  of  our  this  day’s  Council  of  War,  and  the 
intelligence  I have  had  of  Monsieur  Nesmond  ; and  I send  to  Mr. 
Vernon  the  accounts  of  the  bombing  by  Captain  Meese  and  Sir 
Martin  Beckman,  who  rejoined  us  on  the  17th,  in  the  morning, 
having  luckily  performed  what  they  were  sent  for,  and  surprised 
a watchful  enemy.  The  weather  has  been  so  bad  these  three 
days  that  we  could  not  deal  with  the  shore,  but  I have  sent  this 
morning  to  endeavour  to  get  some  prisoners  oft’,  and  in  the 
evening  shall  bear  up  for  England.  The  bomb  vessels  are 
unserviceable  till  refitted,  which  may  be  done  at  Portsmouth,  as 
soon  as  I have  orders  to  send  them  thither.” 

Enclosures : — 

1.  Copy  of  the  resolution  of  a Council  of  War,  on  the  Britannia, 
at  sea,  20th  July,  1696,  to  sail  to  Torbay  and  get  fresh  water,  &c. 

2.  Copy  of  a statement  by  [Capt.]  B.  Beaumont  that  on  19th 
July  he  met  the  John  Baptist  of  Lisbon,  which  reported  having 
met  Mons.  Nesmonde  with  nine  sail.  Nesmonde  was  in  a ship 
of  80  guns ; there  was  one  of  80  guns,  one  of  70  guns,  one  of  60 ; 
and  the  rest  were  about  40  or  50  guns,  with  one  fire-ship.  They 
were  going  to  Cape  St.  Vincent  to  look  for  the  Spanish  West 
Indian  fleet.  Nesmonde  had  no  flag.  The  70-gun  ship  was 
English. 
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Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  July  20-30,  Camp  of  Moncalier. — Eelative  to  moneys 
clue  to  M.  Bolt.  He  lent  a large  sum  of  money  for  supplying 
Nice  with  victuals  when  it  was  attacked  by  the  French. 

French.  E.  Aug.  25. 


Galway  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  July  21-31,  Camp  of  Moncalier. — . . . Mr.  Broughton, 
our  Consul  at  Venice,  wishes  to  be  repaid  the  moneys  he  has 
advanced  for  the  King’s  service.  He  also  asks  for  the  privilege 
of  having  a chaplain,  which  is  very  necessary  for  the  edification 
of  many  English  merchants,  and  even  of  foreign  merchants  who 
are  Protestants,  at  Venice.  This  can  only  be  done  under  the 
King’s  protection,  until  he  shall  please  to  send  another  minister 
(ambassador)  thither.  . . . 

French.  E.  Aug.  20.  Other  portions  of  this  letter  are  printed 
by  Coxe. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  July  21,  Whitehall. — “ Having  nothing  worth  your 
trouble,  I did  not  write  the  last  post,  since  when  I have  received 
yours  of  the  13-23,  and  conclude  the  Duke  of  Savoy’s  friendship 
lost.  I wish  Mr.  Dickvelt  may  bring  good  news  from  Mr.  Caliere, 
or  that  the  motions  you  are  making  towards  Flanders  may  be  so 
successful  as  that  in  due  time  we  may  expect  better. 

“ Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  Nickson,  alias  Wall,  to 
Mr.  Meesters.  His  proposals  are  so  extravagant  that  I should 
not  have  troubled  you  with  them,  but  that  this  morning  Sir 
George  Eooke  gave  me  the  enclosed  proposal  from  Philemon 
Coddan,  who  has  been  with  Wall  in  this  voyage,  and  was  the 
person  who  brought  the  message  from  him  I mentioned  some 
time  since.  All  this  man  seems  to  ask  now  is  a commission,  and 
Mr.  Culliford,  who  knew  him  formerly  in  Ireland,  having  given  a 
good  character  of  his  honesty  and  resolution,  I find  Sir  George  a 
good  deal  disposed  to  try  if  he  can  do  them  any  mischief,  since  it 
is  a practice  the  enemy  use,  and  that  he  thinks  it  will  not  enable 
him  to  do  hurt  here,  though  he  should  be  inclined.  I send  you 
Nickson’s  letter,  not  that  I think  any  directions  will  be  given  in 
what  he  desires,  but  that  his  Majesty  may  have  all  before  him 
that  we  know  here,  and  give  such  commands  thereupon  as  he 
judges  most  proper. 

[P.S.]  “ If  I do  not  mistake,  this  Coddan  is  a Protestant.” 

Copy. 

Berkeley  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[16] 96,  July  21. — “I  could  get  no  farther  this  evening,  but  I 
hope  with  better  weather  to  get  into  Torbay  tomorrow.  The 
Dover  came  to  me  this  morning,  and  brought  me  your  letter  of 
the  11th.  Anchored  here  between  12  and  1,  but  many  of  the 
ships  are  not  got  in,  and  some  I believe  will  not  get  in  this  night. 
Bear- Admiral  Nevill  is  not  yet  come  here,  but  here  is  a Dutch 
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Eear- Admiral  with  five  ships.  I sent  the  Restoration  to 
Plymouth  to  bring  the  victuallers.” 

“ Extract.” 


Viscount  Villieks  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  [July  22-] Aug.  3,  n.s.,  Hague. — “I  have  given  Mr. 
Vernon  an  account  of  what  has  been  doing  here  towards  redress- 
ing our  merchants’  complaint,  in  which  I have  done  what  I could 
in  conformity  to  the  orders  I received ; I hope  I have  effected 
what  will  relieve  them.  I send  your  Grace  inclosed  the  draft  of 
a proposition  which  the  deputies  of  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam 
approve  of,  and  have  promised  to  use  their  interest  to  get  their 
respective  cities  to  consent  to.  I do  not  at  all  doubt  of  the  success 
of  it,  but  it  not  being  as  yet  a public  act,  I do  not  transmit  it  to  Mr. 
Vernon  to  be  communicated  to  the  Lords  Justices,  though  I take 
the  liberty  to  send  it  particularly  to  your  Grace  ; you  will  be 
pleased  to  judge  what  advantage  can  be  made  of  it  as  it  is.  I 
shall  press  the  finishing  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  give  your 
Grace  an  account  of  it.  My  Lord  Portland  will  have  informed 
your  Grace  so  particularly  of  what  passes  in  Flanders  that  I 
dare  not  trouble  you  on  that  subject.” 

R.  July  28,  o.s. 


Project  [by  Lord  Villiers]. 

[1696,  July  22-Aug.  3.] — “Project  to  prevent  the  incon- 
veniences which  may  arise  from  a sudden  and  rigorous  execution 
of  such  English  Bills  of  Exchange  as  have  been  protested. 

“ It  is  thought  that  no  better  expedient  can  be  found  than  that, 
on  this  extraordinary  occasion,  and  thp  scarcity  there  is  yet  o'f 
new  money  at  London,  as  also  for  other  weighty  reasons,  the 
Lords  of  the  Justice  of  Amsterdam  should  endeavour  to  persuade 
the  possessors  of  such  protested  bills  to  give  to  the  drawers  six 
Aveeks’  time  to  pay  them,  and  to  take  ^ per  cent,  at  usance 
interest  for  that  time  ; hut  withall  that  the  indisputable  right 
which  is  claimed  in  protested  bills  shall  be  preserved  and  remain 
good  without  any  diminution  in  the  aforesaid  j)rotested  bills  ; to 
the  end  that  in  case  of  non-payment  wuthin  the  limited  time,  use 
may  be  made  of  the  said  right  on  all  occasions  as  it  - shall  be 
found  lawful,  and  as  is  usual  in  matters  of  exchange  ; there  being- 
no  appearance  of  its  coming  to  that  pass,  for  that  the  Bank  will 
be  from  week  to  week  provided  with  considerable  sums  of  new 
money,  and  that  before  the  time  expired  there  will  be  money 
enough  in  the  Bank  to  pay  the  aforesaid  bills.  The  drawers 
therefore  will  be  secured,  as  the  possessors  will  be  from  the 
damage  which  otherwise  they  would  have  been  subject  to,  upon 
the  failure  of  some  drawers,  who  could  not  get  the  money  so  soon.” 

St.  Thomas  to  Catinat. 

1696,  [July  25-]  Aug.  4,  Turin. — His  R.H.  asks  him  to  pro- 
long the  truce  till  the  end  of  this  month. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed:  Aug.  18. 
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Catinat  to  St.  Thomas. 

1696,  [July  26-]  Aug.  5,  Camp  of  la  Volvere. — Takes  it  upon 
himself  to  prolong  the  truce  till  the  20th  instant,  after  which  he 
cannot  defer  taking  action,  and  will  withdraw  the  proposals  made 
to  his  E.II.  Wishes  to  know  what  he  is  to  tell  his  King  in  reply 
to  them. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed:  Aug.  19. 

Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1696,  [July  27-] Aug.  6,  s.n.,  Anvers. — “I  should  have  done 
myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Grace  the  last  post  upon  the 
subject  of  my  Lord  Portland’s  voyage  if  I had  not  been  too  long 
on  the  way  betwixt  our  two  armies.  At  present  your  Grace  will 
be  lietter  informed  of  the  occasions  of  his  coming,  but  yet  I would 
gladly  take  the  liberty  to  say  something  in  relation  to  it.  The 
negociations  at  the  Hague  do  still  go  on,  I think,  though  Messrs. 
Dickvelt  and  Boreel  are  expected  at  the  King’s  army ; the 
enemies  are  less  forward  since  the  defection  of  Savoye,  and  since 
they  see  the  disorder  we  are  in  for  want  of  money.  The  King 
has  been  very  eager  to  attempt  and  do  something  ; perhaps  to 
frighten  our  enemies  into  better  terms  ; perhaps  to  disturb  their 
negociations  at  the  Hague. 

“ When  Lord  Portland  went  from  the  Camp  the  King  was 
again  resolved  to  attempt  the  bombarding  of  Dunkerque ; now 
that  design  is  over  again.  The  Landgrave  is  let  to  go  back  to 
the  Rhine,  when  ’tis  too  late,  I fear.  I think  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  do  anything  here  this  campaign,  though  I know  the  King 
is  told,  ’twere  better  do  amiss  than  do  nothing,  by  some  ill  folks. 
I think  it  is  impossible  for  the  King’s  own  army  to  subsist  here 
till  another  campaign  ; the  Hollanders  will  not  lend  us  a stiver  ; 
and  the  King  is  going  to  pawn  his  jewels  for  about  300,000 
florins,  and  Schuylenliourg  will  help  us  with  a 100,000  more, 
which  is  altogether  about  14  days’  subsistence,  after  which  we 
must  depend  entirely  upon  Providence  and  my  Lord 
Godolphin. 

“ The  present  debate  at  the  Hague  is  about  the  fortifications 
and  walls  of  Stratsbourg,  in  which  the  Circles  of  Suabe  and 
Franconie  have  indeed  some  interests.  The  Emperor’s  Council 
are  inclinable  to  consent  to  the  offers  of  France  ; yet  the  King  is 
persuaded  that  the  least  wise  and  the  most  disaffected  in  England 
and  Hollande  are  desirous  of  a peace ; he  is  told  that  there  is 
money  enough  in  England  to  carry  on  the  war  ; that  malice  and 
faction  only  hinder  its  circulation.  Now  I am  glad  my  Lord 
Portland  is  in  the  way  to  be  well  informed  by  your  Grace  of  wliat 
is  tit  to  be  done  for  the  service  of  the  King  and  the  good  of  his 
kingdoms  in  a very  critical  time. 

“ There  happened  last  week  a great  disorder  in  the  Elector’s 
quarters.  Some  of  his  Bavarians  insulted  the  Prince  of  Hol- 
steyn’s  quarters,  who  is  General  of  the  Spanish  horse.  The 
Spaniards  entered  all  very  warmly  into  the  resentments  of  the 
Prince  of  Holsteyn  ; made  it  a common  and  a national  quarrel ; 
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went  so  far  as  to  threaten  and  resolve  to  leave  the  Elector’s 
camp,  and  go  to  the  P [rince]  of  Vaudemont  in  Flanders.  By 
good  luck  the  P [rince]  of  Vaudemont  came  at  the  same  time  to 
that  army,  and,  instead  of  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  their 
discontents,  did  labour  to  calm  all  the  heats.  The  Elector  was 
easily  persuaded  to  give  large  and  ample  satisfactions  to  the 
P [rince]  of  Plolsteyn ; so  the  Spaniards  and  Wallons  seem 
contented  with  this  act  of  justice,  though  they  will  always  be 
angry  at  the  partiality  which  they  believe  the  Elector  does  show 
in  favour  of  his  own  troops. 

“ The  Electress  is  brought  to  bed  of  a daughter,  and  all  the 
Spanish  letters  say  the  Queen  is  with  child.” 

K.  5th,  o.s. 

Shkewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  July  28,  Whitehall.— “I  have  received  yours  of  the  30th 
of  July  and  2nd  of  Aug.,  n.s.  I cannot  remember  ever  to  have 
writ  that  my  Lord  Stamford  was  convinced  the  practice  was 
against  him.  I doubt  it  will  be  a difficult  thing  to  do  that;  he 
seems  so  fond  of  the  whole  command,  and  so  unsatisfied  that 
after  having  passed  a Great  Seal  for  it,  it  should  now  be  shared 
with  him,  that  though  all  that  has  been  laid  before  his  Majesty 
has  likewise  been  communicated  to  him,  he  is  not  satisfied  to  give 
up  any  part  to  Major-General  Trelawny;  hut  if  upon  the  whole 
matter  his  Majesty  will  have  it  done,  he  must  be  pleased  to  sign 
a warrant  to  revoke  that  part  of  my  Lord  Stamford’s  grant,  which 
must  pass  to  the  Great  Seal,  nothing  less  I conceive  being  suffi- 
cient to  repeal  my  Lord  Stamford’s  patent. 

“I  did  this  morning  put  the  Lords  Justices  in  mind  to  recom- 
mend to  his  Majesty  a Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty.  They 
had  then  so  much  business  that  I did  not  press  it,  but  shall  take 
the  next  opportunity  to  do  it. 

“Mr.  Blackwell,  the  Consul  of  Leghorne,  having  desired  me 
to  mention  him  to  his  Majesty  to  be  employed  as  Sir  Thomas 
Derham  was,  both  Kesident  and  Consul,  I told  him  I thought 
that  post  was  designed  for  Mr.  Wolseley  to  he  Envoy,  as  he  had 
been  at  Brusselles ; but  if  the  King  should  intend  to  send  one 
with  no  other  character  than  Resident,  I suppose  Mr.  Wolsel[e]y 
would  hardly  accept  it,  and  in  that  case  this  gentleman,  I believe, 
would  supply  it  with  good  credit,  he  having  lived  there  with 
esteem,  and  well  looked  upon  at  the  Great  Duke’s  Court.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1696,  July  28,  Whitehall. — ...  “ The  last  French  letters 

assure  us  that  Nesmond  is  gone  out  of  Brest,  and  that  Mens,  de 
Chasteaurenaut’s  squadron  would  soon  be  in  a condition  to  follow 
him.  It  is  generally  believed  the  last  are  designed  for  the  Straits, 
and  probably  it  is  so,  if  they  have  no  design  at  the  end  of  the 
summer  to  attempt  anything  here.  I hope  we  are  in  a condition 
not  to  apprehend  that.” 

Copy. 
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“ Memoeandum — Duke  of  Savoy.” 


1696,  July  28. — “ The  tallies  delivered  to  the  President  de  la 
Tour  in  May  last  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy  were  ■ 100,000k 

(viz.) 

For  subsidies  for  twelve  months  from  the  10th 
of  October  1695  to  the  10th  of  October  1696,  at 
8,000k  per  mensem  ------  96,000k 

For  the  exchange  thereof  - - - - 4,000k 

100,000k 


Another  paper : — 

“ Sir  Joseph  Herns  says  he  has  in  his  hands 
tallies  for  -------  92,000k 

Which  he  has  given  a note  under  his  hand  to 
deliver  to  Mons.  de  la  Tour’s  order. 

He  said  likewise  he  had  given  Mons.  de  la  Tour 
a power  to  draw  bills  on  him  for  - - - 25,000  [k] 

“ He  assured  the  Lords  Justices  he  would  not  part  with  any 
more  tallies  without  acquainting  them  with  it. 

“There  seems  still  to  be  enough  in  his  hands  for  paying  of  the 
forces  there,  supi^osing  the  25,000k  drawn  from  him,  because  that 
which  is  really  paid  to  Savoy  for  subsidy  is  6,000  [k]  a month.” 


Galway  to  Shrewsbuey. 

1696,  July  28-Aug.  7,  Camp  of  Chivas. — We  quitted  Moncalier, 
and  came  here  in  two  marches,  to  cover  the  Milanese,  and  to 
retire  thither  if  necessary.  The  Emperor  is  sending  M.  de  Mans- 
feld  with  proposals  to  his  Pi.H.,  which  should  be  sufficient  to  lead 
him  back,  if  he  be  capable  of  consulting  his  true  interests.  The 
Prince  has  informed  us  that  he  had  demanded  from  M.  de 
Catinat  a prolongation  of  the  truce  to  the  end  of  this  month,  and 
has  sent  us  the  Marshal’s  reply,  which  was  evidently  pre- 
arranged. We  will  take  our  measures  accordingly.  There  is 
some  appearance  that  he  [the  Prince]  will  march  against  us  with 
the  French  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

French.  R.  Aug.  20.  Enclosure ; see  1691,  Apnil  21. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr,  Hill. 

1696,  July  31,  Whitehall. — “I  did  not  sooner  acknowledge  the 
favour  of  yours  of  the  19th  because  there  is  little  in  it  that  I can 
give  any  answer  to,  though  there  are  some  melancholy  and  I fear 
too  reasonable  reflections.  What  you  speak  of  the  young  Princess 
in  France,  I doubt  the  Bill  of  Eights  is  a very  great  objection  to, 
where  it  is  declared  that  whosoever  shall  marry  a Papist  shall  be 
for  ever  incapable  to  inherit,  possess,  or  enjoy  the  Crown  of 
England  or  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  of  these  realms  are  absolved 
from  their  allegiance  to  a King  so  marrying. 

“There  is  oneMinshall,  a Roman  Catholic  gentleman,  who  had 
a pass  from  me  to  go  serve  in  the  Emperor’s  army,  but  some  of 
his  relations  have  this  morning  acquainted  me  that  his  design 
is  to  fight  a duel  with  one  Mr.  Curwent,  who  is  of  the  same 
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persuasion,  and  now  a prisoner  in  Flanders.  They  wish 
something  might  be  done  to  prevent  this  mischief.”  . . . 

Copy. 

ViLLIERS  to  ShREW'SEURY. 

1696,  [July  31-] Aug.  10,  n.s.,  Hague. — “I  have  received  the 
honour  of  your  Grace’s  of  the  28th  hist.  My  Project  is  at  an 
end,  as  Mr.  Vernon  wall  inform  you,  to  which  I will  only  add  to 
your  Grace  that  I am  told  that  Amsterdam  will  look  upon  all 
hills  as  sufficiently  protested  that  come  back  signed  by  two 
witnesses.  I am  glad  therefore  that  the  order  was  not  prolonged 
which  forbade  notaries  to  sign  protestations,  since  by  the  course 
taken  here  it  would  have  had  no  effect;  in  one  w'ord,  my  Lord,  it 
is  impossible  to  bring  these  people  to  consent  to  anything  by 
which  their  interest  is  not  advanced. 

“ I wish  I could  give  your  Grace  any  satisfaction  as  to  what 
you  please  to  ask  me  concerning  the  general  peace,  but  if  I am 
able  to  make  any  probable  guesses  in  it,  it  is  only  by  being  nearer 
the  place  where  it  is  stock- jobbing.  The  little  that  I know  of  it 
is  that  Mons.  Cagliere  saw  Mons.  Dyckvelt  near  Ghent,  before 
the  King  came  over ; from  thence  he  was  removed  into  this 
country,  where  he  has  conferred  with  Mons.  Dyckvelt  and  Mons. 
Boreel  almost  every  day,  and  in  every  little  alehouse.  Mons. 
Dyckvelt  has  been  several  times  at  the  Army,  to  acquaint  the 
King  with  this  negociation,  and  is  gone  thither  now  I presume 
for  his  last  resolution.  So  your  Grace  sees  that  the  Peace  of 
Savoy  has  not  broke  off  the  treaty,”  [dr.,  as  in  Goxe\. 

E.  5th,  o.s. 


Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  Aug.  1,  Torrbay. — ...  “A  strong  squadron  in  the 
Soundings  looks  well,  and  pleases  people  on  shore,  but  I cannot 
think  that  either  Mons.  Chasteaurenaud  or  Nesmond  will  cruise 
there,  for  two  shijjs  would  be  of  the  same  service  ; neither  in  my 
opinion  does  our  having  a squadron  in  the  Soundings  secure  our 
trade  so  much  as  ’tis  thought ; for  though  the  Soundings  be  a 
pass,  it  is  a pass  of  mighty  extent,  and  the  enemy  have  a great 
number  of  privateers,  which  our  foul  ships  will  never  hurt.”  . . . 

E.  5th. 

St.  Thomas  to  Catinat. 

1696,  Aug.  [3-]  13,  Turin. — His  E.  H.  asks  for  a prolonga- 
tion of  the  truce  till  the  end  of  September,  as  much  time  is 
required  for  the  necessary  communications  between  Spain,  Vienna, 
and  Flanders. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed  : August  18. 

Catinat  to  St.  Thomas. 

1696,  Aug.  [4-]  14,  Camp  of  Macel. — Ought  not  to  consent 
to  any  further  prolongation  without  some  assurance  that  his 
King’s  offers  for  the  repose  of  Italy  will  be  accepted.  Consents 
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however  to  remain  inactive  till  the  end  of  August,  but  may  be 
compelled  before  then  to  cross  the  Po  to  find  subsistence  for  bis 
troops. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed  : Aug.  20. 

Sheeavsbury  to  Sec.  Blathw.\yt. 

1696,  Aug.  4,  Whitehall. — “We  have  had  no  letters  from 
you  since  the  last  post,  so  that  I have  little  to  trouble  you  with, 
only  my  Lord  Rochester  has  showed  me  a letter  under  Mr. 
Attorney’s  hand,  which  states  the  matter  of  his  acting  as  my 
Lord  Clarendon’s  deputy  in  such  a manner  that  I presume  his 
Majesty  will  make  no  difficulty  to  consent  to  it ; and  this  being 
the  season  in  which  officers  of  Forests  are  most  necessary,  any 
delay  is  very  inconvenient.  My  Lord  Rochester  will  send  you 
j\Ir.  Attorney’s  opinion. 

“ In  the  same  Forest  old  Col.  Legg  has  a walk,  who  being  near 
a hundred  j'ears  of  age,  and  having  always  behaved  himself  very 
obligingly  to  his  neighbours,  though  upon  this  late  Act  his 
Majesty  in  strictness  might  turn  him  out  of  it,  yet  it  happening 
that  Col.  Mordant  has  a great  desire  to  succeed  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  satisfy  him  for  his  pretentions  during  his  life,  since 
it  will  be  both  a charity  to  the  old  man,  and  a favour  to  the  young 
one,  I hope  his  Majesty  will  consent  to  the  change  of  the  life.” 

Copy. 


Me.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[1696,]  Aug.  5-15,  Gand. — “ I just  now  receive  the  honour  of 
your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  31st  past,  and  am  sorry  I did  not 
explain  myself  so  far  in  regard  to  the  Princess  of  Chartres  as  to 
say  I was  persuaded  the  King  might  have  had  her,  of  her  mother’s 
first  religion. 

“ I will  observe  your  Lordship's  commands  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Minshall  and  Mr.  Curwen.  1 did  get  Mr.  Curwen  put  into  the 
castle  of  Anvers,  until  by  the  King’s  leave  I let  him  out,  upon  a 
security  of  5,000/.  which  he  gave  me,  to  represent  himself  to  your 
Grace  at  London  in  four  weeks.  I will  go  tomorrow  if  possible 
to  Anvers,  where  Mr.  Curwen  is,  and  prevent  any  accidents,  if 
possible. 

“Mr.  Dyckvelt  is  returned  from  the  Army  towards  the  Hague, 
to  renew  his  conferences,  as  we  believe,  with  Mons.  Cagliere.  1 
am  assured  the  Court  of  Spaign  have  left  the  care  of  their  interests 
to  our  King,  and  will  be  content  with  what  his  Majesty  does.  I 
am  also  persuaded  that  the  Imperalists  desire  a peace.  The 
Hollanders  talk  of  nothing  but  a vigorous  continuation  of 
the  war,  that  they  may  not  be  loaded  with  the  scandal  of 
irrecipitating  the  peace,  as  they  were  after  the  Treaty  of  Nimegue. 
It  is  ah’eady  given  out  there,  that  the  English  will  be  the  occasion 
of  making  a bad  peace.  All  the  letters  from  France  speak  of 
great  expectations  of  a general  peace. 

“ Mons.  de  la  Tour  is  still  at  the  Army  with  the  King,  en- 
deavouring to  persuade  the  world  that  his  master  has  not  left  the 
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interests  of  his  Allies ; but  I have  seen  a copy  of  his  Royal 
Highness’s  letter  to  the  Pope,  dated  the  6th  of  July,  where  he 
gives  a fair  account  of  a positive  accommodation  with  France. 

[P.S.]  “ The  Guards  are  detached  from  the  Army  towards 

Loo,  and  [the]  King  will  be  going  that  way  in  15  days.  The 
Elector  of  Brandebourg  and  Duke  of  Zell  will  be  invited  thither, 
and  we  hope  that  will  be  [a]  good  excuse  for  his  Majesty’s  going 
thither,  &c.,  &c.” 

R.  20,  96. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  7,  Whitehall. — “I  have  yours  of  the  6th  and  9th  of 
this  month,  s.n.  I have  acquainted  Sir  George  Rooke  with  his 
Majesty’s  commands  concerning  Nickson’s  acquaintance,  and  if 
he  accepts  it  upon  the  terms  of  no  money,  I will  immediately 
send  you  over  a commission  for  his  Majesty’s  hand. 

“ Concluding  the  present  designed  for  Abbe  Scarlatti  was 
intended  to  be  equal  to  that  given  to  the  Envoye  from  Elorence, 
I have  signified  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  my  Lord  Chamberlain 
accordingly,  though  that  was  something  better  than  what  was 
given  to  the  Envoyd  of  Genoua. 

“ The  Lords  Justices  have  this  day  promised  me  that  the  next 
time  they  meet,  they  will  come  prepared  to  propose  a Commis- 
sioner of  the  Admiralty.  I shall  not  fail  to  remind  them,  and 
give  you  an  account  by  the  next  post.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Hill. 

1696,  Aug.  7,  Whitehall. — “ I have  received  yours  of  the  6th, 
s.n.,  and  am  very  glad  my  Lord  Portland  is  here,  because  he  will 
have  occasion  to  see  so  much  of  our  condition  that  I do  not 
question  but  he  will  give  his  Alajesty  a faithful  account  of  it,  and 
not  be  suspected  of  partiality  of  any  kind.  Wlien  his  Majesty 
shall  he  informed  what  we  are  able  to  do,  I hope  he  is  so  w^ell 
instructed  in  the  interests  and  inclinations  of  the  Allies  that  he 
will  take  such  resolutions  as  shall  be  most  proper  for  the  circum- 
stances ; and  we,  at  least  I,  who  see  not  far  into  these  foreign 
mysteries,  must  submit,  and  endeavour  to  support  whatever  is 
determined  in  the  best  manner  we  can.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

[16]  96,  Aug.  8. — “ You  have  left  us  in  the  saddest  condition 
that  ever  people  were  in — an  army  abroad,  a fleet  and  army  at 
home  to  maintain,  and  neither  money,  friends,  nor  credit  to  do 
it  with. 

“ The  King  has  sent  directions  that  the  squadron  for  protect- 
ing the  Flota  shall  be  increased  to  24,  15  English  and  9 Butch, 
and  to  remain  at  Cadiz  all  winter ; that,  this  squadron  included, 
he  expects  the  winter  fleet  shall  consist  of  eighty  line-of-hattle 
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ships,  50  English  and  30  Dutch.  For  God[’s]  sake  send  us  some 
advice,  or  come  and  tell  us  how  we  shall  do  these  great  things. 

“The  Duke  of  Bedford  has  desired  the  Justices  to  approve 
two  Deputy  Lieutenants  he  would  appoint  for  Cambridgeshire, 
Fir  Paul  Whitchott  and  Mr.  Thomas  Day.  The  Lords  know 
nothing  of  either  of  them,  hut,  not  depending  entirely  upon  the 
recommendation  of  his  Grace’s  servants,  they  desired  me,  when 
I writ  to  you,  to  enquire  of  their  character. 

“ Lord  Sunderland  tells  me  he  and  Mr.  Felton  (?)  will  be  with 
you  soon ; you  will  find  him  in  good  humour.  Might  is  right, 
and  more  than  ever  for  us.  God  bless  us  all ! ” 

Autoc/raph  draft. 

[Mons.]  Tess6  to  the  Maequis  de  St.  Thomas. 

1696,  Aug.  [8-]  18. — Declares,  in  reply  to  inquiries,  that  his  King 
desires  nothing  else  than  the  neutrality  of  Italy  ; and  that  if 
the  King’s  army,  with  his  R.H.  at  the  head,  should  be  successful 
against  the  Milanese,  the  King  will  withdraw  it  whenever  his 
R.H.  shall  please. 

Copy,  French.  Endorsed  : Aug.  21. 

St.  Thomas  to  the  Peince-Count  of  Mansfeld. 

1696,  Aug.  [8-]  18,  Turin. — His  R.H.  declares  hereby  that  he 
seeks  the  neutrality  of  Italy;  or  at  least  he  will  he  content  with 
that  of  his  states,  so  that  none  of  the  parties  may  jjretend  to 
have  passage  through  them  to  attack  one  another.  He  will  urge 
the  Count  de  Tesse  to  obtain  his  King’s  consent  to  this.  He 
cannot  prevent  the  Marshal  de  Catinat  from  crossing  the  Po  or 
the  Doire  after  the  end  of  this  month,  but,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  the  return  of  the  couriers,  he  will  not  permit  his  troops  to 
join  with  the  French  until  15th  Sept. 

Co})y,  French,^'’  translated  from  Italian.”  Endorsed  : kwg.^ll. 

Me.  Hill  to  [Sheewsbuey]  . 

1696,  Aug.  10-20,  Anvers. — “I  came  hither  to  look  after  Mr. 
Minshall,  as  your  Grace  pleased  to  order.  I found  he  had  been 
here,  and^  had  seen  Mr.  Curwen,  hut  it  seems  he  was  not  so 
bloody-minded  as  he  thought  he  was.  I find  he  will  not  make 
use  of  the  passport  your  Grace  did  give  him,  to  go  serve  in 
Germany.  He  went  hence  to  Borm,  where  some  English 
and  Irish  monks  are  praying  day  and  night  for  King  James. 
From  thence  he  is  gone  to  Lere,  where  our  nuns  are  doing  the 
same  thing.  I shall  watch  him  a little,  and  give  your  Grace 
account  of  it. 

“ Since  the  last  which  I had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Grace, 
Mons.  Dickvelt  is  returned  to  the  Hague,  after  a great  many 
private  conferences  with  the  King.  I am  persuaded  he  will  find 
the  French  agents  there,  who  are  still  desirous  enough  to  have  a 
peace. 

“ The  greatest  intrigue  here  at  present  is  about  giving  us  a 
Queen.  Great  endeavours  have  been  used  for  the  Princess  of 
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Branclebourg,  for  whom  Mons.  Gapell  has  been  engaged ; at  least, 
great  endeavours  have  been  used  to  engage  him.  My  Lord 
Portland,  I’m  told,  w^as  for  the  Princess  of  Hesse ; and  now  the 
King  of  Denmark’s  agents  are  all  at  work  for  their  Princess. 
Mons.  de  Pless  is  at  the  Hague,  very  eager  to  enter  into  a closer 
treaty  of  friendship  with  the  King  of  England  ; and  I am  told  the 
King  his  master  would  do  almost  anything  to  entail  the  Crown  of 
England  upon  the  issue  of  his  daughter,  or  his  brother.  The 
King,  I’m  told,  has  referred  him  also  to  Mons.  Dyckvelt,  who  will 
doubtless  be  very  careful  of  the  King’s  interests:  but  ’tis  not 
reasonable  to  expect  he  should  be  very  zealous  for  those  interests 
of  trade  and  commerce,  and  a mutual  defence,  which  might  regard 
the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Denmark  exclusively  to  all  our 
neighbours. 

“ My  Lord  Villars  is  gone  to  the  army,  to  make  his  court  to  the 
King,  and  to  the  Baron  de  Keppel,  who  needed  not  the  absence  of 
my  Lord  Portland  to  be  the  first  minister  here.  I believe  my 
Lord  Yillars  would  still  be  glad  to  serve  a Queen,  and  I believe  he 
will  be  intriguing  for  the  Princess  of  Denmarque.  I take  the  liberty 
to  tell  your  Grace  everything  almost  which  comes  in  my  sight.” 

R.  26,  96. 


Shkewseuky  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  11,  Whitehall. — “ Yesterday  and  today  have  been 
so  fully  taken  up  with  speaking  with  the  Treasury,  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  Bank,  in  order  to  raise  the  money,  and  dispatch  the 
Straits  squadron,  that  I have  had  no  opportunity  to  remind  the 
Lords  Justices  of  proposing  one  for  the  Admiralty,  nor  laying 
before  them  what  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  direct,  in  relation  to 
Major-General  Trelawney.  I shall  endeavour  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  one  and  the  other  by  the  next  post. 

“Mr.  Vernon  will  give  you  an  account,  by  order  of  the  Lords 
Justices,  what  their  thoughts  are,  in  order  to  engage  the  Bank  to 
advance  a sum  of  money.  I heartily  wish  upon  those  terms  they 
may  be  able  to  prevail. 

“As  to  the  Straits  squadron,  the  necessary  orders  are  given  for 
the  sending  it  out,  according  to  his  Majesty’s  directions,  as  soon 
as  may  be  ; but  the  scarcity  of  money  affords  so  much  difficulty 
in  the  victualling,  and  the  want  of  stores  at  Cadiz  makes  it  so 
necessary  to  consult  the  Navy  Board,  that  I fear  the  squadron  will 
not  be  dispatched  with  so  much  expedition  or  secrecy  as  might  be 
expected,  though  everything  will  be  done  on  our  parts  to  promote 
the  one  and  enjoin  the  other. 

“ I have  here  enclosed  sent  you  a commission  for  Nickson’s 
friend,  which  has  been  prepared  by  Sir  Charles  Hedges  and 
approved  by  Sir  George  Eooke. 

“ I have  so  often  troubled  his  Majesty  with  doubtful  letters 
upon  the  subject  of  the  money  that  I am  ashamed  to  send  another. 
Tomorrow  we  shall  know  the  opinion  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank, 
and  if  there  be  any  news  worth  sending,  it  shall  go  by  express.” 

Copy. 
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Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1696,]  Aug.  12-22,  Gand. — “ I have  seen  some  letters  from 
Piemoud  since  I had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Grace,  which 
do  give  new  disquiets.  ’Tis  now  believed  that  there  is  a farther 
treaty  made  between  the  French  and  his  Pioyal  Highness,  by 
which  they  are  to  carry  the  war  into  the  Millanese,  at  the  expense 
of  the  French  ; that  all  the  conquests  which  shall  be  made  in  the 
IMillanese  or  the  Montferrat  shall  be  for  the  Duke  of  Savoye,  who 
does  in  exchange  give  up  Savoye  to  the  King  of  France.  ’Tis 
also  said  that  it  was  resolved  to  offer  so  hard  conditions  to  the 
Allies,  that  they  might  refuse  to  accept  of  a peace  in  order  to 
have  good  opportunities  to  carry  on  this  war  in  Italy.  ’Tis  added 
that  the  Venetians  have  discovered  this  secret  treaty,  who  are 
also  alarmed  at  it. 

“ On  the  other  side  the  King  of  Spaign,  though  against  the 
opinion  of  his  Council,  has  refused  to  accept  the  neutrality  in  Italy, 
saying  he  left  it  to  the  King  of  England.  So  the  Spaniards  and 
Imperialists  and  my  Lord  Galloway  are  preparing  to  continue  the 
war  in  the  state  of  Milan,  though  I know  not  how.  The  enemies 
are  preparing,  I mean  the  Duke  of  Savoye  and  the  Mareschal  de 
Catinat,  to  carry  on  the  war  forward.  The  Mareschal  resolved  to 
begin  the  21st  instant,  s.n.,  when  the  truce  expired.  This  is  yet 
so  great  a secret  that  I ought  not  to  know  it ; but  if  it  prove  true, 
it  will  soon  appear,  and  show  a new  scene  to  the  world.” 

R.  20, 1696. 


Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Russell. 

1696,  x\ug.  13,  Whitehall. — “ We  have  reason  to  hope,  from 
the  answer  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  gave  yesterda,y, 
that  upon  Saturday,  when  a general  Court  is  to  meet,  they  will 
agree  to  lend  the  King  200,000/. 

“ I have  here  enclosed-'  sent  you  a scheme  of  such  ships  as  the 
Admiralty  have  drawn  for  the  Straits  squadron,  the  winter  Fleet, 
and  to  be  laid  up  ; I should  be  glad  to  receive  your  opinion  upon  it. 
Mr.  Papillion  has  discoursed  with  Sir  George  Rooke,  and,  as  he 
tells  me,  does  not  make  great  difficulty  to  provide  them  with 
victuals ; hut  it  being  likewise  necessary  that  a suitable 
proportion  of  naval  stores  should  go  with  them,  or  follow  soon 
after,  I doubt,  when  that  is  ordered  to  the  Navy  Board,  as  it 
must  very  soon,  the  secret  is  at  an  end,  and  possibly  some 
objection  may  he  raised  there. 

“ The  King,  having  designed  ATce- Admiral  Evertsen  to  go  with 
the  Dutch,  has  directed  that  a Vice-Admiral  he  sent  from  hence. 
Aylmer  and  Mitchell,  the  only  two  we  have  of  that  character,  arc 
both  desirous,  as  I am  informed,  to  he  excused.  I desire  to  know 
who  you  would  think  most  proper,  and  would  wish  should  have 
the  command.  The  Admiralty  I believe  will  incline  to  Nevill.” 

Copy. 


Not  found,  this  being  only  a copy. 
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Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  Aug.  14,  Torbay. — “ On  Wednesday  last  the  Dutch  sent 
home  (by  order,  as  they  tell  me,  from  his  Majesty)  eleven  of 
their  men-of-war,  and  they  have  eleven  more  here,  seven  of  which 
go  with  their  convoy  to  the  westward ; by  which  I conceive  we 
shall  not  long  remain  here,  and  therefore  desii’e  your  Grace  would 
get  me  liberty  of  the  Lord  Justices  to  leave  the  Fleet  as  soon  as 
it  arrives  at  Portsmouth,  or  to  the  eastward  of  it,  my  own  small 
fortune  at  present  very  much  requiring  my  presence  ; and  there 
will  be  no  farther  business  in  the  Fleet  but  what  Sir  Cloudesly 
Shovell  or  Mr.  Aylmer’s  health  will  enable  them  to  execute  better 
than  myself.” 

R.  17. 


Mat.  Prior  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 96,  Aug.  14-24,  Hag[ue]. — “I  take  my  Lord  Villiers’s 
being  away  for  an  excuse  that  I trouble  your  Grace  with 
what  is  doing  here,  or  rather  with  what  I think  is  doing, 
for  it  is  all  feeling  colours,  and  he  knows  most  who  guesses 
fairest. 

“Boreel  and  Dyckvelt  were  with  Cailliere  on  Sunday  last.  On 
Monday  there  was  a conference  at  the  Pensioner’s,  where  were  he, 
the  Imperial  Ministers,  Don  Quiros  (who  will  be  everywhere), 
and  Dyckvelt,  who  pretended  to  be  there  but  by  accident.  The 
business  therefore  of  this  meeting  was  that  the  Emperor  and 
Spain  should  (it  was  hoped)  pursue  and  continue  the  war  in  Italy, 
and  that  these  Ministers  would  write  again  on  this  subject  to  their 
masters.  This  was  only  because  Quiros  was  by,  for  that  affair  has 
already  been  written  about,  and  could  not  be  much  advanced  by 
their  writing  again. 

“ The  Pensioner  then  told  them  something  of  what  was  treating 
with  Cailliere,  and  desired  the  Imperial  Ministers  to  dispatch  an 
express  to  Vienne,  to  know  the  Emperor’s  ultimate  resolution  as 
to  what  regarded  Straesbourg;  which  express  the  Ministers 
accordingly  sent  away  on  Tuesday.  At  its  return  we  may 
probably  see  the  point  adjusted,  which  they  say  had  stopped  the 
negociation  for  some  time  past. 

“ On  Wednesday  the  Pensioner  went  out  privately  one  way, 
and  Boreel  another.  Dyckvelt  followed  them  at  night  (though  he 
was  President  of  the  States  General  this  week),  which  is  not 
very  usual,  unless  he  has  urgent  business.  They  met  Cailliere 
between  Leyden  and  Amsterdam,  and  went  forward  with  him  in 
a yacht  (as  I am  told  by  one  who  watched  them) ; the  Pensioner  is 
gone  to  Utrecht,  and  is  expected  back  tonight.  Our  small  German 
Ministers  are  very  uneasy  at  these  negociations,  of  (sic)  which 
every  one  thinks  himself  or  his  master  worthy  to  have  had 
part. 

“ Our  States  of  Holland  in  the  mean  time  have  regulated  their 
quota  to  the  state  of  war  on  the  same  foot  on  which  it  was  last 
year,  that  is,  towards  the  fleet,  to  be  60  men-of-war  and  20  fire- 
ships, and  two  millions  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  land 
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artillery,  and  the  rest  wants  but  the  form,  which  it  will  have  at 
their  next  meeting,  when  his  Majesty  will  be  here.”  . . . 

R.  20.  {The  receipt  was  acknowledged  in  a note  dated  the  25th.) 

[Shrewsbuey  to  the  King.] 

[16] 96,  Aug.  15.* — “I  take  the  liberty  to  add  this  note,  and 
desire  it  may  he  without  the  knowledge  of  my  partners,  that  if  by 
reason  of  the  noise  these  Pirates  have  made  of  late,  and  of  the 
great  wealth  that  may  perhaps  be  found  amongst  them,  what  we 
ask  may  possibly  fall  out  to  be  too  much,  your  Majesty  may 
please  to  reserve  wdiat  share  you  think  fit  to  yourself,  and  direct 
me  to  send  over  another  warrant  to  that  effect,  or  else  take  time 
to  consider  of  the  grant,  and  in  the  interim  order  me  to  assure 
the  partners  that  if  anything  shall  be  seized  by  the  ship  which 
was  put  out  at  their  cost,  you  will  be  very  kind  in  considering 
not  only  their  expense,  but  the  hazard  they  have  run.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  15,  Whitehall. — “ Having  according  to  his 
Majesty’s  directions  pressed  the  Lords  Justices  again  to  propose 
some  fit  person  to  be  added  to  the  Commission  of  the  Admiralty, 
they  desire  his  Majesty  may  be  acquainted  that  the  season  of 
the  year  is  now  so  far  advanced  that  it  is  their  humble  opinion 
it  should  remain  as  it  now  is  till  the  King’s  return,  at  which  time 
he  will  best  judge  who  will  be  most  proper  for  that  station,  or 
whether  there  he  a necessity  of  any  alteration,  since  towards  the 
end  of  October  Sir  John  Houhlon  will  be  out  of  his  office  of 
Mayor,  and  at  liberty  to  attend  the  Board  as  formerly ; Mr. 
Priestman  it’s  probable  will  be  recovered  of  his  illness,  and  Mr. 
Russell  returned  to  town. 

“ The  Bank  have  agreed  to  remit  immediately  50,000/.  for  the 
use  of  the  Army,  and  have  voted  in  a general  Court  that  they 
will  lend  150,000/.  more,  but  I believe  will  expect  some  good 
words  and  promises  from  his  Majesty  in  relation  to  their  former 
losses  in  the  service  before  they  will  he  prevailed  on  actually  to 
advance  the  latter  sum.  It  is  certain  they  have  done  a great 
service  considering  the  time,  and  will  very  well  deserve  his 
Majesty’s  favourable  consideration  for  it,  which  I hope  will  not  be 
delayed,  lest  that  might  prove  a discouragement  to  what  they 
have  so  zealously  resolved.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sir  James  Ogelvie. 

1696,  Aug.  15,  Whitehall. — “ As  soon  as  I received  your  letter 
I laid  it  before  the  Council,  who  immediately  directed  a warrant 
to  search  for  Warburton,  with  such  particular  care,  that  one  of 
the  Clerks  were  [was]  ordered  to  be  present  at  the  search,  hoping 
they  might  find  papers  of  consequence;  hut  as  yet  he  is  not  to  be 

• There  are  two  letters  of  this  date  from  Shrewsbury  to  the  King.  The  other 
is  printed  by  Coxe. 
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found,  though  looked  for  at  that  place  mentioned  in  Duglas’s 
Information.  If  he  can  be  seized,  or  any  further  discovery  made 
worth  your  knowledge,  I shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  it.” 
Copy,  endorsed : 14  (sie)  Aug. 

Sowers  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[1696,  Aug.  15.] — “I  think  somewhat  like  the  enclosed  paper 
may  be  such  a grant  as  the  case  will  admit  of.  I hope  your  Grace 
will  read  it  over,  and  see  what  is  proper  to  be  altered,  left  out,  or 
added.  There  will  be  an  absolute  necessity  of  adding  a very 
full  clause  to  authorise  the  inserting  all  liberal  clauses,  non- 
obstantes,  &c.,  wdiich  may  make  the  grant  in  such  general  terms 
effectual ; but  Mr.  Vernon  will  do  that  best,  and  also  will  insert 
what  else  is  usually  inserted  in  such  w'arrante.” 

Endorsed  hy  Shreivsbiiry  : About  the  grant  of  Kid  (?),  with  the 
warrant.  Lord  Keeper.  Aug.  15,  96. 

AdWIRAL  PiUSSELL  to  SHREWSBURY. 

[16] 96,  Aug.  15,  Chippenham. — Gives  his  opinion  upon  “the 
scheme  ” sent  to  him  by  the  Admiralty  and  by  Shrew’shury — 
as  to  ships  for  the  Straits  service,  manning  the  ships  in  the 
River  and  at  Portsmouth,  flags  of  Vice-Admirals,  &c.  “ Nevill 

will  be  diligent ; he  is  but  a poor  man  in  execution.  Bembo  (sic) 
having  been  made  a Rear  A [dmiral]  has  disgusted  many  of  the 
officers;  . . . certainly  Bembow  (sic),  if  they  come  to  action,  will 
discharge  his  duty  better  than  the  other.” 

R.  17. 

Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1696,  Aug.  18,  Whitehall. — “ I find  the  Lords  Justices,  upon 
discoursing  with  the  Admiralty,  are  not  inclined  that  the  Fleet 
should  yet  come  to  Spitthead.  That,  with  the  design  they  have 
of  employing  Sir  Clou.  Shovell  upon  another  service,  is  the  reason 
they  were  desirous  your  Lordship  would  remain  a little  longer 
with  the  Fleet ; though  if  your  occasions  be  such  that  make  your 
speedy  return  hither  necessary  for  your  affairs,  I will  press  it 
again.” 

Copy. 

Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  Aug.  18,  Torrbay. — “Admiral  Allemonde  was  just  now 
with  me,  and  tells  me  he  is  going  to  see  their  convoy  some  way 
into  the  sea  with  all  the  Hollands  men-of-war  that  have  provision 
enough  on  hoard ; the  rest  with  a Rear-Admiral  he  orders  to 
Spithead.  This  I thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Grace 
with,  that  it  may  be  considered  what  will  be  best  for  us  to  do.  I 
have  ordered  our  convoys  to  keep  company  with  the  Dutch  as  far 
as  they  go  the  same  way. 

“ Captain  Beaumont  is  returned  to  Plymouth  with  the  ships  I 
left  with  him  in  the  Soundings,  having  taken  three  privateers  of 
twenty,  eighteen,  and  eight  guns.” 

R.  17. 
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[Portland  to  Shrewsbury.] 

[1696,]  Aug.  18-28,  Margett. — “ Je  vous  rends  milles  graces 
de  la  bonte  que  vous  avez  eu  de  me  prester  vostre  carosse,  qui 
ma  fort  bien  mend  jusques  a Sittinborn.  Jen  avois  grand  besoin, 
car  sans  cela  jaurois  eu  le  sang  fort  echauffe.  Jespere  que  vous 
aurez  acquitte  vostre  conscience  en  faisant  mes  excuses  a my 
Lords  les  Justices  de  ce  que  je  nay  pas  este  recevoir  leurs  ordres 
devant  mon  depart.  Vous  scavez,  Mons’',  et  my  Lord  Devonshire 
aussi,  que  cest  plustost  vostre  faute  que  la  mienne.  Jespere  de 
membarquer  tantost,  et  si  le  vent  continue  comme  il  est,  je 
pourray  estre  domain  au  matin  a Oostende. 

[P.S.]  “ Je  suis  en  peine  de  savoir  comment  se  porte  vostre 

ponce,  et  si  Mr.  Montagu  dort  encore.” 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  18,  Whitehall. — “ We  want  now  four  posts  from 
Holland,  which  makes  me  have  very  little  to  trouble  you  with. 
Mr.  Vernon  has  the  Lords  Justices’  directions  to  give  you  a full 
account  of  the  dispute  beDveen  my  Lord  Stamford  and  Major- 
Gen.  Trelawny.  I apprehend,  if  that  be  decided  nowq  it  will 
fall  out  to  disoblige  one  or  the  other ; if  it  were  let  remain  as  it 
is  till  the  King’s  return,  and  that  they  w’ere  both  in  town,  perhaps 
it  might  have  an  easier  conclusion. 

“ With  the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty  we  have  pitched  upon  Sir 
Clou.  Shovell  to  command  the  Pleet  to  the  Straits,  and  think  of 
sending  Nevill  besides.  It  happens  that  Aylmer  and  Mitchell, 
the  only  two  Vice-Admirals  his  Majesty  has  in  pay,  have  both 
been  there  a great  while,  and  are  not  very  inclinal)le  to  return  so 
soon,  if  they  might  be  excused.” 

Copij. 

Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

[1696,]  Aug.  18-28,  Breda. — . . . “ The  King  is  got  thus 
far  on  his  way  from  the  army  to  Loo.  Here  his  Majesty  does 
find  the  Pentionaire,  Mr.  Dyckvelt,  &c.,  all  instruments  or  tools 
of  peace,  which  everybody  now  does  believe  to  be  well 
advanced.  I can  assure  your  Grace  that  the  King  is  now  very 
willing  to  promote  it.  I do  also  believe  the  accounts  which  my 
Lord  Portland  does  give  of  his  journey  to  London  have  made  his 
Majesty  more  ready  to  come  to  a conclusion.  I fear  the  King 
will  be  tempted  to  stay  at  Loo  so  long  as  the  season  is  so  very 
favourable ; and  ’tis  believed  his  Majesty  will  go  to  Cleves  to 
visit  the  Electress  of  Brandebourg,  where  he  will  see  the  young 
Princess.  I am  going  back  to  Bruxelles,  to  carry  his  Majesty’s 
compliments  to  the  Electress.” 

B.  21,  96. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sir  James  Ogelvie. 

1696,  Aug.  20,  Whitehall. — “ I acknowledged  on  the  15th  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  and  acquainted  you  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Council  had  issued  a warrant  for  the  apprehending  of  Warburton. 

2 B 
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He  has  been  since  taken  up,  but  upon  examination  appears  to  be 
one  who  serves  the  Lady  Montgomery  as  a cook,  can  neither 
write  nor  read,  and  utterly  denies  to  have  sent  any  letters  to 
Scotland ; and  there  being  no  evidence  against  him,  upon  which 
he  could  be  proceeded  against,  their  Lordships,  seeing  no  cause 
for  detaining  him  in  custody,  thought  fit  to  discharge  him  ; of 
which  I would  not  omit  giving  you  an  account.” 

Copy. 


Beekelet  to  Sheew’sbuey. 

1696,  Aug.  20,  Torrbay. — ■“  Having  heard  of  a letter  from  Sir 
Cloudesly  Shovel  to  your  Grace,  and  seen  your  answer  to  him 
relating  to  the  convoy  now  going  out,  makes  me  w'rite  this  (lest 
your  Grace  and  the  other  Lords  .Justices  should  think  I have 
been  asleep  all  this  time),  to  let  you  know  that  ’tis  above  a 
month  since  I w^it  to  the  Admiralty  about  this  very  matter, 
who,  I presumed,  had  acquainted  your  Excellencies  with  it ; but 
not  hearing  of  any  resolution  thereupon,  I was  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  that  our  business  here  was  to  execute,  not  to  advise, 
unless  our  opinions  were  asked.  The  convoys,  English  and 
Dutch,  are  going  out,  the  wind  being  fair  ; so  desiring  your 
Grace  to  be  mindful  of  my  last  request  about  coming  from  the 
Fleet,  I will  leave  farther  trouble  to  you  at  this  present.” 

K.  23. 


ShEEWSBUEY  to  PoETLAND. 

[16] 96,  Aug.  21,  Whitehall. — “I  am  glad  you  got  w'ell  to 
Margate,  and  hope  you  made  use  of  the  wind  whilst  it  was  fair, 
for  it  turned  so  soon  that  we  are  in  pain  about  your  passage. 

“I  have  punctually  obeyed  your  Lordship’s  commands  in 
making  your  compliment  to  the  Lords  Justices.  My  thumb  is 
very  well,  and  Mr.  Montagu  quite  awake ; he  got  a good  knock 
upon  his  head  in  the  fall. 

“ I desire  you  will  not  forget  to  speak  to  the  King  about  the 
two  intercepted  letters  from  France.  I find  the  Ar  [ch]  -Bis  [hop] 
stored  with  tools  for  that  business,  and  well  skilled  in  it ; but 
neither  he  nor  I having  very  fine  fingers,  he  has  promised  to 
engage  one  whose  fidelty  he  can  be  answ^erable  for,  and  who  is 
already  adroit,  and  he  will  assist  him  with  his  skill. 

“The  Arch-Bis[hop]  knows  how  to  set  up  the  engine  for 
imitating  hands,  but  thinks  it  so  dangerous  an  art  that,  unless 
his  Majesty  command  him,  I perceive  he  is  desirous  it  should 
be  discovered  to  nobody,  but  die  with  him,  being  confident 
that  he  is  now  the  only  person  alive  that  is  perfectly  master 
of  that  secret. 

“Mr.  Smith  of  the  Bank  has  been  with  me  about  your  sub- 
scription ; when  any  are  made  I will  be  sure  to  give  him  notice. 

“ Our  last  letters  speak  mightily  of  peace.  I hope  you  will 
stay  to  bring  us  some  good  news,  and  then  I heartily  wish  you 
here  again. 

[P.S.]  “ Since  the  writing  so  far  of  my  letter,  Mr.  Duncomb 
has  been  with  me,  and  signified  some  concern  upon  what  was 
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said  of  him  at  my  office.  lie  expresses  all  imaginable  readiness 
to  serve  the  Government ; that  since  his  late  great  purchase  he 
is  not  so  able  as  he  has  been,  but  that  he  has  and  ever  will  lend 
the  King  all  the  ready  money  he  has,  and  promote  the  same 
amongst  his  friends.  This  and  much  more  he  has  said  to  me, 
which  I forbear  repeating,  because  I conclude  Mr.  Guy  will  write 
at  large  to  your  Lordship  upon  the  same  subject.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  21,  Whitehall. — “ Yesterday  your  letters  of  the  3rd, 
6th,  10th,  and  13th,  o.s.  {sic),  arrived  together. 

“ I will  endeax'our  to  find  out  some  person  to  propose  for  an 
exchange,  as  his  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  direct,  upon  Mr. 
Jurieu’s  application,  for  I think  the  case  does  deserve  a very  just 
compassion. 

“I  shall  acquaint  Col.  Mordant  with  his  Majesty’s  favour. 
Your  letter  of  the  10th,  where  you  speak  of  Calliere’s  negotiation, 
raised  a curiosity  which  was  not  satisfied  in  your  next  of  the  13th. 

“ My  Lord  Chamberlain  tells  me  he  has  taken  care  that  Abb6 
Scarlatti’s  present  shall  be  equal  to  that  of  the  Envoye  of 
Florence,  and  that  he  has  pressed  the  dispatch  of  it,  but  Sir 
Francis  Child’s  head  is  so  turned  upon  the  business  of  the  Coin, 
that  he  hardly  knows  what  he  does  or  says.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  G.a.lway. 

1696,  Aug.  21,  Whitehall. — “ YMurs  of  the  21st  and  28th  of 
July,  O.S.,  came  to  my  hands  yesterday  together.  I have  veiy 
small  hopes  from  any  propositions  the  Emperor  can  make  to  his 
R.H.,  because  I take  the  whole  matter  to  have  been  long 
concerted  with  France,  and  I wish  he  does  not  join  with  them  to 
destroy  the  Spanish  territories  in  Italy. 

“ I have  and  will  continue  to  endeavour  to  get  Mr.  Broughton 
some  consideration  for  his  expense  ; as  to  his  chaplain,  nothing 
can  well  be  done  till  the  King’s  return,  because  his  commission 
must  be  altered,  which  will  be  reasonable  to  do,  if  no  other 
minister  be  employed  to  reside  there. 

” I give  your  Lordship  many  thanks  for  assuring  me  that  I 
shall  know  what  passes  in  your  parts.  YMu  may  believe  I am 
not  a little  solicitous  upon  the  account  of  the  public ; besides, 
my  good  wishes  to  yourself  makes  {sic)  me  glad  to  hear  that  you 
are  safe.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Hill. 

1696,  Aug.  21,  Whitehall. — ...  “If  the  Emperor  be  dis- 
posed to  peace,  and  the  King  of  Spain  entrusts  his  concerns  with 
our  King,  I hope  his  Majesty  will  not  refuse  one,  when  it  shall 
be  for  his  interest.  I cannot  think  the  condition  of  Holland  is 
such,  but  that  it  will  always  be  welcome  to  them,  however  they 
may  brag,  and  nothing  convinces  me  more  that  they  wish  it 
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sure  than  their  beginning  so  soon  to  cast  the  blame  on  us.  I 
cannot  much  apprehend  such  an  agreement  between  France  and 
Savoy  as  you  mention  in  yours  of  the  12th.  It  must  certainly 
give  such  a jealousy  to  all  the  Princes  and  States  in  Italy  that 
I believe  the  French  would  hardly  risk  the  consequences  ; and 
to  imagine  it  can  be  done  with  their  consent  is  impossible, 
without  concluding  they  are  all  run  mad. 

“The  posture  of  afeirs  in  our  King’s  reign  has  a great 
resemblance  with  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  some  things 
excepted.  She  made  great  advantages  from  the  several  proposi- 
tions of  marriage  she  hearkened  to,  and  found  her  interest  in 
being  coquette  to  many.  I know  not  wKether  the  same  politic 
may  not  yet  be  good,  and  it  may  prove  as  useful  to  his  Majesty 
to  give  hopes  to  many  as  to  engage  himself  to  one.  But  perhaps 
my  own  practice  may  help  to  convince  [convict]  me  of  partiality 
against  matrimony.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Admiral  Bussell. 

[16]  96,  Aug.  22,  Windsor. — “ Concluding  from  the  Admiralty 
you  have  an  account  what  measures  are  taken  as  to  the  Straits 
squadron,  I shall  only  acquaint  you  that  by  the  last  letters  the 
King  presses  extremely  the  hastening  out  these  ships,  lest  they 
arrive  too  late  for  the  service  designed.  If  that  had  only  been 
to  protect  the  Galleons  or  Flota,  and  not  to  have  stayed  all  the 
winter,  I imagine  this  might  have  been  supplied  with  more 
expedition.  Ships  from  the  main  Fleet  possibly  would  have 
served,  and  the  men  needed  not  be  paid  off,  which  will  take  up 
much  time. 

“ I ask  you  these  questions,  because  the  letters  that  arrived 
yesterday  give  great  hopes  of  a Peace,  in  which  case  it  will  surely 
be  ridiculous  to  send  a squadron  to  winter  and  be  w'orm-eaten  at 
Cadiz.  The  same  letters  speak  also  of  the  King’s  marriage. 
There  are  three  rival  ladies ; the  Princess  of  Bran  [denburgh]  is 
judged  most  likely,  though  the  King  of  Denmark  presses  for  his 
daughter,  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  for  his.  But  this  wooing 
and  the  Peace  is  only  to  yourself,  as  I cannot  help  rejoicing  at 
the  thoughts,  since  \ve  may  hope  once  again  to  be  merry,  though 
it  may  not  last  long.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Berkeley  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  Aug.  23,  Torrbay. — “ This  is  to  return  your  Grace  my 
thanks  for  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  18th  instant,  but  [I]  think 
’tis  better  that  my  own  particular  affairs  should  suffer  for  want 
of  my  being  at  London  than  that  the  King’s  service  should  suffer 
for  want  of  my  presence  here  ; though  indeed  it  surprises  us  to 
hear  that  your  Grace  and  the  other  Lords  Justices  should  think 
it  for  the  service  that  w'e  should  remain  some  longer  time  here, 
and  that  the  Admiralty  should  draw  so  many  ships  from  us,  they 
having  ordered  ten  away  within  three  days,  besides  fireships,  and 
leaving  us  but  sixteen  here.  The  Dutch  Admiral  was  forced  back 
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here  this  morning,  and  sent  me  word  just  now  by  his  secretary 
that  according  to  a petition  of  the  masters  of  tlie  merchantmen 
he  intends  to  sail  tomorrow  morning  for  Si:>itthead.  I hope 
that,  the  season  of  the  year  being  considered,  and  the  light  moon 
now  that  may  befriend  us,  we  shall  not  be  kept  here  long  after 
him.” 

R.  25. 

Mr.  Hill  to  Shrewsbury. 

1696,  [Aug.  23-]  Sept.  2,  s.n.,  Bruxelles. — “I  came  hither  to 
make  a compliment  from  the  King  to  the  Electrice,  Init  I found 
her  Highness  under  such  affliction  for  the  death  of  tlie  King  her 
father  that  she  keeps  her  bed  and  sees  nobody.  One  great  cause 
of  her  sorrow  is,  that  the  Elector  does  not  leave  the  army  to 
come  and  comfort  her, 

” The  last  letters  from  France  say  that  King  does  keep  his  bed. 
He  had  a great  boil  on  his  shoulder,  like  what  they  call  a plague- 
sore  ; it  was  lanced,  and  he  found  ease  ; he  was  blooded,  and 
found  himself  better ; though  it  is  remembered  that  his  Queen 
died  of  such  an  operation  in  the  like  distemper.  The  letters 
from  Spaign  say  that  Queen  is  sick ; some  say  it  is  the  natural 
effects  of  her  breeding;  some  say  she  was  poisoned  in  an  eel-pie; 
some  say  she  ate  too  much,  and  surfeited. 

“ There  is  now  no  doubt  made  b}’  anybody  hut  that  the  general 
peace  is  laboured  at  the  Hague.  ’Tis  believed  a place  will  soon 
he  named  where  the  ministers  of  all  the  princes  concerned  may 
meet,  and  adjust  their  pretensions  their  own  way.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Imperialists  and  Spaniards  have  refused  the  neutrality 
in  Italy ; and  the  French  jirolonged  the  truce  to  the  1st  instant, 
after  a solemn  declaration  to  forbear  no  longer.  The  Duke  of 
Savoye  has  taken  15  d[ay]s  more  before  he  will  join  his  troops 
to  the  French.  His  E.H.  has  ordered  Mons.  la  Tour  not  to  quit 
the  King,  and  he  is  gone  after  him  to  Loo. 

“ The  Courts  of  France  and  Rome  will  employ  their  interests, 
I’m  told,  to  seat  King  James  upon  the  throne  of  Poland.  I know 
none  but  the  Polanders  who  ought  to  be  against  it.” 

E.  Aug.  29. 


Shrewsbury  to  Berkeley. 

1696,  Aug.  25,  Whitehall. — “ I have  just  received  the  favour  of 
yours  of  the  23rd,  and  presume  by  this  night’s  post  you  will 
receive  orders  from  the  Admiralty  to  come  with  the  hffeet  to 
Siiitthead,  and  that  yourself  may  come  to  town.  In  hopes  of 
seeing  you  soon,  I shall  give  you  no  further  trouble.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Hill. 

1696,  Aug.  25,  Whitehall. — •“  I forgot  by  the  last  post  to  tell 
you  my  thoughts  of  what  you  say  of  the  Princess  of  Chartres.  I 
can  hardly  imagine  that  the  bigotry  or  hypocrisy  of  the  French 
Court  would  ever  suffer  them  to  consent  to  such  an  article.  For 
the  King  of  France  to  ruin,  force,  torture,  and  murder  millions  of 
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people  in  order  to  extirpate  Protestantism,  and  at  the  end  of  this 
to  encourage  his  own  niece  to  embrace  that  religion,  would  be  so 
foul  a blot  in  [on]  his  character,  that  I doubt  the  necessities  he 
is  under  of  a peace  are  not  so  extreme  pressing  as  to  oblige  him 
to  submit  to  it ; besides,  I think  he  should  rather  choose  to  part 
with  tw^enty  towns  than  make  such  a step.  I am  glad  to  find  by 
yours  of  the  18-28  that  matters  are  changed,  since  I think  it  is  for 
the  better ; and  heartily  wishing  that  may  be  concluded  which  is 
best  for  England,  I am,”  &c. 

Copy. 

Shebwsbuey  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  25,  Whitehall. — “After  I had  writ  my  letters  by 
the  last  post,  I went  in  the  evening  out  of  town  as  far  as  Windsor, 
and  being  gone  before  the  fifth  packet  arrived,  which  brought 
yours  of  the  18-28  from  Breda,  I could  not  then  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  it.  We  are  yet  as  much  in  the  dark  as  before  in 
relation  to  Cagliere’s  negotiation,  the  extract  of  your  letter  to  my 
Lord  Lexington  not  having  been  communicated  to  us  by  Mr. 
Secretary  [Vernon] , who  is  at  present  out  of  town. 

“I  have  proposed  to  the  Lords  the  exchanging  some  person 
here  for  the  prisoner  Mr.  Jurieu  mentions.  They  have  thought 
fit  to  propose  Col.  Mac  Elligott.  If  it  be  expected  one  engaged 
in  the  late  Plot  should  be  given  up,  another  must  be  offered,  and 
we  may  find  such  against  whom  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence. 

“ Mons.  d’Hervart  writes  word  there  are  small  hopes  to  engage 
the  Cantons,  either  Catholic  or  Protestants,  to  engage  in  this 
quarrel,  though  the  Duke  of  Savoy  should  join  with  the  French 
in  the  conquest  of  the  Milaneze  and  Montferrat,  without  con- 
siderable sums  of  money  laid  out  amongst  them.  I hoped  they 
would  have  thought  themselves  so  concerned  in  that  cause  as 
not  to  have  expected  presents  to  influence  them  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  own  liberty  and  government,  but  it  seems  it  is  not 
so. 

[P.S.]  “ Since  I had  Avrit  so  far  I hear  Col.  Austen  is  dead. 

I believe  the  Lords  Avill  A^ery  unAvillingly  recommend  any  person 
when  they  expect  his  Majesty’s  return  so  soon.” 

Copy. 

Admieal  Bussell  to  Sheeavsbuey. 

[16]  96,  Aug.  25,  Chippenham. — If  the  squadron  designed  for 
the  south  is  only  to  protect  the  Flota,  it  may  be  despatched 
expeditiously.  Suggests  orders  for  Lord  Barckly. 

“I  am  extreme  glad  at  the  neAvs  your  Grace  sends  me,  for 
though  the  prints  have  been  Avriting  some  time  on  that  subject, 
I gave  little  credit  to  it.  Sir  James  Forbeas  (?)  came  hither  full 
of  it,  but  desponding.  Lord  EdAvard  said  there  Avas  nothing 
of  it.  The  noble  knight  had  a letter  last  night  from  Lord 
Smrderland,  Avhich  says  I am  to  be  honoured  AAuth  his  company 
the  last  day  of  this  month,  which  is  Monday  next ; he  is  so  much 
a servant  to  him  that  he  is  undone  to  stay  till  the  Lord 
arrives.” 

Be.  26. 
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M.  Prior  to  Shrewsbury. 

[16] 96,  [Aug.  25-] Sept.  4,  Hag[ue]. — “My  Lord  Villiers 
informs  your  Grace  what  passed  yesterday  at  the  Congress. 
Our  small  German  Ministers  are,  I think,  in  their  hearts  angry 
at  this  overture,  for  they  love  subsidies  better  than  treaties,  and 
would  prolong  the  war  as  long  as  we  can  pay  for  it.  The 
Imperial  Ministers,  how  great  a mind  soever  they  may  have  for 
a peace,  are  willing  to  seem  to  be  courted  to  it. 

“We  have  news  these  two  last  posts  that  the  King  of  France 
has  been  very  ill ; the  French  post  this  morning  confirms  it. 
He  has  had  a swelling  in  his  neck,  which  is  a kind  of  a pestilen- 
tial sore,  for  which  he  has  been  blistered  and  scarified,  and  is 
not  yet  out  of  danger.  We  pray  very  heartily  for  his  going  off, 
and  have  a great  mind  to  have  our  treaty  signed  by  Louis  the 
15th. 

“ Since  everybody  is  thinking  of  his  own  pretensions  and 
interests  in  this  conjuncture,  I hope  your  Grace  will  pardon  me 
troubling  you  even  with  mine.  1 have  been  six  years  here,  and 
from  the  title  of  his  Majesty’s  Secretary  I seem  to  have  a kind  of 
right  by  prescrijition  to  be  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  when  it 
shall  be  named,  which  in  all  probability  will  be  very  suddenly. 
For  this  I must  recommend  myself  to  your  Grace’s  goodness  ; 
and  I hope  to  the  obligations  you  have  been  pleased  already  to 
lay  on  me,  your  Grace  will  add  this  one  more  of  naming  me  to 
his  Majesty  on  this  occasion,  that  I may  go  on  with  credit  to 
receive  your  Grace’s  commands,  and  continue  to  own  my 
happiness  to  your  favour.” 

K.  Aug.  29. 


Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Aug.  28,  Whitehall. — “We  have  had  no  letters  from  you 
since  my  last,  and  we  still  remain  under  the  same  curiosit}^ 
having  not  yet  seen  the  extract  of  your  letter  to  my  Lorcl 
Lexington.  It  is  much  apprehended  here  that  the  Plate  fleet 
may  fall  into  the  hands  of  Petit  Ilenaud,  unless  they,  being 
advertised  of  his  lying  in  those  seas  to  expect  them,  may  defer 
their  setting  sail,  and  in  that  case  nobody  can  tell  in  what  season 
to  expect  their  return.” 

Copy. 

Shrewsbury  to  Galway. 

1696,  Aug.  28,  Whitehall. — “I  have  received  your  Lordship’s 
letter  of  the  3-13,  and  being  very  sensible  of  the  necessity  jmu 
will  be  in  for  want  of  money  to  subsist  his  Majesty’s  troops  under 
your  command,  I laid  your  letter  before  the  Lords  Justices,  who 
thereupon  did  not  only  repeat  their  direction  to  Sir  Joseph 
Herne  not  to  part  with  any  of  the  tallies  put  into  his  hand  by 
Mons.  de  la  Tour,  unless  by  order  from  his  Majesty,  but  they 
have  writ  to  desire  the  King  will  get  such  a discharge  from 
Pres,  de  la  Tour  to  Sir  Jos.  Herne  as  he  seems  to  expect,  to  save 
his  own  credit  in  refusing  to  pay  those  tallies,  which  were  put 
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into  his  hands  ; and  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  as  I apprehend  it 
will  be  difficult,  then  that  the  King  should  give  directions  that 
Sir  Jos.  Herne  should  be  indemnified  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  thought  most  convenient,  and  that  some  part  of  the  money 
arising  from  those  tallies  should  be  forthwith  returned  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops  under  your  Lordship’s  command. 

“It  is  not  above  two  or  three  days  since  I received  a letter 
from  you  of  an  old  date,  the  20-30  July,  mentioning  some 
negotiation  Mr.  Boil  was  upon  to  recover  the  4,000h  he  lias  lent 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  All  the  answer  or  advice  one  can  give  him 
in  the  present  state  of  this  business  is,  to  part  with  no  more 
money  till  he  receives  good  assurance  he  shall  he  repaid.” 

Copy. 


Me.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]. 

1696,  [Aug.  30-]  Sept.  9,  n.s.,  Bruges. — “I  am  honoured  with 
your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  21st,  which  gives  me  new  occasion  to 
be  troublesome  today.  We  have  still  great  reason  to  fear  the 
effects  of  a private  treaty  between  France  and  Savoye  ; and  if 
the  Spaniards  have  not  accepted  the  neutrality  in  Italy,  the 
Mareschal  of  Catinat  will  be  actually  besieging  of  A'alence.  Our 
hopes  of  a general  peace  goes  [go]  forward  apace  ; we  hope  the 
greatest  difficulties  are  removed  and  the  most  fundamental 
articles  agreed  on.  Stratsbourg  is  to  be  restored  as  the  French 
found  it,  and  the  Empire  at  liberty  to  make  what  new  fortifica- 
tions they  please.  Luxembourg  is  to  be  surrendered  to  the 
Spaniards,  or  an  equivalent,  viz.,  Menin,  Ipres,  and  Fumes. 
These  three  places  are  much  better  than  Luxembourg  in  relation 
to  England.  Our  King  is  to  he  acknowledged  by  the  French,  if 
the  peace  is  concluded,  but  I fear  they  will  make  some  difficulties 
to  own  him  in  the  opening  of  the  treaties.  I wish  it  were 
possible  to  conclude  without  the  intervention  of  a multitude  of 
ministers  and  plenipotentiaries,  who  are  already  pre})ared  to 
make  themselves  necessary.  It  will  not  he  more  difficult  to  make 
a peace  with  France  than  it  will  he  to  keep  peace  amongst  our 
Allies. 

“ I iierceive  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  would  gladly  establish  him- 
self here  as  perpetual  Governor  of  these  ten'  Provinces,  and  the 
Spaniards  begin  to  he  jealous  of  him,  I fear.  His  E.  Highness 
has  had  a deal  of  complaisance  this  campaign  for  our  King,  and 
has  made  his  court  to  him  very  regularly.  The  Spaniards  are 
afraid  that  Avith  the  assistance  of  our  King  and  the  States  of 
Holland  the  Elector  should  make  himself  master  ; they  are  also 
afraid  that  ivith  his  own  troops  and  those  of  his  brother  of 
Cologne,  which  will  make  12  or  15  thousand  men,  he  will  he  able 
to  do  so,  and  that  England  and  Holland  would  be  well  contented 
he  should  do  so.  They  do  carry  their  jealousies  farther,  and  fear 
the  Elector  may  already  have  made  some  engagements  Avith 
France  to  be  left  at  liberty  here,  on  conditions  of  renouncing  his 
pretensions  to  the  succession  of  Spain,  or  to  some  of  his  rights 
in  the  Palatinate.  I do  not  say  the  Elector  has  done  any  such 
thing,  hut  I’m  sure  the  Spaniards  are  afraid  of  it.  It  is  certain 
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the  Elector  has  a promise  from  the  Emperor,  and  lias  it  in  writ- 
ing, that  he  will  endeavour  to  obtain  for  him  from  the  Council  of 
Spain  the  perjietual  government  of  these  Provinces  ; but  the 
Elector  does  not  much  rely  on  that  promise,  and  the  Imperialists, 
as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  are  afraid  the  Elector  will  put  himself 
in  a posture  of  making  it  good  himself. 

“ The  whole  House  of  Hanover  are  afraid  the  peace  should  be 
made  before  their  Electorat  is  confirmed  by  the  rest  of  the 
colleges,  and  by  the  consent  of  Erance;  and  every  one  of  the 
Allies  would  retard  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  till  his  own 
pretensions  are  adjusted. 

“ I am  in  a great  deal  more  haste,  m3'  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  a 
great  many  honest  gentlemen  here,  who  begin  to  suft’er.  Our 
Arm}’,  under  the  Prince  of  Yaudemont,  is  still  on  the  safer  side  of 
the  canal,  for  the  enemies  are  still  superior  to  us.  The  Elector  is 
safe  where  the  King  left  him,  for  his  army  is  superior.” 

Xo  siqnatnre.  Endorsed  : Mr.  Hill,  Sept.  9th,  n.s.  R.  7th, 
169G. 


Information  b}^  Sir  John  Fenwick. 

[1696,  Aug.] — “ x\fter  King  James  returned  to  France  from 
Ireland,  there  was  a select  number  of  his  friends,  entrusted  liy 
him  to  manage  his  affairs  here,  who  held  a constant  corre- 
spondence with  him  and  his  then  Secretary  of  State,  liy  his 
command  ; who  used  all  methods  possible  to  advance  his  interest 
b}’  engaging  men  in  places  of  trust  in  the  Government,  Fleet, 
and  Anil}’,  to  Ins  party,  and  by  the  accounts  they  gave  from 
hence,  to  move  the  French  King  to  attempt  his  restoration,  but 
with  little  success  ; for  till  the  year  before  the  business  of  La 
Hogue,  we  knew  only  of  my  Lord  Godolpliin  (concerned  in  this 
(iovernment),  who  held  a correspondence  witli  him  from  the  time 
he  went  over,  in  whom  King  James,  as  he  had  often  expressed  in 
his  letters,  had  an  entire  confidence. 

” This  winter,  my  Lord  Middleton  came  to  town,  who  had 
often  been  desired  to  go  over,  believing  it  would  be  great  service 
to  King  James  to  have  him  there  in  his  business.  He  alleged  he 
could  do  little  service  by  going,  unless  he  could  engage  ami  settle 
a correspondence  here  before  he  went  (which  he  was  endeavour- 
ing and  hoped  to  effect  in  a little  time)  with  some  men  in  this 
Government,  who  had  power  in  their  hands,  and  were  the  only 
men  capable  to  serve  him  ; for  his  friends,  being  out  of  all 
employments,  could  make  him  little  help.  That  he  had  entered 
into  this  affair  with  my  Lord  Shrewsbury  and  my  Lord 
Godolpliin  already,  and  there  were  some  others  who  he  believed 
he  should  gain,  and  then  he  would  go. 

“ Soon  after  Captain  Floyd,  a groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
King  James,  was  sent  over  to  him  from  my  Lord  Marleborough 
and  Admiral  Russell,  with  an  assurance  from  them  of  their 
interest  in  the  Fleet  and  Army,  which  they  did  not  doubt  but  to 
secure  to  him,  if  he  would  grant  them  his  pardon  for  what  was 
passed.  At  his  return,  which  was  within  a mouth,  he  acquainted 
me  with  some  things  King  James  had  ordered  him,  and  told  me 
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he  had  no  difficulty  in  Mr.  Eussell’s  affair,  but  the  answer  to  my 
Lord  Marleborough  w'as,  that  he  was  the  greatest  of  criminals 
where  he  had  the  greatest  obligations,  but  if  he  did  him  extra- 
ordinary service,  he  might  hope  for  pardon ; and  a little  after  he 
did  a considerable  piece  of  service,  of  which  we  had  an  account 
by  one  sent  on  purpose  by  King  James.  Capt.  Floyd  went  again 
for  France,  and  came  to  King  James  at  La  Hogue,  witli  an 
account  of  the  Fleet,  that  Ave  could  not  put  out  thirty  sail  before 
the  latter  end  of  May,  which  he  carried  from  Mr.  Eussell. 

“ My  Lord  Middleton,  having  settled  this  correspondence,  went 
over  in  March  following.  After  he  arrived.  King  James  writ 
that  upon  the  assurance  he  had  brought  of  these  men  being 
engaged  in  his  service,  the  French  Ministers  had  espoused  his 
interest,  and  he  hoped  now  the  French  King  Avould  lend  him 
such  an  assistance  as  he  should  see  us  in  a short  time.  My  Lord 
Middleton  then  pressed  King  James  to  put  out  the  Declaration 
Avhich  they  had  drawn,  and  sent  over  before  he  Avent,  hut  Avas 
not  approved  of,  it  being  a general  pardon  for  all  should  1)e  done 
till  his  landing,  Avhich  exposed  his  friends  in  the  mean  time  to  all 
severities.  He  had  sent  to  us  before  to  send  him  the  heads  for 
one  Ave  thought  would  be  most  acceptable  to  the  people,  in  Avhich 
there  AA'as  [Avere]  some  exceptions,  but  my  Lord  Middleton  jAre- 
vailed  for  the  other,  pretendhrg  it  Avas  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  it  a general  pardon,  for  a security  to  the  great  men  for 
their  lives  and  fortunes  ; that  it  Avould  draw  many  people  to  his 
party,  and  strengthen  their  interest  so  much,  as  they  did  not 
doubt  but  Avith  a little  help  from  France  to  restore  him  soon. 

“ This  Declaration  being  published,  and  finding  no  performance 
of  the  great  promises  made  for  it,  and  that  these  men  Avere 
engaged  with  a CommoiiAvealth’s  Party,  Ave  advised  to  take  care 
of  trusting  them  too  much,  and  that  aa'O  doubted  they  had  procured 
that  Declaration  more  for  their  own  security,  Avhenever  he  should 
be  restored,  than  any  service  intended  to  him. 

“ Soon  after  this  my  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Avho  had  laid  doAvn  his 
employment  at  the  time  he  first  treated  Avith  my  Lord  Middleton, 
came  into  his  place  again,  AA'hich  gave  great  ajAprehensions  that 
Avhat  had  passed  during  this  time  AA’ould  be  betrayed  to  this 
Government.  We  expressed  our  fears  of  it  to  King  James,  but  Avas 
[Avere]  ansAvered  not  to  be  dissatisfied,  for  it  was  with  his  consent 
he  came  in ; that  he  was  more  capable  of  doing  him  serAuce,  and 
took  off  all  suspicion  of  the  correspondence  he  held.  A little 
after  he  came  in,  Capt.  Floyd  was  sent  thither  to  know  what 
proposals  King  James  might  make  to  the  French  King,  upon  the 
assistance  he  might  expect  from  them.  The  answer  he  had  Avas, 
that  they  could  do  nothing  till  the  King  here  Avas  removed,  Avhich 
Ave  understood  to  be  [at]  his  next  going  into  Flanders,  and 
thought  it  too  slight  a ground  to  move  the  French  King  to  take 
any  measures  upon  for  an  attempt  here. 

“ Fpoii  this  it  was  thought  fit  a considerable  man  should  go 
over,  to  lay  the  danger  before  him  of  depending  too  much  upon 
these  men,  Avhose  Party  Avere  enemies  to  all  kings,  lest  they 
might  engage  him  in  some  undertaking  [which]  might  prove  his 
ruin.  At  his  coming  there  he  desired  he  might  not  see  my 
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Lord  Middleton,  Ins  business  being  of  that  nature  as  was  not  fit 
for  him  to  hear,  because  of  his  correspondence  with  this  Party. 
King  James  told  him  he  must  see  him,  but  be  would  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  discourse  his  business  in  private.  "When  he 
returned,  he  acquainted  us  with  this,  and  that  he  had  fully 
discoursed  him  in  all  he  was  entrusted  with  ; that  he  found  ho 
reposed  an  entire  confidence  in  them ; said  they  were  the  men 
[who]  could  do  him  the  best  service ; that  they  were  grown  weary 
of  this  Government,  and  the  promises  he  had  made  them 
of  honours  and  employments  would  bind  them  to  him  ; that  he 
would  try  what  they  would  do,  whenever  the  French  King  had 
an  opportunity  to  attemj)!  his  restoration,  but  desired  we  would 
still  continue  to  advance  his  interest ; and  whenever  he  returned, 
he  should  know  how  to  value  those  v'ho  had  been  always  firm  to 
him. 

“ From  this  time  great  endeavours  were  used  by  this  party  to 
remove  my  Lord  lililford,  and  we  supposed  this  man’s  going  was 
one  great  occasion,  my  Lord  Middleton  not  lieing  acquainted 
with  his  business.  After  he  was  out,  we  were  ordered  to  write 
to  i\rr.  Caryll,  who  gave  us  little  encouragement  anything  would 
be  soon  done  from  thence,  the  French  King’s  fleet  being  gone  to 
the  Straits,  a famine  in  his  country,  and  a false  calculation  made 
of  money,  which  had  forced  him  to  reduce  his  army ; and 
ordered  us  to  keep  ourselves  quiet,  for  he  must  take  his  measures 
from  this  Party  for  the  time  of  his  coming,  on  whom  he  must 
now  deiiend. 

“ In  spring  last  year  one  Croshy,  a secretary  under  my  Lord 
IMiddleton,  came  over,  who  had  been  several  times  sent  to  this  Party 
before,  and  had  engaged  some  men  in  the  assassination,  who  [m]  he 
asked  at  his  coming  if  they  received  the  commission  for  levying 
war  and  seizing  the  King,  which  commission  they  had  desired 
as  a security  for  themselves  against  King  James  for  this  under- 
taking. They  told  him  it  was  not  come  ; he  affirmed  he  saw  it 
signed  by  King  James  before  he  came  away.  The  thing  at  that  time 
was  j)revented,  nor  did  that  commission  he  mentioned  ever  come. 
These  men  believing  they  were  imposed  upon  by  Crosby,  one  of 
them  resolved  to  go  over  to  know  the  truth.  Before  he  went  he 
acquainted  some  of  King  James’s  friends  with  it,  who,  detesting 
so  base  an  action,  told  him  it  would  be  a great  service  to  inform 
him  what  an  infamy  Crosby  had  thrown  upon  him,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  severely  punished,  to  prevent  any  such  thing  for  the 
future.  He  affirmed  to  King  James  before  Crosby  what  he  had 
said  ; he  reproved  him,  and  told  him  he  should  be  no  more 
emplo3’ed  in  his  service. 

“ We  had  few  letters  after  this,  and  those  ordered  us  as  before 
to  keeq)  ourselves  quiet,  and  not  meddle  in  anything,  for  measures 
were  taken  from  other  people.  The  last  letter  we  had  from  King 
Janies  himself,  dated  the  4th  of  Fel).  last,  their  style,  said  the  Toulon 
fleet  would  sail  the  ‘22nd,  but  what  they  would  do  next  he  could 
not  tell;  whicli  was  all  material  in  it,  and  the  only  ho}>es  we  had 
something  would  be  done  when  it  arrived.  This  attempt  of  the 
assassination  then  broke  out,  with  which  we  were  all  surprised,  and 
found  ourselves  exposed  without  having  the  least  notice  given  us 
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so  much  as  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  and  which  we  believed  was 
measures  taken  to  restore  King  James. 

“All  this  time  endeavours  were  used  by  our  friends  to  make 
an  interest  in  the  Fleet,  but  found  it  to  little  purpose  to 
engage  private  captains,  for  unless  all  their  men  were  of  their 
mind,  which  was  impossible,  they  could  do  no  service. 
Capt.  Bottom  and  Capt.  Carter  had  both  promised  to  go  in,  that 
year  as  I remember  my  Lord  Torrington  commanded.  The 
first  was  killed  in  the  attempt,  and  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  land  men  on  board  him,  mutinied,  seeing  his  design.  The 
other  broke  his  word,  and  fought  that  day  and  was  killed.  The 
officers  commanding  in  chief  were  therefore  applied  to,  and  that 
year  the  Fleet  was  commanded  by  commission.  Sir  Kalph 
Dellavall  and  Killegrew  were  both  engaged  to  serve  King  James ; 
their  opinion  was  asked  of  Shovell ; they  said  he  was  not  a man 
to  be  spoke  to,  but  they  could  master  him  as  they  pleased.  The 
service  they  promised  was  to  sail  the  Fleet  out  of  the  way,  and 
let  King  James  pass  by,  and  declare  for  him  when  he  was  landed. 
I saw  the  account  [which]  was  sent  King  James  of  it,  and  Ids 
answer,  wherein  he  returned  his  thanks,  with  promise  of  rewards 
and  employments  when  he  was  restored. 

“As  for  the  Army,  King  James  depends  upon  my  Lord 
Marleborough’s  interest,  who  can  do  what  he  pleases  with  most 
of  those  who  served  in  King  James's  time.  At  their  going  into 
Ireland,  Major-General  Kirk,  and  Maine,  and  some  other  inferior 
officers  had  promised  to  go  in,  but  none  performed.  Since  that 
time  there  was  no  opportunity  of  making  any  application  to  them, 
those  left  here  lying  in  the  country,  and  being  changed  every 
year,  and  the  main  army  always  abroad,  where  the  only  service 
they  could  do  was  to  desert  to  the  French,  who  would  not  receive 
them  because  they  would  not  trust  them.  It  was  therefore  thought 
the  best  service  to  secure  some  of  the  garrisons  here,  of  which 
there  were  four — Plymouth  by  my  Lord  Bath,  Barwick  by 
Billingsly,  the  deputy-governor,  who  was  generally  upon  the 
place,  Sheerness  by  Crawford,  and  Langor  Fort  by  that  governor, 
if  it  be  the  same  was  two  years  ago,  whose  name  I have  forgot. 
King  James  had  an  assurance  of  their  service,  that  they  would 
declare  for  him  whenever  he  landed.” 

[n  Slirexcshury's  haml,  and  endorsed  hy  him  : 

Copy  of  the  Information  which  Sir  .John  Fenwick  sent  hy  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  to  the  King.  The  original  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  send  me  in  a letter  dated  Sept.  10,  n.s.,  and  received 
by  me  the  7th,  o.s.,  1696. 

Italy. 

[1696,  Aug.] — (1)  First  Project  for  the  treaty  of  neutrality  in 
Italy,  sent  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  by  means  of  the  Marquis  de 
Prie. 

(2)  Second  Project  made  with  the  Prince  de  Fondi,  Count  de 
Mansfeld,  and  the  Marquis  de  Leganes. 

(3)  Third  Project  for  an  arrangement  between  France  and  the 
Allies  as  to  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  &c. 

Copy,  French,  “ translated  from  Italian."  Endorsed:  Aug.  22. 
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Shreavsbury  to  Sec.  Bbatiiavayt. 

169G,  Sept.  1,  'Wliitehall. — “I  have  your  letters  of  the  31st 
Aug.  and  4th  Sept.,  n.s.  I doubt  the  delay  of  the  Straits 
squadron  Avill  be  much  greater  than  was  expected,  because,  the 
ships  being  designed  to  winter  at  Cadiz,  the  Admiralty  are  forced 
to  put  out  a new  squadron,  sheath  some  of  the  men-of-war,  turn 
over  the  sailors,  and  pay  them  all,  Avhich  takes  up  much  time, 
and  I doubt  will  not  be  perfected  before  the  end  of  this  month  ; 
whereas,  if  the  squadron  had  only  been  ordered  to  cruise  for  the 
security  of  the  tlota,  they  might  have  been  dispatched  from  the 
main  Fleet  in  little  more  than  a week’s  time. 

“ The  discourse  of  a Peace  is  so  general,  and  so  much  believed, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  if  there  are  pretensions  raised  upon 
that  expectation  already.  I have  received  one  from  Mr.  Prior, 
which  seems  to  me  very  just;  it  is  to  be  Secretary  of  the 
Embassy.  His  having  been  the  King’s  Secretary  so  long  at  the 
Hague,  and  being  by  his  own  parts  well  qualitied  for  the  employ- 
ment, makes  me  desire  you  will  mention  his  name  to  his 
Majesty,  and  hope  he  will  not  be  refused.” 

Copy. 


Shrewsbury  to  Mr.  Prior. 

1696,  Sept.  1,  Whitehall. — “ I have  your  letter  of  the  4th,  n.s., 
and  shall  by  this  post  desire  Mr.  Blaithwayt  to  lay  before  his 
Majesty  your  pretension  to  he  Secretary  of  the  Embassy,  in  case 
of  a Treaty  of  Peace ; and  shall  add  my  opinion  of  the  justice  of 
your  request,  and  hope  the  King  upon  this  occasion  will  give  a 
proof  of  his  confidence  and  kindness  to  one  who,  having  served 
him  long  and  faithfully,  is  so  well  qualified  for  this  employment.” 
Copy. 


Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[1696,]  Sept.  2-12,  Hand. — “ I should  not  trouble  your  Grace 
today,  but  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  a letter  which  your 
Grace  was  jileased  to  write  me  [on]  the  25th,  as  to  the  proposal 
about  Mademoiselle.  One  Madame  de  jMeyercrown,  wife  to  the 
Danish  Minister  at  Paris,  came  this  last  winter  to  Aix  and  to 
Bruxelles,  and  endeavoured  to  make  the  proposition.  She  Avas 
told  the  difiiculties  Avhich  Avould  arise  from  the  late  Act  of 
Parliament,  Avhich  disinherited  the  issue  of  a Catholic  Princess  ; 
for  I told  ’em  to  the  1)  [uke]  of  Wirtenherg.  She  said  the  Court 
of  France  would  see  no  difiiculties,  mais  qu’elle  donncroit  Made- 
moiselle toutte  niie.  The  Duke  understood  this  to  be  in  relation  to 
any  impressions  of  her  religion.  But  upon  the  reasons  which  your 
Grace  observes,  ’tis  more  probable  the  Council  of  France  might 
not  make  any  difficulties  about  the  succession  of  a marriage 
which  would  be  doubtful,  or  might  think  an  Act  of  Parliament 
might  be  overruled.  HoweA'er,  that  afi'air  is  noAv  no  more,  since 
France  may  ha\’e  a peace  as  soon  as  they  Avilh  The  only  fear 
we  haA'e  now  is  from  the  delay,  Avhich  our  enemies  may  improve, 
but  the  Allies  cannot  possibly. 
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The  Queen  of  Spain  is  dead,  unseasonably  for  us,  I fear,  for  I 
know  that  our  King  had  settled,  with  a good  deal  of  pains,  a 
good  corresjDondence  and  confidence  with  her  Majesty  and  the 
Admirante,  w^ho  w'as  in  her  interests.  Mis  now  to  be  feared  the 
contrary  party  will  predominate  in  all  the  counsels  at  Madrid. 
The  French  King  does  not  yet  appear  abroad,  and  therefore  he 
may  be  in  a worse  condition  than  we  believe. 

“There  has  been  a battle  in  Hungary,  of  which  we  have  not 
yet  received  the  particulars.  The  Elector  has  had  a courier,  who 
says  both  Christians  and  Turks  were  retired.  The  Major  General 
of  Poland  was  killed,  the  Prince  Charles  of  Vaudemont  wounded, 
and  the  Rhingrave,  with  others ; from  whence  it  appears  that 
both  horse,  foot,  and  drago[o]ns  were  engaged. 

“ We  were  alarmed  here  by  Mens,  de  Wlleroy,  who  got  to- 
gether all  his  detachments,  and  marched  towards  Newport  or 
Bruges.  He  had  a provision  of  bombs  and  carcases,  and  we  were 
afraid  for  Bruges  ; but  the  Prince  of  AMudemont  has  posted  and 
retrenched  himself  so  'well,  and  has  now  got  a detachment  from 
the  other  army  of  ten  battalions  under  the  Duke  of  AVirtenherg, 
that  we  are  under  no  apprehensions.  If  Bruges  had  been 
bombarded,  my  Lady  Dorchester  would  have  had  her  share  of 
danger,  and  of  honour.” 

R.  8th,  1696. 

Shrewsbury  to  [the  Earl  of  Pejirroke,]  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

1696,  Sept.  3,  AVhitehall. — “ Recollecting  that  your  Lordship 
expressed  some  curiosity  to  see  the  extract  of  Mr.  Blaithwayt’s 
letter  to  my  Lord  Lexinton,  and  Mr.  Secretary  having  this  day 
put  it  into  my  hands  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Justices,  I give  you 
this  trouble  to  inform  you  that  the  contents  are  chiefly  to  acquaint 
the  Emperor  that  the  French  have  agreed  the  Treaties  of 
AVestphalia  and  Nimeguen  shall  he  the  foundation  for  a general 
peace,  and  are  likewise  willing  to  restore  Strasbourg  in  the  same 
condition  they  took  it,  unless  the  Emperor  shall  choose  such  an 
equivalent  as  shall  be  offered  ; promising  to  restore  Luxembourg, 
or  an  equivalent  which  Spain  itself  may  propose,  the  choice  to  he 
left  to  the  French.  Upon  these  considerations  his  Majesty  and 
the  States  judge  it  now  time  for  the  Allies  to  explain  themselves 
in  reference  to  the  accepting  the  mediation  of  Sueden,  and  that 
their  consent  should  now  be  signifled  to  that  Court,  who  are  to 
be  pressed  to  hasten  ministers  to  the  place  of  treaty,  and  that  his 
Imperial  Majesty  would  lose  no  time  in  dispatching  his  plenipo- 
tentiary also.  The  rest  of  the  letter  is  to  show  that  ’tis  now 
time  to  close  with  the  French,  from  the  defection  of  Savoy,  the 
condition  of  our  own  coin,  the  poverty  of  Holland,  the  w^eakness 
of  Spain,  and  the  inability  of  the  Emperor  to  increase  his 
expense  during  the  war  with  the  Turks.” 

Copy. 

M.  Prior  to  Shrewsrury. 

[16]  96,  Sept.  3-13,  Loo. — . . . “AVe  have  no  news  here  but 
what  your  Grace  has  from  other  parts.  The  account  his  Majesty 
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had  yesterday  by  an  express  from  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  of  the 
battle  in  Hungary  is  imperfect,  though  by  that,  compared  with 
the  letters  some  of  our  German  Ministers  have,  the  Imperialists 
marched  without  guides,  and  fought  without  conduct  ; they  have 
lost  some  of  the  Saxon  cannon,  and  (I  am  afraid)  retired  before 
the  Turks,  though  they  would  fain  have  it  a drawn  battle. 

“ The  Queen  of  Spain  is  generally  thought  to  have  been 
poisoned. 

“ We  are  hunting  all  day,  and  at  Verkeer  at  night ; nobody 
knows  certainly  when  the  King  will  go  to  Cleves,  or  if  the  I)  [uke] 
of  Zell  goes  with  him  ; ’tis  generally  said  he  will  go  on  Sunday. 

“ We  wait  the  Emperor’s  answer  to  what  my  Lord  Lexington 
and  Mr.  Heemskirk  have  proposed  to  him  concerning  the  Peace, 
and  then  probably  the  place  of  treaty  will  be  named. 

“ Your  Grace  will  guess  that  I loiter  here  to  make  my  bows, 
and  solicit  to  be  Secretary  to  the  Embassy.  I should  be  very 
conscious  that  I had  writ  on  this  subject  with  too  much  liberty 
to  your  Grace,  but  that  your  Grace’s  letter  is  a kind  of  general 
pardon  for  all  my  faults. 

[P.S.]  “Loo,  -1-14  Sept. — This  morning  the  King  gave  order 
for  his  going  today  to  Dieren,  from  whence  he  goes  tomorrow 
to  Cleves,  where  he  designs  to  lie  one  night.’’ 

R.  8th. 


Shrew'sbury  to  Sec.  Blathw'ayt. 

1696,  Sept.  4,  Whitehall. — “ Mr.  Secretary  returning  upon 
Wednesday  from  the  country,  your  letter  to  my  Lord  Lexinton 
was  laid  before  the  Lords  .Justices  yesterday.  It  seems  Mr. 
Secretary  did  not  understand  that  his  was  the  only  coj:)}',  but 
concluded  another  had  been  sent  to  us,  which  w'as  the  reason 
we  saw'  it  no  sooner. 

“ I have  acquainted  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  that  his 
Majesty  would  have  Vice-Admiral  Aylmer  command  the  squadron 
that  is  to  convoy  him  over,  so  that  when  any  directions  are  sent 
with  relation  to  the  time  it  is  expected  those  ships  should  go  for 
Holland,  care  will  be  taken  that  Mr.  Aylmer  be  in  the  w’ay  to  go 
with  them.’’ 

Copy. 

Portland  to  Siirew'sbury. 

1696,  Sept.  4. — Compliments. 

French. 


Mr.  Hill  to  [Shrewsbury]  . 

[1696,]  Sept.  6-16,  Bruges. — “ Since  the  last  which  I had  the 
honour  to  write  to  your  Grace  we  have  letters  from  Spain  which 
say  the  Queen  is  much  better.  The  new's  of  her  death  came  from 
Paris.  The  letters  from  Paris  say  the  King  is  still  in  bed.  We 
have  now  a larger  account  of  the  late  action  in  Hungary.  The 
Elector  of  Saxe  got  up  into  a tree,  and  seeing  the  enemies  came 
down  with  a resolution  to  attack  them  ; before  that  could  be  done, 
the  Turks  had  made  a kind  of  a barricade  wdth  their  wagons,  and 
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entrenched  their  foot  behind  them.  The  Imperial  horse  charged 
the  Turks  at  first  with  good  success,  but  were  pushed  at  last. 
Our  foot  attacked  the  retrenchments,  but  without  any  success. 
When  the  Elector  saw  he  gained  nothing,  he  would  have  retired, 
but  Caprara,  who  had  opposed  the  eiiterprise,  thought  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  continue  the  action  till  night,  and  then 
retire.  They  did  so,  and  got  off  with  the  loss  of  some  cannon, 
and  some  of  the  best  officers,  amongst  whom  was  Hensler. 

“ The  peace  between  France  and  Savoy  is  now  proclaimed 
both  at  Paris  and  at  Turin,  and  the  Due  is  at  the  head  of  the 
French  armies.  I believe  his  greatest  fear  is  that  the  Spaniards 
and  Imperialists  should  accept  of  a neutrality  for  Italy.  We  are 
now  so  well  retrenched  here  that  we  are  in  no  apprehension  of 
any  danger,  but  of  starving.” 

K.  19,  1696. 

Shrewsbury  to  Portland. 

[16]  96,  Sept.  8,  London. — “Sir.Jo[hn]  Fen  [wick’s]  story  is 
as  wonderful  to  me  as  if  he  had  accused  me  of  coining  ; however, 
I shall  always  acknowledge  the  King’s  great  goodness  and 
generosity  in  the  manner  he  has  received  the  information,  and 
your  Lordship’s  friendship  in  not  permitting  so  foul  a thought  of 
your  humble  servant  to  receive  credit  one  moment  in  your  breast. 
Were  it  true,  I should  deserve  worse  than  can  he  designed  me  by 
this  invention.  It  is  near  a month  that  I have  been  told  some- 
thing of  this  kind  was  intended,  but  the  same  innocence  that 
made  me  then  and  now  little  solicitous  upon  this  subject,  makes 
me  still  continue  unconcerned,  because  I have  a grounded  super- 
stition that  truth  will  prevail,  and  then  I am  sure  I shall  be 
found  honest  to  my  King  and  country. 

“ Two  packets  of  letters  have  passed  since  you  were  here,  and 
being  now  pretty  expert  in  opening  them,  nothing  has  yet  been 
found  significant,  they  relating  chiefly  to  trade.” 

Autograph  draft. 

Shrewsbury  to  Sec.  Blathwayt. 

1696,  Sept.  8,  Whitehall. — “Yesterday  and  today  I received 
yours  of  the  6th,  10th,  and  14th  Sept.,  n.s.  I wish  the  directions 
his  Majesty  has  given  to  the  Fleet  to  go  directly  to  Cadiz, 
together  with  the  dilatoriness  of  their  putting  to  sea,  may  not 
add  to  the  danger  which  the  Spanish  flota  is  thought  to  be  in. 
One  great  hope  the  merchants  have  flattered  themselves  with 
here  is,  that  if  they  should  be  seized  by  Petit  Eenaud,  yet  they 
may  be  retaken  by  our  squadron  in  their  return  to  the  French 
ports.  But  if  Sir  Cloudesly  be  ordered  into  Cadiz,  I doubt  going 
that  little  out  of  his  way,  added  to  the  delay  that  is  natural  to 
all  seamen  touching  at  a port,  will  not  only  make  any  prospect 
of  that  kind  impossible,  but  carry  us  so  far  into  the  winter 
season  that  little  more  is  to  be  expected  from  the  service  of  that 
squadron  than  convoying  the  merchant-ships  to  the  Straits,  in 
which  it  seems  we  are  inconsiderably  concerned.” 

Copy. 
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